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In this provocative and wide-ranging examination of the causes of the Peloponnesian war, first published in 1972,
Geoffrey de Ste Croix argued against most previous historiography (which tended to blame Athens), that the Spartans
and their allies must bear the immediate and ultimate responsibility for the war. The book includes a strong argument for
the fundamental credibility of Thucydides' narrative, background on Corcyraean and Potidaean affairs, a lengthy reexamination of the Athenian decree excluding Megarians from the civic centre of Athens and the ports of the empire, and
three chapters on Spartan and Corinthian foreign policy and relations with Athens from earliest times till the outbreak of
was in 431 BC. Forty-seven appendices treat questions of detail.
The History of the Peloponnesian War is a historical account of the Peloponnesian War (431-404 BC), which was fought
between the Peloponnesian League (led by Sparta) and the Delian League (led by Athens). It was written by Thucydides.
No Marketing Blurb
History of the Peloponnesian WarPenguin UK
A translation of Thucydide's history of the wars between Athens and Sparta is critically introduced
A New History of the Peloponnesian War is an ebook-only omnibus edition that includes all four volumes of Donald
Kagan's acclaimed account of the war between Athens and Sparta (431–404 B.C.): The Outbreak of the Peloponnesian
War, The Archidamian War, The Peace of Nicias and the Sicilian Expedition, and The Fall of the Athenian Empire.
Reviewing the four-volume set in The New Yorker, George Steiner wrote, "The temptation to acclaim Kagan's four
volumes as the foremost work of history produced in North America in the twentieth century is vivid. . . . Here is an
achievement that not only honors the criteria of dispassion and of unstinting scruple which mark the best of modern
historicism but honors its readers." All four volumes are also sold separately as both print books and ebooks.
Few works can claim to form the foundation stones of one entire academic discipline, let alone two, but Thucydides's
celebrated History of the Peloponnesian War is not only one of the first great works of history, but also the departure
point from which the modern discipline of international relations has been built. This is the case largely because the
author is a master of analysis; setting out with the aim of giving a clear, well-reasoned account of one of the seminal
events of the age - a war that resulted in the collapse of Athenian power and the rise of Sparta - Thucydides took care to
build a single, beautifully-structured argument that was faithful to chronology and took remarkably few liberties with the
source materials. He avoided the sort of assumptions that make earlier works frustrating for modern scholars, for
example seeking reasons for outcomes that were rooted in human actions and agency, not in the will of the gods. And he
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was careful to explain where he had obtained much of his information. As a work of structure - and as a work of
reasoning - The History of the Peloponnesian War continues to inspire, be read and be taught more than 2,000 years
after it was written.
Normally recognized as one of the most punctual direct written records of history, this great work narratives the war
among Athens and Sparta during the fifth century B.C. Its creator, Thucydides, impartially and precisely depicts the
occasions of this antiquated Greek war in an exacting order which incorporates the reasons for the contention, portrayals
of war zone methodology, political feelings, and every other part of the war in the splendid detail of a scholarly and
perceptive observer. Himself an Athenian general who served in the war, Thucydides relates the invasions, treacheries,
plagues, amazing speeches, ambitions, virtues, and emotions of the conflict between two of Greece's most dominant citystates in a work that has the feel of a great tragic drama. However, to some degree an investigation of war approach,
"The History" is additionally a dramatic account of the rise and fall of Athens by an Athenian. As such, it provides a
historical warning for modern military, political, and international relations.
Chronicles two decades of war between Athens and Sparta.
Thucydides' classic work is a foundational text in the history of Western political thought. His narrative of the great war
between Athens and Sparta in the fifth century BC is now seen as a highly sophisticated study of the nature of political
power itself: its exercise and effects, its agents and victims, and the arguments through which it is defended and
deployed. It is therefore increasingly read as a text in politics, international relations and political theory, whose students
will find in Thucydides many striking contemporary resonances. This edition seeks to present the author and the text in
their proper historical context. The new translation is particularly sensitive to the risks of anachronism, and the notes and
extensive reference material provide students with all the necessary historical, cultural and linguistic background they
need to engage with the text on its own terms.
Naval power played a vital role in the Peloponnesian War. The conflict pitted Athens against a powerful coalition
including the preeminent land power of the day, Sparta. Only Athens superior fleet, her wooden walls, by protecting her
vital supply routes allowed her to survive. It also allowed the strategic freedom of movement to strike back where she
chose, most famously at Sphacteria, where a Spartan force was cut off and forced to surrender.Athens initial tactical
superiority was demonstrated at the Battle of Chalcis, where her ships literally ran rings round the opposition but this gap
closed as her enemies adapted. The great amphibious expedition to Sicily was a watershed, a strategic blunder
compounded by tactical errors which brought defeat and irreplaceable losses. Although Athens continued to win victories
at sea, at Arginusae for example, her naval strength had been severely weakened while the Spartans built up their fleets
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with Persian subsidies. It was another naval defeat, at Aegispotomi (405 BC) that finally sealed Athens fate. Marc De
Santis narrates these stirring events while analyzing the technical, tactical and strategic aspects of the war at sea.
One of our most provocative military historians, Victor Davis Hanson has given us painstakingly researched and
pathbreaking accounts of wars ranging from classical antiquity to the twenty-first century. Now he juxtaposes an ancient
conflict with our most urgent modern concerns to create his most engrossing work to date, A War Like No Other. Over
the course of a generation, the Hellenic city-states of Athens and Sparta fought a bloody conflict that resulted in the
collapse of Athens and the end of its golden age. Thucydides wrote the standard history of the Peloponnesian War,
which has given readers throughout the ages a vivid and authoritative narrative. But Hanson offers readers something
new: a complete chronological account that reflects the political background of the time, the strategic thinking of the
combatants, the misery of battle in multifaceted theaters, and important insight into how these events echo in the present.
Hanson compellingly portrays the ways Athens and Sparta fought on land and sea, in city and countryside, and details
their employment of the full scope of conventional and nonconventional tactics, from sieges to targeted assassinations,
torture, and terrorism. He also assesses the crucial roles played by warriors such as Pericles and Lysander, artists,
among them Aristophanes, and thinkers including Sophocles and Plato. Hanson’s perceptive analysis of events and
personalities raises many thought-provoking questions: Were Athens and Sparta like America and Russia, two
superpowers battling to the death? Is the Peloponnesian War echoed in the endless, frustrating conflicts of Vietnam,
Northern Ireland, and the current Middle East? Or was it more like America’s own Civil War, a brutal rift that rent the
fabric of a glorious society, or even this century’s “red state—blue state” schism between liberals and conservatives, a
cultural war that manifestly controls military policies? Hanson daringly brings the facts to life and unearths the often
surprising ways in which the past informs the present. Brilliantly researched, dynamically written, A War Like No Other is
like no other history of this important war.
"The Peloponnesian War (431-404 BC) was an ancient Greek war fought by Athens and its empire against the Peloponnesian
League led by Sparta."--Wikipedia.
This stimulating new study provides a narrative of the monumentalconflict of the Peloponnesian War between Athens and Sparta,
andexamines the realities of the war and its effects on the averageAthenian. A penetrating new study of the Peloponnesian War
betweenAthens and Sparta by an established scholar Offers an original interpretation of how and why the warbegan Weaves in
the contemporary evidence of Aristophanes in orderto give readers a new sense of how the war affected theindividual Discusses
the practicalities and realities of the war Examines the blossoming of culture and intellectualachievement in Athens despite the war
Challenges the approach of Thucydides in his account of thewar
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Thucydides' History of the Peloponnesian War is widely considered to be the definitive ancient treatment of the period it covers.
The work summarizes events from the years leading up to the war (the Pentecontaetia) and gives an in-depth treatment from the
late 430s BC to 411 BC, where it ends in midsentence.
Details the struggle between Athens and Sparta. Conflicts between the two empires over shipping, trade, and colonial expansion
ended in 431 B.C. in Northern Greece as the Greek world plunged into 27 years of war.
Reproduction of the original.
The History of the Peloponnesian War is a historical account of the Peloponnesian War (431–404 BC), which was fought between
the Peloponnesian League (led by Sparta) and the Delian League (led by Athens). It was written by Thucydides, an Athenian
historian who also happened to serve as an Athenian general during the war. His account of the conflict is widely considered to be
a classic and regarded as one of the earliest scholarly works of history. The History is divided into eight books.

Excerpt from The History of the Peloponnesian War This edition of Thucydides is based on the text of L Dindorf's edition,
Leipzig, 1824. Indeed, with the single exception of punctuation, which has been modified, as will be explained in the
sequel, there has been no departure from Dindorf's text, the readings which seemed to be pre ferable being referred to in
the notes which accompany this edition. In preparing the notes, I have made free use of 1, Poppo's edition, xi. Vols.
Leipzig, 182l 1840. 2, Goeller's, Leipzig, 1836. 3, Haack's, Leipzig, 1820. 4, Kruger's, Berlin, 1846. 5, Bothe's, Leipzig,
1848. 6, Di dot's, Paris, 1833. Oxford, 1821. 8, Arnold's, Oxford, 1840. 9, Bloomfield's, London, 1842. I have also derived
much assistance from Betant's Lex. Thucyd. Now in a course of publication. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair
the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of
such historical works.
Designed for students with little or no background in ancient Greek language and culture, this collection of extracts from
The History of the Peloponnesian War includes those passages that shed most light on Thucydides' political
theory--famous as well as important but lesser-known pieces frequently overlooked by nonspecialists. Newly translated
into spare, vigorous English, and situated within a connective narrative framework, Woodruff’s selections will be of
special interest to instructors in political theory and Greek civilization. Includes maps, notes, glossary.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as
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we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and
made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface.
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
Essay from the year 2008 in the subject History - World History - Early and Ancient History, grade: 1,7, National
University of Ireland, Maynooth (Department of History), course: The Idea of History, language: English, abstract:
INTRODUCTION “ [...] the first page of Thucydides is, in my opinion, the commencement of real history. All preceding
narrations are so intermixed with fable, that philosophers ought to abandon them, to the embellishments of poets and
orators.” .Already this quotation by David Hume – one of the most distinguished philosophers of empiricism – gives us a
feeling of the great value of Thucydides works. Thucydides documented the History of the Peloponnesian War in an
unprecedented objectivity. On the basis of these works he is still acclaimed as the founder of political historiography.
Works which were storied as a work of a lifetime. The fact that Thucydides’ ‘History of the Peloponnesian War’ stands
still so powerful in historiography let it seems consequential that long-range of later historians engaged with his works.
On my work for this essay I considered works of these interrogative historians and took advantage of their qualified
commentaries on Thucydides. With whose approaches I will assess Thucydides as a human and historian. I will pick up
questions other commentarial historians and make use of those to describe the aftermath and importance of Thucydides
works as well as to place it within its context of the development of historical writing. MAIN PART - HIS WAY OF BEING
The decision that Thucydides wrote his works is just as notable than the power to adhere a lifelong to this difficult project
in spite of all external disasters. This fact certainly establishes the question on: who was this man, Thucydides? And what
was his intention to write ‘The History of the Peloponnesian War’? For David Cartwright, who started his Introduction on
Thucydides’ Life with the words “Thucydides, the Athenian historian, records that he lived through the whole of the
Peloponnesian War and was of an age to understand what was happening.” , one important question emphasized. And
this was about Thucydides age while he started with his works. There are a lot of attempts ...
The History of the Peloponnesian War is a historical account of the Peloponnesian War (431–404 BC), which was fought
between the Peloponnesian League, led by Sparta, and the Delian League, led by Athens. Thucydides' account of the
conflict is widely considered to be a classic and regarded as one of the earliest scholarly works of history. Hellenica is
Page 5/6

Download Free The History Of The Peloponnesian War Classics
direct continuation of the History of the Peloponnesian War. There is virtually no transition between the two works, to the
extent that the opening words of Hellenica are translated as "After this", or sometimes "Following these events". The
Hellenica recounts the last seven years of the Peloponnesian war, as well as its aftermath. Many consider this a very
personal work, written by Xenophon in retirement on his Spartan estate, intended primarily for circulation among his
friends, for people who knew the main protagonists and events, often because they had participated in them.
Thucydides' history of the Peloponnesian War combines brilliant narrative and penetrating analysis; his writing has had
more lasting influence on western thought than all but Plato and Aristotle. This masterly new translation is the most
comprehensive single-volume edition currently available.
Thucydides of Athens, one of the greatest of historians, was born about 471 BCE. He saw the rise of Athens to greatness under
the inspired leadership of Pericles. In 430, the second year of the Peloponnesian War, he caught and survived the horrible plague
which he described so graphically. Later, as general in 423 he failed to save Amphipolis from the enemy and was disgraced. He
tells about this, not in volumes of self-justification, but in one sentence of his history of the war—that it befell him to be an exile for
twenty years. He then lived probably on his property in Thrace, but was able to observe both sides in certain campaigns of the
war, and returned to Athens after her defeat in 404. He had been composing his famous history, with its hopes and horrors,
triumphs and disasters, in full detail from first-hand knowledge of his own and others. The war was really three conflicts with one
uncertain peace after the first; and Thucydides had not unified them into one account when death came sometime before 396. His
history of the first conflict, 431–421, was nearly complete; Thucydides was still at work on this when the war spread to Sicily and
into a conflict (415–413) likewise complete in his awful and brilliant record, though not fitted into the whole. His story of the final
conflict of 413–404 breaks off (in the middle of a sentence) when dealing with the year 411. So his work was left unfinished and as
a whole unrevised. Yet in brilliance of description and depth of insight this history has no superior. The Loeb Classical Library
edition of Thucydides is in four volumes.
Hellenica is one of the most important primary sources for the History of the Peloponnesian War and the war's aftermath. Many
consider this a very personal work, written by Xenophon in retirement on his Spartan estate, intended primarily for circulation
among his friends, for people who knew the main protagonists and events, often because they had participated in them. It covers
the events in Greece from 411 to 362 BC, and is considered to be the continuation of the History of the Peloponnesian War by
Thucydides.
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