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After World War II, the escalating tensions of the Cold
War shaped the international system. Fearing the Worst
explains how the Korean War fundamentally changed
postwar competition between the United States and the
Soviet Union into a militarized confrontation that would
last decades. Samuel F. Wells Jr. examines how military
and political events interacted to escalate the conflict.
Decisions made by the Truman administration in the first
six months of the Korean War drove both superpowers to
intensify their defense buildup. American leaders feared
the worst-case scenario—that Stalin was prepared to start
World War III—and raced to build up strategic arms,
resulting in a struggle they did not seek out or intend.
Their decisions stemmed from incomplete interpretations
of Soviet and Chinese goals, especially the belief that
China was a Kremlin puppet. Yet Stalin, Mao, and Kim Ilsung all had their own agendas, about which the United
States lacked reliable intelligence. Drawing on newly
available documents and memoirs—including previously
restricted archives in Russia, China, and North
Korea—Wells analyzes the key decision points that
changed the course of the war. He also provides vivid
profiles of the central actors as well as important but
lesser known figures. Bringing together studies of military
policy and diplomacy with the roles of technology,
intelligence, and domestic politics in each of the principal
nations, Fearing the Worst offers a new account of the
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Korean War and its lasting legacy.
Learning Asia history has never been easier! Special
history books, like this, break down historical facts based
on specific events. In this case, you’ll be learning about
the start and end of Korean War. What were the events
that led to the war? How extensive were the effects of
the damage? What happened after the end of the
Korean War? Know the answers today!
"A chronicle of the extraordinary feats of heroism by
Marines called on to do the impossible during the
greatest battle of the Korean War."--Provided by
publisher.
The Korean War, which began in 1950 and ended in
1953, is not considered one of the major wars of the
twentieth century. However, in reality, it was profoundly
impactful on global history. As an early crisis of the Cold
War, it set important precedents for how conflicts would
be handled during this era. But also, it has shaped
Korea’s history for more than half a century. Inside you
will read about... ? Korea before World War II ? The End
of World War II and the Cold War Context ? The Korean
War Begins ? The United States Enters the Korean War
? The Korean War Escalates ? Stalemate at the 38th
Parallel ? After the War It was destructive, and brought
many atrocities on both sides. What is more, still to this
day, Korea remains divided along the 38th parallel, and
the people of North and South Korea live very different
lives.
This compelling photographic history examines the war
in its entirety, from its causes and protagonists to the
strategies, weapons and battles. Goldstein and Maihafer
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have collected more than 450 vivid photographs, many
never before seen by the general public. Published on
the fiftieth anniversary of the Korean conflict, The Korean
War remembers the experience of the American fighting
man in "the forgotten war."
The Korean War (1950?53) began as a conflict between
North Korea and South Korea and eventually involved
the United States and nineteen other nations. An
estimated three million people lost their lives during the
war. For Americans who think that only GIs and their
United Nations contingent comrades fought effectively,
The Korean War will be a surprising introduction to the
valor and sacrifice of the South Korean army. This
comprehensive view of the war from the South Korean
perspective has not been previously available in English
translation.øThe Korean War comprises three volumes.
Volume two continues the account of the progress of the
war, paying particular attention to the diplomatic and
strategic background of the decision by the Chinese to
intervene in late 1950. The volume describes the
painstaking preparation by the communist forces, who
came close to overwhelming the South Korean and
United Nations troops, and follows the course of the
conflict through the allied counteroffensive in the spring
of 1951 to the stalemate and armistice of June 1951.
“A great journalist” raises troubling questions about the
forgotten war in this courageous, controversial book—with
a new introduction by Bruce Cumings (The Baltimore
Sun). “Much about the Korean War is still hidden, and
much will long remain hidden. I believe I have succeeded
in throwing new light on its origins.” —From the author’s
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preface In 1945 US troops arrived in Korea for what
would become America’s longest-lasting conflict. While
history books claim without equivocation that the war
lasted from 1950 to 1953, those who have actually
served there know better. By closely analyzing US
intelligence before June 25, 1950 (the war’s official
start), and the actions of key players like John Foster
Dulles, General Douglas MacArthur, and Chiang Kaishek, the great investigative reporter I. F. Stone
demolishes the official story of America’s “forgotten
war” by shedding new light on the tangled sequence of
events that led to it. The Hidden History of the Korean
War was first published in 1952—during the Korean
War—and then republished during the Vietnam War. In
the 1990s, documents from the former Soviet archives
became available, further illuminating this controversial
period in history.
This groundbreaking book takes a fresh look at the
Korean War by considering the conflict from a Northeast
Asian perspective. It highlights the connections of the
war to earlier conflicts and examines its human impact
on neighboring countries, It also considers the lasting
consequences for the region's society and unsettled
politics today.
The Korean War has been termed "The Forgotten War" or the
"Unknown War." It is a conflict which never assumed the
mythic character of the American Civil War or World War II.
However, this book asserts, it would be impossible to
understand the Cold War and indeed post 1945 global history
without knowledge of the Korean War. Providing a history of
the Korean peninsula before the war and including a detailed
analysis of the fighting itself, The Korean War goes beyond
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the battlefield to deal with the war in the air, ground attack,
and air evacuation. The study also evaluates the
contributions of the UN naval forces, the impact of the war on
various homefronts and issues such as defectors, opposition
to the war, racial segregation and integration, POWs and the
media. Recently-released Soviet documents are used to
assess the role of China, the Soviet Union, North and South
Korea and the allied forces in the conflict. This fascinating
work offers a unique analysis of the Korean War and will be
invaluable to students of twentieth-century history, particularly
those concerned with American and Pacific history.
The Korean War is the most comprehensive and detailed
bibliography compiled to date on the American involvement in
"The Forgotten War." In this revised and expanded second
edition, Keith D. McFarland’s clearly written annotations
provide concise descriptions of more than 2,600 of the most
important books, articles, and documents written in English
on the conflict in Korea. Key topics include origins of the war;
the political and military roles of North and South Korea, the
United States, the Soviet Union, China, Great Britain,
Canada, Australia, South Africa, Turkey, and other United
Nations members; campaigns and battles; weapons and
uniforms; and the military and diplomatic aspects of the war.
Specific subjects are easy to find using the index organized
by topic and author, making The Korean War a necessity for
every academic or research library.
General Douglas MacArthur was highly skilled and world
famous as a military commander. Under his leadership after
World War II, Japan was rebuilt into a democratic ally. But
during the Korean War, in defiance of President Harry S.
Truman and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, he pushed for an
aggressive confrontation with Communist China—a position
intended to provoke a wider war, regardless of the
consequences. While MacArthur aspired to stamp out
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Communism across the globe, Truman was much more
concerned with containing the Soviet Union. The infamous
clash between them was not only an epic turning point in
history, but the ultimate struggle between civil and military
power in the United States. While other U.S. generals have
challenged presidential authority, no other military leader has
ever so brazenly attempted to dictate national policy. In
MacArthur’s War, Bevin Alexander details MacArthur’s
battles, from the alliances he made with Republican leaders
to the threatening ultimatum he delivered to China against
orders—the action that led directly to his downfall. INCLUDES
PHOTOGRAPHS
A BRACING ACCOUNT OF A WAR THAT IS EITHER
MISUNDERSTOOD, FORGOTTEN, OR WILLFULLY
IGNORED. For Americans, it was a discrete conflict lasting
from 1950 to 1953. But for the Asian world the Korean War
was a generations-long struggle that still haunts
contemporary events. With access to new evidence and
secret materials from both here and abroad, including an
archive of captured North Korean documents, Bruce Cumings
reveals the war as it was actually fought. He describes its
origin as a civil war, preordained long before the first shots
were fired in June 1950 by lingering fury over Japan’s
occupation of Korea from 1910 to 1945. Cumings then shares
the neglected history of America’s post–World War II
occupation of Korea, reveals untold stories of bloody
insurgencies and rebellions, and tells of the United States
officially entering the action on the side of the South,
exposing as never before the appalling massacres and
atrocities committed on all sides. Elegantly written and
blisteringly honest, The Korean War is, like the war it
illuminates, brief, devastating, and essential. Praise for The
Korean War “A powerful revisionist history . . . a sobering
corrective.”—The New York Times “Worth reading . . . This
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work raises the question of what Korea can tell us about the
outlook for Iraq and Afghanistan.”—Financial Times “Wellsourced [and] elegantly presented.”—The Wall Street Journal
"Lets readers experience the Korean War from multiple
perspectives, allowing them to choose different paths through
history"-A groundbreaking look at how the interrogation rooms of the
Korean War set the stage for a new kind of battle—not over
land but over human subjects Traditional histories of the
Korean War have long focused on violations of the thirtyeighth parallel, the line drawn by American and Soviet
officials in 1945 dividing the Korean peninsula. But The
Interrogation Rooms of the Korean War presents an entirely
new narrative, shifting the perspective from the boundaries of
the battlefield to inside the interrogation room. Upending
conventional notions of what we think of as geographies of
military conflict, Monica Kim demonstrates how the Korean
War evolved from a fight over territory to one over human
interiority and the individual human subject, forging the
template for the US wars of intervention that would
predominate during the latter half of the twentieth century and
beyond. Kim looks at how, during the armistice negotiations,
the United States and their allies proposed a new kind of
interrogation room: one in which POWs could exercise their
“free will” and choose which country they would go to after
the ceasefire. The global controversy that erupted exposed
how interrogation rooms had become a flashpoint for the
struggles between the ambitions of empire and the demands
for decolonization, as the aim of interrogation was to produce
subjects who attested to a nation’s right to govern. The
complex web of interrogators and prisoners—JapaneseAmerican interrogators, Indian military personnel, Korean
POWs and interrogators, and American POWs—that Kim
uncovers contradicts the simple story in US popular memory
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of “brainwashing” during the Korean War. Bringing together a
vast range of sources that track two generations of people
moving between three continents, The Interrogation Rooms
of the Korean War delves into an essential yet overlooked
aspect of modern warfare in the twentieth century.
The Korean War was another significant point in history that
not many know about. But, with this book, your child can
learn all about this time period, and what it meant for society.
Pick up a copy today to learn more about this and the impact
this war had on society.
It was the first war we could not win. At no other time since
World War II have two superpowers met in battle. Now Max
Hastings, preeminent military historian takes us back to the
bloody bitter struggle to restore South Korean independence
after the Communist invasion of June 1950. Using personal
accounts from interviews with more than 200 vets—including
the Chinese—Hastings follows real officers and soldiers
through the battles. He brilliantly captures the Cold War crisis
at home—the strategies and politics of Truman, Acheson,
Marshall, MacArthur, Ridgway, and Bradley—and shows what
we should have learned in the war that was the prelude to
Vietnam.

Wada Haruki, one of the world’s leading scholars of
the war, draws on archival and other primary
sources in Russia, China, the United States, South
Korea, Taiwan, and Japan to provide the first full
understanding of the Korean War as an international
conflict from the perspective of all the actors
involved. Although sixty-five years have passed
since the armistice, the Korean conflict has never
really ended. Tensions remain high on the peninsula
as Washington and Pyongyang, as well as Seoul
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and Pyongyang, continue to face off. It is even more
timely now to address the origins of the Korean War,
the nature of the confrontation, and the ways in
which it affects the geopolitical landscape of
Northeast Asia and the Pacific region. With his
unmatched ability to draw on sources from every
country involved, Wada paints a rich and full portrait
of a conflict that continues to generate controversy.
After World War II, the major powers faced social
upheaval at home and anti-colonial wars around the
globe. Alarmed by conflict in Korea that could
change U.S.-Soviet relations from chilly to nuclear,
ordinary people and policymakers created a fantasy
of a bipolar Cold War world in which global and
domestic order was paramount, Masuda Hajimu
shows.
A revisionist account of the controversial war
examines perspectives on both sides of the conflict
while assessing its cultural contradictions and lasting
influence, placing particular focus on the roles of
McCarthyism and the media.
This pioneering volume navigates cultural memory of
the Korean War through the lens of contemporary
arts and film in South Korea for the last two decades.
Cultural memory of the Korean War has been a
subject of persistent controversy in the forging of
South Korean postwar national and ideological
identity. Applying the theoretical notion of
“postmemory,” this book examines the increasingly
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diversified attitudes toward memories of the Korean
War and Cold War from the late 1990s and onward,
particularly in the demise of military dictatorships.
Chapters consider efforts from younger generation
artists and filmmakers to develop new ways of
representing traumatic memories by refusing to
confine themselves to the tragic experiences of
survivors and victims. Extensively illustrated, this is
one of the first volumes in English to provide an indepth analysis of work oriented around such themes
from 12 renowned and provocative South Korean
artists and filmmakers. This includes documentary
photographs, participatory public arts, independent
women’s documentary films, and media
installations. The Korean War and Postmemory
Generation will appeal to students and scholars of
film studies, contemporary art, and Korean history.
The first comprehensive analysis of the Korean War
and its enduring legacies through the lenses of
intimate human and social experience.
This first truly international history of the Korean War
argues that by its timing, its course, and its outcome
it functioned as a substitute for World War III. Stueck
draws on recently available materials from seven
countries, plus the archives of the United Nations,
presenting a detailed narrative of the diplomacy of
the conflict and a broad assessment of its critical role
in the Cold War. He emphasizes the contribution of
the United Nations, which at several key points in the
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conflict provided an important institutional framework
within which less powerful nations were able to
restrain the aggressive tendencies of the United
States. In Stueck's view, contributors to the U.N.
cause in Korea provided support not out of any
abstract commitment to a universal system of
collective security but because they saw an
opportunity to influence U.S. policy. Chinese
intervention in Korea in the fall of 1950 brought with
it the threat of world war, but at that time and in other
instances prior to the armistice in July 1953,
America's NATO allies and Third World neutrals
succeeded in curbing American adventurism. While
conceding the tragic and brutal nature of the war,
Stueck suggests that it helped to prevent the
occurrence of an even more destructive conflict in
Europe.
In contrast to the many books that use military,
diplomatic, and historic language in analyzing the
Korean War, this book takes a cultural approach that
emphasizes the human dimension of the war, an
approach that especially features Korean voices.
There are chapters on Korean art on the war,
translations into English of Korean poetry by Korean
soldiers, and American soldier poetry on the war.
There is a photographic essay on the war by combat
journalist and Pulitzer Prize winning photographer
Max Desfor. Another chapter includes and analyzes
songs on the Korean War - Korean, American, and
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Chinese - that illuminate the many complex
memories of the war. There is a discussion of
Korean films on the war and a chapter on Korean
War POWs and their contested memories. More
than any other nonfiction book on the war, this one
shows us the human face of tragedy for Americans,
Chinese, and most especially Koreans. June 2000
was the fiftieth anniversary of the outbreak of the
Korean War; this moving volume is intended as a
commemoration of it.
Presents a history and analysis of the Korean War,
focusing on the contributions of the United Nations,
diplomacy of the conflict, and its role in the Cold
War.
This comprehensive historical dictionary contains a
series of in-depth essays that describe the diplomatic,
political, and military developments surrounding the
Korean War. The volume concentrates on the period of
conventional war from the North Korean invasion of
South Korea in June 1950 through the signing of the
armistice agreement on July 27, 1953, although key
developments prior to the formal outbreak of hostilities
also receive attention. Written by a distinguished group
of contributors, the entries cover all of the significant
people, controversies, military operations, and policy
pronouncements of the era.
The description for this book, The Origins of the Korean
War, Volume I: Liberation and the Emergence of
Separate Regimes, 1945-1947, will be forthcoming.
Summarizes the major events of the Korean War,
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surveys the world situation in the early 1950s, and
details the war's effect on American domestic affairs
Distributed for Yuksabipyungsa Press Bruce Cumings
maintains in his classic account that the origin of the
Korean War must be sought in the five-year period
preceding the war, when Korea was dominated by
widespread demands for political, economic, and social
change. Making extensive use of Korean-language
materials from North and South, and of classified
documents, intelligence reports, and U.S. military
sources, the author examines the background of postwar
Korean politics and the arrival of American and Soviet
troops in 1945. Cumings then analyzes Korean politics
and American policies in Seoul as well as in the
hinterlands. Arguing that the Korean War was civil and
revolutionary in character, Cumings shows how the basic
issues over which the war was fought were apparent
immediately after Korea's liberation from colonial rule in
1945. These issues led to o the effective emergence of
separate northern and southern regimes within a year,
extensive political violence in the southern provinces,
and preemptive American policies designed to create a
bulwark against revolution in the South and Communism
in the North.
This book examines relations between China and the
Soviet Union during the 1950s, and provides an insight
into Chinese thinking about the Korean War. This volume
is based on a translation of Shen Zihua’s best-selling
Chinese-language book, which broke the mainland
Chinese taboo on publishing non-heroic accounts of the
Korean War.The author combined information detailed in
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Soviet-era diplomatic documents (released after the
collapse of the Soviet Union) with Chinese memoirs,
official document collections and scholarly monographs,
in order to present a non-ideological, realpolitik account
of the relations, motivations and actions among three
Communist actors: Stalin, Mao Zedong and Kim Il-sung.
This new translation represents a revisionist perspective
on trilateral Communist alliance relations during the
Korean War, shedding new light on the origins of the
Sino-Soviet split and the rather distant relations between
China and North Korea. It features a critical introduction
to Shen's work and the text is based on original archival
research not found in earlier books in English. This book
will be of much interest to students of Communist China,
Stalinist Russia, the Korean War, Cold War Studies and
International History in general.
"In three days the number of so-called 'volunteers'
reached over three hundred men. Very quickly they
organized us into military units. Just like that I became a
North Korean soldier and was on the way to some
unknown place."—from the book South Korean Lee
Young Ho was seventeen years old when he was forced
to serve in the North Korean People's Army during the
first year of the Korean War. After a few months, he
deserted the NKPA and returned to Seoul where he
joined the South Korean Marine Corps. Ho's experience
is only one of the many compelling accounts found in
Voices from the Korean War. Unique in gathering war
stories from veterans from all sides of the Korean
War—American, South Korean, North Korean, and
Chinese—this volume creates a vivid and
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multidimensional portrait of the three-year-long conflict
told by those who experienced the ground war firsthand.
Richard Peters and Xiaobing Li include a significant
introduction that provides a concise history of the Korean
conflict, as well as a geographical and a political
backdrop for the soldiers' personal stories.
The Korean WarA HistoryRandom House Digital, Inc.
How presidents spark and sustain support for wars
remains an enduring and significant problem. Korea was
the first limited war the U.S. experienced in the
contemporary period - the first recent war fought for
something less than total victory. In Selling the Korean
War , Steven Casey explores how President Truman and
then Eisenhower tried to sell it to the American public.
Based on a massive array of primary sources, Casey
subtly explores the government's selling activities from
all angles. He looks at the halting and sometimes chaotic
efforts of Harry Truman and Dean Acheson, Dwight
Eisenhower and John Foster Dulles. He examines the
relationships that they and their subordinates developed
with a host of other institutions, from Congress and the
press to Hollywood and labor. And he assesses the
complex and fraught interactions between the military
and war correspondents in the battlefield theater itself.
From high politics to bitter media spats, Casey guides
the reader through the domestic debates of this messy,
costly war. He highlights the actions and calculations of
colorful figures, including Senators Robert Taft and
JHoseph McCarthy, and General Douglas MacArthur. He
details how the culture and work routines of Congress
and the media influenced political tactics and daily news
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stories. And he explores how different phases of the war
threw up different problems - from the initial disasters in
the summer of 1950 to the giddy prospects of victory in
October 1950, from the massive defeats in the wake of
China's massive intervention to the lengthy period of
stalemate fighting in 1952 and 1953.
Depicted as an insular and forbidding police state with an
“insane” dictator at its helm, North Korea—charter
member of Bush’s “Axis of Evil”—is a country the U.S.
loves to hate. Now the CIA says it possesses nuclear,
chemical, and biological weapons, as well as long-range
missiles capable of delivering them to America’s West
Coast. But, as Bruce Cumings demonstrates in this
provocative, lively read, the story of the U.S.-Korea
conflict is more complex than our leaders or our news
media would have us believe. Drawing on his extensive
knowledge of Korea, and on declassified government
reports, Cumings traces that story, from the brutal
Korean War to the present crisis. Harboring no illusions
regarding the totalitarian Kim Jong Il regime, Cumings
nonetheless insists on a more nuanced approach. The
result is both a counter-narrative to the official U.S. and
North Korean versions and a fascinating portrayal of
North Korea, a country that suffers through foreign
invasions, natural disasters, and its own internal
contradictions, yet somehow continues to survive.
" The Korean War in World History features the
accomplishments of noted scholars over the last decade
and lays the groundwork for the next generation of
scholarship. These essays present the latest thinking on
the Korean War, focusing on the relationship of one
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country to the war. William Stueck’s introduction and
conclusion link each essay to the rich historiography of
the event and suggest the war’s place within the history
of the twentieth century. The Korean War had two very
different faces. On one level the conflict was local,
growing out of the internal conditions of Korea and
fought almost entirely within the confines of a small
Asian country located far from Europe. The fighting pitted
Korean against Korean in a struggle to determine the
balance of political power within the country. Yet the war
had a huge impact on the international politics of the
Cold War. Combat threatened to extend well beyond the
peninsula, potentially igniting another global
conflagration and leaving in its wake a much escalated
arms race between the Western and Eastern blocs. The
dynamics of that division remain today, threatening
international peace and security in the twenty-first
century. Contributors: Lloyd Gardner, Chen Jian, Allan R.
Millett, Michael Schaller, and Kathryn Weathersby
An interpretative history of the Korean War. The text
examines the war within the broader context of Korea's
history, offering an analysis of the course of the war, and
assessing the role of both North and South Korea and
the allied forces in the conflict. The study goes beyond
the battlefield, to evaluate the contribution of the UN
naval forces and the impact of the war on the homefront.
Issues such as defectors, opposition to the war, POWs
and the media are explored and original research
concerning the war's origins and development is
incorporated from Soviet archives. This work should
prove to be of value to students and scholars of 20thPage 17/19
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century history, particularly, those concerned with
American and Pacific history.
Fought on what to Westerners was a remote peninsula in
northeast Asia, the Korean War was a defining moment
of the Cold War. It militarized a conflict that previously
had been largely political and economic. And it solidified
a series of divisions--of Korea into North and South, of
Germany and Europe into East and West, and of China
into the mainland and Taiwan--which were to persist for
at least two generations. Two of these divisions continue
to the present, marking two of the most dangerous
political hotspots in the post-Cold War world. The Korean
War grew out of the Cold War, it exacerbated the Cold
War, and its impact transcended the Cold War. William
Stueck presents a fresh analysis of the Korean War's
major diplomatic and strategic issues. Drawing on a
cache of newly available information from archives in the
United States, China, and the former Soviet Union, he
provides an interpretive synthesis for scholars and
general readers alike. Beginning with the decision to
divide Korea in 1945, he analyzes first the origins and
then the course of the conflict. He takes into account the
balance between the international and internal factors
that led to the war and examines the difficulty in
containing and eventually ending the fighting. This
discussion covers the progression toward Chinese
intervention as well as factors that both prolonged the
war and prevented it from expanding beyond Korea.
Stueck goes on to address the impact of the war on
Korean-American relations and evaluates the
performance and durability of an American political
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culture confronting a challenge from authoritarianism
abroad. Stueck's crisp yet in-depth analysis combines
insightful treatment of past events with a suggestive
appraisal of their significance for present and future.
The Korean War was a significant turning point in the
Cold War. This book explains how the conflict in a small
peninsula in East Asia had a tremendous impact on the
entire international system and the balance of power
between the two superpowers, America and Russia.
Through the conflict, the West demonstrated its resolve
to thwart Communist aggression and the armed forces of
China, the Soviet Union and the United States came into
direct combat for the only time during the Cold War.
Have you ever heard of the Battle of Osan, or even of
the Korean War that it was a part of? This war has been
called America’s “Forgotten War” because not a lot of
people talk about it. It was not global, like World War
Two had been, and it was not as controversial as the
Vietnam War. Although it lasted for about three years,
and although some 40,000 American soldiers lost their
lives, the whole thing seemed so far away that, to this
day, not a lot of people even know what the war was
about or how it ended. Sometimes, they don’t even
know that it happened. In this handbook, we hope that
you will learn the most important stuff about theKorean
War. What can you expect to see? Find out in this
exciting book! KidCaps is an imprint of BookCaps Study
Guides; with dozens of books published every month,
there's sure to be something just for you! Visit our
website to find out more.
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