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The House Of Birds
“Lovely, celebratory. For all the belittling of ‘bird brains,’ [Ackerman] shows
them to be uniquely impressive machines . . .” —New York Times Book Review
“A lyrical testimony to the wonders of avian intelligence.” —Scientific American
An award-winning science writer tours the globe to reveal what makes birds
capable of such extraordinary feats of mental prowess Birds are astonishingly
intelligent creatures. According to revolutionary new research, some birds rival
primates and even humans in their remarkable forms of intelligence. In The
Genius of Birds, acclaimed author Jennifer Ackerman explores their newly
discovered brilliance and how it came about. As she travels around the world to
the most cutting-edge frontiers of research, Ackerman not only tells the story of
the recently uncovered genius of birds but also delves deeply into the latest
findings about the bird brain itself that are shifting our view of what it means to be
intelligent. At once personal yet scientific, richly informative and beautifully
written, The Genius of Birds celebrates the triumphs of these surprising and
fiercely intelligent creatures. Ackerman is also the author of Birds by the Shore:
Observing the Natural Life of the Atlantic Coast.
As the summer of 1821 began, John James Audubon's ambition to create a
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comprehensive pictorial record of American birds was still largely a dream. Then,
out of economic necessity, Audubon came to Oakley Plantation, a sprawling
estate in Louisiana's West Feliciana Parish. Teeming with an abundance of birds,
the woods of Oakley galvanized Audubon's sense of possibility for one of the
most audacious undertakings in the annals of art. In A Summer of Birds,
journalist and essayist Danny Heitman sorts through the facts and romance of
Audubon's summer at Oakley, a season that clearly shaped the destiny of the
world's most famous bird artist. Heitman draws from a rich variety of sources -including Audubon's own extensive journals, more recent Audubon scholarship,
and Robert Penn Warren's poetry -- to create a stimulating excursion across
time, linking the historical man Audubon to the present-day civic and cultural
icon. He considers the financial straits that led to Audubon's employment at
Oakley as a private tutor to fifteen-year-old Eliza Pirrie, Audubon's family history,
his flamboyance as a master of self-invention, his naturalist and artistic
techniques, and the possible reasons for his dismissal. Illustrations include
photographs of Oakley House -- now a state historic site -- Audubon's paintings
from his Oakley period, and portraits of the Pirrie family members. A favorable
combination of climate and geography made Oakley a birding haven, and
Audubon completed or began at least twenty-three bird paintings -- among his
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finest work -- while staying there. A Summer of Birds will inform and delight
readers in its exploration of this eventful but unsung 1821 interlude, a fascinating
chapter in the life of America's foremost bird artist. It is an indispensable pleasure
for birders, Audubon enthusiasts, and visitors to Oakley House.
Ideal for the armchair bird enthusiast or dedicated bird watcher, this book
includes stunning full-color photographs, revealing each species with unrivaled
clarity. A lavish introduction describes bird characteristics and behavior, while
stunning full-color photographs reveal individual species for easy identification.
The 550 most commonly seen birds are pictured in clear, close-up photographs,
with images of similar birds provided to make differentiation easy, from game
birds and waterfowl to shorebirds and swifts to owls, hummingbirds, finches, and
more. Discover which species to expect when and where with up-to-date, colorcoded maps highlighting habitation and migratory patterns. The most commonly
seen species are given a whole page in the species catalog, and each full-page
profile includes images of plumage variations, subspecies, information on similar
birds, and artwork of the bird in flight that reveal their outstretched wings. Rare
birds and vagrants who occasionally stray into North America are also described,
making AMNH Birds of North America one of the most comprehensive guides on
the market and essential for anyone interested in birding.
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‘With a heroine that you root for this is a sweet read with real heart and soul’
Sarra Manning author of The House of Secrets
Your little one will love to discover the amazing animals inside this bright board
book. There are 100 animal photographs to look at and talk about, and 100
animal names to read and learn, too. The pages are made from tough board for
hours of fun reading, and the cover is softly padded for little hands to hold.
The universally respected NPR journalist and bestselling memoirist Scott Simon
makes a dazzling fiction debut. In Pretty Birds, Simon creates an intense,
startling, and tragicomic portrait of a classic character–a young woman in the
besieged city of Sarajevo in the early 1990s. In the spring of 1992, Irena Zaric is
a star on her Sarajevo high school basketball team, a tough, funny teenager who
has taught her parrot, Pretty Bird, to do a decent imitation of a ball hitting a hoop.
Irena wears her hair short like k. d. lang’s, and she loves Madonna, Michael
Jordan, and Johnny Depp. But while Irena rocks out and shoots baskets with her
friends, her beloved city has become a battleground. When the violence and
terror of “ethnic cleansing” against Muslims begins, Irena and her family,
brutalized by Serb soldiers, flee for safety across the river that divides the city. If
once Irena knew of war only from movies and history books, now she knows its
reality. She steals from the dead to buy food. She scuttles under windows in her
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own home to dodge bullets. She risks her life to communicate with an old Serb
school friend and teammate. Even Pretty Bird has started to mimic the sizzle of
mortar fire. In a city starved for work, a former assistant principal offers Irena a
vague job, “duties as assigned,” which she accepts. She begins by sweeping
floors, but soon, under the tutelage of a cast of rogues and heroes, she learns to
be a sniper, biding her time, never returning to the same perch, and searching
her targets for the “mist” that marks a successful shot. Ultimately, Irena’s new
vocation will lead to complex and cataclysmic consequences for herself and
those she loves. As a journalist, Scott Simon covered the siege of Sarajevo.
Here, in a novel as suspenseful as a John le Carré thriller, he re-creates the
atmosphere of that place and time and the pain and dark humor of its people.
Pretty Birds is a bold departure, and the auspicious beginning of yet another
brilliant career for its author.
Learn the how’s and why’s of bird behavior, from flirtatious mating practices and
gorgeous birdsong to flying south for the winter. In this lively reference book,
Laura Erickson addresses hundreds of real-life questions sent in to the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology, the world’s foremost authority on birds. With expert advice
on bird watching techniques and equipment, feeding and housing birds,
protecting habitats, and much more, Erickson guides you through the intricacies
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of the avian world with a contagious passion for our feathered friends.
A “highly imaginative and utterly exhilarating” (Thrillist) debut that is “the best of
what science fiction can be: a thought-provoking, heartrending story about the
choices that define our lives” (Kirkus Reviews, Best Debut Fiction and Best
Science Fiction & Fantasy of the Year). FINALIST FOR THE LOCUS AWARD •
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY TORDOTCOM AND
KIRKUS REVIEWS A mysterious child lands in the care of a solitary woman,
changing both of their lives forever. I expected many things from this trip. I did not
expect a family. A ship captain, unfettered from time. A mute child, burdened with
unimaginable power. A millennia-old woman, haunted by lifetimes of mistakes. In
this captivating debut of connection across space and time, these outsiders will
find in each other the things they lack: a place of love and belonging. A safe
haven. A new beginning. But the past hungers for them, and when it catches up,
it threatens to tear this makeshift family apart. Praise for The Vanished Birds
“This is the most impressive debut of 2020.”—Locus “This extraordinary science
fiction epic, which delves deep into the perils of failing to learn from one’s
mistakes, is perfect for fans of big ideas and intimate reflections.”—Publishers
Weekly (starred review) “A lyrical and moving narrative of space travel, found
families, and lost loves set against an evocative space-opera
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background.”—Booklist (starred review) “The Vanished Birds finds an intimate
heartbeat of longing in a saga of galactic progress and its crushing fallout. . . . A
novel of vast scope that yet makes time for compassion, wonder, and
poetry.”—Indra Das, author of The Devourers
A Bird in the House is a series of eight interconnected short stories narrated by Vanessa
MacLeod as she matures from a child at age ten into a young woman at age twenty. Wise for
her years, Vanessa reveals much about the adult world in which she lives. "Vanessa rebels
against the dominance of age; she watches [her grandfather] imitate her aunt Edna; and her
rage at times is such that she would gladly kick him. It takes great skill to keep this story within
the expanding horizon of this young girl and yet make it so revealing of the adult
world."—Atlantic "A Bird in the House achieves the breadth of scope which we usually associate
with the novel (and thereby is as psychologically valid as a good novel), and at the same time
uses the techniques of the short story form to reveal the different aspects of the young
Vanessa." —Kent Thompson, The Fiddlehead "I am haunted by the women in Laurence's
novels as if they really were alive—and not as women I've known, but as women I've
been."—Joan Larkin, Ms. Magazine "Not since . . . To Kill a Mockingbird has there been a novel
like this. It should not be missed by anyone who has a child or was a child."—Pittsburgh PostGazette One of Canada's most accomplished writers, Margaret Laurence (1926-87) was the
recipient of many awards including Canada's prestigious Governor General's Literary Award on
two separate occasions, once for The Diviners.
A fascinating investigation into the miraculous world of birds and the powerful—and
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surprising—ways they enrich our lives and sustain the planet Our relationship to birds is
different from our relationship to any other wild creatures. They are found virtually everywhere
and we love to watch them, listen to them, keep them as pets, wear their feathers, even
converse with them. Birds, Jim Robbins posits, are our most vital connection to nature. They
compel us to look to the skies, both literally and metaphorically; draw us out into nature to seek
their beauty; and let us experience vicariously what it is like to be weightless. Birds have
helped us in so many of our human endeavors: learning to fly, providing clothing and food, and
helping us better understand the human brain and body. And they even have much to teach us
about being human in the natural world. This book illuminates qualities unique to birds that
demonstrate just how invaluable they are to humankind—both ecologically and spiritually. The
wings of turkey buzzards influenced the Wright brothers’ flight design; the chickadee’s song is
considered by scientists to be the most sophisticated language in the animal world and a
“window into the evolution of our own language and our society”; and the quietly powerful
presence of eagles in the disadvantaged neighborhood of Anacostia, in Washington, D.C.,
proved to be an effective method for rehabilitating the troubled young people placed in charge
of their care. Exploring both cutting-edge scientific research and our oldest cultural beliefs,
Robbins moves these astonishing creatures from the background of our lives to the
foreground, from the quotidian to the miraculous, showing us that we must fight to save
imperiled bird populations and the places they live, for the sake of both the planet and
humankind. Praise for The Wonder of Birds “A must-read, conveying much necessary
information in easily accessible form and awakening one’s consciousness to what might
otherwise be taken for granted . . . The Wonder of Birds reads like the story of a kid let loose in
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a candy store and given free rein to sample. That is one of its strengths: the convert’s view
gives wide appeal to those who might never have known birds well.”—Bernd Heinrich, The Wall
Street Journal “Engaging, thoughtful . . . worthy of a place alongside David Attenborough’s
documentary The Life of Birds or Graeme Gibson’s The Bedside Book of Birds . . . This
offering will appeal to naturalists, anthropologists, linguists, and even philosophers as well as
to lay readers.”—Library Journal “In this deeply felt and well-supported argument for avians’
value to humankind, science writer Robbins hits the full trifecta for engrossing and satisfying
nature writing.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) “Using enchanting stories and rich
historical references, Jim Robbins explores the role of birds on the evolution of human selfawareness.”—Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. “It’s one for the birds—what a wonderful book! It will give
you wings.”—Rita Mae Brown, New York Times bestselling author of Rubyfruit Jungle “The
Wonder of Birds provides a great and well-timed gift: a portrait of the quiet miracles around us
on each day of our ordinary lives.”—Michael Punke, #1 New York Times bestselling author of
The Revenant “Jim Robbins writes masterfully, with lucid prose and deep insight into the
human psyche and natural world.”—Peter Stark, author of Astoria
Hear the songs and learn about 12 of North America's woodland birds. Being able to identify a
bird's song is a skill that brings joy and fosters an appreciation of nature. Some bird songs are
distinctive and easily recognized, like the common loon and wild turkey. Hawks as a group are
distinctive but the individual species vary, as do the owls. Picking up the songs of a Blackcapped Chickadee and a White-breasted Nuthatch, however, is not easy. That is where this
enchanting book comes into its own. The Little Book of Woodland Bird Songs features
recordings of twelve bird songs from some of the best-known woodland species seen and
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heard in North America. It is an interactive board book that is ideal for curious young readers.
The sturdy pages are easy to turn and the twelve song buttons, each with a portrait of the bird,
are easy to activate. The high-quality sound module is encased in durable plastic and the oneinch (3-cm) speaker makes it easy to hear and differentiate the elements of the bird's song,
such as pitch, tempo and trills. Beautiful lifelike illustrations aid in identifying the birds and a
descriptive paragraph and facts panel provide information such as the time of day the bird is
likely to sing, what it eats, behavior traits and how it constructs its nest. All twelve birds have
winter or summer ranges in the United States or Canada. This means that readers are sure to
see most if not all the birds in at least one season over the year. Red Crossbill Sharp-shinned
Hawk Hermit Thrush Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Black-capped Chickadee Purple Finch Common
Loon Barred Owl Red-eyed Vireo Wild Turkey White-breasted Nuthatch Downy Woodpecker.
Birds can be hard to spot at the best of times and never more so than in the woods. Once you
learn to recognize these bird sounds, a walk through the forest will never be the same. This
partner to The Little Book of Backyard Bird Songs is sure to become another family favorite.
Looking for a nail-biting psychological thriller you won't want to put down? Everyone has a
calling. His is murder... When a woman staggers, naked, from a river, she has no idea that
she’s been saved from a killer. Laura Fell is horrified when she discovers of her friend Gina’s
suicide. Everton Bowe, a cop whose career is as dead as his marriage, is handed the case.
Was it really suicide? Meanwhile, DC Helen Lake, insists there are similarities between the
traumatized river woman and the cold case of three missing women; the victims, she fears, of
a serial killer. Is there a serial killer on the loose? If so, what is his motive? The Bird House is a
compelling and utterly gripping serial killer thriller from debut author Eric Deacon. It will appeal
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to fans of authors like Chris Carter, Steve Cavanagh and Karin Slaughter.
During a class bird watching assignment, Michelle and Rachel Tilly spot a Cassin's Finch, a
bird that has never been spotted in San Francisco, but trouble arises when the local
newspaper decides to write a story on their discovery.
A stunning celebration of birds and why we love them. Gorgeous, close-up photographs
highlight the magic in every feather, with enchanting essays about how birds touch our lives.
Our lives intertwine with birds like no other wild creature. Every day birds warm our hearts,
inspire our curiosity, and appeal to our sense of wonder. Close to Birds brings us even nearer
to our feathered friends. The stunning and intimate photographs capture the beauty and detail
of each bird's form, as well as their unique character and personality. The accompanying short
essays share charming and often-hidden details from birds' lives. Discover why robins sing so
early in the morning and learn the science behind the almost magical iridescence of mallard
feathers. Close to Birds shares the irresistible joy and marvel of birds.
A grandmother and grandchild nurse an injured bird together in this touching story about caring
for all creatures, the wonder of nature, and letting go On a snowy day, a grandmother and
grandchild find an injured bird. They take it home and care for it until it can fly around the living
room. It is fantastic—just like everything at Abuela’s house! But a fantastic moment is also
bittersweet, for the little bird’s recovery means that it’s time to let it fly free. Drawing
inspiration from a formative childhood experience, Blanca Gómez crafts a deceptively simple
story that is morally and emotionally resonant and is brimming with love, wonder, and a deep
respect for the natural world.
The bird book for birders and nonbirders alike that will excite and inspire by providing a new
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and deeper understanding of what common, mostly backyard, birds are doing—and why: "Can
birds smell?"; "Is this the same cardinal that was at my feeder last year?"; "Do robins 'hear'
worms?" "The book's beauty mirrors the beauty of birds it describes so marvelously." —NPR In
What It's Like to Be a Bird, David Sibley answers the most frequently asked questions about
the birds we see most often. This special, large-format volume is geared as much to
nonbirders as it is to the out-and-out obsessed, covering more than two hundred species and
including more than 330 new illustrations by the author. While its focus is on familiar backyard
birds—blue jays, nuthatches, chickadees—it also examines certain species that can be fairly
easily observed, such as the seashore-dwelling Atlantic puffin. David Sibley's exacting artwork
and wide-ranging expertise bring observed behaviors vividly to life. (For most species, the
primary illustration is reproduced life-sized.) And while the text is aimed at adults—including
fascinating new scientific research on the myriad ways birds have adapted to environmental
changes—it is nontechnical, making it the perfect occasion for parents and grandparents to
share their love of birds with young children, who will delight in the big, full-color illustrations of
birds in action. Unlike any other book he has written, What It's Like to Be a Bird is poised to
bring a whole new audience to David Sibley's world of birds.

A stunning album of some of the most beautiful birds in North America. Geraldo Valério
is an artist who loves birds, from majestic Golden Eagles and Snowy Owls to brilliant
cardinals and jays to the tiniest of hummingbirds. Here he presents his favorites, with
beautiful collage illustrations and brief descriptions that highlight intriguing facts about
each one. The illustrations show a variety of feathered creatures in their natural habitats
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as they hunt for food, impress their mates, nest, and care for their young. The concise,
accessible text provides information ranging from clever techniques for finding food to
remarkable physical features to fascinating behaviors. But above all, Geraldo Valério
shares his passion for birds in this lovingly created album, inspiring young readers with
their beauty and the excitement of discovery. Includes an introduction, glossary, index
and sources for further information. Correlates to the Common Core State Standards in
English Language Arts: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.4 With prompting and support, ask
and answer questions about unknown words in a text.
A young artist's drawings rebel against her when she tries to put her sketched birds in
houses that match how they look, but not how they feel in this hilarious picture book
perfect for readers of Julian is a Mermaid and The Big Orange Splot. A young artist has
drawn birds and bird houses in corresponding colors. Now it's time to match them up.
The blue bird goes in the blue house, the orange bird in the orange house, and so on.
But wait! The birds don't agree with the narrator's choices and, much to her distress,
are rebelling by swapping houses. Can the narrator make the birds see sense? Or is it
possible that you just can't tell a bird by its feathers? "This bighearted picture book
delivers a worthwhile message with humor and great respect for young readers."--The
Horn Book "A fresh and funny take on an old moral."--Kirkus "Both Maynor’s dialogue
text and Juanita’s digital art have a loose, improvisational feel that captures the thrill
and frustration of a work in progress—and the value of empathy and flexibility in getting
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to know others."--Publishers Weekly "Use this to open a discussion on using words
rather than assumptions, or as an introduction to the way art can go in unexpected
directions."--The Bulletin
A novel based on the true story of a remarkable woman, her lifelong relationship with
birds and the joy she drew from it Len Howard was forty years old when she decided to
leave her London life and loves behind, retire to the English countryside and devote the
rest of her days to her one true passion: birds. Moving to a small cottage in Sussex, she
wrote two bestselling books, astonishing the world with her observations on the tits,
robins, sparrows and other birds that lived nearby, flew freely in and out of her
windows, and would even perch on her shoulder as she typed. This moving novel
imagines the story of this remarkable woman's decision to defy society's expectations,
and the joy she drew from her extraordinary relationship with the natural world.
From the critically acclaimed author of Standing Still comes a psychologically charged
novel about the power and failure of family.
A compact, comprehensive, and very silly field guide featuring more than 200 of the
rudest birds on earth. Effin' Birds is the most eagerly anticipated new volume in the
grand and noble profession of nature writing and bird identification. Sitting proudly
alongside Sibley, Kaufman, and Peterson, this book contains more than 150 pages
crammed full of classic, monochrome plumage art paired with the delightful but dirty
aphorisms (think "I'm going to need more booze to deal with this week") that made the
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Effin' Birds Twitter feed a household name. Also included in its full, Technicolor glory is
John James Audubon's most beautiful work matched with modern life advice. Including
never-before-seen birds, insults, and field notes, this guide is a must-have for any effin'
fan or birder.
This unprecedented and enchanting treasure trove of paintings, drawings, poems,
essays, and scientific observations beautifully captures the interest and emotions birds
evoke.
Discover the world's birds, their homes, and their eggs in this gorgeously illustrated,
entertaining, and educational guide. Did you know that the tailorbird "sews" leaves
together to make its nest? Or that hummingbird eggs are the size of jellybeans? Birds
are some of the world's most beautiful and interesting creatures, and their nests and
eggs are no exception, displaying a stunning diversity of shapes, sizes, functions, and
materials. In Nests, Eggs, Birds, celebrated artist and author Kelsey Oseid explores the
fascinating ins and outs of where and how dozens of avian species--robins, birds of
paradise, crows, owls, penguins, and more--make their homes and lay their eggs. Full
of striking naturalistic art and fun scientific facts, Nests, Eggs, Birds will delight bird
lovers of all ages.
Vernon the toad takes the silent Bird on a journey in hopes of finding Bird's home.
From Sara Cassidy, acclaimed author of A Boy Named Queen, comes a stunning wordless
graphic novel about friendship, loss and hope. For as long as Saanvi can remember, she has
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been friends with her elderly neighbor Helen. They play cards and garden together and,
especially, care for the wild birds that visit Helen’s yard. When Helen dies suddenly, a “For
Sale” sign goes up, and movers arrive, emptying the house of its furniture and stripping the
yard of its birdfeeders. The sparrows and hummingbirds disappear. Soon a bulldozer tears
down Helen’s house. All winter, Saanvi walks numbly past the property as developers begin to
build condos. Then one spring day, amid the dust and turmoil of construction, she finds a
weathered playing card wedged between two rocks. She holds it to her chest, and finally sobs.
After a tearful night, Saanvi wakes inspired. She slathers peanut butter on pinecones to hang
from tree branches, hammers together a birdhouse from scrap wood and drags a kitchen stool
outside to hold a bowl of water. Finally, she retrieves a nest that has been unraveling on
Helen’s old property and places it in a tree in her own yard. Saanvi’s yard soon fills with
Helen’s birds. They have a home again. This beautifully illustrated, wordless graphic novel
shows Saanvi’s journey through close friendship, then hollowing loss and change, until she
finally finds hope. Correlates to the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what
the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
The House of BirdsTinder Press
National bestselling book: Featured on Midwest, Mountain Plains, New Atlantic, Northern,
Pacific Northwest and Southern Regional Indie Bestseller Lists Perfect book for the birder and
anti-birder alike A humorous look at 50 common North American dumb birds: For those who
have a disdain for birds or bird lovers with a sense of humor, this snarky, illustrated handbook
is equal parts profane, funny, and—let's face it—true. Featuring common North American birds,
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such as the White-Breasted Butt Nugget and the Goddamned Canada Goose (or WhiteBreasted Nuthatch and Canada Goose for the layperson), Matt Kracht identifies all the idiots in
your backyard and details exactly why they suck with humorous, yet angry, ink drawings. With
The Field Guide to Dumb Birds of North America, you won't need to wonder what all that racket
is anymore! • Each entry is accompanied by facts about a bird's (annoying) call, its (dumb)
migratory pattern, its (downright tacky) markings, and more. • The essential guide to all things
wings with migratory maps, tips for birding, musings on the avian population, and the ethics of
birdwatching. • Matt Kracht is an amateur birder, writer, and illustrator who enjoys creating
books that celebrate the humor inherent in life's absurdities. Based in Seattle, he enjoys gazing
out the window at the beautiful waters of Puget Sound and making fun of birds. "There are
loads of books out there for bird lovers, but until now, nothing for those that love to hate birds.
The Field Guide to Dumb Birds of North America fills the void, packed with snarky illustrations
that chastise the flying animals in a funny, profane way. " – Uncrate A humorous animal book
with 50 common North American birds for people who love birds and also those who love to
hate birds • A perfect coffee table or bar top conversation-starting book • Makes a great
Mother's Day, Father's Day, birthday, or retirement gift
Birdhouses of all shapes and sizes for different types of birds provide much-needed shelter.
Sturdy die-cut flaps reveal lots of bird facts and figures. Tips to create more bird-friendly yards
and ideas for a more sustainable environment are included.
A gorgeous new romantic series from the bestselling author of The Canal Boat Cafe
"Based on The Audubon Society master guide to birding (Alfred A. Knopf, 1983), National
Audubon Society field guide to North American birds: Eastern region (Alfred A. Knopf, 1994),
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and National Audubon Society field guide to North American birds: Western region (Alfred A.
Knopf, 1994)."--Colophon.
Discover over 30 fascinating backyard birds in this full-color illustrated field guide.
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Genius of Birds, a radical investigation into
the bird way of being, and the recent scientific research that is dramatically shifting our
understanding of birds -- how they live and how they think. “There is the mammal way and
there is the bird way.” But the bird way is much more than a unique pattern of brain wiring, and
lately, scientists have taken a new look at bird behaviors they have, for years, dismissed as
anomalies or mysteries –– What they are finding is upending the traditional view of how birds
conduct their lives, how they communicate, forage, court, breed, survive. They are also
revealing the remarkable intelligence underlying these activities, abilities we once considered
uniquely our own: deception, manipulation, cheating, kidnapping, infanticide, but also
ingenious communication between species, cooperation, collaboration, altruism, culture, and
play. Some of these extraordinary behaviors are biological conundrums that seem to push the
edges of, well, birdness: a mother bird that kills her own infant sons, and another that selflessly
tends to the young of other birds as if they were her own; a bird that collaborates in an
extraordinary way with one species—ours—but parasitizes another in gruesome fashion; birds
that give gifts and birds that steal; birds that dance or drum, that paint their creations or paint
themselves; birds that build walls of sound to keep out intruders and birds that summon
playmates with a special call—and may hold the secret to our own penchant for playfulness and
the evolution of laughter. Drawing on personal observations, the latest science, and her birdrelated travel around the world, from the tropical rainforests of eastern Australia and the
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remote woodlands of northern Japan, to the rolling hills of lower Austria and the islands of
Alaska’s Kachemak Bay, Jennifer Ackerman shows there is clearly no single bird way of
being. In every respect, in plumage, form, song, flight, lifestyle, niche, and behavior, birds vary.
It is what we love about them. As E.O Wilson once said, when you have seen one bird, you
have not seen them all.

Differences are gorgeously illustrated in a heartwarming picture book about a
colorless peacock who learns to love himself in a jungle full of color. Mo has
always felt a little different. While all the other peacocks grew bright, bold,
beautiful feathers in rich greens and vibrant blues, Mo's feathers grew in a snowy
white. And even though Mo's friends try to include him in their playtime, Mo
doesn't like to be reminded that he's different from his friends. But when a storm
threatens to ruin the group's annual celebration, Mo must learn to stand tall, strut
his stuff, and shake his brilliantly glowing tail feathers--in a way only he can--to
help his friends and set things right. From debut author Sita Singh, and brought
to life by Stephanie Fizer Coleman, comes a story about finding strength in the
things that make us different, and beauty in all its forms.
The Audubon Birdhouse Book is the most authoritative book available for
creating safe, sturdy, and easy-to-build homes for many of North America’s
favorite birds. This updated second edition includes important new and timely
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topics including impacts of climate change on birds, nestbox monitoring for
citizen science, native plants for native birds, and how birders can help birds. A
visit to almost any home or garden center presents birders with numerous cute
and colorful contraptions that are sold as bird homes. But the fact is, many of
these products provide anything but a safe refuge for your feathered friends.
Produced in association with the National Audubon Society, Audubon Birdhouse
Book explains how to build and place functional DIY bird homes that are safe and
appropriate for more than 20 classic North American species, from wrens to
raptors. Each of the easy-to-build boxes and shelves within is accompanied by
cut lists, specially created line diagrams, and step-by-step photography, making
the projects accessible to those with even the most rudimentary woodworking
skills. In addition, this practical and beautifully presented guide is packed with
color photography and information about the bird species covered: Wrens,
Warblers, Bluebirds, Flycatchers, Swallows, Titmice, Owls, Flickers, Kestrels,
Chickadees, Ducks, Mergansers, Swallows, Doves, Swallows, Robins, Finches,
Phoebes, Loons, Swifts, Herons, and Ospreys. Detailed information will help you
properly place and maintain the homes to attract birds. And because these
projects are the product of years of experience and field-testing, you can be sure
you’re getting the best advice regarding proper design, safe construction
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materials, and correct home placement to mitigate exposure to elements, pests,
and predators. Finally, beyond the birdhouses, you’ll find out how you can
contribute to the larger birding community and even enhance your birding
experience.
Based on a thirty-year span of fieldwork in the Lake Atitlan region of Guatemala,
Scandals in the House of Birds is a multivoiced epic of a sacred crime, and its
tangled mythic, religious, and political ramifications. The Maximon, a wooden
statue venerated since pre-Columbian times, is stolen from the local villagers,
sent to a European museum, and finally returned decades later, largely thanks to
the authors' intervention.
An illustrated introduction to where birds make their homes, all across the globe.
Birds make many kinds of nests in many kinds of places, to keep their eggs safe
and to raise their chicks. In this colorful picture book, acclaimed artist Michael
Garland introduces more than twenty species of birds and the intriguing homes
they make, from puffins' burrows to orioles' hanging nests. With simple text,
accessible for new readers, this is a perfect introduction to the many ways
animals make their homes. The vibrant artwork, created with traditional woodcuts
and digital coloring techniques, is labeled with the English common names of
each bird shown. A 2018 NSTA-CBC Outstanding Science Trade Book for
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Students K-12! A Bank Street Best Book of the Year (Outstanding Merit)
Morgan McCarthy's THE HOUSE OF BIRDS is a beautiful and bewitching story
of love, war and second chances that will be adored by readers of Kate Morton,
Louisa Young and Virginia Baily. Oliver has spent years trying to convince
himself that he's suited to a life of money making in the city, and that he doesn't
miss a childhood spent in pursuit of mystery, when he cycled around the cobbled
lanes of Oxford, exploring its most intriguing corners. When his girlfriend Kate
inherits a derelict house - and a fierce family feud - she's determined to strip it,
sell it and move on. For Oliver though, the house has an allure, and amongst the
shelves of discarded, leather bound and gilded volumes, he discovers one that
conceals a hidden diary from the 1920s. So begins a quest: to discover the
identity of the author, Sophia Louis. It is a portrait of war and marriage, isolation
and longing and a story that will shape the future of the abandoned house - and
of Oliver - forever.
Set in the Norwegian countryside over the course of one summer, The Birds tells
the story of forty-year-old Mattis, who has mental disabilities and lives in a small
house near a lake with his sister Hege, who ekes out a modest living knitting
sweaters. From time to time Hege encourages her brother to find work to ease
their financial burdens, but Mattis's attempts to work at the surrounding farms
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always end in failure and disgrace. Mattis is keenly aware of the distance
between himself and the world around him, which often feels hostile; the villagers
call him Simple Simon. Profoundly sensitive to his surroundings, Mattis spends
much of his time in the forest, reading its signs and symbols: A woodcock begins
a daily flight over their house, a beautiful bird is waiting for him on the path one
day when he returns from the store, and one afternoon lighting strikes one of the
two withered aspen trees outside the house -- trees known in the village as
"Mattis-and-Hege." When Mattis decides to employ himself as a ferryman, the
only passenger he manages to bring across the lake is a lumberjack, Jørgen.
When Jørgen and Hege become lovers, Mattis finds he cannot adjust to this new
situation. Wholly reliant on Hege and terrified of losing her, he clings to the
familiar and does everything in his power to make Jørgen leave. Simultaneously,
he struggles to find a place for himself in a world that does not seem to want him.
With spare simplicity, Vesaas's straightforward prose subtly reveals Mattis's
perspective and readers will find themselves shifting irrevocably from observers
of his experience to participants in it. Written by one of Norway's most celebrated
and beloved authors, The Birds is a deeply nuanced examination of identity and
responsibility, with abundant narrative suspense and hauntingly beautiful writing
besides.
Page 23/24

Download Free The House Of Birds
A new boy nicknamed Bird Boy by teasing classmates enjoys imaginative flights
as various birds, gaining self-confidence and new friends.
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