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The Generals War The Inside Story Of The Conflict In
The Gulf
"A study of American attempts to come to terms with the legacy of the Vietnam War, this book
highlights the central role played by Vietnam veterans in shaping public memory of the war.
Tracing the evolution of the image of the Vietnam veteran from alienated dissenter to
traumatized victim to noble warrior, Patrick Hagopian describes how efforts to commemorate
the war increasingly downplayed the political divisions it spawned in favor of a more unifying
emphasis on honoring veterans and promoting national 'healing.' Veterans themselves
contributed to this process by mobilizing in the early 1980s to create a national memorial
dedicated to all Americans who fought and died in Southeast Asia. At the same time, President
Ronald Reagan, after failing to convince the public that the war was a 'noble cause, ' seized
upon the idea of 'healing' as a way of reaffirming the value of military service and, by
extension, countering the effects of the so-called Vietnam syndrome - the widespread fear that
any assertive foreign policy initiative might result in 'another Vietnam.' It was with this aim in
view, Hagopian reveals, that the Reagan administration worked quietly behind the scenes to
ensure that the Vietnam Veterans Memorial would be completed, despite strong conservative
opposition to Maya Lin's bold design"--Jacket.
An inside account based on extensive reporting from Iraq between 2006 and 2011 as well as
highly classified military and diplomatic information offers insight into the diplomacy and
political struggles shaping the war in Iraq as they are viewed by Sunni and Sh'ia leaders and
other high-ranking figures. 100,000 first printing.
"Celebrated historian Winston Groom tells the story of three remarkable men-of-arms who rose
from the gruesome hell of the First World War to become the finest generals of their generation
during World War II. George Marshall, George Patton, and Douglas MacArthur redefined
America's ideas of military leadership and brought forth a new generation of American soldier.
Their efforts revealed to the world the grit and determination that would become synonymous
with America in the post-war years. Virginian George Marshall led his class at the Virginia
Military Institute to become the principal planner of the Battle of the Meuse-Argonne, the
greatest American operation, which ended the conflict. Afterward, he rose to become the
Army's Chief of Staff, where he balanced the volatility of generals such as Patton and
MacArthur for the good of the country. Like Marshall, George Patton, who is remembered as
one of the most heroic and controversial generals in American history, overcame early
academic difficulties to graduate at the top of his class at West Point. He would build and
command the Army's burgeoning tank division, lead the successful invasion of North Africa
during World War II, a
History has tended to measure war's winners and losers in terms of its major engagements,
battles in which the result was so clear-cut that they could be considered "decisive." Cannae,
Konigsberg, Austerlitz, Midway, Agincourt-all resonate in the literature of war and in our
imaginations as tide-turning. But these legendary battles may or may not have determined the
final outcome of the wars in which they were fought. Nor has the "genius" of the so-called
Great Captains - from Alexander the Great to Frederick the Great and Napoleon - play a major
role. Wars are decided in other ways. Cathal J. Nolan's The Allure of Battle systematically and
engrossingly examines the great battles, tracing what he calls "short-war thinking," the hope
that victory might be swift and wars brief. As he proves persuasively, however, such has
almost never been the case. Even the major engagements have mainly contributed to victory
or defeat by accelerating the erosion of the other side's defences. Massive conflicts, the socalled "people's wars," beginning with Napoleon and continuing until 1945, have consisted of
and been determined by prolonged stalemate and attrition, industrial wars in which the
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determining factor has been not military but matériel. Nolan's masterful book places battles
squarely and mercilessly within the context of the wider conflict in which they took place. In the
process it help corrects a distorted view of battle's role in war, replacing popular images of the
"battles of annihilation" with somber appreciation of the commitments and human sacrifices
made throughout centuries of war particularly among the Great Powers. Accessible,
provocative, exhaustive, and illuminating, The Allure of Battle will spark fresh debate about the
history and conduct of warfare.
"Inside the Nazi War Machine vividly recounts how Rommel, von Manstein and Guderian
turned the Blitzkrieg into a fearsome weapon of war in France in 1940, and how Hitler botched
his best opportunity to have defeated the BEF, and perhaps defeated Britain.”—Carlo D’Este,
author of Patton: A Genius For War In 1940, as Hitler plotted to conquer Europe, only one
nation posed a serious threat to the Third Reich's domination: France. The German command
was wary of taking on the most powerful armed force on the continent. But three low-ranking
generals—Eric von Manstein, Heinz Guderian, and Erwin Rommel—were about to change the
face of modern warfare. By grouping tanks into juggernauts to slam through enemy lines, the
blitzkrieg was born. With this aggressive, single-minded plan, the Nazis bypassed the
supposedly impenetrable Maginot Line, charged into the heart of France, and alerted the world
that the deadly might of Germany could no longer be ignored.
Shows President Obama making the critical decisions on the Afghanistan War, the secret war
in Pakistan, and the worldwide fight against terrorism.
From one of America's preeminent national security journalists, an explosive, news-breaking
account of Donald Trump's collision with the American national security establishment, and
with the world It is a simple fact that no president in American history brought less foreign
policy experience to the White House than Donald J. Trump. The real estate developer from
Queens promised to bring his brash, zero-sum swagger to bear to cut through America's most
complex national security issues, and he did. If the cost of his "America First" agenda was
bulldozing the edifice of foreign alliances that had been carefully tended by every president
from Truman to Obama, then so be it. It was clear from the first that Trump's inclinations were
radically more blunt force than his predecessors'. When briefed by the Pentagon on Iran and
the Strait of Hormuz, he exclaimed, "The next time Iran sends its boats into the Strait: blow
them out of the water! Let's get Mad Dog on this." When told that the capital of South Korea,
Seoul, was so close to the North Korean border that millions of people would likely die in the
first hours of any all-out war, Trump had a bold response, "They have to move." The officials in
the Oval Office weren't sure if he was joking. He raised his voice. "They have to move!" Very
quickly, it became clear to a number of people at the highest levels of government that their
gravest mission was to protect America from Donald Trump. Trump and His Generals is Peter
Bergen's riveting account of what happened when the unstoppable force of President Trump
met the immovable object of America's national security establishment--the CIA, the State
Department, and, above all, the Pentagon. If there is a real "deep state" in DC, it is not the FBI
so much as the national security community, with its deep-rooted culture and hierarchy. The
men Trump selected for his key national security positions, Jim Mattis, John Kelly, and H. R.
McMaster, were products of that culture: Trump wanted generals, and he got them. Three
years later, they would be gone, and the guardrails were off. From Iraq and Afghanistan to
Syria and Iran, from Russia and China to North Korea and Islamist terrorism, Trump and His
Generals is a brilliant reckoning with an American ship of state navigating a roiling sea of
threats without a well-functioning rudder. Lucid and gripping, it brings urgently needed clarity to
issues that affect the fate of us all. But clarity, unfortunately, is not the same thing as
reassurance.
An epic history of the decline of American military leadership?from the #1 bestselling author of
Fiasco Thomas E. Ricks has made a close study of America's military leaders for three
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decades, and in The Generals, he chronicles the widening gulf between performance and
accountability among the top brass of the U.S. military. While history has been kind to the
American generals of World War II?Marshall, Eisenhower, Patton, and Bradley?it has been
less kind to others, such as Koster, Franks, Sanchez, and Petraeus. Ricks sets out to explain
why that is. We meet great leaders and suspect ones, generals who rose to the occasion and
generals who failed themselves and their soldiers. In Ricks's hands, this story resounds with
larger meaning: about the transmission of values, about strategic thinking, and about the
difference between an organization that learns and one that fails.

The author of Imperial Life in the Emerald City (winner of the 2007 Samuel
Johnson Prize) now gives us the startling, behind-the-scenes story of the struggle
between President Obama and the US military to remake Afghanistan.
The transition from President Donald J. Trump to President Joseph R. Biden Jr.
stands as one of the most dangerous periods in American history. But as # 1
internationally bestselling author Bob Woodward and acclaimed reporter Robert
Costa reveal for the first time, it was far more than just a domestic political crisis.
Woodward and Costa interviewed more than 200 people at the center of the
turmoil, resulting in more than 6,000 pages of transcripts—and a spellbinding and
definitive portrait of a nation on the brink. This classic study of Washington takes
readers deep inside the Trump White House, the Biden White House, the 2020
campaign, and the Pentagon and Congress, with vivid, eyewitness accounts of
what really happened. Peril is supplemented throughout with never-before-seen
material from secret orders, transcripts of confidential calls, diaries, emails,
meeting notes and other personal and government records, making for an
unparalleled history. It is also the first inside look at Biden’s presidency as he
faces the challenges of a lifetime: the continuing deadly pandemic and millions of
Americans facing soul-crushing economic pain, all the while navigating a bitter
and disabling partisan divide, a world rife with threats, and the hovering, dark
shadow of the former president. “We have much to do in this winter of peril,”
Biden declared at his inauguration, an event marked by a nerve-wracking
security alert and the threat of domestic terrorism. Peril is the extraordinary story
of the end of one presidency and the beginning of another, and represents the
culmination of Bob Woodward’s news-making trilogy on the Trump presidency,
along with Fear and Rage. And it is the beginning of a collaboration with fellow
Washington Post reporter Robert Costa that will remind readers of Woodward’s
coverage, with Carl Bernstein, of President Richard M. Nixon’s final days.
The sixth book in W.E.B. Griffin’s sweeping military epic of the United States
Army—the New York Times bestselling Brotherhood of War series. “W.E.B. Griffin
is a storyteller in the grand tradition, probably the best man around for describing
the military community. Brotherhood of War...is an American epic.”—Tom Clancy
They were the leaders, the men who made the decisions that changed the
outcome of battles...and the fate of continents. From the awesome landing at
Normandy to the torturous campaigns of the South Pacific, from the frozen hills of
Korea to the devastated wastes of Dien Bien Phu, they had earned their stars.
Now they led America's finest against her most relentless enemy deep in the
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jungles of Southeast Asia. It was a new kind of war, but the Generals led a new
kind of army, ready for battle—and for glory...
The Art of War is an enduring classic that holds a special place in the culture and
history of East Asia. An ancient Chinese text on the philosophy and politics of
warfare and military strategy, the treatise was written in 6th century B.C. by a
warrior-philosopher now famous all over the world as Sun Tzu. Sun Tzu's
teachings remain as relevant to leaders and strategists today as they were to
rulers and military generals in ancient times. Divided into thirteen chapters and
written succinctly, The Art of War is a must-read for anybody who works in a
competitive environment.
'The Generals' War' aims to challenge the performances of Colin Powell, Norman
Schwarzkopf and their generals, and gives details about the struggles within the
American high command. It attempts to explode the myths that surrounded
strategy and operations in the war that failed to topple Saddam Hussein.
CMH Publication 70-30. Edited by Frank N. Schubert and TheresaL. Kraus.
Discusses the United States Army's role in the Persian Gulf War from August
1990 to February 1991. Shows the various strands that came together to produce
the army of the 1990s and how that army in turn performed under fire and in the
glare of world attention. Retains a sense of immediacy in its approach. Contains
maps which were carefully researched and compiled as original documents in
their own right. Includes an index.
Draws on interviews with General Tommy Franks, Condoleezza Rice, and other
officials and military personnel to provide a behind-the-scenes look at the
decision-making process that determined the nature of American involvement in
Iraq.
Just as U. S. soldiers and diplomats pulled out of Afghanistan, supposedly
concluding their role and responsibility in the two-decade conflict, the country fell
to the Taliban. In The Long War, award-winning BBC foreign correspondent
David Loyn uncovers the political and military strategies—and failures—that
prolonged America’s longest war. Three American presidents tried to defeat the
Taliban—sending 150,000 international troops at the war’s peak with a trilliondollar price tag. But early policy mistakes that allowed Osama bin Laden to
escape made the task far more difficult. Deceived by easy victories, they backed
ruthless corrupt local allies and misspent aid. The story of The Long War is told
by the generals who led it through the hardest years of combat as surges of
international troops tried to turn the tide. Generals, which include David Petraeus,
Stanley McChrystal, Joe Dunford and John Allen, were tested in battle as never
before. With the reputation of a “warrior monk,” McChrystal was considered one
of the most gifted military leaders of his generation. He was one of two generals
to be fired in this most public of commands. Holding together the coalition of
countries who joined America’s fight in Afghanistan was just one part of the multidimensional puzzle faced by the generals, as they fought an elusive and
determined enemy while responsible for thousands of young American and allied
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lives. The Long War goes behind the scenes of their command and of the Afghan
government. The fourth president to take on the war, Joe Biden ordered troops to
withdraw in 2021, twenty years after 9/11, just as the Taliban achieved victory,
leaving behind an unstable nation and an unforeseeable future.
Smithsonian Civil War is a lavishly illustrated coffee-table book featuring 150 entries in honor
of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. From among tens of thousands of Civil War objects
in the Smithsonian's collections, curators handpicked 550 items and wrote a unique narrative
that begins before the war through the Reconstruction period. The perfect gift book for fathers
and history lovers, Smithsonian Civil War combines one-of-a-kind, famous, and previously
unseen relics from the war in a truly unique narrative. Smithsonian Civil War takes the reader
inside the great collection of Americana housed at twelve national museums and archives and
brings historical gems to light. From the National Portrait Gallery come rare early photographs
of Stonewall Jackson and Ulysses S. Grant; from the National Museum of American History,
secret messages that remained hidden inside Lincoln's gold watch for nearly 150 years; from
the National Air and Space Museum, futuristic Civil War-era aircraft designs. Thousands of
items were evaluated before those of greatest value and significance were selected for
inclusion here. Artfully arranged in 150 entries, they offer a unique, panoramic view of the Civil
War.
A study of Civil War military leadership offers a portrait of three pairs of commanders from the
North and South
The Generals' WarThe Inside Story of the Conflict in the GulfBack Bay Books
An essential account of the struggle against ISIS—and President Trump’s way of war. In 2014,
President Obama overcame his long-standing aversion to large-scale military action in the
Middle East and took the United States to war against the Islamic State. Assembling a coalition
of regional and European allies, the U.S. military began a massive bombing campaign and
returned its advisers to Iraq. Three years later, the Islamic State’s self-declared caliphate
straddling the Syria-Iraq border was apparently on the brink of collapse, as its key strongholds
of Mosul and Raqqa fell to U.S.-supported forces. But was the war really over? In Degrade and
Destroy, Michael R. Gordon, the bestselling author and former New York Times national
security specialist, reveals the debates, diplomacy, and military strategy that have shaped the
struggle against the Islamic State. With extraordinary access to the White House, the
intelligence community, and top generals, Gordon offers a riveting narrative. We see Hillary
Clinton plotting to arm the Syrian rebels over the president’s objections; her Pentagon
colleagues attempting to plan a war even as Russians, Turks, and Gulf allies complicate or
frustrate every move; and Kurdish fighters battling house to house. Gordon also offers the
most detailed narrative we have of how President Trump conducts a war—giving his generals
greater freedom to make their own decisions while practicing diplomacy in a haphazard and
sometimes self-sabotaging manner. With the region in disarray, Gordon’s stark account raises
a crucial question: The United States and its allies may have won a war, but will they once
again lose the peace?
Wars are not fought by politicians and generals--they are fought by soldiers. Written by a
combat veteran of the Vietnam War, Not a Gentleman's Waris about such soldiers--a gritty,
against-the-grain defense of the much-maligned junior officer. Conventional wisdom holds that
the junior officer in Vietnam was a no-talent, poorly trained, unmotivated soldier typified by Lt.
William Calley of My Lai infamy. Drawing on oral histories, after-action reports, diaries, letters,
and other archival sources, Ron Milam debunks this view, demonstrating that most of the
lieutenants who served in combat performed their duties well and effectively, serving with great
skill, dedication, and commitment to the men they led. Milam's narrative provides a vivid, onthe-ground portrait of what the platoon leader faced: training his men, keeping racial tensions
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at bay, and preventing alcohol and drug abuse, all in a war without fronts. Yet despite these
obstacles, junior officers performed admirably, as documented by field reports and evaluations
of their superior officers. More than 5,000 junior officers died in Vietnam; all of them had
volunteered to lead men in battle. Based on meticulous and wide-ranging research, this book
provides a much-needed serious treatment of these men--the only such study in
print--shedding new light on the longest war in American history.
Founded in 1958 in response to the launch of Sputnik, the agency's original mission was to
create "the unimagined weapons of the future." Over the decades, DARPA has been
responsible for countless inventions and technologies that extend well beyond military
technology. Sharon Weinberger gives us a riveting account of DARPA's successes and
failures, its remarkable innovations, and its wild-eyed schemes. We see how the threat of
nuclear Armageddon sparked investment in computer networking, leading to the Internet, as
well as to a proposal to power a missile-destroying particle beam by draining the Great Lakes.
We learn how DARPA was responsible during the Vietnam War for both Agent Orange and the
development of the world's first armed drones, and how after 9/11 the agency sparked a
national controversy over surveillance with its data-mining research. And we see how DARPA's
success with self-driving cars was followed by disappointing contributions to the Afghanistan
and Iraq wars.
Provides an account, from the point of view of the U.S. Army forces employed, of the 1990-91
Persian Gulf War, from the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait to the withdrawal of coalition forces from
southeastern Iraq. It focuses on the Army's part in this war, particularly the activities of the
Headquarters, Third Army, and the Army Forces Central Command (ARCENT). It looks
especially at the activities of the VII Corps, which executed ARCENT's main effort in the
theater ground force schwerpunkt -- General Schwarzkopf's "Great Wheel." This is not an
official history; the author speaks in his own voice and makes his own judgments. Maps.
Twenty years ago, the Persian Gulf War captured the attention of the world as the first test of
the U.S. Army since the Vietnam War and the first large-scale armor engagement since World
War II. Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait and his subsequent ouster by the U.S.-led
coalition are keys to understanding today's situation in the Middle East. The coalition
partnerships cemented in that initial operation and in the regional peacekeeping operations
that followed provided the basis for a growing series of multinational efforts that have
characterized the post"-"Cold War environment. Moreover, the growing interoperability of U.S.
air, sea, and land forces coupled with the extensive employment of more sophisticated
weapons first showcased in Desert Storm have become the hallmark of American military
operations and the standard that other nations strive to meet.

A behind-the-scenes account and analysis of the planning and execution of the
Persian Gulf War.
A behind the scenes account and analysis of the plan- ning and execution of the
Gulf War.
From the author of the classic The Wizards of Armageddon and Pulitzer Prize
finalist comes the definitive history of American policy on nuclear war—and
Presidents’ actions in nuclear crises—from Truman to Trump. Fred Kaplan, hailed
by The New York Times as “a rare combination of defense intellectual and
pugnacious reporter,” takes us into the White House Situation Room, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff’s “Tank” in the Pentagon, and the vast chambers of Strategic
Command to bring us the untold stories—based on exclusive interviews and
previously classified documents—of how America’s presidents and generals have
thought about, threatened, broached, and just barely avoided nuclear war from
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the dawn of the atomic age until today. Kaplan’s historical research and deep
reporting will stand as the permanent record of politics. Discussing theories that
have dominated nightmare scenarios from Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Kaplan
presents the unthinkable in terms of mass destruction and demonstrates how the
nuclear war reality will not go away, regardless of the dire consequences.
War Is a Racket is a speech and a 1935 short book, by Smedley D. Butler, a
retired United States Marine Corps Major General and two-time Medal of Honor
recipient. Based on his career military experience, Butler frankly discusses how
business interests commercially benefit (including war profiteering) from warfare.
He had been appointed commanding officer of the Gendarmerie during the
United States occupation of Haiti, which lasted from 1915 to 1934.
After a series of disastrous missteps in its conduct of the war, the White House in
2006 appointed General David Petraeus as the Commanding General of the
coalition forces. Tell Me How This Ends is an inside account of his attempt to turn
around a failing war. Linda Robinson conducted extensive interviews with
Petraeus and his subordinate commanders and spent weeks with key U.S. and
Iraqi divisions. The result is the only book that ties together military operations in
Iraq and the internecine political drama that is at the heart of the civil war.
Replete with dramatic battles, behind-doors confrontations, and astute analysis,
the book tells the full story of the Iraq War's endgame, and lays out the options
that will be facing the next president when he or she takes office in January 2009.
In his fourth book on President George W. Bush and his controversial 'War on
Terror,' Bob Woodward takes us behind closed doors, into the hidden rooms of
the White House, the Pentagon, the State Department, and US intelligence
agencies, where the details of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan were fiercely
debated and eventually determined. Today, the Iraq War is a major source of
contention around the world, and may become the defining political, social and
moral issue of this brief period in American history. In an attempt to understand
the Bush presidency, and its divisive legacy, Woodward examines this conflict at
its source: in Washington D.C. This fast-paced, groundbreaking book includes
never-before-published information, as Woodward draws upon his vast
experience a veteran political journalist to provide a richly detailed and
meticulously researched examination of the war in Iraq over the past two years.
In The War Within, Woodward expands upon his study of the Bush administration
in his previous three books, with his signature authoritative, measured, and
deeply human sense of perspective.
Major General Don Carlos Buell stood among the senior Northern commanders
early in the Civil War, led the Army of the Ohio in the critical Kentucky theater in
1861-62, and helped shape the direction of the conflict during its first years. Only
a handful of Northern generals loomed as large on the military landscape during
this period, and Buell is the only one of them who has not been the subject of a
full-scale biography. A conservative Democrat, Buell viewed the Civil War as a
contest to restore the antebellum Union rather than a struggle to bring significant
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social change to the slaveholding South. Stephen Engle explores the effects that
this attitude--one shared by a number of other Union officers early in the
war--had on the Northern high command and on political-military relations. In
addition, he examines the ramifications within the Army of the Ohio of Buell's
proslavery leanings. A personally brave, intelligent, and talented officer, Buell
nonetheless failed as a theater and army commander, and in late 1862 he was
removed from command. But as Engle notes, Buell's attitude and campaigns
provided the Union with a valuable lesson: that the Confederacy would not yield
to halfhearted campaigns with limited goals.
A three-star general offers an insider account of the U.S. wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, explaining how garbled intelligence, poor decision making, and no
clear understanding of the enemy resulted in the failure of both missions.
An acount of the war in the Persian Gulf takes readers behind the scenes at the
Pentagon and the White House to provide portraits of the top military
commanders and to discuss what worked and what did not
In December 1885, under the watchful eye of Mark Twain, the publishing firm of
Charles L. Webster and Company released the first volume of the Personal
Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant. With a second volume published in March 1886,
Grant's memoirs became a popular sensation. Seeking to capitalize on Grant's
success and interest in earlier reminiscences by Joseph E. Johnston, William T.
Sherman, and Richard Taylor, other Civil War generals such as George B.
McClellan and Philip H. Sheridan soon followed suit. Some hewed more closely
to Grant's model than others, and their points of similarity and divergence left
readers increasingly fascinated with the history and meaning of the nation's great
conflict. The writings also dovetailed with a rising desire to see the full sweep of
American history chronicled, as its citizens looked to the start of a new century.
Professional historians engaged with the memoirs as an important foundation for
this work. In this insightful book, Stephen Cushman considers Civil War generals'
memoirs as both historical and literary works, revealing how they remain vital to
understanding the interaction of memory, imagination, and the writing of
American history. Cushman shows how market forces shaped the production of
the memoirs and, therefore, memories of the war itself; how audiences have
engaged with the works to create ideas of history that fit with time and
circumstance; and what these texts tell us about current conflicts over the history
and meanings of the Civil War.
Washington Post national investigative reporter Carol Leonnig and White House
bureau chief Philip Rucker, both Pulitzer Prize winners, provide the definitive
insider narrative of Donald Trump's unique presidency with shocking new
reporting and insight into its implications. "I alone can fix it." So went Donald J.
Trump's march to the presidency on July 21, 2016, when he accepted the
Republican presidential nomination in Cleveland, promising to restore what he
described as a fallen nation. Yet over the subsequent years, as he has
undertaken the actual work of the commander in chief, it has been hard to see
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beyond the daily chaos of scandal, investigation, and constant bluster. It would
be all too easy to mistake Trump's first term for one of pure and uninhibited
chaos, but there were patterns to his behavior and that of his associates. The
universal value of the Trump administration is loyalty - not to the country, but to
the president himself - and Trump's North Star has been the perpetuation of his
own power, even when it meant imperiling our shaky and mistrustful democracy.
Leonnig and Rucker, with deep and unmatched sources throughout Washington,
D.C., tell of rages and frenzies but also moments of courage and perseverance.
Relying on scores of exclusive new interviews with some of the most senior
members of the Trump administration and other firsthand witnesses, the authors
reveal the forty-fifth president up close, taking readers inside Robert Mueller's
Russia investigation as well as the president's own hap-hazard but ultimately
successful legal defense. Here for the first time certain officials who have felt
honor-bound not to publicly criticize a sitting president or to divulge what they
witnessed in a position of trust tell the truth for the benefit of history. This
peerless and gripping narrative reveals President Trump at his most unvarnished
and exposes how decision making in his administration has been driven by a
reflexive logic of self-preservation and self-aggrandizement - but a logic
nonetheless. This is the story of how an unparalleled president has scrambled to
survive and tested the strength of America's democracy and its common heart as
a nation.
A look at the German High Command during World War II challenges the myth
that the German Generals could have won the war had Hitler not interfered, and
maps out the history and the personalities of the German Command Structure.
The inspiration for the Netflix original movie War Machine, starring Brad Pitt,
Tilda Swinton, and Ben Kingsley From the author of The Last Magazine, a
shocking behind-the-scenes portrait of our military commanders, their high-stake
maneuvers, and the politcal firestorm that shook the United States. In the shadow
of the hunt for Bin Laden and the United States’ involvement in the Middle East,
General Stanley McChrystal, the commanding general of international and U.S.
forces in Afghanistan, was living large. His loyal staff liked to call him a “rock
star.” During a spring 2010 trip, journalist Michael Hastings looked on as
McChrystal and his staff let off steam, partying and openly bashing the Obama
administration. When Hastings’s article appeared in Rolling Stone, it set off a
political firestorm: McChrystal was unceremoniously fired. In The Operators,
Hastings picks up where his Rolling Stone coup ended. From patrol missions in
the Afghan hinterlands to senior military advisors’ late-night bull sessions to hotel
bars where spies and expensive hookers participate in nation-building, Hastings
presents a shocking behind-the-scenes portrait of what he fears is an unwinnable
war. Written in prose that is at once eye-opening and other times uncannily
conversational, readers of No Easy Day will take to Hastings’ unyielding firsthand account of the Afghan War and its cast of players.
The groundbreaking investigative story of how three successive presidents and
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their military commanders deceived the public year after year about America’s
longest war, foreshadowing the Taliban’s recapture of Afghanistan, by
Washington Post reporter and three-time Pulitzer Prize finalist Craig Whitlock.
Unlike the wars in Vietnam and Iraq, the US invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 had
near-unanimous public support. At first, the goals were straightforward and clear:
to defeat al-Qaeda and prevent a repeat of 9/11. Yet soon after the United States
and its allies removed the Taliban from power, the mission veered off course and
US officials lost sight of their original objectives. Distracted by the war in Iraq, the
US military became mired in an unwinnable guerrilla conflict in a country it did not
understand. But no president wanted to admit failure, especially in a war that
began as a just cause. Instead, the Bush, Obama, and Trump administrations
sent more and more troops to Afghanistan and repeatedly said they were making
progress, even though they knew there was no realistic prospect for an outright
victory. Just as the Pentagon Papers changed the public’s understanding of
Vietnam, The Afghanistan Papers contains startling revelation after revelation
from people who played a direct role in the war, from leaders in the White House
and the Pentagon to soldiers and aid workers on the front lines. In unvarnished
language, they admit that the US government’s strategies were a mess, that the
nation-building project was a colossal failure, and that drugs and corruption
gained a stranglehold over their allies in the Afghan government. All told, the
account is based on interviews with more than 1,000 people who knew that the
US government was presenting a distorted, and sometimes entirely fabricated,
version of the facts on the ground. Documents unearthed by The Washington
Post reveal that President Bush didn’t know the name of his Afghanistan war
commander—and didn’t want to make time to meet with him. Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld admitted he had “no visibility into who the bad guys
are.” His successor, Robert Gates, said: “We didn’t know jack shit about alQaeda.” The Afghanistan Papers is a shocking account that will supercharge a
long overdue reckoning over what went wrong and forever change the way the
conflict is remembered.
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