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The Feather Thief Beauty Obsession And The Natural History Heist Of The Century
On Long Island, a farmer finds a duck pond turned red with blood. On the Lower East Side, two boys playing at a pier discover a floating
human torso wrapped tightly in oilcloth. Blueberry pickers near Harlem stumble upon neatly severed limbs in an overgrown ditch. Clues to a
horrifying crime are turning up all over New York, but the police are baffled: There are no witnesses, no motives, no suspects. The grisly finds
that began on the afternoon of June 26, 1897, plunged detectives headlong into the era'smost baffling murder mystery. Seized upon by
battling media moguls Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst, the case became a publicity circus. Reenactments of the murder were
staged in Times Square, armed reporters lurked in the streets of Hell's Kitchen in pursuit of suspects, and an unlikely trio, a hard luck cop, a
cub reporter, and an eccentric professor, all raced to solve the crime. What emerged was a sensational love triangle and an even more
sensational trial: an unprecedented capital case hinging on circumstantial evidence around a victim whom the police couldn't identify with
certainty, and who the defense claimed wasn't even dead. This book is a tale of America during the Gilded Age and a colorful re creation of
the tabloid wars that havedominated media to this day.
Examines the story of the Batavia, a seventeenth-century Dutch East India Company treasure ship, which was shipwrecked during a mutiny
led by Jeronimus Corneliszoon, an event that led to the slaughter of more than one hundred innocent survivors.
In the tradition of The Orchid Thief, a compelling narrative set within the strange and genteel world of rare-book collecting: the true story of an
infamous book thief, his victims, and the man determined to catch him. Rare-book theft is even more widespread than fine-art theft. Most
thieves, of course, steal for profit. John Charles Gilkey steals purely for the love of books. In an attempt to understand him better, journalist
Allison Hoover Bartlett plunged herself into the world of book lust and discovered just how dangerous it can be. John Gilkey is an obsessed,
unrepentant book thief who has stolen hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of rare books from book fairs, stores, and libraries around the
country. Ken Sanders is the self-appointed "bibliodick" (book dealer with a penchant for detective work) driven to catch him. Bartlett
befriended both outlandish characters and found herself caught in the middle of efforts to recover hidden treasure. With a mixture of
suspense, insight, and humor, she has woven this entertaining cat-and-mouse chase into a narrative that not only reveals exactly how Gilkey
pulled off his dirtiest crimes, where he stashed the loot, and how Sanders ultimately caught him but also explores the romance of books, the
lure to collect them, and the temptation to steal them. Immersing the reader in a rich, wide world of literary obsession, Bartlett looks at the
history of book passion, collection, and theft through the ages, to examine the craving that makes some people willing to stop at nothing to
possess the books they love.
H is for Hawk meets The Duke of Deception in this wry, moving story of a young man who, as his estranged father is dying, saves a baby
magpie only to find that caring for the mischievous bird has, in fact, saved him. One spring day, a baby magpie falls out of its nest and into
Charlie Gilmour’s hands. Magpies, he soon discovers, are as clever and mischievous as monkeys. They are also notorious thieves, and this
one quickly steals his heart. By the time the creature develops shiny black feathers that inspire the name Benzene, Charlie and the bird have
forged an unbreakable bond. While caring for Benzene, Charlie comes across a poem written by his biological father, an eccentric British
poet named Heathcote Williams who vanished when Charlie was six months old. As he grapples with Heathcote’s abandonment, Charlie is
drawn to the poem, in which Heathcote describes how an impish young jackdaw—like magpies, also a member of the crow family—fell from its
nest and captured his affection. Over time, Benzene helps Charlie unravel his fears about repeating the past—and embrace the role of father
himself. A bird falls, a father dies, a child is born. Featherhood is the unforgettable story of a love affair between a man and a bird. It is also a
beautiful and affecting memoir about childhood and parenthood, captivity and freedom, grief and love.
Many people dream of escaping modern life, but most will never act on it. This is the remarkable true story of a man who lived alone in the
woods of Maine for 27 years, making this dream a reality—not out of anger at the world, but simply because he preferred to live on his own. A
New York Times bestseller In 1986, a shy and intelligent twenty-year-old named Christopher Knight left his home in Massachusetts, drove to
Maine, and disappeared into the forest. He would not have a conversation with another human being until nearly three decades later, when
he was arrested for stealing food. Living in a tent even through brutal winters, he had survived by his wits and courage, developing ingenious
ways to store edibles and water, and to avoid freezing to death. He broke into nearby cottages for food, clothing, reading material, and other
provisions, taking only what he needed but terrifying a community never able to solve the mysterious burglaries. Based on extensive
interviews with Knight himself, this is a vividly detailed account of his secluded life—why did he leave? what did he learn?—as well as the
challenges he has faced since returning to the world. It is a gripping story of survival that asks fundamental questions about solitude,
community, and what makes a good life, and a deeply moving portrait of a man who was determined to live his own way, and succeeded.
From the highly acclaimed author of Ninety-two in the Shade and Cloudbursts comes a collection of alternately playful and exquisite essays
borne of a lifetime spent fishing. The forty pieces in The Longest Silence--including seven collected here for the first time--take the reader
from the tarpon of Florida to the salmon of Iceland, from the bonefish of Mexico to the trout of Montana. They introduce characters as varied
as a highly literate Canadian frontiersman and a devoutly Mormon river guide and address issues ranging from the esoteric art of tying flies to
the enduring philosophy of a seventeenth-century angler to the trials of the aging fisherman. Both reverent and hilarious by turns, and infused
with a deep experience of wildlife and the outdoors, The Longest Silence sets the heart pounding for a glimpse of moving water and
demonstrates what dedication to sport reveals about life.
As heard on NPR's This American Life “Absorbing . . . Though it's non-fiction, The Feather Thief contains many of the elements of a classic
thriller.” —Maureen Corrigan, NPR’s Fresh Air “One of the most peculiar and memorable true-crime books ever.” —Christian Science Monitor
A rollicking true-crime adventure and a captivating journey into an underground world of fanatical fly-tiers and plume peddlers, for readers of
The Stranger in the Woods, The Lost City of Z, and The Orchid Thief. On a cool June evening in 2009, after performing a concert at London's
Royal Academy of Music, twenty-year-old American flautist Edwin Rist boarded a train for a suburban outpost of the British Museum of
Natural History. Home to one of the largest ornithological collections in the world, the Tring museum was full of rare bird specimens whose
gorgeous feathers were worth staggering amounts of money to the men who shared Edwin's obsession: the Victorian art of salmon fly-tying.
Once inside the museum, the champion fly-tier grabbed hundreds of bird skins—some collected 150 years earlier by a contemporary of
Darwin's, Alfred Russel Wallace, who'd risked everything to gather them—and escaped into the darkness. Two years later, Kirk Wallace
Johnson was waist high in a river in northern New Mexico when his fly-fishing guide told him about the heist. He was soon consumed by the
strange case of the feather thief. What would possess a person to steal dead birds? Had Edwin paid the price for his crime? What became of
the missing skins? In his search for answers, Johnson was catapulted into a years-long, worldwide investigation. The gripping story of a
bizarre and shocking crime, and one man's relentless pursuit of justice, The Feather Thief is also a fascinating exploration of obsession, and
man's destructive instinct to harvest the beauty of nature.
Simply Selling More Cars Won’t Be Enough: Revolutionizing the Retail Automotive Industry ?Dale Pollak believes that the car business—and
the dealers who make their living in it—are in more trouble than anyone cares to admit. After four decades and three best-selling books, Pollak
has witnessed the trials and triumphs of the retail automotive industry from a vantage point that few get. While car dealers are making good
money, he warns that the industry is at a critical turning point, with too few paying attention to how inefficiency and lack of transparency are
sapping the industry’s true potential. Amid the ever-faster confluence of technology, the Internet, and changing consumer preferences, the
future prosperity of the industry is far from secure. Like I See It offers practical solutions, such as making the sales process more customerPage 1/6
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focused and digitally driven to encourage sales, managing new and used inventory to mitigate margin compression, and ending factory bonus
checks. It spurs much-needed conversations and sets guideposts that help dealers, OEMs, and solution providers improve how they do
business. It also shows dealers how to stay relevant, evolve to keep up with the changing times, and deal with issues like high personnel
turnover and the coming disruption of ride-sharing, self-driving cars, and Millennials who don’t want (or can’t afford) to own a car. Pollak
believes that success will come to dealers who recognize that each customer engagement is a chance to make a positive impact and create
a bond. He offers a collectively minded approach that will help build a better, more profitable, and prosperous retail automotive industry for
tomorrow.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK A modern classic of personal journalism, The Orchid Thief is
Susan Orlean’s wickedly funny, elegant, and captivating tale of an amazing obsession. Determined to clone an endangered flower—the rare
ghost orchid Polyrrhiza lindenii—a deeply eccentric and oddly attractive man named John Laroche leads Orlean on an unforgettable tour of
America’s strange flower-selling subculture, through Florida’s swamps and beyond, along with the Seminoles who help him and the forces
of justice who fight him. In the end, Orlean—and the reader—will have more respect for underdog determination and a powerful new definition
of passion. In this new edition, coming fifteen years after its initial publication and twenty years after she first met the “orchid thief,” Orlean
revisits this unforgettable world, and the route by which it was brought to the screen in the film Adaptation, in a new retrospective essay. Look
for special features inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more. Praise for The Orchid Thief “Stylishly written,
whimsical yet sophisticated, quirkily detailed and full of empathy . . . The Orchid Thief shows [Orlean’s] gifts in full bloom.”—The New York
Times Book Review “Fascinating . . . an engrossing journey [full] of theft, hatred, greed, jealousy, madness, and backstabbing.”—Los Angeles
Times “Orlean’s snapshot-vivid, pitch-perfect prose . . . is fast becoming one of our national treasures.”—The Washington Post Book World
“Orlean’s gifts [are] her ear for the self-skewing dialogue, her eye for the incongruous, convincing detail, and her Didion-like deftness in
description.”—Boston Sunday Globe “A swashbuckling piece of reporting that celebrates some virtues that made America great.”—The Wall
Street Journal
Hummingbirds are fascinating little creatures that have captured the imagination of people for thousands of years. Since they are only found
in the Americas, the myths and legends about this tiny bird originated from the peoples of North and South America. These native cultures
wrote stories to offer explanations for the behavior and physical characteristics of this graceful species: Why does the hummingbird drink
nectar? What accounts for its amazing flying abilities? Why is the hummingbird attracted to the color red? Jeannette Larson and Adrienne
Yorinks have compiled facts and folklore about these intriguing fliers that will answer these questions and many more. Readers will also get a
glimpse into the different cultures that have been transfixed for centuries by this bird, as well as learn many interesting scientific facts
discovered by modern-day ornithologists. Adrienne?s bold and unique mixed-media quilts illustrate the hummingbird in nature and the
mystery of these birds in ancient folklore. Substantial back matter includes an index, a glossary of terms, suggested further reading and
websites, a bibliography, sources, resources, and a list of hummingbird sanctuaries.
Feathers are an evolutionary marvel: aerodynamic, insulating, beguiling. They date back more than 100 million years. Yet their story has
never been fully told. In Feathers, biologist Thor Hanson details a sweeping natural history, as feathers have been used to fly, protect, attract,
and adorn through time and place. Applying the research of paleontologists, ornithologists, biologists, engineers, and even art historians,
Hanson asks: What are feathers? How did they evolve? What do they mean to us? Engineers call feathers the most efficient insulating
material ever discovered, and they are at the root of biology's most enduring debate. They silence the flight of owls and keep penguins dry
below the ice. They have decorated queens, jesters, and priests. And they have inked documents from the Constitution to the novels of Jane
Austen. Feathers is a captivating and beautiful exploration of this most enchanting object.
In the newest novel from internationally-bestselling author Ronald. H. Balson, Liam and Catherine come to the aid of an old friend and are
drawn into a property dispute in Tuscany that unearths long-buried secrets An old friend calls Catherine Lockhart and Liam Taggart to his
famous Italian restaurant to enlist their help. His aunt is being evicted from her home in the Tuscan hills by a powerful corporation claiming
they own the deeds, even though she can produce her own set of deeds to her land. Catherine and Liam’s only clue is a bound handwritten
manuscript, entirely in German, and hidden in its pages is a story long-forgotten... Ada Baumgarten was born in Berlin in 1918, at the end of
the war. The daughter of an accomplished first-chair violinist in the prestigious Berlin Philharmonic, and herself a violin prodigy, Ada’s life
was full of the rich culture of Berlin’s interwar society. She formed a deep attachment to her childhood friend Kurt, but they were torn apart by
the growing unrest as her Jewish family came under suspicion. As the tides of history turned, it was her extraordinary talent that would carry
her through an unraveling society turned to war, and make her a target even as it saved her, allowing her to move to Bologna—though Italy
was not the haven her family had hoped, and further heartache awaited. What became of Ada? How is she connected to the conflicting land
deeds of a small Italian villa? As they dig through the layers of lies, corruption, and human evil, Catherine and Liam uncover an unfinished
story of heart, redemption, and hope—the ending of which is yet to be written. Don't miss Liam and Catherine's lastest adventures in The Girl
from Berlin!
One of the world's most beautiful endangered species, butterflies are as lucrative as gorillas, pandas, and rhinos on the black market. In this
cutthroat $200 million business, no one was more successful—or posed a greater ecological danger—than Yoshi Kojima, the kingpin of
butterfly smugglers. In Winged Obsession, author Jessica Speart tells the riveting true story of rookie U.S. Fish and Wildlife Agent Ed
Newcomer's determined crusade to halt the career of a brazen and ingenious criminal with an almost supernatural sixth sense for survival.
But the story doesn't end there. Speart chronicles her own attempts, while researching the book, to befriend Kojima before betraying
him—unaware that the cagey smuggler had his own plans to make the writer a player in his illegal butterfly trade.
A Sunday TelegraphBook of the Year'Winterson?s winter tales unfailingly succeed in their endeavor to leave you aglow? - Guardian For
years Jeanette Winterson has written a new story at Christmas time and here she brings together twelve of her brilliantly imaginative, funny,
and bold tales, along with twelve delicious recipes for the twelve days of Christmas.
A rollicking account of the bizarre hostage drama that gave rise to the term "Stockholm syndrome." On the morning of August 23, 1973, a
man wearing a wig, makeup, and a pair of sunglasses walked into the main branch of Sveriges Kreditbank, a prominent bank in central
Stockholm. He ripped out a submachine gun, fired it into the ceiling, and shouted, "The party starts!" This was the beginning of a six-day
hostage crisis—and media circus—that would mesmerize the world, drawing into its grip everyone from Sweden’s most notorious outlaw to the
prime minister himself. As policemen and reporters encircled the bank, the crime-in-progress turned into a high-stakes thriller broadcast on
live television. Inside the building, meanwhile, complicated emotional relationships developed between captors and captives that would
launch a remarkable new concept into the realm of psychology, hostage negotiation, and popular culture. Based on a wealth of previously
unpublished sources, including rare film footage and unprecedented access to the main participants, Six Days in August captures the surreal
events in their entirety, on an almost minute-by-minute basis. It is a rich human drama that blurs the lines between loyalty and betrayal,
obedience and defiance, fear and attraction—and a groundbreaking work of nonfiction that forces us to consider "Stockholm syndrome" in an
entirely new light.
A “well-written, engaging detective story” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review) about a rogue who trades in rare birds and their eggs—and the
wildlife detective determined to stop him. On May 3, 2010, an Irish national named Jeffrey Lendrum was apprehended at Britain’s
Birmingham International Airport with a suspicious parcel strapped to his stomach. Inside were fourteen rare peregrine falcon eggs snatched
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from a remote cliffside in Wales. So begins a “vivid tale of obsession and international derring-do” (Publishers Weekly), following the parallel
lives of a globe-trotting smuggler who spent two decades capturing endangered raptors worth millions of dollars as race champions—and
Detective Andy McWilliam of the United Kingdom’s National Wildlife Crime Unit, who’s hell bent on protecting the world’s birds of prey.
“Masterfully constructed” (The New York Times) and “entertaining and illuminating” (The Washington Post), The Falcon Thief will whisk you
away from the volcanoes of Patagonia to Zimbabwe’s Matobo National Park, and from the frigid tundra near the Arctic Circle to luxurious
aviaries in the deserts of Dubai, all in pursuit of a man who is reckless, arrogant, and gripped by a destructive compulsion to make the most
beautiful creatures in nature his own. It’s a story that’s part true-crime narrative, part epic adventure—and wholly unputdownable until the
very last page.

"[Strycker] thinks like a biologist but writes like a poet." -- Wall Street Journal An entertaining and profound look at the lives of
birds, illuminating their surprising world—and deep connection with humanity. Birds are highly intelligent animals, yet their
intelligence is dramatically different from our own and has been little understood. As we learn more about the secrets of bird life,
we are unlocking fascinating insights into memory, relationships, game theory, and the nature of intelligence itself. The Thing with
Feathers explores the astonishing homing abilities of pigeons, the good deeds of fairy-wrens, the influential flocking abilities of
starlings, the deft artistry of bowerbirds, the extraordinary memories of nutcrackers, the lifelong loves of albatrosses, and other
mysteries—revealing why birds do what they do, and offering a glimpse into our own nature. Drawing deep from personal
experience, cutting-edge science, and colorful history, Noah Strycker spins captivating stories about the birds in our midst and
shares the startlingly intimate coexistence of birds and humans. With humor, style, and grace, he shows how our view of the world
is often, and remarkably, through the experience of birds. You’ve never read a book about birds like this one.
From the bestselling author of The Accidental Billionaires and Bringing Down the House, this is the incredible true story of how a
college student and two female accomplices stole some of the rarest objects on the planet—moon rocks—from an "impregnable"
high-tech vault. But breaking into a highly secure laboratory wasn't easy. Thad Roberts, an intern in a prestigious NASA training
program, would have to concoct a meticulous plan to get past security checkpoints, an electronically locked door with cipher
security codes, and camera-lined hallways even before he could get his hands on the 600-pound safe. And then how was he
supposed to get it out? And what does one do with an item so valuable that it's illegal even to own? With his signature highvelocity style, Mezrich reconstructs the outlandish heist and tells a story of genius, love, and duplicity that reads like a Hollywood
thrill ride.
One hundred entertaining and informative essays from the popular public radio feature program, BirdNote, accompanied by
original illustrations throughout--an illuminating volume for bird and nature lovers across North America. Here are the best stories
about our avian friends from the public radio show BirdNote, each brief essay illuminating the life, habits, or songs of a particular
bird. Why do geese fly in a V-formation? Why are worms so good for you--if you're a robin? Which bird calls, "Who cooks for you?
Who cooks for you-all?" From wrens that nest in cactuses to gulls that have a strange red dot on their bills--these digestible and
fascinating bird stories are a delightful window to the winged world. A foreword by John W. Fitzpatrick, director of the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology, and an introduction by Gordon Orians, professor emeritus of biology at the University of Washington, are also
included. Contains web links to the audio version of each story, with bird sounds.
b.A masterpiece of historical adventure, ISkeletons on the Zahara The western Sahara is a baking hot and desolate place, home
only to nomads and their camels, and to locusts, snails and thorny scrub -- and its barren and ever-changing coastline has baffled
sailors for centuries. In August 1815, the US brig Commerce was dashed against Cape Bojador and lost, although through bravery
and quick thinking the ship's captain, James Riley, managed to lead all of his crew to safety. What followed was an extraordinary
and desperate battle for survival in the face of human hostility, starvation, dehydration, death and despair. Captured, robbed and
enslaved, the sailors were dragged and driven through the desert by their new owners, who neither spoke their language nor
cared for their plight. Reduced to drinking urine, flayed by the sun, crippled by walking miles across burning stones and sand and
losing over half of their body weights, the sailors struggled to hold onto both their humanity and their sanity. To reach safety, they
would have to overcome not only the desert but also the greed and anger of those who would keep them in captivity. From the
cold waters of the Atlantic to the searing Saharan sands, from the heart of the desert to the heart of man, Skeletons on the Zahara
is a spectacular odyssey through the extremes and a gripping account of courage, brotherhood, and survival.
From one of the world’s leading authorities on animal behavior, the astonishing story of how the brain drives the evolution of
beauty in animals and humans In A Taste for the Beautiful, Michael Ryan, one of the world’s leading authorities on animal
behavior, tells the remarkable story of how he and other scientists have taken up where Darwin left off, transforming our
understanding of sexual selection and shedding new light on animal and human behavior. Drawing on cutting-edge science, Ryan
explores key questions: Why do animals perceive certain traits as beautiful and others not? Do animals have an inherent sexual
aesthetic and, if so, where is it rooted? Ryan argues that the answers lie in the brain—particularly of females, who act as biological
puppeteers, spurring the development of beautiful traits in males. Vividly written and filled with fascinating stories, A Taste for the
Beautiful will change how you think about beauty and attraction in the animal world and beyond.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE GOLD DAGGER AWARD 'A tale of obsession ... vivid and arresting' The Times One summer evening
in 2009, twenty-year-old musical prodigy Edwin Rist broke into the Natural History Museum at Tring, home to one of the largest
ornithological collections in the world. Once inside, Rist grabbed as many rare bird specimens as he was able to carry before
escaping into the darkness. Kirk Wallace Johnson was waist-deep in a river in New Mexico when his fly-fishing guide first told him
about the heist. But what would possess a person to steal dead birds? And had Rist paid for his crime? In search of answers,
Johnson embarked upon a worldwide investigation, leading him into the fiercely secretive underground community obsessed with
the Victorian art of salmon fly-tying. Was Edwin Rist a genius or narcissist? Mastermind or pawn?
Megan Boyd is considered to be one of the world's finest salmon fly tyers and she is the subject of the US film 'Kiss the Water'.
She was born in 1915, and was bought up in the Highlands of Scotland where her father was a bailiff on the River Brora. She
began taking flytying lessons at the age of twelve and soon gained a reputation for tying beautiful feather-wing flies which were
extra-ordinarily durable and lasted many seasons. In 1935, at the age of twenty, Megan left home and moved into a small cottage
near Brora where she lived without electricity or running water until the 1980s. Visiting anglers from all over the world who came to
fish the Highland rivers for salmon would stop by her cottage to watch her tie flies and place orders.
In this 2018 New York Times Notable Book,Paige Williams "does for fossils what Susan Orlean did for orchids" (Book Riot) in her
account of one Florida man's attempt to sell a dinosaur skeleton from Mongolia--a story "steeped in natural history, human nature,
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commerce, crime, science, and politics" (Rebecca Skloot). In 2012, a New York auction catalogue boasted an unusual offering: "a
superb Tyrannosaurus skeleton." In fact, Lot 49135 consisted of a nearly complete T. bataar, a close cousin to the most famous
animal that ever lived. The fossils now on display in a Manhattan event space had been unearthed in Mongolia, more than 6,000
miles away. At eight-feet high and 24 feet long, the specimen was spectacular, and when the gavel sounded the winning bid was
over $1 million. Eric Prokopi, a thirty-eight-year-old Floridian, was the man who had brought this extraordinary skeleton to market.
A onetime swimmer who spent his teenage years diving for shark teeth, Prokopi's singular obsession with fossils fueled a thriving
business hunting, preparing, and selling specimens, to clients ranging from natural history museums to avid private collectors like
actor Leonardo DiCaprio. But there was a problem. This time, facing financial strain, had Prokopi gone too far? As the T. bataar
went to auction, a network of paleontologists alerted the government of Mongolia to the eye-catching lot. As an international
custody battle ensued, Prokopi watched as his own world unraveled. In the tradition of The Orchid Thief, The Dinosaur Artist is a
stunning work of narrative journalism about humans' relationship with natural history and a seemingly intractable conflict between
science and commerce. A story that stretches from Florida's Land O' Lakes to the Gobi Desert, The Dinosaur Artist illuminates the
history of fossil collecting--a murky, sometimes risky business, populated by eccentrics and obsessives, where the lines between
poacher and hunter, collector and smuggler, enthusiast and opportunist, can easily blur. In her first book, Paige Williams has given
readers an irresistible story that spans continents, cultures, and millennia as she examines the question of who, ultimately, owns
the past.

This handsome volume is the result of a collaboration among leading scientists, scholars, taxonomic and field experts,
photo editors, and designers. This book covers more than 540 species, with nearly 2,500 full-colour photographs including images of the bark, fruit, and flowers, as well as photos that illustrate leaf shape and seasonal colour changes.
Includes a glossary, a robust index, and a ribbon marker, and is arranged according to the latest Angiosperm Phylogeny
Group classification system - with trees sorted by taxonomic orders and grouped by family, so that related species are
presented together. Print run 50,000.
An urgent and timely memoir exploring the unseemly reality of childhood sexual abuse, a scourge on too many
neighborhoods, often hiding in plain sight. Millions of victims remain silent, buried under the weight of their own guilt,
shame, and addiction. As an advocate for survivors of sexual abuse, Larry Ruhl shows how only by sharing can we begin
to heal.
One museum, two thieves, and the Boston underworld—the story behind the lost Gardner masterpieces and the art
detective who swore to get them back Shortly after midnight on March 18, 1990, two men broke into the Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum in Boston and committed the largest art heist in history. They stole a dozen masterpieces, including
one Vermeer, three Rembrandts, and five Degas. But after thousands of leads, hundreds of interviews, and a $5-million
reward, not a single painting has been recovered. Worth a total of $500 million, the missing masterpieces have become
the Holy Grail of the art world and one of the nation's most extraordinary unsolved mysteries. Art detective Harold Smith
worked on the theft for years, and after his death, reporter Ulrich Boser inherited his case files. Traveling deep into the art
underworld, Boser explores Smith's unfinished leads and comes across a remarkable cast of characters, including the
brilliant rock 'n' roll art thief; the golden-boy gangster who professes his innocence in rhyming verse; the deadly mobster
James "Whitey" Bulger; and the Boston heiress Isabella Stewart Gardner, who stipulated in her will that nothing should
ever be changed in her museum, a provision followed so closely that the empty frames of the stolen works still hang on
the walls. Boser eventually cracks one of the biggest mysteries of the case and uncovers the identities of the men who
robbed the museum nearly two decades ago. A tale of art and greed, of obsession and loss, The Gardner Heist is as
compelling as the stolen masterpieces themselves.
WINNER OF THE 2017 NASW SCIENCE IN SOCIETY JOURNALISM AWARD A FINALIST FOR THE 2017 PEN/E. O.
WILSON LITERARY SCIENCE WRITING AWARD LONGLISTED FOR THE ANDREW CARNEGIE MEDAL FOR
EXCELLENCE A LIBRARY JOURNAL BEST SCIENCE BOOK OF THE YEAR “[A] curiously edifying book.” —The New
York Times Book Review “With the taut suspense of a spy novel, Voigt paints a vivid world of murder, black market
deals, and habitat destruction surrounding a fish that's considered, ironically, to be a good-luck charm.” —Discover “[An]
immensely satisfying story, full of surprises and suspense....Things get weird fast.” —The Wall Street Journal An intrepid
journalist’s quest to find a wild Asian arowana—the world’s most expensive aquarium fish—takes her on a global tour in
this “engaging tale of obsession and perseverance…and an enthralling look at the intersection of science, commercialism,
and conservationism” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). A young man is murdered for his pet fish. An Asian tycoon
buys a single specimen for $150,000. Meanwhile, a pet detective chases smugglers through the streets of New York.
With “the taut suspense of a spy novel” (Discover) The Dragon Behind the Glass tells the story of a fish like none other.
Treasured as a status symbol believed to bring good luck, the Asian arowana, or “dragon fish,” is a dramatic example of
a modern paradox: the mass-produced endangered species. While hundreds of thousands are bred in captivity, the wild
fish as become a near-mythical creature. From the South Bronx to Borneo and beyond, journalist Emily Voigt follows the
trail of the arowana to learn its fate in nature. “A fresh, lively look at an obsessive desire to own a piece of the wild”
(Kirkus Reviews), The Dragon Behind the Glass traces our fascination with aquarium fish back to the era of exploration
when naturalists stood on the cutting edge of modern science. In an age when freshwater fish now comprise one of the
most rapidly vanishing groups of animals, Voigt unearths a surprising truth behind the arowana’s rise to fame—one that
calls into question how we protect the world’s rarest species. “Not since Candace Millard published The River of Doubt
has the world of the Amazon, Borneo, Myanmar, and other exotic locations been so colorfully portrayed as it is now in
Emily Voigt’s The Dragon Behind the Glass…a must-read” (Library Journal, starred review).
The “searing” (The New Yorker), “must read” (The Philadelphia Inquirer) memoir of “one of the few genuine heroes of
America’s war in Iraq” (Dexter Filkins). In January 2005 Kirk Johnson, then twenty-four, arrived in Baghdad as USAID’s
(US Agency for International Development) only Arabic-speaking American employee. Despite his opposition to the war,
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Johnson felt called to civic duty and wanted to help rebuild Iraq. Working as the USAID’s first reconstruction coordinator
in Fallujah, he traversed the city’s IED-strewn streets, working alongside idealistic Iraqi translators—young men and
women sick of Saddam, filled with Hollywood slang, and enchanted by the idea of a peaceful, democratic Iraq. It was not
to be. As sectarian violence escalated, Iraqis employed by the US coalition found themselves subject to a campaign of
kidnapping, torture, and assassination. On his first brief vacation, Johnson, swept into what doctors later described as a
“fugue state,” crawled onto the ledge outside his hotel window and plunged off. He would spend the next year in an
abyss of depression, surgery, and PTSD—crushed by having failed in Iraq. One day, Johnson received an email from an
Iraqi friend, Yaghdan: People are trying to kill me and I need your help. That email launched Johnson’s now seven-year
mission to get help from the US government for Yaghdan and thousands of abandoned Iraqis like him. To Be a Friend Is
Fatal is Kirk W. Johnson’s “truly incredible” (Ira Glass) portrait of the human rubble of war and his efforts to redeem a
shameful chapter of American history. “It is difficult to imagine a book more urgent than this” (The Boston Globe).
Sammy the Bull Gravano is the highest-ranking member of the Mafia in America ever to defeat. In telling Gravano's story,
Peter Maas brings us as never before into the innermost sanctums of the Cosa Nostra as if we were there ourselves--a
secret underworld of power, lust, greed, betrayal, and deception, with the specter of violent death always waiting in the
wings.
Marian Engstr m has found her true calling- working with rescue dogs to help protect endangered wildlife. Her first
assignment takes her to northern Alberta, where she falls in love with her mentor, the daring and brilliant Tate. But after a
tragic accident, Marian discovers growing and disturbing inconsistencies about Tate's life, and begins to wonder if the
man she loved could have been responsible for the unsolved murders of at least four women. Desperately hoping to
clear Tate's name as a serial killer, she reaches out to a retired forensic profiler who's haunted by the open cases. Marian
relives her relationship with Tate, but as she circles ever closer to the truth, evil stalks her every move...
“The ultimate truffle true crime tale”*: A thrilling journey through the hidden underworld of the world's most prized luxury
ingredient. *Bianca Bosker, New York Times bestselling author of Cork Dork Beneath the gloss of star chefs and crystalladen tables, the truffle supply chain is touched by theft, secrecy, sabotage, and fraud. Farmers patrol their fields with
rifles and fear losing trade secrets to spies. Hunters plant poisoned meatballs to eliminate rival truffle-hunting dogs. Naive
buyers and even knowledgeable experts are duped by liars and counterfeits. Deeply reported and elegantly written, this
page-turning exposé documents the dark, sometimes deadly crimes at each level of the truffle’s path from ground to
plate, making sense of an industry that traffics in scarcity, seduction, and cash. Through it all, a question lingers: What,
other than money, draws people to these dirt-covered jewels? Praise for The Truffle Underground “Investigative
journalist and first-time author Jacobs does a remarkable job reporting from the front lines of the truffle industry, bringing
to vivid life French black-truffle farmers, Italian white-truffle foragers, and their marvelously well-trained dogs.”—Booklist
(starred review) “In The Truffle Underground, Ryan Jacobs presents a lively exposé of the truffle industry, reporting on
the crimes that ‘haunt the whole supply chain.’ . . . Even if truffles are beyond your pay grade, there is plenty of
enjoyment to be had in the sheer devilment portrayed in this informative and appetizing book.”—The Wall Street Journal
“You’ll never look at truffle fries the same way after reading this book. . . . You can practically smell the soil as you follow
truffle farmers and bandits through the groves and fields of France and Italy where the fungi are harvested and
stolen.”—Outside, “Five Favorite Summer Reads” “[The] book is a rigorously reported, carefully written, endlessly
interesting immersion in a high-stakes subculture.”—San Francisco Chronicle “Jacobs takes us on an eye-opening
journey through the prized mushroom’s supply chain and the global black market for these tubers in this tale of theft,
deceit, and high-stakes secrets.”—Real Simple
“Unforgettable. . . . An outstanding adventure in its lyrical, utterly compelling, and heartbreaking investigations of the
world of diamond smuggling.” —Aimee Nezhukumatathil For nearly eighty years, a huge portion of coastal South Africa
was closed off to the public. With many of its pits now deemed “overmined” and abandoned, American journalist
Matthew Gavin Frank sets out across the infamous Diamond Coast to investigate an illicit trade that supplies a global
market. Immediately, he became intrigued by the ingenious methods used in facilitating smuggling?particularly, the illegal
act of sneaking carrier pigeons onto mine property, affixing diamonds to their feet, and sending them into the air. Entering
Die Sperrgebiet (“The Forbidden Zone”) is like entering an eerie ghost town, but Frank is surprised by the number of
people willing—even eager—to talk with him. Soon he meets Msizi, a young diamond digger, and his pigeon, Bartholomew,
who helps him steal diamonds. It’s a deadly game: pigeons are shot on sight by mine security, and Msizi knows of
smugglers who have disappeared because of their crimes. For this, Msizi blames “Mr. Lester,” an evil tall-tale figure of
mythic proportions. From the mining towns of Alexander Bay and Port Nolloth, through the “halfway” desert, to
Kleinzee’s shores littered with shipwrecks, Frank investigates a long overlooked story. Weaving interviews with local
diamond miners who raise pigeons in secret with harrowing anecdotes from former heads of security, environmental
managers, and vigilante pigeon hunters, Frank reveals how these feathered bandits became outlaws in every mining
town. Interwoven throughout this obsessive quest are epic legends in which pigeons and diamonds intersect, such as
that of Krishna’s famed diamond Koh-i-Noor, the Mountain of Light, and that of the Cherokee serpent Uktena. In these
strange connections, where truth forever tangles with the lore of centuries past, Frank is able to contextualize the
personal grief that sent him, with his wife Louisa in the passenger seat, on this enlightening journey across parched
lands. Blending elements of reportage, memoir, and incantation, Flight of the Diamond Smugglers is a rare and
remarkable portrait of exploitation and greed in one of the most dangerous areas of coastal South Africa. With his
sovereign prose and insatiable curiosity, Matthew Gavin Frank “reminds us that the world is a place of wonder if only we
look” (Toby Muse).
One amazing year in a remarkable woman1s life journey becomes the inspiration for generations when she takes a huge
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risk, follows her heart, embraces forbidden love, and unwittingly becomes the champion of a winged world that is on the
brink of extinction. It’s 1903, the world is poised for drastic change, and Julia Briton is a naive, beautiful Boston socialite
who suffers a series of devastating losses and discovers that her beloved husband is involved in the plume trade—the
massive slaughter of birds for use in the fashion industry. When Julia is secretly ushered into the early 20th century by a
group of brazen female activists, she boldly risks everything and embarks on a perilous journey to the wilds of untamed
Florida, a place of great danger where men will stop at nothing to get what they want and where one man, and a faithful
friend, force her to make yet more life-changing decisions. Years later, when Julia’s great-granddaughter, Kelly,
discovers some hidden tape recordings in her famous great-grandmother1s dresser and learns the real truth about
Julia’s year, a year that changed the course of history, she must decide what to do with her grandmother1s incredible
legacy. Will she keep the real “secret of the year”, or will she be brave enough to follow her own heart? USA Best Book
Awards: Fiction: Historical, Finalist
The Feather ThiefBeauty, Obsession, and the Natural History Heist of the CenturyPenguin
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING TRAVEL MEMOIR What happens when an unadventurous adventure writer
tries to re-create the original expedition to Machu Picchu? In 1911, Hiram Bingham III climbed into the Andes Mountains
of Peru and “discovered” Machu Picchu. While history has recast Bingham as a villain who stole both priceless artifacts
and credit for finding the great archeological site, Mark Adams set out to retrace the explorer’s perilous path in search of
the truth—except he’d written about adventure far more than he’d actually lived it. In fact, he’d never even slept in a tent.
Turn Right at Machu Picchu is Adams’ fascinating and funny account of his journey through some of the world’s most
majestic, historic, and remote landscapes guided only by a hard-as-nails Australian survivalist and one nagging question:
Just what was Machu Picchu?
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