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The formation of human capital--the knowledge, skills, and health that people accumulate over their lifetimes--is critical for the six
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. Human capital contributes not only to human development and employment but also to
the long-term sustainability of a diversified economic growth model that is knowledge based and private sector driven. This
approach is critical, given that income from oil and gas will eventually decline and that the nature of work is evolving in response to
rapid technological changes, in turn demanding new skill sets. The GCC governments have demonstrated their strong political will
for this shift: four of them are among the first countries to join the World Bank’s Human Capital Project—a global effort to improve
investments in people as measured by the Human Capital Index. The GCC countries face four main challenges: • Low levels of
basic proficiency among schoolchildren • A mismatch between education and the labor market • A relatively high rate of adult
mortality and morbidity • A unique labor market , in which wages in the public sector are more generous than in the private sector
and government employment of nationals is virtually guaranteed To address these challenges, this report outlines four strategies
in a“whole-of-government†? approach: • Investing in high-quality early childhood development • Preparing healthier, better
educated, and skilled youth for the future • Enabling greater adult labor force participation • Creating an enabling environment for
human capital formation These strategies are based on best practices in other countries and feature some of the GCC countries’
plans, including their national “Visions,†? to take their economies and societies further into the twenty-first century. With the
COVID-19 pandemic, the GCC countries face additional challenges that may worsen some preexisting vulnerabilities and erode
human capital. In response, the GCC governments have taken multiple measures to protect their populations’ health and their
economies. Any country’s decision to reopen its economy needs to closely consider public health consequences to avoid a
resurgence of infections and any further erosion of its human capital. The COVID-19 crisis underscores that the need to accelerate
and improve investment in human capital has never been greater. Once the GCC countries return to a “new normal,†? they will be
in a position to achieve diversified and sustainable growth by adopting, and then tailoring, the strategies presented in this report.
The four volumes in this major research collection address the key economic issues which affect the future development and
diversification of the member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), namely Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, UAE
and Oman. The work brings together state-of-the-art analysis by some 40 international scholars who participated in a major joint
initiative by the EU and the GCC, the al-Jisr Gulf-Europe Research Program. This collection will prove an essential reference work
for policy makers and scholars on all the critical issues facing the Gulf countries as their economies develop beyond dependence
on the oil and gas sector and forge new international alliances.
The Arab world has engaged in public relations for thousands of years, and the public relations literature provides multiple
examples extending from ancient times. However, modern public relations is much more vaguely defined. This is partly because
the research surrounding public relations practice in the Middle East remains sparse, especially in the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries. This book presents a clear picture of contemporary PR practice in this region, providing a background on the
evolution of public relations in each GCC country. It shows how environmental factors (historical, cultural, socio-political, and
economic) influence practice in the region. It also contributes to public relations scholarship, education, and practice worldwide by
providing new perspectives to those unfamiliar with its practice in this region. This book will benefit scholars and practitioners alike
through its informed analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of practice in the GCC countries, as well as being of great benefit
to the development of professional practice in the region.
This volume goes beyond a conventional analysis of Asia’s energy relationships and explores the premise that energy relations in
Asia in the 21st century should reinforce mutual interdependence. Conventional analyses of international energy relations stress
the asymmetric nature of the risks and costs of disruptions to energy flows. Energy suppliers (net exporters) are concerned with
the cost of a buyer looking elsewhere; energy consumers (net importers) are preoccupied with the costs associated with an
interruption of supply. This perspective reflects the current transactional nature of energy relations and is clearly observed in the
energy dynamics between countries in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and the economies of Northeast Asia (NEA). As the
economies of both the GCC and NEA have enlarged there is under-recognized potential for a move away from narrow
transactional relations to broader, interdependent ones. This collection of essays from leading energy, strategic, and economic
policy think tanks focused on how energy relations are forming in the 21st century offers energy scholars and policy makers
answers to what these increasingly close relationships mean for international politics and trade.
Assessing the six GCC countries as they face an uncertain future All of the GCC countries--Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates--are undergoing historic socio-economic transitions. They are facing enormous strains on
public finances and challenging economic outlooks, due to fluctuating oil prices, demographic pressures, high unemployment
rates, and a lack of economic diversification. These countries also are likely to feel the rising impact of climate change, and global
policies to deal with it, over the coming decades. In addition, seemingly unstoppable shifts in the long-standing international order,
notably the rise of China and uncertainties about U.S. leadership, have potentially serious implications for the Middle East and
beyond. This policy-oriented book of essays by noted scholars and experts considers the key trends shaping Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries, ranging from the COVID-19 pandemic, to climate change, economic disruptions, demographics and
other domestic concerns, and shifts in the global order. The book's chapters address such questions as: How will global
megatrends impact the GCC? How can GCC states adjust and diversify their economies to meet the dual challenges of fluctuating
oil prices and climate change? How can these states adjust their labor markets to absorb and support women and youth? How will
inter GCC disagreements impact the region moving forward? And how will GCC relations with international actors shift in the
coming years? This timely book, with its comprehensive analyses and policy recommendations, will be of interest to a wide range
of readers interested in the GCC region, including policymakers, academics, and researchers at think tanks and nongovernmental
organizations.
This volume is a key text for understanding the major regional international organizations of the Middle East. Analysing the Arab
League, the Gulf Cooperation Council, and the Arab-Maghreb Union in a concise and accessible format, it explores their
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successes and failures across their full range of activities (economic, social, and political), while contextualising the reasons why
many consider that these organizations have stalled. The book: - assesses the reasons why IOs in the Middle East are underdeveloped relative to neighbouring regional organizations; - explores their history, evolution, and structure, while considering the
successes and failures of each IO; - analyses the reasons for the specific difficulties faced by each organization through the
context of intra-regional relations; - develops a new framework for analysing the forces that have shaped these bodies and
challenges the existing narrative that largely ignores the achievements and prospects of the organizations; - considers the likely
impact of the Arab Spring upon the future development of these frequently overlooked regional international organizations. This
book will be of great interest to students and scholars of Middle East studies, international organizations, and global governance,
as well as diplomats and policymakers
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is comprised of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.
Possessing a significant share of the world's oil and gas reserves and including some of the world's fastest growing economies,
the GCC is a significant regional grouping. As with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Council has made
significant progress towards economic integration. Seeking to draw out lessons applicable to ASEAN, this report looks at the
structure and evolution of the GCC. This includes the context within which the Council was established, its rationale, and economic
importance. It then follows the organization's development over time, paying particular importance to its progress from Customs
Union and Common Market towards Monetary Union. The report then sets out the key challenges ahead for the Council, and
concludes by highlighting the structural, organizational, and political lessons that resonate with ASEAN and its membership.
In this paper, we analyze the evolution of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) banking sectors in the six member countries
including ownership, concentration, cross-border linkages, balance sheet exposures and risks, recent trends in credit growth, and
financial soundness. We identify risks to the banking sector's financial stability in the context of the current global crisis and their
mitigating factors.
The book focuses on the international relations of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the only successful regional integration
effort in the Arab world. The Gulf region is a key center of international politics and security, and the GCC states (Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and UAE) are carving out a role for themselves, not only to promote economic development, but also
to develop concerted foreign policies. The book looks at the policymaking process and the role of the GCC as an international
institution. Case studies highlight key regional and international relationships, e.g., with Iraq, Iran, Yemen, the US, Russia, Asia,
and the EU. Christian Koch is Director of International Studies at the Gulf Research Center in Dubai. His unique and thorough
analysis of the GCC states will be a key text for those studying Arab politics and for policymakers who need to understand the
dynamics shaping the Gulf region.
Relations between Israel and the Gulf states are not anything new. In the immediate aftermath of the 1993 Oslo Accords, both
Qatar and Oman established low-level yet open diplomatic ties with Israel. In 2010, Ha'aretz reported that the former Israeli foreign
minister, Tzipi Livni, was on friendly terms with Shaykh Abdullah Ibn Zayed, her counterpart from the UAE, despite the absence of
formal diplomatic ties between the two states. The shared suspicion towards the regional designs of Iran that undoubtedly
underpinned these ties even extended, it was alleged, to a secret dialogue between Israel and Saudi Arabia, led by the late Meir
Dagan, the former head of Mossad. Cooperation between Israel and Saudi Arabia in thwarting Iran's regional ambitions also casts
light on Washington's lack of strategic leadership, which had previously been the totem around which Israel and the Gulf states
had based regional security strategies. Jones and Guzansky contend that, at the very least, ties between Israel and many of its
Gulf counterparts are now more vibrant than hitherto realized. They constitute a tacit security regime which, while based on hard
power interests, does not preclude competition in other areas. Ultimately, these relations are helping shape a new regional order in
the Middle East.
The GCC and the International Relations of the GulfDiplomacy, Security and Economic Coordination in a Changing Middle
EastBloomsbury Publishing
An original and empirically grounded analysis of the Gulf monarchies and their role in shaping the political economy of the Middle
East.
This article investigates three questions: (1) Has tax competition recently emerged in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) States
(Kuwait, Bahrain, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, and Oman)? (2) If so, who are GCC States trying to
compete with? (3) What is and should be the GCC organization's role in competition? GCC states have announced their official
plans to further reduce corporate income tax rates and offer more tax incentives in the near future. These are plans that ignore the
ongoing global changes in tax policies that impair the success of these reforms.
The ‘Arab Spring’ of 2011 has affected the countries of the region to varying degrees, including the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) members, comprising Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Oman and Bahrain. The GCC has become a
significant regional bloc playing a vital economic and political role far beyond its shores, given its geopolitical strategic location, a
preponderance of global energy reserves and a major international player through the use of accumulated financial reserves. A
new Gulf is rising, one that is more self assertive, looking to expand its membership to other Arab countries such as Jordan and
Morocco, while at the same time strengthening the bloc’s relationship with current and emerging trading and strategic partners in
Europe, USA and Asia. Regional and international realities, especially the uncertainties unleashed by the ‘Arab Spring’, are
forcing Gulf leadership to initiate new policies involving closer cooperation amongst GCC countries to address emerging
challenges. This volume brings together thirty renowned academics and specialists to examine a range of multifaceted social,
political and economic issues facing the GCC in key areas such as: · Diversification from a high dependency on a narrow
hydrocarbon base · Social transformation, youth employment and effective gender participation · Outward and inward foreign
direct investment flows · Prospects for education reforms and e-learning. · Sustainable security in oil, renewable energy (including
nuclear) and food · Corporate governance, transparency and enhancing the private sector's operating environment · The role and
governance of Gulf Sovereign Wealth Funds in investing their surpluses. The volume also offers insights for challenges facing the
GCC in monetary union, expanding the regional debt market and Sukuk issuance, GCC intellectual property rights application,
detailed assessments of individual GCC country risk analysis, as well as the sustainability of long term government fiscal stimulus
programs at the expense of private sector involvement.
State-driven investments in art and cultural production in the states of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) are an important part of
the search for longer-term alternatives to the longer-term unsustainability of the hydrocarbon-based economic development model.
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They also are an element in the search for soft power and status, and intersect with the nation-building project. The long-term
planned––and unplanned––effects of such cultural initiatives include a necessary opening up to a future of unexpected and often
undesired cultural encounters, whether in the classroom, the art gallery, the sports stadium, or the labor office. As states driven by
a desire to raise both their regional and international status, but needing to satisfy their domestic conservative constituencies, their
greatest test will be their judicious negotiating of the conflicting sociocultural elements of an increasingly globalized world. This
volume offers a comprehensive multi-disciplinary analysis of this complex arena and the state of art and cultural production in
these Gulf societies, through original studies on identity formation and an emerging museology; the aesthetics of censorship; the
question of authenticity; cultural projects as state-driven soft power efforts; the phenomenon of public art; and artistic
engagements with migrant labor communities. The chapters originally published as a special issue in the Journal of Arabian
Studies.
In May 1981 Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, and Oman established the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) to facilitate cooperation, settle disputes, and strengthen security. This is the first English-language book to describe the
GCC and assess its impact on the security and stability of the Gulf. It addresses four specific aspects of the GCC: a description of
the basic charter and the United Economic Agreement; its structure and the policy of summitry; its achievements and the
challenges before it; and the official, popular, and reformist views of its proper role.
As China’s international political role grows, its relations with states outside of its traditional sphere of interests is evolving. This is certainly
the case of the Arab Gulf monarchies of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates, which together comprise
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). China’s levels of interdependence with these states has increased dramatically in recent years,
spanning a wide range of interests. What motivating factors explain the Chinese leadership’s decision to forge closer ties to the GCC? Why
have GCC leaders developed closer ties to China, and what kind of role can China be expected to play in the region as levels of
interdependence intensify? This book uses neoclassical realism to analyse the evolution of Sino-GCC relations. Examining the pressures that
shaped China’s policy toward the Arab Gulf monarchies, it demonstrates that systemic considerations have been predominant since 1949,
yet domestic political considerations were also always an important consideration. Relations are examined across diplomatic and political
interactions, trade and investment, infrastructure and construction projects, people-to-people exchanges, and military and security
cooperation. This book will appeal to scholars in the fields of International Relations and International Political Economy, as well as area
specialists on China, the Persian Gulf, the Arab Gulf Monarchies, and those working on foreign policy issues.
This book brings together Algerian-based scholars and Algerians in the diaspora to address the many, salient issues facing Algeria, the
largest country in Africa and the Middle East. Until February 22, 2019, Algeria looked like the beacon of stability in the region, for the
authoritarian regime eluded the so-called Arab Spring, which resulted in chaos in a number of countries in the Middle East and North Africa.
The authors of the chapters in this book are a mix of sociologists, economists, political scientists, linguists, and international relations
specialists who have used the theoretical and methodological instruments in their respective fields to decipher the complexities that
characterise the Algerian political system. In the domestic part, some of the chapters deal with issues seldom tackled in Maghreb studies,
namely, the language and identities issues, which are at the forefront of the protest movement since February 2019. Other chapters analyse
the role of the elites, the emergence of the new entrepreneurs, the future of energy, gender, media, and human rights, the predicament of the
rentier state, and the resource curse. The international relations part examines Algeria's roles in the Mediterranean and in the Sahel, the
strategic partnership with China, the complicated relations with France, and the relations with Iran and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).
Exploring Algeria's transformation, this collection is an original addition to the books on the Maghreb that will be a key resource to students
and scholars interested in the developing world, the Middle East, and North Africa.
"This report is part of a project to analyse discrimination and violence against women in the GCC countries. The introduction describes the
work being done by AI and local activists; Section 2 highlights key areas of international human rights law on violence and discrimination
against women; Section 3 examines violence against women in the family; Section 4 considers the implications of discrimination and social
practices; Section 5 reviews the situation of migrant domestic workers; Section 6 details the framework of international human rights law and
the report concludes with a set of recommendations."--Publisher website.
The GCC is a major player in the post-2011 reordering of the Middle East. Despite the rise in prominence of individual Gulf states - especially
Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates - and the growth of the GCC as a collective entity, surprisingly little attention has
been paid to the actual mechanics of policy-making in the region. This book analyses the vital role that institutions are coming to play in
shaping policy in the Gulf Arab states. The research coincides with two key developments that have given institutions new importance in the
policy process: the emergence of a new generation of leaders in the Gulf, and the era of low oil prices. Both developments, along with
dramatic demographic change, have compelled state and citizens to re-evaluate the nature of the social contract that binds them together.
Contributors assess the changing relationship between state and citizen and evaluate the role that formal and informal institutions play in
mediating such change and informing policy.The book shows how academic, social and economic institutions are responding to the
increasingly complex process of decision-making, where citizens demand better services and further empowerment, and states are obliged to
seek wider counsel, although wanting to retain ultimate authority. With contributions from both academics and practitioners, this book will be
highly relevant for researchers and policymakers alike.
In this article, the authors focus on the international supply of services in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states. This includes
the place-of-supply rules and the VAT treatment of inbound services into GCC markets, outbound services from GCC markets and intra-GCC
services. In order to address these subjects, the authors rely significantly on the GCC VAT Agreement. The authors also explore how Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have addressed the VAT treatment of the international supply of services within their legislation,
executive regulations and administrative practice.
This book examines the foreign policies of the GCC countries six years after the Arab uprisings, in terms of drivers, narratives, actions and
outcomes, paying particular attention to Middle Eastern countries, Iran and Western international powers. The assessment focuses on current
affairs, but also contributes to establishing a productive link between empirical studies and the existing theoretical frameworks that help
explain the increasing foreign policy activism of the GCC countries. All in all, the articles collected in this book shed light on and provide a
more solid and fine-grained understanding of how regional powers like Saudi Arabia, as well as the other smaller GCC countries, act and
pursue their interests in an environment full of uncertainty, in the context of changing regional and global dynamics and power distribution.
The book brings together the articles published in a Special Issue of the International Spectator.
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), made up of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates (UAE), is one of
the most resilient sub-regional organizations in the world, and the most successful in the Arab world. it has been the forum through which
much security cooperation in this volatile sub-region has taken place, as well as the main representative for the UAE's territorial dispute with
Iran over the Abu Musa and tunbs islands. the organization aims to enhance defence cooperation between its member states. it also has
significant potential to foster economic integration and to present an alternative form of leverage over the international oil markets. Very little
is known however about how the organization really works: how decisions are actually taken, as opposed to how this process is formally
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articulated in its charter, and what the GCC's real impact on member states, the gulf and international relations is.Drawing on cutting-edge ir
theoretical perspectives as well as unique firsthand access to GCC decision-makers, Matteo Legrenzi explains the mechanisms of Gulf
cooperation - and its limitations - in the context of economic globalization, diplomatic regionalization and the rise of Iran. Combining historical
context, primary source investigations and theoretical analysis, this is a comprehensive guide to the GCC and an indispensable resource for
anyone concerned with the Gulf and the Middle East.
The GCC growth model has delivered substantial improvements in living standards over several decades. Access to foreign labor has
supported rapid growth in the non-oil sector and price stability in the region. It has also resulted in positive spillovers to the migrant-sending
countries through large remittance flows. At the same time, governments have increased public-sector employment and have helped raise
standards of living. However, the growth model has involved costs: the public-sector wage bill is relatively high, there is limited employment of
nationals in the private sector, labor productivity has declined or stagnated, and there is limited progress on economic diversification

This book examines the challenges facing the development of tourism in the six member states of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC): Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). This region, which
largely comprises the Arabian Peninsula, possesses some of the fastest growing economies in the world and is
remarkably unique. It shares similar associations and affinities: tribal histories, royal kinship, political associations, Bedu
cultural roots, Islamic heritage, rapid urbanization, oil wealth, rentier dynamics, state capitalist structures, migrant labour,
economic diversification policies and institutional restructuring. Therefore, this volume takes the study of tourism away
from its normative unit of analysis, where tourism in the region is being examined within the context of the Middle East
and the wider Islamic and Arab world, towards an enquiry focusing on a specific geo-political territory and socially defined
region. Although international tourism development in the region embodies a range of challenges, complexities and
conflicts, which are deeply contextualized in this volume, the approach overall does not endorse the normative ‘Gulf
bashing’ position that has predominated within the critical enquiries in the region. It presents a forward-looking and
realistic assessment of international tourism development, examining development potentialities and constructive ways
forward for GCC states and the region as a whole. This edited volume provides a real attempt to examine critically ways
in which tourism and its development intersect with the socio-cultural, economic, political, environmental and industrial
change that is taking place in the region. By doing so, the book provides a theoretically engaged analysis of the social
transformations and discourses that shape our contemporary understanding of tourism development within the GCC
region. Moreover, it deciphers tourism development’s role within the context of the GCC states undergoing rapid
transformation, urbanization, ultra-modernization, internationalization and globalization. In addition to state-specific
illustrations and destination case studies, the work provides insights into relatable themes associated with international
tourism development in the region, such as tourism’s relationship with religion, heritage and identity, the environment
and sustainability, mobility and cross-border movements, the transport industry, image production and destination
branding, mega-development and political stability and instability. The book combines theory with diverse case study
illustrations, drawing on disciplinary knowledge from such fields as sociology, political economy and social geography.
This timely and original contribution is essential reading for students, researchers and academics in the field of tourism
studies and related subject areas, along with those who have regional interests in Middle East studies, including Gulf and
Arabian Peninsula studies.
Over the past three decades the member countries of the Cooperation Council of the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC)
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates have witnessed an unprecedented economic
and social transformation. Oil proceeds have been used to modernize infrastructure, create employment, and improve
social indicators, while the countries have been able to accumulate official reserves, maintain relatively low external debt,
and remain important donors to poor countries. Life expectancy in the GCC area increased by almost 10 years to 74
years during 1980-2000, and literacy rates increased by 20 percentage points to about 80 percent over the same period.
Average per capita income in the GCC countries was estimated at about $12,000 in 2002, with their combined nominal
GDP reaching close to $340 billion (more than half the GDP of all Middle Eastern countries. With very low inflation,
overall real economic growth has averaged 4 percent a year during the past three decades, while the importance of nonoil economic activities has grown steadily, reflecting GCC countries' efforts at economic diversification. Moreover, central
bank international reserves alone in some GCC countries are equivalent to about 10 months of imports. This progress
has been achieved with an open exchange and trade system and liberal capital flows, as well as open borders for foreign
labor. The GCC area has become an important center for regional economic growth.
Kristian Coates Ulrichsen examines the changing position of the Gulf Cooperation Council states within a global order
which itself is in a state of flux. Against the backdrop of deep shifts in the structure and balance of geo-political and geoeconomic gravity, the Gulf States have become increasingly assertive centres of regional power and influence and
imprinted themselves on the global consciousness, their exposure magnified by the acquisition or sponsorship of
landmark assets and prestige events across the world. Moving far beyond the longstanding role of Saudi Arabia in
stabilizing international oil markets, in the 2000s the Gulf States emerged as more muscular participants in attempts to
rebalance and reshape the world around them. This process accelerated after the sudden outbreak of the Arab Spring in
2011 as the Gulf States took unprecedented measures to contain and control the processes of change throughout the
Middle East and North Africa.
INCONET-GCC aims to develop and support the bi-regional dialogue on S & T by bringing together policymakers and
stakeholders from the Gulf Cooperation Council countries (GCC) and the EU. It aims to create a dialogue and action
platform to identify common interests in research areas, set up S & T priorities, support capacity building activities, and
enhance the interaction between different EC cooperation instruments. It will promote actions in order to monitor,
develop, promote and contribute to the creation of synergies among the various S & T cooperation programmes between
the GCC and EU, and foster the participation of the GCC in the European Framework Programme for Research and
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Technological Development.
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries face important policy challenges and opportunities. This paper covers the
economic developments and policies since 1980; the impact of the GCC's external environment; the medium-term
economic prospects; the broad outlines of a common adjustment and reform strategy, and the implications of adjustment
in the GCC countries on the rest of the Middle East and North Africa region.
If there has been a gap in the knowledge of the GCC, this book now fills it. This volume presents the essential
information schematically, with sound comment by the author, and includes a rich collection of documents.
Long a recipient of migrants from its surrounding areas, the Arabian Peninsula today comprises a mosaic of communities
of diverse ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious origins. For decades, while the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states
have housed and employed groups of migrants coming and going from Asia, Africa and the West, they have also served
as home to the older, more settled communities that have come from neighbouring Arab states. Arab Migrant
Communities in the GCC is a unique, original work of scholarship based on in-depth fieldwork shedding light on a topic
both highly relevant and woefully understudied. It focuses on the earlier community of Arab immigrants within the GCC,
who are among the politically most significant and sensitive of migrant groups in the region. Through its multi-disciplinary
lenses of social history, cultural studies, economics, and political science, the book presents original data and provides
analyses of the settlement and continued evolution of migrant Arab communities across the GCC, their work in and
assimilation within host societies and labour markets, and their political, economic, social and cultural significance both to
the GCC region and to their countries of origin.
This book delves into the climate surrounding the economic development of the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries, with a spotlight on Qatar given recent political developments. Since the 1960s, the GCC states have
harnessed their potential to exploit the wealth accrued from the oil boom to build their infrastructure and grow their
economies. But, the high level of dependency on oil as the primary source feeding their Gross Domestic Product also
made their economies volatile and vulnerable to fluctuations in the global oil price. The decline in oil price and the threat
of depletion of this natural resource has presented subsequent challenges in the economic, environmental and social
spheres in the Gulf. Consequently, the GCC countries have realised the importance of diversifying their economies
following the need to move away from dependency on oil. This book presents a variety of recommendations for ways in
which these states can achieve economic diversification in shifting towards a non-hydrocarbon environment and a
knowledge economy. With a growing need for stronger allegiances in this turbulent region, particularly so in the wake of
the Qatar diplomatic crisis, cooperative relations between the GCC countries in economic, socio-cultural, political and, to
a certain extent, military domains have become more pressing. The book discusses related challenges facing
policymakers, investors, and other stakeholders in the region, and analyses the alliances between the region and its
international partners, specifically Turkey and India.
Energy prices in the GCC countries are low by international standards. These low prices have co-existed with rapid
economic development in the region over the past 50 years, but the costs of this policy have also risen in terms of very
high energy usage per capita. Providing energy at low prices has also effectively absorbed resources that could
otherwise have been invested in human and physical capital or saved for future generations. The implicit cost of low
energy prices in the GCC, in terms of foregone revenue, is estimated to be around 5 percent of GDP (about 8 percent of
non-oil GDP) this year. GCC countries have been embarking on energy price reform in recent years. The recent decision
of the UAE to remove fuel subsidies is an important initiative. Nevertheless, energy prices are generally still below
international levels and differ substantially across the GCC countries. In most countries, further steps are needed to raise
energy prices to reduce the growth in energy consumption and to support the fiscal adjustment that is necessary in the
current lower oil price environment. Evidence in this paper suggests the inflationary impact of higher energy prices in the
GCC is likely to be small, and while there may be some adverse effect on growth in the near-term, over the longer-term
the growth benefits should be positive. Given the low weight of energy products in the CPI, first round effects of higher
energy prices should be limited, while well anchored inflation expectations should help prevent second-round effects. On
growth, a gradual increase in energy prices should have a manageable impact on industrial activity, although energy
intensive industries will be adversely affected and will need to adjust. In the longer-term energy price reforms could
generate significant permanent real income gains for the economy as a whole. More broadly, international experiences
suggest that the likelihood of success with energy price reforms increases if the reforms are:
For much of the contemporary history of the Middle East, the Persian Gulf has stood at the center of the region’s
strategic significance. At the same time, the Gulf has been wracked by political instability and tension. As far back as the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Britain zeroed in on the Persian Gulf as a critical passageway to its crown
jewel, India, and entered into protectorate agreements with local ruling families, thus bestowing on them international
legitimacy and, eventually, the resources and support necessary to ascend to kingships. Today, the region is undergoing
profound changes that range from rapid economic and infrastructural development to tumultuous social and cultural
transformations. Far from eroding the area’s political significance, these changes have only accentuated rivalries and
tensions and have brought to the forefront new challenges to international security and stability. Together, the essays in
this volume present a comprehensive, detailed, and accessible account of the international politics of the region.
Focusing on the key factors that give the Persian Gulf its strategic significance, contributors look at the influence of vast
deposits of oil and natural gas on international politics, the impact of the competing centers of power of Iran and Saudi
Arabia, the nature of relationships among countries within the Persian Gulf, and the evolving interaction between Islam
and politics. Throughout the collection, issues of internal and international security are shown to be central. Drawing on
the comprehensive knowledge and experience of experts in the region, The International Politics of the Persian Gulf
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shines a bright light on this area, offering insights and thoughtful analyses on the critical importance of this troubled
region to global politics..
The already sluggish global recovery has suffered new setbacks and uncertainty weighs heavily on prospects. The euro
area crisis intensified in the first half of 2012 and growth has slowed across the globe, reflecting financial market
tensions, extensive fiscal tightening in many countries, and high uncertainty about medium-term prospects. Activity is
forecast to remain tepid and bumpy, with a further escalation of the euro-area crisis or a failure to avoid the “fiscal cliff” in
the United States entailing significant downside risk.
An investigation into the labor force in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries primarily focusing on labor migration
and remittances. The GCC countries have the highest share of foreign labor in the world. The authors examine the
multidimensional aspects of such a large foreign population.
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