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The Complete Prose Of Woody Allen
In this extended essay, Vittorio Hösle develops a theory of the comical and applies it to interpret both the recurrent
personae played by Woody Allen the actor and the philosophical issues addressed by Woody Allen the director in his
films. Taking Henri Bergson's analysis of laughter as a starting point, Hösle integrates aspects of other theories of
laughter to construct his own more finely-articulated and expanded model. With this theory in hand, Hösle discusses the
incongruity in the characters played by Woody Allen and describes how these personae are realized in his work. Hösle
focuses on the philosophical issues in Allen's major films by exploring the identity problem in Play It Again, Sam and
Zelig, the shortcomings of the positivist concept of reality in A Midsummer Night's Sex Comedy, the relation between
reality and art in The Purple Rose of Cairo, the objective validity of morality in Crimes and Misdemeanors, the power of
evil in Shadows and Fog, and the relation between art and morality in Bullets over Broadway. He cites Allen's virtuosic
reinterpretation of older forms of expression and his integration of the fantastic into the comic universe--elements like the
giant breasts, anxious sperm, extraterrestrials, ghosts, and magicians that populate his movies--as formal moves akin to
those of Aristophanes. Both an overview of Allen's work and a philosophical analysis of laughter, Hösle's study
demonstrates why Allen's films have more to offer us--morally, philosophically, and artistically--than just a few laughs. "In
Woody Allen, Vittorio Hösle goes a long way toward explaining everything you wanted to know about Allen but were
afraid to ask. Just why exactly is he funny, and why does his humor have a strong appeal for academics? In his
comprehensive analysis of Allen's work, Hösle outlines a workable theory of humor, illustrates his conclusions by
referring to the films and prose, and points out several philosophic motifs underlying Allen's deceptively complex
comedies. Hösle's work elevates the enjoyment of Allen's films from guilty pleasure to satisfying intellectual engagement
with an intriguing contemporary thinker and artist." --Richard A. Blake, S.J., Boston College "Vittorio Hösle presents a
compelling overview of Allen's work in which he discusses different theories of laughter and argues for the priority of the
incongruity theory as the only one able to answer the normative question, what distinguises good from bad laughter? On
this theoretical basis he goes on to delve into both the humor and the philosophical profundity of Allen's films." --Sander
Lee, Keene State College
Introduction -- The script -- The money -- The cast, the cinematographer -- Locations, production design, and costumes --
The shoot -- Editing -- The music -- The color correction and the mix -- The end
A simple antidote to our nature-starved lives, The Joy of Forest Bathing is an enticing and comprehensive introduction to
forest bathing—or Shinrin-yoku, in Japan—the meditative practice of connecting with nature and disconnecting from the
distractions of daily life. Full sensory immersion in the beauty and wonder of nature and trees can produce mental,
emotional, and physical health benefits. Research has shown that forest bathing lowers blood pressure, pulse rate, and
cortisol levels; improves mood; and may even boost our immunity to cancer and other diseases. The Joy of Forest
Bathing invites you to experience the benefits of this healing practice for yourself. Learn the history and background of
forest bathing, followed by detailed instructions for establishing a forest bathing practice in your own adopted “wild
home,” encompassed in three steps: 1. Disengagement from your daily routine 2. Deep breathing and nature connection
through a series of quiet activities or “invitations” 3. Transitioning back to your daily life This restorative activity can be
enjoyed by people of all ages and abilities: children, teenagers, and even senior citizens with limited mobility and people
recovering from illness and surgery. And you don’t need to travel to the Japanese alps to experience the benefits of
forest bathing. All you need is a small patch of untouched (or lightly touched) nature to adopt as your “wild home.”
Within, find practical tips and inspiration for forest bathing through the seasons: in the winter, when the leafless trees
open up new vistas; in the spring, when you can hear the melodious serenade of song birds as they nest in the newly
formed green canopy; in the summer, watching the butterflies nectaring on wildflowers; and in the autumn, when you can
catch glimpses of hurried squirrels storing food for the winter. The Joy of Forest Bathing introduces a variety of activities
that can be enhanced with forest bathing elements, such as mindfulness practices, exercise, art and writing, and outdoor
celebrations. Learn, too, how surrendering to the mysteries of nature can provide guidance through difficult times. As you
find nourishment in nature, you will instinctively begin to wonder how you can preserve and protect this healing resource.
This guide includes suggestions for tending to your “wild home.” Illustrated throughout with enchanting artwork by Dutch
illustrator Lieke van der Vorst and stunning nature photography, The Joy of Forest Bathing is the perfect guide to
enhancing your life with the wondrous world of nature. The Live Well series from Rock Point invites you to create a life
you love through multiple acts of self-discovery and reinvention. These encouraging gift books touch on fun yet
hardworking self-improvement strategies, whether it’s learning to value progress over perfection, taking time to meditate
and slow down to literally smell the roses, or finding time to show gratitude and develop a personal mantra. From learning
how to obtain more restful sleep and creating a healthy work/life balance to developing personal style and your own
happy place, the Live Well series encourages you to live your best life. Other titles in the series include: Progress Over
Perfection; Find Your Flow; Be Happy; Seeking Slow; Finding Gratitude; Eff This! Meditation; Find Your Mantra; It Had to
be You; Men’s Society; Genius Jokes; The Calm and Cozy Book of Sleep; Beating Burnout; Ayurveda for Life; Choose
Happy; and You Got This.
The Long-Awaited, Enormously Entertaining Memoir by One of the Great Artists of Our Time—Now a New York Times,
USA Today, Los Angeles Times, and Publishers Weekly Bestseller. In this candid and often hilarious memoir, the
celebrated director, comedian, writer, and actor offers a comprehensive, personal look at his tumultuous life. Beginning
with his Brooklyn childhood and his stint as a writer for the Sid Caesar variety show in the early days of television,
working alongside comedy greats, Allen tells of his difficult early days doing standup before he achieved recognition and
success. With his unique storytelling pizzazz, he recounts his departure into moviemaking, with such slapstick comedies
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as Take the Money and Run, and revisits his entire, sixty-year-long, and enormously productive career as a writer and
director, from his classics Annie Hall, Manhattan, and Hannah and Her Sisters to his most recent films, including Midnight
in Paris. Along the way, he discusses his marriages, his romances and famous friendships, his jazz playing, and his
books and plays. We learn about his demons, his mistakes, his successes, and those he loved, worked with, and learned
from in equal measure. This is a hugely entertaining, deeply honest, rich and brilliant self-portrait of a celebrated artist
who is ranked among the greatest filmmakers of our time.
Sixteen pieces show Allen's unique perspective on Socrates, restaurant reviews, the UFO menace, love and passion,
and other topics and issues of undying interest.
The Diné Reader: An Anthology of Navajo Literature is unprecedented. It showcases the breadth, depth, and diversity of
Diné creative artists and their poetry, fiction, and nonfiction prose.This wide-ranging anthology brings together writers
who offer perspectives that span generations and perspectives on life and Diné history. The collected works display a
rich variety of and creativity in themes: home and history; contemporary concerns about identity, historical trauma, and
loss of language; and economic and environmental inequalities. The Diné Reader developed as a way to demonstrate
both the power of Diné literary artistry and the persistence of the Navajo people. The volume opens with a foreword by
poet Sherwin Bitsui, who offers insight into the importance of writing to the Navajo people. The editors then introduce the
volume by detailing the literary history of the Diné people, establishing the context for the tremendous diversity of the
works that follow, which includes free verse, sestinas, limericks, haiku, prose poems, creative nonfiction, mixed genres,
and oral traditions reshaped into the written word. This volume combines an array of literature with illuminating
interviews, biographies, and photographs of the featured Diné writers and artists. A valuable resource to educators,
literature enthusiasts, and beyond, this anthology is a much-needed showcase of Diné writers and their compelling work.
The volume also includes a chronology of important dates in Diné history by Jennifer Nez Denetdale, as well as
resources for teachers, students, and general readers by Michael Thompson. The Diné Reader is an exciting
convergence of Navajo writers and artists with scholars and educators.
With the same narrative skills and evocative powers that made her first novel, The Joy Luck Club, a national bestseller,
Tan now tells the story of Winnie Louie, an aging Chinese woman unfolding a life's worth of secrets to her suspicious,
Americanized daughter.
The filmmaker shares his inspirations, anxieties, and frustrations in an updated self-portrait that goes behind the scenes
of his films, glimpses his Brooklyn childhood, and considers his opinions on a range of topics from jazz to New York City.
Original.
Woody Guthrie is the most famous and influential folk music composer and performer in the history of the United States.
His most popular song, "This Land is Your Land" has become the country's unofficial national anthem, known to every
school child since the 1960s. His influence exceeded the realm of American music, reaching American politics. Guthrie’s
music became the soundtrack to the Great Depression, and iconic of the Dust Bowl migrants. Guthrie and his music
came to represent those disenfranchised people who remained committed to making better lives for themselves through
the promise of the American Dream. Here, in a short, accessible biography, bolstered with primary documents, including
letters, autobiographical excerpts, and reflections by Pete Seeger, Cohen introduces Guthrie’s life and music influence to
students of American history and culture.
The Long-Awaited, Enormously Entertaining Memoir by One of the Great Artists of Our Time—Now a New York Times,
USA Today, Los Angeles Times, and Publisher’s Weekly Bestseller. In this candid and often hilarious memoir, the
celebrated director, comedian, writer, and actor offers a comprehensive, personal look at his tumultuous life. Beginning
with his Brooklyn childhood and his stint as a writer for the Sid Caesar variety show in the early days of television,
working alongside comedy greats, Allen tells of his difficult early days doing standup before he achieved recognition and
success. With his unique storytelling pizzazz, he recounts his departure into moviemaking, with such slapstick comedies
as Take the Money and Run, and revisits his entire, sixty-year-long, and enormously productive career as a writer and
director, from his classics Annie Hall, Manhattan, and Annie and Her Sisters to his most recent films, including Midnight
in Paris. Along the way, he discusses his marriages, his romances and famous friendships, his jazz playing, and his
books and plays. We learn about his demons, his mistakes, his successes, and those he loved, worked with, and learned
from in equal measure. This is a hugely entertaining, deeply honest, rich and brilliant self-portrait of a celebrated artist
who is ranked among the greatest filmmakers of our time.
This book is the first detailed study of Woody Allen's life and work, and an original attempt to locate Allen's work in the
great tradition of American popular culture. It explores that inimitable New York Jewish voice in the themes, dreams,
hopes and hidden meanings of Allen's urban humour, with countless examples of Allen's own hilarious comic lines.
Although Woody Allen is best known for his cult movies, he is also a writer of wit and skill. This collection offers 52 pieces
of hilarity, deadpan weirdness and outlandish ideas.
“I don’t want you to rehabilitate me,” Philip Roth said to his only authorized biographer, Blake Bailey. “Just make me
interesting.” Granted complete independence and access, Bailey spent almost ten years poring over Roth’s personal
archive, interviewing his friends, lovers, and colleagues, and listening to Roth’s own breathtakingly candid confessions.
Cynthia Ozick, in her front-page rave for the New York Times Book Review, described Bailey’s monumental biography
as “a narrative masterwork … As in a novel, what is seen at first to be casual chance is revealed at last to be a steady
and powerfully demanding drive. … under Bailey’s strong light what remains on the page is one writer’s life as it was
lived, and?almost?as it was felt." Though Roth is generally considered an autobiographical novelist—his alter-egos include
not only the Roth-like writer Nathan Zuckerman, but also a recurring character named Philip Roth—relatively little is known
about the actual life on which so vast an oeuvre was supposedly based. Bailey reveals a man who, by design, led a
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highly compartmentalized life: a tireless champion of dissident writers behind the Iron Curtain on the one hand, Roth was
also the Mickey Sabbath-like roué who pursued scandalous love affairs and aspired “[t]o affront and affront and affront till
there was no one on earth unaffronted"—the man who was pilloried by his second wife, the actress Claire Bloom, in her
1996 memoir, Leaving a Doll’s House. Towering above it all was Roth’s achievement: thirty-one books that give us “the
truest picture we have of the way we live now,” as the poet Mark Strand put it in his remarks for Roth’s Gold Medal at
the 2001 American Academy of Arts and Letters ceremonial. Tracing Roth’s path from realism to farce to metafiction to
the tragic masterpieces of the American Trilogy, Bailey explores Roth’s engagement with nearly every aspect of postwar
American culture.
Dismantles the Woody Guthrie we have been taught--the rough-and-ready ramblin' man--to reveal an artist who
discovered how intimacy is crucial for political struggle Woody Guthrie is often mythologized as the classic American
"ramblin' man," a real-life Steinbeckian folk hero who fought for working-class interests and inspired Bob Dylan.
Biographers and fans frame him as a foe of fascism and focus on his politically charged folk songs. What's left
unexamined is how the bulk of Guthrie's work--most of which is unpublished or little known--delves into the importance of
intimacy in his personal and political life. Featuring an insert with personal photos of Guthrie's family and previously
unknown paintings, Woody Guthrie: An Intimate Life is a fresh and contemporary analysis of the overlapping influences
of sexuality, politics, and disability on the art and mind of an American folk icon. Part biography, part cultural history of the
Left, Woody Guthrie offers a stunning revelation about America's quintessential folk legend, who serves as a guiding light
for leftist movements today. In his close relationship with dancer Marjorie Mazia, Guthrie discovered a restorative way of
thinking about the body, which provided a salve for the trauma of his childhood and the slowly debilitating effects of
Huntington's disease. Rejecting bodily shame and embracing the power of sexuality, he came to believe that intimacy
was the linchpin for political struggle. By closely connecting to others, society could combat the customary emotional
states of capitalist cultures: loneliness and isolation. Using intimacy as one's weapon, Guthrie believed we could fight
fascism's seductive call.
An insightful, entertaining, and authoritative exploration into the mind of one of the world's most complex and neurotic
movie-makers. The book explores themes, motifs, and styles, and breaks down Allen's films frame by frame to help
understand the brilliant and comical mind of one of popular culture's best loved, and intelligent, worriers.
Fifteen philosophers representuing different schools of thought answer the question what is Woody Allen trying to say in
his films? And why should anyone care? Focusing on different works and varied aspects of Allen's multifaceted output,
these essays explore the philosophical undertones of Anne Hall, Crimes and Misdemeanors, Manhattan, A Midsummer
Night's Sex Comedy and reminds us that just because the universe is meaningless and life is pointless is no reason to
commit suicide.
A complete collection of prose writings by the acclaimed playwright, screenwriter, actor, and director features selections from his best-selling
works--Getting Even, Without Feathers, and Side Effects--that offer the author's trademark humorous asides on such topics as sex, death,
religion, philosophy, psychology, and the human condition. Original. 25,000 first printing.
FUNNY: THE BOOK - EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT COMEDY
Although Woody AllenÕs films have received extensive attention from scholars and critics, no book has focused exclusively on Jewishness in
his work, particularly that of the late 1990s and beyond. In this anthology, a distinguished group of contributorsÑwhose work is richly
contextualized in the fields of literature, philosophy, film, theater, and comedyÑexamine the schlemiel, Allen and women, the Jewish take on
the Òmorality of murder,Ó AllenÕs take on Hebrew scripture and Greek tragedy, his stage work, his cinematic treatment of food and dining,
and what happens to ÒJew YorkÓ when Woody takes his films out of New York City. Considered together, these essays delineate the
intellectual, artistic, and moral development of one of cinemaÕs most durable and controversial directors.
Woody Allen's screenplays are some of the wittiest and most sophisticated of modern cinema classics, and these four scripts reflect the
emotional range of his talent. Annie Hall, subtitled 'A Nervous Romance', starred Diane Keaton with Woody Allen and won Academy Awards
for Best Picture, Best Script, Best Actress and Best Director. Manhattan takes city life as its subject and stars Woody Allen as TV-comedy
writer. Interiors and Stardust Memories are studies of the inner lives of their characters.
Here they are--some of the funniest tales and ruminations ever put into print, by one of the great comic minds of our time. From THE WHORE
OF MENSA, to GOD (A Play), to NO KADDISH FOR WEINSTEIN, old and new Woody Allen fans will laugh themselves hysterical over these
sparkling gems.
For the first time in one hardcover edition, here are three best-selling books by one of 20th century's greatest movie directors. Woody Allen is
an American cultural icon -- funny, philosophical, and controversial in his work and personal life. In this side-splitting collection, containing
Without Feathers, Getting Even, and Side Effects. the Academy Award-winning filmmaker explores subjects ranging from sleeplessness to
the UFO menace. No Woolly fan will want to be without his hilarious ruminations on the moral and ethical predicaments of modern life.
The “sepia artwork and lyrical prose” in this graphic novel biography “beat with a love for Guthrie’s music and America’s beauty”
(Guardian, UK). Using the sepia tones of the Dust Bowl as his palette, author and artist Nick Hayes tells the story of world-famous folk singer
and songwriter Woody Guthrie. The tale starts in the 1920s when Guthrie was a teenager supporting himself in dried-up, post-boomtown
Oklahoma. Picking up a harmonica and eventually a battered guitar, Guthrie finds solace in the ancient lineage of folksong. Hayes charts the
musician’s course from Oklahoma and Texas towns ravaged by dust and the Depression to boxcars, factory farms, and the migrant camps of
California, highlighting Guthrie’s dedication to singing American folk tunes and creating his own modern classics along the way. Hayes ends
his portrait in 1940, at the pivotal time when Guthrie makes his way to New York and writes “This Land Is Your Land,” his iconic anthem
tinged with both optimism and clear-eyed reality.
The Complete Prose of Woody AllenOutlet
God.
Journalist Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary and
their four children lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man
who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary painted and wrote and
couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family. When the money ran out, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining
town Rex had tried to escape. As the dysfunction escalated, the children had to fend for themselves, supporting one another as they found
the resources and will to leave home. Yet Walls describes her parents with deep affection in this tale of unconditional love in a family that,
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despite its profound flaws, gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life. -- From publisher description.
A complete look at the extensive, ageless, unparalleled filmography of Woody Allen. Writer, actor, director, comedian, author, and musician,
His films - he has over 45 writing and directing credits to his name - range from slapstick to tragedy, farce to f
Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject Communications - Miscellaneous, grade: 2,0, University of Siegen, course: Mere Anarchy?
Woody Allen Films, language: English, abstract: Woody Allen, born Allen Stewart Konigsberg, is a Jewish artist, who is mostly known as
filmmaker - but he carries several faces and puts his work into several fields. Although his movies often seem to deal with the same topics,
Allen never concentrates on only one genre, as we worked out during our seminar and the expert sessions. Besides his widely spread image
of the intellectual and humorous filmmaker, he put his thoughts into prose and stand-up comedy, too; he wrote articles for magazines like
New York Times, Playboy or The New Republic and of course he is known through his roles in his own films. By acting out his own roles he
has written, Woody Allen as the private person and the public known Woody Allen, somehow melted together; so, the viewer can find more
personal elements in Allens movies, as he or she may expect. Or better said, he by some means performed himself through the stories of his
films. Besides the fact that Allen mostly acted out the role of the protagonist in his movies and barring that the topics of the movies seem to
be repetitive, there are other typical elements that continuously appear in his movies, what in this paper - as it already have been in our
expert session - will be depicted as "allenesque elements." These are for instance the neurotic characters, the Jewishness (that apparently
refers to his private persona), the psycho-analysis, the fusion of reality and fiction, unhappy relationships, love-affairs and the element of the
anxious behavior, towards special issues, of some of his characters are just a number of the main subjects that are typical of Woody Allen
stories. But Allens audience is not only "confronted" with these topics in his movies; as already mentioned, he also developed his ideas in
prose and short stories. With his book "Mere Ana
First published in 1943, this autobiography is also a superb portrait of America's Depression years, by the folk singer, activist, and man who
saw it all. Woody Guthrie was born in Oklahoma and traveled this whole country over—not by jet or motorcycle, but by boxcar, thumb, and
foot. During the journey of discovery that was his life, he composed and sang words and music that have become a national heritage. His
songs, however, are but part of his legacy. Behind him Woody Guthrie left a remarkable autobiography that vividly brings to life both his
vibrant personality and a vision of America we cannot afford to let die. “Even readers who never heard Woody or his songs will understand
the current esteem in which he’s held after reading just a few pages… Always shockingly immediate and real, as if Woody were telling it out
loud… A book to make novelists and sociologists jealous.” —The Nation
Finished in 1947 and lost to readers until now, House of Earth is legendary folk singer and American icon Woody Guthrie’s only finished
novel. A powerful portrait of Dust Bowl America, it’s the story of an ordinary couple’s dreams of a better life and their search for love and
meaning in a corrupt world. Tike and Ella May Hamlin are struggling to plant roots in the arid land of the Texas panhandle. The husband and
wife live in a precarious wooden farm shack, but Tike yearns for a sturdy house that will protect them from the treacherous elements. Thanks
to a five-cent government pamphlet, Tike has the know-how to build a simple adobe dwelling, a structure made from the land itself—fireproof,
windproof, Dust Bowl-proof. A house of earth. A story of rural realism and progressive activism, and in many ways a companion piece to
Guthrie’s folk anthem “This Land Is Your Land,” House of Earth is a searing portrait of hardship and hope set against a ravaged landscape.
Combining the moral urgency and narrative drive of John Steinbeck with the erotic frankness of D. H. Lawrence, here is a powerful tale of
America from one of our greatest artists. An essay by bestselling historian Douglas Brinkley and Johnny Depp introduce House of Earth, the
inaugural title in Depp’s imprint at HarperCollins, Infinitum Nihil.
The first biography of the award-winning writer and director in twenty years, by the bestselling author of "Making the Wiseguys Weep,"
published to coincide with Allen's 80th birthday.
The Insanity Defense reveals many sides of Woody Allen as he holds forth on the most human of urges ("Why does man kill? He kills for
food. And not only for food: frequently there must be a beverage"); reflects on death ("I don't believe in an afterlife, although I am bringing a
change of underwear"); and notes the effect on history wrought by trick chewing gum, the dribble glass, and other novelties. There is also an
inspiring story of the futile race to beat Dr. Heimlich to the punch: "The food went down the wrong pipe, and choking occurred. Grasping the
mouse firmly by the tail, I snapped it like a small whip, and the morsel of cheese came loose. If we can transfer the procedure to humans, we
may have something. Too early to tell." -- Publishers description.
Winner of the Bancroft Prize The New York Times Book Review, Editor’s Choice American Heritage, Best of 2009 In this vivid
new biography of Abigail Adams, the most illustrious woman of the founding era, Bancroft Award–winning historian Woody Holton
offers a sweeping reinterpretation of Adams’s life story and of women’s roles in the creation of the republic. Using previously
overlooked documents from numerous archives, Abigail Adams shows that the wife of the second president of the United States
was far more charismatic and influential than historians have realized. One of the finest writers of her age, Adams passionately
campaigned for women’s education, denounced sex discrimination, and matched wits not only with her brilliant husband, John,
but with Thomas Jefferson and George Washington. When male Patriots ignored her famous appeal to "Remember the Ladies,"
she accomplished her own personal declaration of independence: Defying centuries of legislation that assigned married women’s
property to their husbands, she amassed a fortune in her own name. Adams’s life story encapsulates the history of the founding
era, for she defined herself in relation to the people she loved or hated (she was never neutral), a cast of characters that included
her mother and sisters; Benjamin Franklin and James Lovell, her husband’s bawdy congressional colleagues; Phoebe Abdee, her
father’s former slave; her financially naïve husband; and her son John Quincy. At once epic and intimate, Abigail Adams, sheds
light on a complicated, fascinating woman, one of the most beloved figures of American history.
An enchanting, true story of the 2016 Nobel Prize in Literature winner, Bob Dylan, and his mentor, Woody Guthrie. "Hey hey,
Woody Guthrie, I wrote you a song..." When Bob finished, Woody's face lit up like the sun. Bob Dylan is a musical icon, an
American legend, and, quite simply, a poet. But before he became Bob Dylan, he was Bob Zimmerman, a kid from rural
Minnesota. This lyrical and gorgeously illustrated picture book biography follows Bob as he renames himself after his favorite poet,
Dylan Thomas, and leaves his mining town to pursue his love of music in New York City. There, he meets his folk music hero and
future mentor, Woody Guthrie, changing his life forever.
“I am greatly relieved that the universe is finally explainable. I was beginning to think it was me.”–Woody Allen Here, in his first
collection since his three hilarious classics Getting Even, Without Feathers, and Side Effects, Woody Allen has managed to write a
book that not only answers the most profound questions of human existence but is the perfect size to place under any short table
leg to prevent wobbling. “I awoke Friday, and because the universe is expanding it took me longer than usual to find my robe,” he
explains in a piece on physics called “Strung Out.” In other flights of inspirational sanity we are introduced to a cast of characters
only Allen could imagine: Jasper Nutmeat, Flanders Mealworm, and the independent film mogul E. Coli Biggs, just to name a few.
Whether he is writing about art, sex, food, or crime (“Pugh has been a policeman as far back as he can remember. His father was
a notorious bank robber, and the only way Pugh could get to spend time with him was to apprehend him”) he is explosively funny.
In “This Nib for Hire,” a Hollywood bigwig comes across an author’s book in a little country store and describes it in a way that
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aptly captures this magnificent volume: “Actually,” the producer says, “I’d never seen a book remaindered in the kindling section
before.”
Three delightful one-act plays set in and around New York, in which sophisticated characters confound one another in ways only
Woody Allen could imagine Woody Allen’s first dramatic writing published in years, “Riverside Drive,” “Old Saybrook,” and
“Central Park West” are humorous, insightful, and unusually readable plays about infidelity. The characters, archetypal New
Yorkers all, start out talking innocently enough, but soon the most unexpected things arise—and the reader enjoys every minute of
it (though not all the characters do). These plays (successfully produced on the New York stage and in regional theaters on the
East Coast) dramatize Allen’s continuing preoccupation with people who rationalize their actions, hide what they’re doing, and
inevitably slip into sexual deception—all of it revealed in Allen’s quintessentially pell-mell dialogue.
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