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It is common knowledge that, in rich societies, the poor have worse health and suffer more from almost every social problem. This
book explains why inequality is the most serious problem societies face today.
The Creation of InequalityHow Our Prehistoric Ancestors Set the Stage for Monarchy, Slavery, and EmpireHarvard University
Press
"Argues that America's strong and sizable middle class is actually embedded in the framework of the nation's government and its
founding document and discusses the necessity of taking equality-establishing measures, "--NoveList.
Within and among nations, rising levels of social inequality threaten our collective future. Currently, upwards of 80% of people’s
life chances are determined by factors over which they have absolutely no control. Social inequality threatens the democratic
project because it destroys the trust on which governments depend, and it gives rise to corrupt political and economic institutions.
How can we get out of the traps we have created for ourselves? We need to reboot capitalism. Drawing on diverse examples from
a range of countries, McNall explains the social, economic, and ecological traps we have set for ourselves and develops a set of
rules of resilience that are necessary conditions for the creation and maintenance of democratic societies, and a set of rules
essential for creating a sustainable future.
"Field-defining research that will set the standard for understanding inequality in archaeological contexts"--Provided by publisher.
Despite the vast expansion of global markets during the last half of the twentieth century, social science still most often examines
and measures inequality and social mobility within individual nations rather than across national boundaries. Every country has
both rich and poor populations making demands—via institutions, political processes, or even conflict—on how their resources will
be distributed. But shifts in inequality in one country can precipitate accompanying shifts in another. Unveiling Inequality authors
Roberto Patricio Korzeniewicz and Timothy Patrick Moran make the case that within-country analyses alone have not adequately
illuminated our understanding of global stratification. The authors present a comprehensive new framework that moves beyond
national boundaries to analyze economic inequality and social mobility on a global scale and from a historical perspective.
Assembling data on patterns of inequality in more than ninety-six countries, Unveiling Inequality reframes the relationship between
globalization and inequality within and between nations. Korzeniewicz and Moran first examine two different historical
patterns—“High Inequality Equilibrium” and “Low Inequality Equilibrium”—and question whether increasing equality, democracy,
and economic growth are inextricably linked as nations modernize. Inequality is best understood as a complex set of relational
interactions that unfold globally over time. So the same institutional mechanisms that have historically reduced inequality within
some nations have also often accentuated the selective exclusion of populations from poorer countries and enhanced high
inequality equilibrium between nations. National identity and citizenship are the fundamental contemporary bases of stratification
and inequality in the world, the authors conclude. Drawing on these insights, the book recasts patterns of mobility within global
stratification. The authors detail the three principal paths available for social mobility from a global perspective: within-country
mobility, mobility through national economic growth, and mobility through migration. Korzeniewicz and Moran provide strong
evidence that the nation where we are born is the single greatest deter-mining factor of how we will live. Too much sociological
literature on inequality focuses on the plight of “have-nots” in wealthy nations who have more opportunity for social mobility than
even the average individual in nations perennially at the bottom of the wealth distribution scale. Unveiling Inequality represents a
major paradigm shift in thinking about social inequality and a clarion call to reorient discussions of economic justice in worldhistorical global terms.
Succinct, accessible, and authoritative, Thomas Piketty’s The Economics of Inequality is the ideal place to start for those who
want to understand the fundamental issues at the heart of one the most pressing concerns in contemporary economics and
politics. This work now appears in English for the first time.
Deep Inequality looks behind statistics to understand not only wealth inequality but also rising disparities in other elements of
life—from education to the media. The authors argue that inequality has become so pervasive that it is the new normal. This book
explains the changing landscape of inequality to help readers see society in a new way.
A leading economist at the World Bank's research division traces the history of financial inequality as reflected in famous stories,
analyzing such examples as the monetary disparities between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy and the assets of wealthy ancient
Romans compared to today's super-rich.
Inequality is the crisis of our time. The growing gap between a few at the top and the rest of society damages us all. No longer
able to deny the crisis, every government in the world is now pledged to fix it – and yet it keeps on getting worse. In this book,
international anti-inequality campaigner Ben Phillips shows why winning the debate is not enough: we have to win the fight.
Drawing on his insider experience, and his personal exchanges with the real-life heroes of successful movements, he shows how
the battle against inequality has been won before, and he shares a practical plan for defeating inequality again. He sets a route
map for us to overcome deference, build our collective power, and create a new story. Most books on inequality are about what
other people ought to do about it – this book is about why winning the fight needs you. Tired of feeling helpless in the face of
spiralling inequality? Want to know what you can do about it? This is the book for you.
This book presents multidisciplinary analyses of the historical trajectories of social and economic inequalities in Brazil over the last
50 years. As one of the most unequal countries in the world, Brazil has always been an important case study for scholars
interested in inequality research, but in the last few decades has brought a new phenomenon to renew researchers’ interest in the
country. While the majority of democracies in the developed world have witnessed an increase in income inequality from the 1970s
on, Brazil has followed the opposite path, registering a significant reduction of income inequality over the last 30 years. Bringing
together studies carried out by experts from different areas, such as economists, sociologists, demographers and political
scientists, this volume presents insights based on rigorous analyses of statistical data in an effort to explain the long term changes
in social and economic inequalities in Brazil. The book adopts a multidisciplinary approach, analyzing the relations between
income inequality and different dimensions of social life, such as education, health, political participation, public policies,
demographics and labor market. All of this makes Paths of Inequality in Brazil – A Half-Century of Change a very valuable
resource for social scientists interested in inequality research in general, and especially for sociologists, political scientists and
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economists interested in the social and economic changes that Brazil went through over the last two decades.
Rousseau first exposes in Discourse on the Origin of Inequality his conception of a human state of nature, presented as a
philosophical fiction and of human perfectibility, an early idea of progress. He then explains the way, according to him, people may
have established civil society, which leads him to present private property as the original source and basis of all inequality. JeanJacques Rousseau (1712 – 1778) was a Genevan philosopher, writer, and composer of the 18th century, mainly active in France.
His political philosophy influenced the Enlightenment across Europe, as well as aspects of the French Revolution and the overall
development of modern political and educational thought.
The epic successor to one of the most important books of the century: at once a retelling of global history, a scathing critique of
contemporary politics, and a bold proposal for a new and fairer economic system. Thomas Piketty’s bestselling Capital in the
Twenty-First Century galvanized global debate about inequality. In this audacious follow-up, Piketty challenges us to revolutionize
how we think about politics, ideology, and history. He exposes the ideas that have sustained inequality for the past millennium,
reveals why the shallow politics of right and left are failing us today, and outlines the structure of a fairer economic system. Our
economy, Piketty observes, is not a natural fact. Markets, profits, and capital are all historical constructs that depend on choices.
Piketty explores the material and ideological interactions of conflicting social groups that have given us slavery, serfdom,
colonialism, communism, and hypercapitalism, shaping the lives of billions. He concludes that the great driver of human progress
over the centuries has been the struggle for equality and education and not, as often argued, the assertion of property rights or the
pursuit of stability. The new era of extreme inequality that has derailed that progress since the 1980s, he shows, is partly a
reaction against communism, but it is also the fruit of ignorance, intellectual specialization, and our drift toward the dead-end
politics of identity. Once we understand this, we can begin to envision a more balanced approach to economics and politics.
Piketty argues for a new “participatory” socialism, a system founded on an ideology of equality, social property, education, and the
sharing of knowledge and power. Capital and Ideology is destined to be one of the indispensable books of our time, a work that
will not only help us understand the world, but that will change it.
Since the early days of the American republic, political thinkers have maintained that a grossly unequal division of property,
wealth, and power would lead to the erosion of democratic life. Yet over the past thirty-five years, neoconservatives and
neoliberals alike have redrawn the tenets of American liberalism. Nowhere is this more evident than in our current mainstream
political discourse, in which the politics of economic inequality are rarely discussed. In this impassioned book, Michael J.
Thompson reaches back into America's rich intellectual history to reclaim the politics of inequality from the distortion of recent
American conservatism. He begins by tracing the development of the idea of economic inequality as it has been conceived by
political thinkers throughout American history. Then he considers the change in ideas and values that have led to the acceptance
and occasional legitimization of economic divisions. Thompson argues that American liberalism has made a profound departure
from its original practice of egalitarian critique. It has all but abandoned its antihierarchical and antiaristocratic discourse. Only by
resuscitating this tradition can democracy again become meaningful to Americans. The intellectuals who pioneered egalitarian
thinking in America believed political and social relations should be free from all forms of domination, servitude, and dependency.
They wished to expose the antidemocratic character of economic life under capitalism and hoped to prevent the kind of
inequalities that compromise human dignity and freedom-the core principles of early American politics. In their wisdom is a much
broader, more compelling view of democratic life and community than we have today, and with this book, Thompson eloquently
and adamantly fights to recover this crucial strand of political thought. In this impassioned book, Michael J. Thompson reaches
back into America's rich intellectual history to reclaim the politics of inequality from the distortion of recent American conservatism.
He begins by tracing the development of the idea of economic inequality as it has been conceived by political thinkers throughout
American history. Then he considers the change in ideas and values that have led to the acceptance and occasional legitimization
of economic divisions. Thompson argues that American liberalism has made a profound departure from its original practice of
egalitarian critique; it has all but abandoned its antihierarchical and antiaristocratic discourse. Only by resuscitating this tradition
can democracy again become meaningful to Americans. The intellectuals who pioneered egalitarian thinking in America believed
political and social relations should be free from all forms of domination, servitude, and dependency. They wished to expose the
antidemocratic character of economic life under capitalism and hoped to prevent the kind of inequalities that compromise human
dignity and freedom--the core principles of early American politics. In their wisdom is a much broader, more compelling view of
democratic life and community than we have today, and with this book, Thompson eloquently and adamantly fights to recover this
crucial strand of political thought.
Given the burgeoning number of diverse students in our nation’s schools, coupled with the potentially negative outcomes and
wasted resources associated with the misidentification of students for special education and excessive use of exclusionary
discipline for specific subgroups of students, it is imperative that educational professionals understand and address the
implications arising from disproportionality for children both with and without disabilities. This text contributes unique perspectives
and up-to-date information, including advances and research that have emerged since the last of the extant books was published.
Presented in three sections, the first considers disproportionality in special education identification, with chapters examining
overrepresentation by ethnicity, gender, and language. The second section addresses disproportionality in discipline, specifically
focusing on inequalities in school disciplinary actions and juvenile justice decisions based on ethnicity and gender. The final
section provides readers with approaches for addressing disproportionality and creating more equitable learning environments
now and in the future. The text encourages bidirectional and evolving relationships between the topics examined in each chapter
with the historical framework presented. Because of the comprehensive nature of the topics covered in the book, it is an ideal “onestop” reference for readers aiming to acquire a broad understanding of the key issues related to the topic. The book will appeal to
a range of potential readers, including university students and practitioners in the fields of education, psychology, sociology,
gender studies, ethnic studies, and criminal justice as well as lay-readers interested in issues of equality and/or education.
The year 2016 was the hottest year on record and the third consecutive record-breaking year in planet temperatures. The following
year was the hottest in a non-El Nino year. Of the seventeen hottest years ever recorded, sixteen have occurred since 2000,
indicating the trend in climate change is toward an ever warmer Earth. However, climate change does not occur in a social
vacuum; it reflects relations between social groups and forces us to contemplate the ways in which we think about and engage
with the environment and each other. Employing the experience-near anthropological lens to consider human social life in an
environmental context, this book examines the fateful global intersection of ongoing climate change and widening social inequality.
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Over the course of the volume, Singer argues that the social and economic precarity of poorer populations and communities—from
villagers to the urban disadvantaged in both the global North and global South—is exacerbated by climate change, putting some
people at considerably enhanced risk compared to their wealthier counterparts. Moreover, the book adopts and supports the
argument that the key driver of global climatic and environmental change is the global economy controlled primarily by the world’s
upper class, which profits from a ceaseless engine of increased production for national middle classes who have been converted
into constant consumers. Drawing on case studies from Alaska, Ecuador, Bangladesh, Haiti and Mali, Climate Change and Social
Inequality will be of great interest to students and scholars of climate change and climate science, environmental anthropology,
medical ecology and the anthropology of global health.

This work is an anlaysis of economic relations in South Africa. It analyses the work of numerous historians on inequality
and exploitation in South Africa around a single theme: the systematic and progressive economic exploitation of
indigenous people by settler groups. Second, the author argues that, despite South Africa's transition to democracy, its
society is as unequal - if not more so - than before.
Indebtedness, like inequality, has become a ubiquitous condition in the United States. Yet few have probed American
cities’ dependence on municipal debt or how the terms of municipal finance structure racial privileges, entrench spatial
neglect, elide democratic input, and distribute wealth and power. In this passionate and deeply researched book, Destin
Jenkins shows in vivid detail how, beyond the borrowing decisions of American cities and beneath their quotidian
infrastructure, there lurks a world of politics and finance that is rarely seen, let alone understood. Focusing on San
Francisco, The Bonds of Inequality offers a singular view of the postwar city, one where the dynamics that drove its
creation encompassed not only local politicians but also banks, credit rating firms, insurance companies, and the national
municipal bond market. Moving between the local and the national, The Bonds of Inequality uncovers how racial
inequalities in San Francisco were intrinsically tied to municipal finance arrangements and how these arrangements were
central in determining the distribution of resources in the city. By homing in on financing and its imperatives, Jenkins
boldly rewrites the history of modern American cities, revealing the hidden strings that bind debt and power, race and
inequity, democracy and capitalism.
Inequality endangers the fabric of our societies, distorts the functioning of democracy, and derails the globalization
process. Yet, it has only recently been recognized as a problem worth examining. Why has this issue been neglected for
so long? In Inequality: A Short History, Michele Alacevich and Anna Soci discuss the emergence of the inequality
question in the twentieth century and explain how it is related to current issues such as globalization and the survival of
democracy. The authors also discuss trends and the future of inequality. Inequality is a pressing issue that not only
affects living standards, but is also inextricably linked to the way our democracies work.
The reasons behind Detroit’s persistent racialized poverty after World War II Once America's "arsenal of democracy,"
Detroit is now the symbol of the American urban crisis. In this reappraisal of America’s racial and economic inequalities,
Thomas Sugrue asks why Detroit and other industrial cities have become the sites of persistent racialized poverty. He
challenges the conventional wisdom that urban decline is the product of the social programs and racial fissures of the
1960s. Weaving together the history of workplaces, unions, civil rights groups, political organizations, and real estate
agencies, Sugrue finds the roots of today’s urban poverty in a hidden history of racial violence, discrimination, and
deindustrialization that reshaped the American urban landscape after World War II. This Princeton Classics edition
includes a new preface by Sugrue, discussing the lasting impact of the postwar transformation on urban America and the
chronic issues leading to Detroit’s bankruptcy.
Perceptions of eroding living standards and low life satisfaction are widespread in the Middle East and North Africa
region today, along with pessimism about prospects for economic mobility. Conventional measures of economic wellbeing offer little in the way of explanation †“ in most countries in the region, extreme poverty is low and declining and
economic inequality is lower than in other parts of the world. This book investigates possible reasons for this disconnect,
focusing on the role played by inadequate and unequal access to opportunities to realize one’s aspirations for economic
mobility. The inability of most countries in the region to meet the aspirations of citizens is closely linked to persistent
weaknesses in the labor markets where the pace of job creation has been chronically below levels required to absorb the
growing and increasingly better educated population. A high degree of segmentation in the labor markets also puts the
youth and women in the region at a particular disadvantage. While labor markets are critical for mobility, opportunities
and life paths can diverge even earlier in life if access to basic services in health, education and infrastructure are
unequally distributed among children in their formative years. This book documents sharp disparities in the quality of
services available to children of varying birth circumstances in the region. Although the most intense debates in
development coalesce around inequality of income or wealth, the notion of inequality of opportunity has an intuitive
appeal that can bridge ideological differences. By drawing attention to the notion of equality of opportunity to create a
level playing field for all sections of society, the book highlights the need to critically examine the social contract and
governance structures that guide the delivery of services and are instrumental for implementing necessary reforms to
make labor markets more dynamic and equitable.
Unequal By Design critically examines high-stakes standardized testing in order to illuminate what is really at stake for
students, teachers, and communities negatively affected by such testing. This thoughtful analysis traces standardized
testing’s origins in the Eugenics and Social Efficiency movements of the late 19th and early 20th century through its
current use as the central tool for national educational reform via No Child Left Behind. By exploring historical, social,
economic, and educational aspects of testing, author Wayne Au demonstrates that these tests are not only premised on
the creation of inequality, but that their structures are inextricably intertwined with social inequalities that exist outside of
schools.
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Unequal Gains offers a radically new understanding of the economic evolution of the United States, providing a complete
picture of the uneven progress of America from colonial times to today. While other economic historians base their
accounts on American wealth, Peter Lindert and Jeffrey Williamson focus instead on income—and the result is a bold
reassessment of the American economic experience. America has been exceptional in its rising inequality after an
egalitarian start, but not in its long-run growth. America had already achieved world income leadership by 1700, not just
in the twentieth century as is commonly thought. Long before independence, American colonists enjoyed higher living
standards than Britain—and America's income advantage today is no greater than it was three hundred years ago. But
that advantage was lost during the Revolution, lost again during the Civil War, and lost a third time during the Great
Depression, though it was regained after each crisis. In addition, Lindert and Williamson show how income inequality
among Americans rose steeply in two great waves—from 1774 to 1860 and from the 1970s to today—rising more than in
any other wealthy nation in the world. Unequal Gains also demonstrates how the widening income gaps have always
touched every social group, from the richest to the poorest. The book sheds critical light on the forces that shaped
American income history, and situates that history in a broad global context. Economic writing at its most stimulating,
Unequal Gains provides a vitally needed perspective on who has benefited most from American growth, and why.
A fascinating examination of the relationship between civilization and inequality from one of history’s greatest minds The
first man to erect a fence around a piece of land and declare it his own founded civil society—and doomed mankind to
millennia of war and famine. The dawn of modern civilization, argues Jean-Jacques Rousseau in this essential treatise
on human nature, was also the beginning of inequality. One of the great thinkers of the Enlightenment, Rousseau based
his work in compassion for his fellow man. The great crime of despotism, he believed, was the raising of the cruel above
the weak. In this landmark text, he spells out the antidote for man’s ills: a compassionate revolution to pull up the fences
and restore the balance of mankind. This ebook has been professionally proofread to ensure accuracy and readability on
all devices.
How genomics reveals deep histories of inequality, going back many thousands of years. Inequality is an urgent global concern, with pundits,
politicians, academics, and best-selling books all taking up its causes and consequences. In Inequality, Carles Lalueza-Fox offers an entirely
new perspective on the subject, examining the genetic marks left by inequality on humans throughout history. Lalueza-Fox describes genetic
studies, made possible by novel DNA sequencing technologies, that reveal layers of inequality in past societies, manifested in patterns of
migration, social structures, and funerary practices. Through their DNA, ancient skeletons have much to tell us, yielding anonymous stories of
inequality, bias, and suffering. Lalueza-Fox, a leader in paleogenomics, offers the deep history of inequality. He explores the ancestral shifts
associated with migration and describes the gender bias unearthed in these migrations—the brutal sexual asymmetries, for example, between
male European explorers and the women of Latin America that are revealed by DNA analysis. He considers social structures, and the
evidence that high social standing was inherited—the ancient world was not a meritocracy. He untangles social and genetic factors to consider
whether wealth is an advantage in reproduction, showing why we are more likely to be descended from a king than a peasant. And he
explores the effects of ancient inequality on the human gene pool. Marshaling a range of evidence, Lalueza-Fox shows that understanding
past inequalities is key to understanding present ones.
The social impact of inequality is now increasingly understood - higher crime, health problems and mental illness, lower educational
achievements and life expectancy. But what are the causes of inequality, why is it growing so rapidly and what are its economic and political
impacts? In this exceptional book Joseph Stiglitz gives the answers. He shows how, left to their own devices, markets are neither efficient nor
stable and tend to accumulate money in the hands of the few rather than engender competition, producing slower growth and lower GDP. He
also demonstrates how political institutions, far from countering these trends, often enhance them. Arguing that 'another world is possible',
The Price of Inequality provides a powerful, vital critique of free-market ideas. 'Superb and original . . . Stiglitz is a rare combination of
virtuoso economist, witty polemicist and public intellectual' Robert Kuttner, New Statesman 'Important and smart . . . a searing read' Nicholas
Kristof, The New York Times 'The often inchoate anger seen in Occupy Wall Street is given shape, fluency, substance and authority by
Stiglitz . . . he methodically and lyrically (almost joyously) exposes the myths that provide justification for 'deficit fetishism''' Yvonne Roberts,
Observer 'Trenchant, engaging . . . Stiglitz writes clearly and provocatively' Dante Chinni, Washington Post 'A towering genius of economics'
Independent
Flannery and Marcus demonstrate that the rise of inequality was not simply the result of population increase, food surplus, or the
accumulation of valuables but resulted from conscious manipulation of the unique social logic that lies at the core of every human group.
Reversing the social logic can reverse inequality, they argue, without violence.
Social scientists have convincingly documented soaring levels of political, legal, economic, and social inequality in the United States. Missing
from this picture of rampant inequality, however, is any attention to the significant role of state law and courts in establishing policies that
either ameliorate or exacerbate inequality. In Judging Inequality, political scientists James L. Gibson and Michael J. Nelson demonstrate the
influential role of the fifty state supreme courts in shaping the widespread inequalities that define America today, focusing on court-made
public policy on issues ranging from educational equity and adequacy to LGBT rights to access to justice to worker’s rights. Drawing on an
analysis of an original database of nearly 6,000 decisions made by over 900 judges on 50 state supreme courts over a quarter century,
Judging Inequality documents two ways that state high courts have crafted policies relevant to inequality: through substantive policy decisions
that fail to advance equality and by rulings favoring more privileged litigants (typically known as “upperdogs”). The authors discover that
whether court-sanctioned policies lead to greater or lesser inequality depends on the ideologies of the justices serving on these high
benches, the policy preferences of their constituents (the people of their state), and the institutional structures that determine who becomes a
judge as well as who decides whether those individuals remain in office. Gibson and Nelson decisively reject the conventional theory that
state supreme courts tend to protect underdog litigants from the wrath of majorities. Instead, the authors demonstrate that the ideological
compositions of state supreme courts most often mirror the dominant political coalition in their state at a given point in time. As a result, state
supreme courts are unlikely to stand as an independent force against the rise of inequality in the United States, instead making decisions
compatible with the preferences of political elites already in power. At least at the state high court level, the myth of judicial independence
truly is a myth. Judging Inequality offers a comprehensive examination of the powerful role that state supreme courts play in shaping public
policies pertinent to inequality. This volume is a landmark contribution to scholarly work on the intersection of American jurisprudence and
inequality, one that essentially rewrites the “conventional wisdom” on the role of courts in America’s democracy.
Are mass violence and catastrophes the only forces that can seriously decrease economic inequality? To judge by thousands of years of
history, the answer is yes. Tracing the global history of inequality from the Stone Age to today, Walter Scheidel shows that it never dies
peacefully. The Great Leveler is the first book to chart the crucial role of violent shocks in reducing inequality over the full sweep of human
history around the world. The “Four Horsemen” of leveling—mass-mobilization warfare, transformative revolutions, state collapse, and
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catastrophic plagues—have repeatedly destroyed the fortunes of the rich. Today, the violence that reduced inequality in the past seems to
have diminished, and that is a good thing. But it casts serious doubt on the prospects for a more equal future. An essential contribution to the
debate about inequality, The Great Leveler provides important new insights about why inequality is so persistent—and why it is unlikely to
decline anytime soon.
This book provides a thorough and engaging analysis of inequality in Britain, including its long-term development and transformation since
the beginning of the 20th century. The author argues that inequality is not what it used to be – no longer can policy-makers consider it just in
terms of status, wealth and income. Having resurfaced strongly as an issue after the financial crisis of 2007–2008, a truly informed discussion
of inequality must now be wide ranging and take account of a variety of interacting factors. They include both a radically different role for
education in the labour market and the interests of future generations. Government policies, market failures and fundamental changes in
British society and economy in earlier decades have all contributed to inequality’s contemporary scope, its intensity and who it affects. Alan
Ware traces and illuminates the altered nature of inequality in Britain, its consequences and especially its political implications. It offers a
timely, concise and illuminating examination that will be of interest to all those concerned about inequality and, more broadly, to scholars and
students of sociology, social/public policy, contemporary British history, political sociology and political theory.
In recent decades Japan has changed from a strongly growing, economically successful nation regarded as prime example of social equality
and inclusion, to a nation with a stagnating economy, a shrinking population and a very high proportion of elderly people. Within this, new
forms of inequality are emerging and deepening, and a new model of Japan as 'gap society' (kakusa shakai) has become common-sense.
These new forms of inequality are complex, are caused in different ways by a variety of factors, and require deep-seated reforms in order to
remedy them. This book provides a comprehensive overview of inequality in contemporary Japan. It examines inequality in labour and
employment, in welfare and family, in education and social mobility, in the urban-rural divide, and concerning immigration, ethnic minorities
and gender. The book also considers the widespread anxiety effect of the fear of inequality; and discusses how far these developments in
Japan represent a new form of social problem for the wider world.
Since the beginning of social life human societies have faced the problem how to distribute the results of collaborative activities among the
participants. The solutions they found ranged from egalitarian to unequal but caused more dissension and conflict than just about any other
social structure in human history. Social inequality also dominated the agenda of the new field of sociology in the 19th century. The theories
developed during that time still inform academic and public debates, and inequality continues to be the subject of much current controversy.
Origins of Inequality begins with a critical assessment of classical explanations of inequality in the social sciences and the political and
economic environment in which they arose. The book then offers a new theory of the evolution of distributive structures in human societies. It
examines the interaction of chance, intent and unforeseen consequences in the emergence of social inequality, traces its irregular historical
path in different societies, and analyses processes of social control which consolidated inequality even when it was costly or harmful for most
participants. Because the evolution of distributive structures is an open process, the book also explores issues of distributive justice and
options for greater equality in modern societies. Along with its focus on social inequality the book covers topics in cultural evolution, social
and economic history and social theory. This book will appeal to scholars and advanced students of sociology, economics and anthropology –
in particular sociological theory and social inequality.

The world has witnessed the creation of new democracies and the maturing of old ones. Yet, everywhere there is
democracy, there is also political inequality. Voices of everyday folk struggle to be heard; often, they keep silent.
Governments respond mostly to the influential and the already privileged. Our age of democracy, then, is the old age of
inequality. This book builds on U.S. scholarship on the topic of political inequality to understand its forms, causes and
consequences around the world. Comprised of nine theoretical, methodological and empirical chapters, this path-creating
edited collection contains original works by both established and young, up-and-coming social scientists, including those
from Latin America, Eastern Europe, Greece and the U.S. Political Inequality in an Age of Democracy addresses the
present and future of the concept of political inequality from multi-disciplinary and cross-national perspectives.
This cogent analysis of data on education and society from a variety of sources sets out to provide answers to scientific
and policy questions on the quality of education and the way it relates to various forms of inequality in modern societies,
particularly in Europe. The authors examine not only the well known cross-national PISA datasets, but also the European
Social Survey and TIMSS, going further than many researchers by folding into their analyses economic, legal and
historical factors. Most research up to now using the PISA data is restricted to educational research. Interesting as that
educational question is, the chapters here use the PISA, and other data, to explore more profoundly the relationship
between education and the various forms of inequality in European and other modern societies. The work comes from
two different perspectives: one that looks at how the different characteristics of societies, their economies, and their
educational systems influence the average educational achievements of specific groups of pupils, such as immigrants, in
those societies; and a second, which explores how, and in what degree, the characteristics of schools, educational
systems and labour-markets either hardens or softens differences in the educational outcomes of various groups of
pupils. With a special feature of the book being its emphasis on comparing Asian and European countries, and with the
content free of the political constraints that can often attend studies of these datasets, this book will be an vital resource
for educationalists and policy-makers alike.
Originally published in 1938, The Origin of the Inequality of the Social Classes presents ethnological research into how
rank and inequality has been created or formed in various societies. This study especially focuses on recent changes in
aboriginal cultures with particular attention paid to the Kiwai Papuans of British New Guinea whom Landtman researched
extensively from 1910-1912. This title will be of interest to students of Sociology and Anthropology.
________________ As seen on Sky News All Out Politics ‘There’s no understanding global inequality without
understanding its history. In The Divide, Jason Hickel brilliantly lays it out, layer upon layer, until you are left reeling with
the outrage of it all.’ - Kate Raworth, author of Doughnut Economics · The richest eight people control more wealth than
the poorest half of the world combined. · Today, 60 per cent of the world’s population lives on less than $5 a day. ·
Though global real GDP has nearly tripled since 1980, 1.1 billion more people are now living in poverty. For decades we
have been told a story: that development is working, that poverty is a natural phenomenon and will be eradicated through
aid by 2030. But just because it is a comforting tale doesn’t make it true. Poor countries are poor because they are
integrated into the global economic system on unequal terms, and aid only helps to hide this. Drawing on pioneering
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research and years of first-hand experience, The Divide tracks the evolution of global inequality – from the expeditions of
Christopher Columbus to the present day – offering revelatory answers to some of humanity’s greatest problems. It is a
provocative, urgent and ultimately uplifting account of how the world works, and how it can change for the better.
"Examining the historical experience of different countries, a thought-provoking volume, taking on a global perspective to
explain inequality the defining issue of our time reveals that our inability to act in concert, both rich and poor, is what is
falling apart, not the world itself, and shows how it is within our power to address it, "--NoveList.
This book argues that inequality is not just about numbers, but is also about lived, historical experience. It supplements
economic research and offers a comprehensive stocktaking of existing thinking on global inequality and its historical
development. The book is interdisciplinary, drawing upon regional and national perspectives from around the world while
seeking to capture the multidimensionality and multi-causality of global inequalities. Grappling with what economics offers
– as well as its blind spots – the study focuses on some of today’s most relevant and pressing themes: discrimination
and human rights, defences and critiques of inequality in history, decolonization, international organizations, gender
theory, the history of quantification of inequality and the history of economic thought. The historical case studies featured
respond to the need for wider historical research and to calls to examine global inequality in a more holistic manner. The
Introduction 'Chapter 1 Histories of Global Inequality: Introduction' is open access under a CC BY 4.0 license via
link.springer.com.
In America, the amount of money people earn for doing the same job isn't always equal. The United States only recently
made it illegal to pay men more than women for the same job, and the country's history of racism has created big wealth
gaps between white and Black people that persist in the twenty-first century. Learn how income inequality originated, why
it is a problem, and the ways people are fighting for an equal playing field. Read WokeTM Books are created in
partnership with Cicely Lewis, the Read Woke librarian. Inspired by a belief that knowledge is power, Read Woke Books
seek to challenge social norms, give voice to the silenced, provide information about groups that have been
disenfranchised, disrupt the status quo, and share perspectives from underrepresented or oppressed groups.
For anyone wanting to learn, in practical terms, how to measure, describe, monitor, evaluate, and analyze poverty, this
Handbook is the place to start. It is designed to be accessible to people with a university-level background in science or
the social sciences. It is an invaluable tool for policy analysts, researchers, college students, and government officials
working on policy issues related to poverty and inequality.
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