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Around 200,000 years ago, a man--identical to us in all important respects--lived in Africa. Every person alive today is descended
from him. How did this real-life Adam wind up father of us all? What happened to the descendants of other men who lived at the
same time? And why, if modern humans share a single prehistoric ancestor, do we come in so many sizes, shapes, and races?
Showing how the secrets about our ancestors are hidden in our genetic code, Spencer Wells reveals how developments in the
cutting-edge science of population genetics have made it possible to create a family tree for the whole of humanity. We now know
not only where our ancestors lived but who they fought, loved, and influenced. Informed by this new science, The Journey of Man
is replete with astonishing information. Wells tells us that we can trace our origins back to a single Adam and Eve, but that Eve
came first by some 80,000 years. We hear how the male Y-chromosome has been used to trace the spread of humanity from
Africa into Eurasia, why differing racial types emerged when mountain ranges split population groups, and that the San Bushmen
of the Kalahari have some of the oldest genetic markers in the world. We learn, finally with absolute certainty, that Neanderthals
are not our ancestors and that the entire genetic diversity of Native Americans can be accounted for by just ten individuals. It is an
enthralling, epic tour through the history and development of early humankind--as well as an accessible look at the analysis of
human genetics that is giving us definitive answers to questions we have asked for centuries, questions now more compelling than
ever.
A study of the defining characteristics of men, and the Y chromosome in their DNA, draws on scientific research to explore such
issues as the potential for a male homosexual gene and the genetic causes of male aggression.
In this landmark work, the author team led by Dr. Sean Carroll presents the general principles of the genetic basis of
morphological change through a synthesis of evolutionary biology with genetics and embryology. In this extensively revised
second edition, the authors delve into the latest discoveries, incorporating new coverage of comparative genomics, molecular
evolution of regulatory proteins and elements, and microevolution of animal development. An accessible text, focusing on the most
well-known genes, developmental processes and taxa. Builds logically from developmental genetics and regulatory mechanisms
to evolution at different genetic morphological levels. Adds major insights from recent genome studies, new evo-devo biology
research findings, and a new chapter on models of variation and divergence among closely related species. Provides in-depth
focus on key concepts through well-developed case studies. Features clear, 4-color illustrations and photographs, chapter
summaries, references and a glossary. Presents the research of Dr. Carroll, a pioneer in the field and the past president of the
Society for Developmental Biology.
DNA evidence not only solves crimes - if you know how to read it, it can also reveal the history of life on earth. This fast-paced
book guides the general reader on a tour of the DNA record left by three billion years of evolution to see how the fittest were made.
And what a eye-opening tour it is - one featuring immortal genes, fossil genes, and genes that bear the scars of past battles with
terrible diseases. Natural selection eliminates harmful changes and embraces beneficial ones, and each change leaves its
signature on a species' DNA codes. For example, the Antarctic ice fish today has no red blood cells; yet a fossilized gene for
hemoglobin remains in its DNA, showing that the fish has adapted over 55 million years by losing the red blood cells that thicken
blood and make it harder to pump in extreme cold. The fish has developed other features that allow it to absorb and circulate blood
without hemoglobin. Carroll points out that by examining the DNA of these ice fish species, it's possible to map its origins as well
as the history of the South Atlantic's geology. He also uses dolphins, colobus monkeys, pigeons, fruit flys and microbes to
demonstrate how deeply evolution is etched in DNA.
Invites readers to change their perceptions about illness in order to understand disease as an essential component of the
evolutionary process, citing the role of such malaises as diabetes, STDs, and the Avian Bird Flu in protecting the survival of the
human race. (Health & Fitness)
In his groundbreaking book, Marc Hauser puts forth a revolutionary new theory: that humans have evolved a universal moral
instinct, unconsciously propelling us to deliver judgments of right and wrong independent of gender, education, and religion.
Combining his cutting-edge research with the latest findings in cognitive psychology, linguistics, neuroscience, evolutionary
biology, economics, and anthropology, Hauser explores the startling implications of his provocative theory vis-à-vis contemporary
bioethics, religion, the law, and our everyday lives.
DNA evidence not only solves crimes—in Sean Carroll's hands it will now end the Evolution Wars. DNA, the genetic blueprint of all
creatures, is a stunningly rich and detailed record of evolution. Every change or new trait, from the gaudy colors of tropical birds to
our color vision with which we admire them, is due to changes in DNA that leave a record and can be traced. Just as importantly,
the DNA evidence has revealed several profound surprises about how evolution actually works.
Genetics in Minutes is your compact and accessible guide to the central concepts of the science of genetics, revealing how our
genes shape our bodies and our lives, and how in turn we are beginning to shape them. Covering the basics of DNA, inheritance
and evolution in animals, plants and humans alike -from the origins and development of life to the Human Genome and designer
babies - this is the fastest, fullest path to understanding genetics. Contents include Genes, DNA, Natural selection, Darwinism,
Stem cell and gene therapies, Evo-devo, Epigenetics, Cloning, Genetic engineering and Artificial life, as well as biology basics
such as the Processes of life, Cells, Sex, Classification and Ecology.
Brings together new research demonstrating how evidence based on genetic phenomena should end any lingering controversy
over human evolution.
The author of Darwin's Black Box draws on new findings in genetics to pose an argument for intelligent design that refutes
Darwinian beliefs about evolution while offering alternative analyses of such factors as disease, random mutations, and the human
struggle for survival. Reprint. 40,000 first printing.
A brief and accessible account of the new interdisciplinary science of evo-devo for a general audience.
New viral diseases are emerging continuously. Viruses adapt to new environments at astounding rates. Genetic variability of
viruses jeopardizes vaccine efficacy. For many viruses mutants resistant to antiviral agents or host immune responses arise
readily, for example, with HIV and influenza. These variations are all of utmost importance for human and animal health as they
have prevented us from controlling these epidemic pathogens. This book focuses on the mechanisms that viruses use to evolve,
survive and cause disease in their hosts. Covering human, animal, plant and bacterial viruses, it provides both the basic
foundations for the evolutionary dynamics of viruses and specific examples of emerging diseases. * NEW - methods to establish
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relationships among viruses and the mechanisms that affect virus evolution * UNIQUE - combines theoretical concepts in evolution
with detailed analyses of the evolution of important virus groups * SPECIFIC - Bacterial, plant, animal and human viruses are
compared regarding their interation with their hosts
Biology's great discoveries and the people who make them
Let’s face it: From adenines to zygotes, from cytokinesis to parthenogenesis, even the basics of genetics can sound utterly alien.
So who better than an alien to explain it all? Enter Bloort 183, a scientist from an asexual alien race threatened by disease, who’s
been charged with researching the fundamentals of human DNA and evolution and laying it all out in clear, simple language so
that even his slow-to-grasp-the-point leader can get it. In the hands of the award-winning writer Mark Schultz, Bloort’s
predicament becomes the means of giving even the most science-phobic reader a complete introduction to the history and science
of genetics that’s as easy to understand as it is entertaining to read.
Covering newsworthy aspects of contemporary biology—gene therapy, the Human Genome Project, DNA testing, and genetic
engineering—as well as fundamental concepts, this book, written specifically for nonbiologists, discusses classical and molecular
genetics, quantitative and population genetics—including cloning and genetic diseases—and the many applications of genetics to
the world around us, from genetically modified foods to genetic testing. With minimal technical terminology and jargon, Genes and
DNA facilitates conceptual understanding. Eschewing the organization of traditional genetics texts, the authors have provided an
organic progression of information: topics are introduced as needed, within a broader framework that makes them meaningful for
nonbiologists. The book encourages the reader to think independently, always stressing scientific background and current facts.
Updated to include two new chapters, a modified Part II structure, more recent empirical examples, and online spreadsheet
simulations.
Now in his 95th year, James Lovelock has been hailed as “the man who conceived the first wholly new way of looking at life on
earth since Charles Darwin†? (Independent) and “the most profound scientific thinker of our time†? (Literary Review). Â A Rough
Ride to the Future introduces two new Lovelockian ideas. The first is that three hundred years ago, when Thomas Newcomen
invented the steam engine, he was unknowingly beginning what Lovelock calls “accelerated evolution,†? a process that is bringing
about change on our planet roughly a million times faster than Darwinian evolution. The second is that as part of this process,
humanity has the capacity to become the intelligent part of Gaia, the self-regulating earth system whose discovery Lovelock first
announced nearly fifty years ago. Â A Rough Ride to the Future is also an intellectual autobiography, in which Lovelock reflects on
his life as a lone scientist, and asks—eloquently—whether his career trajectory is possible in an age of increased bureaucratization.
Â We are now changing the atmosphere again, and Lovelock argues that there is little that can be done about this. But instead of
feeling guilty, we should recognize what is happening, prepare for change, and ensure that we survive as a species so we can
contribute to—perhaps even guide—the next evolution of Gaia. The road will be rough, but if we are smart enough, life will continue
on earth in some form far into the future.
A provocative and timely case for how the science of genetics can help create a more just and equal society In recent years,
scientists like Kathryn Paige Harden have shown that DNA makes us different, in our personalities and in our health—and in ways
that matter for educational and economic success in our current society. In The Genetic Lottery, Harden introduces readers to the
latest genetic science, dismantling dangerous ideas about racial superiority and challenging us to grapple with what equality really
means in a world where people are born different. Weaving together personal stories with scientific evidence, Harden shows why
our refusal to recognize the power of DNA perpetuates the myth of meritocracy, and argues that we must acknowledge the role of
genetic luck if we are ever to create a fair society. Reclaiming genetic science from the legacy of eugenics, this groundbreaking
book offers a bold new vision of society where everyone thrives, regardless of how one fares in the genetic lottery.
Biodiversity-the genetic variety of life-is an exuberant product of the evolutionary past, a vast human-supportive resource
(aesthetic, intellectual, and material) of the present, and a rich legacy to cherish and preserve for the future. Two urgent
challenges, and opportunities, for 21st-century science are to gain deeper insights into the evolutionary processes that foster biotic
diversity, and to translate that understanding into workable solutions for the regional and global crises that biodiversity currently
faces. A grasp of evolutionary principles and processes is important in other societal arenas as well, such as education, medicine,
sociology, and other applied fields including agriculture, pharmacology, and biotechnology. The ramifications of evolutionary
thought also extend into learned realms traditionally reserved for philosophy and religion. The central goal of the In the Light of
Evolution (ILE) series is to promote the evolutionary sciences through state-of-the-art colloquia-in the series of Arthur M. Sackler
colloquia sponsored by the National Academy of Sciences-and their published proceedings. Each installment explores
evolutionary perspectives on a particular biological topic that is scientifically intriguing but also has special relevance to
contemporary societal issues or challenges. This tenth and final edition of the In the Light of Evolution series focuses on recent
developments in phylogeographic research and their relevance to past accomplishments and future research directions.
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize On a desert island in the heart of the Galapagos
archipelago, where Darwin received his first inklings of the theory of evolution, two scientists, Peter and Rosemary Grant, have
spent twenty years proving that Darwin did not know the strength of his own theory. For among the finches of Daphne Major,
natural selection is neither rare nor slow: it is taking place by the hour, and we can watch. In this dramatic story of groundbreaking
scientific research, Jonathan Weiner follows these scientists as they watch Darwin's finches and come up with a new
understanding of life itself. The Beak of the Finch is an elegantly written and compelling masterpiece of theory and explication in
the tradition of Stephen Jay Gould. With a new preface.
“Natural selection can preserve innovations, but it cannot create them. Nature’s many innovations—some uncannily perfect—call
for natural principles that accelerate life’s ability to innovate.” Darwin’s theory of natural selection explains how useful
adaptations are preserved over time. But the biggest mystery about evolution eluded him. As genetics pioneer Hugo de Vries put
it, “natural selection may explain the survival of the fittest, but it cannot explain the arrival of the fittest.” Can random mutations
over a mere 3.8 billion years really be responsible for wings, eyeballs, knees, camouflage, lactose digestion, photosynthesis, and
the rest of nature’s creative marvels? And if the answer is no, what is the mechanism that explains evolution’s speed and
efficiency? In Arrival of the Fittest, renowned evolutionary biologist Andreas Wagner draws on over fifteen years of research to
present the missing piece in Darwin's theory. Using experimental and computational technologies that were heretofore
unimagined, he has found that adaptations are not just driven by chance, but by a set of laws that allow nature to discover new
molecules and mechanisms in a fraction of the time that random variation would take. Consider the Arctic cod, a fish that lives and
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thrives within six degrees of the North Pole, in waters that regularly fall below 0 degrees. At that temperature, the internal fluids of
most organisms turn into ice crystals. And yet, the arctic cod survives by producing proteins that lower the freezing temperature of
its body fluids, much like antifreeze does for a car’s engine coolant. The invention of those proteins is an archetypal example of
nature’s enormous powers of creativity. Meticulously researched, carefully argued, evocatively written, and full of fascinating
examples from the animal kingdom, Arrival of the Fittest offers up the final puzzle piece in the mystery of life’s rich diversity.
Biological evolution is a fact—but the many conflicting theories of evolution remain controversial even today. When Adaptation and
Natural Selection was first published in 1966, it struck a powerful blow against those who argued for the concept of group
selection—the idea that evolution acts to select entire species rather than individuals. Williams’s famous work in favor of simple
Darwinism over group selection has become a classic of science literature, valued for its thorough and convincing argument and
its relevance to many fields outside of biology. Now with a new foreword by Richard Dawkins, Adaptation and Natural Selection is
an essential text for understanding the nature of scientific debate.
An ethologist shows man to be a gene machine whose world is one of savage competition and deceit
Presents an introduction to evolutionary developmental biology which studies genes and their role in biological diversity and
evolution.

The #1 NEW YORK TIMES Bestseller The basis for the PBS Ken Burns Documentary The Gene: An Intimate History
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The Emperor of All Maladies—a fascinating history of the gene and “a
magisterial account of how human minds have laboriously, ingeniously picked apart what makes us tick” (Elle). "Sid
Mukherjee has the uncanny ability to bring together science, history, and the future in a way that is understandable and
riveting, guiding us through both time and the mystery of life itself." –Ken Burns “Dr. Siddhartha Mukherjee dazzled
readers with his Pulitzer Prize-winning The Emperor of All Maladies in 2010. That achievement was evidently just a warmup for his virtuoso performance in The Gene: An Intimate History, in which he braids science, history, and memoir into an
epic with all the range and biblical thunder of Paradise Lost” (The New York Times). In this biography Mukherjee brings
to life the quest to understand human heredity and its surprising influence on our lives, personalities, identities, fates, and
choices. “Mukherjee expresses abstract intellectual ideas through emotional stories…[and] swaddles his medical rigor
with rhapsodic tenderness, surprising vulnerability, and occasional flashes of pure poetry” (The Washington Post).
Throughout, the story of Mukherjee’s own family—with its tragic and bewildering history of mental illness—reminds us of
the questions that hang over our ability to translate the science of genetics from the laboratory to the real world. In
riveting and dramatic prose, he describes the centuries of research and experimentation—from Aristotle and Pythagoras
to Mendel and Darwin, from Boveri and Morgan to Crick, Watson and Franklin, all the way through the revolutionary
twenty-first century innovators who mapped the human genome. “A fascinating and often sobering history of how
humans came to understand the roles of genes in making us who we are—and what our manipulation of those genes
might mean for our future” (Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel), The Gene is the revelatory and magisterial history of a scientific
idea coming to life, the most crucial science of our time, intimately explained by a master. “The Gene is a book we all
should read” (USA TODAY).
A geneticist discusses the role of DNA in the evolution of life on Earth, explaining how an analysis of DNA reveals a
complete record of the events that have shaped each species and how it provides evidence of the validity of the theory of
evolution.
How tiny variations in our personal DNA can determine how we look, how we behave, how we get sick, and how we get
well. News stories report almost daily on the remarkable progress scientists are making in unraveling the genetic basis of
disease and behavior. Meanwhile, new technologies are rapidly reducing the cost of reading someone's personal DNA
(all six billion letters of it). Within the next ten years, hospitals may present parents with their newborn's complete DNA
code along with her footprints and APGAR score. In Genetic Twists of Fate, distinguished geneticists Stanley Fields and
Mark Johnston help us make sense of the genetic revolution that is upon us. Fields and Johnston tell real life stories that
hinge on the inheritance of one tiny change rather than another in an individual's DNA: a mother wrongly accused of
poisoning her young son when the true killer was a genetic disorder; the screen siren who could no longer remember her
lines because of Alzheimer's disease; and the president who was treated with rat poison to prevent another heart attack.
In an engaging and accessible style, Fields and Johnston explain what our personal DNA code is, how a few differences
in its long list of DNA letters makes each of us unique, and how that code influences our appearance, our behavior, and
our risk for such common diseases as diabetes or cancer.
The New York Times bestseller – with a new afterword about early specialization in youth sports – from the author of
Range: Why Generalists Triumph in a Specialized World. The debate is as old as physical competition. Are stars like
Usain Bolt, Michael Phelps, and Serena Williams genetic freaks put on Earth to dominate their respective sports? Or are
they simply normal people who overcame their biological limits through sheer force of will and obsessive training? In this
controversial and engaging exploration of athletic success and the so-called 10,000-hour rule, David Epstein tackles the
great nature vs. nurture debate and traces how far science has come in solving it. Through on-the-ground reporting from
below the equator and above the Arctic Circle, revealing conversations with leading scientists and Olympic champions,
and interviews with athletes who have rare genetic mutations or physical traits, Epstein forces us to rethink the very
nature of athleticism.
The classic personal account of Watson and Crick’s groundbreaking discovery of the structure of DNA, now with an
introduction by Sylvia Nasar, author of A Beautiful Mind. By identifying the structure of DNA, the molecule of life, Francis
Crick and James Watson revolutionized biochemistry and won themselves a Nobel Prize. At the time, Watson was only
twenty-four, a young scientist hungry to make his mark. His uncompromisingly honest account of the heady days of their
thrilling sprint against other world-class researchers to solve one of science’s greatest mysteries gives a dazzlingly clear
picture of a world of brilliant scientists with great gifts, very human ambitions, and bitter rivalries. With humility unspoiled
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by false modesty, Watson relates his and Crick’s desperate efforts to beat Linus Pauling to the Holy Grail of life
sciences, the identification of the basic building block of life. Never has a scientist been so truthful in capturing in words
the flavor of his work.
The Making of the Fittest: DNA and the Ultimate Forensic Record of EvolutionW. W. Norton & Company
A scientist and explorer describes his ambitious genetic research project to map the ancient roots and mystery of human
origins, explaining how an individual's DNA can provide a key piece in the puzzle of human history and his landmark
efforts to test genetic profiles of people from around the world to trace the depths of our common origins. Reprint. 15,000
first printing.
Now the subject of a feature film that the New York Times calls "spellbinding" How does life work? How does nature
produce the right numbers of zebras and lions on the African savanna, or fish in the ocean? How do our bodies produce
the right numbers of cells in our organs and bloodstream? In The Serengeti Rules, award-winning biologist and author
Sean Carroll tells the stories of the pioneering scientists who sought the answers to such simple yet profoundly important
questions, and shows how their discoveries matter for our health and the health of the planet we depend upon. One of
the most important revelations about the natural world is that everything is regulated—there are rules that regulate the
amount of every molecule in our bodies and rules that govern the numbers of every animal and plant in the wild. And the
most surprising revelation about the rules that regulate life at such different scales is that they are remarkably
similar—there is a common underlying logic of life. Carroll recounts how our deep knowledge of the rules and logic of the
human body has spurred the advent of revolutionary life-saving medicines, and makes the compelling case that it is now
time to use the Serengeti Rules to heal our ailing planet. A bold and inspiring synthesis by one of our most accomplished
biologists and gifted storytellers, The Serengeti Rules is the first book to illuminate how life works at vastly different
scales. Read it and you will never look at the world the same way again.
Ancestral DNA, Human Origins, and Migrations describes the genesis of humans in Africa and the subsequent story of how our species
migrated to every corner of the globe. Different phases of this journey are presented in an integrative format with information from a number
of disciplines, including population genetics, evolution, anthropology, archaeology, climatology, linguistics, art, music, folklore and history.
This unique approach weaves a story that has synergistic impact in the clarity and level of understanding that will appeal to those
researching, studying, and interested in population genetics, evolutionary biology, human migrations, and the beginnings of our species.
Integrates research and information from the fields of genetics, evolution, anthropology, archaeology, climatology, linguistics, art, music,
folklore and history, among others Presents the content in an entertaining and synergistic style to facilitate a deep understanding of human
population genetics Informs on the origins and recent evolution of our species in an approachable manner
Sex is as fascinating to scientists as it is to the rest of us. A vast pool of knowledge, therefore, has been gleaned from research into the
nature of sex, from the contentious problem of why the wasteful reproductive process exists at all, to how individuals choose their mates and
what traits they find attractive. This fascinating book explores those findings, and their implications for the sexual behaviour of our own
species. It uses the Red Queen from ‘Alice in Wonderland’ – who has to run at full speed to stay where she is – as a metaphor for a whole
range of sexual behaviours. The book was shortlisted for the 1994 Rhone-Poulenc Prize for Science Books. ‘Animals and plants evolved sex
to fend off parasitic infection. Now look where it has got us. Men want BMWs, power and money in order to pair-bond with women who are
blonde, youthful and narrow-waisted ... a brilliant examination of the scientific debates on the hows and whys of sex and evolution’
Independent.
"Quammen brilliantly and powerfully re-creates the 19th century naturalist's intellectual and spiritual journey."--Los Angeles Times Book
Review Twenty-one years passed between Charles Darwin's epiphany that "natural selection" formed the basis of evolution and the
scientist's publication of On the Origin of Species. Why did Darwin delay, and what happened during the course of those two decades? The
human drama and scientific basis of these years constitute a fascinating, tangled tale that elucidates the character of a cautious naturalist
who initiated an intellectual revolution.
Traces the friendship and collaborative achievements of 20th-century intellectuals Albert Camus and Jacques Monod, discussing their
contributions to the French Resistance, Nobel Prize-winning work and passionate advocacy of human rights.
National Book Award Finalist: A biologist’s “thoroughly enjoyable” account of the expeditions that unearthed the history of life on our planet
(Publishers Weekly). Not so long ago, most of our world was an unexplored wilderness. Our sense of its age was vague and vastly off the
mark, and much of the knowledge of our own species’ history was a set of fantastic myths and fairy tales. But scientists were about to
embark on an amazing new era of understanding. From the New York Times–bestselling author of The Big Picture, this book leads us on a
rousing voyage that recounts the most important discoveries in two centuries of natural history: from Darwin’s trip around the world to
Charles Walcott’s discovery of pre-Cambrian life in the Grand Canyon; from Louis and Mary Leakey’s investigation of our deepest past in
East Africa to the trailblazers in modern laboratories who have located a time clock in our DNA. Filled with the same sense of adventure that
spurred on these extraordinary men and women, Remarkable Creatures is a “stirring introduction to the wonder of evolutionary biology”
(Kirkus Reviews). “Charming and enlightening.” —San Francisco Chronicle “As fast-paced as a detective story.” —Nature
Wide-ranging and inclusive, this text provides an invaluable review of an expansive selection of topics in human evolution, variation and
adaptability for professionals and students in biological anthropology, evolutionary biology, medical sciences and psychology. The chapters
are organized around four broad themes, with sections devoted to phenotypic and genetic variation within and between human populations,
reproductive physiology and behavior, growth and development, and human health from evolutionary and ecological perspectives. An
introductory section provides readers with the historical, theoretical and methodological foundations needed to understand the more complex
ideas presented later. Two hundred discussion questions provide starting points for class debate and assignments to test student
understanding.
How the principles of biological innovation can help us overcome creative challenges in art, business, and science In Life Finds a Way,
biologist Andreas Wagner reveals the deep symmetry between innovation in biological evolution and human cultural creativity. Rarely is
either a linear climb to perfection--instead, "progress" is typically marked by a sequence of peaks, plateaus, and pitfalls. For instance, in
Picasso's forty-some iterations of Guernica, we see the same combination of small steps, incessant reshuffling, and large, almost reckless,
leaps that characterize the way evolution transformed a dinosaur's grasping claw into a condor's soaring wing. By understanding these
principles, we can also better realize our own creative potential to find new solutions to adversity. Ultimately, Life Finds a Way offers a new
framework for the nature of creativity, enabling us to better adapt, grow, and change in art, business, or science--that is, in life.
"Fascinating and exhilarating—Sean B. Carroll at his very best."—Bill Bryson, author of The Body: A Guide for Occupants From acclaimed
writer and biologist Sean B. Carroll, a rollicking, awe-inspiring story of the surprising power of chance in our lives and the world Why is the
world the way it is? How did we get here? Does everything happen for a reason or are some things left to chance? Philosophers and
Page 4/5

Where To Download The Making Of Fittest Dna And Ultimate Forensic Record Evolution Sean B Carroll
theologians have pondered these questions for millennia, but startling scientific discoveries over the past half century are revealing that we
live in a world driven by chance. A Series of Fortunate Events tells the story of the awesome power of chance and how it is the surprising
source of all the beauty and diversity in the living world. Like every other species, we humans are here by accident. But it is shocking just how
many things—any of which might never have occurred—had to happen in certain ways for any of us to exist. From an extremely improbable
asteroid impact, to the wild gyrations of the Ice Age, to invisible accidents in our parents' gonads, we are all here through an astonishing
series of fortunate events. And chance continues to reign every day over the razor-thin line between our life and death. This is a relatively
small book about a really big idea. It is also a spirited tale. Drawing inspiration from Monty Python, Kurt Vonnegut, and other great thinkers,
and crafted by one of today's most accomplished science storytellers, A Series of Fortunate Events is an irresistibly entertaining and thoughtprovoking account of one of the most important but least appreciated facts of life.
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