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"[A] gripping narrative of war, politics, and diplomacy."—New York Times Book Review The war in Chechnya left us with some of
the most harrowing images in recent times: a modern European city bombed to ruins while its citizens cowered in bunkers; mass
graves; mothers combing the hills for their missing sons. The product of investigative and on-the-scene reporting by two
established journalists, Carlotta Gall and Thomas de Waal's captivating book recounts the story of the Chechens' violent struggle
for independence, and the Kremlin politics that precipitated it. Exploring Chechnya's complex and bloody history, the work is also a
portrait of Russia's failed attempt to make the transition to a democratic society.
" ... The first general history of the modern Caucasus, stretching from the beginning of Russian imperial expansion up to rise of
new countries after the Soviet Union's collapse."--Cover.
The Right to Self-Determination in the South Caucasus: Nagorno Karabakh in Context, by Bahruz Balayev, is a unique tool for
scholars, researchers and public on understanding South Caucasus regional conflicts from the New Heaven School perspective.
Balayev explores important subjects in the South Caucasus region, including Soviet self-determination psychology and laws, ideas
of consociational democracy, and the right to self-determination in general.
This book provides a comprehensive account of the extent to which policies and institutions of the European Union (EU) spread
across different contexts. Are the EU’s attempts to transfer its policies and institutions to accession and neighbourhood countries
sustainable and effective? To what degree do other regions of the world emulate the EU’s institutional features, what are the
mechanisms of, and conditions for, their diffusion? Chapters deal with Europeanization in the new EU member states, particularly
in Romania and Bulgaria, in current accession candidates, i.e. the Western Balkans and Turkey, as well the Eastern (Southern
Caucasus) and Southern Neighbourhood (Israel and the Maghreb). In addition, authors investigate the diffusion of EU policies and
institutions in Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, and Latin America. The authors place Europeanization studies in the wider context of
research on transnational diffusion, and examine the relevant mechanisms and processes, including incentives and capacitybuilding, socialization and learning as well as functional and normative emulation. Finally, the book discusses what conditions lead
to the successful diffusion of European institutions and policies, such as domestic incentives, degrees of (limited) statehood,
regime type, and power (a)symmetries. This book was originally published as a special issue of West European Politics.
Recounts the story of the Chechens' struggle for independence and the Kremlin politics that precipitated it. The authors, both
reporters on the scene during the war, trace the history of the conflict but focus on the military and political events of the war itself.
They conclude with a discussion of the birth of an independent Chechnya. Several maps and a cast of characters are appended.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Dark Shadows is a compelling portrait of Kazakhstan, a country that is little known in the West. Strategically located in the heart of
Central Asia, sandwiched between Vladimir Putin's Russia, its former colonial ruler, and Xi Jinping's China, this vast oil-rich state
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is carving out its place in the world as it contends with its own complex past and present. Journalist Joanna Lillis paints a vibrant
picture of this emerging nation through vivid reportage based on 13 years of on-the-ground coverage, and travels across the
length and breadth of this enigmatic country that lies along the ancient Silk Road and at the geopolitical and cultural crossroads
where East meets West. Featuring tales of murder and abduction, intrigue and betrayal, extortion and corruption, this book
explores how a president, Nursultan Nazarbayev, transformed himself into a potentate and the economically-struggling state he
inherited at the fall of the USSR into a swaggering 21st-century monocracy. A colourful cast of characters brings the politics to life:
from strutting oligarch to sleeping villagers, from principled politicians to striking oilmen, from crusading journalists to courageous
campaigners. Traversing dust-blown deserts and majestic mountains, taking in glitzy cities and dystopian landscapes, Dark
Shadows conjures up Kazakhstan as a living, breathing place, full of extraordinary people living extraordinary lives.
The Western Christian Presence in the Russias and Q?j?r Persia, c.1760–c.1870 recalls two long neglected European and North
American missionary ventures in the Caucasus and Imperial Persia. It investigates the activities of Protestant and Catholic
missionaries and provides valuable insights on the social and political backdrop of their experiences.
Fully revised and updated, Tom de Waal's The Caucasus is an essential and authoritative introduction to this complex region.
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and the breakaway territories that have tried to split away from these states constitute one of the
most diverse and challenging regions on earth, impressing the visitor with their multi-layered history, ethnic complexity, and
seemingly intractable conflicts. Over the last few years, the South Caucasus region has captured international attention again
because of its role in disputes between the West and Russia, its unsolved conflicts, and its role as an energy transport corridor to
Europe. De Waal begins with a historical overview and then shifts his attention to the contemporary era, particularly the roiling
conflicts over Nagorny Karabakh, South Ossetia, and Abkhazia. He also analyzes the energy politics of the region, the 2008 "FiveDay War" between Georgia and Russia, and recent political changes in all three countries. In addition, the book features brief
snapshots of fascinating side topics such as Georgian wine, Baku jazz, and how the coast of Abkhazia came to be known as the
"Soviet Florida." Concise, stimulating, and rich in detail, The Caucasus is the perfect guide to this fascinating and misunderstood
region.
New Religious Movements in the 21st Century is the first volume to examine the urgent and important issues facing new religions
in their political, legal and religious contexts in global perspective. With essays from prominent NRM scholars and usefully
organized into four regional areas covering Western Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia, Russia and Eastern Europe, and North
and South America, as well as a concluding section on the major themes of globalization and terrorist violence, this book provides
invaluable insight into the challenges facing religion in the twenty-first century. An introduction by Tom Robbins provides an
overview of the major issues and themes discussed in the book.
Tony Anderson set out in the summer of 1998 to walk through Georgia. He wanted particularly to visit the Georgian mountain
tribes - Tush, Khevsurs, Ratchuelians and Svans - to discover if they shared a common mountain culture, and to test the old idea
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of the Caucasus as an impenetrable barrier from sea to sea. From Azerbaijan to Svaneti, Anderson found communities where the
old customs and beliefs still triumphantly survive, despite years of Communist oppression and the terrible uncertainties since the
collapse of the Soviet Union. Throughout his journey Anderson refers back to many other visits to Georgia, to the politics of
independence, to the war in Abkhazia and Ossetia, to the civil war and Shevardnadze's accession to power, to the history of these
people at one of the great crossroads of the world. It remains an abiding mystery that Georgia has managed to survive at all,
devastated time and again by the vagabond hordes from the steppes and torn between the mighty empires that struggled over it.
But survive it has with a vibrant culture still intact and, in the mountains, still deeply connected to its ancient ways.
Examining the interplay between Caspian security and energy development, this comprehensive book offers important new
findings about the relationship between competition for energy resources; political and economic development in Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan; and the propensity for conflict in the Caspian region. The contributors, a leading group of scholars
and policymakers, also explore the ways in which Russia, China, Iran, and Turkey are fighting to protect their energy interests in
the newly independent states and how this rivalry influences regional security and U.S. policy.
Bourdieu's Secret Admirer in the Caucasus is a gripping account of the developmental dynamics involved in the collapse of Soviet
socialism. Fusing a narrative of human agency to his critical discussion of structural forces, Georgi M. Derluguian reconstructs
from firsthand accounts the life story of Musa Shanib—who from a small town in the Caucasus grew to be a prominent leader in the
Chechen revolution. In his examination of Shanib and his keen interest in the sociology of Pierre Bourdieu, Derluguian discerns
how and why this dissident intellectual became a nationalist warlord. Exploring globalization, democratization, ethnic identity, and
international terrorism, Derluguian contextualizes Shanib's personal trajectory from de-Stalinization through the nationalist
rebellions of the 1990s, to the recent rise in Islamic militancy. He masterfully reveals not only how external economic and political
forces affect the former Soviet republics but how those forces are in turn shaped by the individuals, institutions, ethnicities, and
social networks that make up those societies. Drawing on the work of Charles Tilly, Immanuel Wallerstein, and, of course,
Bourdieu, Derluguian's explanation of the recent ethnic wars and terrorist acts in Russia succeeds in illuminating the role of human
agency in shaping history.
Jamil Hasanli’s research on 1950s’ Azerbaijan sheds light on the watershed period in Soviet history while also furnishing the
reader with a greater understanding of the root causes of the dissolution of the USSR.
For the first time, this major new survey of the Caucasus traces a unified narrative history of this complex and turbulent region at
the borderlands of Europe, Asia and the Middle East, from prehistory to the present. For thousands of years the Caucasus has
formed the intersection of routes of migration, invasion, trade and culture, and a geographical bridge between Europe and Asia,
subject to recurring imperial invasion. Drawing on sources in English, Russian, Persian and Arabic, amongst others, this
authoritative study centres on the region's many indigenous peoples, including Abkhazians, Armenians, Azerbaijanis, Chechens
and Circassians, and their relations with outsiders who still play an important part in the life of the region today. The book presents
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a critical view of the historical role of Russian imperialism in events in the Caucasian countries, and the violent struggle of some of
these peoples in their efforts to establish a precarious independence.
This book presents two extraordinary texts - The Shining of Swords by Al-Qarakhi and a new translation for a contemporary
readership of Leo Tolstoy's Hadji Murat - illuminating the mountain war between the Muslim peoples of the Caucasus and the
imperial Russian army from 1830 to 1859. The authors offer a complete commentary on the various intellectual and religious
contexts that shaped the two texts and explain the historical significance of the Russian-Muslim confrontation. It is shown that the
mountain war was a clash of two cultures, two religious outlooks and two different worlds. The book provides an important
background for the ongoing contest between Russia and indigenous people for control of the Caucasus.
When the Russians bombed the capital of Muslim Chechnya in 2000, a city with almost a half million people was left with barely a
single building intact. Rarely since Dresden and Stalingrad has the world witnessed such destruction. The Caucasus is a jagged
land. With Turkey to the west, Iran to the south, and Russia to the north, the Caucasus is trapped between the Black Sea and the
Caspian Sea. If it didn't already possess the highest mountain range in Europe, the political pressure exerted from all sides would
have forced the land to crack and rise. Alexander the Great, Genghis Khan, Tamerlane, Peter the Great, Hitler, and Stalin all
claimed to have conquered the region, leaving it a rich, but bloody history. A borderland between Christian and Muslim worlds, the
Caucasus is the front line of a fascinating and formidable clash of cultures: Russia versus the predominantly Muslim mountains.
Award-winning writer Nicholas Griffin travels to the mountains of the Caucasus to find the root of today's conflict. Mapping the rise
of Islam through myth, history, and politics, this travelogue centers on the story of Imam Shamil, the greatest Muslim warrior of the
nineteenth century, who led a forty-year campaign against the invading Russians. Griffin follows Imam's legacy into the war-torn
present and finds his namesake, the Chechen warlord Shamil Basayev, continuing his struggle. Enthralling and fiercely beautiful,
Caucasus lifts the lid on a little known but crucially important area of world. With approximately 100 billion barrels of crude oil in the
Caspian Sea combined with an Islamic religious interest, it is an unfortunate guarantee that the tragedies that have haunted these
jagged mountains in the past will show no sign of abating in the near future.
"Rich and illuminating." Literary Review A landscape of high mountains and narrow valleys stretching from the Black to the Caspian Seas, the
Caucasus region has been home to human populations for nearly 2 million years. In this richly illustrated 2-volume series, historian and
explorer Christoph Baumer tells the story of the region's history through to the present day. It is a story of encounters between many different
peoples, from Scythians, Turkic and Mongol peoples of the East to Greeks and Romans from the West, from Indo-European tribes from the
West as well as the East, and to Arabs and Iranians from the South. It is a story of rival claims by Empires and nations and of how the region
has become home to more than 50 languages that can be heard within its borders to this very day. This first volume charts the period from
the emergence of the earliest human populations in the region – the first known human populations outside Africa - to the Seljuk conquests of
1050CE. Along the way the book charts the development of Neolithic, Iron and Bronze Age cultures, the first recognizable Caucasian state
and the arrival of a succession of the great transnational Empires, from the Greeks, the Romans and the Armenian to competing Christian
and Muslim conquerors. The History of the Caucasus: Volume 1 also includes more than 200 full colour images and maps bringing the
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changing cultures of these lands vividly to life.
Located at the crossroads of Western Asia and Eastern Europe, Georgia is a country of rainforests and swamps, snow and glaciers, and
semi-arid plains. It has ski resorts and mineral springs, monuments and an oil pipeline. It also has one of the longest and most turbulent
histories in the Christian or Near Eastern world, but no comprehensive, up-to-date account has been written about this little-known
country—until now. Remedying this omission, Donald Rayfield accesses a mass of new material from recently opened archives to tell
Georgia’s absorbing story. Beginning with the first intimations of the existence of Georgians in ancient Anatolia and ending with the volatile
presidency of Mikheil Saakashvili, Rayfield deals with the country’s internal politics and swings between disintegration and unity, and
divulges Georgia’s complex struggles with the empires that have tried to control, fragment, or even destroy it. He describes the country’s
conflicts with Xenophon’s Greeks, Arabs, invading Turks, the Crusades, Genghis Khan, the Persian Empire, the Russian Empire, and Soviet
totalitarianism. A wide-ranging examination of this small but colorful country, its dramatic state-building, and its tragic political mistakes, Edge
of Empires draws our eyes to this often overlooked nation.
"In Black Garden, Thomas de Waal tells the full story of this tragic quarrel and its aftermath for the first time. He travels the length and
breadth of Armenia and Azerbaijan, talking to veterans, refugees and the inhabitants of ruined towns and villages. He recreates the story of
the descent into conflict of two former Soviet neighbors, its disastrous consequences and the confused efforts of the "Great Powers" - Russia,
France and the United states - to bring peace to the Caucasus."--BOOK JACKET.
The brief war between Russia and Georgia in August 2008 seemed to many like an unexpected shot out of the blue that was gone as quickly
as it came. Former Assistant Deputy Secretary of State Ronald Asmus contends that it was a conflict that was prepared and planned for
some time by Moscow, part of a broader strategy to send a message to the United States: that Russia is going to flex its muscle in the twentyfirst century. A Little War that Changed the World is a fascinating look at the breakdown of relations between Russia and the West, the decay
and decline of the Western Alliance itself, and the fate of Eastern Europe in a time of economic crisis.
In this fascinating book, noted journalist Thomas de Waal--author of the highly acclaimed Black Garden--makes the case that while the
Caucasus is often treated as a sub-plot in the history of Russia, or as a mere gateway to Asia, the five-day war in Georgia, which flared into a
major international crisis in 2008, proves that this is still a combustible region, whose inner dynamics and history deserve a much more
complex appreciation from the wider world. In The Caucasus, de Waal provides this richer, deeper, and much-needed appreciation, one that
reveals that the South Caucasus--Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, and their many smaller regions, enclaves, and breakaway entities--is a
fascinating and distinct world unto itself. Providing both historical background and an insightful analysis of the period after 1991, de Waal
sheds light on how the region has been scarred by the tumultuous scramble for independence and the three major conflicts that broke out
with the end of the Soviet Union--Nagorny Karabakh, Abkhazia, and South Ossetia. The book examines the region as a major energy
producer and exporter; offers a compelling account of the Rose Revolution in Georgia, the rise of Mikheil Saakashvili, and the August 2008
war; and considers the failure of the South Caucasus, thus far, to become a single viable region. In addition, the book features a dozen or so
"boxes" which provide brief snapshots of such fascinating side topics as the Kurds, Turkish-Armenian rapprochement, the promotion of the
region as the "Soviet Florida," and the most famous of all Georgians, Stalin. The Caucasus delivers a vibrantly written and timely account of
this turbulent region, one that will prove indispensable for all concerned with world politics. It is, as well, a stimulating read for armchair
travelers and for anyone curious about far-flung corners of the world.
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The war in Georgia. Tensions with Ukraine and other nearby countries. Moscow's bid to consolidate its "zone of privileged interests" among
the Commonwealth of Independent States. These volatile situations all raise questions about the nature of and prospects for Russia's
relations with its neighbors. In this book, Carnegie scholar Dmitri Trenin argues that Moscow needs to drop the notion of creating an exclusive
power center out of the post-Soviet space. Like other former European empires, Russia will need to reinvent itself as a global player and as
part of a wider community. Trenin's vision of Russia is an open Euro-Pacific country that is savvy in its use of soft power and fully reconciled
with its former borderlands and dependents. He acknowledges that this scenario may sound too optimistic but warns that the alternative is not
a new version of the historic empire but instead is the ultimate marginalization of Russia.
While we know a great deal about the benefits of regional integration, there is a knowledge gap when it comes to areas with weak,
dysfunctional, or nonexistent regional fabric in political and economic life. Further, deliberate “un-regioning,” applied by actors external as
well as internal to a region, has also gone unnoticed despite its increasingly sophisticated modern application by Russia in its peripheries.
This volume helps us understand what Anna Ohanyan calls “fractured regions” and their consequences for contemporary global security.
Ohanyan introduces a theory of regional fracture to explain how and why regions come apart, consolidate dysfunctional ties within the region,
and foster weak states. Russia Abroad specifically examines how Russia employs regional fracture as a strategy to keep states on its
periphery in Eurasia and the Middle East weak and in Russia's orbit. It argues that the level of regional maturity in Russia’s vast vicinities is
an important determinant of Russian foreign policy in the emergent multipolar world order. Many of these fractured regions become global
security threats because weak states are more likely to be hubs of transnational crime, havens for militants, or sites of protracted conflict. The
regional fracture theory is offered as a fresh perspective about the post-American world and a way to broaden international relations
scholarship on comparative regionalism.
The Atlas of the Ethno-Political History of the Caucasus is a magnificent collection of fifty-six original maps with commentaries that detail the
ethnic, religious, and linguistic makeup of the Caucasus--the region located between the Black and Caspian Seas that contains Europe's
highest mountain--from the eighteenth century to the present. The highly detailed maps and text untangle the exceptionally complicated
history of this area, poised between Europe and Asia, which has been marked by ethnic conflicts and changing political borders. The Atlas
illuminates the conflicting historical visions of homelands and borders, and provides a comprehensive reference tool for scholars,
geographers, and historians.

The Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict for control of the mountainous territory of Nagorny Karabakh is the longest-running
dispute in post-Soviet Eurasia. Laurence Broers shows how more than 20 years of dynamic territorial politics, shifting
power relations, international diffusion and unsuccessful mediation efforts have contributed to the resilience of this
stubbornly unresolved dispute. Looking beyond tabloid tropes of 'frozen conflict' or 'Russian land-grab', Broers unpacks
the unresolved territorial issues of the 1990s and the strategic rivalry that has built up around them since.
In the region of Central Asia and South Caucasus, what is the potential for armed conflict, and how might such outbreaks
escalate to a level that could involve U.S. forces? The authors evaluate the key political, economic, and societal faultlines
underlying the likelihood of conflict in the region, assessing their implications for regional stability and for U.S. interests
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and potential involvement over the next 10 to 15 years.
In its first years as an independent state, Azerbaijan was a prime example of post-Soviet chaos - beset by coups and civil
strife and astride an ethnic, political and religious divide. Author Goltz was detoured in Baku in mid-1991 and decided to
stay, this diary is the record of his experiences.
“Brilliant.”—TimeÂ Â “Admirable, rigorous. De Waal [is] a wise and patient reporter.”—The New York Review of BooksÂ Â
“Never have all the twists and turns, sad carnage, and bullheadedness on all side been better described—or indeed,
better explained…Offers a deeper and more compelling account of the conflict than anyone before.”—Foreign AffairsÂ Â
Since its publication in 2003, the first edition of Black Garden has become the definitive study of how Armenia and
Azerbaijan, two southern Soviet republics, were pulled into a conflict that helped bring them to independence, spell the
end the Soviet Union, and plunge a region of great strategic importance into a decade of turmoil. This important volume
is both a careful reconstruction of the history of the Nagorny Karabakh conflict since 1988 and on-the-spot reporting of
the convoluted aftermath. Part contemporary history, part travel book, part political analysis, the book is based on six
months traveling through the south Caucasus, more than 120 original interviews in the region, Moscow, and Washington,
and unique historical primary sources, such as Politburo archives. The historical chapters trace how the conflict lay
unresolved in the Soviet era; how Armenian and Azerbaijani societies unfroze it; how the Politiburo failed to cope with the
crisis; how the war was fought and ended; how the international community failed to sort out the conflict. What emerges
is a complex and subtle portrait of a beautiful and fascinating region, blighted by historical prejudice and conflict. Â Â Â Â
The revisedÂ and updated 10th-year anniversary edition includes a new forward, a new chapter covering developments
up to-2011, such as the election of new presidents in both countries, Azerbaijan’s oil boom and the new arms race in the
region, and a new conclusion, analysing the reasons for the intractability of the conflict and whether there are any
prospects for its resolution. Telling the story of the first conflict to shake Mikhail Gorbachev's Soviet Union, Black Garden
remains a central account of the reality of the post-Soviet world.Â Thomas de WaalÂ has reported on Russia and the
Caucasus since 1993 for theÂ Moscow Times,Â The Times of London,Â The Economist, and theÂ BBC World Service.
He is currently Senior Associate, Caucasus at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. His publications include,
most recently,Â The Caucasus: An IntroductionÂ (Oxford University Press).Â Â
First Published in 2015. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &; Francis, an informa company.
The war in Chechnya left us with some of the most harrowing images in recent times: a modern European city bombed to
ruins while its citizens cowered in bunkers; mass graves; mothers combing the hills for their missing sons. The product of
investigative and on-the-scene reporting by two established journalists, Carlotta Gall and Thomas de Waal's captivating
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book recounts the story of the Chechens' violent struggle for independece, and the Kremlin politics that precipitated it.
Exploring Chechnya's complex and bloody history, the work is also a portrait of Russia's failed attempt to make the
transition to a democratic society. "A harrowing glimpse into the destabilization caused by the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the troubled road to independence and democracy faced by its non-Russian members." --Kirkus Reviews
Get ready for takeoff. The life of the flight attendant, a.k.a., stewardess, was supposedly once one of glamour, exotic
travel and sexual freedom, as recently depicted in such films as Catch Me If You Can and View From the Top. The
nostalgia for the beautiful, carefree and ever helpful stewardess perhaps reveals a yearning for simpler times, but
nonetheless does not square with the difficult, demanding and sometimes dangerous job of today's flight attendants.
Based on interviews with over sixty flight attendants, both female and male labor leaders, and and drawing upon his
observations while flying across the country and overseas, Drew Whitelegg reveals a much more complicated profession,
one that in many ways is the quintessential job of the modern age where life moves at record speeds and all that is solid
seems up in the air. Containing lively portraits of flight attendants, both current and retired, this book is the first to show
the intimate, illuminating, funny, and sometimes dangerous behind-the-scenes stories of daily life for the flight attendant.
Going behind the curtain, Whitelegg ventures into first-class, coach, the cabin, and life on call for these men and women
who spend week in and week out in foreign cities, sleeping in hotel rooms miles from home. Working the Skies also
elucidates the contemporary work and labor issues that confront the modern worker: the demands of full-time work and
parenthood; the downsizing of corporate America and the resulting labor lockouts; decreasing wages and hours worked;
job insecurity; and the emotional toll of a high stress job. Given the events of 9/11, flight attendants now have an
especially poignant set of stressful concerns to manage, both for their own safety as well as for those they serve, the
passengers. Flight attendants, originally registered nurses charged with attending to passengers' medical needs, now
find themselves wearing the hats of therapist, security guard and undercover agent. This last set of tasks pushing some,
as Whitelegg shows, out of the business altogether.
A Communist spy chief reveals the unbridled and oppressive power wielded by the Party in Romania and other Eastern
Bloc countries
Lonely Planet Georgia, Armenia & Azerbaijan is your passport to the most relevant, up-to-date advice on what to see and skip,
and what hidden discoveries await you. Wander the historic winding lanes of Old Town, Georgia, slow down in Azerbaijan at an
outdoor cafe, and take in the views at Armenia's mountaintop monasteries.
The book series „European Studies in the Caucasus” offers innovative perspectives on regional studies of the Caucasus. By
embracing the South Caucasus as well as Turkey and Russia as the major regional powers, it moves away from a traditional
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viewpoint of European Studies that considers the countries of the region as objects of Europeanization. This first volume
emphasizes the movements of ideas in both directions—from Europe to the Caucasus and from the Caucasus to Europe. This
double-track frame illuminates new aspects of a variety of issues requiring reciprocity and intersubjectivity, including rivalries
between different integration systems in the southern and eastern fringes of Europe, various dimensions of interaction between
countries of the South Caucasus and the European Union in a situation of the ongoing conflict with Russia, and different ways of
using European experiences for the sake of domestic reforms in the South Caucasus. Topics range from identities to foreign
policies, and from memory politics to religion.
Frustrated Democracy in Post-Soviet Azerbaijan follows a newly independent oil-rich former Soviet republic as it adopts a Western
model of democratic government and then turns toward corrupt authoritarianism. Audrey L. Altstadt begins with the NagornoKarabagh War (1988–1994) which triggered Azerbaijani nationalism and set the stage for the development of a democratic
movement. Initially successful, this government soon succumbed to a coup. Western oil companies arrived and money flowed in—a
quantity Altstadt calls "almost unimaginable"—causing the regime to resort to repression to maintain its power. Despite Azerbaijan's
long tradition of secularism, political Islam emerged as an attractive alternative for those frustrated with the stifled democratic
opposition and the lack of critique of the West's continued political interference. Altstadt's work draws on instances of censorship in
the Azerbaijani press, research by embedded experts and nongovernmental and international organizations, and interviews with
diplomats and businesspeople. The book is an essential companion to her earlier works, The Azerbaijani Turks: Power and
Identity Under Russian Rule and The Politics of Culture in Soviet Azerbaijan, 1920–1940.
The coerced displacement of people within the borders of their own countries by armed conflicts, internal strife, and systematic
violations of human rights has become a pervasive feature of the post Cold War era. The plight of the displaced poses a challenge
that is not only humanitarian but a threat to the security and stability of countries, regions, and, through a chain effect, the
international system. This book contains case studies of ten countries that have suffered severe problems of internal
displacement: Burundi, Rwanda, Liberia, and the Sudan in Africa; the former Yugoslavia and the Caucasus in Europe; Tajikistan
and Sri Lanka in Asia; and Colombia and Peru in the Americas. The contributors are Thomas Greene, Randolph C. Kent, Jennifer
McLean, Larry Minear, Liliana Obregón, Amir Pasic, Hiram A. Ruiz, Colin Scott, H.L. Seneviratne, Maria Stavropoulou, and
Thomas G. Weiss. Additionally, the contributors and editors offer recommendations for further action.
The Routledge Handbook of the Caucasus offers an integrated, multidisciplinary overview of the historical, ethno-linguistic,
cultural, socio-economic and political complexities of the Caucasus. Covering both the North and South Caucasus, the book
gathers together leading Western, Caucasian and Russian scholars of the region from different disciplines in the humanities and
social sciences. Following a thorough introduction by the editors, the handbook is divided into six parts which combine thematic
and chronological principles: Place, peoples and culture Political history The contemporary Caucasus: politics, economics and
societies Conflict and political violence The Caucasus in the wider world Societal and cultural dynamics. This handbook will be an
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essential reference work for scholars interested in Russian and Eastern-European studies, Eurasian history and politics, and
religious and Islamic studies.
Traces the author's two-year stint in the former Soviet republic of Georgia, where she witnessed the artifacts of the Soviet era, the
rigged elections of president Shevardnadze, and the clashes of the area's despots, mountain tribes, and blood feuds. Reprint.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union the Caucasus was wracked by ethnic and separatist violence as the peoples of the region
struggled for self-determination. Vicken Cheterian, who spent many years as a reporter and analyst covering the region's conflicts,
asks why nationalism emerged as a dominant political current, and why, of the many nationalist movements that emerged, some
led to violence while others did not. He explains also why minority rebellions were victorious against larger armies, in mountainous
Karabakh, Abkhazia, and in the first war of Chechnya, and discusses the ongoing instability and armed resistance in the North
Caucasus. He concludes his book by examining chapters the great power competition between Russia, the US, and the EU over
the oil and gas resources of the Caspian region.
The CaucasusAn IntroductionOxford University Press, USA
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