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The first black woman to attend the University of Georgia recounts her youthful
dreams, her witness to the brutal realities of segregation, and her career as a
correspondent for the MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour. Reprint. 30,000 first printing.
This book is a collection of Nineteen selected stories by the renowned Russian
authors. The most of the 27 illustrations are the pictures of the Greek and Roman
Goddesses worshiped before the influence of Christianity and monotheism. The
authors and the stories are:The Queen Of Spades - By Alexsandr S. Pushkin;
The Cloak - By Nikolay V. Gogol; The District Doctor - By Ivan S. Turgenev; The
Christmas Tree And The Wedding - By Fiodor M. Dostoyevsky; God Sees The
Truth, But Waits - By Leon. Tolstoy; How A Muzhik Fed Two Officials - By M.Y.
Saltykov [N. Shchedrin]; Banquet Given By The Mayor, The Shades and A
Phantasy - By Vladimir G. Korlenko; The Signal - By Vsevolod M. Garshin; The
Darling, The Bet and Vanka - By Anton P. Chekhov; Hide And Seek - By Fiodor
Sologub; Dethroned - By I.N. Potapenko; The Servant - By S.T. Semyonov; One
Autumn Night - By Maxim Gorky; The Revolutionist - By Michaïl P. Artzybashev;
The Outrage : A True Story - By Aleksandr I. Kuprin. Beat regards.Asino Calcio
"There’s something I want you to do.” This request—sometimes simple,
sometimes not—forms the basis for the ten interrelated short stories that comprise
this latest penetrating and prophetic collection from the winner of the
PEN/Malamud Award and “one of our most gifted writers” (Chicago Tribune). As
we follow a diverse group of Minnesota citizens, each grappling with their own
heightened fears, responsibilities, and obsessions, Baxter unveils the remarkable
in what might otherwise be the seemingly inconsequential moments of everyday
life.
Captures the fleeting moments that forever shape an individual's life in eight
pieces of short fiction that include "Reincarnation," "The Cure for Love," and the
title novella in which the narrator describes his father's fall from grace. 17,500
first printing. Tour.
A selection of the best and most representative contemporary American short
fiction from 1970 to 2020, including such authors as Ursula K. LeGuin, Toni Cade
Bambara, Jhumpa Lahiri, Sandra Cisneros, and Ted Chiang, hand-selected by
celebrated editor and anthologist John Freeman In the past fifty years, the
American short story has changed dramatically. New voices, forms, and mixtures
of styles have brought this unique genre a thrilling burst of energy. The Penguin
Book of the Modern American Short Story celebrates this avalanche of talent.
This rich anthology begins in 1970 and brings together a half century of powerful
American short stories from all genres, including—for the first time in a collection
of this scale—science fiction, horror, and fantasy, placing writers such as Ursula
K. Le Guin, Ken Liu, and Stephen King next to some beloved greats of the
literary form: Raymond Carver, Grace Paley, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and
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Denis Johnson. Culling widely, John Freeman, the former editor of Granta and
now editor of his own literary annual, brings forward some astonishing work to be
regarded in a new light. Often overlooked tales by Dorothy Allison, Percival
Everett, and Charles Johnson will recast the shape and texture of today’s
enlarging atmosphere of literary dialogue. Stories by Lauren Groff and Ted
Chiang raise the specter of engagement in ecocidal times. Short tales by Tobias
Wolff, George Saunders, and Lydia Davis rub shoulders with near novellas by
Susan Sontag and Andrew Holleran. This book will be a treasure trove for
readers, writers, and teachers alike.
Suburban Gospel offers more than a look inside Bible Belt suburbia, circa Jerry
Falwell and the Moral Majorityit's a tale of faith and flesh. Beaver invites us into a
world filled with Daisy Duke fantasies and Prince posters, Nerf Hoops and Atari
joysticks, raggedy Camaros and the neon light of strip malls. As much about the
adolescent heart as the evangelical mind, the story explores similar emotional
terrain as coming-of-age classics like Tobias Wolff's This Boy's Life and Mary
Karr's Cherry.Suburban Gospel is a tale of growing up Baptist, all rightbut also of
just growing up.
This timely volume explores the signal contribution George Saunders has made
to the development of the short story form in books ranging from CivilWarLand in
Bad Decline (1996) to Tenth of December (2013). The book brings together a
team of scholars from around the world to explore topics ranging from
Saunders’s treatment of work and religion to biopolitics and the limits of the short
story form. It also includes an interview with Saunders specially conducted for the
volume, and a preliminary bibliography of his published works and critical
responses to an expanding and always exciting creative œuvre. Coinciding with
the release of the Saunders’ first novel, Lincoln in the Bardo (2017), George
Saunders: Critical Essays is the first book-length consideration of a major
contemporary author’s work. It is essential reading for anyone interested in
twenty-first century fiction.
In the hands of award-winning writer Scott Russell Sanders, the essay becomes
an inquisitive and revelatory form of art. In 30 of his finest essays—nine never
before collected—Sanders examines his Midwestern background, his father's
drinking, his opposition to war, his literary inheritance, and his feeling for
wildness. He also tackles such vital issues as the disruption of Earth's climate,
the impact of technology, the mystique of money, the ideology of consumerism,
and the meaning of sustainability. Throughout, he asks perennial questions:
What is a good life? How do family and culture shape a person's character? How
should we treat one another and the Earth? What is our role in the cosmos?
Readers and writers alike will find wisdom and inspiration in Sanders's luminous
and thought-provoking prose.
A landmark book, “brilliant, thoughtful” (The Atlantic) and “raw and gorgeous”
(LA Times), that fast-forwards the discussion of the central artistic issues of our
time, from the bestselling author of The Thing About Life Is That One Day You'll
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Be Dead. Who owns ideas? How clear is the distinction between fiction and
nonfiction? Has the velocity of digital culture rendered traditional modes
obsolete? Exploring these and related questions, Shields orchestrates a chorus
of voices, past and present, to reframe debates about the veracity of memoir and
the relevance of the novel. He argues that our culture is obsessed with “reality,”
precisely because we experience hardly any, and urgently calls for new forms
that embody and convey the fractured nature of contemporary experience.
Since its publication in 1996, George Saunders’s debut collection has grown in
esteem from a cherished cult classic to a masterpiece of the form, inspiring an
entire generation of writers along the way. In six stories and a novella, Saunders
hatches an unforgettable cast of characters, each struggling to survive in an
increasingly haywire world. With a new introduction by Joshua Ferris and a new
author’s note by Saunders himself, this edition is essential reading for those
seeking to discover or revisit a virtuosic, disturbingly prescient voice. Praise for
George Saunders and CivilWarLand in Bad Decline “It’s no exaggeration to say
that short story master George Saunders helped change the trajectory of
American fiction.”—The Wall Street Journal “Saunders’s satiric vision of America
is dark and demented; it’s also ferocious and very funny.”—Michiko Kakutani,
The New York Times “George Saunders is a writer of arresting brilliance and
originality, with a sure sense of his material and apparently inexhaustible
resources of voice. [CivilWarLand in Bad Decline] is scary, hilarious, and
unforgettable.”—Tobias Wolff “Saunders makes the all-but-impossible look
effortless.”—Jonathan Franzen “Not since Twain has America produced a satirist
this funny.”—Zadie Smith “An astoundingly tuned voice—graceful, dark, authentic,
and funny—telling just the kinds of stories we need to get us through these
times.”—Thomas Pynchon
'Saunders is an astoundingly tuned voice - graceful, dark, authentic and funny telling just the kind of stories we need to get us through these times' Thomas
Pynchon In PASTORALIA elements of contemporary life are twisted, merged and
amplified into a slightly skewed version of modern America. A couple live and
work in a caveman theme-park, where speaking is an instantly punishable
offence. A born loser attends a self-help seminar where he is encouraged to rid
himself of all the people who are 'crapping in your oatmeal'. And a male exotic
dancer and his family are terrorised by their decomposing aunt who visits them
with a solemn message from beyond the grave. With an uncanny combination of
deadpan naturalism and uproarious humour, George Saunders creates a world
that is both indelibly original and yet hauntingly familiar ...
An inspiring message from the inaugural Folio Prize winner, George Saunders,
one of today's most influential and original writers
His wife, Norma, has run off with her ex-husband, taking Ray's cards, shotgun
and car. But from the receipts, Ray can track where they've gone. He takes off
after them, as does an irritatingly tenacious bail bondsman, both following the
romantic couple's spending as far as Mexico. There Ray meets Dr Reo Symes,
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the seemingly down-on-his-luck and rather eccentric owner of a beaten up and
broken down bus, who needs a ride to Belize. The further they drive, in a car held
together by coat-hangers and excesses of oil, the wilder their journey gets. But
they're not going to give up easily.
No Marketing Blurb
Award-winning essayist Tom Bissell explores the highs and lows of the creative
process. He takes us from the set of The Big Bang Theory to the first novel of
Ernest Hemingway to the final work of David Foster Wallace; from the films of
Werner Herzog to the film of Tommy Wiseau to the editorial meeting in which
Paula Fox's work was relaunched into the world. Originally published in
magazines such as The Believer, The New Yorker, and Harper's, these essays
represent ten years of Bissell's best writing on every aspect of creation—be it Iraq
War documentaries or video-game character voices—and will provoke as much
thought as they do laughter. What are sitcoms for exactly? Can art be both bad
and genius? Why do some books survive and others vanish? Bissell's exploration
of these questions make for gripping, unforgettable reading.
"[These essays] reflect a lively, unselfconscious, rigorous, erudite, and earnestly
open mind that's busy refining its view of life, literature, and a great deal in
between." —Los Angeles Times Split into five sections--Reading, Being, Seeing,
Feeling, and Remembering--Changing My Mind finds Zadie Smith casting an
acute eye over material both personal and cultural. This engaging collection of
essays, some published here for the first time, reveals Smith as a passionate and
precise essayist, equally at home in the world of great books and bad movies,
family and philosophy, British comedians and Italian divas. Whether writing on
Katherine Hepburn, Kafka, Anna Magnani, or Zora Neale Hurston, she brings
deft care to the art of criticism with a style both sympathetic and insightful.
Changing My Mind is journalism at its most expansive, intelligent, and funny--a
gift to readers and writers both.
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Lincoln in the Bardo, a darkly comic
short story about the unintended consequences unleashed by our quest to tame the
natural world—featuring gorgeous black-and-white illustrations by Chelsea Cardinal. Fox
8 has always been known as the daydreamer in his pack, the one his fellow foxes
regard with a knowing snort and a roll of the eyes. That is, until he develops a unique
skill: He teaches himself to speak “Yuman” by hiding in the bushes outside a house
and listening to children’s bedtime stories. The power of language fuels his abundant
curiosity about people—even after “danjer” arrives in the form of a new shopping mall
that cuts off his food supply, sending Fox 8 on a harrowing quest to help save his pack.
Told with his distinctive blend of humor and pathos, Fox 8 showcases the extraordinary
imaginative talents of George Saunders, whom The New York Times called “the writer
for our time.”
From the bestselling author of Tenth of December comes a splendid new edition of his
acclaimed collaboration with the illustrator behind The Stinky Cheese Man and James
and the Giant Peach! Featuring fifty-two haunting and hilarious images, The Very
Persistent Gappers of Frip is a modern fable for people of all ages that touches on the
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power of kindness, generosity, compassion, and community. In the seaside village of
Frip live three families: the Romos, the Ronsens, and a little girl named Capable and
her father. The economy of Frip is based solely on goat’s milk, and this is a problem
because the village is plagued by gappers: bright orange, many-eyed creatures the size
of softballs that love to attach themselves to goats. When a gapper gets near a goat, it
lets out a high-pitched shriek of joy that puts the goats off giving milk, which means that
every few hours the children of Frip have to go outside, brush the gappers off their
goats, and toss them into the sea. The gappers have always been everyone’s problem,
until one day they get a little smarter, and instead of spreading out, they gang up: on
Capable’s goats. Free at last of the tyranny of the gappers, will her neighbors rally to
help her? Or will they turn their backs, forcing Capable to bear the misfortune alone?
Featuring fifty-two haunting and hilarious illustrations by Lane Smith and a brilliant story
by George Saunders that explores universal themes of community and kindness, The
Very Persistent Gappers of Frip is a rich and resonant story for those that have all and
those that have not. Praise for The Very Persistent Gappers of Frip “In a perfect world,
every child would own a copy of this profound, funny fable. . . . Every adult would own a
copy too, and would marvel at how this smart, subversive little book is even deeper and
more hilarious than any child could know.”—Entertainment Weekly “Saunders’s
idiosyncratic voice makes an almost perfect accompaniment to children’s book
illustrator Smith’s heightened characterizations and slightly surreal
backdrops.”—Publishers Weekly “A riveting, funny, and sly new fairy tale.”—Miami
Herald
Winner of the Alice Fay di Castagnola Award from the Poetry Society of America, this
new collection of verse from Atsuro Riley offers a vivid weavework rendering and
remembering an American place and its people. Recognized for his “wildly original”
poetry and his “uncanny and unparalleled ability to blend lyric and narrative,” Atsuro
Riley deepens here his uncommon mastery and tang. In Heard-Hoard, Riley has “razorexacted” and “raw-wired” an absorbing new sequence of poems, a vivid weavework
rendering an American place and its people. At once an album of tales, a portrait
gallery, and a soundscape; an “inscritched” dirt-mural and hymnbook, Heard-Hoard
encompasses a chorus of voices shot through with (mostly human) histories and
mysteries, their “old appetites as chronic as tides.” From the crackling story-man
calling us together in the primal circle to Tammy figuring “time and time that yonder
oak,” this collection is a profound evocation of lives and loss and lore.
Richard Ford, one of the finest American novelists and short-story writers, introduced
the first Granta Book of the American Short Story, which Granta Books published in
1992. It became the definitive anthology of American short fiction written in the last half
of the twentieth century. In the fourteen years since, Ford has been reading new stories
and rereading old ones and selecting new favourites. This new collection, again of more
than forty writers, expands Ford's original choice to include stories that he regretted
overlooking first time around as well as many by a new generation of writers, among
them Sherman Alexie, Junot Diaz, Deborah Eisenberg, Nell Freudenberg, Matt Klam,
Jhumpa Lahiri and Z. Z. Packer. None of the stories (though a few of the writers) was in
the first volume. Published to critical acclaim in hardback in 2007, this book is an
essential companion volume to the first collection.
The American Civil Liberties Union partners with award-winning authors Michael
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Chabon and Ayelet Waldman in this “forceful, beautifully written” (Associated Press)
collection that brings together many of our greatest living writers, each contributing an
original piece inspired by a historic ACLU case. On January 19, 1920, a small group of
idealists and visionaries, including Helen Keller, Jane Addams, Roger Baldwin, and
Crystal Eastman, founded the American Civil Liberties Union. A century after its
creation, the ACLU remains the nation’s premier defender of the rights and freedoms
guaranteed by the Constitution. In collaboration with the ACLU, authors Michael
Chabon and Ayelet Waldman have curated an anthology of essays “full of struggle,
emotion, fear, resilience, hope, and triumph” (Los Angeles Review of Books) about
landmark cases in the organization’s one-hundred-year history. Fight of the Century
takes you inside the trials and the stories that have shaped modern life. Some of the
most prominent cases that the ACLU has been involved in—Brown v. Board of
Education, Roe v. Wade, Miranda v. Arizona—need little introduction. Others you may
never even have heard of, yet their outcomes quietly defined the world we live in now.
Familiar or little-known, each case springs to vivid life in the hands of the acclaimed
writers who dive into the history, narrate their personal experiences, and debate the
questions at the heart of each issue. Hector Tobar introduces us to Ernesto Miranda,
the felon whose wrongful conviction inspired the now-iconic Miranda rights—which the
police would later read to the man suspected of killing him. Yaa Gyasi confronts the
legacy of Brown v. Board of Education, in which the ACLU submitted a friend of- thecourt brief questioning why a nation that has sent men to the moon still has public
schools so unequal that they may as well be on different planets. True to the ACLU’s
spirit of principled dissent, Scott Turow offers a blistering critique of the ACLU’s stance
on campaign finance. These powerful stories, along with essays from Neil Gaiman,
Meg Wolitzer, Salman Rushdie, Ann Patchett, Viet Thanh Nguyen, Louise Erdrich,
George Saunders, and many more, remind us that the issues the ACLU has engaged
over the past one hundred years remain as vital as ever today, and that we can never
take our liberties for granted. Chabon and Waldman are donating their advance to the
ACLU and the contributors are forgoing payment.
An extraordinary portrait of a fast-changing America—and the Western writers who gave
voice to its emerging identity At once an intimate portrait of an unforgettable group of
writers and a history of a cultural revolution in America, The Bohemians reveals how a
brief moment on the far western frontier changed our culture forever. Beginning with
Mark Twain’s arrival in San Francisco in 1863, this group biography introduces readers
to the other young eccentric writers seeking to create a new American voice at the
country’s edge—literary golden boy Bret Harte; struggling gay poet Charles Warren
Stoddard; and beautiful, haunted Ina Coolbrith, poet and protector of the group. Ben
Tarnoff’s elegant, atmospheric history reveals how these four pioneering writers helped
spread the Bohemian movement throughout the world, transforming American literature
along the way. “Tarnoff’s book sings with the humor and expansiveness of his
subjects’ prose, capturing the intoxicating atmosphere of possibility that defined, for a
time, America’s frontier.” -- The New Yorker “Rich hauls of historical research, deeply
excavated but lightly borne.... Mr. Tarnoff’s ultimate thesis is a strong one, strongly
expressed: that together these writers ‘helped pry American literature away from its
provincial origins in New England and push it into a broader current’.” -- Wall Street
Journal
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"A vivid historical account…Thompson shines in giving a sense of what it means to love
a place that's been designated a 'sacrifice zone.'" ? —PUBLISHERS WEEKLY
Award–winning investigative environmental journalist Jonathan P. Thompson digs into
the science, politics, and greed behind the 2015 Gold King Mine disaster, and unearths
a litany of impacts wrought by a century and a half of mining, energy development, and
fracking in southwestern Colorado. Amid these harsh realities, Thompson explores how
a new generation is setting out to make amends. JONATHAN THOMPSON is a native
Westerner with deep roots in southwestern Colorado. He has been an environmental
journalist focusing on the American West since he signed on as reporter and
photographer at the Silverton Standard & the Miner newspaper in 1996. He has worked
and written for High Country News for over a decade, serving as editor–in–chief from
2007 to 2010. He was a Ted Scripps fellow in environmental journalism at the
University of Colorado in Boulder, and in 2016 he was awarded the Society of
Environmental Journalists' Outstanding Beat Reporting, Small Market. He currently
lives in Bulgaria with his wife Wendy and daughters Lydia and Elena.
Featuring the acclaimed novella The Old Woman and darkly humorous short prose
sequence Events (Sluchai), Today I Wrote Nothing also includes dozens of short prose
pieces, plays, and poems long admired in Russia, but never before available in English.
A major contribution for American readers and students of Russian literature and an
exciting discovery for fans of contemporary writers as eclectic as George Saunders,
John Ashbery, and Martin McDonagh,Â Today I Wrote NothingÂ is an invaluable
collection for readers of innovative writing everywhere.Daniil Kharms has long been
heralded as one of the most iconoclastic writers of the Soviet era, but the full breadth of
his achievement is only in recent years, following the opening of Kharms' archives,
being recognized internationally. In this brilliant translation by Matvei Yankelevich,
English-language readers now have a comprehensive collection of the prose and
poetry that secured Kharms s literary reputation a reputation that grew in Russia even
as the Soviet establishment worked to suppress it.
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Reviving Ophelia, Another Country,
and The Shelter of Each Other comes an inspirational book that shows how words can
change the world. Words are the most powerful tools at our disposal. With them, writers
have saved lives and taken them, brought justice and confounded it, started wars and
ended them. Writers can change the way we think and transform our definitions of right
and wrong. Writing to Change the World is a beautiful paean to the transformative
power of words. Encapsulating Mary Pipher's years as a writer and therapist, it features
rousing commentary, personal anecdotes, memorable quotations, and stories of writers
who have helped reshape society. It is a book that will shake up readers' beliefs,
expand their minds, and possibly even inspire them to make their own mark on the
world.
The recipient of numerous literary prizes, including the National Book Award, the Kafka
Award, and the Pushcart Prize, Ursula K. Le Guin is renowned for her spare, elegant
prose, rich characterization, and diverse worlds. "Darkness Box" is a short story
originally published in the collection The Wind's Twelve Quarters.
The short story is one of the most difficult types of prose to write and one of the most
pleasurable to read. From Boccaccio's Decameron to The Collected Stories of
Reynolds Price, Charles May gives us an understanding of the history and structure of
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this demanding form of fiction. Beginning with a general history of the genre, he moves
on to focus on the nineteenth-century when the modern short story began to come into
focus. From there he moves on to later nineteenth-century realism and early twentiethcentury formalism and finally to the modern renaissance of the form that shows no
signs of abating. A chronology of significant events, works and figures from the genre's
history, notes and references and an extensive bibliographic essay with recommended
reading round out the volume.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the Booker Prize–winning author of Lincoln
in the Bardo and Tenth of December comes a literary master class on what makes
great stories work and what they can tell us about ourselves—and our world today.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY ESQUIRE • “[A] worship
song to writers and readers.”—Oprah Daily For the last twenty years, George Saunders
has been teaching a class on the Russian short story to his MFA students at Syracuse
University. In A Swim in a Pond in the Rain, he shares a version of that class with us,
offering some of what he and his students have discovered together over the years.
Paired with iconic short stories by Chekhov, Turgenev, Tolstoy, and Gogol, the seven
essays in this book are intended for anyone interested in how fiction works and why it’s
more relevant than ever in these turbulent times. In his introduction, Saunders writes,
“We’re going to enter seven fastidiously constructed scale models of the world, made
for a specific purpose that our time maybe doesn’t fully endorse but that these writers
accepted implicitly as the aim of art—namely, to ask the big questions, questions like,
How are we supposed to be living down here? What were we put here to accomplish?
What should we value? What is truth, anyway, and how might we recognize it?” He
approaches the stories technically yet accessibly, and through them explains how
narrative functions; why we stay immersed in a story and why we resist it; and the
bedrock virtues a writer must foster. The process of writing, Saunders reminds us, is a
technical craft, but also a way of training oneself to see the world with new openness
and curiosity. A Swim in a Pond in the Rain is a deep exploration not just of how great
writing works but of how the mind itself works while reading, and of how the reading
and writing of stories make genuine connection possible.
The wildly varied essays in Not–Knowing combine to form a posthumous manifesto of
one of America's masters of literary experiment. Here are Barthelme's thoughts on
writing (his own and others); his observations on art, architecture, film, and city life;
interviews, including two previously unpublished; and meditations on everything from
Superman III to the art of rendering "Melancholy Baby" on jazz banjolele. This is a rich
and eclectic selection of work by the man Robert Coover has called "one of the great
citizens of contemporary world letters."
This “extraordinary” novel of one man’s border crossing reveals “a human history of
sorrow and suffering, all of it beginning with the thirst to be free” (NPR). Héctor is
trapped. The water truck, sealed to hide its human cargo, has broken down. The
coyotes have taken all the passengers’ money for a mechanic and have not returned.
Héctor finds a name in his friend César’s phone: AnniMac. A name with an American
number. He must reach her, both for rescue and to pass along the message César has
come so far to deliver. But are his messages going through? Over four days, as water
and food run low, Héctor tells how he came to this desperate place. His story takes us
from Oaxaca—its rich culture, its rapid change—to the dangers of the border, exposing
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the tangled ties between Mexico and El Norte. And it reminds us of the power of
storytelling and the power of hope, as Héctor fights to ensure his message makes it out
of the truck and into the world. Both an outstanding suspense novel and an arresting
window into the relationship between two great cultures, The Jaguar’s Children shows
how deeply interconnected all of us are. “This is what novels can do—illuminate
shadowed lives, enable us to contemplate our own depths of kindness, challenge our
beliefs about fate. Vaillant’s use of fact to inspire fiction brings to mind a long list of
powerful novels from the past decade or so: What is the What by Dave Eggers; The
Map of Love by Ahdaf Soueif; The Storyteller by Jodi Picoult.” —Amanda Eyre Ward,
The New York Times Book Review “[A] heartbreaker . . . Wrenching . . . with a voice
fresh and plangent enough to disarm resistance.” —The Boston Globe “Fearless.” —The
Globe and Mail
First paperback printing includes "Bonus chapter."
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • WINNER OF THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE The
“devastatingly moving” (People) first novel from the author of Tenth of December: a
moving and original father-son story featuring none other than Abraham Lincoln, as well
as an unforgettable cast of supporting characters, living and dead, historical and
invented Named One of Paste’s Best Novels of the Decade • Named One of the Ten
Best Books of the Year by The Washington Post, USA Today, and Maureen Corrigan,
NPR • One of Time’s Ten Best Novels of the Year • A New York Times Notable Book
• One of O: The Oprah Magazine’s Best Books of the Year February 1862. The Civil
War is less than one year old. The fighting has begun in earnest, and the nation has
begun to realize it is in for a long, bloody struggle. Meanwhile, President Lincoln’s
beloved eleven-year-old son, Willie, lies upstairs in the White House, gravely ill. In a
matter of days, despite predictions of a recovery, Willie dies and is laid to rest in a
Georgetown cemetery. “My poor boy, he was too good for this earth,” the president
says at the time. “God has called him home.” Newspapers report that a grief-stricken
Lincoln returns, alone, to the crypt several times to hold his boy’s body. From that seed
of historical truth, George Saunders spins an unforgettable story of familial love and
loss that breaks free of its realistic, historical framework into a supernatural realm both
hilarious and terrifying. Willie Lincoln finds himself in a strange purgatory where ghosts
mingle, gripe, commiserate, quarrel, and enact bizarre acts of penance. Within this
transitional state—called, in the Tibetan tradition, the bardo—a monumental struggle
erupts over young Willie’s soul. Lincoln in the Bardo is an astonishing feat of
imagination and a bold step forward from one of the most important and influential
writers of his generation. Formally daring, generous in spirit, deeply concerned with
matters of the heart, it is a testament to fiction’s ability to speak honestly and
powerfully to the things that really matter to us. Saunders has invented a thrilling new
form that deploys a kaleidoscopic, theatrical panorama of voices to ask a timeless,
profound question: How do we live and love when we know that everything we love
must end? “A luminous feat of generosity and humanism.”—Colson Whitehead, The
New York Times Book Review “A masterpiece.”—Zadie Smith
The first book by a respected journalist on Nearing Death Awareness—similar to NearDeath Experience—this “fascinating” (Kirkus Reviews) exploration brings “humor,
sympathy, and keen critical intelligence to a topic that is all too often off-limits” (Ptolemy
Tompkins, collaborator with Eben Alexander on Proof of Heaven). People everywhere
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carry with them extraordinary, deeply comforting experiences that arrived at the
moment when they most needed relief: when they lost a loved one. These experiences
can include clear messages from beyond, profound and vividly beautiful visions,
mysterious connections and spiritual awareness, foreknowledge of a loved one’s
passing—all of which evade explanation by science and logic. Most people keep these
transcendent experiences secret for fear they will be discounted by hyperrational
scrutiny. Yet these very common occurrences have the power to console, comfort, and
even transform our understanding of life and death. Prompted by her family’s
surprising, profound experiences around the death of her father and her sister, reporter
Patricia Pearson sets out on an open-minded inquiry, a rare journalistic investigation of
Nearing Death Awareness, which Anne Rice praises as “substantive, eloquent, and
worthwhile.” Opening Heaven’s Door offers deeply affecting stories of messages from
the dying and the dead in a fascinating work of investigative journalism, pointing to new
scientific explanations that give these luminous moments the importance felt by those
who experience them. Pearson also delves into out-of-body and near-death
experiences, examining stories and research to make sense of these related but
distinct categories. Challenging current assumptions about what we know and what we
are still unable to explain, Opening Heaven’s Door will forever alter your perceptions of
the nature of life and death.
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Man Booker Prize-winning novel
Lincoln in the Bardo and the story collection Tenth of December, a 2013 National Book
Award Finalist for Fiction. In a profoundly strange country called Inner Horner, large
enough for only one resident at a time, citizens waiting to enter the country fall under
the rule of the power-hungry and tyrannical Phil, setting off a chain of injustice and
mass hysteria. An Animal Farm for the 21st century, this is an incendiary political satire
of unprecedented imagination, spiky humor, and cautionary appreciation for the hysteric
in everyone. Over six years in the writing, and brilliantly and beautifully packaged, this
novella is Saunders' first stand-alone, book-length work—and his first book for adults in
five years.
Contains a collection of short satirical works, including "The Red Bow," in which a town
is consumed by pet-killing hysteria, and "Bohemians," in which two Eastern European
widows attempt to fit into suburban America.
Acclaimed social critic Curtis White describes an all-encompassing and little-noticed
force taking over our culture and our lives that he calls the Middle Mind: the current
failure of the American imagination in the media, politics, education, art, technology,
and religion. Irreverent, provocative, and far-reaching, White presents a clear vision of
this dangerous mindset that threatens America's intellectual and cultural freedoms,
concluding with an imperative to reawaken and unleash the once powerful American
imagination. The Middle Mind is pragmatic, plainspoken, populist, contemptuous of the
Right's narrowness, and incredulous before the Left's convolutions. It wants to protect
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and has bought an SUV with the intent of visiting it.
It even understands in some indistinct way how that very SUV spells the Arctic's doom.
WINNER OF THE 2014 FOLIO PRIZE AND SHORTLISTED FOR THE NATIONAL
BOOK AWARD 2013 George Saunders's most wryly hilarious and disturbing collection
yet, Tenth of December illuminates human experience and explores figures lost in a
labyrinth of troubling preoccupations. A family member recollects a backyard pole
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dressed for all occasions; Jeff faces horrifying ultimatums and the prospect of
DarkenfloxxTM in some unusual drug trials; and Al Roosten hides his own internal
monologue behind a winning smile that he hopes will make him popular. With dark
visions of the future riffing against ghosts of the past and the ever-settling present, this
collection sings with astonishing charm and intensity.
The Brain-Dead MegaphoneA&C Black
In this, his first collection of essays, Saunders trains his eye on the real world rather
than the fictional and reveals it to be brimming with wonderful, marvellous strangeness.
As he faces a political and cultural reality saturated with lazy media, false promises and
political doublespeak, Saunders invokes the wisdom of American literary heroes Twain,
Vonnegut and Barthelme and inspires us to re-examine our assumptions about the
world we live in, as we struggle to discover what is really there.
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Man Booker Prize-winning novel
Lincoln in the Bardo and the story collection Tenth of December, a 2013 National Book
Award Finalist for Fiction. The breakout book from "the funniest writer in America"--not
to mention an official "Genius"--his first nonfiction collection ever. George Saunders's
first foray into nonfiction is comprised of essays on literature, travel, and politics. At the
core of this unique collection are Saunders's travel essays based on his trips to seek
out the mysteries of the "Buddha Boy" of Nepal; to attempt to indulge in the extravagant
pleasures of Dubai; and to join the exploits of the minutemen at the Mexican border.
Saunders expertly navigates the works of Mark Twain, Kurt Vonnegut, and Esther
Forbes, and leads the reader across the rocky political landscape of modern America.
Emblazoned with his trademark wit and singular vision, Saunders's endeavor into the
art of the essay is testament to his exceptional range and ability as a writer and thinker.
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