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Latin American states took dramatic steps toward greater inclusion during the late twentieth and early twenty-first Centuries.
Bringing together an accomplished group of scholars, this volume examines this shift by introducing three dimensions of inclusion:
official recognition of historically excluded groups, access to policymaking, and resource redistribution. Tracing the movement
along these dimensions since the 1990s, the editors argue that the endurance of democratic politics, combined with longstanding
social inequalities, create the impetus for inclusionary reforms. Diverse chapters explore how factors such as the role of
partisanship and electoral clientelism, constitutional design, state capacity, social protest, populism, commodity rents, international
diffusion, and historical legacies encouraged or inhibited inclusionary reform during the late 1990s and early 2000s. Featuring
original empirical evidence and a strong theoretical framework, the book considers cross-national variation, delves into the
surprising paradoxes of inclusion, and identifies the obstacles hindering further fundamental change.
During the 2016 presidential election, America's election infrastructure was targeted by actors sponsored by the Russian
government. Securing the Vote: Protecting American Democracy examines the challenges arising out of the 2016 federal election,
assesses current technology and standards for voting, and recommends steps that the federal government, state and local
governments, election administrators, and vendors of voting technology should take to improve the security of election
infrastructure. In doing so, the report provides a vision of voting that is more secure, accessible, reliable, and verifiable.
The 2015 Argentine election shows how voting decisions vary across developing democracies
Comprehensive study of the application of the Michigan model to explain voting behavior in Latin America
An answer to the assault on voting rights—crucial reading in light of the 2020 presidential election The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is
considered one of the most effective pieces of legislation the United States has ever passed. It enfranchised hundreds of
thousands of voters, particularly in the American South, and drew attention to the problem of voter suppression. Yet in recent
years there has been a continuous assault on access to the ballot box in the form of stricter voter ID requirements, meritless
claims of rigged elections, and baseless accusations of voter fraud. In the past these efforts were aimed at eliminating African
American voters from the rolls, and today, new laws seek to eliminate voters of color, the poor, and the elderly, groups that
historically vote for the Democratic Party. Uncounted examines the phenomenon of disenfranchisement through the lens of history,
race, law, and the democratic process. Gilda R. Daniels, who served as Deputy Chief in the United States Department of Justice
Civil Rights Division and has more than two decades of voting rights experience, argues that voter suppression works in cycles,
constantly adapting and finding new ways to hinder access for an exponentially growing minority population. She warns that a
premeditated strategy of restrictive laws and deceptive practices has taken root and is eroding the very basis of American
democracy—the right to vote!
Brokers, Voters, and Clientelism addresses major questions in distributive politics. Why is it acceptable for parties to try to win
elections by promising to make certain groups of people better off, but unacceptable - and illegal - to pay people for their votes?
Why do parties often lavish benefits on loyal voters, whose support they can count on anyway, rather than on responsive swing
voters? Why is vote buying and machine politics common in today's developing democracies but a thing of the past in most of
today's advanced democracies? This book develops a theory of broker-mediated distribution to answer these questions, testing
the theory with research from four developing democracies, and reviews a rich secondary literature on countries in all world
regions. The authors deploy normative theory to evaluate whether clientelism, pork-barrel politics, and other non-programmatic
distributive strategies can be justified on the grounds that they promote efficiency, redistribution, or voter participation.
Recent years have given rise to an intense debate about the boundaries and appropriate missions of Latin America's armed
forces. This report examines the efforts of civilian leaders in Latin America to identify missions for their militaries appropriate to
both the security environment of the post-Cold War era and to civil-military relations in a democracy, and to provide ways militaries
will effectively adopt these missions. It also analyses the implications for democracy and civilian control of specific roles for the
armed forces that are either under consideration or already underway in Argentina, Brazil, and Chile.
Susan Stokes explores why Latin American politicians seeking reelection would impose unpopular policies.
This volume comprises a collection of ten essays, written between 2002 and 2004, by Teodoro Petkoff, who during the last four decades has
been one of Venezuela's most prominent politicians and political thinkers. He is still very active politically; for several months he was the main
opposition candidate for his party, MAS (Movimiento al Socialismo), opposing Hugo Chavez in the run-up to Venezuela's general election,
held in December 2006. Since 2000, he has been the editor of Tal Cual, one of the most widely read newspapers in Venezuela. First
published in Spanish as Dos Izquierdas (Caracas: Alfadil, 2005), this book has been translated by Daniel Petkoff, and edited by Matthew
Clark, with a view to introducing Petkoff's comment and analysis to the English-speaking world, as none of his previous publications has been
translated into English.
Assaults on democracy are increasingly coming from the actions of duly elected governments, rather than coups. Backsliding examines the
processes through which elected rulers weaken checks on executive power, curtail political and civil liberties, and undermine the integrity of
the electoral system. Drawing on detailed case studies, including the United States and countries in Latin America, Eastern Europe, and
Africa, the book focuses on three, inter-related causal mechanisms: the pernicious effects of polarization; realignments of party systems that
enable elected autocrats to gain legislative power; and the incremental nature of derogations, which divides oppositions and keeps them off
balance. A concluding chapter looks at the international context of backsliding and the role of new technologies in these processes. An online
appendix provides detailed accounts of backsliding in 16 countries, which can be found at www.cambridge.org/backsliding.
Nearly four decades since the onset of the third wave, political parties remain weak in Latin America: parties have collapsed in much of the
region, and most new party-building efforts have failed. Why do some new parties succeed while most fail? This book challenges the
widespread belief that democracy and elections naturally give rise to strong parties and argues that successful party-building is more likely to
occur under conditions of intense conflict than under routine democracy. Periods of revolution, civil war, populist mobilization, or authoritarian
repression crystalize partisan attachments, create incentives for organization-building, and generate a 'higher cause' that attracts committed
activists. Empirically rich chapters cover diverse cases from across Latin America, including both successful and failed cases.
Since independence from Spain, a trope has remained pervasive in Latin America’s republican imaginary: that of an endless antagonism
pitting civilization against barbarism as irreconcilable poles within which a nation’s life unfolds. This book apprehends that trope not just as
the phantasmatic projection of postcolonial elites fearful of the popular sectors but also as a symptom of a stubborn historical predicament:
the cyclical insistence with which the subaltern populations menacingly return to the nation’s public spaces in the form of crowds. Focused
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on Venezuela but relevant to the rest of Latin America, and drawing on a rich theoretical literature including authors like Derrida, Foucault,
Lacoue-Labarthe, Nancy, Lyotard, Laclau, Taussig, and others, Dancing Jacobins is a genealogical investigation of the intrinsically populist
“monumental governmentality” that in response to this predicament began to take shape in that nation at the time of independence. Informed
by a Bolivarian political theology, the nation’s representatives, or “dancing Jacobins,” recursively draw on the repertoire of busts, portraits,
and equestrian statues of national heroes scattered across Venezuela in a montage of monuments and dancing—or universal and particular.
They monumentalize themselves on the stage of the polity as a ponderously statuesque yet occasionally riotous reflection of the nation’s
general will. To this day, the nervous oscillation between crowds and peoplehood intrinsic to this form of government has inflected the
republic’s institutions and constructs, from the sovereign “people” to the nation’s heroic imaginary, its constitutional texts, representative
figures, parliamentary structures, and, not least, its army. Through this movement of collection and dispersion, these institutions are at all
times haunted and imbued from within by the crowds they otherwise set out to mold, enframe, and address.
Why, since the beginning of the twenty-first century, have so many Latin American countries elected governments identifying themselves with
the ideological Left? In The Success of the Left in Latin America: Untainted Parties, Market Reforms, and Voting Behavior, Rosario Queirolo
argues that the “pink tide” that swept across Latin America beginning in the late 1990s—with the election of a growing number of leftist
political candidates to public office—was caused by the intent of voters to punish political parties unable to improve the economic well-being of
their electorates. She argues that Latin Americans vote based on performance, ousting those whom they perceive as responsible for
economic downturns, and ushering into power those in the “untainted opposition,” which has been the Left in most Latin American countries.
Queirolo argues that the effects of neoliberal economic reforms did not produce more votes for political parties on the Left. Rather, the key
variable is unemployment. Left-leaning parties in Latin America increase their electoral chances when unemployment is high. In addition to
explaining recent electoral successes of leftist parties, The Success of the Left in Latin America also undermines a dominant scholarly view of
Latin Americans as random and unpredictable voters by showing how the electorate at the polls holds politicians accountable. "Rosario
Queirolo's The Success of the Left in Latin America: Untainted Parties, Market Reforms, and Voting Behavior makes a valuable contribution
to the study of Latin American politics and of comparative politics more generally. Queirolo makes a compelling argument that the general
shift to the Left in Latin America was less a straightforward protest against neoliberal policies but more strongly a reaction to negative
economic performance. Enriched with extensive survey data, her book is authoritative and persuasive." —Elizabeth J. Zechmeister, Vanderbilt
University
On voting behavior in the United States
This book argues that non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have an important effect on political participation in the developing world.
Contrary to popular belief, they promote moderate political participation through formal mechanisms such as voting only in democracies
where institutions are working well. This is a radical departure from the bulk of the literature on civil society that sees NGOs and other
associations as playing a role in strengthening democracy wherever they operate. Instead, Carew Boulding shows that where democratic
institutions are weak, NGOs encourage much more contentious political participation, including demonstrations, riots, and protests. Except in
extreme cases of poorly functioning democratic institutions, however, the political protest that results from NGO activity is not generally antisystem or incompatible with democracy - again, as long as democracy is functioning above a minimal level.
Political parties provide a crucial link between voters and politicians. This link takes a variety of forms in democratic regimes, from the
organization of political machines built around clientelistic networks to the establishment of sophisticated programmatic parties. Latin
American Party Systems provides a novel theoretical argument to account for differences in the degree to which political party systems in the
region were programmatically structured at the end of the twentieth century. Based on a diverse array of indicators and surveys of party
legislators and public opinion, the book argues that learning and adaptation through fundamental policy innovations are the main mechanisms
by which politicians build programmatic parties. Marshalling extensive evidence, the book's analysis shows the limits of alternative
explanations and substantiates a sanguine view of programmatic competition, nevertheless recognizing that this form of party system
organization is far from ubiquitous and enduring in Latin America.
Conventional wisdom suggests that partisanship has little impact on voter behavior in Brazil; what matters most is pork-barreling, incumbent
performance, and candidates' charisma. This book shows that soon after redemocratization in the 1980s, over half of Brazilian voters
expressed either a strong affinity or antipathy for or against a particular political party. In particular, that the contours of positive and negative
partisanship in Brazil have mainly been shaped by how people feel about one party - the Workers' Party (PT). Voter behavior in Brazil has
largely been structured around sentiment for or against this one party, and not any of Brazil's many others. The authors show how the PT
managed to successfully cultivate widespread partisanship in a difficult environment, and also explain the emergence of anti-PT attitudes.
They then reveal how positive and negative partisanship shape voters' attitudes about politics and policy, and how they shape their choices in
the ballot booth.
In The Long Southern Strategy, Angie Maxwell and Todd Shields trace the consequences of the GOP's decision to court white voters in the
South. Over time, Republicans adopted racially coded, anti-feminist, and evangelical Christian rhetoric and policies, making its platform more
southern and more partisan, and the remodel paid off. This strategy has helped the party reach new voters and secure electoral victories, up
to and including the 2016 election. Now,in any Republican primary, the most southern-presenting candidate wins, regardless of whether that
identity is real or performed. Using an original and wide-ranging data set of voter opinions, Maxwell and Shields examine what southerners
believe and show how Republicans such as Donald Trump stoke support inthe South and among southern-identified voters across the nation.
Latin America suffered a profound state crisis in the 1980s, which prompted not only the wave of macroeconomic and deregulation reforms
known as the Washington Consensus, but also a wide variety of institutional or 'second generation' reforms. 'The State of State Reform in
Latin America' reviews and assesses the outcomes of these less studied institutional reforms. This book examines four major areas of
institutional reform: a. political institutions and the state organization; b. fiscal institutions, such as budget, tax and decentralization
institutions; c. public institutions in charge of sectoral economic policies (financial, industrial, and infrastructure); and d. social sector
institutions (pensions, social protection, and education). In each of these areas, the authors summarize the reform objectives, describe and
measure their scope, assess the main outcomes, and identify the obstacles for implementation, especially those of an institutional nature.
To many international experts, politicians, and commentators, Denmark stands out as an ideal society with a well-functioning welfare state,
low levels of corruption, and a high degree of social and political stability. Like other countries, however, Denmark faces challenges brought
on by overall social changes. Particularly the challenges of maintaining a prosperous economy and the growing number of immigrants from
different ethnic and religious backgrounds have left their mark on Danish society over the past 50 years. But how have Danish voters reacted
to these challenges? In order to understand the foundation of the Danish ideal, the authors analyze voter behavior from the early 1970s until
2019. The Danish Voter investigates a series of interesting questions concerning voters' reactions to the two macrosocial challenges--and
how these reactions impact the foundations for the ideal. The individual chapters consider how the challenges have weakened the traditional
class cleavage while giving rise to new divisions based on gender and education. They also show how electoral polarization on economic
redistribution has remained strong even in spite of depolarization in the parties' positions on this dimension. On cultural issues like
immigration, however, the challenge of diversity has resulted in a dramatic increase in polarization among both parties and voters. By
investigating the drivers of political trust, the authors show how voters respond to enacted policies. The Danish Voter holds important insights
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for readers interested in the politics of Western Europe where countries face similar challenges. Indeed, due to an electoral system open to
new influences, the Danish case is an important test case for theories about political development of contemporary Western societies.
Exploring the factors that lead some presidents to hold on to power beyond their term limits
Develops a new theory of how politicians campaign and deploy electoral clientelism in weak party systems.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From an award-winning journalist at The Atlantic, these searing essays make a damning case that
cruelty is not merely an unfortunate byproduct of the Trump administration but its main objective and the central theme of the American
project. “No writer better demonstrates how American dreams are so often sabotaged by American history. Adam Serwer is essential.”—TaNehisi Coates “Trump summoned the most treacherous forces in American history and conducted them with the ease of a grand maestro.”
Like many of us, Adam Serwer didn’t know that Donald Trump would win the 2016 election. But over the four years that followed, the Atlantic
staff writer became one of our most astute analysts of the Trump presidency and the volatile powers it harnessed. The shock that greeted
Trump’s victory, and the subsequent cruelty of his presidency, represented a failure to confront elements of the American past long thought
vanquished. In this searing collection, Serwer chronicles the Trump administration not as an aberration but as an outgrowth of the inequalities
the United States was founded on. Serwer is less interested in the presidential spectacle than in the ideological and structural currents behind
Trump’s rise—including a media that was often blindsided by the ugly realities of what the administration represented and how it came to be.
While deeply engaged with the moment, Serwer’s writing is also haunted by ghosts of an unresolved American past, a past that torments the
present. In bracing new essays and previously published works, he explores white nationalism, myths about migration, the political power of
police unions, and the many faces of anti-Semitism. For all the dynamics he examines, cruelty is the glue, the binding agent of a movement
fueled by fear and exclusion. Serwer argues that rather than pretending these four years didn’t happen or dismissing them as a brief moment
of madness, we must face what made them possible and continues to endure. Unless we confront these toxic legacies, the fragile dream of
American multiracial democracy will remain vulnerable to the forces that have nearly destroyed it time and again.
Voters do not always choose their preferred candidate on election day. Often they cast their ballots to prevent a particular outcome, as when
their own preferred candidate has no hope of winning and they want to prevent another, undesirable candidate’s victory; or, they vote to
promote a single-party majority in parliamentary systems, when their own candidate is from a party that has no hope of winning. In their
thought-provoking book The Many Faces of Strategic Voting, Laura B. Stephenson, John H. Aldrich, and André Blais first provide a
conceptual framework for understanding why people vote strategically, and what the differences are between sincere and strategic voting
behaviors. Expert contributors then explore the many facets of strategic voting through case studies in Great Britain, Spain, Canada, Japan,
Belgium, Germany, Switzerland, and the European Union.

The transition to democracy underway in Latin America since the 1980s has recently witnessed a resurgence of interest
in experimenting with new forms of local governance emphasizing more participation by ordinary citizens. The hope is
both to foster the spread of democracy and to improve equity in the distribution of resources. While participatory
budgeting has been a favorite topic of many scholars studying this new phenomenon, there are many other types of
ongoing experiments. In Barrio Democracy in Latin America, Eduardo Canel focuses our attention on the innovative
participatory programs launched by the leftist government in Montevideo, Uruguay, in the early 1990s. Based on his
extensive ethnographic fieldwork, Canel examines how local activists in three low-income neighborhoods in that city dealt
with the opportunities and challenges of implementing democratic practices and building better relationships with
sympathetic city officials.
Throughout the twentieth century, much of the population in Latin America lacked access to social protection. Since the
1990s, however, social policy for millions of outsiders - rural, informal, and unemployed workers and dependents - has
been expanded dramatically. Social Policy Expansion in Latin America shows that the critical factors driving expansion
are electoral competition for the vote of outsiders and social mobilization for policy change. The balance of partisan
power and the involvement of social movements in policy design explain cross-national variation in policy models, in
terms of benefit levels, coverage, and civil society participation in implementation. The book draws on in-depth case
studies of policy making in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and Mexico over several administrations and across three policy
areas: health care, pensions, and income support. Secondary case studies illustrate how the theory applies to other
developing countries.
A bracingly provocative challenge to one of our most cherished ideas and institutions Most people believe democracy is a
uniquely just form of government. They believe people have the right to an equal share of political power. And they
believe that political participation is good for us—it empowers us, helps us get what we want, and tends to make us
smarter, more virtuous, and more caring for one another. These are some of our most cherished ideas about democracy.
But Jason Brennan says they are all wrong. In this trenchant book, Brennan argues that democracy should be judged by
its results—and the results are not good enough. Just as defendants have a right to a fair trial, citizens have a right to
competent government. But democracy is the rule of the ignorant and the irrational, and it all too often falls short.
Furthermore, no one has a fundamental right to any share of political power, and exercising political power does most of
us little good. On the contrary, a wide range of social science research shows that political participation and democratic
deliberation actually tend to make people worse—more irrational, biased, and mean. Given this grim picture, Brennan
argues that a new system of government—epistocracy, the rule of the knowledgeable—may be better than democracy, and
that it's time to experiment and find out. A challenging critique of democracy and the first sustained defense of the rule of
the knowledgeable, Against Democracy is essential reading for scholars and students of politics across the disciplines.
Featuring a new preface that situates the book within the current political climate and discusses other alternatives beyond
epistocracy, Against Democracy is a challenging critique of democracy and the first sustained defense of the rule of the
knowledgeable.
In this volume, experts on Latin American public opinion and political behavior employ region-wide public opinion studies,
elite surveys, experiments, and advanced statistical methods to reach several key conclusions about voting behavior in
the region’s emerging democracies. In Latin America, to varying degrees the average voter grounds his or her decision
in factors identified in classic models of voter choice. Individuals are motivated to go to the polls and select elected
officials on the basis of class, religion, gender, ethnicity and other demographic factors; substantive political connections
including partisanship, left-right stances, and policy preferences; and politician performance in areas like the economy,
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corruption, and crime. Yet evidence from Latin America shows that the determinants of voter choice cannot be properly
understood without reference to context—the substance (specific cleavages, campaigns, performance) and the structure
(fragmentation and polarization) that characterize the political environment. Voting behavior reflects the relative youth
and fluidity of the region’s party systems, as parties emerge and splinter to a far greater degree than in long-standing
party systems. Consequently, explanations of voter choice centered around country differences stand on equal footing to
explanations focused on individual-level factors.
Economic voting is common around the world, but in many developing countries economic performance is dependent on
exogenous international factors.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Comprehensive, enlightening, and terrifyingly timely.”—The New York Times Book
Review (Editors' Choice) WINNER OF THE GOLDSMITH BOOK PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE LIONEL GELBER
PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • Time • Foreign Affairs •
WBUR • Paste Donald Trump’s presidency has raised a question that many of us never thought we’d be asking: Is our
democracy in danger? Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt have spent more than twenty years
studying the breakdown of democracies in Europe and Latin America, and they believe the answer is yes. Democracy no
longer ends with a bang—in a revolution or military coup—but with a whimper: the slow, steady weakening of critical
institutions, such as the judiciary and the press, and the gradual erosion of long-standing political norms. The good news
is that there are several exit ramps on the road to authoritarianism. The bad news is that, by electing Trump, we have
already passed the first one. Drawing on decades of research and a wide range of historical and global examples, from
1930s Europe to contemporary Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the American South during Jim Crow, Levitsky and
Ziblatt show how democracies die—and how ours can be saved. Praise for How Democracies Die “What we desperately
need is a sober, dispassionate look at the current state of affairs. Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, two of the most
respected scholars in the field of democracy studies, offer just that.”—The Washington Post “Where Levitsky and Ziblatt
make their mark is in weaving together political science and historical analysis of both domestic and international
democratic crises; in doing so, they expand the conversation beyond Trump and before him, to other countries and to the
deep structure of American democracy and politics.”—Ezra Klein, Vox “If you only read one book for the rest of the year,
read How Democracies Die. . . .This is not a book for just Democrats or Republicans. It is a book for all Americans. It is
nonpartisan. It is fact based. It is deeply rooted in history. . . . The best commentary on our politics, no contest.”—Michael
Morrell, former Acting Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (via Twitter) “A smart and deeply informed book about
the ways in which democracy is being undermined in dozens of countries around the world, and in ways that are perfectly
legal.”—Fareed Zakaria, CNN
This book examines citizens' attitudes toward the legitimacy of their political systems and the relationship between
political legitimacy and democratic stability.
The volume takes a broad view of recent social, political, and economic developments in Latin America. It contains six
essays, focused on salient and cross-cutting themes, that try to construct a thread or narrative about the highly diverse
region, highlighting its main idiosyncrasies and analyzing where it might be headed in coming years. While the essays
recognize considerable advances, they also point out setbacks and missed opportunities that have stood in the way of
sustained progress. Strengthening state capacity emerges as a significant challenge.
An expert on US election law presents an encouraging assessment of current efforts to make our voting system more accessible,
reliable, and effective. In contrast to the anxiety surrounding our voting system, with stories about voter suppression and
manipulation, there are actually quite a few positive initiatives toward voting rights reform. Professor Joshua A. Douglas, an expert
on our electoral system, examines these encouraging developments in this inspiring book about how regular Americans are
working to take back their democracy, one community at a time. Told through the narratives of those working on positive voting
rights reforms, Douglas includes chapters on expanding voter eligibility, easing voter registration rules, making voting more
convenient, enhancing accessibility at the polls, providing voters with more choices, finding ways to comply with voter ID rules,
giving redistricting back to the voters, pushing back on big money through local and state efforts, using journalism to make the
system more accountable, and improving civics education. At the end, the book includes an appendix that lists organizations all
over the country working on these efforts. Unusually accessible for a lay audience and thoroughly researched, this book gives
anyone fed up with our current political environment the ideas and tools necessary to affect change in their own communities.
The Latin American VoterPursuing Representation and Accountability in Challenging ContextsUniversity of Michigan Press
Public opinion and political behavior experts explore voter choice in Latin America with this follow-up to the 1960 landmark The
American Voter
How do presidential candidates in new democracies choose their campaign strategies, and what strategies do they adopt? In
contrast to the claim that campaigns around the world are becoming more similar to one another, Taylor Boas argues that new
democracies are likely to develop nationally specific approaches to electioneering through a process called success contagion.
The theory of success contagion holds that the first elected president to complete a successful term in office establishes a national
model of campaign strategy that other candidates will adopt in the future. He develops this argument for the cases of Chile, Brazil,
and Peru, drawing on interviews with campaign strategists and content analysis of candidates' television advertising from the
1980s through 2011. The author concludes by testing the argument in ten other new democracies around the world, demonstrating
substantial support for the theory.
After decades of stagnation, the size of Latin America's middle class recently expanded to the point where, for the first time ever,
the number of people in poverty is equal to the size of the middle class. This volume investigates the nature, determinants and
possible consequences of this remarkable process of social transformation. We propose an original definition of the middle class,
tailor-made for Latin America, centered on the concept of economic security and thus a low probability of falling into poverty. Given
our definition of the middle class, there are four, not three, classes in Latin America. Sandwiched between the poor and the middle
class there lies a large group of people who appear to make ends meet well enough, but do not enjoy the economic security that
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would be required for membership of the middle class. We call this group the 'vulnerable'. In an almost mechanical sense, these
transformations in Latin America reflect both economic growth and declining inequality in over the period. We adopt a measure of
mobility that decomposes the 'gainers' and 'losers' in society by social class of each household. The continent has experienced a
large amount of churning over the last 15 years, at least 43% of all Latin Americans changed social classes between the mid
1990s and the end of the 2000s. Despite the upward mobility trend, intergenerational mobility, a better proxy for inequality of
opportunity, remains stagnant. Educational achievement and attainment remain to be strongly dependent upon parental education
levels. Despite the recent growth in pro-poor programs, the middle class has benefited disproportionally from social security
transfers and are increasingly opting out from government services. Central to the region's prospects of continued progress will be
its ability to harness the new middle class into a new, more inclusive social contract, where the better-off pay their fair share of
taxes, and demand improved public services.
"Presents evidence that under certain widespread structural conditions, democratic accountability falls prey to the same N-person
prisoner's dilemma that plagues any other decentralized attempt to procure collective goods. Examines four prominent
democracies: postwar and contemporary Brazil and pre-Chavez and contemporary Venezuela"--Provided by publisher.
Explores why indigenous movements have recently won elections for the first time in the history of Latin America.
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