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To Victorian visitors, Ireland was a world of extremes –
Luxurious country houses to one-room mud cabins (in 1841
40% of Irish housing was the latter). This thorough and
engaging social history of Ireland offers new insights into the
ways in which ordinary people lived during this dramatic
moment in Ireland’s history from 1800-1914. It covers wide
range of aspects of everyday lives: from work on the many
wealthy country estates to grinding poverty in the towns. It
covers the transformative effects of the railway development
and Ireland’s first tourist boom. Workhouse life and the new
Poor Law system which incarcerated entire families behind
forbidding walls. Religious divisions, educational boycotts,
customs and superstitions.
In July 1936, an army-led coup against the democratically
elected republican government ushered in the Spanish Civil
War. Father Alexander J. McCabe was rector of the Irish
College in Salamanca when General Francisco Franco seized
power a few months later and established his GHQ in the
medieval city. McCabe recorded the arrival of the nationalist
war machine in his diaries, vividly documenting the horror of
the repression and his encounters with Franco, Nazi officers
and diplomats, British and American spies and journalists,
and adventurers and charlatans from around the world who
flocked to Salamanca. He also observed the implosion of
General Eoin O’Duffy’s ill-fated Irish Brigade, first as one of
its chaplains and later mediating between the nationalist high
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O’Duffy.
He unsuccessfully
attempted to
dissuade a disillusioned O’Duffy from returning to Ireland
with the Irish Brigade in 1937. Historian Tim Fanning uses
McCabe’s diaries to provide a fascinating account of life in
Spain before, during and after the war, as well as McCabe’s
memories of growing up in Ireland at a time of momentous
change. This is the troubling and enthralling story of an
eyewitness to one of the most tragic episodes in twentiethcentury European history.
There is a distinct hint of Armageddon in the air. According to
The Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch
(recorded, thankfully, in 1655, before she blew up her entire
village and all its inhabitants, who had gathered to watch her
burn), the world will end on a Saturday. Next Saturday, in
fact. So the armies of Good and Evil are amassing, the Four
Bikers of the Apocalypse are revving up their mighty hogs
and hitting the road, and the world's last two remaining witchfinders are getting ready to fight the good fight, armed with
awkwardly antiquated instructions and stick pins. Atlantis is
rising, frogs are falling, tempers are flaring. . . . Right.
Everything appears to be going according to Divine Plan.
Except that a somewhat fussy angel and a fast-living demon
-- each of whom has lived among Earth's mortals for many
millennia and has grown rather fond of the lifestyle -- are not
particularly looking forward to the coming Rapture. If Crowley
and Aziraphale are going to stop it from happening, they've
got to find and kill the Antichrist (which is a shame, as he's a
really nice kid). There's just one glitch: someone seems to
have misplaced him. . . . First published in 1990, Neil Gaiman
and Terry Pratchett's brilliantly dark and screamingly funny
take on humankind's final judgment is back -- and just in time
-- in a new hardcover edition (which includes an introduction
by the authors, comments by each about the other, and
answers to some still-burning questions about their wildly
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effort) that
the devout and the damned
alike will surely cherish until the end of all things.
Ireland in the mid-1800s was primarily a population of
peasants, forced to live on a single, moderately nutritious
crop: potatoes. Suddenly, in 1846, an unknown and
uncontrollable disease turned the potato crop to inedible
slime, and all Ireland was threatened. Index.
Between 1846 and 1851 more than a million Irish people, the
famine claimed a million lives. The Famine Ships tells the
sory of the courage and determination of those who crossed
the Atlantic in leaky, overcrowded saiilng ships and made
new lives for themselves, among them William Ford, father of
Henry Ford, and twenty-six-year-old Patrick Kennedy, greatgrandfather of John F. Kennedy.
The Famine PlotEngland's Role in Ireland's Greatest
TragedySt. Martin's Press
It all began on the night of the Big Wind. A wild and savage
night in January 1839 when a storm struck Ireland, leaving
such suffering and devastation in its path that a mark
remained on the minds and hearts of Irishmen, and the land
itself, ever after. It was the night Sterrin O'Carroll, 'blossom of
the storm', was born in Kilsheelin Castle. Growing up during
Ireland's darkest hours, Sterrin forms a bond with a
household servant called Young Thomas that deepens over
the years into a forbidden love – a love as fierce and
relentless as the storm that ushered her into the world. But
their paths are divided by devastating events that change the
course of Ireland's history. After the bitterness and the sorrow
finally wane, Sterrin's indomitable spirit never weakens
because, Thomas, like her beloved land, will return to her.

Grotesque visionary Sir Jack Pitman has an idea. Since
most people are too lazy to travel from landmark to
landmark, why not simplify things and create a new
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the Isle
of Wight?
huge success, and the resulting theme park threatens to
supersede the original. Called England, England, it has
all the elements of "Old England" in one convenient
location. Wander into the new Sherwood Forest and you
may spot Robin Hood and his now sexually ambiguous
Merrie Men. Or take a stroll to see Stonehenge and
Anne Hathaway's Cottage, enjoy a ploughman's lunch
atop the White Cliffs of Dover, then pop over to see the
Royals, now on contract to Sir Jack, in their scaled-down
version of Buckingham Palace. Every detail has been
considered: even the postcards come pre-stamped!
Julian Barnes' first novel in six years is a ferociously
funny examination of the search for authenticity and truth
in a fabricated world.
Shows how the droughts affecting northern Africa, China,
and India in the 1870s and 1890s are consistant with El
Niäno effects, and discusses the economic, racial, and
political forces that allowed fifty million people to starve.
A Modest Proposal Jonathan Swift - To ease poverty in
Ireland by eating the children of the poor was the satirical
'solution' suggested by Jonathan Swift in his essay 'A
Modest Proposal' (1729). Here Swift unleashes the full
power of his ironic armoury and corrosive wit, finding his
targets - the British ruling class and avaricious landlords,
and the brutalized Irish, complicit in their own oppression
- with deadly precision.
In 1845, a disaster struck Ireland. Overnight, a
mysterious blight attacked the potato crops, turning the
potatoes black and destroying the only real food of
nearly six million people. Over the next five years, the
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today as the Great Irish Famine, a time when one million
people died from starvation and disease and two million
more fled their homeland. Black Potatoes is the
compelling story of men, women, and children who
defied landlords and searched empty fields for scraps of
harvested vegetables and edible weeds to eat, who
walked several miles each day to hard-labor jobs for
meager wages and to reach soup kitchens, and who
committed crimes just to be sent to jail, where they were
assured of a meal. It’s the story of children and adults
who suffered from starvation, disease, and the loss of
family and friends, as well as those who died. Illustrated
with black and white engravings, it’s also the story of the
heroes among the Irish people and how they held on to
hope.
A moving and terrible book. It combines great literary
power with great learning. It explains much in modern
Ireland and in modern America.
Ireland, 1919: When Sinn Féin proclaims Dáil Éireann
the parliament of the independent Irish republic, London
declares the new assembly to be illegal, and a vicious
guerrilla war breaks out between republican and crown
forces. Michael Collins, intelligence chief of the Irish
Republican Army, creates an elite squad whose role is to
assassinate British agents and undercover police. The
so-called 'Twelve Apostles' will create violent mayhem,
culminating in the events of 'Bloody Sunday' in
November 1920. Bestselling historian Tim Pat Coogan
not only tells the story of Collins' squad, he also
examines the remarkable intelligence network of which it
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which helped
government to the negotiating table.
From the personal to the political, this is the muchawaited memoir from Tim Pat Coogan. Ireland's bestknown journalist, broadcaster, historian and bestselling
biographer Tim Pat Coogan has not only reported the
news - he's been the news. Through the Irish Press,
where he served as editor for twenty years, he is
renowned for bringing social and political change to
Ireland. He went on to play a vital role in bringing the
IRA/Sinn Fein to the peace talks table, and has always
been uniquely placed to comment authoritatively - if not
controversially - on all aspects of Irish current affairs.
From personal to political, his revelatory memoir gives
genuine insight into the life and high-profile career of a
man at the centre of Irish politics and society.
During a Biblical seven years in the middle of the nineteenth
century, Ireland experienced the worst disaster a nation could
suffer. Fully a quarter of its citizens either perished from
starvation or emigrated, with so many dying en route that it
was said, "you can walk dry shod to America on their bodies."
In this grand, sweeping narrative, Ireland''s best-known
historian, Tim Pat Coogan, gives a fresh and comprehensive
account of one of the darkest chapters in world history,
arguing that Britain was in large part responsible for the
extent of the national tragedy, and in fact engineered the food
shortage in one of the earliest cases of ethnic cleansing. So
strong was anti-Irish sentiment in the mainland that the
English parliament referred to the famine as "God's lesson."
Drawing on recently uncovered sources, and with the sharp
eye of a seasoned historian, Coogan delivers fresh insights
into the famine's causes, recounts its unspeakable events,
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the "famine mentality" that
followed immigrants across the Atlantic to the shores of the
United States and had lasting effects on the population left
behind. This is a broad, magisterial history of a tragedy that
shook the nineteenth century and still impacts the worldwide
Irish diaspora of nearly 80 million people today.
Living in a "perfect" world without social ills, a boy
approaches the time when he will receive a life assignment
from the Elders, but his selection leads him to a mysterious
man known as the Giver, who reveals the dark secrets behind
the utopian facade.
This Graphic Novel Series features classic tales retold with
attractive color illustrations. Educatiors using the Dale-Chall
vocabulary system adapted each title. Each 70 page,
softcover book retains key phrases and quotations from the
original classics. Introduce literature to reluctant readers and
motivate struggling readers. Students build confidence
through reading practice. Motivation makes all the difference.
What's more motivation then the expectation of success?
During a Biblical seven years in the middle of the nineteenth
century, fully a quarter of Ireland's citizens either perished
from starvation or emigrated in what came to be known as
Gorta Mor, the Great Hunger. Waves of hungry peasants fled
across the Atlantic to the United States, with so many dying
en route that it was said, "you could walk dry shod to America
on their bodies." In this sweeping history Ireland's best-known
historian, Tim Pat Coogan, tackles the dark history of the Irish
Famine and argues that it constituted one of the first acts of
genocide. In what The Boston Globe calls "his greatest
achievement," Coogan shows how the British government hid
behind the smoke screen of laissez faire economics, the
invocation of Divine Providence and a carefully orchestrated
publicity campaign, allowing more than a million people to die
agonizing deaths and driving a further million into emigration.
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Unflinching inOn
depicting
the evidence,
Coogan presents a
vivid and horrifying picture of a catastrophe that that shook
the nineteenth century and finally calls to account those
responsible.
Here Ireland's premier economic historian and one of the
leading authorities on the Great Irish Famine examines the
most lethal natural disaster to strike Europe in the nineteenth
century. Between the mid-eighteenth and early-nineteenth
centuries, the food source that we still call the Irish potato had
allowed the fastest population growth in the whole of Western
Europe. As vividly described in Ó Gráda's new work, the
advent of the blight phytophthora infestans transformed the
potato from an emblem of utility to a symbol of death by
starvation. The Irish famine peaked in Black '47, but it brought
misery and increased mortality to Ireland for several years.
Central to Irish and British history, European demography, the
world history of famines, and the story of American
immigration, the Great Irish Famine is presented here from a
variety of new perspectives. Moving away from the traditional
narrative historical approach to the catastrophe, Ó Gráda
concentrates instead on fresh insights available through
interdisciplinary and comparative methods. He highlights
several economic and sociological features of the famine
previously neglected in the literature, such as the part played
by traders and markets, by medical science, and by
migration. Other topics include how the Irish climate, usually
hospitable to the potato, exacerbated the failure of the crops
in 1845-1847, and the controversial issue of Britain's failure to
provide adequate relief to the dying Irish. Ó Gráda also
examines the impact on urban Dublin of what was mainly a
rural disaster and offers a critical analysis of the famine as
represented in folk memory and tradition. The broad scope of
this book is matched by its remarkable range of sources,
published and archival. The book will be the starting point for
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into the Irish
famine.
The Troubles refers to a violent thirty-year conflict, at the
heart of which lay the constitutional status of Northern
Ireland. Over 3,000 people were killed on all sides, and many
more damaged by a legacy that continued long past 1998.
After looking at the roots of Catholic discrimination of the
Northern Irish state, Coogan points to Orange prejudice in
housing, education and jobs and the lack of a Catholic outlet
for peaceful protest. He argues that the war in the North
started as a civil rights demonstration, but that radical Orange
response soon turned protest into war. He takes a close look
at Ian Paisley 'the great pornographer'; John Hume, the quiet
peacemaker; Gerry Adams, gunman turned peacemaker; and
Albert Reynolds, the first prime minister to insist on peace. In
this controversial volume, Coogan covers all parts of the war,
from Bloody Sunday in 1972 to the Bobby Sands hunger
strike. Although written from a nationalist viewpoint, Coogan
has taken a complicated history and explained it simply, with
grace and wit.
Ireland's bestselling popular historian tells the story of
contemporary Ireland - controversial, authoritative and highly
readable. Tim Pat Coogan's biographies of Michael Collins
and DeValera and his studies of the IRA, the Troubles and
the Irish Diaspora have transformed our understanding of
contemporary Ireland, and all have been massive bestsellers.
Now he has produced a major history of Ireland in the
twentieth century. Covering both South and North and dealing
with cultural and social history as well as political, this
enthralling work will become the definitive single-volume
account of the making of modern Ireland.

A magisterial account of one of the worst disasters to
strike humankind--the Great Irish Potato
Famine--conveyed as lyrical narrative history from the
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researched, compelling in its details, and startling in its
conclusions about the appalling decisions behind a
tragedy of epic proportions, John Kelly's retelling of the
awful story of Ireland's great hunger will resonate today
as history that speaks to our own times. It started in 1845
and before it was over more than one million men,
women, and children would die and another two million
would flee the country. Measured in terms of mortality,
the Great Irish Potato Famine was the worst disaster in
the nineteenth century--it claimed twice as many lives as
the American Civil War. A perfect storm of bacterial
infection, political greed, and religious intolerance
sparked this catastrophe. But even more extraordinary
than its scope were its political underpinnings, and The
Graves Are Walking provides fresh material and analysis
on the role that Britain's nation-building policies played in
exacerbating the devastation by attempting to use the
famine to reshape Irish society and character. Religious
dogma, anti-relief sentiment, and racial and political
ideology combined to result in an almost inconceivable
disaster of human suffering. This is ultimately a story of
triumph over perceived destiny: for fifty million Americans
of Irish heritage, the saga of a broken people fleeing
crushing starvation and remaking themselves in a new
land is an inspiring story of revival. Based on extensive
research and written with novelistic flair, The Graves Are
Walking draws a portrait that is both intimate and
panoramic, that captures the drama of individual lives
caught up in an unimaginable tragedy, while imparting a
new understanding of the famine's causes and
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Presents a tribute to Ireland's Great Blasket Island and
the people it has influenced, examining how its seaside
culture was nearly untouched by time throughout the first
half of the twentieth century.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Meghan, The
Duchess of Sussex’s first children’s book, The Bench,
beautifully captures the special relationship between
father and son, as seen through a mother’s eyes. The
book’s storytelling and illustration give us snapshots of
shared moments that evoke a deep sense of warmth,
connection, and compassion. This is your bench Where
you’ll witness great joy. From here you will rest See the
growth of our boy. In The Bench, Meghan, The Duchess
of Sussex, touchingly captures the evolving and
expanding relationship between father and son and
reminds us of the many ways that love can take shape
and be expressed in a modern family. Evoking a deep
sense of warmth, connection, and compassion, The
Bench gives readers a window into shared and enduring
moments between a diverse group of fathers and
sons—moments of peace and reflection, trust and belief,
discovery and learning, and lasting comfort. Working in
watercolor for the first time, Caldecott-winning,
bestselling illustrator Christian Robinson expands on his
signature style to bring joy and softness to the pages,
reflecting the beauty of a father’s love through a
mother’s eyes. With a universal message, this
thoughtful and heartwarming read-aloud is destined to be
treasured by families for generations to come.
#1 New York Times Bestseller Oprah's Book Club
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Selection The
. . . monumental
masterpiece” (Booklist) that changed the course of Ken
Follett’s already phenomenal career—and begins where
its prequel, The Evening and the Morning, ended.
“Follett risks all and comes out a clear winner,” extolled
Publishers Weekly on the release of The Pillars of the
Earth. A departure for the bestselling thriller writer, the
historical epic stunned readers and critics alike with its
ambitious scope and gripping humanity. Today, it stands
as a testament to Follett’s unassailable command of the
written word and to his universal appeal. The Pillars of
the Earth tells the story of Philip, prior of Kingsbridge, a
devout and resourceful monk driven to build the greatest
Gothic cathedral the world has known . . . of Tom, the
mason who becomes his architect—a man divided in his
soul . . . of the beautiful, elusive Lady Aliena, haunted by
a secret shame . . . and of a struggle between good and
evil that will turn church against state and brother against
brother. A spellbinding epic tale of ambition, anarchy,
and absolute power set against the sprawling medieval
canvas of twelfth-century England, this is Ken Follett’s
historical masterpiece.
*Includes pictures *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading "The Honorable Member
must remember that in the South they boasted of a
Catholic State. They still boast of Southern Ireland being
a Catholic State. All I boast of is that we are a Protestant
Parliament and a Protestant State. It would be rather
interesting for historians of the future to compare a
Catholic State launched in the South with a Protestant
State launched in the North and to see which gets on the
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are very few national relationships quite as complicated
and enigmatic as the one that exists between the English
and the Irish. For two peoples so interconnected by
geography and history, the depth of animosity that is
often expressed is difficult at times to understand. At the
same time, historic links of family and clan, and common
Gaelic roots, have at times fostered a degree of mutual
regard, interdependence, and cooperation that is also
occasionally hard to fathom. During World War I, for
example, Ireland fought for the British Empire as part of
that empire, and the Irish response to the call to arms
was at times just as enthusiastic as that of other British
dominions such as Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.
An excerpt from one war recruitment poster asked,
"What have you done for Ireland? How have you
answered the Call? Are you pleased with the part you're
playing in the job that demands us all? Have you
changed the tweed for the khaki to serve with rank and
file, as your comrades are gladly serving, or isn't it worth
your while?" And yet, at the same time, plots were
unearthed to cooperate with the Germans in toppling
British rule in Ireland, which would have virtually ensured
an Allied defeat. In World War II, despite Irish neutrality,
12,000 Irish soldiers volunteered to join the Khaki line,
returning after the war to the scorn and vitriol of a great
many of their more radical countrymen. One of the most
bitter and divisive struggles in the history of the British
Isles, and in the history of the British Empire, played out
over the question of Home Rule and Irish independence,
and then later still as the British province of Northern
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Ireland grappled
within itself
for the right to secede from
the United Kingdom or the right to remain. What is it
within this complicated relationship that has kept this
strange duality of mutual love and hate at play? A
rendition of "Danny Boy" has the power to reduce both
Irishmen and Englishmen to tears, and yet they have
torn at one another in a violent conflict that can be traced
to the very dawn of their contact. This history of the
British Isles themselves is in part responsible. The
fraternal difficulties of two neighbors so closely aligned,
but so unequally endowed, can be blamed for much of
the trouble. The imperialist tendencies of the English
themselves, tendencies that created an empire that
embodied the best and worst of humanity, alienated
them from not only the Irish, but the Scots and Welsh
too. However, the British also extended that colonial
duality to other great societies of the world, India not
least among them, without the same enduring suspicion
and hostility. There is certainly something much more
than the sum of its parts in this curious combination of
love and loathing that characterizes the Anglo-Irish
relationship. The Partition of Ireland and the Troubles:
The History of Northern Ireland from the Irish Civil War to
the Good Friday Agreement analyzes the tumultuous
events that marked the creation of Northern Ireland, and
the conflicts fueled by the partition. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn
about Northern Ireland like never before.
It was hot at Padachina even for a summer day. In this
village were many houses, but not a soul could be seen
anywhere. The bazaar was full of shops and the lanes
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were lined with
built
either of brick or of mud.
Every house was quiet. The shops were closed, and no
one knew where the shopkeepers had gone. Even the
street beggars were absent. The weavers wove no more.
The merchants had no business. Philanthropic persons
had nothing to give. Teachers closed their schools.
Things had come to such a pass that children were even
afraid to cry. The streets were empty. There were no
bathers in the river. There were no human beings about
the houses, no birds in the trees, no cattle in the
pastures. Jackals and dogs morosely prowled in the
graveyards and in the cremation grounds. One great
house stood in this village. Its colossal pillars could be
seen from a distance. But its doors were closed so tight
that it was almost impossible for even a breath of air to
enter. Within the house a man and his wife sat deeply
absorbed in thought. Mahendra Singh and his wife were
face to face with famine. The year before the harvests
had been below normal. So rice was expensive this year
and people began to suffer. Then during the rainy
season it rained plentifully. The villagers at first looked
upon this as a special mercy of God. Cowherds sang in
joy, and the wives of the peasants began to pester their
husbands for silver ornaments. All of a sudden, God
frowned again. Not a drop of rain fell during the
remaining months of the season. The rice fields dried
into heaps of straw. Here and there a few fields yielded
poor crops, but government agents bought these up for
the army. So people began to starve again. At first they
lived on one meal a day. Soon, even that became
scarce, and they began to go without any food at all. The
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crop was tooOn
scanty,
but the
government revenue
collector sought to advance his personal prestige by
increasing the land revenue by ten per cent. And in dire
misery Bengal shed bitter tears. Beggars increased in
such numbers that charity soon became the most difficult
thing to practise. Then disease began to spread.
Farmers sold their cattle and their ploughs and ate up
the seed grain. Then they sold their homes and farms.
For lack of food they soon took to eating leaves of trees,
then grass and when the grass was gone they ate
weeds. People of certain castes began to eat cats, dogs
and rats.
The definitive study of this troubled region The Northern
Ireland conflict is the most protracted and bitter
campaign of terrorist violence in modern history. Despite
decommissioning and political compromise, violent
incidents are still rife and Unionists and Nationalists are
as segregated as ever. This landmark introduction uses
the latest archival material to chart the history of The
Troubles and examine their legacy. Exploring the effects
of sectarian violence, British intervention, and efforts to
improve community relations, this astute book extends
beyond the usual cliches found elsewhere.

This book introduces readers to the Irish potato
famine, a period when many Irish people were
forced to make a decision: leave their homeland or
starve. Readers will learn about the injustices the
Irish faced in Ireland, as well as the challenges they
faced when they reached the United States. The
book also explains the success the Irish found after
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much hard work, and the legacy they left in America.
Primary sources and vivid photographs illustrate
captivating text to give readers a deep
understanding of the subject. This book is an
excellent supplement to social studies curricula and
will provide a dynamic reading experience.
In the century before the great famine of the late
1840s, the Irish people, and the poor especially,
became increasingly dependent on the potato for
their food. So when potato blight struck, causing the
tubers to rot in the ground, they suffered a grievous
loss. Thus began a catastrophe in which
approximately one million people lost their lives and
many more left Ireland for North America, changing
the country forever. During and after this terrible
human crisis, the British government was bitterly
accused of not averting the disaster or offering
enough aid. Some even believed that the Whig
government's policies were tantamount to genocide
against the Irish population. James Donnelly’s
account looks closely at the political and social
consequences of the great Irish potato famine and
explores the way that natural disasters and
government responses to them can alter the destiny
of nations. 'This is unquestionably the most
comprehensive single account of the Irish
catastrophe...' Professor Peter Gray, Queen's
University, Belfast' ... many historians have written
excellent books about the great Irish famine ...
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Donnelly's is the best and most comprehensive of
them all.' Kerby Miller, Middlebush Professor of
History, University of Missouri, Columbia'James
Donnelly's book is likely to become the classic
account of the Great Famine, and the first port of call
for both students and general readers.' Professor
Peter Gray, Queen's University, Belfast
Eamon de Valera – 'The Long Fellow' – remains a
towering presence whose shadow still falls over Irish
life. The history of Ireland for much of the twentieth
century is the history of de Valera. From the 1916
Rising, the troubled Treaty negotiations and the Civil
War, right through to his retirement after a longer
period in power than any other 20th-century leader,
Eamon de Valera has both defined and divided
Ireland. He was directly responsible for the Irish
Constitution, Fianna Fail (the largest Irish political
party) and the Irish Press Group. He helped create a
political church-state monolith with continuing
implications for Northern Ireland, the social role of
women, the Irish language and the whole concept of
an Irish nation. Many of the challenges he
confronted are still troubling the peace of Ireland and
of Britain, and some of the problems are his legacy.
Tim Pat Coogan's comprehensive study of this
political giant is a major addition to the history of IrishBritish relationships.
The population of Ireland is five million, but 70 million
people worldwide call themselves Irish. Here, Tim
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Pat Coogan travels around the globe to tell their
story. Irish emigration first began in the 12th century
when the Normans invaded Ireland. Cromwell's
terrorist campaign in the 17th century drove many
Irish to France and Spain, while Cromwell deported
many more to the West Indies and Virginia. Millions
left due to the famine and its aftermath between
1845 and 1961. Where did they all go? From the
memory of the wild San Patricios Brigade soldiers
who deserted the American army during the Mexican
War to fight on the side of their fellow Catholics to
Australia's Irish Robin Hood: Ned Kelly, Coogan
brings the vast reaches of the Irish diaspora to life in
this collection of vivid and colourful tales. Rich in
characterization and detail, not to mention the great
Coogan wit, this is an invaluable volume that
belongs on the bookshelf of every Celtophile.
Over one million people died in the Great Famine,
and more than one million more emigrated on the
coffin ships to America and beyond. Drawing on
contemporary eyewitness accounts and diaries, the
book charts the arrival of the potato blight in 1845
and the total destruction of the harvests in 1846
which brought a sense of numbing shock to the
populace. Far from meeting the relief needs of the
poor, the Liberal public works programme was a first
example of how relief policies would themselves lead
to mortality. Workhouses were swamped with
thousands who had subsisted on public works and
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soup kitchens earlier, and who now gathered in
ragged crowds. Unable to cope, workhouse staff
were forced to witness hundreds die where they lay,
outside the walls. The next phase of degradation
was the clearances, or exterminations in popular
parlance which took place on a colossal scale. From
late 1847 an exodus had begun. The Famine slowly
came to an end from late 1849 but the longer term
consequences were to reverberate through future
decades.
When President of the Irish Republic Michael Collins
signed the Anglo-Irish Treaty in December 1921, he
remarked to Lord Birkenhead, 'I may have signed my
actual death warrant.' In August 1922 during the Irish
Civil War, that prophecy came true – Collins was
shot and killed by a fellow Irishman in a shocking
political assassination. So ended the life of the
greatest of all Irish nationalists, but his visions and
legacy lived on. This authorative and comprehensive
biography presents the life of a man who became a
legend in his own lifetime, whose idealistic vigour
and determination were matched only by his political
realism and supreme organisational abilities.
Coogan's biography provides a fascinating insight
into a great political leader, whilst vividly portraying
the political unrest in a divided Ireland, that can help
to shape our understanding of Ireland's recent
tumultuous socio-political history.
Copyright: 0862ae12bdd4fda38ffdd0ad5b0dca58
Page 20/20

Copyright : www.treca.org

