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The spirit of inquiry is the engine of democracy. The
democratic process is nothing less than citizens
regularly asking what kind of society they want to live
in and whom they want to lead them. But more and
more people are avoiding the whole messy business
of questioning. Americans are instead being trained
to look for ready-made answers, with potentially dire
implications for the health of our society. In this
impassioned new book, Andrea Batista Schlesinger
argues that we’re besieged by cultural forces that
urge us to avoid independent thought and critical
analysis. The media reduces politics to a spectator
sport, focusing on polls and personalities rather than
issues and ideas. Schools teach to standardized
tests—students learn to fill in the bubbles, not open
their minds. “Financial literacy” courses have
replaced civics classes, graduating smart shoppers
rather than informed citizens. Even the Internet
promotes habits that discourage inquiry.
Regurgitating search-engine results becomes a
substitute for genuine research and reflection. Social
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networks promote connection rather than
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engagement. With all the information available
online, over a third of those younger than twenty-five
say they get no news on a typical day, up from 25
percent in 1998. The situation isn’t hopeless. Batista
Schlesinger spotlights individuals and institutions
across the country that are working to renew a
healthy sense of curiosity and skepticism,
particularly in American’s youth. It is, at this point,
an uphill battle but one well worth undertaking. The
Death of “Why?” offers both a penetrating sociocultural critique of our current path and a way
forward for cultivating inquiry and reinvigorating our
democracy.
Today the world is literally at our fingertips. We can
call, text, email, or post our status to friends and
family on the go. We can carry countless games,
music, and apps in our pocket. Yet it's easy to feel
overwhelmed by access to so much information and
exhausted from managing our online relationships
and selves. Craig Detweiler, a nationally known
writer and speaker on media issues, provides
needed Christian perspective on navigating today's
social media culture. He interacts with major
symbols, or "iGods," of our distracted age--Google,
Facebook, Amazon, Apple, Pixar, YouTube, and
Twitter--to investigate the impact of the technologies
and cultural phenomena that drive us. Detweiler
offers a historic look at where we've been and a
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sort out the immediate from the eternal, the digital
from the divine.
At a time when we are reexamining our values,
reeling from the pace of change, witnessing the
clash between good instincts and "pragmatism,"
dealing with the angst of a new millennium, Neil
Postman, one of our most distinguished observers of
contemporary society, provides for us a source of
guidance and inspiration. In Building a Bridge to the
Eighteenth Century he revisits the Enlightenment,
that great flowering of ideas that provided a humane
direction for the future -- ideas that formed our nation
and that we would do well to embrace anew. He
turns our attention to Goethe, Voltaire, Rousseau,
Diderot, Kant, Edward Gibbon, Adam Smith, Thomas
Paine, Jefferson, and Franklin, and to their thenradical thinking about inductive science, religious
and political freedom, popular education, rational
commerce, the nation-state, progress, and
happiness. Postman calls for a future connected to
traditions that provide sane authority and meaningful
purpose -- as opposed to an overreliance on
technology and an increasing disregard for the
lessons of history. And he argues passionately for
specific new guidelines in the education of our
children, with renewed emphasis on developing the
intellect as successfully as we are developing a
computer-driven world. Witty, provocative, and
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Eighteenth Century is Neil Postman's most radical,
and most commonsensical, book yet.
Examines the potential influence of Generation Xers,
who grew up in the greed-is-good 1980s and who
have experienced the economic uncertainty and tech
revolution of the following era, and how the creativity
of that generation may rescue the economy from
ruin. 10,000 first printing.
Thanks to Facebook and Instagram, our younger
selves have been captured and preserved online.
But what happens, Kate Eichhorn asks, when we
can’t leave our most embarrassing moments
behind? Rather than a childhood cut short by a loss
of innocence, the real crisis of the digital age may be
the specter of a childhood that can never be
forgotten.
In 1987, Allan Bloom’s The Closing of the American
Mind was published; a wildly popular book that drew
attention to the shift in American culture away from
the tenants that made America—and
Americans—unique. Bloom focused on a breakdown
in the American curriculum, but many sensed that
the issue affected more than education. The very
essence of what it meant to be an American was
disappearing. That was over twenty years ago. Since
then, the United States has experienced
unprecedented wealth, more youth enrolling in
higher education than ever before, and technology
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dreamed possible. And yet, the state of the
American mind seems to have deteriorated further.
Benjamin Franklin’s “self-made man” has become
a man dependent on the state. Independence has
turned into self-absorption. Liberty has been
curtailed in the defense of multiculturalism. In order
to fully grasp the underpinnings of this shift away
from the self-reliant, well-informed American, editors
Mark Bauerlein and Adam Bellow have brought
together a group of cultural and educational experts
to discuss the root causes of the decline of the
American mind. The writers of these fifteen original
essays include E. D. Hirsch, Nicholas Eberstadt, and
Dennis Prager, as well as Daniel Dreisbach, Gerald
Graff, Richard Arum, Robert Whitaker, David T. Z.
Mindich, Maggie Jackson, Jean Twenge, Jonathan
Kay, Ilya Somin, Steve Wasserman, Greg Lukianoff,
and R. R. Reno. Their essays are compiled into
three main categories: · States of Mind: Indicators of
Intellectual and Cognitive Decline These essays
broach specific mental deficiencies among the
population, including lagging cultural IQ, low Biblical
literacy, poor writing skills, and over-medication. ·
Personal and Cognitive Habits/Interests These
essays turn to specific mental behaviors and
interests, including avoidance of the news, short
attention spans, narcissism, and conspiracy
obsessions. · National Consequences These essays
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examine broader trends affecting populations and
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institutions, including rates of entitlement claims,
voting habits, and a low-performing higher education
system. The State of the American Mind is both an
assessment of our current state as well as a
warning, foretelling what we may yet become. For
anyone interested in the intellectual fate of America,
The State of the American Mind offers an accessible
and critical look at life in America and how our
collective mind is faring.
Previously published as Create Your Own Economy
"Will change the way you think about
thinking."—Daniel H. Pink, author of A Whole New
Mind Renowned behavioral economist and
commentator Tyler Cowen shows that our
supernetworked world is changing the way we
think—and empowering us to thrive in any economic
climate. Whether it is micro-blogging on Twitter or
buying single songs at iTunes, we can now
customize our lives to shape our own specific needs.
In other words, we can create our own economy—and
live smarter, happier, fuller lives. At a time when
apocalyptic thinking has become all too common,
Cowen offers a much-needed Information Age
manifesto that will resonate with readers of Dan
Ariely's Predictably Irrational, Steven Johnson's
Everything Bad is Good for You, and everyone
hungry to understand our potential to withstand, and
even thrive, in any economic climate.
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"Digital Vertigo provides an articulate, measured,
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contrarian voice against a sea of hype about social
media. As an avowed technology optimist, I'm
grateful for Keen who makes me stop and think
before committing myself fully to the social
revolution." —Larry Downes, author of The Killer App
In Digital Vertigo, Andrew Keen presents today's
social media revolution as the most wrenching
cultural transformation since the Industrial
Revolution. Fusing a fast-paced historical narrative
with front-line stories from today's online networking
revolution and critiques of "social" companies like
Groupon, Zynga and LinkedIn, Keen argues that the
social media transformation is weakening,
disorienting and dividing us rather than establishing
the dawn of a new egalitarian and communal age.
The tragic paradox of life in the social media age,
Keen says, is the incompatibility between our
internet longings for community and friendship and
our equally powerful desire for online individual
freedom. By exposing the shallow core of social
networks, Andrew Keen shows us that the more
electronically connected we become, the lonelier and
less powerful we seem to be.
A NATIONAL BESTSELLER A programmer,
musician, and father of virtual reality technology,
Jaron Lanier was a pioneer in digital media, and
among the first to predict the revolutionary changes
it would bring to our commerce and culture. Now,
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lives, he offers this provocative critique of how digital
design is shaping society, for better and for worse.
Informed by Lanier’s experience and expertise as a
computer scientist, You Are Not a Gadget discusses
the technical and cultural problems that have
unwittingly risen from programming choices—such as
the nature of user identity—that were “locked-in” at
the birth of digital media and considers what a future
based on current design philosophies will bring. With
the proliferation of social networks, cloud-based data
storage systems, and Web 2.0 designs that elevate
the “wisdom” of mobs and computer algorithms over
the intelligence and wisdom of individuals, his
message has never been more urgent.
No one has failed to notice that the current
generation of youth is deeply--some would say
totally--involved with digital media. Professors
Howard Gardner and Katie Davis name today's
young people The App Generation, and in this
spellbinding book they explore what it means to be
"app-dependent" versus "app-enabled" and how life
for this generation differs from life before the digital
era. Gardner and Davis are concerned with three
vital areas of adolescent life: identity, intimacy, and
imagination. Through innovative research, including
interviews of young people, focus groups of those
who work with them, and a unique comparison of
youthful artistic productions before and after the
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digital revolution, the authors uncover the drawbacks
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of apps: they may foreclose a sense of identity,
encourage superficial relations with others, and stunt
creative imagination. On the other hand, the benefits
of apps are equally striking: they can promote a
strong sense of identity, allow deep relationships,
and stimulate creativity. The challenge is to venture
beyond the ways that apps are designed to be used,
Gardner and Davis conclude, and they suggest how
the power of apps can be a springboard to greater
creativity and higher aspirations.
The Flickering Mind, by National Magazine Award
winner Todd Oppenheimer, is a landmark account of
the failure of technology to improve our schools and
a call for renewed emphasis on what really works.
American education faces an unusual moment of
crisis. For decades, our schools have been beaten
down by a series of curriculum fads, empty crusades
for reform, and stingy funding. Now education and
political leaders have offered their biggest and most
expensive promise ever—the miracle of computers
and the Internet—at a cost of approximately $70
billion just during the decade of the 1990s. Computer
technology has become so prevalent that it is
transforming nearly every corner of the academic
world, from our efforts to close the gap between rich
and poor, to our hopes for school reform, to our
basic methods of developing the human imagination.
Technology is also recasting the relationships that
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schools strike with the business community,
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changing public beliefs about the demands of
tomorrow’s working world, and reframing the
nation’s systems for researching, testing, and
evaluating achievement. All this change has led to a
culture of the flickering mind, and a generation
teetering between two possible futures. In one,
youngsters have a chance to become confident
masters of the tools of their day, to better address
the problems of tomorrow. Alternatively, they can
become victims of commercial novelties and narrow
measures of ability, underscored by misplaced faith
in standardized testing. At this point, America’s
students can’t even make a fair choice. They are an
increasingly distracted lot. Their ability to reason, to
listen, to feel empathy, is quite literally flickering.
Computers and their attendant technologies did not
cause all these problems, but they are quietly
accelerating them. In this authoritative and
impassioned account of the state of education in
America, Todd Oppenheimer shows why it does not
have to be this way. Oppenheimer visited dozens of
schools nationwide—public and private, urban and
rural—to present the compelling tales that frame this
book. He consulted with experts, read volumes of
studies, and came to strong and persuasive
conclusions: that the essentials of learning have
been gradually forgotten and that they matter much
more than the novelties of technology. He argues
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that every time we computerize a science class or
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shut down a music program to pay for new
hardware, we lose sight of what our priority should
be: “enlightened basics.” Broad in scope and
investigative in treatment, The Flickering Mind will
not only contribute to a vital public conversation
about what our schools can and should be—it will
define the debate.
In lively, mordantly witty prose, Negroponte decodes
the mysteries--and debunks the hype--surrounding
bandwidth, multimedia, virtual reality, and the
Internet, and explains why such touted innovations
as the fax and the CD-ROM are likely to go the way
of the BetaMax. "Succinct and readable. . . . If you
suffer from digital anxiety . . . here is a book that lays
it all out for you."--Newsday.
A provocative analysis of what the author believes to
be the intellectual shortcomings of today's young
adults contends that electronic media originally
developed to enhance the learning capacities of the
current generation has directly contributed to
growing gaps in basic knowledge.
The bestselling author of Pledged returns with a
groundbreaking look at the pressure to achieve
faced by America's teens In Pledged, Alexandra
Robbins followed four college girls to produce a
riveting narrative that read like fiction. Now, in The
Overachievers, Robbins uses the same captivating
style to explore how our high-stakes educational
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culture has spiraled out of control. During the year of
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her ten-year reunion, Robbins goes back to her high
school, where she follows heart-tuggingly likeable
students including "AP" Frank, who grapples with
horrifying parental pressure to succeed; Audrey,
whose panicked perfectionism overshadows her life;
Sam, who worries his years of overachieving will be
wasted if he doesn't attend a name-brand college;
Taylor, whose ambition threatens her popular girl
status; and The Stealth Overachiever, a mystery
junior who flies under the radar. Robbins tackles
teen issues such as intense stress, the student and
teacher cheating epidemic, sports rage, parental
guilt, the black market for study drugs, and a college
admissions process so cutthroat that students are
driven to suicide and depression because of a B.
With a compelling mix of fast-paced narrative and
fascinating investigative journalism, The
Overachievers aims both to calm the admissions
frenzy and to expose its escalating dangers.
We live in a world unimaginable only decades ago: a
domain of backlit screens, instant information, and
vibrant experiences that can outcompete dreary
reality. Our brave new technologies offer incredible
opportunities for work and play. But at what price?
Now renowned neuroscientist Susan
Greenfield—known in the United Kingdom for
challenging entrenched conventional views—brings
together a range of scientific studies, news events,
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and cultural criticism to create an incisive snapshot
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of “the global now.” Disputing the assumption that
our technologies are harmless tools, Greenfield
explores whether incessant exposure to social media
sites, search engines, and videogames is capable of
rewiring our brains, and whether the minds of people
born before and after the advent of the Internet
differ. Stressing the impact on Digital Natives—those
who’ve never known a world without the
Internet—Greenfield exposes how neuronal
networking may be affected by unprecedented
bombardments of audiovisual stimuli, how gaming
can shape a chemical landscape in the brain similar
to that in gambling addicts, how surfing the Net risks
placing a premium on information rather than on
deep knowledge and understanding, and how
excessive use of social networking sites limits the
maturation of empathy and identity. But Mind
Change also delves into the potential benefits of our
digital lifestyle. Sifting through the cocktail of not only
threat but opportunity these technologies afford,
Greenfield explores how gaming enhances vision
and motor control, how touch tablets aid students
with developmental disabilities, and how political
“clicktivism” foments positive change. In a world
where adults spend ten hours a day online, and
where tablets are the common means by which
children learn and play, Mind Change reveals as
never before the complex physiological, social, and
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cultural ramifications of living in the digital age. A
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book that will be to the Internet what An Inconvenient
Truth was to global warming, Mind Change is
provocative, alarming, and a call to action to ensure
a future in which technology fosters—not
frustrates—deep thinking, creativity, and true
fulfillment. Praise for Mind Change “Greenfield’s
application of the mismatch between human and
machine to the brain introduces an important
variation on this pervasive view of technology. . . .
She has a rare talent for explaining science in
accessible prose.”—The Washington Post
“Greenfield’s focus is on bringing to light the
implications of Internet-induced ‘mind change’—as
comparably multifaceted as the issue of climate
change, she argues, and just as
important.”—Chicago Tribune “Mind Change is
exceedingly well organized and hits the right balance
between academic and provocative.”—Booklist “[A]
challenging, stimulating perspective from an
informed neuroscientist on a complex, fast-moving,
hugely consequential field.”—Kirkus Reviews
“[Greenfield] is not just an engaging communicator
but a thoughtful, responsible scientist, and the
arguments she makes are well-supported and
persuasive.”—Mail on Sunday “Greenfield’s
admirable goal to prove an empirical basis for
discussion is . . . an important one.”—Financial Times
“An important presentation of an uncomfortable
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minority position.”—Jaron Lanier, Nature
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As two veteran teachers who have taught thousands
of students, Joe Clement and Matt Miles have seen
firsthand how damaging technology overuse and
misuse has been to our students. Rather than
becoming better problem solvers, kids look to
Google to answer their questions for them. Rather
than deepening students' intellectual curiosity,
educational technology is too often cumbersome and
distracting, causing needless frustration and greatly
extending homework time. Rather than becoming the
great equalizer, electronic devices are widening the
achievement gap. On a mission to educate and
empower parents, Clement and Miles provide many
real-world examples and cite multiple studies
showing how technology use has created a wide
range of cognitive and social deficits in our young
people. They lift the veil on what's really going on at
school: teachers who are powerless to curb cell
phone distractions; zoned-out kids who act helpless
and are unfocused, unprepared, and antisocial;
administrators who are too-easily swayed by the protech "science" sponsored by corporate technology
purveyors. They provide action steps parents can
take to demand change and make a compelling case
for simpler, smarter, more effective forms of teaching
and learning.
From Stupefied Youth to Dangerous Adults Back in 2008,
Mark Bauerlein was a voice crying in the wilderness. As
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for their high-tech future, he pegged them
as the “Dumbest Generation.” Today, their future doesn’t
look so bright, and their present is pretty grim. The twentysomethings who spent their childhoods staring into a screen
are lonely and purposeless, unfulfilled at work and at home.
Many of them are even suicidal. The Dumbest Generation
Grows Up is an urgently needed update on the Millennials,
explaining their not-so-quiet desperation and, more important,
the threat that their ignorance poses to the rest of us. Lacking
skills, knowledge, religion, and a cultural frame of reference,
Millennials are anxiously looking for something to fill the void.
Their mentors have failed them. Unfortunately, they have
turned to politics to plug the hole in their souls. Knowing
nothing about history, they are convinced that it is merely a
catalogue of oppression, inequality, and hatred. Why, they
wonder, has the human race not ended all this injustice
before now? And from the depths of their ignorance rises the
answer: Because they are the first ones to care! All that is
needed is to tear down our inherited civilization and replace it
with their utopian aspirations. For a generation unacquainted
with the constraints of human nature, anything seems
possible. Having diagnosed the malady before most people
realized the patient was sick, Mark Bauerlein surveys the
psychological and social wreckage and warns that we cannot
afford to do this to another generation.
"[Tracing] the intellectual history of computer science, [the
author] puts the DNA of the very idea of 'tech' under the
microscope. Google, Facebook, Apple, and Amazon, he
argues, are breaking laws intended protect intellectual
property and privacy. This is not the path towards freedom
and prosperity, but the total automation and homogenization
of our social, political, and intellectual lives. Today's corporate
giants want access to every facet of our identities and
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shapes a path towards reining them
in."-As the study of literature has extended to cultural contexts,
critics have developed a language all their own. Yet, argues
Mark Bauerlein, scholars of literature today are so unskilled in
pertinent sociohistorical methods that they compensate by
adopting cliches and catchphrases that serve as substitutes
for information and logic. Thus by labeling a set of ideas an
"ideology" they avoid specifying those ideas, or by saying that
someone "essentializes" a concept they convey the air of
decisive refutation. As long as a paper is generously sprinkled
with the right words, clarification is deemed superfluous.
Bauerlein contends that such usages only serve to signal
political commitments, prove membership in subgroups, or
appeal to editors and tenure committees, and that current
textual practices are inadequate to the study of culture and
politics they presume to undertake. His book discusses 23
commonly encountered terms—from "deconstruction" and
"gender" to "problematize" and "rethink"—and offers a
diagnosis of contemporary criticism through their analysis. He
examines the motives behind their usage and the
circumstances under which they arose and tells why they
continue to flourish. A self-styled "handbook of
counterdisciplinary usage," Literary Criticism: An Autopsy
shows how the use of illogical, unsound, or inconsistent terms
has brought about a breakdown in disciplinary focus. It is an
insightful and entertaining work that challenges scholars to
reconsider their choice of words—and to eliminate many from
critical inquiry altogether.
A study of the pragmatism of Emerson, James, and Peirce
and its overlooked relevance for the neopragmatism of
thinkers like Rorty, Cavell, Fish, and others
Argues that homework has little to do with academic success,
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teachers and schools to advocate for
change. Reprint. 30,000 first printing.
“How do we think?” N. Katherine Hayles poses this question
at the beginning of this bracing exploration of the idea that we
think through, with, and alongside media. As the age of print
passes and new technologies appear every day, this
proposition has become far more complicated, particularly for
the traditionally print-based disciplines in the humanities and
qualitative social sciences. With a rift growing between digital
scholarship and its print-based counterpart, Hayles argues for
contemporary technogenesis—the belief that humans and
technics are coevolving—and advocates for what she calls
comparative media studies, a new approach to locating digital
work within print traditions and vice versa. Hayles examines
the evolution of the field from the traditional humanities and
how the digital humanities are changing academic
scholarship, research, teaching, and publication. She goes on
to depict the neurological consequences of working in digital
media, where skimming and scanning, or “hyper reading,”
and analysis through machine algorithms are forms of reading
as valid as close reading once was. Hayles contends that we
must recognize all three types of reading and understand the
limitations and possibilities of each. In addition to illustrating
what a comparative media perspective entails, Hayles
explores the technogenesis spiral in its full complexity. She
considers the effects of early databases such as telegraph
code books and confronts our changing perceptions of time
and space in the digital age, illustrating this through three
innovative digital productions—Steve Tomasula’s electronic
novel, TOC; Steven Hall’s The Raw Shark Texts; and Mark
Z. Danielewski’s Only Revolutions. Deepening our
understanding of the extraordinary transformative powers
digital technologies have placed in the hands of humanists,
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The renowned Internet commentator and author of How to Fix
the Future“expos[es] the greed, egotism and narcissism that
fuels the tech world” (Chicago Tribune). The digital revolution
has contributed to the world in many positive ways, but we
are less aware of the Internet’s deeply negative effects. The
Internet Is Not the Answer, by longtime Internet skeptic
Andrew Keen, offers a comprehensive look at what the
Internet is doing to our lives. The book traces the
technological and economic history of the Internet, from its
founding in the 1960s through the rise of big data companies
to the increasing attempts to monetize almost every human
activity. In this sharp, witty narrative, informed by the work of
other writers, reporters, and academics, as well as his own
research and interviews, Keen shows us the tech world, warts
and all. Startling and important, The Internet Is Not the
Answer is a big-picture look at what the Internet is doing to
our society and an investigation of what we can do to try to
make sure the decisions we are making about the
reconfiguring of our world do not lead to unpleasant,
unforeseen aftershocks. “Andrew Keen has written a very
powerful and daring manifesto questioning whether the
Internet lives up to its own espoused values. He is not an
opponent of Internet culture, he is its conscience, and must
be heard.” —Po Bronson, #1 New York Times–bestselling
author
SELECTED AS A 2008 BEST BUSINESS BOOK OF THE
YEAR BY THE ECONOMIST The Net Generation Has
Arrived. Are you ready for it? Chances are you know a person
between the ages of 11 and 30. You've seen them doing five
things at once: texting friends, downloading music, uploading
videos, watching a movie on a two-inch screen, and doing
who-knows-what on Facebook or MySpace. They're the first
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of a global
phenomenon that's here to stay. The
bottom line is this: If you understand the Net Generation, you
will understand the future. If you're a Baby Boomer or GenXer: This is your field guide. A fascinating inside look at the
Net Generation, Grown Up Digital is inspired by a $4 million
private research study. New York Times bestselling author
Don Tapscott has surveyed more than 11,000 young people.
Instead of a bunch of spoiled “screenagers” with short
attention spans and zero social skills, he discovered a
remarkably bright community which has developed
revolutionary new ways of thinking, interacting, working, and
socializing. Grown Up Digital reveals: How the brain of the
Net Generation processes information Seven ways to attract
and engage young talent in the workforce Seven guidelines
for educators to tap the Net Gen potential Parenting 2.0:
There's no place like the new home Citizen Net: How young
people and the Internet are transforming democracy Today's
young people are using technology in ways you could never
imagine. Instead of passively watching television, the “Net
Geners” are actively participating in the distribution of
entertainment and information. For the first time in history,
youth are the authorities on something really important. And
they're changing every aspect of our society-from the
workplace to the marketplace, from the classroom to the living
room, from the voting booth to the Oval Office. The Digital
Age is here. The Net Generation has arrived. Meet the future.

Death and taxes come later; what seems inevitable
for children is the idea that, after spending the day at
school, they must then complete more academic
assignments at home. The predictable results: stress
and conflict, frustration and exhaustion. Parents
respond by reassuring
themselves that at least the
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In The Homework Myth, nationally known educator
and parenting expert Alfie Kohn systematically
examines the usual defenses of homework--that it
promotes higher achievement, "reinforces" learning,
and teaches study skills and responsibility. None of
these assumptions, he shows, actually passes the
test of research, logic, or experience. So why do we
continue to administer this modern cod liver oil -- or
even demand a larger dose? Kohn's incisive analysis
reveals how a mistrust of children, a set of
misconceptions about learning, and a misguided
focus on competitiveness have all left our kids with
less free time and our families with more conflict.
Pointing to parents who have fought back -- and
schools that have proved educational excellence is
possible without homework -- Kohn shows how we
can rethink what happens during and after school in
order to rescue our families and our children's love of
learning.
Surrounded by possibility but unsure of your
direction? You’re not alone. If you’re in your
twenties, you’re likely feeling the combination of the
excitement of this defining decade and the pressure
to figure out your entire life. The thrill of newfound
independence and opportunity can be quickly
squelched by worry, disillusionment, or
disappointment. Like thousands of other twenty
somethings, you may have experienced what life
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coach and quarter-life expert Christine Hassler calls
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an “Expectation Hangover?.” This manifesto
explores the all-important questions and life choices
of these turbulent yet exciting years. Twenty
somethings may commiserate about the challenges
they face, but few resources offer practical lessons
or suggestions. In these pages, quarter-life men and
women tell their stories, sharing their successes and
failures, along with their frustrations and realizations.
The author’s insightful commentary and “take
away” suggestions provide the tools and skills you
need to create change and direction in your life.
You’ll recognize and articulate your personal goals,
paving the way to what you truly want.
An in-depth analysis of the uncertainty principle, first
introduced by German physicist Werner Heisenberg
in 1927, discusses the birth, evolution, and impact of
this important idea, as well as the clash in
personalities and ideas that it provoked between
Einstein's theories and the new generations of
physicists who espoused quantum theory. Reprint.
20,000 first printing.
Egotistic, self-assured, and largely ignorant of the
world outside of their smartphones and padded
social groups, the Millenials have grown up. But
what have they grown into? The answer shouldn’t
surprise us. In The Dumbest Generation Grows Up,
Mark Bauerlein reveals how an entire generation of
Americans have developed into infantile adults,
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streets, and rejecting the very people who could help
them mature in a desperate bid to create a world
free from callouses and regret. Refreshingly honest,
Bauerline reveals how we birthed the utopian
monster, casting these “digital natives” as pioneers,
padding their egos with endless praises, and
allowing them to abandon books, plug into social
media, and lead America into the 21st century adrift
from the civic responsibility a democratic society
requires. Such a wake-up call is long overdue. Flush
with decades of studies and personal antidotes, The
Dumbest Generation Grows Up argues that
Americans must return to the adult world, or risk
losing true, responsible freedom forever.
Traces how uneducated buffoonery became popular
to the point of representing American culture, and
expresses the author's hope that the nation will
eventually value intellect more than reality television.
From the author team of the discipline's most widely
used literature anthology, this accessible and
instructive guide introduces students to the language
of literary study. Featuring an engaging and
accessible writing style, this supplemental reference
manual for the introductory student has over 400
entries and serves to demystify literature and the
terms, techniques, and analysis tools that literary
scholars use. NEW TO THIS EDITION: Over 25
additional entries, covering more contemporary
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terms (blogging, etc). Selected illustrations
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throughout.
Virginia Heffernan “melds the personal with the
increasingly universal in a highly informative analysis
of what the Internet is—and can be. A thoroughly
engrossing examination of the Internet’s past,
present, and future” (Kirkus Reviews, starred
review) from one of the best living writers of English
prose. This book makes a bold claim: The Internet is
among mankind’s great masterpieces—a massive
work of art. As an idea, it rivals monotheism. But its
cultural potential and its societal impact often elude
us. In this deep and thoughtful book, Virginia
Heffernan reveals the logic and aesthetics behind
the Internet, just as Susan Sontag did for
photography and Marshall McLuhan did for
television. Life online, in the highly visual, social,
portable, and global incarnation rewards certain
virtues. The new medium favors speed, accuracy,
wit, prolificacy, and versatility, and its form and
functions are changing how we perceive,
experience, and understand the world. In
“sumptuous writing, saturated with observations that
are simultaneously personal, cultural, and strikingly
original” (The New Republic), Heffernan presents “a
revealing look at how the Internet continues to
reshape our lives emotionally, visually, and
culturally” (The Smithsonian Magazine). “Magic and
Loss is an illuminating guide to the Internet...it is
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impossible to come away from this book without
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sharing some of Heffernan’s awe for this brave new
world” (The Wall Street Journal).
The Dumbest GenerationHow the Digital Age
Stupefies Young Americans and Jeopardizes Our
Future (or, Don't Trust Anyone Under 30)Tarcher
This shocking, surprisingly entertaining romp into the
intellectual nether regions of today's underthirty set
reveals the disturbing and, ultimately,
incontrovertible truth: cyberculture is turning us into a
society of know-nothings. The Dumbest Generation
is a dire report on the intellectual life of young adults
and a timely warning of its impact on American
democracy and culture. For decades, concern has
been brewing about the dumbed-down popular
culture available to young people and the impact it
has on their futures. But at the dawn of the digital
age, many thought they saw an answer: the internet,
email, blogs, and interactive and hyper-realistic
video games promised to yield a generation of
sharper, more aware, and intellectually sophisticated
children. The terms “information superhighway” and
“knowledge economy” entered the lexicon, and we
assumed that teens would use their knowledge and
understanding of technology to set themselves apart
as the vanguards of this new digital era. That was
the promise. But the enlightenment didn’t happen.
The technology that was supposed to make young
adults more aware, diversify their tastes, and
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effect. According to recent reports from the National
Endowment for the Arts, most young people in the
United States do not read literature, visit museums,
or vote. They cannot explain basic scientific
methods, recount basic American history, name their
local political representatives, or locate Iraq or Israel
on a map. The Dumbest Generation: How the Digital
Age Stupefies Young Americans and Jeopardizes
Our Future is a startling examination of the
intellectual life of young adults and a timely warning
of its impact on American culture and democracy.
Over the last few decades, how we view
adolescence itself has changed, growing from a
pitstop on the road to adulthood to its own space in
society, wholly separate from adult life. This change
in adolescent culture has gone hand in hand with an
insidious infantilization of our culture at large; as
adolescents continue to disengage from the adult
world, they have built their own, acquiring more
spending money, steering classrooms and culture
towards their own needs and interests, and now
using the technology once promoted as the greatest
hope for their futures to indulge in diversions, from
MySpace to multiplayer video games, 24/7. Can a
nation continue to enjoy political and economic
predominance if its citizens refuse to grow up?
Drawing upon exhaustive research, personal
anecdotes, and historical and social analysis, The
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American mind at this critical juncture, and lays out a
compelling vision of how we might address its
deficiencies. The Dumbest Generation pulls no
punches as it reveals the true cost of the digital
age—and our last chance to fix it.
The never-more-necessary return of one of our most
vital and eloquent voices on technology and culture,
the author of the seminal Close to the Machine The
last twenty years have brought us the rise of the
internet, the development of artificial intelligence, the
ubiquity of once unimaginably powerful computers,
and the thorough transformation of our economy and
society. Through it all, Ellen Ullman lived and worked
inside that rising culture of technology, and in Life in
Code she tells the continuing story of the changes it
wrought with a unique, expert perspective. When
Ellen Ullman moved to San Francisco in the early
1970s and went on to become a computer
programmer, she was joining a small, idealistic, and
almost exclusively male cadre that aspired to
genuinely change the world. In 1997 Ullman wrote
Close to the Machine, the now classic and still
definitive account of life as a coder at the birth of
what would be a sweeping technological, cultural,
and financial revolution. Twenty years later, the story
Ullman recounts is neither one of unbridled triumph
nor a nostalgic denial of progress. It is necessarily
the story of digital technology’s loss of innocence as
Page 27/33

Download File PDF The Dumbest Generation How
Digital Age Stupefies Young Americans And
Jeopardizes Our Future Or Dont Trust Anyone
it entered the cultural mainstream, and it is a
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personal reckoning with all that has changed, and so
much that hasn’t. Life in Code is an essential text
toward our understanding of the last twenty
years—and the next twenty.
This definitive work on the perils and promise of the
social- media revolution collects writings by today's
best thinkers and cultural commentators, with an allnew introduction by Bauerlein. Twitter, Facebook, epublishing, blogs, distance-learning and other social
media raise some of the most divisive cultural
questions of our time. Some see the technological
breakthroughs we live with as hopeful and
democratic new steps in education, information
gathering, and human progress. But others are
deeply concerned by the eroding of civility online,
declining reading habits, withering attention spans,
and the treacherous effects of 24/7 peer pressure on
our young. With The Dumbest Generation, Mark
Bauerlein emerged as the foremost voice against the
development of an overwhelming digital social
culture. But The Digital Divide doesn't take sides.
Framing the discussion so that leading voices from
across the spectrum, supporters and detractors
alike, have the opportunity to weigh in on the
profound issues raised by the new media-from
questions of reading skills and attention span, to
cyber-bullying and the digital playground- Bauerlein's
new book takes the debate to a higher ground. The
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Carr, Don Tapscott, Douglas Rushkoff, Maggie
Jackson, Clay Shirky, Todd Gitlin, and many more.
Though these pieces have been previously
published, the organization of The Digital Divide
gives them freshness and new relevancy, making
them part of a single document readers can use to
truly get a handle on online privacy, the perils of a
plugged-in childhood, and other technology-related
hot topics. Rather than dividing the book into "pro"
and "con" sections, the essays are arranged by
subject-"The Brain, the Senses," "Learning in and
out of the Classroom," "Social and Personal Life,"
"The Millennials," "The Fate of Culture," and "The
Human (and Political) Impact." Bauerlein
incorporates a short headnote and a capsule bio
about each contributor, as well as relevant
contextual information about the source of the
selection. Bauerlein also provides a new introduction
that traces the development of the debate, from the
initial Digital Age zeal, to a wave of skepticism, and
to a third stage of reflection that wavers between
criticism and endorsement. Enthusiasms for the
Digital Age has cooled with the passage of time and
the piling up of real-life examples that prove the risks
of an online-focused culture. However, there is still
much debate, comprising thousands of
commentaries and hundreds of books, about how
these technologies are rewriting our futures. Now,
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finally cut through the clamor, read the the very best
writings from each side of The Digital Divide, and
make more informed decisions about the presence
and place of technology in their lives.
“Irresistible is a fascinating and much needed
exploration of one of the most troubling phenomena
of modern times.” —Malcolm Gladwell, author of New
York Times bestsellers David and Goliath and
Outliers “One of the most mesmerizing and
important books I’ve read in quite some time. Alter
brilliantly illuminates the new obsessions that are
controlling our lives and offers the tools we need to
rescue our businesses, our families, and our sanity.”
—Adam Grant, New York Times bestselling author of
Originals and Give and Take Welcome to the age of
behavioral addiction—an age in which half of the
American population is addicted to at least one
behavior. We obsess over our emails, Instagram
likes, and Facebook feeds; we binge on TV episodes
and YouTube videos; we work longer hours each
year; and we spend an average of three hours each
day using our smartphones. Half of us would rather
suffer a broken bone than a broken phone, and
Millennial kids spend so much time in front of
screens that they struggle to interact with real, live
humans. In this revolutionary book, Adam Alter, a
professor of psychology and marketing at NYU,
tracks the rise of behavioral addiction, and explains
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why so many of today's products are irresistible.
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Though these miraculous products melt the miles
that separate people across the globe, their
extraordinary and sometimes damaging magnetism
is no accident. The companies that design these
products tweak them over time until they become
almost impossible to resist. By reverse engineering
behavioral addiction, Alter explains how we can
harness addictive products for the good—to improve
how we communicate with each other, spend and
save our money, and set boundaries between work
and play—and how we can mitigate their most
damaging effects on our well-being, and the health
and happiness of our children. Adam Alter's previous
book, Drunk Tank Pink: And Other Unexpected
Forces that Shape How We Think, Feel, and Behave
is available in paperback from Penguin.
"The essays in this collection offer a timely
intervention in digital humanities scholarship,
bringing together established and emerging scholars
from a variety of humanities disciplines across the
world. The first section offers views on the practical
realities of teaching digital humanities at
undergraduate and graduate levels, presenting case
studies and snapshots of the authors' experiences
alongside models for future courses and reflections
on pedagogical successes and failures. The next
section proposes strategies for teaching foundational
digital humanities methods across a variety of
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wider debates about the place of digital humanities
in the academy, from the field's cultural assumptions
and social obligations to its political visions." (4e de
couverture).
Critics often warn that American schools are failing,
and that our students are ill-prepared for the
challenges the future holds, and may even be "the
dumbest generation." We can think of these claims
as warning about a Stupidity Epidemic. This essay
begins by tracing the history of the idea of that
American students, teachers, and schools are
somehow getting worse; the record shows that critics
have been issuing such warnings for more than 150
years. It then examines four sets of data that speak
to whether educational deterioration is taking place.
First, data on educational attainment show a clear
trend: more students are getting more education.
Second, standardized test scores suggest that
American students are performing somewhat better;
certainly most test scores do not indicate that
students are getting worse. Third, measures of
popular knowledge also show evidence of
improvement. Fourth, there is clear evidence that IQ
scores have been rising. In other words, the best
available evidence fails to support claims about a
Stupidity Epidemic. The essay then turns to
exploring several reasons why belief in educational
decline is so common, and concludes by suggesting
Page 32/33

Download File PDF The Dumbest Generation How
Digital Age Stupefies Young Americans And
Jeopardizes Our Future Or Dont Trust Anyone
some more useful ways to think about educational
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problems. The goal of this new, unique Series is to
offer readable, teachable "thinking frames" on
today’s social problems and social issues by leading
scholars, all in short 60 page or shorter formats, and
available for view on http://routledge.customgateway
.com/routledge-social-issues.html For instructors
teaching a wide range of courses in the social
sciences, the Routledge Social Issues Collection
now offers the best of both worlds: originally written
short texts that provide "overviews" to important
social issues as well as teachable excerpts from
larger works previously published by Routledge and
other presses.
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