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The Commanders Handbook On The Law Of Naval
Operations
DOD policy requires "[m]embers of the DoD Components comply with the law of war during all
armed conflicts, however such conflicts are characterized, and in all other military operations"
(Department of Defense Directive [DODD] 2311.01E). This publication addresses topics that
are also addressed in the DOD Law of War Manual. In the event of a conflict or discrepancy
regarding the legal standards addressed in this publication and the DOD Law of War Manual,
the latter takes precedence. In many cases, any apparent conflict or discrepancy may be due
to this publication's efforts to provide guidance to Commanders by describing legal concepts
more generally rather than exhaustively as found the DOD Law of War Manual. In certain
instances, this publication will set out a current policy or practice for Army and Marine forces
rather than a legal requirement.
This Handbook is designed to assist Army Commanders in taking proper immediate action
when faced with a variety of legal issues that might arise during your command. The purpose
of your actions should be to preserve the legal situation until you can consult with your
servicing Judge Advocate. However, like most aspects of your command responsibilities, you
can fail if you just wait for things to come to you. You need to be proactive in preventing
problems before they occur. In the legal arena, this means establishing and enforcing high
standards, ensuring your Soldiers are fully aware of those standards and properly trained to
comply with them. You must also properly train your Soldiers on all Army policies and higher
level command standards so that they also understand and comply with them. Soldiers must
also be well-versed in the Army Values and be able to apply those values to real- world
situations, which will usually keep them well within legal bounds.Topics include:THE TOP TEN
SITUATIONS WHERE YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONSULT YOUR SERVICING JUDGE
ADVOCATEMILITARY JUSTICE/CRIMINAL LAW Introduction to Military Criminal Law
Misconduct: Options and Duties Of The Commander Unlawful Command Influence R.C.M. 303
Preliminary Inquiry Non-Judicial Punishment, Article 15, UCMJ Article 15 ScriptSearch and
Seizure Self-Incrimination, Confessions, and Rights Warning UCMJ Punitive Articles
Urinalysis, Drug and Alcohol Policies Fraternization and Improper Senior-Subordinate
Relationships Proper Responses to Reports of Sexual Assault Victim -Witness
IssuesINVESTIGATIONS Administrative Investigations/References Intro AR 15-6
Investigations Accident Investigations (AR 385-10) Line of Duty Investigations (AR 600-8-4)
Fatal Training/Operational Accident Presentations to Next Of Kin (AR 600-34) Financial
Liability Investigations (AR 735-5)STANDARDS OF ETHICAL CONDUCT Standards of
Conduct Commanders Coins Support to Non-Federal Entities Government Motor Vehicle
Transportation Family Readiness Groups Accompanying Spousal Travel Annual Filing of
Financial Disclosure FormsADMINISTRATIVE LAW AND PERSONNEL ACTIONS “Flagging”
Soldiers from Positive Personnel Actions Enlisted Separations Officer Separations Bars To
Reenlistment – Field Initiated Qualitative Service Program (QSP) Removal of Enlisted Soldiers
From Promotion Lists Removal of Commissioned and Warrant Officers From Promotion Lists
Security Clearances – Suspension and Revocation Sexual Harassment Domestic Violence
Amendment to the Gun Control Act (Lautenberg Amendment) & FAP Article 138 Complaints
Relief from CommandINDIVIDUAL SOLDIER RIGHTS Body Piercing & Tattoo Policy
Conscientious Objection Behavioral Health Evaluations Command Access to a Soldier's
Protected Health Information (HIPAA) Extremist Organizations and Activities Political Activities
by Members of The Armed Forces Whistleblower Protection Service Member's Civil Relief Act
(SCRA) Religious Accommodation INTERNATIONAL & OPERATIONAL LAW Rules of
Engagement Law of Armed Conflict CLAIMS AND CLIENT SERVICES Article 139 Claims
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Foreign and Deployment Claims Family Support Obligations (AR 608-99) Debt and Consumer
ProtectionGOVERNMENT INFORMATION PRACTICES Freedom of Information Act Program
Privacy Act ProgramFISCAL LAW Fiscal Law for Commanders
Navy Warfare Publication NWP 1-14M MCWP 5-12.1 COMDTPUB P5800.7A The
Commander's Handbook On The Law Of Naval Operations July 2007 This publication sets out
those fundamental principles of international and domestic law that govern U.S. naval
operations at sea. Part I, Law of Peacetime Naval Operations, provides an overview and
general discussion of the law of the sea, including definitions and descriptions of the
jurisdiction and sovereignty exercised by nations over various parts of the world's oceans; the
international legal status and navigational rights of warships and military aircraft; protection of
persons and property at sea; and the safeguarding of national interests in the maritime
environment. Part II, Law of Naval Warfare, sets out those principles of law of special concern
to the naval commander during any period in which U.S. naval forces are engaged in armed
conflict. Although the primary emphasis of Part II is upon the rules of international law
concerned with the conduct of naval warfare, attention is also directed to relevant principles
and concepts common to the whole of the law of armed conflict.
This is the complete wartime translation by the U.S. Navy of the 1943 edition of the official
handbook given to all U-boat commanders. The original handbook was compiled from combat
reports and was regularly updated throughout the war. The handbook was an invaluable
reference for every operational U-boat commander. ??Simply written and highly accessible for
a wider audience, the U-boat handbook attempted to anticipate every possible situation and to
advise on suitable tactics. This superb war-time primary source is enhanced by a rare series of
photographs taken on an actual combat patrol and published during the time of the Third Reich
in the book ñU-Boot Auf Feindfahrtî.??Together the handbook and these rare photographs
provide a fascinating glimpse into the world of the U-boats from a first hand perspective, and is
essential reading for anyone interested in World War II from primary sources.
This handbook has been prepared by former battalion commanders in the USAWC Resident
Class of 1983 to assist newly designated battalion commanders prepare for and undertake
command in the Training and Doctrine Command. While this handbook does not convey
official Army doctrine or prescribe the authorities and responsibilities of the battalion
commander, it does present a synthesis of the thoughts and experiences of former
commanders which may be useful in helping new commanders cope with the challenges of
working in the training environment. (Author).

The Commander's Handbook on the Law of Naval Operations August 2017 Edition
NWP 1-14M MCTP 11-10B COMDTPUB P5800.7ASCOPEThis publication, The
Commander's Handbook on the Law of Naval Operations August 2017 Edition, sets out
those fundamental principles of international and domestic law that govern U.S. naval
operations at sea. Chapters 1 through 4 relate to peacetime naval operations. They
provide an overview and general discussion of the law of the sea, including definitions
and descriptions of the jurisdiction and sovereignty exercised by States over various
parts of the world's oceans; the international legal status and navigational rights of
warships and military aircraft; protection of persons and property at sea; and the
safeguarding of national interests in the maritime environment. Chapters 5 through 12
relate to naval warfare. They set out principles of law of special concern to the naval
commander during any period in which U.S. naval forces are engaged in armed conflict.
Although the primary emphasis of these chapters is on the conduct of naval warfare,
relevant principles and concepts common to the whole of the law of war are also
discussed.PURPOSEThis publication is intended for the use of operational
commanders and supporting staff elements at all levels of command. It is designed to
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provide officers in command and their staffs with an overview of the rules of law
governing naval operations in peacetime and during armed conflict. The explanations
and descriptions in this publication are intended to enable the naval commander and
his staff to comprehend more fully the legal foundations upon which the orders issued
to them by higher authority are premised, and to understand better the commander's
responsibilities under international and domestic law to execute his mission within that
law. This publication sets forth general guidance. It is not a comprehensive treatment of
the law nor is it a substitute for the definitive legal guidance provided by judge
advocates and others responsible for advising commanders on the law. Officers in
command of operational units are encouraged to utilize this publication as a training aid
for assigned personnel.This publication provides general information and guidance. It is
not directive, and does not supersede guidance issued by the chain of
command.INTERNATIONAL LAWFor purposes of this publication, international law is
defined as that body of rules that States consider binding in their relations with one
another. International law is created by States. It derives from the practice of States in
the international arena and from international agreements between States. International
law provides stability in international relations and an expectation that certain acts or
omissions will result in predictable consequences. If one State violates the law, it may
expect that others will reciprocate. Consequently, failure to comply with international
law ordinarily involves greater political and economic costs than does observance. In
short, States comply with international law because it is in their interest to do so. Like
most rules of conduct, international law is in a continual state of development and
change. This publication seeks to accurately describe the state of international law on
the date of the publication's issuance.Practice of StatesThe general and consistent
practice among States with respect to a particular subject, which over time is accepted
by them generally as a legal obligation, is known as customary international law.
Customary international law is the principal source of international law and is binding
upon all States.
NTTP 3-54M/MCWP 3-40.9 provides the commander with an operations security
(OPSEC) overview, OPSEC evolution, and guidance for the most crucial aspect of
OPSEC, that of identifying critical information (CI). It explains the OPSEC process, also
known as the OPSEC five-step process. This publication addresses the areas of
OPSEC and force protection, public affairs officer (PAO) interaction, the role of the
Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) in coordination with OPSEC, the
OPSEC/OMBUDSMAN/KEY VOLUNTEER relationship and the conduct of OPSEC
assessments. This publication includes separate chapters on Web page registration,
Web risk assessment, and Red team activity. Appendices provide guidance to
implement effective plans/programs at the individual unit, strike group, and shore
establishment levels. NWP 3-13 (FEB 2014), NAVY INFORMATION OPERATIONS,
provides information operations guidance to Navy commanders, planners, and
operators to exploit and shape the information environment and apply informationrelated capabilities to achieve military objectives. This publication reinforces the
integrating functionality of information operations to incorporate informationrelated
capabilities and engage in the information environment to provide a military advantage
to the friendly Navy force. It is effective upon receipt. 1. NWP 1-14M/MCTP
11-10B/COMDTPUB P5800.7A (AUG 2017), THE COMMANDER’S HANDBOOK ON
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THE LAW OF NAVAL OPERATIONS, is available in the Navy Warfare Library. It is
effective upon receipt and supersedes NWP 1-14M/MCWP 5-12.1/COMDTPUB
5800.7A (JUL 2007), The Commander’s Handbook on the Law of Naval Operations. 2.
Summary. This revision updates and expands upon various topics regarding the law of
the sea and law of war. In particular, it updates the history of U.S. Senate consideration
of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, to include its 2012 hearings; emphasizes
that islands, rocks, and low-tide elevations are naturally formed and that engineering,
construction, and land reclamation cannot convert their legal status; provides more
detail on U.S. sovereign immunity policy for Military Sealift Command chartered vessels
and for responding to foreign requests for health inspections and medical information;
removes language indicating that all USN/USCG vessels under command of a
noncommissioned officer are auxiliary vessels; emphasizes that only warships may
exercise belligerent rights during international armed conflicts; adds a description of
U.S.-Chinese bilateral and multilateral agreements promoting air and maritime safety;
updates the international law applicable to vessels seeking a place of refuge; updates
the description of vessels assimilated to vessels without nationality; provides detailed
descriptions of the five types of international straits; states the U.S. position on the legal
status of the Northwest Passage and Northern Sea Route; updates the list of
international duties in outer space; updates the law regarding the right of safe harbor;
adds “honor” as a law of war principle; adds information about weapons reviews in the
Department of the Navy; updates the law regarding unprivileged enemy belligerents;
includes information about the U.S. position on the use of landmines; expands on the
discussion of the International Criminal Court (ICC); and updates the law of targeting.
This handbook was written primarily for the newly-selected battalion commander. It
provides tips on how to transition into command and how to approach some of the more
difficult problems. At the same time, however, a great deal of information in the book
can be useful to commanders at any level. (Author).
This is the complete wartime translation by the U.S. Navy of the 1943 edition of the
official handbook given to all U-boat commanders. The original handbook was compiled
from combat reports and was regularly updated throughout the war. The handbook was
an invaluable reference for every operational U-boat commander. Simply written and
highly accessible for a wider audience, the U-boat handbook attempted to anticipate
every possible situation and to advise on suitable tactics. This superb war-time primary
source is enhanced by a rare series of photographs taken on an actual combat patrol
and published during the time of the Third Reich in the book U-Boot Auf
Feindfahrt.Together the handbook and these rare photographs provide a fascinating
glimpse into the world of the U-boats from a first hand perspective, and is essential
reading for anyone interested in World War II from primary sources.
Field Manual FM 6-27 MCTP 11-10C The Commander's Handbook on the Law of Land
Warfare August 2019 Notice: This is a Paperback book version of the "Field Manual FM
6-27 MCTP 11-10C The Commander's Handbook on the Law of Land Warfare August
2019". Full version, All Chapters included. This publication is available (Electronic
version) in the official website of the United states HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT
OF THE ARMY. This document is properly formatted and printed as a perfect sized
copy 8.5x11 (black ink)", making it easy for you to read details in some
figures/illustrations and tables. * The version of this publication is as described above
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(this article is updated after each new edition). Disclaimer: "The use or appearance of
United States Department of Army publications, text, images or logos on a non-Federal
Government website does not imply or constitute Department of Army endorsement of
the distribution service."
This text explains and synthesizes the functioning and relationships of numerous
Defense, Joint, and Army organizations, systems, and processes involved in the
development and sustainment of trained and ready forces for the Combatant
Commanders. It is designed to be used by the faculty and students at the U.S. Army
War College (as well as other training and educational institutions) as they improve
their knowledge and understanding of "How the Army Runs." We are proud of the value
that senior commanders and staffs place in this text and are pleased to continue to
provide this reference.
This handbook provides pre-doctrinal guidance on the planning, execution, and
assessment of joint integrated persistent surveillance (JIPS) by a joint task force (JTF)
and its components. Significant prior work has been done in support of persistent
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) and much of the information in this
handbook was gleaned from that data. However, the scope of this handbook pertains to
the subset of persistent surveillance: the processes which contribute to creating a
persistent surveillance strategy and those required for executing persistent surveillance
missions. The document serves as a bridge between current best practices in the field
and incorporation of value-added ideas in joint doctrine. This handbook draws on
current doctrine, useful results from relevant studies and experimentation, and
recognized best practices. It presents some challenges of persistent surveillance to
include capability gaps and some potential solutions to these shortfalls, especially in the
areas of planning and preparation, managing requirements and tasking, visualization
and tracking, and assessment of persistent surveillance missions. It also offers some
considerations for the future development of JIPS-related joint doctrine, training,
materiel (logistics), leadership education, personnel, facility planning, and policy
(DOTMLPF-P). This handbook is based on joint lessons and Service learned data; joint,
multinational, and Service doctrine and procedures; training and education material
from CAPSTONE, KEYSTONE, and PINNACLE senior executive education programs;
joint and Service exercise observations, facilitated after-action reviews and
commander's summary reports; related joint concepts; experimentation results; joint
exercises and trip reports; joint publication assessment reports; research from
advanced concept/joint capability technology development projects and capability
development documentation for acquisition programs, and DOTMLPF-P change
recommendations. This handbook also includes the results of a two-year analysis and
experimentation effort conducted by Joint Doctrine Support Division and Solution
Evaluation Division, with participation by all the Services. The JIPS project was driven
by the following military problem statement: "The JFC requires adequate capability to
rapidly integrate and focus national to tactical collection assets to achieve the persistent
surveillance of a designated geographic area or a specific mission set." The
genesis/mandate was that five of the top 40 FY 09-10 priority warfighter challenges
(WFCs) require persistent surveillance solutions (WFCs 2, 4, 13, 20, 30) as reported by
USPACOM, USCENTCOM, and the Marine Corps Combat Development Command.
Experimentation included a stakeholder conference; baseline assessment; a
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constructive simulation effort; a "human-in-the-loop" experiment; and a multi-Service,
coalition, live-fly environment experiment that simulated operations in Afghanistan
(EMPIRE CHALLENGE 2010). Development of the JIPS handbook is tied to the four
major outcomes from experimentation and reflects concepts of operations developed
for the proposed DOTMLPF-P change recommendation submission.
This book contains a large number of stories that were told to me as a young boy
growing-up in Tennessee about the many adventures that my father experienced while
serving in the United States Navy. Many of these stories cover specific events that my
father participated in during the Korean Armed Conflict. The events and opinions
contained within the individual stories represent those verbalized by my father. These
stories contain rich and colorful language, and they reflect a United States Navy
sailor’s life during the mid-20th Century. My father, like all good story tellers, molded
the events and experiences from his life into his stories to captivate the audience as
well as create a larger than life version of what took place. Collectively, these stories
provide insight into the thoughts and concerns of the generation of Americans that
fought in the Korean Armed Conflict.
Featured on The Jocko Podcast “The finest little handbook on leadership and training
ever written.” --Col. David Hackworth, author of the bestseller About Face Guidelines
for the Leader and the Commander is an enduring classic. Written by the Army’s
premier trainer of the twentieth century, this is a wide-ranging collection of principles
and maxims to guide the building, training, and leading of any organization, with a focus
on the individuals who make up that organization. Clarke intended the book to enlighten
and instruct leaders, and those who aspire to leadership, in every profession and every
walk of life. Thoughtful as well as concrete, pithy and often conversational, Clarke’s
book resonates today.
This handbook, “Joint Force Land Component Commander Handbook (FM 3-31 /
MCWP 3-40.7),” is designed for planning and conducting land operations requiring the
close coordination of Army forces (ARFOR) and Marine Corps forces (MARFOR) under
the control of a joint force land component commander (JFLCC) within the joint
operations area (JOA). Joint force land component (JFLC) command operations
addressed are primarily those involving large forces to include Army divisions and
Marine expeditionary forces (MEFs) and the conduct of operations outside of an
amphibious objective area (AOA), if designated. This handbook is also useful for
planning and conducting land operations across the range of military operations and in
multinational environments. Formation, functions, and organization of the JFLC
command are addressed herein. Also discussed are the operational questions of who,
what, when, and how of JFLC command operations in support of a campaign by a joint
force commander (JFC). Joint doctrine establishes that the JFLCC option is available to
the JFC. However, the doctrine necessary for planning and executing the JFLCC
concept is still evolving. This United States Army (USA)/United States Marine Corps
(USMC) handbook provides information and guidance to assist readers in the forming,
planning, training, and execution of the JFLCC concept.
This book "provides a general description of the law of land warfare for Soldiers and
Marines, delineated as statements of doctrine and practice, to guide the land forces in
conducting disciplined military operations in accordance with the rule of law."
The newest edition in the line of Amazon deluxe Star Wars titles — The Jedi Path, Book
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of Sith, and The Bounty Hunter Code — brings the sinister and yet functional details of
the Empire to light in the form of an Imperial handbook. As the Imperial Empire
expands, high-ranking officials from each branch of the Imperial Military have set down
tactical guidelines and procedures for all newly ascending commanders. Set inuniverse, this compendium of ordinance, mission reports, and Imperial philosophy was
intercepted by members of the Rebel Alliance, some of whom also left commentary
scribbled in the margins. Housed in a deluxe case that opens with lights and sounds,
this never-before-seen Imperial Handbook is perfect for Star Wars fans—on both sides
of the Rebellion. Explore how service aboard the Death Star differs from service aboard
a Destroyer. Learn what the Empire's standard procedures were for dealing with
smugglers. Discover what long-term Imperial plans the Rebellion thwarted. Find out
what the role of the 501st Legion really was.
This handbook is designed to assist joint task force commanders and staffs in planning,
organizing, conducting, and assessing attack the network (AtN) activities in support of
military operations. It describes the fundamental actions, analytical methodology (i.e.,
AtN framework) that forms the basis for identifying and exploiting threat network
vulnerabilities, AtN roles and responsibilities of the joint task force staff, and
contributions of civil organizations in the planning, execution and assessment of AtN
activities.
The Commander's Handbook on the Law of Naval OperationsCommander's Handbook
on the Law of Armed ConflictThe commander's handbook on the law of naval
operationsU.S. NAVY MANUALS COMBINED: OPERATIONS SECURITY (OPSEC)
NTTP 3-54M; NAVY INFORMATION OPERATIONS NWP 3-13; AND THE
COMMANDER’S HANDBOOK ON THE LAW OF NAVAL OPERATIONS NWP 1-14M
(2007 & 2017 EDITIONS)Jeffrey Frank Jones
As U.S. Joint Forces Command continues to interact with the combatant commands
and Services, we recognize that there is no universal agreement on the best way to
plan and execute a strategic communication and related activities strategy. Additionally,
there is very little doctrinal guidance, consequently we have updated this pre-doctrinal
handbook to help joint force commanders and their staffs understand alternative
perspectives, techniques, procedures, "best practices," and organizational options.
Strategic communication must be at the heart of U.S. Government efforts to inform and
influence key audiences in support of U.S. national interests, policies, and objectives.
We seek to achieve this influence by understanding and engaging them with
coordinated programs, plans, themes, messages, images, and products synchronized
with the actions of all instruments of national power. The U.S. military plays an
instrumental supporting role in strategic communication, primarily through information
operations, public affairs, visual information, and defense support to public diplomacy.
Strategic communication considerations should be associated with every military
operation across the entire range of military operations from routine, recurring military
activities in peacetime through major operations. Every commander should develop a
coordinated and synchronized communication strategy and provide guidance for the
support and execution of a coherent effort. Effectively synchronized strategic
communication has the potential to achieve national, theaterstrategic and operationallevel objectives in a manner that could lessen the requirement for combat in many
operations. This is especially the case in circumstances where the focus of operations
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is on gaining and maintaining support of the relevant population, such as in
counterinsurgency and other operations associated with irregular warfare. During the
past five years, understanding of strategic communication and its impact on joint
operations has continued to evolve across the joint community. These experiences and
insights are described in this handbook. I encourage you to use the information in this
handbook and provide feedback to help us capture value-added ideas for incorporation
in emerging joint doctrine.
The 1991 version of the Battalion Commander's Handbook was written primarily for the
recently selected battalion commander. It proves tips on how to transition into command and
how to approach some of the more interesting challenges. The Handbook can also be useful to
incumbent commanders at all levels as a source of ideas. This Handbook updates the versions
produced by USAWC students in the Classes of 1977, 1980, and 1984. The first two chapters
address the more common concerns of all new commanders regardless of the type battalion
he will command. Issues which are particularly critical before and shortly after assuming
command are emphasized, but there is a broad range of memory-joggers which should prove
useful throughout an entire command tour. Chapters 3 through 8 deal with unique aspects of
specific type battalions. Chapter 9 highlights the very important area of family support.
Equal opportunity is and will always be about leadership. The lifeblood of our Corps is Marines,
and without Marines, there can be no Corps. Therefore, it is the intent of the Marine Corps
Equal Opportunity Policy to remain as was outlined in a letter written in 1972 by thenCommandant Robert Cushman to all general officers and commanding officers in which he
wrote: "I view our human relations efforts as major steps in helping the Corps to attain that
environment of equal opportunity, understanding, and professionalism so vital to our future
effectiveness. That environment, when combined with an open, two-way channel of
communication among all Marines, will permit us to devote our total energies toward
maintaining what our Nation needs and expects from us, a combat ready Corps of Marines."
The Marine Corps is committed to equal opportunity for all Marines, Sailors and civilian
Marines without regard to their race, color, national origin, ethnicity, religion, gender, age or
mental/physical disabilities as is consistent with the law and regulations. As part of their
functions, our military and civilian leaders are charged with the responsibility to ensure that this
policy is carried out. Our ability to accomplish the mission boils down today, as it always has,
to the individual Marine, Sailor and civilian Marine. This will not change. Marines are our most
precious asset and we protect them as individuals by fair, scrupulous and unbiased treatment.
It is the obligation of each member in the chain of command to ensure that this sense of
fairness is constant and genuine. I expect commanders and civilian supervisors to take prompt
and vigorous action where and when deviations from this obligation are discovered.
Commanders and civilian supervisors are expected to create and sustain a positive command
equal opportunity climate, while ensuring that complainants have legal protection from any and
all forms of reprisal. Our Marines, Sailors and civilian Marines must be confident that this
process works for them and for the Marine Corps in which they serve so selflessly. This
handbook is designed to assist commanders, civilian activity heads and investigating officers
when they are presented with an EO/EEO complaint. The handbook highlights the Federal and
Marine Corps policies and regulations for complaints of discrimination. It is a guide on how to
investigate and resolve complaints that may occur within the command or activity.
Investigations into EO/EEO complaints have unique requirements that must be met in order for
the investigations to be successful. This handbook addresses these requirements and will
provide the commander, civilian activity head and the investigating officer with the necessary
information to properly resolve such cases.
This publication, Field Manual FM 6-27 MCTP 11-10C The Commander's Handbook on the
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Law of Land Warfare August 2019, provides guidance to Soldiers and Marines on the doctrine
and practice related to customary and treaty law applicable to the conduct of warfare on land
and to relationships between opposing belligerents, in order to train and prepare for combat
operations. Although some of the legal principles set forth herein also apply to warfare at sea
and in the air, this publication otherwise concerns itself with the rules peculiar to naval and
aerial warfare only to the extent that such rules have some direct bearing on the activities of
Soldiers and Marines operating on land.Commanders, staffs, and subordinates must ensure
that their decisions and actions comply with applicable U.S., international, and in some cases
host-nation laws and regulations. Commanders at all levels will ensure that their Soldiers or
Marines operate in accordance with the law of armed conflict (LOAC) and applicable rules of
engagement. This is an official publication of the U.S. Army and a referenced publication for
the U.S. Marine Corps. The principal audience for this publication is Army and Marine Corps
commanders as well as Army and Marine Corps judge advocates. Commanders and staffs of
Army and Marine Corps headquarters serving as joint task force or multinational headquarters
should also refer to applicable joint or multinational doctrine. Trainers and educators
throughout the Army and Marine Corps will also use this publication where appropriate. This
publication often describes legal concepts in general terms for non-lawyers rather than
exhaustively.
"This field manual provides a general description of the law of land warfare for Soldiers and
Marines, delineated as statements of doctrine and practice, to guide the land forces in
conducting disciplined military operations in accordance with the rule of law."--Foreword.
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