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The Glass Castle By Jeannette Walls
PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A GUIDE TO THE ORIGINAL BOOK. Guide to Jeannette Walls's The Glass Castle Preview:
Jeannette Walls chronicles all the heartbreak, deprivation, humor, and love of her childhood in The Glass Castle, a
memoir of growing up dirt-poor on a cross-country odyssey with her charismatic, but alcoholic, father and her
codependent mother. Jeannette began thinking of her childhood after spotting her mother, Rose Mary, rummaging
through trash in New York City. Her parents were basically living on the street, but offers of help were always rejected.
Jeannette went home to her husband's apartment on Park Avenue. She arranged to have lunch with her mom, who
advised her to stop feeling guilty, accept her parents as they were, and stop hiding the truth about them... Inside this
companion: - Summary of the book - Important People - Character Analysis - Analysis of the Themes and Author's Style
Jeannette Walls' The Glass Castle is a memoir of unbreakable spirit and salvation: an account of the life of a
dysfunctional yet oddly vivacious family. When sober, Jeannette's father was creative and ambitious. He taught them
geology, physics, and how to take on life without doubt or fear. When drunk, he was untruthful and violent. Meanwhile,
Jeannette's mother was indifferent and free-spirited. She detested the concept of domesticity, and she disliked the
responsibility that came with raising children. Jeannette and her siblings were compelled to look after themselves and
fend for one another. Together, they endured. When they had settled in New York, their parents followed—not minding the
fact that they had nowhere to stay—just so they could come together as a family once again.
The author recounts some of the difficulties she has faced, including the death of her son, cancer, and her husband's
public affair, and shares how she has managed to adapt and survive.
“Most people just laugh when they hear that the secret to success is giving. . . . Then again, most people are nowhere
near as successful as they wish they were.” The Go-Giver tells the story of an ambitious young man named Joe who
yearns for success. Joe is a true go-getter, though sometimes he feels as if the harder and faster he works, the further
away his goals seem to be. Desperate to land a key sale at the end of a bad quarter, he seeks advice from the enigmatic
Pindar, a legendary consultant referred to by his many devotees simply as the Chairman. Over the next week, Pindar
introduces Joe to a series of “go-givers”: a restaurateur, a CEO, a financial adviser, a real estate broker, and the
“Connector” who brought them all together. Pindar’s friends teach Joe the Five Laws of Stratospheric Success and help
him open himself up to the power of giving. Joe learns that changing his focus from getting to giving—putting others’
interests first and continually adding value to their lives—ultimately leads to unexpected returns. Imparted with wit and
grace, The Go-Giver is a classic bestseller that brings to life the old proverb “Give and you shall receive.” Nearly a
decade since its original publication, the term “go-giver” has become shorthand for a defining set of values embraced by
hundreds of thousands of people around the world. Today this timeless story continues to help its readers find fulfillment
and greater success in business, in their personal lives and in their communities. This expanded edition includes the text
of the original business parable, together with a foreword by Arianna Huffington, a new introduction, a discussion guide,
and a Q&A with the authors.
Fourteen-year-old Anke feels both relieved and neglected that her father abuses her older brother and sister but ignores
her, but when she catches him with one of her friends, she finally becomes angry enough to take action.
For two years, beginning in 1988, Jonathan Kozol visited schools in neighborhoods across the country, from Illinois to
Washington D.C., and from New York to San Antonio. He spoke with teachers, principals, superintendents, and, most
important, children. What he found was devastating. Not only were schools for rich and poor blatantly unequal, the gulf
between the two extremes was widening—and it has widened since. The urban schools he visited were overcrowded and
understaffed, and lacked the basic elements of learning—including books and, all too often, classrooms for the students.
In Savage Inequalities, Kozol delivers a searing examination of the extremes of wealth and poverty and calls into
question the reality of equal opportunity in our nation's schools.
From the prodigiously gifted author of the acclaimed memoir Slow Motion, a stunning and brutally honest novel about one
family’s harrowing recovery from devastation. Rachel Jensen is perfectly happy: in love with her husband, devoted to
their daughter Kate, gratified by her work restoring art. And finally, she’s pregnant again. But as Rachel discovers,
perfection can unravel in an instant. The summer she is thirteen, Kate returns from camp sullen, angry, and withdrawn.
Everyone assures Rachel it’s typical adolescent angst. But then Kate has a terrifying accident with her infant brother,
and the ensuing guilt brings forth a dreadful lie—one that ruptures their family, perhaps irrevocably. Family History is a
mesmerizing journey through the mysteries of adolescent pain and family crisis.
Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes give you just what you need to succeed in school:
Complete Plot Summary and Analysis Key Facts About the Work Analysis of Major Characters Themes, Motifs, and
Symbols Explanation of Important Quotations Author's Historical Context Suggested Essay Topics 25-Question Review
Quiz The Glass Castle features explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols including: strength from hardship;
abuse; fire; compassion vs. boundaries; the glass castle; Joshua tree. It also includes detailed analysis of these
important characters: Jeannette Walls; Dad (Rex Walls); Mom (Rose Mary Walls).
An enthralling literary debut that tells the story of a young girl’s coming of age in the cutthroat world of New York City ballet—a
story of obsession and the quest for perfection, trust and betrayal, beauty and lost innocence. In the roiling summer of 1977,
eleven-year-old Mira is an aspiring ballerina in the romantic, highly competitive world of New York City ballet. Enduring the mess of
her parent’s divorce, she finds escape in dance—the rigorous hours of practice, the exquisite beauty, the precision of movement,
the obsessive perfectionism. Ballet offers her control, power, and the promise of glory. It also introduces her to forty-seven-yearold Maurice DuPont, a reclusive, charismatic balletomane who becomes her mentor. Over the course of three years, Mira is
accepted into the prestigious School of American Ballet run by the legendary George Balanchine, and eventually becomes one of
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“Mr. B’s girls”—a dancer of rare talent chosen for greatness. As she ascends higher in the ballet world, her relationship with
Maurice intensifies, touching dark places within herself and sparking unexpected desires that will upend both their lives. In the
present day, Kate, a professor of dance at a Midwestern college, embarks on a risky affair with a student that threatens to
obliterate her career and capsizes the new life she has painstakingly created for her reinvented self. When she receives a letter
from a man she’s long thought dead, Kate is hurled back into the dramas of a past she thought she had left behind. Told in
interweaving narratives that move between past and present, Girl Through Glass illuminates the costs of ambition, secrets, and
the desire for beauty, and reveals how the sacrifices we make for an ideal can destroy—or save—us.
“Wickedly funny and always movingly illuminating, thanks to kick-ass storytelling and a poet's ear.” –Oprah.com The New York
Times bestselling, hilarious tale of Mary Karr’s hardscrabble Texas childhood that Oprah.com calls the best memoir of a
generation. The Liars’ Club took the world by storm and raised the art of the memoir to an entirely new level, bringing about a
dramatic revival of the form. Karr’s comic childhood in an east Texas oil town brings us characters as darkly hilarious as any of J.
D. Salinger’s—a hard-drinking daddy, a sister who can talk down the sheriff at age twelve, and an oft-married mother whose
accumulated secrets threaten to destroy them all. This unsentimental and profoundly moving account of an apocalyptic childhood
is as “funny, lively, and un-put-downable” (USA Today) today as it ever was.
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “[A] wise, wildly unique” (Entertainment Weekly) love story from the bestselling co-author
of Nick and Norah's Infinite Playlist and Will Grayson, Will Grayson about a teen who wakes up every morning in a different body,
living a different life. Every day a different body. Every day a different life. Every day in love with the same girl. There’s never any
warning about where it will be or who it will be. A has made peace with that, even established guidelines by which to live: Never
get too attached. Avoid being noticed. Do not interfere. It’s all fine until the morning that A wakes up in the body of Justin and
meets Justin’s girlfriend, Rhiannon. From that moment, the rules by which A has been living no longer apply. Because finally A
has found someone he wants to be with—day in, day out, day after day. With his new novel, David Levithan, bestselling co-author
of Will Grayson, Will Grayson, and Nick and Norah's Infinite Playlist, has pushed himself to new creative heights. He has written a
captivating story that will fascinate readers as they begin to comprehend the complexities of life and love in A’s world, as A and
Rhiannon seek to discover if you can truly love someone who is destined to change every day. “A story that is always alluring,
oftentimes humorous and much like love itself— splendorous.” —Los Angeles Times
In White Trash, Nancy Isenberg upends assumptions about America's supposedly class-free society and shows how poor whites
have been deeply ingrained in the country's history for the past 400 years. They were central to the both the Civil War itself and
the rise of the Republican Party, and still today feature in reality TV as entertainment. White trash have always been an integral
part of the American identity, and here their history in both culture and politics in explored in depth. A fascinating work that's timely
to today's public debate about rich and poor.
Now a major motion picture from Lionsgate starring Brie Larson, Woody Harrelson, and Naomi Watts. MORE THAN SEVEN
YEARS ON THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER LIST The perennially bestselling, extraordinary, one-of-a-kind, “nothing short
of spectacular” (Entertainment Weekly) memoir from one of the world’s most gifted storytellers. The Glass Castle is a remarkable
memoir of resilience and redemption, and a revelatory look into a family at once deeply dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When
sober, Jeannette’s brilliant and charismatic father captured his children’s imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and how
to embrace life fearlessly. But when he drank, he was dishonest and destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who abhorred the
idea of domesticity and didn’t want the responsibility of raising a family. The Walls children learned to take care of themselves.
They fed, clothed, and protected one another, and eventually found their way to New York. Their parents followed them, choosing
to be homeless even as their children prospered. The Glass Castle is truly astonishing—a memoir permeated by the intense love of
a peculiar but loyal family.
Original publication and copyright date: 2005.
From the creator of Austin's most exclusive Hand Lettering workshops, comes Hand Lettering 101--the book that brings Sarah's
teachings right to your home!
One year after taking over her family vineyard in Virginia's Blue Ridge mountains, Lucie Montgomery attends a historical wine
lecture at Mount Vernon and is swept up in a mystery when the lecturer turns up dead.
Journalist Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary and
their four children lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man
who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary painted and wrote and
couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family. When the money ran out, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining
town Rex had tried to escape. As the dysfunction escalated, the children had to fend for themselves, supporting one another as they found
the resources and will to leave home. Yet Walls describes her parents with deep affection in this tale of unconditional love in a family that,
despite its profound flaws, gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life. -- From publisher description.
Now a major motion picture starring Brie Larson, Naomi Watts and Woody Harrelson. This is a startling memoir of a successful journalist's
journey from the deserted and dusty mining towns of the American Southwest, to an antique filled apartment on Park Avenue. Jeanette Walls
narrates her nomadic and adventurous childhood with her dreaming, 'brilliant' but alcoholic parents. At the age of seventeen she escapes on
a Greyhound bus to New York with her older sister; her younger siblings follow later. After pursuing the education and civilisation her parents
sought to escape, Jeanette eventually succeeds in her quest for the 'mundane, middle class existence' she had always craved. In her
apartment, overlooked by 'a portrait of someone else's ancestor' she recounts poignant remembered images of star watching with her father,
juxtaposed with recollections of irregular meals, accidents and police-car chases and reveals her complex feelings of shame, guilt, pity and
pride toward her parents.
“A spellbinding portrait” of the tumultuous life and artistic career of one of the most creative photographers of the 1960s (New York
magazine). Diane Arbus became famous for her intimate and unconventional portraits of twins, dwarfs, sideshow performers, eccentrics, and
everyday “freaks.” Condemned by some for voyeurism, praised by others for compassion, she was nonetheless a transformative figure in
twentieth-century photography and hailed by all for her undeniable genius. Her life was cut short when she committed suicide in 1971 at the
peak of her career. In the first complete biography of Arbus, author Patricia Bosworth traces the arc of Arbus’s remarkable life: her sheltered
upper-class childhood and passionate, all-consuming marriage to Allan Arbus; her roles as wife and devoted mother; and her evolution from
fashion photographer to critically acclaimed artist—one who forever altered the boundaries of photography.
You think you know these stories, don’t you? You are wrong. You don’t know them at all. Twelve tales, twelve dangerous tales of mystery,
magic, and rebellious hearts. Each twists like a spindle to reveal truths full of warning and triumph, truths that free hearts long kept tame,
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truths that explore life . . . and death. A prince has a surprising awakening . . . A beauty fights like a beast . . . A boy refuses to become prey .
. . A path to happiness is lost. . . . then found again. New York Times bestselling author Soman Chainani respins old stories into fresh fairy
tales for a new era and creates a world like no other. These stories know you. They understand you. They reflect you. They are tales for our
times. So read on, if you dare.
FREE 5-Chapter Preview! You'll love joining in the adventures of The Glass Castle, brand-new from Trisha White Priebe and Jerry Jenkins,
where the setting from The Chronicles of Narnia Meets the action from Alice in Wonderland.The king is growing old and is concerned about
who will replace him. His new wife wants to produce an heir to the throne. The only problem? Thirteen years ago, the king’s first wife gave
birth to a son, and no one knows for sure what happened to him. Rumors swirl throughout the castle. The solution is simple: dispose of all
thirteen-year-olds in the kingdom. Except, it isn’t that easy. Avery and her friends won’t go quietly. And what they’ve discovered could blow
the kingdom apart.
The Glass CastleA MemoirSimon and Schuster
A stunning, heartbreaking novel about an intrepid girl who challenges the injustice of the adult world - a triumph of imagination and
storytelling. It is 1970. 'Bean' Holladay is twelve and her sister Liz fifteen when their artistic mother Charlotte, a woman who 'flees every place
she's ever lived at the first sign of trouble', takes off to 'find herself'. She leaves the girls enough money for food to last a month or two. But
when Bean gets home from school one day and sees a police car outside the house, she and Liz board a bus from California to Virginia,
where their widowed Uncle Tinsley lives in the decaying antebellum mansion that has been in the family for generations. An impetuous
optimist, Bean discovers who her father was and learns many stories about why their mother left Virginia in the first place. Money is tight, so
Liz and Bean start babysitting and doing office work for Jerry Madox, foreman of the mill in town, a big man who bullies workers, tenants and
his wife. Bean adores her whip-smart older sister, inventor of word games, reader of Edgar Allan Poe, non-conformist. But when school starts
in the autumn, it is Bean who easily adjusts and makes friends, and Liz who becomes increasingly withdrawn. And then something happens
between Liz and Maddox... 'Tragic and comic at the same time... an outrageous story, one that will break your heart' Sunday Independent
'There isn't a shred of self-pity in this deeply compassionate book' Marie Claire ***Half Broke Horses (S&S, 2009) 'Has immense power and
readibility... What it does with aplomb is to track the birth of a nation: the conjuring of modern America from a scorched, dusty wasteland' The
Times
Dominick Dunne's mesmerizing tales of justice denied and justice affirmed. For more than two decades, Vanity Fair published Dominick
Dunne’s brilliant, revelatory chronicles of the most famous crimes, trials, and punishments of our time. Whether writing of Claus von Bülow’s
romp through two trials; the Los Angeles media frenzy surrounding O.J. Simpson; the death by fire of multibillionaire banker Edmond Safra;
or the Greenwich, Connecticut, murder of Martha Moxley and the indictment—decades later—of Michael Skakel, Dominick Dunne tells it
honestly and tells it from his unique perspective. His search for the truth is relentless.

A riveting account of Hurricane Katrina and a shocking tale of wrongful arrest and racism, Zeitoun is the true story of one SyrianAmerican, plucked from his home and accused of terrorism, written by one of America's most high-profile literary writers, now
available for the first time in paperback from Vintage Canada. When Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans, Abdulrahman Zeitoun,
a prosperous Syrian-American and father of four, chose to stay through the storm to protect his house and contracting business. In
the days after the storm, he traveled the flooded streets in a secondhand canoe, passing on supplies and helping those he could.
A week later Zeitoun abruptly disappeared. Eggers's riveting nonfiction book, three years in the making, explores Zeitoun's roots in
Syria, his marriage to Kathy — an American who converted to Islam — and their children, and the surreal atmosphere in which what
happened to Abdulrahman Zeitoun was possible. Like What Is the What, Zeitoun was written in close collaboration with its
subjects and involved vast research — in this case, in the United States, Spain, and Syria.
In a small rural town outside Seattle, Joanna, an Ethiopian girl adopted by a white fundamentalist Christian family, is found dead of
hypothermia in her own backyard - setting in motion a gripping journey into the complexities of human emotion. Royal is a criminal
attorney in his eighties, and this is his final case. His son, our narrator, drives Royal every day from his office to the town where the
tragedy took place, and observes the trial as it unfolds. The consequences will reach beyond what he could have anticipated.
Author of "Snow Falling on Cedars." Print run 40,000.
Inside this Instaread Summary & Analysis of The Glass Castle* Summary of book* Introduction to the Important People in the
book* Analysis of the Themes and Author's Style
Profiles significant tree varieties on four continents, including Japanese midgets, India stranglers, and American redwoods in a
volume that also discusses the dangers posed to many trees.
Casey McDaniel had never been so nervous in his life. In just ten minutes, The Meeting, as it would forever be known, would
begin. Casey had every reason to believe that his performance over the next two hours would determine the fate of his career, his
financial future, and the company he had built from scratch. “How could my life have unraveled so quickly?” he wondered. In his
latest page-turning work of business fiction, best-selling author Patrick Lencioni provides readers with another powerful and
thought-provoking book, this one centered around a cure for the most painful yet underestimated problem of modern business:
bad meetings. And what he suggests is both simple and revolutionary. Casey McDaniel, the founder and CEO of Yip Software, is
in the midst of a problem he created, but one he doesn’t know how to solve. And he doesn’t know where or who to turn to for
advice. His staff can’t help him; they’re as dumbfounded as he is by their tortuous meetings. Then an unlikely advisor, Will
Peterson, enters Casey’s world. When he proposes an unconventional, even radical, approach to solving the meeting problem,
Casey is just desperate enough to listen. As in his other books, Lencioni provides a framework for his groundbreaking model, and
makes it applicable to the real world. Death by Meeting is nothing short of a blueprint for leaders who want to eliminate waste and
frustration among their teams, and create environments of engagement and passion.
The Glass Castle: A Memoir by Jeannette Walls | Summary & Analysis Preview: Jeannette Walls chronicles all the heartbreak,
deprivation, humor, and love of her childhood in The Glass Castle, a memoir of growing up dirt-poor on a cross-country odyssey
with her charismatic, but alcoholic, father and her codependent mother. Jeannette began thinking of her childhood after spotting
her mother, Rose Mary, rummaging through trash in New York City. Her parents were basically living on the street, but offers of
help were always rejected. Jeannette went home to her husband’s apartment on Park Avenue. She arranged to have lunch with
her mom, who advised her to stop feeling guilty, accept her parents as they were, and stop hiding the truth about them. Taking this
advice, Jeannette started writing her story. Her first memory went back to a trailer park in Arizona. At the age of three, she spent
six weeks in a hospital after her pink tutu caught fire while she was boiling hot dogs with no supervision… PLEASE NOTE: This is a
summary and analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Inside this Instaread Summary & Analysis of The Glass Castle •
Summary of book • Introduction to the Important People in the book • Analysis of the Themes and Author’s Style
A twenty-four-year-old survivor of alcoholism recounts her journey from teen experimentation to binge drinking, a process during
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which she endured depression, rage, sexual exploitation, and troubled relationships before making the decision to heal, in a
personal memoir that also offers insight into youth alcohol abuse. Reprint.
A Junior Library Guild Selection “In Breathing Underwater, Sarah Allen has created characters so alive and compelling that
readers will root for them every mile of this moving, heartfelt journey.” —Dan Gemeinhart, author of The Remarkable Journey of
Coyote Sunrise A sparkly, moving middle grade novel from Sarah Allen, and a big-hearted exploration of sisterhood, dreams, and
what it means to be there for someone you love. Olivia is on the road trip of her dreams, with her trusty camera and her big sister
Ruth by her side. Three years ago, before their family moved from California to Tennessee, Olivia and Ruth buried a time capsule
on their favorite beach. Now, they’re taking an RV back across the country to uncover the memories they left behind. But Ruth’s
depression has been getting worse, so Olivia has created a plan to help her remember how life used to be: a makeshift scavenger
hunt across the country, like pirates hunting for treasure, taking pictures and making memories along the way. All she wants is to
take the picture that makes her sister smile. But what if things can never go back to how they used to be? What if they never find
the treasure they’re seeking? Through all the questions, loving her sister, not changing her, is all Olivia can do—and maybe it’s
enough.
Abandoned by their artist mother at the age of 12, Bean and her older sister, Liz, are sent to live in the decaying antebellum mansion of their
widowed uncle, where they learn the truth about their parents and take odd jobs to earn extra money before an increasingly withdrawn Liz
has a life-shattering experience. 500,000 first printing.
ABOUT THE BOOK When The Glass Castle made the bestseller list and book groups everywhere were featuring it as their headliner, I shied
away from the book. As a writer, and an instructor of literature, I tend to be skeptical of the bestseller list. Undoubtedly these are entertaining
books, but I usually can't come up with a solid rationale for teaching them to a writing or literature class. So I didn't read The Glass Castle
when it was at its most popular. However, when I started teaching memoir writing classes, The Glass Castle came to mind. I decided to give it
a try. Reading it, I was surprised at how intense the book was, but also how deeply it resonated with its reader, and how engaging the prose
was. I started teaching it to show students how to be courageous in their writing and write with honesty but in a way that pulls in their readers.
What I most admired about Jeannette Walls was her ability to be forgiving and compassionate in her telling of the story. MEET THE AUTHOR
Born in Port Huron, Michigan, Kathryn Prout has worked as a small town dance teacher, small city nonprofit coordinator, and after school
poetry workshop leader for teens. While she's currently busy farming in Ireland, Kathryn always makes sure she has time to read, write, and
of course, run. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK The Glass Castle is a poignant memoir about a dysfunctional but lively family, told from the
perspective of the second daughter of four children. Jeannette Walls is three years old when the story begins and well into her adult life when
it ends. Her parents, Rex and Rose Mary Walls, are troubled people who struggle with their own issues while trying to raise four children.
Neither parent can hold down a job for any length of time. They move around with their children until they finally settle in Welch, West
Virginia. In Welch, near Rex's family, they live in squalid conditions. From the time Jeannette and her siblings are young, though, their father
has grand plans to build the Glass Castle, taking out his blueprints and showing his ornate design of their home. As the kids get older, they
lose faith in their father ever building the Glass Castle, but he does teach them to have dreams. Each child escapes to New York City to
realize his or her dreams the way their father didn't.
In the late 1960s, riding the crest of the counterculture movement, Cea’s family left a comfortable existence in California to live off the land in
northern Alberta. But unlike most commune dwellers of the time, the Persons weren’t trying to build a new society—they wanted to escape
civilization altogether. Led by Cea’s grandfather Dick, they lived in a canvas Teepee, grew pot, and hunted and gathered to survive. Living
out her grandparents’ dream with her teenage mother, Michelle, young Cea knew little of the world beyond her forest. She spent her
summers playing nude in the meadow and her winters snowshoeing behind the grandfather she idolized. Despite fierce storms, food
shortages and the occasional drug-and-sex-infused party for visitors, it was a happy existence. For Michelle, however, there was one crucial
element missing: a man. When Cea was five, Michelle took her on the road with a new boyfriend. As the trio set upon a series of ill-fated
adventures, Cea began to question both her highly unusual world and the hedonistic woman at the centre of it—questions that eventually
evolved into an all-consuming search for a more normal life. Finally, in her early teens, Cea realized she would have to make a choice as
drastic as the one her grandparents once had made in order to get the life she craved. From nature child to international model by the age of
thirteen, Cea’s astonishing saga is one of long-held family secrets and extreme family dysfunction, all in an incredibly unusual setting. It is
also the story of one girl’s deep-seated desire for normality—a desire that enabled her to risk everything, overcome adversity and achieve her
dreams.
White tells his emotional, incredible true story of crime and redemption, vanity and spirituality, as he discovers happiness and fulfillment in an
unlikely place--imprisonment in The Long Center, the last leper colony in the U.S. 30 color photos.
The author offers a novel based on the life of her grandmother, Lily Casey Smith, who learned to break horses in childhood, journeyed 500
miles on a pony as a teen to become a teacher, and ran a vast ranch in Arizona with her husband while raising two children, including
Rosemary Smith Walls, portrayed in the author's acclaimed The Glass Castle. Includes reading-group guide. Reprint. A New York Times Best
Book of the Year.
In the tradition of Mary Karr's "The Liars' Club" and Rick Bragg's "All Over But the Shouting," Walls has written a stunning and life-affirming
memoir about surviving a willfully impoverished, eccentric, and severely misguided family.
Laugh-out-loud, deeply insightful, and emotion-filled essays from multitalented actress, comedian, podcaster, and writer Casey Wilson. Casey
Wilson has a lot on her mind and she isn’t afraid to share. In this dazzling collection, each essay skillfully constructed and brimming with
emotion, she shares her thoughts on the joys and vagaries of modern-day womanhood and motherhood, introduces the not-quite-typical
family that made her who she is, and persuasively argues that lowbrow pop culture is the perfect lens through which to examine human
nature. Whether she’s extolling the virtues of eating in bed, processing the humiliation over her father’s late in life perm, mourning her
mother's passing, or revealing her patented method for keeping the mystery alive in a marriage, Casey is witty, candid, and full of poignant
and funny surprises. Humorous dives into her obsessions and areas of personal expertise—self-help, nice guys, cool girls (not her) and how to
receive visitors in the bath—are matched by touching meditations on female friendship, anger, grief, motherhood, and identity. Reading The
Wreckage of My Presence is like spending time with a close friend—a deeply passionate, full-tilt, joyous, excessive, compulsive, shameless,
hungry-for-it-all, loyal, cheerleading friend. A friend who is ready for any big feelings that come her way—and isn’t afraid to embrace them.
"Based on an actual event that occurred during World War II, this heartbreaking narrative poem about history, immortality, and the power of
song is accompanied by magnificent full-color paintings by award-winning artist Mark Podwal. It is the evening before the holiday of Purim,
and the Nazis have given the ghetto's leaders twenty-four hours to turn over ten Jews to be hung to "avenge" the deaths of the ten sons of
Haman, the villain of the Purim story, which celebrates the triumph of the Jews of Persia over potential genocide some 2,400 years ago. If
they refuse, the entire ghetto will be liquidated. The terrified leaders go to the ghetto's rabbi for advice; he tells them to return the next
morning. Over the course of the night the rabbi calls up the spirits of rabbis from centuries past for advice; each is rendered speechless by
what the rabbi describes. The 18th century mystic and founder of Hasidism, the Ba'al Shem Tov, tries to intercede with God by singing a
niggun, a wordless, joyful melody with the power to break the chains of evil, but his efforts end in failure. Then the beloved Rabbi Levi Yitzhak
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of Berdichev appears. There is only one possible response, he says. And the ghetto rabbi agrees. That evening, everyone in the ghetto is
herded into the synagogue courtyard. When no one steps forward, they are informed that in an hour they will all be killed. How does one
prepare to die? The question is laid before the ghetto rabbi, and he teaches them the song that the Ba'al Shem Tov taught him the night
before. As their voices soar upward, they are joined by Jews from centuries past from all over the world, all singing the Ba'al Shem Tov's
niggun as the massacre begins. And as the souls of these men, women, and children rise to the heavens, their song continues, uninterrupted,
to the end of time and beyond"-Copyright: 4e4ffe74499b01ce5298a97aaa10fd52
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