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Grammar, Meaning, and Concepts: A Discourse-Based Approach to English Grammar is a book for language teachers
and learners that focuses on the meanings of grammatical constructions within discourse, rather than on language as
structure governed by rigid rules. This text emphasizes the ways in which users of language construct meaning, express
viewpoints, and depict imageries using the conceptual, meaning-filled categories that underlie all of grammar. Written by
a team of authors with years of experience teaching grammar to future teachers of English, this book puts grammar in the
context of real language and illustrates grammar in use through an abundance of authentic data examples. Each chapter
also provides a variety of activities that focus on grammar, genre, discourse, and meaning, which can be used as they
are or can be adapted for classroom practice. The activities are also designed to raise awareness about discourse,
grammar, and meaning in all facets of everyday life, and can be used as springboards for upper high school,
undergraduate, and graduate level research projects and inquiry-based grammatical analysis. Grammar, Meaning, and
Concepts is an ideal textbook for those in the areas of teacher education, discourse analysis, applied linguistics, second
language teaching, ESL, EFL, and communications who are looking to teach and learn grammar from a dynamic
perspective.
This book contains 15 revised papers originally presented at a symposium at Rosendal, Norway, under the aegis of The
Centre for Advanced Study (CAS) at the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters. The overall theme of the volume is
'internal factors in grammatical change.' The papers focus on fundamental questions in theoretically-based historical
linguistics from a broad perspective. Several of the papers relate to grammaticalization in different ways, but are
generally critical of 'Grammaticalization Theory'. Further papers focus on the causes of syntactic change, pinpointing both
extra-syntactic (exogenous) causes and – more controversially – internally driven (endogenous) causes. The volume is
rounded up by contributions on morphological change 'by itself.' A wide range of languages is covered, including TsovaTush (Nakh-Dagestan), Zoque, and Athapaskan languages, in addition to Indo-European languages, both the more
familiar ones and some less well-studied varieties.
The volume presents new insights into two basic theoretical issues hotly debated in recent work on grammaticalization
and language contact: grammatical replication and grammatical borrowability. The key issues are: How can grammatical
replication be distinguished from other, superficially similar processes of contact-induced linguistic change, and under
what conditions does it take place? Are there grammatical morphemes or constructions that are more easily borrowed
than others, and how can language contact account for areal biases in the borrowing (vs. calquing) of grammatical
formatives? The book is a major contribution to the ongoing theoretical discussion concerning the relationship between
grammaticalization and language contact on a broad empirical basis.
The Grammar of the English Tense System forms the first volume of a four-volume set, The Grammar of the English
Verb Phrase. The other volumes, to appear over the next few years, will deal with mood and modality, aspect and voice.
The book aims to provide a grammar of tense which can be used both as an advanced reference grammar (for example
by MA-level or postgraduate students of English or linguistics) and as a scientific study which can act as a basis for and
stimulus to further research. It provides not only a wealth of data but also a unique framework for the study of the English
tense system, which achieves great predictive and explanatory power on the basis of a limited number of relatively
simple rules. The framework provided allows for an analysis of the semantics of individual tenses which reflects the role
of tenses not only in locating situations in time relative to speech time but also in relating situations in time relative to one
another to form temporally coherent discourse. Attention is paid to the relations between tenses. On the one hand, we
can identify sets of tenses linked to particular temporal areas such as the past or the future. These sets of tenses provide
for the expression of a system of temporal relations in a stretch of discourse in which all the situations are located within
the same temporal area. On the other hand, there are many contexts in which speakers might in theory choose between
two or more tenses to locate a situation (e.g., when we choose between the past tense and the present perfect to locate
a situation before speech time), and the book examines the difference that a choice of one or the other tense may make
within a discourse context. The book moves from a detailed exploration of the meaning and use of individual tenses to a
thorough analysis of the way in which tenses can be seen to function together as sets, and finally to a detailed
examination of tenses in, and tenses interacting with, temporal adverbials. Original data is used frequently throughout the
book to illustrate the theory discussed.
The studies in this volume approach English grammatical patterns in novel ways by interrogating corpora, focusing on
patterns in the verb phrase (tense, aspect and modality), the noun phrase (intensification and focus marking),
complementation structures and clause combining. Some studies interrogate historical corpora to reconstruct the
diachronic development of patterns such as light verb constructions, verb-particle combinations, the be a-verbing
progressive and absolute constructions. Other studies analyse synchronic datasets to typify the functions in discourse of,
amongst others, tag questions and it-clefts, or to elucidate some long-standing problems in the syntactic analysis of
verbal or adjectival complementation patterns, thanks to the empirical detail only corpora can provide. The volume
documents the practices that have been developed to guarantee optimal representativeness of corpus data, to formulate
definitions of patterns that can be operationalized in extractions, and to build dimensions of variation such as text type
and register into rich grammatical descriptions.
The main function of language is to convey meaning. Therefore, argues Bernd Heine in these pages, the question of why
language is structured the way it is must first of all be answered with reference to this function. Linguistic explanations
offered in terms of other exponents of language structure (for example, syntax) are likely to highlight peripheral or epiphenomenal-rather than central-characteristics of language structure. Heine provides a solid introductory treatment of the
Page 1/5

Get Free The Evolution Of Grammar Tense Aspect And Modality In The Languages Of The World
ways in which language structure (that is, grammar) and language usage can be explained with reference to the
processes underlying human conceptualization and communication. Exploring and area of linguistics that has developed
only recently and is rapidly expanding, Cognitive Foundations of Grammar will appeal to students of linguistics,
psychology, and anthropology, especially those interested in grammaticalization processess.
Of the 6000 languages now spoken throughout the world around 3000 may become extinct during the next century. This
guide gives linguists the tools to describe them, syntactically and grammatically, for future reference.
This book is a description of the present-day structures and diachronic developments of a so far little studied Jukunoid
language spoken in the borderland of Nigeria and Cameroon.
Every language has its peculiar problems of meaning for the foreign learner. In the English language, some of the biggest
yet most fascinating problems are concentrated in the area of the finite verb phrase: in particular, tense, aspect, mood
and modality. Meaning and the English Verb describes these fields in detail for teachers and advanced students of
English as a foreign or second language. This new third edition uses up-to-date examples to show differences and
similarities between American and British english, reflecting a great deal of recent research in this area. It also takes
account of the subtle changes which are taking place in the language today. In print for over 30 years, Meaning and the
English Verb has established itself as a recognised authority on the meaning and use of verb constructions in English.
This updated third edition will ensure that it remains an invaluable text for teachers and students of English worldwide.
Al- c Arabiyya is the annual journal of the American Association of Teachers of Arabic and serves scholars in the United
States and abroad. Al- c Arabiyya includes scholarly articles and reviews that advance the study, research, and teaching
of Arabic language, linguistics, literature, and pedagogy.
This monograph deals with binary features in the evolution of human civilisation and cognition, with a particular focus on
language. Our life is surrounded by various pairs of binary features, and this is termed binarism in this work. Binarism is
pervasive, ranging from nature (biological) to culture (anthropological and archaeological) and, without a doubt, to
language. Binarim serves as a good base for further development, and as a system becomes more complex, binarism is
broken and more complex systems involving third or fourth options emerge. In the case of language, the earliest human
language, as argued here, consisted only of nouns; however, these nouns had a distinction between active and inactive
nouns. The active nouns referred to action or productivity, which later turned into verbs and inactive nouns stayed as
nouns. It was during this period that language became equipped with a base to develop further with a distinction between
noun and verb. This is the onset of various changes towards the complexity of modern languages, essentially,
kaleidoscopic grammar. Various changes in language stem from binarism, and as languages evolve, the pairs such as
noun v. verb are broken and a grammatical system in general becomes more complex. The importance of binarism is not
restricted to language and it is a powerful tool in evolution at different levels. The pervasiveness of binarism is a specific
feature that should not be overlooked in evolution as a whole.
This Handbook is a comprehensive, authoritative, and accessible guide to the topics and theories that current form the
front line of research into tense, aspect, and related areas.
This book addresses recent developments in the study of tense from a cross-paradigm and cross-linguistic point of view.
Leading international scholars explore challenging ideas about tense at the interfaces between semantics and syntax as
well as syntax and morphology. The book is divided into three main subsections: 1) Tense in tenseless languages; 2)
Tense, mood, and modality, and 3) Descriptive approaches to some tense phenonema. Although time is a universal
dimension of the human experience, some languages encode reference to time without any grammatical tense
morphology of the verb. Some of these exceptional “tenseless” languages are investigated in this volume: Kalaallisut,
Paraguayan Guaraní and Movima. Modal verbs are polyfunctional in the sense that they express both tense and
modality. In this volume, an untypical modal is analyzed, a modal analysis of imperatives is argued for, and sentential
mood, which is closely related to modality, is analyzed. It is always interesting to look at the expression of tense in
understudied languages, which is done here for Scottish Gaelic, Austronesian Rukai and German dialects. The volume
can be used for graduate and undergraduate level teaching
Future Times, Future Tenses examines how the future is expressed by means of tense, aspect, and modality across a
wide range of languages, among them French, Polish, Basque, Turkish, and West Greenlandic. From the present point of
view, the future is not fixed: while there is arguably only one past, the future is largely open and/or indeterminate.
Reference to the future has thus become one of the most hotly-debated topics in contemporary linguistics: the
interactions of future tense with future time, and of future tense with the semantics of possible worlds, are crucial to any
satisfactory account of temporal linguistics. This book considers and seeks a resolution to outstanding issues in the field
by uniting linguistic and philosophical perspectives on future reference in natural language. Scholars from different parts
of the world approach these issues from a variety of theoretical perspectives, including those of linguistic typology, formal
semantics, pragmatics, and philosophy of language. In the process they question the very validity of the traditional notion
of a specific marker for future tense. The book shows the close connections between linguistic, logical, metaphysical,
ontological, and epistemological issues concerning the future and reveals the value of linking linguistic considerations of
tense and aspect to philosophical approaches to modality and time.
The Evolution of GrammarTense, Aspect, and Modality in the Languages of the WorldUniversity of Chicago Press
The main function of language is to convey meaning. The question of why language is structured the way it is, Heine
here argues, has therefore to be answered first of all with reference to this function. Linguistic explanations in terms of
other exponents of language structure, e.g. of syntax, are likely to highlight peripheral or epi-phenomenal rather than
central characteristics of language structure. This book uses basic findings on grammaticalization processes to describe
the role of cognitive forces in shaping grammar. It provides students with an introductory treatment of a field of linguistics
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that has developed recently and is rapidly expanding.
This volume features the complete text of the material presented at the Twenty-Fifth Annual Conference of the Cognitive
Science Society. As in previous years, the symposium included an interesting mixture of papers on many topics from
researchers with diverse backgrounds and different goals, presenting a multifaceted view of cognitive science. This
volume includes all papers, posters, and summaries of symposia presented at the leading conference that brings
cognitive scientists together. The theme of this year's conference was the social, cultural, and contextual elements of
cognition, including topics on collaboration, cultural learning, distributed cognition, and interaction.
This volume collects together a selection of the papers presented at the 26th Annual Conference on African Linguistics at
which the topic of African language history and classification was a major focus. A third of the papers included in this
volume relate to this theme. Other areas covered include phonetics and phonology, syntax and semantics and language
planning.
This volume brings together a collection of 18 papers that look into the expression of modality in the grammars of natural
languages, with an emphasis on its manifestations in naturally occurring discourse. Though the individual contributions
reflect a diversity of languages, of synchronic and diachronic foci, and of theoretical orientations — all within the broad
domain of functional linguistics — they nonetheless converge around a number of key issues: the relationship between
'mood' and 'modality'; the delineation of modal categories and their nomenclature; the grounding of modality in interactive
discourse; the elusive category 'irrealis'; and the relationship of modal notions and categories to other categories of
grammar.
The series is a platform for contributions of all kinds to this rapidly developing field. General problems are studied from
the perspective of individual languages, language families, language groups, or language samples. Conclusions are the
result of a deepened study of empirical data. Special emphasis is given to little-known languages, whose analysis may
shed new light on long-standing problems in general linguistics.
Preface -- 1. The semantics of tense, aspect and modality in the languages of the world / Lotte Hogeweg, Helen de Hoop
& Andrej Malchukov -- 2. Incompatible categories: Resolving the 'present perfective paradox' / Andrej L. Malchukov -- 3.
The perfective/imperfective distinction: Coercion or aspectual operators? / Corien Bary -- 4. Lexical and compositional
factors in the aspectual system of Adyghe / Peter M. Arkadiev -- 5. Event structure of non-culminating accomplishments /
Sergei Tatevosov & Mikhail Ivanov -- 6. The grammaticalised use of the Burmese verbs la 'come' and .wà 'go' / Nicoletta
Romeo -- 7. Irrealis in Yurakaré and other languages: On the cross-linguistic consistency of an elusive category / Rik van
Gijn & Sonja Gipper -- 8. On the selection of mood in complement clauses / Rui Marques -- 9. 'Out of control' marking as
circumstantial modality in St'át'imcets / Henry Davis, Lisa Matthewson & Hotze Rullmann -- 10. Modal geometry:
Remarks on the structure of a modal map / Kees de Schepper & Joost Zwarts -- 11. Acquisitive modals / Johan van der
Auwera, Petar Kehayov & Alice Vittrant -- 12. Conflicting constraints on the interpretation of modal auxiliaries / Ad Foolen
& Helen de Hoop -- 13. Modality and context dependence / Fabrice Nauze -- 14. Verbal semantic shifts under negation,
intensionality, and imperfectivity: Russian genitive objects / Barbara H. Partee & Vladimir Borschev -- 15. The Estonian
partitive evidential: Some notes on the semantic parallels between aspect and evidential categories / Anne Tamm -Index.
The so-called Sumerian conjugation prefixes are the most poorly understood and perplexing elements of Sumerian
verbal morphology. Approaching the problem from a functional-typological perspective and basing the analysis upon
semantics, Professor Woods argues that these elements, in their primary function, constitute a system of grammatical
voice, in which the active voice is set against the middle voice. The latter is represented by heavy and light markers that
differ with respect to focus and emphasis. As a system of grammatical voice, the conjugation prefixes provided Sumerian
speakers with a linguistic means of altering the perspective from which events may be viewed, giving speakers a series
of options for better approximating in language the infinitely graded spectrum of human conceptualization and
experience.
The case-studies assembled in these two volumes span a lifetime of research into the diachrony of grammar. That is, into
the rise and fall of syntactic constructions and their attendant grammatical morphology. While focused squarely on the
data, the studies are nonetheless cast in an explicit theoretical perspective – adaptive, developmental, variationist. Taken
as a whole, this work constitutes a frontal assault on Ferdinand de Saussure's corrosive legacy in linguistics. Over the
years, reviewers slapped the author's wrist periodically for having dared to commit that most heinous of sins against de
Saussure's hallowed legacy – panchronic grammar. In this work he pleads guilty, having never seen a piece of
synchronic data that didn't reek, to high heaven, of the diachrony that gave it rise. Reek in two distinct ways: first with the
frozen relics of the past that prompt us to reconstruct prior diachronic states; and second with the synchronic variation
that hints at ongoing change. Conversely, the author confesses to having never seen a diachronic explanation that did
not hinge on the synchronic principles – Carnap's general propositions – that govern language behavior. The synchrony
and diachrony of grammar are twin faces of the same coin. To study one without the other is to gut both. By
understanding how synchronic grammars come into being we also understand the cognitive, communicative, neurological
and developmental universals that constrain diachronic change – and through it synchronic typology.
Features new and groundbreaking research on recent changes in the English verb phrase.
Provides a dynamic network model of grammar that explains how linguistic structure is shaped by language use.
This book brings together a series of contributions to the study of grammaticalization of tense, aspect, and modality from a functional
perspective. All contributions share the aim to uncover the functional motivations behind the processes of grammaticalization under
discussion, but they do so from different points of view.
This is the first description of Goemai, a West Chadic language of Nigeria. Goemai is spoken in a language contact area, and this contact has
shaped Goemai grammar to the extent that it can be considered a fairly untypical Chadic language. The grammar presents the structure of
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the present-day language, relates it to its diachronic sources, and adds a semantic perspective to the description.
The contributions to this volume apply and extend the techniques of corpus linguistics and diachronic linguistics to the challenge of describing
and explaining grammatical change in varieties of English world-wide. The book is divided into two parts, with ten chapters on ‘Inner Circle’
varieties such as Australian, Canadian, and Irish English, and eight on ‘Outer Circle’ varieties such as Philippine, Indian, and Nigerian
English. Contributors examine a range of topics including the progressive aspect, modal auxiliaries, do-support, verb morphology, and
quotatives, using a wide variety of corpus resources. Overarching research questions addressed include the following: Do diachronic
tendencies observed in a particular variety converge with, diverge from, or run in parallel with, those in the parent variety? What are the
possible causes of changes observed (e.g. English teaching traditions, Americanisation, internal changes in registers)? This book will appeal
to linguists, particularly those interested in grammatical description, corpus linguistics and World Englishes.
New Perspectives on Historical Latin Syntax: Constituent Syntax (Adverbial Phrases, Adverbs, Mood, Tense) is the second of four volumes
dealing with the long-term evolution of Latin syntax, roughly from the 4th century BCE up to the 6th century CE. This volume, along with
Volume 3, comprises chapters dealing with structure and evolution of syntactic phenomena below the level of the sentence. Topics treated in
this volume include adverbs, adverbial phrases, mood/modality and tense/aspect. Chapters are distinguished by their depth of treatment,
clear style and ample illustration with original citations. Their readability is enhanced by the non-technical presentation which characterizes all
volumes in the set. Key features first publication to investigates the long-term syntactic history of Latin generally accessible to linguists and
non-linguists theoretically coherent, formulated in functional-typological terms does not require reading fluency in Latin, since all examples
are translated into English
Joan Bybee and her colleagues present a new theory of the evolution of grammar that links structure and meaning in a way that directly
challenges most contemporary versions of generative grammar. This study focuses on the use and meaning of grammatical markers of
tense, aspect, and modality and identifies a universal set of grammatical categories. The authors demonstrate that the semantic content of
these categories evolves gradually and that this process of evolution is strikingly similar across unrelated languages. Through a survey of
seventy-six languages in twenty-five different phyla, the authors show that the same paths of change occur universally and that movement
along these paths is in one direction only. This analysis reveals that lexical substance evolves into grammatical substance through various
mechanisms of change, such as metaphorical extension and the conventionalization of implicature. Grammaticization is always accompanied
by an increase in frequency of the grammatical marker, providing clear evidence that language use is a major factor in the evolution of
synchronic language states. The Evolution of Grammar has important implications for the development of language and for the study of
cognitive processes in general.
Nyakyusa is an underdescribed Bantu language spoken by around 800.000 speakers in the Mbeya Region of Tanzania. This book provides a
detailled description of the verb in this language. The topics covered include the complex morphophonological and morphological processes
as well as verb-to-verb derivation, copula verbs and grammaticalized verbs of motion. The main body of the book consists of a detailed
description of tense, aspect and modality constructions, which includes not only an in-depth discussion of their sentence level semantics, but
also of their patterns of employment in discourse.
From the refinement of general methodology, to new insights of synchronic and diachronic universals, to studies of specific phenomena, this
collection demonstrates the crucial role that language data play in the evolution of useful, accurate linguistic theories. Issues addressed
include the determination of meaning in typological studies; a refined understanding of diachronic processes by including intentional, social,
statistical, and level-determined phenomena; the reconsideration of categories such as sentence, evidential or adposition, and structures
such as compounds or polysynthesis; the tension between formal simplicity and functional clarity; the inclusion of unusual systems in
theoretical debates; and fresh approaches to Chinese classifiers, possession in Oceanic languages, and English aspect. This is a careful
selection of papers presented at the International Symposium on Linguistic Diversity and Language Theories in Boulder, Colorado. The
purpose of the Symposium was to confront fundamental issues in language structure and change with the rich variation of forms and
functions observed across languages.
Based on a rich set of historical data, this book traces the development of pragmatic markers in English, from hw't in Old English and whilom
in Middle English to whatever and I'm just saying in present-day English. Laurel J. Brinton carefully maps the syntactic origins and
development of these forms, and critically examines postulated unilineal pathways, such as from adverb to conjunction to discourse marker,
or from main clause to parenthetical. The book sets case studies within a larger examination of the development of pragmatic markers as
instances of grammaticalization or pragmaticalization. The characteristics of pragmatic markers - as primarily oral, syntactically optional,
sentence-external, grammatically indeterminate elements - are revised in the context of scholarship on pragmatic markers over the last thirty
or more years.
Different components of grammar interact in non-trivial ways. It has been under debate what the actual range of interaction is and how we
can most appropriately represent this in grammatical theory. The volume provides a general overview of various topics in the linguistics of
Romance languages by examining them through the interaction of grammatical components and functions as a state-of-the-art report, but at
the same time as a manual of Romance languages.
Cognitive English Grammar is designed to be used as a textbook in courses of English and general linguistics. It introduces the reader to
cognitive linguistic theory and shows that Cognitive Grammar helps us to gain a better understanding of the grammar of English. The notions
of motivation and meaningfulness are central to the approach adopted in the book. In four major parts comprising 12 chapters, Cognitive
English Grammar integrates recent cognitive approaches into one coherent model, allowing the analysis of the most central constructions of
English. Part I presents the cognitive framework: conceptual and linguistic categories, their combination in situations, the cognitive operations
applied to them, and the organisation of conceptual structures into linguistic constructions. Part II deals with the category of ‘things’ and their
linguistic structuring as nouns and noun phrases. It shows how things are grounded in reality by means of reference, quantified by set and
scalar quantifiers, and qualified by modifiers. Part III describes situations as temporal units of various layers: internally, as types of situations;
and externally, as located relative to the time of speech and grounded in reality or potentiality. Part IV looks at situations as relational units
and their structuring as sentences. Its two chapters are devoted to event schemas and space and metaphorical extensions of
space.Cognitive English Grammar offers a wealth of linguistic data and explanations. The didactic quality is guaranteed by the frequent use
of definitions and examples, a glossary of the terms used, overviews and chapter summaries, suggestions for further reading, and study
questions. For the Key to Study Questions click here.
Written by an international team of experts, this comprehensive volume presents grammatical analyses of individual Bantu languages,
comparative studies of their main phonetic, phonological and grammatical characteristics and overview chapters on their history and
classification. It is estimated that some 300 to 350 million people, or one in three Africans, are Bantu speakers. Van de Velde and Bostoen
bring together their linguistic expertise to produce a volume that builds on Nurse and Philippson’s first edition. The Bantu Languages, 2nd
edition is divided into two parts; part one contains 11 comparative chapters, and Part 2 provides grammar sketches of 12 individual Bantu
languages, some of which were previously undescribed. The grammar sketches follow a general template that allows for easy comparison.
Thoroughly revised and updated to include more language descriptions and the latest comparative insights. New to this edition: • new
chapters on syntax, tone, reconstruction and language contact • twelve new sketch grammars• thoroughly updated chapters on phonetics,
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aspect-tense-mood and classification • exhaustive catalogue of known languages with essential references This unique resource remains the
ideal reference for advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students of Bantu linguistics and languages. It will be of interest to researchers
and anyone with an interest in historical linguistics, linguistic typology and grammatical analysis.
The contributions in this volume cover a wide range of theoretical and methodological issues and raise a number of new questions that
indicate the future direction of grammaticalization studies. The volume focuses on issues such as grammaticalization and lexicalization; the
unidirectionality hypothesis; the issue of the relevance of contexts for grammaticalization; the description of grammaticalization paths. Much
of the current work concentrates on such categories, as discourse markers, honorifics or classifiers, which have not previously been central to
works on grammaticalization. Other studies take a new perspective on known grammaticalization paths by applying concepts adopted from
other linguistic fields, such as prototype theory, morphocentricity, or by discussing their findings from a comparative or typological angle,
presenting data from a large number of languages, often based on extensive empirical investigations of written and spoken text corpora.
A revival of interest in morphology has occurred during recent years. The periodical Yearbook of Morphology, published since 1988, has
proven to be an eminent support for this upswing of morphological research, and has shown that morphology is central to present-day
linguistic theorizing. In the Yearbook of Morphology 2005 a number of important theoretical issues are discussed: the role of inflectional
paradigms in morphological analysis, the differences between words and affixes, and the adequacy of competing models of word structure. In
addition, the role of phonological factors in shaping complex words is discussed. Evidence for particular positions defended in this volume is
taken from a wide variety of languages. This volume is of interest to those working in theoretical, descriptive and historical linguistics,
morphologists, phonologists, computational linguists, and psycholinguists. Beginning with Volume 16 (2006) the Yearbook of Morphology
continues as a journal with the title: Morphology. This is the only journal entirely devoted to the study of linguistic morphology. The journal is
available online as well as in print. Visit the journal at: www.springer.com/11525 or click on the link in the top right hand corner.
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