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The Godwins The Rise And Fall Of A Noble Dynasty The Medieval World
A collection in eight volumes of the novels and memoirs of William Godwin, one of the foremost philosophers and radical thinkers of his age.
There is a general introduction covering Godwin's life and literary works and each volume is prefaced by a scholarly introduction.
Living through Conquest is the first ever investigation of the political clout of English from the reign of Cnut to the earliest decades of the
thirteenth century. It focuses on why and how the English language was used by kings and their courts and by leading churchmen and
monastic institutions at key moments from 1020 to 1220.
The Battle of Hastings, fought on 14 October 1066, changed the course of English history. This most famous moment of the Norman
Conquest was recorded in graphic detail in the threads of the Bayeux Tapestry, providing a priceless glimpse into a brutal conflict. In this
fresh look at the battle and its surrounding campaigns, leading medieval military historians Michael Livingston and Kelly DeVries combine the
imagery of the tapestry with the latest modern investigative research to reveal the story of Hastings as it has never been told and guide
visitors around the battlefield today. This absorbing new account of the battle will be fascinating reading for anyone keen to find out what
really happened in 1066: the journeys by which Harold Godwinson and William of Normandy came to the battlefield, and the latest
reconstructions of the course of the fighting on that momentous day. It is also a practical, easy-to-use guide for visitors to the sites associated
with the conquest as well as the Hastings battlefield itself.
The great corpus that is medieval literature contains, at its very center, the tale. These verse and prose fictional narratives, as well as stories
that are grounded in some degree of historical truth, are the foundation of what readers, scholars, and enthusiasts often point to as signifiers
of the medieval age. These tales - from the skillfully crafted to the more rudimentary and plain - often make familiar to modern readers what
seems so distant and foreign about the Middle Ages. This volume of essays focuses on the tale and its ability to create "mirth," what modern
audiences would often define as "happiness" or "joy," and the significance that the book has had on the transference of this mirth to
audiences. This volume also celebrates the scholarship of Thomas H. Ohlgren, a medievalist whose work encompasses a number of different
areas, but at its center lives the power of the tale and its ability to create a lasting impression on readers, both medieval and modern.
Exploring the successful Norman invasion of England in 1066, this concise and readable book focuses especially on the often dramatic and
enduring changes wrought by William the Conqueror and his followers. From the perspective of a modern social historian, Hugh M. Thomas
considers the conquest's wide-ranging impact by taking a fresh look at such traditional themes as the influence of battles and great men on
history and assessing how far the shift in ruling dynasty and noble elites affected broader aspects of English history. The author sets the
stage by describing English society before the Norman Conquest and recounting the dramatic story of the conquest, including the climactic
Battle of Hastings. He then traces the influence of the invasion itself and the Normans' political, military, institutional, and legal
transformations. Inevitably following on the heels of institutional reform came economic, social, religious, and cultural changes. The results,
Thomas convincingly shows, are both complex and surprising. In some areas where one might expect profound influence, such as
government institutions, there was little change. In other respects, such as the indirect transformation of the English language, the conquest
had profound and lasting effects. With its combination of exciting narrative and clear analysis, this book will capture students interest in a
range of courses on medieval and Western history.
Essays on aspects of medieval military history, encompassing the most recent critical approaches.
Battles have long featured prominently in historical consciousness, as moments when the balance of power was seen to have tipped, or when
aspects of collective identity were shaped. But how have perspectives on warfare changed? How similar are present day ideologies of
warfare to those of the medieval period? Looking back over a thousand years of British, Irish and Scandinavian battles, this significant
collection of essays examines how different times and cultures have reacted to war, considering the changing roles of religion and technology
in the experience and memorialisation of conflict. While fighting and killing have been deplored, glorified and everything in between across
the ages, Writing Battles reminds us of the visceral impact left on those who come after.
Brilliantly and entertainingly written, this new and original analysis is the fruit of 30 years of scholarship and therefore has something of the
nature of a testament. Mr. John uses anthropological insight to understand the Anglo-Saxon nature.
Harold Godwineson was king of England from January 1066 until his death at Hastings in October of that year. For much of the reign of
Edward the Confessor, who was married to Harold’s sister Eadgyth, the Godwine family, led by Earl Godwine, had dominated English
politics. In The Rise and Fall of the House of Godwine, Emma Mason tells the turbulent story of a remarkable family which, until Harold’s
unexpected defeat, looked far more likely than the dukes of Normandy to provide the long-term rulers of England. But for the Norman
Conquest, an Anglo-Saxon England ruled by the Godwine dynasty would have developed very differently from that dominated by the
Normans.
Using the most recently discovered archaeological and textual evidence, Christopher Loveluck explores the transformation of Northwest
Europe, from AD 600 to 1150.
Frank Barlow's magisterial biography, first published in 1970 and now reissued with new material, rescues Edward the Confessor from
contemporary myth and subsequent bogus scholarship. Disentangling verifiable fact from saintly legend, he vividly re-creates the final years
of the Anglo-Danish monarchy and examines England before the Norman Conquest with deep insight and great historical understanding.
"Deploying all the resources of formidable scholarship, [Barlow] has recovered the real Edward." — Spectator
'From the Fury of the Northmen deliver us, O Lord.' Between the eighth and eleventh centuries, the Vikings surged from their Scandinavian
homeland to trade, raid and invade along the coasts of Europe. Their influence and expeditions extended from Newfoundland to Baghdad,
their battles were as far-flung as Africa and the Arctic. But were they great seafarers or desperate outcasts, noble heathens or oafish pirates,
the last pagans or the first of the modern Europeans? This concise study puts medieval chronicles, Norse sagas and Muslim accounts
alongside more recent research into ritual magic, genetic profiling and climatology. It includes biographical sketches of some of the most
famous Vikings, from Erik Bloodaxe to Saint Olaf, and King Canute to Leif the Lucky. It explains why the Danish king Harald Bluetooth lent his
name to a twenty-first century wireless technology; which future saint laughed as she buried foreign ambassadors alive; why so many
Icelandic settlers had Irish names; and how the last Viking colony was destroyed by English raiders. Extending beyond the traditional 'Viking
age' of most books, A Brief History of the Vikings places sudden Scandinavian population movement in a wider historical context. It presents
a balanced appraisal of these infamous sea kings, explaining both their swift expansion and its supposed halt. Supposed because, ultimately,
the Vikings didn't disappear: they turned into us.
Essays investigating the question of time, and how it was perceived, both in philosophical/religious terms, and in reality.
Young readers will delight in this step-by-step journey as a construction worker goes about her day on the job. With compelling details,
vibrant color, and a driving rhythm, This is the Construction Worker builds up excitement as the high rise project in the illustrations grows
taller and taller. Emphasizing teamwork and camaraderie, this story is a great read for home and the classroom, perfect for vehicle lovers and
all young fans of busy activity!
True history and legend combine in a remarkable story of majesty, duty, and an indomitable love that survived the thunder and blood of
eleventh-century Britain. Normans and Saxons fight and die for control of the destiny of a future empire, and Harold of Wessex--second son
of one of the sundered nation's most powerful noble families--is thrust into the vortex of a battle royal for the English throne. To wear the
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crown, however, he must forsake his peaceful life with his adored, hand-fasted wife, Lady Edith of Nazeing, the only woman he will ever truly
love. But throughout his reluctant ascendance to supreme leadership of an embattled kingdom--and the concurrent rise of old-friend-turnedadversary William of Normandy, soon to be called "the Conqueror"--Harold will not betray his heart or his lady, though war be their legacy and
tragedy their fate.From critically acclaimed, award-winning storyteller Parke Godwin comes an enduring tale of a nobility and a love that
changed history--a magnificent epic that surely ranks among the great romantic adventures of all time.
Analysis of a group of images of kingship and queenship from Anglo-Saxon England explores the implications of their focus on books,
authorship and learning.
The GodwinsThe Rise and Fall of a Noble DynastyRoutledge
Between the imperial coronation of Edgar in 973 and the death of Henry II in 1189, English society was transformed. This lively and wideranging study explores social and political change in England across this period, and examines the reasons for such developments, as well
as the many continuities. By putting the events of 1066 firmly in the middle of her account, Judith Green casts new light on the significance of
the Norman Conquest. She analyses the changing ways that kings, lords and churchmen exercised power, especially through the building of
massive stone cathedrals and numerous castles, and highlights the importance of London as the capital city. The book also explores themes
such as changes in warfare, the decline of slavery and the integration of the North and South West, as well as concepts such as state,
nationalism and patriarchy.
Women of Power in Anglo-Saxon England focuses on the lives of remarkable women: women who ruled and schemed, were peace-weavers
and warriors. It explores – and restores – their reputations. Many Anglo-Saxon kings are familiar. Æthelred the Unready is one, yet less is
written of his wife, who was consort of two kings and championed one of her sons over the others, or his mother who was an anointed queen
and powerful regent, but was also accused of witchcraft and regicide. A royal abbess educated five bishops and was instrumental in deciding
the date of Easter; another took on the might of Canterbury and Rome and was accused by the monks of fratricide. Anglo-Saxon women
were prized for their bloodlines - one had such rich blood that it sparked a war - and one was appointed regent of a foreign country. Royal
mothers wielded power; Eadgifu, wife of Edward the Elder, maintained a position of authority during the reigns of both her sons. Æthelflaed,
Lady of the Mercians, was a queen in all but name, while few have heard of Queen Seaxburh, who ruled Wessex, or Queen Cynethryth, who
issued her own coinage. She, too, was accused of murder, but was also, like many of the royal women, literate and highly-educated. From
seventh-century Northumbria to eleventh-century Wessex and making extensive use of primary sources, Women of Power in Anglo-Saxon
England examines the lives of individual women in a way that has often been done for the Anglo-Saxon men but not for their wives, sisters,
mothers and daughters. It tells their stories: those who ruled and schemed, the peace-weavers and the warrior women, the saints and the
sinners. It explores, and restores, their reputations.
Detective Chief Inspector Frank Castle never caught the Woodlands Killer and it almost destroyed him. Now, years later, mauled by the press
and traumatised by nightmares, he is faced with a copycat killer with detailed inside knowledge of the original case. He and his partner Jacki
Stone enter a deadly labyrinth, and at its centre is the man Castle believes was responsible for the first killings. He's running a sinister cult
and playing dark mind games with the police. The investigation has a shattering effect on Castle and Stone. Dark coded ritualistic killings are
being carried out on high-profile figures and the body count is rising. Castle employs a brilliant psychologist to help him solve the case, but
some psychopaths are cleverer than others. The book has a unique twist, timed to perfection by the author. A dark, layered narrative with
detailed psychological profiling, Apostle Rising is an extremely powerful noir crime story with a chilling dimension of horror.
This collection showcases work on William Godwin (1756-1836) foregrounding new critical approaches and uncovering new texts. Godwin is
a familiar presence in scholarship on the Shelley-Godwin circle and on Dissenting intellectual circles, but the present collection considers him
closely as an author and thinker on his own terms. The range of texts and topics covered by this collection will be of interest both to scholars
familiar with Godwin and those approaching his work for the first time.
This is the first comprehensive account of one of the most extraordinary and influential families in the history of ideas. William Godwin's great
treatise on liberalism, Political Justice, brought the ideas of the French Revolution to Britain. Mary Wollstonecraft's Vindication of the Rights of
Woman marks the beginning of the modern women's movement.
One of the most stimulating and original contributions to Conquest studies, covering the period 950-1086.
This volume comprises selected papers of SEM VI to VIII (Studientage Englisches Mittelalter), held at Jena, Bochum, and Zurich between
2004 and 2007. It presents a representative cross-section of topics in the field of English medieval studies in Germany and Switzerland. The
spectrum ranges from philological textual criticism, cultural studies centring around the history of ideas, questions of historical writing,
alliteration, and the depiction of the monstrous in early modern literature, to philological and linguistic approaches focussing on morphology
and grammar.

Bruges was undoubtedly one of the most important cities in medieval Europe. Bringing together specialists from both
archaeology and history, this 'total' history presents an integrated view of the city's history from its very beginnings,
tracing its astonishing expansion through to its subsequent decline in the sixteenth century. The authors' analysis of its
commercial growth, industrial production, socio-political changes, and cultural creativity is grounded in an understanding
of the city's structure, its landscape and its built environment. More than just a biography of a city, this book places
Bruges within a wider network of urban and rural development and its history in a comparative framework, thereby
offering new insights into the nature of a metropolis.
Most historical accounts examine the Viking Age in one part rather than the whole region of the British Isles and Ireland.
Very few pay attention to the continued contact between England and Scandinavia in the post-Norman Conquest period.
This book aims to offer an alternative approach by presenting a history of the Viking Age which considers the whole area
up to and beyond the Norman Conquest of 1066. The Vikings have been traditionally portrayed as brutal barbarians who
sailed to Britain and Ireland to loot, rape and pillage. The evidence presented here suggests a considerably less dramatic
but no less fascinating picture which reveals the Vikings' remarkable achievements and their influence in shaping the
political history of these islands. Katherine Holman discusses their skills as farmers, their linguistic and artistic
contribution, their rituals and customs and the conflict between paganism and Christianity, showing that the Viking
cultural impact was complex and often rich. Based on extensive and original research, The Northern Conquest presents
the available evidence and guides the reader through the process of interpreting it. This is not restricted to historical
documents alone, but also includes archaeology, runes, inscriptions, artefacts and linguistic evidence to provide different
and complementary types of information. In addition, the book considers the contemporary question of the Vikings'
genetic legacy. Interest in the Viking Age is thriving and expanding, both in Britain and in North America. Highly readable
and casting new light on the period, this book will appeal to a wide audience.
In the first full-length study of Judith of Flanders (c. 1032-1094), Mary Dockray-Miller provides a narrative of Judith’s life
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through analysis of the books and art objects she commissioned and collected. Organizing her book chronologically by
Judith’s marriages and commissions, Dockray-Miller argues that Judith consciously and successfully deployed
patronage to support her political and marital maneuverings in the eleventh-century European political theater. During her
marriage to Tostig Godwinson, Earl of Northumbria, she commissioned at least four Gospel books for herself in addition
to the numerous art objects that she gave to English churches as part of her devotional practices. The multiple treasures
Judith donated to Weingarten Abbey while she was married to Welf of Bavaria culminated in the posthumous gift of the
relic of the Holy Blood, still celebrated as the Abbey’s most important holding. Lavishly illustrated with never before
published full-color reproductions from Monte Cassino MS 437 and Fulda Landesbibliothek MS Aa.21, The Books and
the Life of Judith of Flanders features English translations of relevant excerpts from the Vita Oswinii and De Translatione
Sanguinis Christi. Dockray-Miller’s book is a fascinating account of this intriguing woman who successfully negotiated
the pitfalls of being on the losing side of both the Norman Conquest and the Investiture Controversy.
'A reputation as a ruthless ruler was sealed that would last beyond his lifetime. In that respect, at least, Cnut had
succeeded...' Cnut, or Canute, is one of the great 'what ifs' of English history. The Dane who became King of England
after a long period of Viking attacks and settlement, his reign could have permanently shifted eleventh-century England's
rule to Scandinavia. Stretching his authority across the North Sea to become king of Denmark and Norway, and with
close links to Ireland and an overlordship of Scotland, this formidable figure created a Viking Empire at least as plausible
as the Anglo-Norman Empire that would emerge in 1066. Ryan Lavelle's illuminating book cuts through myths and
misconceptions to explore this fascinating and powerful man in detail. Cnut is most popularly known now for the story of
the king who tried to command the waves, relegated to a bit part in the medieval story, but as this biography shows, he
was a conqueror, political player, law maker and empire builder on the grandest scale, one whose reign tells us much
about the contingent nature of history.
When Harold, King England, fell to William the Conqueror's army at Hastings in 1066 it changed the course of British
history forever. This is the life of Harold, Anglo-Saxon England's last king.
In Families of the King, Alice Sheppard explicitly addresses the larger interpretive question of how the manuscripts
function as history.
The most powerful dynasty behind the throne of Anglo-Saxon England, shedding new light on events such as the Battle
of Hastings.
William Godwin is one of the most important figures of the Romantic period. He wrote four plays at the end of the
18th/beginning of the 19th centuries. This book has two main objectives: to provide the first comprehensive discussion of
these four plays, and to consider the notion of theatricality in relation to Godwin’s political project.
One of the central images conjured up by the gothic novel is that of a shadowy spectre slowly rising from a mysterious
abyss. In The Rise of the Gothic Novel, Maggie Kilgour argues that the ghost of the gothic is now resurrected in the
critical methodologies which investigate it for the revelation of buried cultural secrets. In this cogent analysis of the rise
and fall of the gothic as a popular form, Kilgour juxtaposes the writings of William Godwin with Mary Wollstonecraft, and
Ann Radcliffe with Matthew Lewis. She concludes with a close reading of the quintessential gothic novel, Mary Shelley's
Frankenstein. An impressive and highly original study, The Rise of the Gothic Novel is an invaluable contribution to the
continuing literary debates which surround this influential genre.
Nordic Elites in Transformation, c. 1050-1250, Volume II explores the structures and workings of social networks within
the elites of medieval Scandinavia to reveal the intricate relationship between power and status. Section one of this
volume categorizes basic types of personal bonds, both vertical and horizontal, while section two charts patterns of local,
regional and transnational elite networks from wide-scope, longitudinal perspectives. Finally, the third section turns to
case-studies of networks in action, analyzing strategies and transactions implied by uses of social resources in specific
micro-political settings. A concluding chapter discusses how social power in the North compared to wider European
experiences. A wide range of sources and methodologies is applied to reveal how networks were established,
maintained, and put to use – and how they transformed in processes of centralizing power and formalizing hierarchies.
The engagement with and analysis of intriguing primary source material has produced a key teaching tool for instructors
and essential reading for students interested in the workings of medieval Scandinavia, elite class structures, and Social
and Political History more generally.
This is an OCR endorsed resource Build strong subject knowledge and skills in A Level History using the in-depth
analysis and structured support in this tailor-made series for OCR's British period studies and enquiries. - Develops the
analytical skills required to succeed in the period study by organising the narrative content around the key issues for
students to explore - Enhances understanding of the chosen historical period, supplying a wealth of extracts and sources
that offer opportunities to practise the evaluative skills needed for the enquiry - Progressively improves study skills
through developmental activities and advice on answering practice exam questions - Helps students to review, revise and
reflect on the course material through chapter summaries and revision activities that consolidate topic knowledge Equips students with transferable critical thinking skills, presenting contrasting academic opinions that encourage A Level
historians to make informed judgements on major debates Each title in the OCR A Level History series contains one or
two British period studies and its associated enquiry, providing complete support for every option in Unit Group 1. Early
Medieval England 871-1107 This title explores the reigns of Anglo-Saxon and Norman Kings from Alfred the Great to
William II through two British period studies and two enquiries. It allows an in-depth understanding of the key historical
knowledge, terms and concepts relevant to the period studied and encourages the critical use of evidence in investigating
and assessing historical questions in the associated enquiries: 'Alfred the Great' and 'Norman England 1087-1107'. This
title covers the following period studies and enquiries: - Alfred the Great - The Making of England 849-1016 - Anglo
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Saxon England and the Norman Conquest 1035-1087 - Norman England 1087-1107
The family of Earl Godwin of Wessex stands among the most famous in English history, whose most famous son was
King Harold. Frank Barlow charts the family through to Harold – the last Anglo-Saxon king – and finally the crowning of
William the Conqueror during the Norman Conquest. Set against the backdrop of Viking raids and ultimately the Norman
Conquest of 1066, Frank Barlow unravels the gripping history of a feuding family that nevertheless determined the course
and fortunes of all the English.
Harold Godwineson, the Last Anglo-Saxon King, owed everything to his father. Who was this Godwine, first Earl of
Wessex and known as the Kingmaker? Was he an unscrupulous schemer, using King and Witan to gain power? Or was
he the greatest of all Saxon Earls, protector of the English against the hated Normans? The answer depends on who you
ask. He was befriended by the Danes, raised up by Canute the Great, given an Earldom and a wife from the highest
Danish ranks. He sired nine children, among them four Earls, a Queen and a future King. Along with his power came a
struggle to keep his enemies at bay, and Godwine's best efforts were brought down by the misdeeds of his eldest son
Swegn. Although he became father-in-law to a reluctant Edward the Confessor, his fortunes dwindled as the Normans
gained prominence at court. Driven into exile, Godwine regathered his forces and came back even stronger, only to
discover that his second son Harold was destined to surpass him in renown and glory.
Reproduction of the original: St. Leon by William Godwin
* Something dark is preying on the glitz of the glamour set. DCI Jackson Flare and Inspector Mandy Steele investigate a
series of bizarre killings targeting the wealthy and glamorous.
A mesmerising story of family, legacy and turning back the tides, Rook beautifully evokes the shifting Sussex sands, and
the rich seam of history lying just beneath them
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