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Natural resources like oil and minerals are the largest source of unaccountable power
in the world. Petrocrats like Putin and the Saudis spend resource money on weapons
and oppression; militants in Iraq and in the Congo spend resource money on
radicalization and ammunition. Resource-fueled authoritarians and extremists present
endless crises to the West-and the source of their resource power is ultimately ordinary
consumers, doing their everyday shopping at the gas station and the mall. In this
sweeping new book, one of today's leading political philosophers, Leif Wenar, goes
behind the headlines in search of the hidden global rule that thwarts democracy and
development-and that puts shoppers into business with some of today's most
dangerous men. Wenar discovers a rule that once licensed the slave trade and
apartheid and genocide, a rule whose abolition has marked some of humanity's
greatest triumphs-yet a rule that still enflames tyranny and war and terrorism through
today's multi-trillion dollar resource trade. Blood Oil shows how the West can now lead
a peaceful revolution by ending its dependence on authoritarian oil, and by getting
consumers out of business with the men of blood. The book describes practical
strategies for upgrading world trade: for choosing new rules that will make us more
secure at home, more trusted abroad, and better able to solve pressing global problems
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like climate change. Blood Oil shows citizens, consumers and leaders how we can act
together today to create a more united human future.
"A fast-paced political thriller.... Wrong's gripping, thoughtful book stands as both a
tribute to Githongo's courage and a cautionary tale." —New York Times Book Review
“On one level, It’s Our Turn to Eat reads like a John Le Carré novel.... On a deeper
and much richer level, the book is an analysis of how and why Kenya descended into
political violence.” — Washington Post Called "urgent and important” by Harper's
magazine, It’s Our Turn to Eat is a nonfiction political thriller of modern Kenya—an eyeopening account of tribal rivalries, pervasive graft, and the rising anger of a prospectless youth that exemplifies an African dilemma.
A Sunday Times bestseller | A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice Named a
best book of the year by The Economist | Financial Times | New Statesman | The
Telegraph "[Putin's People] will surely now become the definitive account of the rise of
Putin and Putinism." —Anne Applebaum, The Atlantic "This riveting, immaculately
researched book is arguably the best single volume written about Putin, the people
around him and perhaps even about contemporary Russia itself in the past three
decades." —Peter Frankopan, Financial Times Interference in American elections. The
sponsorship of extremist politics in Europe. War in Ukraine. In recent years, Vladimir
Putin’s Russia has waged a concerted campaign to expand its influence and
undermine Western institutions. But how and why did all this come about, and who has
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orchestrated it? In Putin’s People, the investigative journalist and former Moscow
correspondent Catherine Belton reveals the untold story of how Vladimir Putin and the
small group of KGB men surrounding him rose to power and looted their country.
Delving deep into the workings of Putin’s Kremlin, Belton accesses key inside players
to reveal how Putin replaced the freewheeling tycoons of the Yeltsin era with a new
generation of loyal oligarchs, who in turn subverted Russia’s economy and legal
system and extended the Kremlin's reach into the United States and Europe. The result
is a chilling and revelatory exposé of the KGB’s revanche—a story that begins in the
murk of the Soviet collapse, when networks of operatives were able to siphon billions of
dollars out of state enterprises and move their spoils into the West. Putin and his allies
subsequently completed the agenda, reasserting Russian power while taking control of
the economy for themselves, suppressing independent voices, and launching covert
influence operations abroad. Ranging from Moscow and London to Switzerland and
Brooklyn’s Brighton Beach—and assembling a colorful cast of characters to
match—Putin’s People is the definitive account of how hopes for the new Russia went
astray, with stark consequences for its inhabitants and, increasingly, the world.
Economic growth does not demand a secret formula. Good development examples now
abound in East Asia and further afield in others parts of Asia, and in Central America.
But why then has Africa failed to realise its potential in half a century of independence?
Why Africa is Poor demonstrates that Africa is poor not because the world has denied
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the continent the market and financial means to compete: far from it. It has not been
because of aid per se. Nor is African poverty solely a consequence of poor
infrastructure or trade access, or because the necessary development and technical
expertise is unavailable internationally. Why then has the continent lagged behind other
developing areas when its people work hard and the continent is blessed with abundant
natural resources? Stomping across the continent and the developing world in search
of the answer, Greg Mills controversially shows that the main reason why Africa's
people are poor is because their leaders have made this choice.
In this book, economist and evolutionary game theorist Daniel Freidman demonstrates
that our moral codes and our market systems, while often in conflict, are really devices
evolved to achieve similar ends, and that society functions best when morals and
markets are in balance with each other.
Describes the state of postwar development policy in Africa that has channeled billions
of dollars in aid but failed to either reduce poverty or increase growth, offering a hopeful
vision of how to address the problem.
This Element explores the mechanisms through which 'African literature', as a market
category, has been consecrated within the global literary field. Drawing on archival,
textual and field-based research, it proposes that the normative story of African literary
writing has functioned to efface a broader material history of African literary production
located on and oriented to the continent itself.
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The first serious full-length biography of modern Africa's most famous dictator "Sharply
written, forensically researched. . . . A meticulous re-examination of Amin's life,
producing a narrative packed with original evidence, and one that strives at all times to
be scrupulously well balanced. "--Paul Kenyon, The Sunday Times, London Idi Amin
began his career in the British army in colonial Uganda, and worked his way up the
ranks before seizing power in a British-backed coup in 1971. He built a violent and
unstable dictatorship, ruthlessly eliminating perceived enemies and expelling Uganda's
Asian population as the country plunged into social and economic chaos. In this
powerful and provocative new account, Mark Leopold places Amin's military
background and close relationship with the British state at the heart of the story. He
traces the interwoven development of Amin's career and his popular image as an
almost supernaturally evil monster, demonstrating the impossibility of fully
distinguishing the truth from the many myths surrounding the dictator. Using an
innovative biographical approach, Leopold reveals how Amin was, from birth, deeply
rooted in the history of British colonial rule, how his rise was a legacy of imperialism,
and how his monstrous image was created.
The Next Africa, an Axiom Best Business Book Award winner, will change the way
people think about the continent. The old narrative of an Africa disconnected from the
global economy, depicted by conflict or corruption, and heavily dependent on outside
donors is fading. A wave of transformation driven by business, modernization, and a
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new cadre of remarkably talented Africans is thrusting the continent from the world's
margins to the global mainstream. In the coming decades the magnitude of Africa's
markets and rising influence of its people will intersect with other key trends to shape a
new era, one in which Africa's progress finally overshadows its challenges,
transforming an emerging continent into a global powerhouse. The Next Africa captures
this story. Authors Jake Bright and Aubrey Hruby pair their collective decades of Africa
experience with several years of direct research and interviews. Packed with profiles;
personal stories, research and analysis, The Next Africa is a paradigm-shifting guide to
the events, trends, and people reshaping Africa's relationship to the world. Bright and
Hruby detail the cross-cutting trends prompting Silicon Valley venture capital funds and
firms like GE, IBM, and Proctor & Gamble to make major investments in African
economies, while describing how Africans are stimulating Milan runways, Hollywood
studios, and London pop charts. The Next Africa introduces readers to the continent's
burgeoning technology movement, rising entrepreneurs, groundbreaking
philanthropists, and cultural innovators making an impact in music, fashion, and film.
Bright and Hruby also connect Africa's transformation to its contemporary immigrant
diaspora, illustrating how this increasingly affluent group will serve as the thread that
pulls the continent's success together. Finally, The Next Africa suggests a fresh
framework for global citizens, public policy-makers, and CEOs to approach Africa. It will
no longer be "The Hopeless Continent", nor will it become an overnight utopia. Bright
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and Hruby offer a more nuanced, net-sum, and data-rich approach to analyzing an
increasingly complex continent, reconciling its continued challenges with rapid
progress. The Next Africa describes a future of a more globally-connected Africa where
its leaders and citizens wield significant economic, cultural, and political power--a future
in which Americans will be more likely to own African stocks, work for companies doing
business in Africa, buy African hits from iTunes, see Nigerian actors win Oscars, and
learn new African names connected to tech moguls and billionaires.

Africa is forever on our TV screens, but the bad-news stories (famine, genocide,
corruption) massively outweigh the good (South Africa). Ever since the process
of decolonialisation began in the mid-1950s, and arguably before, the continent
has appeared to be stuck in a process of irreversible decline. Constant war,
improper use of natural resources and misappropriation of revenues and aid
monies contribute to an impression of a continent beyond hope. How did we get
here? What, if anything, is to be done? Weaving together the key stories and
characters of the last fifty years into a stunningly compelling and coherent
narrative, Martin Meredith has produced the definitive history of how European
ideas of how to organise 10,000 different ethnic groups has led to what Tony
Blair described as the 'scar on the conscience of the world'. Authoritative,
provocative and consistently fascinating, this is a major book on one of the most
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important issues facing the West today.
An investigative journey into the ways the resource trade wreaks havoc on Africa,
'The Looting Machine' sheds light on the shadowy networks that connect
Goldman Sachs, BP, the Hong Kong underworld and the murderous cabals that
rule some oil states.
Winner of the 2015 Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Current Interest. "I can’t
imagine a more important book for our time." —Sebastian Junger The world is
blowing up. Every day a new blaze seems to ignite: the bloody implosion of Iraq
and Syria; the East-West standoff in Ukraine; abducted schoolgirls in Nigeria. Is
there some thread tying these frightening international security crises together?
In a riveting account that weaves history with fast-moving reportage and insider
accounts from the Afghanistan war, Sarah Chayes identifies the unexpected link:
corruption. Since the late 1990s, corruption has reached such an extent that
some governments resemble glorified criminal gangs, bent solely on their own
enrichment. These kleptocrats drive indignant populations to extremes—ranging
from revolution to militant puritanical religion. Chayes plunges readers into some
of the most venal environments on earth and examines what emerges: Afghans
returning to the Taliban, Egyptians overthrowing the Mubarak government (but
also redesigning Al-Qaeda), and Nigerians embracing both radical evangelical
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Christianity and the Islamist terror group Boko Haram. In many such places, rigid
moral codes are put forth as an antidote to the collapse of public integrity. The
pattern, moreover, pervades history. Through deep archival research, Chayes
reveals that canonical political thinkers such as John Locke and Machiavelli, as
well as the great medieval Islamic statesman Nizam al-Mulk, all named
corruption as a threat to the realm. In a thrilling argument connecting the
Protestant Reformation to the Arab Spring, Thieves of State presents a powerful
new way to understand global extremism. And it makes a compelling case that
we must confront corruption, for it is a cause—not a result—of global instability.
In 1880 the continent of Africa was largely unexplored by Europeans. Less than
thirty years later, only Liberia and Ethiopia remained unconquered by them. The
rest - 10 million square miles with 110 million bewildered new subjects - had
been carved up by five European powers (and one extraordinary individual) in the
name of Commerce, Christianity, 'Civilization' and Conquest. The Scramble for
Africa is the first full-scale study of that extraordinary episode in history.
Overseas Press Club Award Winner 2016 A shocking investigative journey into
the way the resource trade wreaks havoc on Africa, ‘The Looting Machine’
explores the dark underbelly of the global economy.
Philosophers have wrestled over the morality and ethics of war for nearly as long
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as human beings have been waging it. The death and destruction that unmanned
warfare entails magnifies the moral and ethical challenges we face in
conventional warfare and everyday society. Intrinsically linked are questions and
perennial problems concerning what justifies the initial resort to war, who may be
legitimately targeted in warfare, who should be permitted to serve the military, the
collateral effects of military weaponry and the methods of determining and
dealing with violations of the laws of war. This book provides a comprehensive
and unifying analysis of the moral, political and social questions concerning the
rise of drone warfare.
The former head of a multi-million dollar economic development program in the
Equatorial Guinea recounts his struggles against government corruption,
capitalist adventures, and bankrupt economic theories
In a world of rising tensions between Russia and the United States, the Middle
East and Europe, Sunnis and Shiites, Islamism and liberalism, Turkey is at the
epicentre. And at the heart of Turkey is its right-wing populist president, Recep
Tayyip Erdo?an. Since 2002, Erdo?an has consolidated his hold on domestic
politics while using military and diplomatic means to solidify Turkey as a regional
power. His crackdown has been brutal and consistent - scores of journalists
arrested, academics officially banned from leaving the country, university deans
Page 10/28

Get Free The Looting Machine Warlords Tycoons Smugglers And The
Systematic Theft Of Africas Wealth
fired and many of the highest-ranking military officers arrested. In some senses,
the nefarious and failed 2016 coup has given Erdo?an the licence to make good
on his repeated promise to bring order and stability under a 'strongman'. Here,
leading Turkish expert Soner Cagaptay will look at Erdo?an's roots in Turkish
history, what he believes in and how he has cemented his rule, as well as what
this means for the world. The book will also unpick the 'threats' Erdogan has
worked to combat - from the liberal Turks to the Gulen movement, from coup
plotters to Kurdish nationalists - all of which have culminated in the crisis of
modern Turkey.
A handful of Afrikaners have risen to the very top of the business world in South
Africa in the past three decades, some of them now dollar billionaires with vast
global business interests. With Koos Bekker at its helm, media group Naspers
grew to dominate the Johannesburg Stock Exchange and was transformed into a
global consumer internet group. Johann Rupert boldly extended Richemont’s
share in the upper-end market of luxury goods, while Christo Wiese and Whitey
Basson at Pepkor and Shoprite became Africa’s largest clothing and food
retailers. Based predominantly on personal interviews, Fortunes reveals why
individuals such as Jannie Mouton, Michiel le Roux, Douw Steyn, Johan van Zyl,
GT Ferreira, Hendrik du Toit, and several commercial farmers, turn whatever
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they touch to gold. Work ethic, astute alliances and an appetite for risk have
catapulted them to great heights. The rise of the Afrikaner super-rich has
coincided with the government’s black economic empowerment programme,
making it one of the unexpected features of the South African economy today.
Fortunes is an unrivalled work that explains who these tycoons are, how they
built their empires and how the sensational collapse of Steinhoff International, led
by Markus Jooste, almost destroyed some of their fortunes. The book boldly
interrogates their spirit of enterprise, faults and follies, but also their vast
philanthropic contributions to the country.
A riveting, first-person account of the backstabbing and hypocrisy that led to the U.N.'s Oil-forFood Program becoming the most corrupt enterprise ever overseen by the international
community.
“Spotlights the career of a fascinating modern warrior, while also shedding light on some of the
conflicts that have raged throughout the world” (Tucson Citizen). A former South African Air
Force pilot who saw action throughout the region from the 1970s on, Neall Ellis is the bestknown mercenary combat aviator alive. Apart from flying Alouette helicopter gunships in
Angola, he fought in the Balkan war for the Islamic forces, tried to resuscitate Mobutu’s ailing
air force during his final days ruling the Congo, flew Mi-8s for Executive Outcomes, and piloted
an Mi-8 fondly dubbed “Bokkie” for Colonel Tim Spicer in Sierra Leone. Finally, with a pair of
aging Mi-24 Hinds, Ellis ran the Air Wing out of Aberdeen Barracks in the war against
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Sankoh’s vicious RUF rebels. As a “civilian contractor,” Ellis has also flown helicopter support
missions in Afghanistan, where, he reckons, he had more close shaves than in his entire
previous four decades. From single-handedly turning the enemy back from the gates of
Freetown to helping rescue eleven British soldiers who’d been taken hostage, Ellis’s many
missions earned him a price on his head, with reports of a million-dollar dead-or-alive reward.
This book describes the full career of this storied aerial warrior, from the bush and jungles of
Africa to the forests of the Balkans and the merciless mountains of Afghanistan. Along the way
the reader encounters a multiethnic array of enemies ranging from ideological to cold-blooded
to pure evil, as well as examples of incredible heroism for hire.
‘When I joined the struggle as a 13-year-old boy in Soweto, I would never have imagined that
one day I would blow the whistle on a special kind of corruption that was destroying the party
and the values I had been fighting for all my life.’ In 2010, government spokesperson Themba
Maseko was called to the Gupta family’s Saxonwold compound and asked by Ajay Gupta to
divert the government’s entire advertising budget to the family’s media company. When
Maseko refused to do so, he was removed from his position and forced to leave the public
service. The life of this once-proud civil servant would never be the same again. Maseko,
whose activism was forged in the Soweto uprising of 1976, is a product of the struggle, and
has always been unfailingly loyal to the principles of the ANC. In 2016, when the party called
on members with evidence of wrongdoing by the Guptas to step forward, Maseko was the only
one to do so. For this courageous act of whistleblowing, he was ostracised, slandered and
even threatened. As a former senior state official, Maseko also offers a rare insider’s view of
the presidencies of Thabo Mbeki and Jacob Zuma and of the inner workings of government.
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Compelling and revelatory, For My Country shows what it takes to stand up for one’s
principles and defy the most powerful man in the country.
In this powerful and groundbreaking book, Misha Glenny takes us on a journey through the
new world of international organised crime. For three years, he has been recording the stories
of gun runners in Ukraine, money launderers in Dubai, drug syndicates in Canada, cyber
criminals in Brazil, racketeers in Japan and many more.During his investigation of the dark
side, he has spoken to countless gangsters, policemen and victims of organised crime while
also exploring the ferocious consumer demand for drugs, trafficked women, illegal labour and
arms across five continents. The journey begins with an appalling and inexplicable murder in
England's stockbroker belt and continues with stories that are often horrifying, sometimes
inspiring, usually bizarre and occasionally funny. But together they build a breathtaking picture
of the shadow economy that has grown so fast that it may now account for about 20% of the
world's GDP. Usually the preserve of sensationalist reporting in the tabloid press, organised
crime has seeped into our lives in so many ways and often without our knowledge. This
consistently riveting account unveils the nature of crime in today's world but it also offers
profound insights into the pitfalls of a globalisation where the rules dividing the legal from the
illegal are often far from clear. McMafia unpicks the nexus of crime, politics and money
worldwide which have become entangled and interdependent in entirely novel forms since the
1980s. It argues that conventional policing methods are no longer appropriate to deal with a
problem whose roots lie in global poverty and the ever widening divisions between rich and
poor.
Inc.com 5 Business Thrillers to Read on the Beach This Summer * Amazon Best Book of the
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Month - Nonfiction * An Economist Book of the Year * The Sunday Times Business Book of the
Year "If you want to know why international crooks and their eminently respectable financial
advisors walk tall and only the little people pay taxes, this is the ideal book for you. Every
politician and moneyman on the planet should read it, but they won't because it's actually
about them." —John le Carré, author of A Legacy of Spies An investigative journalist's deep
dive into the corrupt workings of the world's kleptocrats. From ruined towns on the edge of
Siberia, to Bond-villain lairs in London and Manhattan, something has gone wrong.
Kleptocracies, governments run by corrupt leaders that prosper at the expense of their people,
are on the rise. Once upon a time, if an official stole money, there wasn't much he could do
with it. He could buy himself a new car or build himself a nice house or give it to his friends and
family, but that was about it. If he kept stealing, the money would just pile up in his house until
he had no rooms left to put it in, or it was eaten by mice. And then some bankers had a bright
idea. Join the investigative journalist Oliver Bullough on a journey into Moneyland—the secret
country of the lawless, stateless superrich. Learn how the institutions of Europe and the United
States have become money-laundering operations, attacking the foundations of many of the
world's most stable countries. Meet the kleptocrats. Meet their awful children. And find out how
heroic activists around the world are fighting back. This is the story of wealth and power in the
21st century. It isn't too late to change it.
A Washington Post Notable Book of the Year • An Economist Book of the Year “A must-read
for anyone wanting to better understand what has already happened here in America and what
lies ahead if Trump is reelected in November…. A magisterial account of the money and
violence behind the world’s most powerful dictatorships.” –Washington Post In this shocking,
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meticulously reported work of narrative nonfiction, an award-winning investigative journalist
exposes “capitalism’s monster”—global kleptocracy—and reveals how it is corrupting the world
around us. They are everywhere, the thieves and their people. Masters of secrecy. Until now
we have detected their presence only by what they leave behind. A body in a burned-out Audi.
Workers riddled with bullets in the Kazakh Desert. A rigged election in Zimbabwe. A British
banker silenced and humiliated for trying to expose the truth about the City of London. They
have amassed more money than most countries. But what they are really stealing is power. In
this real-life thriller packed with jaw-dropping revelations, award-winning investigative journalist
Tom Burgis weaves together four stories that reveal a terrifying global web of corruption: the
troublemaker from Basingstoke who stumbles on the secrets of a Swiss bank, the ex-Soviet
billionaire constructing a private empire, the righteous Canadian lawyer with a mysterious
client, and the Brooklyn crook protected by the CIA. Glimpses of this shadowy world have
emerged over the years. In Kleptopia, Burgis connects the dots. He follows the dirty money
that is flooding the global economy, emboldening dictators, and poisoning democracies. From
the Kremlin to Beijing, Harare to Riyadh, Paris to the White House, the trail shows something
even more sinister: the thieves are uniting. And the human cost will be great.
The trade in oil, gas, gems, metals and rare earth minerals wreaks havoc in Africa. During the
years when Brazil, India, China and the other “emerging markets” have transformed their
economies, Africa's resource states remained tethered to the bottom of the industrial supply
chain. While Africa accounts for about 30 per cent of the world's reserves of hydrocarbons and
minerals and 14 per cent of the world's population, its share of global manufacturing stood in
2011 exactly where it stood in 2000: at 1 percent. In his first book, The Looting Machine, Tom
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Burgis exposes the truth about the African development miracle: for the resource states, it's a
mirage. The oil, copper, diamonds, gold and coltan deposits attract a global network of traders,
bankers, corporate extractors and investors who combine with venal political cabals to loot the
states' value. And the vagaries of resource-dependent economies could pitch Africa's new
middle class back into destitution just as quickly as they climbed out of it. The ground beneath
their feet is as precarious as a Congolese mine shaft; their prosperity could spill away like
crude from a busted pipeline. This catastrophic social disintegration is not merely a
continuation of Africa's past as a colonial victim. The looting now is accelerating as never
before. As global demand for Africa's resources rises, a handful of Africans are becoming
legitimately rich but the vast majority, like the continent as a whole, is being fleeced. Outsiders
tend to think of Africa as a great drain of philanthropy. But look more closely at the resource
industry and the relationship between Africa and the rest of the world looks rather different. In
2010, fuel and mineral exports from Africa were worth 333 billion, more than seven times the
value of the aid that went in the opposite direction. But who received the money? For every
Frenchwoman who dies in childbirth, 100 die in Niger alone, the former French colony whose
uranium fuels France's nuclear reactors. In petro-states like Angola three-quarters of
government revenue comes from oil. The government is not funded by the people, and as
result it is not beholden to them. A score of African countries whose economies depend on
resources are rentier states; their people are largely serfs. The resource curse is not merely
some unfortunate economic phenomenon, the product of an intangible force. What is
happening in Africa's resource states is systematic looting. Like its victims, its beneficiaries
have names.
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Overseas Press Club Award Winner 2016 A shocking investigative journey into the way the
resource trade wreaks havoc on Africa, The Looting Machine explores the dark underbelly of
the global economy. Africa: the world's poorest continent and, arguably, its richest. While
accounting for just 2 percent of global GDP, it is home to 15 per cent of the planet's crude oil,
40 per cent of its gold and 80 per cent of its platinum. A third of the earth's mineral deposits lie
beneath its soil. But far from being a salvation, this buried treasure has been a curse. 'The
Looting Machine' takes you on a gripping and shocking journey through anonymous
boardrooms and glittering headquarters to expose a new form of financialized colonialism.
Africa's booming growth is driven by the voracious hunger for natural resources from rapidly
emerging economics such as China. But in the shadows a network of traders, bankers and
corporate raiders has sprung up to grease the palms of venal local political elites. What is
happening in Africa's resource states is systematic looting. In country after country across the
continent, the resource industry is tearing at the very fabric of society. But, like its victims, the
beneficiaries of this looting machine have names. For six years Tom Burgis has been on a
mission to expose corruption and give voice to the millions of Africans who suffer the
consequences of living under this curse. Combining deep reporting with an action-packed
narrative, he travels to the heart of Africa's resource states, meeting a warlord ie the palms of
venal local political elites. What is happening in Africa's resource states is systematic looting.
In country after country across the continent, the resource industry is tearing at the very fabric
of society. But, like its victims, the beneficiaries of this looting machine have names. For six
years Tom Burgis has been on a mission to expose corruption and give voice to the millions of
Africans who suffer the consequences of living under this curse. Combining deep reporting
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with an action-packed narrative, he travels to the heart of Africa's resource states, meeting a
warlord in Nigeria's oil-soaked Niger Delta and crossing a warzone to reach a remote mineral
mine in eastern Congo. The result is a blistering investigation that throws a completely fresh
light on the workings of the global economy and will make you think twice about what goes into
the mobile phone in your pocket and the tank of your car.
“Suzanne Simons is a masterful storyteller. But make no mistake—Master of War is not a work
of fiction….A powerful and true account.” —Wolf Blitzer, anchor, CNN’s The Situation Room
Master of War is the riveting true story of Eric Prince, the ex-Navy SEAL who founded
Blackwater and built the world’s largest military contractor, privatizing war for client nations
around the world. A CNN producer and anchor, Suzanne Simons is the first journalist to get
deep inside Blackwater—and, as a result of her unprecedented access, Master of War provides
the most complete and revelatory account of the rise of this powerful corporate army and the
remarkable entrepreneur who brought it into being, while offering an eye-opening, behind-thescenes look at the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The Looting MachineWarlords, Tycoons, Smugglers and the Systematic Theft of
Africa's WealthWilliam Collins
'A formidable, brave and important book' Robert Macfarlane Who owns England?
Behind this simple question lies this country's oldest and best-kept secret. This is
the history of how England's elite came to own our land, and an inspiring
manifesto for how to open up our countryside once more. This book has been a
long time coming. Since 1086, in fact. For centuries, England's elite have
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covered up how they got their hands on millions of acres of our land, by
constructing walls, burying surveys and more recently, sheltering behind offshore
shell companies. But with the dawn of digital mapping and the Freedom of
Information Act, it's becoming increasingly difficult for them to hide. Trespassing
through tightly-guarded country estates, ecologically ravaged grouse moors and
empty Mayfair mansions, writer and activist Guy Shrubsole has used these 21st
century tools to uncover a wealth of never-before-seen information about the
people who own our land, to create the most comprehensive map of land
ownership in England that has ever been made public. From secret military
islands to tunnels deep beneath London, Shrubsole unearths truths concealed
since the Domesday Book about who is really in charge of this country - at a time
when Brexit is meant to be returning sovereignty to the people. Melding history,
politics and polemic, he vividly demonstrates how taking control of land
ownership is key to tackling everything from the housing crisis to climate change
- and even halting the erosion of our very democracy. It's time to expose the truth
about who owns England - and finally take back our green and pleasant land.
Borno (in northeast Nigeria) is notorious today as the home of an Islamist terrorist
group, Boko Haram, whose insurgency is a major security threat, but it was once
the heartland of the Kanuri-speaking royal empire of Kanem-Borno, renowned
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throughout Africa and beyond, which in its later incarnation, the Bornu Empire,
lasted from 1380 to 1893. This book offers the reader the first modern history of
Borno, drawing upon sources in London, Berlin, Paris, Kaduna and Maiduguri
and recently released 'migrated archives'. As its longevity suggests, what is
particularly remarkable about Borno is the permanence of its boundaries-its
territorial integrity-which dates back centuries, and the political and social
identities that such borders framed in the minds of its inhabitants.
“For anyone who wants to understand how the African economy really works,
The Bright Continent is a good place to start” (Reuters). Dayo Olopade knew
from personal experience that Western news reports on conflict, disease, and
poverty obscure the true story of modern Africa. And so she crossed subSaharan Africa to document how ordinary people deal with their daily challenges.
She found what cable news ignores: a continent of ambitious reformers and
young social entrepreneurs driven by kanju—creativity born of African difficulty.
It’s a trait found in pioneers like Kenneth Nnebue, who turned cheap VHS tapes
into the multimillion-dollar film industry Nollywood. Or Ushahidi, a technology
collective that crowdsources citizen activism and disaster relief. A shining
counterpoint to conventional wisdom, The Bright Continent rewrites Africa’s
challenges as opportunities to innovate, and celebrates a history of doing more
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with less as a powerful model for the rest of the world. “[An] upbeat study of
development in Africa . . . The book is written more in wonder at African ingenuity
than in anger at foreign incomprehension.” —The New Yorker “A hopeful
narrative about a continent on the rise.” —The New York Times Book Review
Emerging from a collection of city states 150 years ago, no other country has had
as turbulent a history as Germany or enjoyed so much prosperity in such a short
time frame. Today, as much of the world succumbs to authoritarianism and
democracy is undermined from its heart, Germany stands as a bulwark for
decency and stability. Mixing personal journey and anecdote with compelling
empirical evidence, this is a critical and entertaining exploration of the country
many in the West still love to hate. Raising important questions for our post-Brexit
landscape, Kampfner asks why, despite its faults, Germany has become a model
for others to emulate, while Britain fails to tackle contemporary challenges. Part
memoir, part history, part travelogue, Why the Germans Do It Better is a rich and
witty portrait of an eternally fascinating country.
A Best Business Book of 2017 -- The Financial Times China is now the biggest
foreign player in Africa. It's Africa's largest trade partner, the largest infrastructure
financier, and the fastest-growing source of foreign direct investment. Chinese
entrepreneurs are flooding into the continent, investing in long-term assets such
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as factories and heavy equipment. Considering Africa's difficult history of
colonialism, one might suspect that China's activity there is another instance of a
foreign power exploiting resources. But as author Irene Yuan Sun vividly shows
in this remarkable book, it is really a story about resilient Chinese entrepreneurs
building in Africa what they so recently learned to build in China--a global
manufacturing powerhouse. The fact that China sees Africa not for its poverty but
for its potential wealth is a striking departure from the attitude of the West,
particularly that of the United States. Despite fifty years of Western aid programs,
Africa still has more people living in extreme poverty than any other region in the
world. Those who are serious about raising living standards across the continent
know that another strategy is needed. Chinese investment gives rise to a
tantalizing possibility: that Africa can industrialize in the coming generation. With
a manufacturing-led transformation, Africa would be following in the footsteps of
the United States in the nineteenth century, Japan in the early twentieth, and the
Asian Tigers in the late twentieth. Many may consider this an old-fashioned way
to develop, but as Sun argues, it's the only one that's proven to raise living
standards across entire societies in a lasting way. And with every new Chinese
factory boss setting up machinery and hiring African workers--and
managers--that possibility becomes more real for Africa. With fascinating and
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moving human stories along with incisive business and economic analysis, The
Next Factory of the World will make you rethink both China's role in the world and
Africa's future in the globalized economy.
The dictator who grew so rich on his country's cocoa crop that he built a
35-storey-high basilica in the jungles of the Ivory Coast. The austere,
incorruptible leader who has shut Eritrea off from the world in a permanent state
of war and conscripted every adult into the armed forces. In Equatorial Guinea,
the paranoid despot who thought Hitler was the saviour of Africa and waged a
relentless campaign of terror against his own people. The Libyan army officer
who authored a new work of political philosophy, The Green Book, and lived in a
tent with a harem of female soldiers, running his country like a mafia family
business. And behind these almost incredible stories of fantastic violence and
excess lie the dark secrets of Western greed and complicity, the insatiable taste
for chocolate, oil, diamonds and gold that have encouraged dictators to rule with
an iron hand, siphoning off their share of the action into mansions in Paris and
banks in Zurich and keeping their people in dire poverty.
Documents the burgeoning Chinese presence in Africa to examine China's
potentially world-changing role in reshaping Africa's culture and economy.
After decades of civil war and instability, the African country of Angola is
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experiencing a spectacular economic boom thanks to its most valuable natural
resource: oil. Focusing on the everyday realities of people living in the extraction
zones, Reed explores the exclusion, degradation, and violence that are the fruits
of petrocapitalism in Angola.
A fascinating insight into the untold story of how British-French rivalry drew the battle-lines of
the modern Middle East. In 1916, in the middle of the First World War, two men secretly
agreed to divide the Middle East between them. Sir Mark Sykes was a visionary politician;
François Georges-Picot a diplomat with a grudge. They drew a line in the sand from the
Mediterranean to the Persian frontier, and together remade the map of the Middle East, with
Britain’s 'mandates' of Palestine, Transjordan and Iraq, and France's in Lebanon and Syria.
Over the next thirty years a sordid tale of violence and clandestine political manoeuvring
unfolded, told here through a stellar cast of politicians, diplomats, spies and soldiers, including
T. E. Lawrence, Winston Churchill and Charles de Gaulle. Using declassified papers from the
British and French archives, James Barr vividly depicts the covert, deadly war of intrigue and
espionage between Britain and France to rule the Middle East, and reveals the shocking way
in which the French finally got their revenge. ‘The very grubby coalface of foreign policy … I
found the entire book most horribly addictive’ Independent ‘One of the unexpected responses
to reading this masterful study is amazement at the efforts the British and French each put into
undermining the other’ The Spectator
Over the last eight years the Syrian conflict has developed into one of the worst humanitarian
tragedies of modern times. More than half a million victims, 5 million refugees abroad and 6
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million internally displaced: the figures only capture part of Syria’s catastrophe. In addition,
there is the less quantifiable damage to the country’s social fabric. Against this dramatic
backdrop, this ISPI Report aims to answer a few crucial questions: how can a country whose
society has gone through such traumas and destruction reimagine itself and its future? What
conditions would allow those Syrians who were forced to leave their homes to return? And
what are the regional and international dynamics and interests that will shape Syria’s future?
The Report provides the reader with key tools to understand where Syria is headed and what
can be done to avoid the worst scenarios.
Africa has been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past centuries, it
was the lure of gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers, merchant-adventurers, and
conquerors from afar. In modern times, the focus of attention is on oil, diamonds, and other
valuable minerals. Land was another prize. The Romans relied on their colonies in northern
Africa for vital grain shipments to feed the population of Rome. Arab invaders followed in their
wake, eventually colonizing the entire region. More recently, foreign corporations have
acquired huge tracts of land to secure food supplies needed abroad, just as the Romans did. In
this vast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes of Africa over a
period of 5,000 years. With compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient
kingdoms and empires; the spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and
other riches; the exploits of explorers and missionaries; and the impact of European
colonization. He examines, too, the fate of modern African states and concludes with a glimpse
of their future. His cast of characters includes religious leaders, mining magnates, warlords,
dictators, and many other legendary figures—among them Mansa Musa, ruler of the medieval
Page 26/28

Get Free The Looting Machine Warlords Tycoons Smugglers And The
Systematic Theft Of Africas Wealth
Mali empire, said to be the richest man the world has ever known. “I speak of Africa,”
Shakespeare wrote, “and of golden joys.” This is history on an epic scale.
As in the cascading of water, violence and nonviolence can cascade down from commanding
heights of power (as in waterfalls), up from powerless peripheries, and can undulate to spread
horizontally (flowing from one space to another). As with containing water, conflict cannot be
contained without asking crucial questions about which variables might cause it to cascade
from the top-down, bottom up and from the middle-out. The book shows how violence
cascades from state to state. Empirical research has shown that nations with a neighbor at war
are more likely to have a civil war themselves (Sambanis 2001). More importantly in the
analysis of this book, war cascades from hot spot to hot spot within and between states
(Autesserre 2010, 2014). The key to understanding cascades of hot spots is in the interaction
between local and macro cleavages and alliances (Kalyvas 2006). The analysis exposes the
folly of asking single-level policy questions like do the benefits and costs of a regime change in
Iraq justify an invasion? We must also ask what other violence might cascade from an invasion
of Iraq? The cascades concept is widespread in the physical and biological sciences with
cascades in geology, particle physics and the globalization of contagion. The past two decades
has seen prominent and powerful applications of the cascades idea to the social sciences
(Sunstein 1997; Gladwell 2000; Sikkink 2011). In his discussion of ethnic violence, James
Rosenau (1990) stressed that the image of turbulence developed by mathematicians and
physicists could provide an important basis for understanding the idea of bifurcation and
related ideas of complexity, chaos, and turbulence in complex systems. He classified the
bifurcated systems in contemporary world politics as the multicentric system and the
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statecentric system. Each of these affects the others in multiple ways, at multiple levels, and in
ways that make events enormously hard to predict (Rosenau 1990, 2006). He replaced the
idea of events with cascades to describe the event structures that 'gather momentum, stall,
reverse course, and resume anew as their repercussions spread among whole systems and
subsystems' (1990: 299). Through a detailed analysis of case studies in South Asia, that built
on John Braithwaite's twenty-five year project Peacebuilding Compared, and coding of conflicts
in different parts of the globe, we expand Rosenau's concept of global turbulence and images
of cascades. In the cascades of violence in South Asia, we demonstrate how micro-events
such as localized riots, land-grabbing, pervasive militarization and attempts to assassinate
political leaders are linked to large scale macro-events of global politics. We argue in order to
prevent future conflicts there is a need to understand the relationships between history,
structures and agency; interest, values and politics; global and local factors and alliances.
Despite the rhetoric, the people of Sub-Saharan Africa are become poorer. From Tony Blair's
Africa Commission and the Make Poverty History campaign to the Hong Kong WTO meeting,
Africa's gains have been mainly limited to public relations. The central problems remain
exploitative debt and financial relationships with the North, phantom aid, unfair trade, distorted
investment and the continent's brain/skills drain. Moreover, capitalism in most African countries
has witnessed the emergence of excessively powerful ruling elites with incomes derived from
financial-parasitical accumulation. Without overstressing the 'mistakes' of such elites, this book
contextualises Africa's wealth outflow within a stagnant but volatile world economy.
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