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From the winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature and
author of the Cairo Trilogy, comes Akhenaten, a
fascinating work of fiction about the most infamous
pharaoh of ancient Egypt. In this beguiling novel,
originally published in Arabic in 1985, Mahfouz tells
with extraordinary insight the story of the "heretic
pharaoh," or "sun king,"--the first known monotheistic
ruler--whose iconoclastic and controversial reign
during the 18th Dynasty (1540-1307 B.C.) has
uncanny resonance with modern sensibilities.
Narrating the novel is a young man with a passion
for the truth, who questions the pharaoh's
contemporaries after his horrible death--including
Akhenaten's closest friends, his most bitter enemies,
and finally his enigmatic wife, Nefertiti--in an effort to
discover what really happened in those strange, dark
days at Akhenaten's court. As our narrator and each
of the subjects he interviews contribute their version
of Akhenaten, "the truth" becomes increasingly
evanescent. Akhenaten encompasses all of the
contradictions his subjects see in him: at once cruel
and empathic, feminine and barbaric, mad and
divinely inspired, his character, as Mahfouz imagines
him, is eerily modern, and fascinatingly ethereal. An
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ambitious and exceptionally lucid and accessible
book, Akhenaten is a work only Mahfouz could
render so elegantly, so irresistibly.
In ancient Egypt during the magnificent eighteenth
dynasty the Pharaoh Akhenaten and his queen, the
strong and beautiful Nefertiti, are engaged in a
dramatic battle against the wealthy, corrupt and
dangerously powerful priests of Amun. Haunting and
full of surprises, "Akhenaten: Son of the Sun" gives a
fascinating glimpse into an ancient civilisation. It is a
story about hate and love, despair and hope, but
more than that it is the story of extraordinary spiritual
and psychic powers being tested to their limits. "I tell
you this three millenniaafter these events took
place.Mark them well.They did not end with my
death,and they will not end with yours.","Further
information and sample chapters are available at
www.mushroom-ebooks.com
The pharaoh Akhenaten, who ruled Egypt in the midfourteenth century BCE, has been the subject of
more speculation than any other character in
Egyptian history. This provocative new biography
examines both the real Akhenaten and the myths
that have been created around him. It scrutinises the
history of the pharaoh and his reign, which has been
continually written in Eurocentric terms inapplicable
to ancient Egypt, and the archaeology of
Akhenaten's capital city, Amarna. It goes on to
explore the pharaoh's extraordinary cultural afterlife,
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and the way he has been invoked to validate
everything from psychoanalysis to racial equality to
Fascism.
Egypt; history; Eighteenth dynasty, ca. 1570-1320
B.C.
Egypt during the 18th Dynasty, about 1350 B.C. Akhenaten,
the reformist pharaoh, has died, and his successor, the child
pharaoh Tutankhamun, is effectively controlled by political
schemers with no love for Akhenaten's old supporters. Many
of these have lost their lives, but Huy, once a scribe in
Akhenaten's court, is luckier: He's lost merely his home and
the right to practice his trade. In desperation, Huy becomes a
sort of traveling troubleshooter, the world's first private eye. In
this, his first case, he is up against Egypt's powerful
priesthood and a brutal gang of tomb-robbers, all while trying
to evade the clutches of the secret police.
Little is known about Nefertiti, the Egyptian queen whose
name means “a beautiful woman has come.” She was the
wife of Akhenaten, the pharaoh who ushered in the dramatic
Amarna Age, and she bore him at least six children. She
played a prominent role in political and religious affairs, but
after Akhenaten’s death she apparently vanished and was
soon forgotten. Yet Nefertiti remains one of the most famous
and enigmatic women who ever lived. Her instantly
recognizable face adorns a variety of modern artifacts, from
expensive jewelry to cheap postcards, t-shirts, and bags, all
over the world. She has appeared on page, stage, screen,
and opera. In Britain, one woman has spent hundreds of
thousands of pounds on plastic surgery in hope of resembling
the long-dead royal. This enduring obsession is the result of
just one object: the lovely and mysterious Nefertiti bust,
created by the sculptor Thutmose and housed in Berlin’s
Neues Museum since before World War II. In Nefertiti’s
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Face, Egyptologist Joyce Tyldesley tells the story of the bust,
from its origins in a busy workshop of the late Bronze Age to
its rediscovery and controversial removal to Europe in 1912
and its present status as one of the world’s most treasured
artifacts. This wide-ranging history takes us from the temples
and tombs of ancient Egypt to wartime Berlin and engages
the latest in Pharaonic scholarship. Tyldesley sheds light on
both Nefertiti’s life and her improbable afterlife, in which she
became famous simply for being famous.
Catalog of an exhibition celebrating the 150th anniversary of
the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences.
Pharaoh Akhenaten, who reigned for seventeen years in the
fourteenth century B.C.E, is one of the most intriguing rulers
of ancient Egypt. His odd appearance and his preoccupation
with worshiping the sun disc Aten have stimulated academic
discussion and controversy for more than a century. Despite
the numerous books and articles about this enigmatic figure,
many questions about Akhenaten and the Atenism religion
remain unanswered. In Akhenaten and the Origins of
Monotheism, James K. Hoffmeier argues that Akhenaten was
not, as is often said, a radical advocating a new religion, but
rather a primitivist: that is, one who reaches back to a golden
age and emulates it. Akhenaten's inspiration was the Old
Kingdom (2650-2400 B.C.E.), when the sun-god Re/Atum
ruled as the unrivaled head of the Egyptian pantheon.
Hoffmeier finds that Akhenaten was a genuine convert to the
worship of Aten, the sole creator God, based on the
Pharoah's own testimony of a theophany, a divine encounter
that launched his monotheistic religious odyssey. The book
also explores the Atenist religion's possible relationship to
Israel's religion, offering a close comparison of the hymn to
the Aten to Psalm 104, which has been identified by scholars
as influenced by the Egyptian hymn. Through a careful
reading of key texts, artworks, and archaeological studies,
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Hoffmeier provides compelling new insights into a religion that
predated Moses and Hebrew monotheism, the impact of
Atenism on Egyptian religion and politics, and the aftermath
of Akhenaten's reign.
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In The Twelfth Transforming, bestselling author
Pauline Gedge returns to ancient Egypt to reveal the
mysterious reign of Akhenaten, the impetuous
pharaoh who threatened to ruin his country. The
dramatic story of Akhenaten's disastrous ruling is
also the tale of Empress Tiye, a mother struggling to
save her land from the catastrophe of her son's
choices. Gedge's vivid descriptions of imperial court
life among the lushness of the Nile and the
desiccation of the desert lands will enthrall readers
seeking an evocative tale of power, dynasty, family
and curses, all set in the enchanting world of ancient
Egypt.
The quartzite architectural block E16230 has been
on display in the Penn Museum for 115 years.
E16230 is one of the few large architectural pieces in
the world surviving from the much-debated reign of
the "heretic" king Akhenaten. This block is one of the
most historically significant objects on display in the
Egyptian galleries, yet it has never been analyzed or
published. This volume addresses that glaring gap
and provides for the first time a translation and
discussion of the important texts on the object, along
Page 5/12

Read Book The City Of Akhenaten And Nefertiti
Amarna And Its People New Aspects Of Antiquity
with analysis of the architectural evidence it
provides. The block is part of the once intensely
ornamented façade of a solar chapel ("sunshade")
dedicated to princess Meritaten, the eldest daughter
of Akhenaten and Nefertiti. The large (1100 kg) block
originates in a chapel that was part of a royal
ceremonial palace of Akhenaten named Per-Waenre
("the house of the Unique-one-of-Re"). Later, after
demolition of the building, the block was reused in
the city of Heliopolis as the base for a sphinx of king
Merenptah (Dynasty 19). Subsequently the block
underwent a final stage of reuse in Cairo in the
Islamic Period where it was found ca. 1898 in the
Mousky district of central Cairo. Because the block is
such a major architectural element it provides
considerable detail in the reconstruction of the
essential appearance, decoration, and other aspects
of the Meritaten sunshade. The volume addresses
the significance of the piece and the Meritaten
sunshade in the context of Akhenaten's monumental
program. Major implications emerge from the
analysis of E16230 providing further evidence on the
royal women during Akhenaten's reign. The book
examines two possibilities for the original location of
the Per-Waenre in which the Meritaten sunshade
stood. It may be part of a large Amarna Period cult
precinct at Heliopolis, which may, like the capital city
at Tell el-Amarna, have born the wider name AkhetAten, "Horizon of the Aten." Alternatively it could
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derive from Tell el-Amarna itself, possibly belonging
to a hitherto unidentified palatial complex at that site.
The book is a contribution to the study of one of the
most debated eras of ancient Egyptian history
focused on this long-ignored treasure of the Penn
Museum's Egyptian collection. University Museum
Monograph 144
Essential reading for anyoneinterested in Akhenaten
andNefertiti, the mysteriousAmarna interlude, and
lifein ancient Egypt
Nicholas Reeves’s radical interpretation of a
revolutionary king—now available in paperback. One
of the most compelling and controversial figures in
ancient Egyptian history, Akhenaten has captured
the imagination like no other Egyptian pharaoh.
Much has been written about this strange,
persecuted figure, whose depiction in effigies is
totally at odds with the traditional depiction of the
Egyptian ruler-hero. Akhenaten sought to impose
upon Egypt and its people the worship of a single
god—the sun god—and in so doing changed the
country in every way. In Akhenaten, Nicholas
Reeves presents an entirely new perspective on the
turbulent events of Akhenaten’s seventeen-year
reign. Reeves argues that, far from being the
idealistic founder of a new faith, the Egyptian ruler
cynically used religion for political gain in a
calculated attempt to reassert the authority of the
king and concentrate all power in his hands. Backed
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by abundant archaeological and documentary
evidence, Reeves’s narrative also provides many
new insights into questions that have baffled
scholars for generations—the puzzle of the body in
Tomb 55 in the Valley of the Kings; the fate of
Nefertiti, Akhenaten’s beautiful wife; the identity of
his mysterious successor, Smenkhkare; and the
theory that Tutankhamun, Akhenaten’s son and heir
to the throne, was murdered.
An illustrated cultural guide to the archaeological site
of Amarna, the best-preserved pharaonic city in
Egypt Around three thousand years ago, the
pharaoh Akhenaten turned his back on Amun, and
most of the great gods of Egypt. Abandoning
Thebes, he quickly built a grand new city in Middle
Egypt, Akhetaten--Horizon of the Aten--devoted
exclusively to the sun god Aten. Huge open-air
temples served the cult of Aten, while palaces were
decorated with painted pavements and inlaid wall
reliefs. Akhenaten created a new royal burial ground
deep in a desert valley, and his officials built
elaborate tombs decorated with scenes of the king
and his city. As thousands of people moved to
Akhetaten, it became the most important city in
Egypt. But it was not to last. Akhenaten's death
brought the abandonment of his city and an end to
one of the most startling episodes in Egyptian
history. Today, Akhetaten is known as Amarna, a
sprawling archaeological site in the province of
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Minya, halfway between Cairo and Luxor. With its
beautifully decorated tombs and vast mud-brick
ruins, it is the best-preserved pharaonic city in Egypt.
This informed and richly illustrated guidebook brings
the ancient city of Akhetaten alive with a keen
insider's eye, drawing on ongoing archaeological
research and the knowledge and insight of Amarna's
modern-day communities and caretakers to explain
key monuments and events, while offering invaluable
practical advice for visiting the site. With over 150
illustrations, maps, and plans, Amarna is both an
ideal introduction for visitors to Amarna and a
window onto the extraordinary reign of Akhenaten.
“In the process of reconstituting a long-vanished
city, the meticulously assembled book also brings to
life the exotic, almost alien society once housed
there.” —Publishers Weekly
From early towns to booming metropolises, The
Complete Cities of Ancient Egypt explores every
facet of urban life in ancient Egypt with a leading
authority in the field as a guide Ancient Egyptian
cities and towns have until recently been one of the
least-studied and least-published aspects of this
great ancient civilization. Now, new research and
excavation are transforming our knowledge. This is
the first book to bring these latest discoveries to a
wide audience and to provide a comprehensive
overview of what we know about ancient settlement
during the dynastic period. The cities range in date
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from early urban centers to large metropolises. From
houses to palaces to temples, the different parts of
Egyptian cities and towns are examined in detail,
giving a clear picture of the urban world. The
inhabitants, from servants to Pharaoh, are vividly
brought to life, placed in the context of the civil
administration that organized every detail of their
lives. Famous cities with extraordinary buildings and
fascinating histories are also examined here through
detailed individual treatments, including: Memphis,
home of the pyramid–building kings of the Old
Kingdom; Thebes, containing the greatest
concentration of monumental buildings from the
ancient world; and Amarna, intimately associated
with the pharaoh Akhenaten. An analysis of
information from modern excavations and ancient
texts recreates vibrant ancient communities,
providing range and depth beyond any other
publication on the subject.
Akhenaten, also known as Amenhotep IV, was king of Egypt
during the Eighteenth Dynasty and reigned from 1375 to 1358
B.C. E. Called the "religious revolutionary," he is the earliest
known creator of a new religion. The cult he founded broke
with Egypt's traditional polytheism and focused its worship on
a single deity, the sun god Aten. Erik Hornung, one of the
world's preeminent Egyptologists, here offers a concise and
accessible account of Akhenaten and his religion of light.
Hornung begins with a discussion of the nineteenth-century
scholars who laid the foundation for our knowledge of
Akhenaten's period and extends to the most recent
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archaeological finds. He emphasizes that Akhenaten's
monotheistic theology represented the first attempt in history
to explain the entire natural and human world on the basis of
a single principle. "Akhenaten made light the absolute
reference point," Hornung writes, "and it is astonishing how
clearly and consistently he pursued this concept." Hornung
also addresses such topics as the origins of the new religion;
pro-found changes in beliefs regarding the afterlife; and the
new Egyptian capital at Akhetaten which was devoted to the
service of Aten, his prophet Akhenaten, and the latter's
family.
The Amarna Period, named after the site of an innovative
capital city that was the center of the new religion, included
the reigns Akhenaten and his presumed son, Tutankhamun.
During a brief seventeen-year reign (ca. 1353-1336 B.C.) the
pharaoh Amenhotep IV/Akhenaten, founder of the world's first
known monotheistic religion, devoted his life and the
resources of his kingdom to the worship of the Aten (a deity
symbolized by the sun disk) and thus profoundly affected
history and the history of art. The move to a new capital,
Akhenaten/Amarna, brought essential changes in the
depictions of royal women. It was in their female imagery,
above all, that the artists of Amarna departed from the
traditional iconic representations to emphasize the individual,
the natural, in a way unprecedented in Egyptian art. A picture
of exceptional intimacy emerges from the sculptures and
reliefs of the Amarna Period. Akhenaten, his wife Nefertiti,
and their six daughters are seen in emotional
interdependence even as they participate in cult rituals. The
female principle is emphasized in astonishing images: the
aging Queen Mother Tiye, the mysterious Kiya, and Nefertiti,
whose painted limestone bust in Berlin is the best-known
work from ancient Egypt - perhaps from all antiquity. The
workshop of the sculptor Thutmose - one of the few artists of
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the period whose name is known to us - revealed a treasure
trove when it was excavated in 1912. An entire creative
process is traced through an examination of the work of
Thutmose and his assistants, who lived in a highly structured
environment. All was left behind when Amarna was
abandoned after the death of Akhenaten and the return to
religious orthodoxy.
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