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The Essential Chuang Tzu
The Chuang Tsu is one of the most important books in Chinese literature and
philosophy. It stands with Confucius (who often appear as a character in its
stories).James Legge's translation is perhaps the most sophisticated and
exacting one in existence. It carries as much as possible of the subtlety and
detail in the original masterwork. Essentially, it is a commentary and extension of
the Dao de Jing/Tao Te Ching, in the same way that Mencius' Analects are an
exploration of Confucius' thought. Written in around 300BCE during the Warring
States period, it is a collection of anecdotes, fables, and stories that re as silly
and funny as they are deep and thought provoking.Illustrated with historical
drawings and paintings of Zhuangzi's adventures with Confucius, and illustrating
tales in the book.
Some call it "seeing," some call it "knowing," and some describe it in religious
terms. Whatever the name, it is our reach for a new level of consciousness. Of
the many forms this search has taken, perhaps the most intriguing is Zen.
Growing out of the wisdom of China, India, and Japan, Zen became a powerful
movement to explore the lesser-known reaches of the human mind. Today Zen
has come westward, where we are rediscovering modern significance in its
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ancient insights. This book is an attempt to encounter Zen in its purest form, by
returning to the greatest Zen masters.
THOMAS CLEARY is the pre-eminent translator of Buddhist and Taoist texts,
including 'The Essential Tao', 'The Essential Confucius', 'The Secret of the
Golden Flower', and the best-selling 'The Art of War'. "For Muslims the whole of
the Qur'an is
Lao-tzu, the legendary sage of ancient China, is traditionally considered to be the
author of the Tao Te Ching, one of the most popular classics of world literature.
Now Lao-tzu's further teachings on the Tao, or Way, are presented here in the
first English translation of the Chinese text known as the Wen-tzu. Although
previously ignored by Western scholars, the Wen-tzu has long been revered by
the Chinese as one of the great classics of ancient Taoism. In it, Lao-tzu shows
that the cultivation of simplicity and spontaneity is essential to both the
enlightened individual and the wise leader. This timeless work will appeal to a
broad audience of contemporary readers who have come to consider Lao-tzu's
Tao Te Ching a classic on the art of living.
Thomas Cleary's new translation of two Chinese classics describing the essential
philosophy and practice of Tao, written long ago as maps of the Way: 'Tao Te
Ching' and 'Chuang-tzu'. Cleary's presentation restores the power and mindPage 2/16
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opening distinctive
Having masterfully translated a wide range of ancient Chinese poets and
philosophers, David Hinton is uniquely qualified to offer the definitive
contemporary English version of Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching. Like all of his
translations, Hinton's translation of the Tao Te Ching is mind–opening, presenting
startling new dimensions in this widely–influential text. He shows how Lao Tzu's
spirituality is structured around the generative life–force, for example, and that
this system of thought weaves the human into natural process at the deepest
levels of being, thereby revealing the Tao Te Ching as an originary text in deep
feminist and ecological thought. Lao Tzu's Tao Te Ching is not only the single
most important text ever composed in China, it is probably the most influential
spiritual text in human history. In the past, virtually all translations of this text
have been produced either by sinologists having little poetic facility in English, or
writers having no ability to read the original Chinese. Hinton's fluency in ancient
Chinese and his acclaimed poetic ability provide him the essential qualifications.
Together, they allow a breathtaking new translation that reveals how remarkably
current and even innovative this text is after 2500 years.
A Zen poem is nothing other than an expression of the enlightened mind, a
handful of simple words that disappear beneath the moment of insight to which it
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bears witness. Poetry has been an essential aid to Zen Buddhist practice from
the dawn of Zen—and Zen has also had a profound influence on the secular
poetry of the countries in which it has flourished. Here, two of America’s most
renowned poets and translators provide an overview of Zen poetry from China
and Japan in all its rich variety, from the earliest days to the twentieth century.
Included are works by Lao Tzu, Han Shan, Li Po, Dogen Kigen, Saigyo, Basho,
Chiao Jan, Yuan Mei, Ryokan, and many others. Hamill and Seaton provide
illuminating introductions to the Chinese and Japanese sections that set the
poets and their work in historical and philosophical context. Short biographies of
the poets are also included.
The relationships, both historical and philosophical, among the Zhuangzi’s Inner,
Outer, and Miscellaneous chapters are the subject of ancient and enduring
controversy. Liu marshals linguistic, intertextual, intratextual, and historical
evidence to establish an objectively demonstrable chronology and determine the
philosophical affiliations among the various chapters. This major advance in
Zhuangzi scholarship furnishes indispensable data for all students of the great
Daoist text. In a lengthy afterword, Liu compares his conclusions with those of A.
C. Graham and addresses the relationship between the Zhuangzi and the Laozi.
Enhanced by Stephen Mitchell’s illuminating commentary, the next volume of the
Page 4/16

Read Free The Essential Chuang Tzu
classic manual on the art of living The most widely translated book in world literature
after the Bible, Lao-tzu’s Tao Te Ching, or Book of the Way, is the classic manual on
the art of living. Following the phenomenal success of his own version of the Tao Te
Ching, renowned scholar and translator Stephen Mitchell has composed the innovative
The Second Book of the Tao. Drawn from the work of Lao-tzu’s disciple Chuang-tzu
and Confucius’s grandson Tzussu, The Second Book of the Tao offers Western
readers a path into reality that has nothing to do with Taoism or Buddhism or old or new
alone, but everything to do with truth. Mitchell has selected the freshest, clearest
teachings from these two great students of the Tao and adapted them into versions that
reveal the poetry, depth, and humor of the original texts with a thrilling new power.
Alongside each adaptation, Mitchell includes his own commentary, at once explicating
and complementing the text. This book is a twenty-first-century form of ancient wisdom,
bringing a new, homemade sequel to the Tao Te Ching into the modern world.
Mitchell’s renditions are radiantly lucid; they dig out the vision that’s hiding beneath
the words; they grab the text by the scruff of the neck—by its heart, really—and let its
essential meanings fall out. The book introduces us to a cast of vivid characters, most
of them humble artisans or servants, who show us what it means to be in harmony with
the way things are. Its wisdom provides a psychological and moral acuity as deep as
the Tao Te Ching itself. The Second Book of the Tao is a gift to contemporary readers,
granting us access to our own fundamental wisdom. Mitchell’s meditations and risky
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reimagining of the original texts are brilliant and liberating, not least because they keep
catching us off-guard, opening up the heavens where before we saw a roof. He makes
the ancient teachings at once modern, relevant, and timeless. Listen to a special
podcast with Stephen Mitchell:
The Chuang Tzu has been translated into English numerous times, but never with the
freshness, accessibility, and accuracy of this remarkable rendering. Here the
immediacy of Chuang Tzu's language is restored in a idiom that is both completely
fresh and true to the original text. This unique collaboration between one of America's
premier poet-translators and a leading Chinese scholar presents the so-called "Inner
Chapters" of the text, along with important selections from other chapters thought to
have been written by Chuang Tzu's disciples.
A fresh, modern translation of key selections from this timeless text opens up classic
Taoist beliefs and practices with insightful commentary that highlights how you can live
a more balanced, authentic and joyful life by following Taoist principles.
Generally regarded as one of the foremost works of philosophy in any language, this
important book by a brilliant Chinese philosopher and one of Taoism's founding fathers
has exerted a profound influence on Chinese thought and led to the development of
Zen Buddhism. This new edition contains a number of the most relevant and accessible
selections from that great classic.
A complete guide to the history, philosphy and practice of an ancient Chinese spiritual
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tradition.
More than two millennia ago the famous Chinese general Sun Tzu wrote the classic
work on military strategy, The Art of War. Now, in a new edition of Sun Tzu and the Art
of Business, Mark McNeilly shows how Sun Tzu's strategic principles can be applied to
twenty-first century business. Here are two books in one: McNeilly's synthesis of Sun
Tzu's ideas into six strategic principles for the business executive, plus the text of
Samuel B. Griffith's popular translation of The Art of War. McNeilly explains how to gain
market share without inciting competitive retaliation, how to attack competitors' weak
points, and how to maximize market information for competitive advantage. He
demonstrates the value of speed and preparation in throwing the competition offbalance, employing strategy to beat the competition, and the need for character in
leaders. Lastly, McNeilly presents a practical method to put Sun Tzu's principles into
practice. By using modern examples throughout the book from Google, Zappos,
Amazon, Dyson, Aflac, Singapore Airlines, Best Buy, the NFL, Tata Motors, Starbucks,
and many others, he illustrates how, by following the wisdom of history's most
respected strategist, executives can avoid the pitfalls of management fads and achieve
lasting competitive advantage.
A master translator's beautiful and accessible rendering of the seminal Chinese text In
a radically new translation and interpretation of the I Ching, David Hinton strips this
ancient Chinese masterwork of the usual apparatus and discovers a deeply poetic and
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philosophical text. Teasing out an elegant vision of the cosmos as ever-changing yet
harmonious, Hinton reveals the seed from which Chinese philosophy, poetry, and
painting grew. Although it was and is widely used for divination, theI Ching is also a
book of poetic philosophy, deeply valued by artists and intellectuals, and Hinton's
translation restores it to its original lyrical form. Previous translations have rendered the
I Ching as a divination text full of arcane language and extensive commentary. Though
informative, these versions rarely hint at the work's philosophical heart, let alone its
literary beauty. Here, Hinton translates only the original strata of the text, revealing a
fully formed work of literature in its own right. The result is full of wild imagery, fables,
aphorisms, and stories. Acclaimed for the eloquence of his many translations of ancient
Chinese poetry and philosophy, Hinton has reinvented the I Ching as an exciting
contemporary text at once primal and postmodern.
In this volume, Roth presents an edited version of these notes along with other essays
on the text, philosophy and translation of this beloved Taoist classic. He concludes the
volume with a colophon in which he presents a critique of Graham's textual scholarship
and an attempt to resolve several outstanding text-historical issues. A complete
bibliography of Graham's publications and a detailed index are also included."--BOOK
JACKET.
Genuine Pretending is an innovative and comprehensive new reading of the Zhuangzi that
highlights the critical and therapeutic functions of satire and humor. Hans-Georg Moeller and
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Paul J. D’Ambrosio show how this Daoist classic, contrary to contemporary philosophical
readings, distances itself from the pursuit of authenticity and subverts the dominant
Confucianism of its time through satirical allegories and ironical reflections. With humor and
parody, the Zhuangzi exposes the Confucian demand to commit to socially constructed norms
as pretense and hypocrisy. The Confucian pursuit of sincerity establishes exemplary models
that one is supposed to emulate. In contrast, the Zhuangzi parodies such venerated
representations of wisdom and deconstructs the very notion of sagehood. Instead, it urges a
playful, skillful, and unattached engagement with socially mandated duties and obligations. The
Zhuangzi expounds the Daoist art of what Moeller and D’Ambrosio call “genuine pretending”:
the paradoxical skill of not only surviving but thriving by enacting social roles without being
tricked into submitting to them or letting them define one’s identity. A provocative rereading of
a Chinese philosophical classic, Genuine Pretending also suggests the value of a Daoist
outlook today as a way of seeking existential sanity in an age of mass media’s paradoxical
quest for originality.
Part of the “Longman Library of Primary Sources in Philosophy,” this translation/edition of
Chuang Tzu's works is framed by a pedagogical structure designed to make this important
work of philosophy more accessible and productive for undergraduates.
The definitive guide to understanding Taoism—no matteryour background or faith Lao Tzu's
Tao Te Ching is the second most translated bookin the world, and the practice of religious
Taoism is on the risein China, where adherents currently number in the hundreds ofmillions.
Yet there remains a remarkable lack of reliableinformation about Taoism for curious
westerners. Taoism ForDummies provides comprehensive coverage of Taoism's origins
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inChina's Chou Dynasty, its underlying quietist principles, itsemergence as a major religion,
various interpretation of its coretexts, including both Eastern and Western interpretations,
keyTaoist concepts, and much more. It also provides a fascinatingglimpse of Taoism in
contemporary China. The ideal guide for readers interested in this influentialreligion, as well as
those taking an introductory course on Taoismor Chinese Religion A valuable source of insight
for those with an interest inmodern Chinese culture and beliefs
The Book of Chuang Tzu draws together the stories, tales, jokes and anecdotes that have
gathered around the figure of Chuang Tzu. One of the great founders of Taoism, Chaung Tzu
lived in the fourth century BC and is among the most enjoyable and intriguing personalities in
the whole of Chinese philosophy.
Only by inhabiting Dao (the Way of Nature) and dwelling in its unity can humankind achieve
true happiness and freedom, in both life and death. This is Daoist philosophy’s central tenet,
espoused by the person—or group of people—known as Zhuangzi (369?-286? B.C.E.) in a text
by the same name. To be free, individuals must discard rigid distinctions between good and
bad, right and wrong, and follow a course of action not motivated by gain or striving. When one
ceases to judge events as good or bad, man-made suffering disappears and natural suffering
is embraced as part of life. Zhuangzi elucidates this mystical philosophy through humor,
parable, and anecdote, deploying non sequitur and even nonsense to illuminate a truth beyond
the boundaries of ordinary logic. Boldly imaginative and inventively worded, the Zhuangzi floats
free of its historical period and society, addressing the spiritual nourishment of all people
across time. One of the most justly celebrated texts of the Chinese tradition, the Zhuangzi is
read by thousands of English-language scholars each year, yet only in the Wade-Giles
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romanization. Burton Watson’s pinyin romanization brings the text in line with how Chinese
scholars, and an increasing number of other scholars, read it.
On July 4, 1988, CFL Hall of Famer Terry Evanshen was a happily married father of three with
a successful second career in sales. The day was sunny and hot, and Evanshen was driving
his new Jeep Cherokee, heading home to join his family for a barbecue, when a van running a
stoplight smashed into his vehicle. For two weeks, Evanshen was in a coma, close to death.
His brain had been bashed around inside his skull and starved of oxygen for a crucial few
moments. When he awoke, he did not recognize his wife Lorraine, or his daughters or his
friends. He did not know who he was. Every memory of his life until the accident had been
destroyed, his ability to remember new things wiped out, and his personality largely
annihilated. The football player who had fumbled the ball only three times in his fourteen-year
career now could not catch at all. In The Man Who Lost Himself, June Callwood describes
Evanshen’s slow, difficult struggle to build a sense of who he is. The compelling story she tells
is about how the exceptionally strong love of his wife and daughters (and dog, Rebel) helped
Evanshen through long years of frustration and rage. It’s a story about how the brain works
and the effects of brain damage on personality and identity. It’s a story about how today Terry
Evanshen is managing a third successful career, giving motivational speeches at conventions
and company gatherings, telling his audience how he overcame perhaps the most immense
obstacle anyone could ever face. The Man Who Lost Himself is a fascinating and inspiring and
unflinchingly honest story told by one of Canada’s most skilful and compassionate writers.
Free renderings of selections from the works of Chuang-tz?, taken from various translations.
Bryan Van Norden's new translation of the Mengzi (Mencius) is accurate, philosophically
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nuanced, and fluent. Accompanied by selected passages from the classic commentary of Zhu
Xi--one of the most influential and insightful interpreters of Confucianism--this edition provides
readers with a parallel to the Chinese practice of reading a classic text alongside traditional
commentaries. Also included are an Introduction that situates Mengzi and Zhu Xi in their
intellectual and social contexts; a glossary of names, places and important terms; a selected
bibliography; and an index.

Chuang Tzu (369?-286? BC) was a leading Taoist philosopher. Using parable and
anecdote, allegory and paradox, he set forth in this book the early ideas of what was to
become the Taoist school. This collection includes the seven "inner chapters," three of
the "outer chapters," and one of the "miscellaneous chapters."
-- Burton Watson
This volume is a translation of over two-thirds of the classic Daoist text Zhuangzi
(Chuang Tzu), including the complete Inner Chapters and extensive selections from the
Outer and Miscellaneous Chapters, plus judicious selections from 2000 years of
traditional Chinese commentaries, which provide the reader access to the text as well
as to its reception and interpretation. Brief biographies of the commentators, a
bibliography, a glossary, and an index are also included.
Chinese classic by well known best selling author.
Explores the cosmological and metaphysical thought in the Zhuangzi from the
perspective of nothingness. Zhuangzi and the Becoming of Nothingness offers a radical
rereading of the Daoist classic Zhuangzi by bringing to light the role of nothingness in
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grounding the cosmological and metaphysical aspects of its thought. Through a careful
analysis of the text and its appended commentaries, David Chai reveals not only how
nothingness physically enriches the myriad things of the world, but also why the
Zhuangzi prefers nothingness over being as a means to expound the authentic way of
Dao. Chai weaves together Dao, nothingness, and being in order to reassess the
nature and significance of Daoist philosophy, both within its own historical milieu and for
modern readers interested in applying the principles of Daoism to their own lived
experiences. Chai concludes that nothingness is neither a nihilistic force nor an
existential threat; instead, it is a vital component of Dao’s creative power and the lifepraxis of the sage. “Chai provides an elaborate philosophical meontological
interpretation of the ontology/cosmology found in the Zhuangzi and the implications for
existential practice. It’s a close, careful, but in many respects quite original reading of
the classic that contributes significantly to the field of philosophical Daoist studies.” —
Geir Sigurðsson, author of Confucian Propriety and Ritual Learning: A Philosophical
Interpretation
A delightfully illustrated selection of the great Daoist writings of Zhuangzi by bestselling
cartoonist C. C. Tsai C. C. Tsai is one of Asia’s most popular cartoonists, and his
editions of the Chinese classics have sold more than 40 million copies in over twenty
languages. This volume presents Tsai’s delightful graphic adaptation of the profound
and humorous Daoist writings of Zhuangzi, some of the most popular and influential in
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the history of Asian philosophy and culture. The Way of Nature brings together all of
Tsai’s beguiling cartoon illustrations of the Zhuangzi, which takes its name from its
author. The result is a uniquely accessible and entertaining adaptation of a pillar of
classical Daoism, which has deeply influenced Chinese poetry, landscape painting,
martial arts, and Chan (Zen) Buddhism. Irreverent and inspiring, The Way of Nature
presents the memorable characters, fables, and thought experiments of Zhuangzi like
no other edition, challenging readers to dig beneath conventional assumptions about
self, society, and nature, and pointing to a more natural way of life. Through practical
insights and far-reaching arguments, Zhuangzi shows why returning to the spontaneity
of nature is the only sane response to a world of conflict. A marvelous introduction to a
timeless classic, this book also features an illuminating foreword by Edward
Slingerland. In addition, Zhuangzi’s original Chinese text is artfully presented in narrow
sidebars on each page, enriching the book for readers and students of Chinese without
distracting from the self-contained English-language cartoons. The text is skillfully
translated by Brian Bruya, who also provides an introduction.
"This guide to the spiritual landscape of Taoism not only introduces the important
events in the history of Taoism, the sages who wrote the Taoist texts, and the various
schools of Taoist thinking, but also gives the reader a feel for what it means to practice
Taoism today. A comprehensive bibliography for further study completes this valuable
reference work."
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Revered for millennia in the Chinese spiritual tradition, Chuang Tzu stands alongside
the Tao Te Ching as a founding classic of Taoism. The Inner Chapters are the only
sustained section of this text widely believed to be the work of Chuang Tzu himself,
dating to the fourth century B.C.E. Witty and engaging, spiced with the lyricism of
poetry, Chuang Tzu's Taoist insights are timely and eternal, profoundly concerned with
spiritual ecology. Indeed, the Tao of Chuang Tzu was a wholesale rejection of a humancentered approach. Zen traces its sources back to these Taoist roots ? roots at least as
deep as those provided by Buddhism. But this is an ancient text that yields a
surprisingly modern effect. In bold and startling prose, David Hinton's translation
captures the "zany texture and philosophical abandon" of the original. The Inner
Chapters' fantastical passages — in which even birds and trees teach us what they
know ? offer up a wild menagerie of characters, freewheeling play with language, and
surreal humor. And interwoven with Chuang Tzu's sharp instruction on the Tao are
short-short stories that are often rough and ribald, rich with satire and paradox. On their
deepest level, the Inner Chapters are a meditation on the mysteries of knowledge itself.
"Chuang Tzu's propositions," the translator's introduction reminds us, "seem to be in
constant transformation, for he deploys words and concepts only to free us of words
and concepts." Hinton's vital new translation makes this ancient text from the golden
age of Chinese philosophy come alive for contemporary readers.
In this vivid, contemporary translation, Victor Mair captures the quintessential life and
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spirit of Chuang Tzu while remaining faithful to the original text.
The writings of Chuang Tzu stand alongside the Tao Te Ching as foundational classics
of Taoism. Dating back to the fourth century BC, The Inner Chapters is full of fantastical
tales that both entertain and provide guidance on living a good life--a gigantic fish that
becomes a bird, a cook who never sharpens his blade, a magical being who lives in the
mountains, and more. This new luxury edition is distinguished by insightful commentary
and superb photographs that convey in their wordless beauty the profound wisdom of
Chuang Tzu's text.
Classic writings from the great Zen master in exquisite versions by Thomas Merton, in a
new edition with a preface by His Holiness the Dalai Lama.
The two classics of Chinese philosophy. Together, they form the basic texts of Taoism.
The Essential Chuang TzuShambhala Publications
Brook Ziporyn's carefully crafted, richly annotated translation of the complete writings of
Zhuangzi—including a lucid Introduction, a Glossary of Essential Terms, and a
Bibliography—provides readers with an engaging and provocative deep dive into this
magical work.
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