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The Closed Circle Jonathan Coe
The Closed Circle is Jonathan Coe's hilarious sequel to The Rotters' Club It's the end of
the century and Benjamin Trotter and friends are all grown up. Life is a ceaseless whirl
of jobs, marriages, kids - and self-inflicted angst. Despite the shiny optimism of Blair's
Britain, youthful hopes and dreams feel betrayed. Is the Government (and by extension
Benjamin's MP brother Paul) to blame? Or are the 'rotters' themselves - only passingly
faithful to their dreams - really at fault? The Closed Circle - sequel to The Rotters' Club
- depicts a group of former school friends as older, wiser and disillusioned in Blair's
Britain at the turn of the millennium. It proves that the present can never truly be
disentangled from the past. 'Terrific. An incisive portrait of Britain at the turn of the
century' Spectator 'Coe's finest achievement since What a Carve up!' Time Out 'Popular
fiction at its best' Daily Mail Jonathan Coe's novels are filled with biting political satire,
moving and astute observations of life and hilarious set pieces that have made him one
of the most popular writers of his generation. His other titles, The Accidental Woman,
The Dwarves of Death, The Terrible Privacy of Maxwell Sim, The House of Sleep
(winner of the 1998 Prix Médicis Étranger), A Touch of Love, What a Carve Up! (winner
of the 1995 John Llewellyn Rhys Prize) and The Rain Before it Falls, are all available in
Penguin paperback.
Maxwell Sim can’t seem to make a single meaningful connection. His absent father
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was always more interested in poetry; he maintains an e-mail correspondence with his
estranged wife, though under a false identity; his incomprehensible teenage daughter
prefers her BlackBerry to his conversation; and his best friend since childhood is
refusing to return his calls. He has seventy-four friends on Facebook, but nobody to talk
to. In an attempt to stir himself out of this horrible rut, Max quits his job as a customer
liaison at the local department store and accepts a strange business proposition that
falls in his lap by chance: he’s hired to drive a Prius full of toothbrushes to the remote
Shetland Islands, part of a misguided promotional campaign for a dental-hygiene
company intent on illustrating the slogan “We Reach Furthest.” But Max’s trip doesn’t
go as planned, as he’s unable to resist making a series of impromptu visits to important
figures from his past who live en route. After a string of cruelly enlightening and
intensely awkward misadventures, he finds himself falling in love with the soothing
voice of his GPS system (“Emma”) and obsessively identifying with a sailor who
perpetrated a notorious hoax and subsequently lost his mind. Eventually Max begins to
wonder if perhaps it’s a severe lack of self-knowledge that’s hampering his ability to
form actual relationships. A humane satire and modern-day picaresque, The Terrible
Privacy of Maxwell Sim is a gently comic and rollickingly entertaining novel about the
paradoxical difficulties of making genuine attachments in a world of advanced
communications technology and rampant social networking.
From the author of "Tending Roses" comes "a warmhearted tale of love and longing,
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grits and cowboys, horse psychology and dinosaur tracks" (Claire Cook, author of
"Must Love Dogs").
The characters of The Rotters’ Club–Jonathan Coe’s beloved novel of adolescent life
in the 1970s–have bartered their innocence for the vengeance of middle age in this
incisive portrait of Cool Britannia at the millennium.
In his heyday, during the 1960s and early 1970s, B. S. Johnson was one of the best-
known young novelists in Britain. A passionate advocate for the avant-garde in both
literature and film, he became famous -- not to say notorious -- both for his forthright
views on the future of the novel and for his idiosyncratic ways of putting them into
practice. But in November 1973 Johnson's lifelong depression got the better of him, and
he was found dead at his north London home. He had taken his own life at the age of
forty. Jonathan Coe's biography is based upon unique access to the vast collection of
papers Johnson left behind after his death, and upon dozens of interviews with those
who knew him best. As unconventional in form as one of its subject's own novels, it
paints a remarkable picture -- sometimes hilarious, often overwhelmingly sad -- of a
tortured personality; a man whose writing tragically failed to keep at bay the demons
that pursued him.
A superb collection of short fiction--her first in thirty years and spanning many
geographies--from the critically acclaimed author of Monkeys, Evening, and Thirty Girls.
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK. A writer dryly catalogs the myriad reasons
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she cannot write; an artist bicycles through a protest encampment in lower Manhattan
and ruminates on an elusive lover; an old woman on her deathbed calls out for a man
other than her husband; a hapless fifteen-year-old boy finds himself in sexual peril; two
young people in the 1990s fall helplessly in love, then bicker just as helplessly, tortured
by jealousy and mistrust. In each of these stories Minot explores the difficult geometry
of human relations, the lure of love and physical desire, and the lifelong quest for
meaning and connection. Her characters are all searching for truth, in feeling and in
action, as societal norms are upended and justice and coherence flounder. Urgent and
immediate, precisely observed, deeply felt, and gorgeously written, the stories in Why I
Don't Write showcase an author at the top of her form.
A comedy for our times" (The Guardian), Middle England is a piercing and provocative
novel about a country in crisis. From the frenzy of the 2012 Olympics to the aftermath of
the Brexit referendum, here Jonathan Coe chronicles the story of modern Britain by
way of a cast of characters whose world is being upended. There are newlyweds who
disagree about the country's future and, possibly, their relationship; a political
commentator who writes impassioned columns about austerity from his lavish town
house while his radical teenage daughter undertakes a relentless quest for universal
justice; and Benjamin Trotter, who embarks on an apparently doomed new career in
middle age, and his father, whose last wish is to vote to leave the European Union. A
sequel to The Rotters' Club and The Closed Circle that stands entirely alone, Middle
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England is a darkly comic look at our strange new world.
The long-awaited new novel from one of America’s most highly regarded contemporary
writers, The Committed follows the unnamed Sympathizer as he arrives in Paris in the
early 1980s with his blood brother Bon. The pair try to overcome their pasts and ensure
their futures by engaging in capitalism in one of its purest forms: drug dealing.
Traumatized by his reeducation at the hands of his former best friend, Man, and
struggling to assimilate into French culture, the Sympathizer finds Paris both seductive
and disturbing. As he falls in with a group of left-wing intellectuals whom he meets at
dinner parties given by his French Vietnamese “aunt,” he finds stimulation for his mind
but also customers for his narcotic merchandise. But the new life he is making has
perils he has not foreseen, whether the self-torture of addiction, the authoritarianism of
a state locked in a colonial mindset, or the seeming paradox of how to reunite his two
closest friends whose worldviews put them in absolute opposition. The Sympathizer will
need all his wits, resourcefulness, and moral flexibility if he is to prevail. Both literary
thriller and novel of ideas, The Committed is a blistering portrayal of commitment and
betrayal that will cement Viet Thanh Nguyen’s position in the firmament of American
letters.
Four teenage boys, friends and schoolmates, deal with the hopes, dreams,
traumas, and challenges of adolescence as they come of age in industrial
Birmingham, a British city that is confronting its own economic crisis, during the

Page 5/24



Download Free The Closed Circle Jonathan Coe

upheaval and change of the 1970s. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.
Jonathan Coe is a highly-acclaimed writer whose work has enjoyed worldwide
success. This study, the first of its kind, explores the full range of Coe's work,
offering readers a comprehensive and accessible overview of his novels, fiction
and other writings, as well as the surrounding criticism. The volume also features
a new interview with Coe.
WINNER OF THE THE COSTA NOVEL AWARD 2019 'The book everyone is
talking about' The Times 'A comedy for our times' Guardian
__________________ The country is changing and, up and down the land,
cracks are appearing - within families and between generations. In the Midlands
Benjamin Trotter is trying to help his aged father navigate a Britain that seems to
have forgotten he exists, whilst in London his friend Doug doesn't understand
why his teenage daughter is eternally enraged. Meanwhile, newlyweds Sophie
and Ian can find nothing to agree on except the fact that their marriage is on the
rocks . . . __________________ 'Coe's back with a bang. Middle England is the
novel about Brexit we need' Daily Telegraph 'A pertinent, entertaining study of a
nation in crisis' Financial Times, Books of the Year 'Very funny. Coe - a writer of
uncommon decency - reminds us that the way out of this mess is through
moderation, through compromise, through that age-old English ability to laugh at
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ourselves' Observer
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER •
“Spectacular . . . [Téa Obreht] spins a tale of such marvel and magic in a literary
voice so enchanting that the mesmerized reader wants her never to
stop.”—Entertainment Weekly Look for Téa Obreht’s second novel, Inland, now
available. NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY Michiko
Kakutani, The New York Times • Entertainment Weekly • The Christian Science
Monitor • The Kansas City Star • Library Journal Weaving a brilliant latticework
of family legend, loss, and love, Téa Obreht, the youngest of The New Yorker’s
twenty best American fiction writers under forty, has spun a timeless novel that
will establish her as one of the most vibrant, original authors of her generation. In
a Balkan country mending from war, Natalia, a young doctor, is compelled to
unravel the mysterious circumstances surrounding her beloved grandfather’s
recent death. Searching for clues, she turns to his worn copy of The Jungle Book
and the stories he told her of his encounters over the years with “the deathless
man.” But most extraordinary of all is the story her grandfather never told her—the
legend of the tiger’s wife. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR
BY The Wall Street Journal • O: The Oprah Magazine • The Economist • Vogue
• Slate • Chicago Tribune • The Seattle Times • Dayton Daily News • Publishers
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Weekly • Alan Cheuse, NPR’s All Things Considered “Stunning . . . a richly
textured and searing novel.”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times “[Obreht]
has a talent for subtle plotting that eludes most writers twice her age, and her
descriptive powers suggest a kind of channeled genius. . . . No novel [this year]
has been more satisfying.”—The Wall Street Journal “Filled with astonishing
immediacy and presence, fleshed out with detail that seems firsthand, The
Tiger’s Wife is all the more remarkable for being the product not of observation
but of imagination.”—The New York Times Book Review “That The Tiger’s Wife
never slips entirely into magical realism is part of its magic. . . . Its graceful
commingling of contemporary realism and village legend seems even more
absorbing.”—The Washington Post
A Touch of Love is Jonathan Coe's delightfully comic and moving novel about not
fitting in Robin, a postgraduate student in Coventry, has spent four and a half
years not writing his thesis. He and his academic colleagues, united by pallor,
social ineptitude and sexual inexperience, once spent hours discussing their
theories, but they somehow never made it into print. Now his unfinished thesis
languishes in a drawer, and Robin hides in his room, increasingly frightened by a
world he doesn't understand. His friends have failed him and romance eludes
him. His only outlet is his short stories, scribbled in notebooks and expressing his
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secret obsessions and frustrations. Then, when an unfortunate and embarrassing
incident in a public park lands him in serious trouble, Robin's life finally spirals out
of control. . . A Touch of Love is a brilliant, bittersweet book that will be enjoyed
by readers of David Nicholls, Nick Hornby and lovers of comic fiction. 'A
magnetic, moving tale' Observer 'Very funny' The Times Literary Supplement
'Witty and astringently intelligent' Guardian Jonathan Coe's novels are filled with
biting social commentary, moving and astute observations of life and hilarious set
pieces that have made him one of the most popular writers of his generation. His
other titles, The Accidental Woman, The Rotters' Club (winner of the Everyman
Wodehouse prize), The Terrible Privacy of Maxwell Sim, The House of Sleep
(winner of the1998 Prix Médicis Étranger), What a Carve Up! (winner of the 1995
John Llewellyn Rhys Prize) and The Rain Before it Falls, are all available as
Penguin paperback.
Beginning in the early years of this century, Number 11 follows two friends,
Alison and Rachel, as they come of age. As the narrative progresses from the
aftermath of the Iraq War to the present day, its scope broadens to include others
who are variously connected to these two girls: Alison’s mother, a has-been
singer, competes on a grisly reality TV show; Rachel’s university mentor finally
confronts her late husband’s obsessive search for a German film he saw as a
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child; a young police constable investigates the seemingly unrelated deaths of
two stand-up comedians; and a giant spider lurks in the darkness beneath one of
London’s most staggeringly expensive neighborhoods. Combining his signature
humor, psychological insight and social commentary, Jonathan Coe holds up a
disquieting, unforgiving mirror in which to reflect a world where the systems are
broken and everyone can—and perhaps must—name his or her own price.
Glowing red lines split their faces. Shock-red hair and clothes warn people to flee
their approach. They are plague birds, the powerful merging of humans and
artificial intelligences who serve as judges and executioners after the collapse of
civilization. And the plague birds’ judgment is swift and deadly, as Crista
discovered as a child when she watched one kill her mother. In a world of gene-
modded humans constantly watched over by benevolent AIs, everyone hates and
fears the plague birds. But to save her father and home village, Crista becomes
the very creature she fears the most. And her first task as a plague bird is hunting
down an ancient group of murderers wielding magic-like powers. As Crista and
her AI symbiote travel farther from home than she ever imagined, they are
plunged into a strange world where she judges wrongdoers, befriends other
outcasts, and uncovers an extremely personal conspiracy that threatens the lives
of millions. Plague Birds is a genre-bending mix of science fiction and dark
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fantasy and the epic story of a young woman who becomes one of the future’s
most hated creatures, with a killer AI bonded to her very blood.
"A story of family, war, art, and betrayal set around an ancient, ancestral home in
the Tuscan countryside"--
A dream of a novel." --Erica Wagner, The Times (London) Following The Winshaw
Legacy--Coe's ecstatically reviewed American debut, winner of the John Lewellyn Rhys
Prize in England and France's coveted Prix du Meilleur Livre Étranger--comes this
beguiling, eccentric entertainment. Ashdown--a vast clifftop manor on the English
coast--was once a university residence, where a group of students met briefly before
going their separate ways. Twelve years later, it has been transformed into a clinic for
sleep disorders, and a series of strange coincidences and ostensible synchronicities
draws the same group of people together once again, each of them in different ways
plagued by sleep. Sarah is narcoleptic, and her inability to distinguish between dreams
and waking reality gives rise to a great many misunderstandings--one of which is to
change Robert's life forever, as he persists for years (and then some) in his attempt to
win her love. For Terry, a disillusioned film critic whose career has been derailed by
Sarah's affliction, sleep is merely a memory, for his insomnia is complete and he can
only yearn for the tantalizing dreams he enjoyed in youth. And for the increasingly
deranged Dr. Dudden, who has made the subject the focus of his medical practice,
sleep is nothing less than a global disease. With panache worthy of Nabokov, and with
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the heart to match his sophistication, Jonathan Coe has written a breathtakingly original
comedy about the powers we acquire--and those we relinquish--when we fall asleep, or
fall in love. "This is a remarkable book, most impressive for its subtle narrative
patterning, like a dapple of light and shade, allowing us to indulge the illusion of
understanding its characters, until, all at once, the darkness, the isolation and the
mystery return. Perhaps most strange of all, for a novel about insomniacs, The House
of Sleep is a wonderful bedtime read." --David Nokes, Sunday Times
A hands-on guide to the theory and practice of bank credit analysis and ratings In this
revised edition, Jonathan Golin and Philippe Delhaise expand on the role of bank credit
analysts and the methodology of their practice. Offering investors and practitioners an
insider's perspective on how rating agencies assign all-important credit ratings to
banks, the book is updated to reflect today's environment of increased oversight and
demands for greater transparency. It includes international case studies of bank credit
analysis, suggestions and insights for understanding and complying with the Basel
Accords, techniques for reviewing asset quality on both quantitative and qualitative
bases, explores the restructuring of distressed banks, and much more. Features charts,
graphs, and spreadsheet illustrations to further explain topics discussed in the text
Includes international case studies from North America, Asia, and Europe that offer
readers a global perspective Offers coverage of the Basel Accords on Capital
Adequacy and Liquidity and shares the authors' view that a bank could be compliant
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under those and other regulations without being creditworthy A uniquely practical guide
to bank credit analysis as it is currently practiced around the world, The Bank Credit
Analysis Handbook, Second Edition is a must-have resource for equity analysts, credit
analysts, and bankers, as well as wealth managers and investors.
Sarah is a narcoleptic who has dreams so vivid she mistakes them for real events;
Robert has had his life changed for ever by the misunderstandings arising from her
condition; Terry, the insomniac, spends his wakeful nights fuelling his obsession with
movies; and the increasingly unstable Dr Gregory Dudden sees sleep as a life-
shortening disease which must be eradicated . A group of students sharing a house.
They fall in and out of love, they drift apart. Yet a decade later they are drawn back
together by a series of coincidences involving their obsession with sleep - and each
other ...
Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine's beloved musical masterpiece becomes a major
motion picture, starring Meryl Streep and Johnny Depp.
‘Struggling Giant’ explores the future of this emerging economic powerhouse and what
the next two decades might bring in the critical areas of the environment, economy and
political stability.
The Closed CircleVintage
This book explores the intricate manifestations of contemporary power, its related
ideology, and the “resistance” and reaction to the dominant discourse in Jonathan
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Coe’s political fiction, covering the dismantling of the British social-democratic
consensus, Thatcherism and Blairism, up to the new ideology of “Globalism.” Beyond
the predictable dichotomy of support-opposition to power, the book argues the modern
individual seems to have found another ontological approach, for which it coins the
concept of “intentional unpower”. Furthermore, it demonstrates that there are three
possibilities regarding the evolution of this type of social response, and invites the
readers to discover them, while enjoying Coe’s subtlety and humour. Given its broad
approach, the book will appeal to researchers in a wide range of domains, including
literary and cultural studies, political theory, and sociology, as well as any reader
fascinated with the essence of power, intellectual response, and discourses containing
their own elements of subversion.
A WICKEDLY FUNNY TAKE ON LIFE UNDER THE THATCHER GOVERNMENT BY
THE PRIZE-WINNING AUTHOR OF MIDDLE ENGLAND It is the 1980s and the
Winshaw family are getting richer and crueller by the year: Newspaper-columnist Hilary
gets thousands for telling it like it isn't; Henry's turning hospitals into car parks; Roddy's
selling art in return for sex; down on the farm Dorothy's squeezing every last pound
from her livestock; Thomas is making a killing on the stock exchange; and Mark is
selling arms to dictators. But once their hapless biographer Michael Owen starts
investigating the family's trail of greed, corruption and immoral doings, the time growing
ripe for the Winshaws to receive their comeuppance . . . 'A sustained feat of humour,
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suspense and polemic, full of twists and ironies' Hilary Mantel, Sunday Times 'A riveting
social satire on the chattering and all-powerful upper classes' Time Out 'Big, hilarious,
intricate, furious, moving' Guardian
In May 2005 Penguin will publish 70 unique titles to celebrate the company's 70th
birthday. The titles in the Pocket Penguins series are emblematic of the
renowned breadth of quality of the Penguin list and will hark back to Penguin
founder Allen Lane's vision of good books for all'. was assured. There followed a
string of widely acclaimed novels that together chart the changing social fabric of
Britain over the last thirty years. 9th and 13th brings together several uncollected
pieces of fiction and non-fiction, some of which never before published in the UK,
from the master of comedy and pathos.
A timely and unsettling novel about the people drawn to--and unmoored by--a
local activist group more dangerous than it appears. From the winner of the
PEN/Malamud Award and "one of our most gifted writers" (Chicago Tribune).
Once a promising actor, Tim Brettigan has gone missing. His father thinks he
may have seen him among some homeless people. And though she knows he
left on purpose, his mother has been searching for him all over their home city of
Minneapolis. She checks the usual places-- churches, storefronts, benches--and
stumbles upon a local community group with lofty goals and an enigmatic leader.
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Christina, a young woman rapidly becoming addicted to a boutique drug that
gives her a feeling of blessedness, is inexplicably drawn to the same collective by
a man who's convinced he may start a revolution. A vision of modern American
society and the specters of the consumerism, fanaticism, and fear that haunt it,
The Sun Collective captures both the mystery and the violence that punctuate
our daily lives.
An English public employee becomes embroiled in a Soviet plot while he
oversees the construction of an authentic British pub being showcased at the
1958 World's Fair in Brussels. By the author of The Winshaw Legacy. 10,000 first
printing.
From Granny Catchprice, who runs her family business -- and her family -- with
senility, cunning, and a handbag full of explosives to sixteen-year-old Benny, who
dreams of transforming a failing automobile franchise into an empire -- and
himself into an angel -- the Catchprices may be the most spectacularly
contentious family since Dostoevsky's Karamozovs. But when a beautiful and
very pregnant agent of the Australian Taxation Office enters their lives, the
resulting collision becomes, in Carey's hands, masterpiece of coal-black humour
and compassionate horror.
In novels such as What A Carve Up! and The Rotters' Club, Jonathan Coe has
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established himself as one of the great satirical writers of our time. Covering all of
his major novels, including his most recent book Number 11, Jonathan Coe:
Contemporary British Satire includes chapters by leading and emerging scholars
of contemporary British writing. The book features a preface by Coe himself and
covers the ways in which his work grapples with such themes as class politics,
popular music, sex, gender and the media.
As a young girl, Rosamond is sent to Shropshire to escape the Blitz. Here, in the
countryside, she forms a close bond with her older cousin, Beatrix, a young
woman haunted by anger and resentment. Sixty years later, just before her
death, Rosamond records her memories on cassettes, addressing them to a
distant cousin—a near stranger-named Imogen. As Gill, her beloved niece, listens
to these tapes, a heart—stopping family saga is revealed. In this masterful portrait
of three generations of woman, Jonathan Coe exposes the profound reserves of
hope and loss within the lives of ordinary woman.
Birmingham, England, c. 1973: industrial strikes, bad pop music, corrosive class
warfare, adolescent angst, IRA bombings. Four friends: a class clown who stoops
very low for a laugh; a confused artist enthralled by guitar rock; an earnest radical
with socialist leanings; and a quiet dreamer obsessed with poetry, God, and the
prettiest girl in school. As the world appears to self-destruct around them, they
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hold together to navigate the choppy waters of a decidedly ambiguous decade.
The Accidental Woman is a wickedly funny novel from bestseller Jonathan Coe
For Maria, nothing is certain. Her life is a chain of accidents. Untouched by
friendship, unimpressed by devoted Ronny and his endless marriage proposals,
she lives in a world of her own, but not of her own making. Even as she stumbled
on through university, work, marriage and motherhood, Maria finds it hard to see
what all the fuss is about. Will our heroine ever be able to control the direction of
her life, or will it end, as it began, by accident? What does chance next have in
store for her? From the author of the award-winning The Rotters' Club and What
a Carve Up!, The Accidental Woman will be enjoyed by readers of Nick Hornby
and William Boyd and centres on a quirky and highly individual woman who is still
struggling to find her place in life. 'The Accidental Woman has a cocky individual
voice of its own. . . here's precocious, rebellious talent' Mail on Sunday 'Slyly
parodies the clichés of most first novels' Guardian 'A convincing stuffy of the
random impetuses by which human lives tend to be governed. It is also very
funny' Spectator Jonathan Coe's novels are filled with biting social commentary,
moving and astute observations of life and hilarious set pieces that have made
him one of the most popular writers of his generation. His other titles, What a
Carve Up! (winner of the 1995 John Llewellyn Rhys Prize), A Touch of Love, The
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Rotters' Club (winner of the Everyman Wodehouse prize), The Closed Circle, The
Terrible Privacy of Maxwell Sim, The House of Sleep (winner of the1998 Prix
Médicis Étranger), and The Rain Before it Falls, are all available in Penguin
paperback.
Before they became legendary writers, Charlotte Brontë, Emily Brontë, and Anne
Brontë were detectors in this charming historical mystery... Yorkshire, 1845. A young
wife and mother has gone missing from her home, leaving behind two small children
and a large pool of blood. Just a few miles away, a humble parson's daughters--the
Brontë sisters--learn of the crime. Charlotte, Emily, and Anne Brontë are horrified and
intrigued by the mysterious disappearance. These three creative, energetic, and
resourceful women quickly realize that they have all the skills required to make for
excellent "lady detectors." Not yet published novelists, they have well-honed
imaginations and are expert readers. And, as Charlotte remarks, "detecting is reading
between the lines--it's seeing what is not there." As they investigate, Charlotte, Emily,
and Anne are confronted with a society that believes a woman's place is in the home,
not scouring the countryside looking for clues. But nothing will stop the sisters from
discovering what happened to the vanished bride, even as they find their own lives are
in great peril...
Can desire really transform reality? From award-winning novelist Jonathan Coe and
distinguished Italian artist Chiara Coccorese comes The Broken Mirror, a political
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parable for children, a contemporary fairy tale for adults, and a fable for all ages. One
day Claire, to escape her quarrelsome parents, takes refuge in the dump behind her
house. There she finds a broken mirror, a nasty piece of sharp glass... yet she is
strangely drawn to it. She soon discovers it has the power to transform even the most
drab reality into a fairy-tale world: the grey sky is reflected blue, and Claire’s modest,
suburban house is transformed into the most beautiful castle. As Claire grows older,
always accompanied by her magic mirror, she can see her face without her teenage
acne, and her town before it fell victim to thieving property developers. But, in reality,
libraries are being turned into luxury flats wherever she looks, and the boy Claire loves
is instead her worst enemy. Frustrated and angry with the mirror’s illusions, Claire is
about to destroy it when the mysterious Peter steps in: he has also found a shard of
broken mirror, and so begins their journey to piece together the larger puzzle...
Previously published in Italian, French, Greek and Dutch, The Broken Mirror comes to
life in English for the first time, to be read with equal pleasure by children and adults.
'A wildly entertaining but uncomfortable read ... Pitilessly brilliant' JONATHAN COE.
'There will not be much political writing in this or any other year that is carried off with
such style' The Times. A TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR. 'A quite brilliant dissection of
the cultural roots of the Brexit narrative' David Miliband. 'Hugely entertaining and
engrossing' Roddy Doyle. 'Best book about the English that I've read for ages' Billy
Bragg. A fierce, mordantly funny and perceptive book about the act of national self-
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harm known as Brexit. A great democratic country tears itself apart, and engages in the
dangerous pleasures of national masochism. Trivial journalistic lies became far from
trivial national obsessions; the pose of indifference to truth and historical fact came to
define the style of an entire political elite; a country that once had colonies redefined
itself as an oppressed nation requiring liberation. Fintan O'Toole also discusses the
fatal attraction of heroic failure, once a self-deprecating cult in a hugely successful
empire that could well afford the occasional disaster. Now failure is no longer heroic – it
is just failure, and its terrible costs will be paid by the most vulnerable of Brexit's
supporters. A new afterword lays out the essential reforms that are urgently needed if
England is to have a truly democratic future and stable relations with its nearest
neighbours.
This compelling account concludes Nobel Prize–winner Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s
literary memoirs of his years in the West after his forced exile from the USSR following
the publication of The Gulag Archipelago. The book reflects both the pain of separation
from his Russian homeland and the chasm of miscomprehension between him and
Western opinion makers. In Between Two Millstones, Solzhenitsyn likens his position to
that of a grain that becomes lodged between two massive stones, each grinding
away—the Soviet Communist power with its propaganda machine on the one hand and
the Western establishment with its mainstream media on the other. Book 2 picks up the
story of Solzhenitsyn’s remarkable life after the raucous publicity over his 1978
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Harvard Address has died down. The author parries attacks from the Soviet state (and
its many fellow-travelers in the Western press) as well as from recent émigrés who,
according to Solzhenitsyn, defame Russian culture, history, and religion. He shares his
unvarnished view of several infamous episodes, such as a sabotaged meeting with
Ronald Reagan, aborted Senate hearings regarding Radio Liberty, and Gorbachev’s
protracted refusal to allow The Gulag Archipelago to be published back home. There is
also a captivating chapter detailing his trips to Japan, Taiwan, and Great Britain,
including meetings with Margaret Thatcher and Prince Charles and Princess Diana.
Meanwhile, the central themes of Book 1 course through this volume, too—the immense
artistic quandary of fashioning The Red Wheel, staunch Western hostility to the
historical and future Russia (and how much can, or should, the author do about it), and
the challenges of raising his three sons in the language and spirit of Russia while cut off
from the homeland in a remote corner of rural New England. The book concludes in
1994, as Solzhenitsyn bids farewell to the West in a valedictory series of speeches and
meetings with world leaders, including John Paul II, and prepares at last to return home
with his beloved wife Natalia, full of misgivings about what use he can be in the first
chaotic years of post-Communist Russia, but never wavering in his conviction that, in
the long run, his books would speak, influence, and convince. This vibrant, faithful, and
long-awaited first English translation of Between Two Millstones, Book 2, will fascinate
Solzhenitsyn's many admirers, as well as those interested in twentieth-century history,
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Russian history, and literature in general.
Snake Robots is a novel treatment of theoretical and practical topics related to snake
robots: robotic mechanisms designed to move like biological snakes and able to
operate in challenging environments in which human presence is either undesirable or
impossible. Future applications of such robots include search and rescue, inspection
and maintenance, and subsea operations. Locomotion in unstructured environments is
a focus for this book. The text targets the disparate muddle of approaches to modelling,
development and control of snake robots in current literature, giving a unified
presentation of recent research results on snake robot locomotion to increase the
reader’s basic understanding of these mechanisms and their motion dynamics and
clarify the state of the art in the field. The book is a complete treatment of snake
robotics, with topics ranging from mathematical modelling techniques, through
mechatronic design and implementation, to control design strategies. The development
of two snake robots is described and both are used to provide experimental validation
of many of the theoretical results. Snake Robots is written in a clear and easily
understandable manner which makes the material accessible by specialists in the field
and non-experts alike. Numerous illustrative figures and images help readers to
visualize the material. The book is particularly useful to new researchers taking on a
topic related to snake robots because it provides an extensive overview of the snake
robot literature and also represents a suitable starting point for research in this area.
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The most critically acclaimed literary biography published in the UK in 2004, tells the
story of B.S. Johnson, one of Britain's most innovative, passionate, and controversial
writers of the 1960s and 70s, an unflinching advocate for the avant-garde who worked
firmly in the tradition of Joyce and Beckett.
Music, murder ... and Madeleine. William has a lot on his mind. Firstly there's The
Alaska Factory, the band he plays in. They're no good and they make his songs sound
about as groovy as an unpressed record. Secondly, there's Madeleine, his high-
maintenance girlfriend whose idea of a night of passion is an Andrew Lloyd Webber
musical followed by a doorstep peck on the cheek. Maybe they're not soulmates after
all?Lastly, there's the bizarre murder he's just witnessed. A man lies bludgeoned to
death at his feet and, unfortunately for William, there aren't too many other suspects
standing nearby...
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