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A Literary Hub Best Book of Year • A Crime Reads Best Debut of the Year • A Newsweek 25 Best Fall Books • A
Philadelphia Inquirer 10 Big Books for the Fall • An O Magazine.com LGBTQ Books That Are Changing the Literary
Landscape in 2020 Selection • An Electric Lit Most Anticipated Debut of the Second Half of 2020 • A Paperback Paris
Best New LGBTQ+ Books To Read This Year Selection • A Passport Best Book of the Month The Secret History meets
Lie with Me in Micah Nemerever's compulsively readable debut novel—a feverishly taut Hitchcockian story about two
college students, each with his own troubled past, whose escalating obsession with one another leads to an act of
unspeakable violence. When Paul enters university in early 1970s Pittsburgh, it’s with the hope of moving past the
recent death of his father. Sensitive, insecure, and incomprehensible to his grieving family, Paul feels isolated and alone.
When he meets the worldly Julian in his freshman ethics class, Paul is immediately drawn to his classmate’s effortless
charm. Paul sees Julian as his sole intellectual equal—an ally against the conventional world he finds so suffocating. Paul
will stop at nothing to prove himself worthy of their friendship, because with Julian life is more invigorating than Paul
could ever have imagined. But as charismatic as he can choose to be, Julian is also volatile and capriciously cruel, and
Paul becomes increasingly afraid that he can never live up to what Julian expects of him. As their friendship spirals into
all-consuming intimacy, they each learn the lengths to which the other will go in order to stay together, their obsession
ultimately hurtling them toward an act of irrevocable violence. Unfolding with a propulsive ferocity, These Violent Delights
is an exquisitely plotted excavation of the depths of human desire and the darkness it can bring forth in us.
One of the questions Geoff Nicholson is frequently asked is whether he has a favourite walk? In 'The Lost Art of Walking'
he answers 'no' but this isn't quite the case. Geoff doesn't have a favourite walk but he does have favoured walks and
these almost always involve ruins. 'Walking with Ruins' describes some of these walks - which are mainly in Britain and
the USA - and reflects on both what constitutes a ruin and on what makes them attractive.
INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER • A contemporary literary classic and "an accomplished psychological thriller ...
absolutely chilling" (Village Voice), from the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Goldfinch. Under the influence of their
charismatic classics professor, a group of clever, eccentric misfits at an elite New England college discover a way of
thinking and living that is a world away from the humdrum existence of their contemporaries. But when they go beyond
the boundaries of normal morality their lives are changed profoundly and forever, and they discover how hard it can be to
truly live and how easy it is to kill.
Winner of the Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction A New York Times 2016 Notable Book Entertainment Weekly's #1
Book of the Year A Washington Post 2016 Notable Book A Slate Top Ten Book NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “The
Nix is a mother-son psychodrama with ghosts and politics, but it’s also a tragicomedy about anger and sanctimony in
America. . . . Nathan Hill is a maestro.” —John Irving From the suburban Midwest to New York City to the 1968 riots that
rocked Chicago and beyond, The Nix explores—with sharp humor and a fierce tenderness—the resilience of love and
home, even in times of radical change. It’s 2011, and Samuel Andresen-Anderson—college professor, stalled writer—has
a Nix of his own: his mother, Faye. He hasn’t seen her in decades, not since she abandoned the family when he was a
boy. Now she’s re-appeared, having committed an absurd crime that electrifies the nightly news, beguiles the internet,
and inflames a politically divided country. The media paints Faye as a radical hippie with a sordid past, but as far as
Samuel knows, his mother was an ordinary girl who married her high-school sweetheart. Which version of his mother is
true? Two facts are certain: she’s facing some serious charges, and she needs Samuel’s help. To save her, Samuel will
have to embark on his own journey, uncovering long-buried secrets about the woman he thought he knew, secrets that
stretch across generations and have their origin all the way back in Norway, home of the mysterious Nix. As he does so,
Samuel will confront not only Faye’s losses but also his own lost love, and will relearn everything he thought he knew
about his mother, and himself.
“Transported me effortlessly…Haunting, harrowing and heartbreaking, this is a novel that will stay with you.” --Ashley
Audrain, New York Times bestselling author of The Push “A ghost story and fantastically gripping psychological
investigation rolled into one. It is also a pitch-perfect piece of writing. . . . As with Shirley Jackson’s work or Sarah
Waters’s masterpiece Affinity, in Stonex’s hands the unspoken, unexamined, unseen world we can call the
supernatural, a world fed by repression and lies, becomes terrifyingly tangible.” --The Guardian (London) Inspired by a
haunting true story, a gorgeous and atmospheric novel about the mysterious disappearance of three lighthouse keepers
from a remote tower miles from the Cornish coast--and about the wives who were left behind. What strange fate befell
these doomed men? The heavy sea whispers their names. Black rocks roll beneath the surface, drowning ghosts. And
out of the swell like a finger of light, the salt-scratched tower stands lonely and magnificent. It's New Year's Eve, 1972,
when a boat pulls up to the Maiden Rock lighthouse with relief for the keepers. But no one greets them. When the
entrance door, locked from the inside, is battered down, rescuers find an empty tower. A table is laid for a meal not
eaten. The Principal Keeper's weather log describes a storm raging round the tower, but the skies have been clear. And
the clocks have all stopped at 8:45. Two decades later, the keepers' wives are visited by a writer determined to find the
truth about the men's disappearance. Moving between the women's stories and the men's last weeks together in the
lighthouse, long-held secrets surface and truths twist into lies as we piece together what happened, why, and who to
believe. In her riveting and suspenseful novel, Emma Stonex writes a story of isolation and obsession, of reality and
illusion, and of what it takes to keep the light burning when all else is swallowed by dark.
Agent Kevin Herriman wants praise from his boss, who's also his best friend. He's working his first case as lead, but
things aren't going well. Not only does he consider it far from exciting, it also comes with a strong-willed female civilian
who might be mixed up in exotic animal smuggling.Carlie Noblett lives determined. Dealt a sight impairment at a young
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age, she's fought for what she's wanted. Now a substitute teacher who works at a pet shop part time, what she wants is
romance and a little adventure. Except a run-in with the swaggering agent isn't what she had in mind.When the
suspected smuggling operation morphs into something more evil, Kevin's got his hands full trying to solve a case that's
bigger than he imagined. Just like the bright flit of a goldfinch wing, so is love when it makes an appearance and worth
the high cost-if it survives.
The year is 1829. The gruff, self-reliant Goldfinch, a veteran of the War of 1812, has become the anointed leader of an
idyllic religious community named Synod, nestled in the Ramapough Mountains of northern New Jersey. Thanks to the
advice of the village's Founders, Synod will become a stop on what would soon be called the ¿Underground Railroad.¿
Goldfinch oversees this transition, bringing in a broken runaway family. As southern bounty hunters follow their path and
seek to reclaim stolen property, Goldfinch meets a shadowy abolitionist with close ties to the federal government. As the
man recruits Goldfinch into a wider crusade against slavery, Goldfinch also contends with recurring visions¿both fiery and
prescient. He¿s also pitted against Nance, a corrupt politician whose lone pursuit is to eliminate runaway slave dens.Will
Goldfinch return to his roots and take up arms as this conflict reaches the Governor's desk? Will he be able to protect his
village from destruction and damnation?
Abruptly abandoning her unfulfilling life, an increasingly unstable woman flees to New Zealand and tests fate by
hitchhiking, sleeping in public areas and involving herself with strangers while obsessing about her sister's death and
hiding a growing rage. Original. 15,000 first printing.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR • The Seattle Times • The Globe and Mail • Kirkus
Reviews • Daily Mail • The Vancouver Sun From the author of The Italian Teacher and The Imperfectionists comes a
brilliant, intricately woven novel about a young woman who travels the world to make sense of her puzzling past. Look in
the back of the book for a conversation between Tom Rachman and J. R. Moehringer Following one of the most critically
acclaimed fiction debuts in years, New York Times bestselling author Tom Rachman returns with a brilliant, intricately
woven novel about a young woman who travels the world to make sense of her puzzling past. Tooly Zylberberg, the
American owner of an isolated bookshop in the Welsh countryside, conducts a life full of reading, but with few human
beings. Books are safer than people, who might ask awkward questions about her life. She prefers never to mention the
strange events of her youth, which mystify and worry her still. Taken from home as a girl, Tooly found herself spirited
away by a group of seductive outsiders, implicated in capers from Asia to Europe to the United States. But who were her
abductors? Why did they take her? What did they really want? There was Humphrey, the curmudgeonly Russian with a
passion for reading; there was the charming but tempestuous Sarah, who sowed chaos in her wake; and there was
Venn, the charismatic leader whose worldview transformed Tooly forever. Until, quite suddenly, he disappeared. Years
later, Tooly believes she will never understand the true story of her own life. Then startling news arrives from a long-lost
boyfriend in New York, raising old mysteries and propelling her on a quest around the world in search of answers. Tom
Rachman—an author celebrated for humanity, humor, and wonderful characters—has produced a stunning novel that
reveals the tale not just of one woman but of the past quarter-century as well, from the end of the Cold War to the
dominance of American empire to the digital revolution of today. Leaping between decades, and from Bangkok to
Brooklyn, this is a breathtaking novel about long-buried secrets and how we must choose to make our own place in the
world. It will confirm Rachman’s reputation as one of the most exciting young writers we have. Praise for The Rise & Fall
of Great Powers “Ingenious . . . Rachman needs only a few well-drawn characters to fill a large canvas and an
impressive swath of history.”—Janet Maslin, The New York Times “A superb follow-up to 2010’s The Imperfectionists . . .
ambitious and engaging.”—The Seattle Times “Engaging and inventive . . . full of wonderfully quirky, deeply flawed, but
lovable characters . . . On the spectrum of interesting literary childhoods, Tooly Zylberberg—the protagonist of Tom
Rachman’s second novel—would rank somewhere in the vicinity of Jane Eyre and Oliver Twist.”—San Francisco
Chronicle “I found it impossible not to fall in love with shape-shifting Tooly. As an adult, she sports an ironical sense of
humor and an attraction to dusty old books. As a child, her straight-faced mirth and wordplay are break-your-heart
irresistible.”—Ron Charles, The Washington Post “[A] read-it-all-in-one-weekend book.”—The New Republic “A
compelling page-turner . . . intricate, sprawling, and almost Dickensian.”—USA Today
After a close friend’s death, a terminally ill woman embarks on a series of affairs in this novel by the author of Every Kind
of Wanting. The friendship between Mary and Nix had endured since childhood, a seemingly unbreakable bond, until the
mid-1980s, when the two young women embarked on a summer vacation in Greece. It was a trip initiated by Nix, who
had just learned that Mary had been diagnosed with a disease that would cut her life short and who was determined that
it be the vacation of a lifetime. But by the time their visit to Greece was over, Nix had withdrawn from their friendship, and
Mary had no idea why. Three years later, Nix is dead, and Mary returns to Europe to try to understand what went wrong.
In the process she meets the first of many men that she will spend time with as she travels throughout the world. Through
them she experiences not only a sexual awakening but also a spiritual and emotional awakening that allows her to
understand how the past and the future are connected and to appreciate the freedom to live life adventurously. “A terrific
book, a tender story of friendship, and a frank story of a young woman’s adventures with an assortment of oddly funny,
violent, and quirky men. It’s intense and beautifully written.” —Audrey Niffenegger, New York Times–bestselling author of
The Time Traveler’s Wife “Original and fearless . . . A powerful portrait of human connection and individual
triumph.”?People, 3.5 stars out of 4 “A stunning novel—Frangello’s broken characters live in a world of terror and
redemption, of magnificent sadness and beauty.” —Kirkus Reviews
The second novel by Donna Tartt, bestselling author of The Goldfinch (winner of the 2014 Pulitzer Prize), The Little
Friend is a grandly ambitious and utterly riveting novel of childhood, innocence and evil. The setting is Alexandria,
Mississippi, where one Mother’s Day a little boy named Robin Cleve Dufresnes was found hanging from a tree in his
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parents’ yard. Twelve years later Robin’s murder is still unsolved and his family remains devastated. So it is that
Robin’s sister Harriet—unnervingly bright, insufferably determined, and unduly influenced by the fiction of Kipling and
Robert Louis Stevenson--sets out to unmask his killer. Aided only by her worshipful friend Hely, Harriet crosses her
town’s rigid lines of race and caste and burrows deep into her family’s history of loss. Filled with hairpin turns of plot and
“a bustling, ridiculous humanity worthy of Dickens” (The New York Times Book Review), The Little Friend is a work of
myriad enchantments by a writer of prodigious talent.
Two roads lead to Mount Hope. None leads out. Following a freak nuclear power-plant explosion, the small southern
town was evacuated. Now, after a year in isolation, some residents are finally allowed to return home. Best friends
Maggie and Jordan quickly discover that Mount Hope is not as it was before. The roads leading out of town are blocked,
phone networks and the Internet are cut off, and the power plant remains on military lockdown. Something is horribly
wrong, and their determination to uncover the truth soon has Maggie and Jordan in the crosshairs of a force more sinister
than any they could have imagined.
Humanity hangs on after the fall of civilization in this “wily, funny, rip-roaring, and profoundly provocative page-turner”
(Booklist, starred review). After the collapse of the old world—the pandemics, the environmental disasters, the end of oil,
the ensuing chaos—people are pursuing a simpler and sometimes happier existence. In Union Grove, New York, the
townspeople are preparing for Christmas . . . the perfect time for a long-lost member of the community to return. Robert
Earle’s son, Daniel, has come home after two years exploring what is left of the United States. He brings news of three
new nations arisen from what was once America—and the dangers and possibilities they may hold. Meanwhile, a horrific
murder threatens to turn the community of Union Grove against itself—and what is supposed to be a time of peace and
togetherness is overtaken by suspicion and fear. In this vividly depicted look at a world that may be on our own horizon,
“Kunstler skewers everything from kitsch to greed, prejudice, bloodshed, and brainwashing” in a gripping story of hope,
hate, and humanity’s last chance at survival (Booklist).
“[A] winningly obsessive history of our relationship with underground places” (The Guardian), from sacred caves and
derelict subway stations to nuclear bunkers and ancient underground cities—an exploration of the history, science,
architecture, and mythology of the worlds beneath our feet NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
NPR When Will Hunt was sixteen years old, he discovered an abandoned tunnel that ran beneath his house in
Providence, Rhode Island. His first tunnel trips inspired a lifelong fascination with exploring underground worlds, from the
derelict subway stations and sewers of New York City to sacred caves, catacombs, tombs, bunkers, and ancient
underground cities in more than twenty countries around the world. Underground is both a personal exploration of Hunt’s
obsession and a panoramic study of how we are all connected to the underground, how caves and other dark hollows
have frightened and enchanted us through the ages. In a narrative spanning continents and epochs, Hunt follows a cast
of subterraneaphiles who have dedicated themselves to investigating underground worlds. He tracks the origins of life
with a team of NASA microbiologists a mile beneath the Black Hills, camps out for three days with urban explorers in the
catacombs and sewers of Paris, descends with an Aboriginal family into a 35,000-year-old mine in the Australian
outback, and glimpses a sacred sculpture molded by Paleolithic artists in the depths of a cave in the Pyrenees. Each
adventure is woven with findings in mythology and anthropology, natural history and neuroscience, literature and
philosophy. In elegant and graceful prose, Hunt cures us of our “surface chauvinism,” opening our eyes to the planet’s
hidden dimension. He reveals how the subterranean landscape gave shape to our most basic beliefs and guided how we
think about ourselves as humans. At bottom, Underground is a meditation on the allure of darkness, the power of
mystery, and our eternal desire to connect with what we cannot see. Praise for Underground “A mesmerizingly
fascinating tale . . . I could not stop reading this beautifully written book.”—Michael Finkel, author of The Stranger in the
Woods “Few books have blown my mind so totally, and so often. In Will Hunt’s nimble hands, excursion becomes
inversion, and the darkness turns luminous. There are echoes of Sebald, Calvino, and Herzog in his elegant and
enigmatic voice, but also real warmth and humor. . . . An intrepid—but far from fearless—journey, both theoretically and
terrestrially.”—Robert Moor, New York Times bestselling author of On Trails
Pulitzer Prize finalist: “A soaring literary epic about the forces that have driven us to the 9/11 age . . . relentlessly
captivating” (Ron Charles, The Washington Post). When humanitarian lawyer Tom Harrington travels to Haiti to
investigate the murder of a beautiful photojournalist, he is confronted with a dangerous landscape riddled with poverty,
corruption, and voodoo. It’s the late 1990s, a time of brutal guerrilla warfare and civilian kidnappings. The journalist,
whom he knew years before as Jackie Scott, had a bigger investment in Haiti than it seemed. To make sense of her
death, Tom must plunge back into his complicated ties to Jackie—and her mysterious past. Shacochis traces Jackie’s
shadowy family history from the outlaw terrain of World War II Dubrovnik to 1980s Istanbul. Caught between her first love
and her domineering father—an elite Cold War spy pressuring her to follow in his footsteps—seventeen-year-old Jackie
hatches a desperate escape plan. But getting out also puts her on the path that turns her into the soulless woman Tom
fears as much as desires. Set over fifty years and in four war-torn countries, The Woman Who Lost Her Soul is National
Book Award winner Bob Shacochis’s masterpiece and a magnum opus. It brings to life an intricate portrait of
catastrophic events that led up to the war on terror and the America we are today.
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE "The Goldfinch is a rarity that comes along perhaps half a dozen times per decade,
a smartly written literary novel that connects with the heart as well as the mind....Donna Tartt has delivered an
extraordinary work of fiction."--Stephen King, The New York Times Book Review Theo Decker, a 13-year-old New
Yorker, miraculously survives an accident that kills his mother. Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by the family of
a wealthy friend. Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue, disturbed by schoolmates who don't know how to
talk to him, and tormented above all by his longing for his mother, he clings to the one thing that reminds him of her: a
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small, mysteriously captivating painting that ultimately draws Theo into the underworld of art. As an adult, Theo moves
silkily between the drawing rooms of the rich and the dusty labyrinth of an antiques store where he works. He is alienated
and in love--and at the center of a narrowing, ever more dangerous circle. The Goldfinch is a mesmerizing, stay-up-all-
night and tell-all-your-friends triumph, an old-fashioned story of loss and obsession, survival and self-invention, and the
ruthless machinations of fate.
Spanning eight decades and chronicling the wild ride of a Greek-American family through the vicissitudes of the twentieth
century, Jeffrey Eugenides’ witty, exuberant novel on one level tells a traditional story about three generations of a
fantastic, absurd, lovable immigrant family -- blessed and cursed with generous doses of tragedy and high comedy. But
there’s a provocative twist. Cal, the narrator -- also Callie -- is a hermaphrodite. And the explanation for this takes us
spooling back in time, through a breathtaking review of the twentieth century, to 1922, when the Turks sacked Smyrna
and Callie’s grandparents fled for their lives. Back to a tiny village in Asia Minor where two lovers, and one rare genetic
mutation, set our narrator’s life in motion. Middlesex is a grand, utterly original fable of crossed bloodlines, the intricacies
of gender, and the deep, untidy promptings of desire. It’s a brilliant exploration of divided people, divided families,
divided cities and nations -- the connected halves that make up ourselves and our world.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A stunning “portrait of the enduring grace of friendship” (NPR) about the families we are
born into, and those that we make for ourselves. A masterful depiction of love in the twenty-first century. A NATIONAL
BOOK AWARD FINALIST • A MAN BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST • WINNER OF THE KIRKUS PRIZE A Little Life follows
four college classmates—broke, adrift, and buoyed only by their friendship and ambition—as they move to New York in
search of fame and fortune. While their relationships, which are tinged by addiction, success, and pride, deepen over the
decades, the men are held together by their devotion to the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man scarred by an unspeakable
childhood trauma. A hymn to brotherly bonds and a masterful depiction of love in the twenty-first century, Hanya
Yanagihara’s stunning novel is about the families we are born into, and those that we make for ourselves. Look for
Hanya Yanagihara’s new novel, To Paradise, coming in January 2022.
A historic literary event: the publication of a newly discovered novel, the earliest known work from Harper Lee, the
beloved, bestselling author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning classic, To Kill a Mockingbird. Originally written in the mid-1950s,
Go Set a Watchman was the novel Harper Lee first submitted to her publishers before To Kill a Mockingbird. Assumed to
have been lost, the manuscript was discovered in late 2014. Go Set a Watchman features many of the characters from
To Kill a Mockingbird some twenty years later. Returning home to Maycomb to visit her father, Jean Louise
Finch—Scout—struggles with issues both personal and political, involving Atticus, society, and the small Alabama town that
shaped her. Exploring how the characters from To Kill a Mockingbird are adjusting to the turbulent events transforming
mid-1950s America, Go Set a Watchman casts a fascinating new light on Harper Lee’s enduring classic. Moving, funny
and compelling, it stands as a magnificent novel in its own right.
A mystery that "captures the city’s dangerous, magnetic allure" (The New York Times), and reverberates through
families, friendships, and the corridors of power in 1970's New York. “As close to a great American novel as this century
has produced.” —Stephen King New York City, 1976. Meet Regan and William Hamilton-Sweeney, estranged heirs to
one of the city’s great fortunes; Keith and Mercer, the men who, for better or worse, love them; Charlie and Samantha,
two suburban teenagers seduced by downtown’s punk scene; an obsessive magazine reporter and his idealistic
neighbor—and the detective trying to figure out what any of them have to do with a shooting in Central Park on New
Year’s Eve. When the blackout of July 13, 1977, plunges this world into darkness, each of these lives will be changed
forever. City on Fire is an unforgettable novel about love and betrayal and forgiveness, about art and truth and rock ’n’
roll: about what people need from each other in order to live—and about what makes the living worth doing in the first
place.
The definitive collection of literary essays by The New Yorker’s award-winning longtime book critic Ever since the
publication of his first essay collection, The Broken Estate, in 1999, James Wood has been widely regarded as a leading
literary critic of the English-speaking world. His essays on canonical writers (Gustav Flaubert, Herman Melville), recent
legends (Don DeLillo, Marilynne Robinson) and significant contemporaries (Zadie Smith, Elena Ferrante) have
established a standard for informed and incisive appreciation, composed in a distinctive literary style all their own.
Together, Wood’s essays, and his bestselling How Fiction Works, share an abiding preoccupation with how fiction tells
its own truths, and with the vocation of the writer in a world haunted by the absence of God. In Serious Noticing, Wood
collects his best essays from two decades of his career, supplementing earlier work with autobiographical reflections
from his book The Nearest Thing to Life and recent essays from The New Yorker on young writers of extraordinary
promise. The result is an essential guide to literature in the new millennium.
The son of a singer mother whose career forcibly separated her from her family and an influential father who runs an
orphan work camp, Pak Jun Do rises to prominence using instinctive talents and eventually becomes a professional
kidnapper and romantic rival to Kim Jong Il. By the author of Parasites Like Us.
A thrilling tale of high-altitude death and survival set on the snowy summits of Mount Everest, from the bestselling author
of The Terror. It's 1924 and the race to summit the world's highest mountain has been brought to a terrified pause by the
shocking disappearance of George Mallory and Sandy Irvine high on the shoulder of Mt. Everest. By the following year,
three climbers -- a British poet and veteran of the Great War, a young French Chamonix guide, and an idealistic young
American -- find a way to take their shot at the top. They arrange funding from the grieving Lady Bromley, whose son
also disappeared on Mt. Everest in 1924. Young Bromley must be dead, but his mother refuses to believe it and pays the
trio to bring him home. Deep in Tibet and high on Everest, the three climbers -- joined by the missing boy's female cousin
-- find themselves being pursued through the night by someone . . . or something. This nightmare becomes a matter of
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life and death at 28,000 feet - but what is pursuing them? And what is the truth behind the 1924 disappearances on
Everest? As they fight their way to the top of the world, the friends uncover a secret far more abominable than any
mythical creature could ever be. A pulse-pounding story of adventure and suspense, The Abominable is Dan Simmons at
his spine-chilling best.
Robbie's last-minute flight to the Midway Atoll proves to be a nightmare when the plane goes down in shark-infested
waters. Fighting for her life, the co-pilot Max pulls her onto the raft, and that's when the real terror begins.
"When a story captures the imagination of millions, that's magic. Can you qualify magic? Archer and Jockers just may have done so."—Sylvia
Day, New York Times bestselling author Ask most people about massive success in the world of fiction, and you’ll typically hear that it’s a
game of hazy crystal balls. The sales figures of E. L. James or Dan Brown seem to be freakish—random occurrences in an unknowable
market. But what if there were an algorithm that could reveal a secret DNA of bestsellers, regardless of their genre? What if it knew, just from
analyzing the words alone, not just why genre writers like John Grisham and Danielle Steel belong on the lists, but also that authors such as
Junot Diaz, Jodi Picoult, and Donna Tartt had telltale signs of success all over their pages? Thanks to Jodie Archer and Matthew Jockers, the
algorithm exists, the code has been cracked, and the results bring fresh new insights into how fiction works and why we read. The Bestseller
Code offers a new theory for why Fifty Shades of Grey sold so well. It sheds light on the current craze for dark heroines. It reveals which
themes tend to sell best. And all with fascinating supporting data taken from a five-year study of twenty thousand novels. Then there is the
hunt for "the one"—the paradigmatic example of bestselling writing according to a computer's analysis of thousands of points of data. The
result is surprising, a bit ironic, and delightfully unorthodox. This book explains groundbreaking text-mining research in accessible terms and
offers a new perspective on the New York Times bestseller list. It's a big-idea book about the relationship between creativity and technology
that will be provocative to anyone interested in how analytics have already transformed the worlds of finance, medicine, and sports. But at
heart it is a celebration of books for readers and writers—a compelling investigation into how successful writing works, and a fresh take on our
intellectual and emotional response to stories.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE • A searing, post-apocalyptic novel about a father and son's fight to
survive, this "tale of survival and the miracle of goodness only adds to McCarthy's stature as a living master. It's gripping, frightening and,
ultimately, beautiful" (San Francisco Chronicle). A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves in the ravaged
landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, and when the snow falls it is gray. The sky is dark. Their destination is
the coast, although they don't know what, if anything, awaits them there. They have nothing; just a pistol to defend themselves against the
lawless bands that stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged food—and each other. The Road is the profoundly moving
story of a journey. It boldly imagines a future in which no hope remains, but in which the father and his son, "each the other's world entire,"
are sustained by love. Awesome in the totality of its vision, it is an unflinching meditation on the worst and the best that we are capable of:
ultimate destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation.
The GoldfinchA Novel (Pulitzer Prize for Fiction)Back Bay Books
A young New Yorker grieving his mother's death is pulled into a gritty underworld of art and wealth in this "extraordinary" and beloved Pulitzer
Prize winner that "connects with the heart as well as the mind" (Stephen King, New York Times Book Review). Theo Decker, a 13-year-old
New Yorker, miraculously survives an accident that kills his mother. Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by the family of a wealthy
friend. Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue, disturbed by schoolmates who don't know how to talk to him, and tormented
above all by a longing for his mother, he clings to the one thing that reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting that
ultimately draws Theo into a wealthy and insular art community. As an adult, Theo moves silkily between the drawing rooms of the rich and
the dusty labyrinth of an antiques store where he works. He is alienated and in love -- and at the center of a narrowing, ever more dangerous
circle. The Goldfinch is a mesmerizing, stay-up-all-night and tell-all-your-friends triumph, an old-fashioned story of loss and obsession,
survival and self-invention. From the streets of New York to the dark corners of the art underworld, this "soaring masterpiece" examines the
devastating impact of grief and the ruthless machinations of fate (Ron Charles, Washington Post).
"...an original fantasy world inhabited by superstitious tribal nations and intriguingly developed characters." USA Today A sorcerer enslaves
seventeen-year-old Kita with his forbidden black magic. She longs for freedom from her miserable existence, but her master's spells blind the
villagers, and they can’t see who he really is. Each day, his magical hold tightens around her. And there is no one to help her. Then a young
journeyman arrives from the other side of the island. In Pono, Kita finally sees her chance to escape... The story of a girl who yearns for
freedom, a boy determined to be more than what's expected of him, and the desperate journey that will leave them both forever changed. A
dark, twisty tale of sorcery, tummy-tingling romance, and island adventure.
I am human I am a work in progress Striving to be the best version of ME From the picture book dream team behind I Am Yoga and I Am
Peace comes the third book in their wellness series: I Am Human. A hopeful meditation on all the great (and challenging) parts of being
human, I Am Human shows that it’s okay to make mistakes while also emphasizing the power of good choices by offering a kind word or
smile or by saying “I’m sorry.” At its heart, this picture book is a celebration of empathy and compassion that lifts up the flawed fullness of
humanity and encourages children to see themselves as part of one big imperfect family—millions strong.
Now celebrating the 42nd anniversary of The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, soon to be a Hulu original series! “Douglas Adams is a terrific
satirist.”—The Washington Post Book World Facing annihilation at the hands of the warlike Vogons? Time for a cup of tea! Join the cosmically
displaced Arthur Dent and his uncommon comrades in arms in their desperate search for a place to eat, as they hurtle across space powered
by pure improbability. Among Arthur’s motley shipmates are Ford Prefect, a longtime friend and expert contributor to The Hitchhiker’s Guide
to the Galaxy; Zaphod Beeblebrox, the three-armed, two-headed ex-president of the galaxy; Tricia McMillan, a fellow Earth refugee who’s
gone native (her name is Trillian now); and Marvin, the moody android. Their destination? The ultimate hot spot for an evening of apocalyptic
entertainment and fine dining, where the food speaks for itself (literally). Will they make it? The answer: hard to say. But bear in mind that The
Hitchhiker’s Guide deleted the term “Future Perfect” from its pages, since it was discovered not to be! “What’s such fun is how amusing the
galaxy looks through Adams’s sardonically silly eyes.”—Detroit Free Press
A beautiful and poignant celebration of the birth—and worth—of every child. Now in board book format!
“Much like Donna Tartt’s The Secret History, M. L. Rio’s sparkling debut is a richly layered story of love, friendship, and
obsession...will keep you riveted through its final, electrifying moments.” —Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney, New York Times
bestselling author of The Nest "Nerdily (and winningly) in love with Shakespeare...Readable, smart.” —New York Times
Book Review On the day Oliver Marks is released from jail, the man who put him there is waiting at the door. Detective
Colborne wants to know the truth, and after ten years, Oliver is finally ready to tell it. A decade ago: Oliver is one of seven
young Shakespearean actors at Dellecher Classical Conservatory, a place of keen ambition and fierce competition. In
this secluded world of firelight and leather-bound books, Oliver and his friends play the same roles onstage and off: hero,
villain, tyrant, temptress, ingénue, extras. But in their fourth and final year, good-natured rivalries turn ugly, and on
opening night real violence invades the students’ world of make-believe. In the morning, the fourth-years find themselves
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facing their very own tragedy, and their greatest acting challenge yet: convincing the police, each other, and themselves
that they are innocent. If We Were Villains was named one of Bustle's Best Thriller Novels of the Year, and Mystery
Scene says, "A well-written and gripping ode to the stage...A fascinating, unorthodox take on rivalry, friendship, and
truth."
Two-time Mary Higgins Clark Award-Winning Author! In the tradition of Daphne du Maurier and Shari Lapena, comes the
newest mystery thriller from New York Times bestselling author Carol Goodman—a twisty, chilling story set in a former
Magdalen Laundry in Manhattan that explores today’s #MeToo complexities. "In a twisting, mesmerizing story that is as
beautifully written as it is utterly propulsive, Goodman keeps us breathlessly turning the pages right to the shocking and
poignant end. I absolutely loved this layered and moving novel!” —Lisa Unger, New York Times bestselling author of
Confessions on the 7:45 You’re never really alone Journalist Joan Lurie has written a seething article exposing a
notorious newspaper tycoon as a sexual predator. But the night it goes live, she is brutally attacked. Traumatized and
suffering the effects of a concussion, she moves into a highly secure apartment in Manhattan called the Refuge, which
was at one time a Magdalen Laundry. Joan should be safe here, so how can she explain the cryptic incidents that are
happening? Lillian Day is Joan’s new 96-year-old neighbor at the Refuge. In 1941, Lillian witnessed a mysterious murder
that sent her into hiding at the Magdalen Laundry, and she hasn’t come out since. As she relates to Joan her harrowing
story, Joan sees striking similarities to her own past. Melissa Osgood, newly widowed and revengeful, has burning
questions about her husband’s recent death. When she discovers a suspicious paper trail that he left behind, she
realizes how little she knew about her marriage. But it seems Joan Lurie might be the one who has the answers. As
these three lives intersect, each woman must stay one step ahead of those who are desperate to make sure the truth is
never uncovered.
A landmark biography explores the crucial resonances among the life, work, and times of one of the most influential
filmmakers of our age When Jean-Luc Godard wed the ideals of filmmaking to the realities of autobiography and current
events, he changed the nature of cinema. Unlike any earlier films, Godard's work shifts fluidly from fiction to
documentary, from criticism to art. The man himself also projects shifting images—cultural hero, fierce loner, shrewd
businessman. Hailed by filmmakers as a—if not the—key influence on cinema, Godard has entered the modern canon, a
figure as mysterious as he is indispensable. In Everything Is Cinema, critic Richard Brody has amassed hundreds of
interviews to demystify the elusive director and his work. Paying as much attention to Godard's technical inventions as to
the political forces of the postwar world, Brody traces an arc from the director's early critical writing, through his popular
success with Breathless, to the grand vision of his later years. He vividly depicts Godard's wealthy conservative family,
his fluid politics, and his tumultuous dealings with women and fellow New Wave filmmakers. Everything Is Cinema
confirms Godard's greatness and shows decisively that his films have left their mark on screens everywhere.
Treacle Walker is a stunning fusion of myth and folklore and an exploration of the fluidity of time, vivid storytelling that
brilliantly illuminates an introspective young mind trying to make sense of everything around him.
The #1 New York Times bestseller from the author of Killers of the Flower Moon In 1925, the legendary British explorer
Percy Fawcett ventured into the Amazon jungle, in search of a fabled civilization. He never returned. Over the years
countless perished trying to find evidence of his party and the place he called “The Lost City of Z.” In this masterpiece of
narrative nonfiction, journalist David Grann interweaves the spellbinding stories of Fawcett’s quest for “Z” and his own
journey into the deadly jungle, as he unravels the greatest exploration mystery of the twentieth century.
In this “brave and heartbreaking novel that digs its claws into you and doesn’t let go, long after you’ve finished it” (Anna
Todd, New York Times bestselling author) from the #1 New York Times bestselling author of All Your Perfects, a
workaholic with a too-good-to-be-true romance can’t stop thinking about her first love. Lily hasn’t always had it easy, but
that’s never stopped her from working hard for the life she wants. She’s come a long way from the small town where
she grew up—she graduated from college, moved to Boston, and started her own business. And when she feels a spark
with a gorgeous neurosurgeon named Ryle Kincaid, everything in Lily’s life seems too good to be true. Ryle is assertive,
stubborn, maybe even a little arrogant. He’s also sensitive, brilliant, and has a total soft spot for Lily. And the way he
looks in scrubs certainly doesn’t hurt. Lily can’t get him out of her head. But Ryle’s complete aversion to relationships is
disturbing. Even as Lily finds herself becoming the exception to his “no dating” rule, she can’t help but wonder what
made him that way in the first place. As questions about her new relationship overwhelm her, so do thoughts of Atlas
Corrigan—her first love and a link to the past she left behind. He was her kindred spirit, her protector. When Atlas
suddenly reappears, everything Lily has built with Ryle is threatened. An honest, evocative, and tender novel, It Ends
with Us is “a glorious and touching read, a forever keeper. The kind of book that gets handed down” (USA TODAY).
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