The Fox Woman Kij Johnson

The Inari's Children Series: "Once magic was plentiful and the world was dominated by
a singular empire whose name has long been lost to history. In its time, the great
wizard Inari developed his greatest creation: The kitsune. His enemies were quick to
copy him, and soon the world was populated with many different types of this
remarkable creature. Two thousand years later these different breeds of kitsune are
fighting amongst themselves, and the rest of the human world is about to join them."
Book I: The Kitsune Stratagem To avoid being used as a political pawn against her
father, a young kitsune vixen named Kieras must leave her homeland. She soon gets
caught up in the fortunes of Mathis, a vagabond hunter from Ekholm, a once sleepy
little town on the verge of becoming a small city. To find a way to return home, Kieras
must first help Mathis save Ekholm from threats both inside and out.
Celebrity Rehab star and Thelonious Monster frontman Bob Forrest's memoir about his
drug-fueled life in the L.A. indie rock scene of the '‘80s and '90s and his life-changing
decision to become a drug counselor who specializes in reaching the unreachable. Life
has been one strange trip for Bob Forrest. He started out as a suburban teenage
drunkard from the Southern California suburbs and went on to become a member of a
hip Hollywood crowd that included the Red Hot Chili Peppers, Johnny Depp, and River
Phoenix. Los Angeles was their playground, and they hung out in such infamous haunts
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as the Viper Room and the Whisky a Go Go. Always one to push things to their limit,
Bob partied the hardest and could usually be found at the center of the drama. Drugs
weren’'t Bob’s only passion. He was also a talented musician who commanded the
stage as the wild and unpredictable lead singer of Thelonious Monster. They traveled
the world, and their future seemed bright and wide open. But Bob’s demons grew
stronger as he achieved more success and he sank deeper into his chemical
dependency, which included alcohol, crack, and heroin habits. No matter how many
times he went to rehab, sobriety just wouldn'’t stick for him. Soon he saw his once-
promising music career slip away entirely. Eventually Bob found a way to defeat his
addiction, and once he did, he saw the opportunity to help other hopeless cases by
becoming a certified drug counselor. He’s helped addicts from all walks of life, often
employing methods that are very much at odds with the traditional rehab approach.
Running with Monsters is an electrifying chronicle of the LA rock scene of the 1980s
and '90s, the story of a man who survived and triumphed over his demons, and a
controversial perspective on the rehab industry and what it really takes to beat
addiction. Bob tells his story with unflinching honesty and hard-won perspective,
making this a reading experience that shocks, entertains, and ultimately inspires.
In her skillful debut novel, Kij Johnson took the classic Japanese myth of the fox who
dared to become a woman to win true love and created The Fox Woman, a luminous,
lyrical tale of love, desire, joy, and the nature of the soul. Set in the same universe as
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The Fox Woman, this time Kij Johnson takes on another animal totem and enters the
world of the creature who comes to be known as Kagaya-hime, a sometime woman
warrior, occasional philosopher, and reluctant confidante to noblemen. And who may or
may not be the figment of the imagination of an aging empress who is embarking on the
last journey of her life, setting aside the trappings of court life and reminiscing as she
follows the paths that are leading her to the nunnery and death. Fudoki is the tale of a
being who starts her journey on the kami, or spirit road, as a humble-if ever a being
such as a Cat can be humble-small tortoiseshell feline. She has seen her family
destroyed by a fire that decimated most of the Imperial city. This loss renders her
taleless, the only one left alive to pass on such stories as The Cat Born the Year the
Star Fell, the Cat with a Litter of Ten, the Fire-Tailed Cat. Without her fudoki-self and
soul and home and shrine-she cannot keep the power of her clan together. And she
cannot join another fudoki because, although she might be able to win a place within
another clan, to do so would mean that she would cease to be herself. So a small cat
begins an extraordinary journey. Along the way she will attract the attention of old and
ancient powers, including gods who are curious about this creature newly come to
Japan's shores, and who choose to give the tortoiseshell a human shape. And who set
her on a new kami road, where Kagaya-hime will have to choose a way to find what
happiness she can. Weaving a haunting story of one being's transformation and
journey of discovery with the telling of another's long life set against the backdrop of the
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courtly rituals of Imperial power, Kij Johnson has written a powerful novel about the
nature of freedom and the redemptive power of transformation--if only one is brave
enough to risk it all. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
One of NPR's Best Books of 2016 and a Hugo, Nebula, John W. Campbell, and Locus
Award finalist for Best Novella Professor Vellitt Boe teaches at the prestigious Ulthar
Women'’s College. When one of her most gifted students elopes with a dreamer from
the waking world, Vellitt must retrieve her. "Kij Johnson's haunting novella The Dream-
Quest of Vellitt Boe is both a commentary on a classic H.P. Lovecraft tale and a
profound reflection on a woman's life. Vellitt's quest to find a former student who may
be the only person who can save her community takes her through a world governed by
a seemingly arbitrary dream logic in which she occasionally glimpses an underlying but
mysterious order, a world ruled by capricious gods and populated by the creatures of
dreams and nightmares. Those familiar with Lovecraft's work will travel through a
fantasy landscape infused with Lovecraftian images viewed from another perspective,
but even readers unfamiliar with his work will be enthralled by Vellitt's quest. A
remarkable accomplishment that repays rereading.” —Pamela Sargent, winner of the
Nebula Award At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
In a novel set in medieval Japan, a young fox kit becomes enamored with a Japanese
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nobleman and will stop at nothing, even magic and sorcery, to win his heart, in a
fantasy based on the award-winning short story "Fox Magic." Reprint.
When a fire destroys her home and scatters her colony, Small Cat sets out to find the
home of her ancestor, the Cat From the North, and to make her own name along the
way. "Johnson’s customarily elegant style and matter-of-fact narration keep the story
from ever coming close to the Hello Kitty Frodo tale its title would seem to
imply."--Locus At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
In medieval Japan, two out-of-work samurai warriors must use their fighting skills when
they join a group of local boys, led by the mysterious White Fox, in resistance to a cruel
occupying force.
The Fox WomanMacmillan
In this delightful dive into the bygone world of Kenneth Grahame’s The Wind in the
Willows staunch Mole, sociable Water Rat, severe Badger, and troublesome and
ebullient Toad of Toad Hall are joined by a young mole lady, Beryl, and her dear friend,
Rabbit. There are adventures, kidnappings, lost letters, and family secrets—Ilavishly
illustrated throughout by award-winning artist Kathleen Jennings. Praise for Kij
Johnson: “The Fox Woman immediately sets the author in the front rank of today’s
novelists.” —Lloyd Alex-ander “Johnson has a singular vision and I’'m going to be
borrowing (stealing) from her.” —Sherman Alexie “Johnson’s language is beautiful, her
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descriptions of setting visceral, and her characters compellingly drawn.” —Publishers
Weekly (starred re-view) “Johnson would fit quite comfortably on a shelf with Karen
Russell, Erin Morgen-stern and others who hover in the simultaneous state of being
both “literary” and “fantasy” writ-ers.” —Shelf Awareness Kij Johnson'’s stories have
won the Sturgeon, World Fantasy, and Nebula awards. She has taught writing and has
worked at Dark Horse, Microsoft, and Real Networks. She has run bookstores, worked
as a radio announcer and engineer, edited cryptic crosswords, and waitressed in a strip
bar. Kathleen Jennings was raised on fairytales in western Queensland. She trained as
a lawyer and filled the margins of her notes with pen-and-ink illustrations. She has been
nominated for the World Fantasy award and has received several Ditmar Awards. She
lives in Brisbane, Australia.
Now in mass-market paperback-- the] elegantly sensual retelling of Beauty and the
Beast, told from the Beast's point of view.--School Library Journal, starred review.
Discover the haunting stories of Crawford Award-winning author Christopher Barzak in
his new collection Before and Afterlives. These are tales of relationships with unearthly
domesticity and eeriness: a woman falls in love with a haunted house; a beached
mermaid is substituted for a lost missing daughter; the imaginary friend of a murdered
young mother stalks the streets of her small town; a teenage boy is afflicted with a
disease that causes him to vanish; a father exploits his daughter's talent for calling
ghosts to her; and a wife leaves her husband and children to fulfill her obligations to a
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world from which she escaped.
Named a Best Book of Summer by Good Morning America ¢ Parade « EW « Travel &
Leisure « PopSugar ¢ Brit & Co * SheReads « Women.com A dazzling portrait of a
young woman coming into her own, the youthful allure of sex, drugs, and rock and roll,
and what we lose—and gain—when we leave home. ONCE IN A LIFETIME, YOU CAN
HAVE THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE The small town of Lake Geneva, Wisconsin is an
unlikely location for a Playboy Resort, and nineteen-year old Sherri Taylor is an unlikely
bunny. Growing up in neighboring East Troy, Sherri plays the organ at the local church
and has never felt comfortable in her own skin. But when her parents die in quick
succession, she leaves the only home she’s ever known for the chance to be part of a
glamorous slice of history. In the winter of 1981, in a costume two sizes too small, her
toes pinched by stilettos, Sherri joins the daughters of dairy farmers and factory
workers for the defining experience of her life. Living in the “bunny hutch"—Playboy’s
version of a college dorm—Sherri gets her education in the joys of sisterhood, the thrill of
financial independence, the magic of first love, and the heady effects of sex, drugs, and
rock and roll. But as spring gives way to summer, Sherri finds herself caught in a
romantic triangle—and the tragedy that ensues will haunt her for the next forty years.
From the Midwestern prairie to the California desert, from Wisconsin lakes to the Pacific
Ocean, this is a story of what happens when small town life is sprinkled with stardust,
and what we lose—and gain—when we leave home. With a heroine to root for and a
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narrative to get lost in, Christina Clancy's Shoulder Season is a sexy, evocative tale,
drenched in longing and desire, that captures a fleeting moment in American history
with nostalgia and heart.
Abraham Grace Merritt - known by his byline, A. Merritt - was an American Sunday
magazine editor and a writer of fantastic fiction. The Science Fiction and Fantasy Hall
of Fame inducted him in 1999, its fourth class of two deceased and two living writers.
With contributions by: Suparno Banerjee, Cait Coker, Jeshua Enriquez, Joan Gordon,
Veronica Hollinger, Malisa Kurtz, Stephanie Li, Bradford Lyau, Uppinder Mehan,
Graham J. Murphy, Baryon Tensor Posadas, Amy J. Ransom, Robin Anne Reid, Haerin
Shin, Stephen Hong Sohn, Takayuki Tatsumi, and Timothy J. Yamamura Isiah
Lavender llI's Dis-Orienting Planets amplifies critical issues surrounding the racial and
ethnic dimensions of science fiction. This edited volume explores depictions of Asia and
Asians in science fiction literature, film, and fandom with particular regard to China,
Japan, India, and Korea. Dis-Orienting Planets highlights so-called yellow and brown
peoples from the constellation of a historically white genre. The collection launches into
political representations of Asian identity in science fiction's imagination, from fear of
the Yellow Peril and its racist stereotypes to techno-Orientalism and the remains of a
postcolonial heritage. Thus the essays, by contributors such as Takayuki Tatsumi,
Veronica Hollinger, Uppinder Mehan, and Stephen Hong Sohn, reconfigure the very
study of race in science fiction. A follow-up to Lavender's Black and Brown Planets, this
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new collection expands the racial politics governing the renewed visibility of Asia in
science fiction. One of the few on this subject, the volume probes Gary Shteyngart's
novel Super Sad True Love Story, the acclaimed film Cloud Atlas, and Guillermo del
Toro's monster film Pacific Rim, among others. Dis-Orienting Planets embarks on a
wide-ranging assessment of Asian representations in science fiction, upon the
determination that our visions of the future must include all people of color.

Captain Laurence washes onto the shores of Japan with limited memories about his
life, a situation that tests the strength of his bond with the dragon Temeraire.

Mole, Water Rat, Badger, and the mischievous Toad live a quiet life on banks of the
River Thames with the rest of their animal friends. But Toad tends to get into trouble,
and his passion for cars eventually results in his being caught and kept a helpless
prisoner in the remotest dungeon of the best-guarded castle in all the land. Dressed as
a washerwoman-and with some help from his friends-Toad manages to escape the
castle and begins his journey home to Toad Hall. The Wind in the Willows is a book for
those "who keep the spirit of youth alive in them; of life, sunshine, running water,
woodlands, dusty roads, winter firesides." So wrote Kenneth Grahame of his timeless
tale of Rat, Mole, Badger, and Toad

No one wanted Ai Ling. And deep down she is relieved—despite the dishonor she has brought
upon her family—to be unbetrothed and free, not some stranger's subservient bride banished to
the inner quarters. But now, something is after her. Something terrifying—a force she cannot
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comprehend. And as pieces of the puzzle start to fit together, Ai Ling begins to understand that
her journey to the Palace of Fragrant Dreams isn't only a quest to find her beloved father but a
venture with stakes larger than she could have imagined. Bravery, intelligence, the will to fight
and fight hard . . . she will need all of these things. Just as she will need the new and
mysterious power growing within her. She will also need help. It is Chen Yong who finds her
partly submerged and barely breathing at the edge of a deep lake. There is something of
unspeakable evil trying to drag her under. On a quest of his own, Chen Yong offers that help . .
. and perhaps more.

In a chilling tale based on a traditional Japanese legend, a samurai faces the ultimate
challenge when an evil shape-changing fox takes on an unexpected form. Original.

A sparkling debut collection from one of the hottest writers in science fiction: her stories have
received the Nebula Award the last two years running. These stories feature cats, bees,
wolves, dogs, and even that most capricious of animals, humans, and have been reprinted in
The Year's Best Fantasy & Horror, Best Science Fiction and Fantasy of the Year, and The
Secret History of Fantasy. At the Mouth of the River of Bees 26 Monkeys, Also the Abyss The
Horse Raiders Spar Fox Magic Names for Water Schrodinger’'s Cathouse My Wife
Reincarnated as a Solitaire Chenting, in the Land of the Dead The Bitey Cat The Empress
Jingu Fishes Wolf Trapping The Man Who Bridged the Mist Ponies The Cat Who Walked a
Thousand Miles The Evolution of Trickster Stories Among the Dogs of North Park After the
Change Kij Johnson's stories have won the Sturgeon and World Fantasy awards. She has
taught writing; worked at Tor, Dark Horse, and Microsoft; worked as a radio announcer; run

bookstores; and waitressed in a strip bar.
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A young fox who uses magic to change herself into human form learns that being true to
herself is the best way to live.

Maggie Black leaves behind her fashionable West Coast life to pursue her passion and dreams
in the Southwestern desert, reading the secrets of her late mentor, the acclaimed poet Dennis
Cooper, and learning about the desert's wild, ancient secrets. Reprint.

Sorrow and trouble and bitterness will hound you and yours and the children of yours... Some
said the dying words of Nial Lynn, murdered by his own son, were a wicked curse. To others, it
was a winter’s tale spun by firelight on cold, dark nights. But when Corbet Lynn came to

rebuild his family estate, memories of his grandfather’s curse were rekindled by young and
old--and rumors filled the heavy air of summer. In the woods that border Lynn Hall, free-spirited
Rois Melior roams wild and barefooted. And as autumn gold fades, she is consumed with
Corbet Lynn, obsessed with his secret past...

Four new Lovecraftian tales told by four amazing talents. Government agents, monstrous P.l.s,
walkers of dreams and magical hustlers meet in the pages of this astonishing anthology of four
novellas. The Ballad of Black Tom — the Nebula Award-nominated novella from Victor LaValle.
The Dream-Quest of Vellitt Boe — the Nebula Award-nominated novella from Kij Johnson.
Hammers on Bone — from Cassandra Khaw, an amazing new voice on the dark fiction scene.
Agents of Dreamland — from the multi award-winning Caitlin R. Kiernan. At the Publisher's
request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
This book surveys a broad range of contemporary texts to show how representations of human-
animal relations challenge the anthropocentric nature of fiction. By looking at the relation

between language and suffering in twenty-first-century fiction and drawing on a wide range of
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theoretical approaches, Baker suggests new opportunities for exploring the centrality of
nonhuman animals in recent fiction: writing animal lives leads to new narrative structures and
forms of expression. These novels destabilise assumptions about the nature of pain and
vulnerability, the burden of literary inheritance, the challenge of writing the Anthropocene, and
the relation between text and image. Including both well-known authors and emerging talents,
from J.M. Coetzee and Karen Joy Fowler to Sarah Hall, Alexis Wright, and Max Porter, and
texts from experimental fiction to work for children, Writing Animals offers an original
perspective on both contemporary fiction and the field of literary animal studies.

A triumphant, genre-bending breakout novel from one of the boldest new voices in
contemporary fiction Vern—seven months pregnant and desperate to escape the strict religious
compound where she was raised—flees for the shelter of the woods. There, she gives birth to
twins, and plans to raise them far from the influence of the outside world. But even in the
forest, Vern is a hunted woman. Forced to fight back against the community that refuses to let
her go, she unleashes incredible brutality far beyond what a person should be capable of, her
body wracked by inexplicable and uncanny changes. To understand her metamorphosis and to
protect her small family, Vern has to face the past, and more troublingly, the future—outside the
woods. Finding the truth will mean uncovering the secrets of the compound she fled but also
the violent history in America that produced it. Rivers Solomon’s Sorrowland is a genre-
bending work of Gothic fiction. Here, monsters aren’t just individuals, but entire nations. It is a
searing, seminal book that marks the arrival of a bold, unignorable voice in American fiction.
The Fox Woman is a fantasy novel by American writer Kij Johnson, published in 1999 by Tor

Books. It is her first novel set in Heian-era Japan, based in part on the Royall Tyler translation
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of the stories of the kitsune, or fox spirits. The lead characters are an ambitious human named
Kaya no Yoshifuji and a fox woman named Kitsune. The story follows Johnson's Theodore
Sturgeon Award-winning story "Fox Magic", and precedes her novel Fudoki in the
"Love/War/Death" trilogy.

Emma is spending the summer with her Scottish cousins—who are wonderful material for her
attempt to win the School Prize for most interesting holiday diary. The cousins, lofty Andy,
reserved Fiona, and fierce Roddy, are experimenting with their grandfather's dilapidated old
mini-submarine to see if they can find a monster in the family loch. Emma Tupper's Diary is a
sometimes terrifying, sometimes broadly hilarious adventure novel in the spirit of From the
Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler and | Capture the Castle. Praise for Emma
Tupper's Diary: "Fish out of water Emma must spend the summer in Scotland with cousins
she’s never met. They’re somewhat older and get along fine with minimal adult supervision.
Even when they plot to take an old submarine out on the nearby loch for a spin, adding a
Nessy-like monster head to the top for fun, there’s no one around to urge caution. It's the sort
of family where everyone is whip-smart, conversations are fast and fascinating, and statements
of fact are rarely truthful. All of which makes for one extremely suspenseful and surprisingly
thought-provoking adventure."—Gwenyth Swain (author of Chig and the Second Spread) "One
of my favorite childhood books. . . . Its themes and plot have come around again, and a smart
production company should scoop it up for a film adaptation."—Atomic Librarian "An enthralling
book, with fascinating characters, told with humor and wit, and with a story that just might,
barely, be possible."—Book Loons "Comedy of manners? Ecological allegory? Adventure?

Farce?"—Kirkus Reviews Praise for Peter Dickinson's children's books: "One of the real
Page 13/17



masters of children's literature."—Philip Pullman "Peter Dickinson is a national treasure."—The
Guardian "Magnificent. Peter Dickinson is the past-master story-teller of our day."—The Times
Literary Supplement Peter Dickinson is the author of over fifty books including Eva, Earth and
Air, The Dancing Bear, and the Michael L. Printz honor book The Ropemaker. He has twice
received the Crime Writers' Association's Gold Dagger as well as the Guardian Award and
Whitbread Prize. He lives in England and is married to the novelist Robin McKinley.

"I've always felt that | would never develop into a really fine actress because | cared more
about life beyond the camera than the life in front of it. Over the years my search became
broader and broader. After two months on a picture my car seemed to veer toward the airport
of its own accord. | still loved acting and enjoyed it. | was a professional, but basically | was
more interested in the people | played than the movies | played them in... " -- Shirley MacLaine.
An outspoken thinker, a keen observer, a truly independent woman, Shirley MacLaine takes us
on a remarkable journey into her life and her inner self. From her Virginia roots, to stardom,
marriage, motherhood and her enlightening travels to mysterious corners of the world, her
story is exciting and poetic, moving and humorous-the varied and life-changing experiences of
a talented, intelligent and extraordinary woman.

Tobias Blackwood doesn't believe the ancient legends of kitsune, the shape-shifting foxes of
Japan. He scarcely believes in himself despite a passion for Japanese culture that inspired a
journey to Kyoto to teach English. Then Tobias meets Matsuri, a kitsune who believes in him,
and discovers a dangerous world of monsters, deities and demons that dwell in the shadows
beyond Japan's yawning torii gates. Kitsune Matsuri is Tobias' story, born from a lifelong love

of Japanese culture and history, a journey of twenty-five years and five-thousand miles.
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Kitsune themselves are mythological foxes found in Japanese tales and associated as
messengers of Inari, god of rice and prosperity. Taking human form, they often use their magic
to both create mischief and help those in need. The story of a fox who can transform into a
beautiful girl is one very familiar to Japanese legends and has been used in countless anime,
manga and ancient tales. There are modern novels inspired by the subject, such as The Fox
Woman by Kij Johnson.

Using analytical tools from a wide spectrum of disciplines, this edited collection analyzes the
role of the body in contemporary Japanese society, literature, and culture. The contributors
explore the body as a site of transformation, growth, ritual, decay, and personal identity.

The Fox Woman is a powerful first novel, singing with lyrical prose and touching the deepest
emotions. A historically accurate fantasy, it gives us a glimpse into, and an understanding of,
the history that shaped the people of one of our world's greatest nations. But it is also a story
about people trying to understand each other and the times they live in, people trying to see
through illusions to confront the truth of who they are. Kij Johnson has created an achingly
beautiful love story, a fable wrapped in smoke and magic set against the fabric of ancient
Japan. Johnson brings the setting lovingly to life, describing a world of formalities and customs,
where the exchange of poetry is a form of conversation and everything has meaning, from the
color of the silks on wears to how one may address others. Yoshifuji is a man fascinated by
foxes, a man discontented and troubled by the meaning of life. A misstep at court forces him to
retire to his long-deserted country estate, to rethink his plans and contemplate the next move
that might return him to favor and guarantee his family's prosperity. Kitsune is a young fox who

is fascinated by the large creatures that have suddenly invaded her world. She is drawn to
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them and to Yoshifuji. She comes to love him and will do anything to become a human woman
to be with him. Shikujo is Yoshifuji's wife, ashamed of her husband, yet in love with him and
uncertain of her role in his world. She is confused by his fascination with the creatures of the
wood, and especially the foxes that she knows in her heart are harbingers of danger. She sees
him slipping away and is determined to win him back from the wild...for all that she has her
own fox-related secret.Magic binds them all. And in the making (and breaking) of oaths and
honors, the patterns of their lives will be changed forever. At the Publisher's request, this title is
being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.

If you want to be friends with The Other Girls, you're going to have to give something up; this is
the way it's always been, as long as there have been Ponies. At the Publisher's request, this
title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.

Isolated for centuries, the exotic Dragon Empires finally ready to join the United
Federation of Planets. But first the emperor's eldest son must marry the only
daughter of his oldest enemy, bringing to an end decades of civil war. Without the
wedding, there can be no peace -- and no treaty with the Federation. As honored
guests of the Dragon Empire, Captain Picard and the crew of the Starship
Enterprise™must ensure that the royal wedding occurs on schedule, despite the
Empire's complicated and difficult codes of honor. And Dr. Beverly Crusher finds
her loyalties torn when she wins the confidence of the unusually reluctant bride-to-

be. More than just a treaty is at stake, for a vicious race of alien conquerors will
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stop at nothing, from assassination to invasion, to keep the Empire out of the
Federation. Picard must now use all his skills to save the Empire...and preserve
the Dragon's Honor.

The love affair between a samurai and a poet is rendered in beautiful detail in this
epic romance set in the period of the decline of samurai culture in Japan. 35,000
first printing.

Mole, Ratty, Toad, and Badger are back for more rollicking adventures in this
sequel to The Wind in the Willows. With lavish illustrations by Clint Young,
Jacqueline Kelly masterfully evokes the magic of Kenneth Grahame's beloved
children's classic and brings it to life for a whole new generation.

The river of Mist, an almost living organism, divides the Empire in two. A few
Ferries make dangerous and treacherous journeys across the Mist when they
can, trusting in good fortune and the uncanny skills of those plying the trade. ***
A bridge across the Mist will greatly ease the suffering of those who risk crossing
the river. The last bridge builder sent by the Empire died while building it. *** Kit
now comes to the town of Nearside to complete the task left unfinished by the
dead bridge builder. Will he be the man who will finally bridge the Mist?
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