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Al-Balki explains symptoms and treatments giving advice on preventive measures and how to return the body and soul to their natural healthy
state. In doing so he displays a keen understanding of the human condition and the medical nature of the human emotional state. An
astonishing feat given that many of the conditions he discusses were left largely unknown and untreated for centuries before being clinically
defined as such, only as relatively recently as the 20th century. A genius, his insights on human psychopathology as well as diagnoses of
psychological ailments including stress, depression, fear and anxiety, phobic and obsessive-compulsive disorders, together with their
treatment by cognitive behavior therapy, relate to us in every way and are in sync with modern psychology. Importantly, they also incorporate
a greater dimension to include the soul and the worship of God.
This excellent book is translated from the original Arabic book 'Nidham ul Islam' by Sheikh Taqiuddin An Nabahani, an Islamic jurist, 'alim,
writer and the founder of Hizb ut-Tahrir - the largest Islamic global political party under a single leadership. It lays out the fundamentals to
develop a strong Islamic personality and da'wah carrier. It begins with laying the foundation by explaining the correct way to belief. It proves
the existence of a creator intellectually and the Quran as the final revelation sent to humanity by Allah (swt). It then goes on to clarify the
important creedal concept of Al-Qada wal Qadar (fate and destiny), which is often held in a vague or confused manner. The third chapter, its
largest concentrates on explaining the different ideologies that exists namely Capitalism, Communism and Islam highlighting the differences
between them giving the reader a clear framework to understand the world that we live in. After having laid the basis for the correct belief,
intellectual and political thinking, it then moves onto address the key Islamic legal principles. The short chapters are intended to focus on the
most important aspects such as Usuli subjects like the meaning of Hukm Shar'i, the types of ahkam shariah, Sunnah and emulating (ta'assi)
the actions of the Messenger (saw). The last section of the book also clarifies misconceptions regarding spirituality and morals according to
Islam as well as articulating the need for a constitution for the future Islamic state.
The life of Usâmah ibn-Munqidh epitomizes the height of Arab civilization during the early Crusading period. These memoirs -- which
represent a rare first-hand account of medieval European manners, morals, politics, and medicine written by a non-European -- offers new
perspective and insight into an important point of military and cultural contact between the East and West. In his introduction, translator Philip
Hitti writes, "Ancient Arabic literature has preserved for us other biographies, memoirs, and reminiscences by great men, but there is hardly
anything superior to this one in its simplicity of narrative, dignity, and wealth of contents and general human interest.
"Originally written for the Conference of Great Religions held at Lahore on December 26-29, 1896, the Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam
has since served as an introduction to Islam for seekers after the truth and religious knowledge in different parts of the world. The present
issue includes several "lost" pages not included in the essay that was read out at Lahore. It deals with the following five broad themes, set by
the moderators of the Conference: 1. The physical, moral and spiritual states of man 2. The state of man after death 3. The object of man's
life and the means to its attainment 4. The operation of the practical ordinances of the Law in this life and the next 5. Sources of Divine
knowledge."--Publisher's description.
Remarkable contemporary account of early Crusades by one of Damascus' leading citizens covers events of 1097–1159. Based on both
written and oral reports, colorful narrative relates every particular of life during wartime.
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Uncovering Islam's little known yet formative impact on U.S. literary culture, this book traces genealogies of Islamic influence that span
America's earliest generations, reaching from the Revolution to Reconstruction. Excavating personal appeals to Islam by pioneering national
authors-Ezra Stiles, William Bentley, Washington Irving, Lydia Maria Child, Ralph Waldo Emerson-Einboden discovers Muslim discourse
woven into the familiar fabric of unpublished letters and sermons, journals and journalism, memoirs and marginalia. The first to unearth
multiple manuscripts exhibiting American investment in Middle Eastern languages and literatures, Einboden argues that Islamic precedents
helped to prompt and propel creativity in the young Republic, acting as vehicles of artistic reflection, religious contemplation, and political
liberation. Intersecting informal engagements and intimate exchanges, Islamic sources are situated in this timely study as catalysts for
American authorship and identity, with U.S. writers mirroring the defining struggles of their country's first decades through domestic
investment in the Qur'an, Hadith, and Persian Sufi poetry.
The Description for this book, An Arab-Syrian Gentleman and Warrior in the Period of the Crusades: Memoirs of Usamah Ibn-Munqidh, will
be forthcoming.
In 922 AD, an Arab envoy from Baghdad named Ibn Fadlan encountered a party of Viking traders on the upper reaches of the Volga River. In
his subsequent report on his mission he gave a meticulous and astonishingly objective description of Viking customs, dress, table manners,
religion and sexual practices, as well as the only eyewitness account ever written of a Viking ship cremation. Between the ninth and
fourteenth centuries, Arab travellers such as Ibn Fadlan journeyed widely and frequently into the far north, crossing territories that now
include Russia, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. Their fascinating accounts describe how the numerous tribes and peoples they encountered
traded furs, paid tribute and waged wars. This accessible new translation offers an illuminating insight into the world of the Arab geographers,
and the medieval lands of the far north.

Marriage is a natural developmental stage for most adults but the process of getting married and achieving a successful, longlasting marriage can be fraught with challenges for Muslims in North America. The authors present a unique approach that reflects
40 years of combined experience in counseling couples. Mohamed Hag Magid is a prominent imam at one of the largest mosques
in the US, and Salma Elkadi Abugideiri is a licensed mental health professional. The two provide an Islamic framework for the
entire marriage process and present marriage as a partnership while underscoring the ingredients for successfully finding a
spouse, as well as for establishing and maintaining a healthy marriage. This book is invaluable for anyone seeking marriage, as
well as for parents who are involved in their children's marriage process. Those getting re-married after a divorce or death of a
spouse will also find this book extremely useful. The authors raise thought-provoking questions to help readers increase selfawareness, clarify what is desired in a spouse and in a marriage, and help them get to know a potential spouse. Topics addressed
in detail include finding a spouse, the role of family and in-laws, the marriage contract and wedding, intimacy, spirituality and
finances. Special issues addressed include mental health, domestic violence and threats to a marriage. This marriage guide is
surprisingly comprehensive and practical. It provides a tool kit with concrete skills that can be used throughout a marriage to
ensure a healthy relationship that is grounded in the Islamic values of love and mercy-qualities that are necessary to achieve the
ultimate purpose of marriage: mutual tranquility. This book promises to be a valuable resource that couples will turn to for many
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years both as a refresher and as a reference.
The book provides information on the evidence for the truth of Islam, some benefits of Islam, and general information on Islam.
What is Islam? How do we grasp a human and historical phenomenon characterized by such variety and contradiction? What is
"Islamic" about Islamic philosophy or Islamic art? Should we speak of Islam or of islams? Should we distinguish the Islamic (the
religious) from the Islamicate (the cultural)? Or should we abandon "Islamic" altogether as an analytical term? In What Is Islam?,
Shahab Ahmed presents a bold new conceptualization of Islam that challenges dominant understandings grounded in the
categories of "religion" and "culture" or those that privilege law and scripture. He argues that these modes of thinking obstruct us
from understanding Islam, distorting it, diminishing it, and rendering it incoherent. What Is Islam? formulates a new conceptual
language for analyzing Islam. It presents a new paradigm of how Muslims have historically understood divine revelation—one that
enables us to understand how and why Muslims through history have embraced values such as exploration, ambiguity,
aestheticization, polyvalence, and relativism, as well as practices such as figural art, music, and even wine drinking as Islamic. It
also puts forward a new understanding of the historical constitution of Islamic law and its relationship to philosophical ethics and
political theory. A book that is certain to provoke debate and significantly alter our understanding of Islam, What Is Islam? reveals
how Muslims have historically conceived of and lived with Islam as norms and truths that are at once contradictory yet coherent.
Analyzes Muslim countries' contemporary problems, particularly violence, authoritarianism, and underdevelopment, comparing
their historical levels of development with Western Europe.
First published in 1986. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
In the ruins of a medieval palace in Delhi, a unique phenomenon occurs: Indians of all castes and creeds meet to socialize and
ask the spirits for help. The spirits they entreat are Islamic jinns, and they write out requests as if petitioning the state. At a time
when a Hindu right wing government in India is committed to normalizing a view of the past that paints Muslims as oppressors,
Anand Vivek Taneja's Jinnealogy provides a fresh vision of religion, identity, and sacrality that runs counter to state-sanctioned
history. The ruin, Firoz Shah Kotla, is an unusually democratic religious space, characterized by freewheeling theological
conversations, DIY rituals, and the sanctification of animals. Taneja observes the visitors, who come mainly from the Muslim and
Dalit neighborhoods of Delhi, and uses their conversations and letters to the jinns as an archive of voices so often silenced. He
finds that their veneration of the jinns recalls pre-modern religious traditions in which spiritual experience was inextricably tied to
ecological surroundings. In this enchanted space, Taneja encounters a form of popular Islam that is not a relic of bygone days, but
a vibrant form of resistance to state repression and post-colonial visions of India.
A major work of mystical literature, this account focuses on 14 visions in the form of dramatic conversations with the divine,
interspersed with dazzling visionary episodes regarding the nature of existence, humans' relationship with reality, and the way to
achieve true happiness. The introduction presents a resume of Ibn 'Arabi's life and examines in detail the style and symbolism of
the contemplations. Presented for the first time in English, this work is a superb example of Ibn 'Arabi's inimitable style and deep
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perception.
Reveals the influence of Islam in the birth of American religious freedom, describing how Jefferson studied the Qur'an because he
believed that Islam's Enlightenment ideals could inform the fledgling country's practical governance.
Sufi Meditation and Contemplation offers fresh translations of three classic Sufi texts from Mughal India: The Alms Bowl of Shaykh Kalimullah
Shajehanabadi, The Compass of Truth by Dara Shikoh, and the Treatise on the Human Body attributed to Mu'in al-Din Chishti. These texts
elucidate meditation practices and the resulting effects. All three come from the Mughal era in India, which witnessed a flowering of Sufism in
innovative personalities, diverse mystical orders and bold literary expressions."Meditation is the way to instill the values in the heart, to such a
depth that the heart itself is transformed. The heart then is not merely an organ in the body, and is not just on's own personal center; when
properly activated through meditation, the heart opens up to reveal the very presence of God with one and with all. To find this state of loving
intimacy is the advice of the Qur'an when it says, "So remember me, that I may remember you." And according to Sufi teachings, to meditate
and contemplate is the way to draw God down to you and to allow yourself to be lifted up toward God." - from the foreword by Scott Kugle
The volume comprises lightly annotated translation of a key medieval Arabic text that bears directly on the Crusades and Crusader society
and the Muslim experience of them.
The extraordinary life of the man who founded Islam, and the world he inhabited—and remade. Lesley Hazleton's new book, Agnostic: A
Spirited Manifesto, is out now from Riverhead Books. Muhammad’s was a life of almost unparalleled historical importance; yet for all the
iconic power of his name, the intensely dramatic story of the prophet of Islam is not well known. In The First Muslim, Lesley Hazleton brings
him vibrantly to life. Drawing on early eyewitness sources and on history, politics, religion, and psychology, she renders him as a man in full,
in all his complexity and vitality. Hazleton’s account follows the arc of Muhammad’s rise from powerlessness to power, from anonymity to
renown, from insignificance to lasting significance. How did a child shunted to the margins end up revolutionizing his world? How did a
merchant come to challenge the established order with a new vision of social justice? How did the pariah hounded out of Mecca turn exile
into a new and victorious beginning? How did the outsider become the ultimate insider? Impeccably researched and thrillingly readable,
Hazleton’s narrative creates vivid insight into a man navigating between idealism and pragmatism, faith and politics, nonviolence and
violence, rejection and acclaim. The First Muslim illuminates not only an immensely significant figure but his lastingly relevant legacy.
In honor of Fred M. Donner's distinguished career as an interpreter of early Islam, this volume collects more than a dozen studies by his
students. They range over a wide array of sub-fields in Islamic studies, including Islamic history, historiography, Islamic law, Qur'anic studies
and Islamic aracheology.
'Lavish ... a celebration of the history and enduring romance of Islamic gardens' Washington Post As seen on the highly acclaimed BBC2
series Monty Don's Paradise Gardens, a glorious celebration of the richness of Islamic culture through some of the most beautiful gardens on
earth. In the Islamic tradition, a garden with its central elements of water, the scent of fruit trees, and places for rest and reflection, celebrate
heaven on earth. Paradise gardens play a central role in everyday life in the Islamic world, yet little is known about them. Monty Don and
acclaimed photographer, Derry Moore, set off on a journey to find out more about the principles and immersive delights of paradise gardens
and how a very different culture and climate has influenced garden design round the world. Their journey covers twenty-nine gardens from
the Real Alcazar and the Alhambra in Spain, and Le Jardin Majorelle in Morocco, to Highgrove and a Mughal garden in Bradford in England.
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There are some spectacular and rarely seen examples such as Pasargadae and the Maidan in Isfahan, Iran, the birthplace of paradise
gardens, as well as the more renowned examples such as Turkey's Topkapi Palace and the Amber Palace and Taj Mahal in India. 'A garden,
green and filled with water is heaven on earth - it is paradise.' Monty Don ALSO BY MONTY DON & DERRY MOORE JAPANESE
GARDENS: A JOURNEY An exploration of the exquisite beauty and fascinating history of the most beautiful and famous gardens across
Japan, from Kenrok-en to the Zen gardens of Tokyo. 'A fabulous, bonsai-filled book' Daily Mail
Meditation techniques, including mindfulness, have become popular wellbeing practices and the scientific study of their effects has recently
turned 50 years old. But how much do we know about them: what were they developed for and by whom? How similar or different are they,
how effective can they be in changing our minds and biology, what are their social and ethical implications? The Oxford Handbook of
Meditation is the most comprehensive volume published on meditation, written in accessible language by world-leading experts on the
science and history of these techniques. It covers the development of meditation across the world and the varieties of its practices and
experiences. It includes approaches from various disciplines, including psychology, neuroscience, history, anthropology, and sociology and it
explores its potential for therapeutic and social change, as well as unusual or negative effects. Edited by practitioner-researchers, this book is
the ultimate guide for all interested in meditation, including teachers, clinicians, therapists, researchers, or anyone who would like to learn
more about this topic.
Designed as a reference guide and a source of inspiration, this volume presents a clear and elegant English translation of Imam al-Nawawi’s
classic, together with the text of every single prayer and invocation, both in Arabic letters and in romanisation. Also included are all the author
s statements about those Hadiths which he related personally from his own teachers, and his guidance on the correct spelling and meanings
of rare words and names. Finally, al-Nawawi’s comments on the sources of Hadiths are supplemented by further scholarly notes.
What does ISIS really want? This is the definitive account of the strategy, psychology, and fundamentalism driving the Islamic State. NAMED
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY FOREIGN AFFAIRS • “Worthy of Joseph Conrad . . . gripping, sobering and
revelatory.”—Tom Holland, New Statesman The Islamic State inspired a wave of true believers to travel to Syria from Europe, America, and
the Middle East, in numbers not seen since the Crusades. What compelled tens of thousands of men and women to leave comfortable,
privileged lives to join a death cult in the desert? Steven Pinker called Graeme Wood’s analysis of this phenomenon in The Atlantic
“fascinating, terrifying, occasionally blackly humorous.” In The Way of the Strangers, Wood uses character study, analysis, and original
reporting to take us further into the Islamic State’s apocalyptic vision. Though the Islamic State has lost territory, it threatens to rise again,
and its followers are plotting on every continent. From the streets of Cairo to the mosques of London, Wood meets with supporters, recruiters,
and scholars and asks them why they believe that killing and dying for this cause is the only path to Paradise. With a new afterword, The Way
of the Strangers uncovers the theology and emotional appeal of this resilient group and explores its idiosyncratic, coherent approach to Islam.
Just as Lawrence Wright’s The Looming Tower explained the rise of Al Qaida, this book will shape our understanding of a new and deadlier
generation of terrorists. Praise for The Way of the Strangers “The Way of the Strangers represents journalism at its best: vivid writing,
indefatigable legwork, and fearless analysis.”—Robert D. Kaplan, author of The Return of Marco Polo’s World “Wood is a brilliant analyst and
storyteller, and his firsthand reporting and language abilities make him the most reliable commentator on the Islamic State that I have read.
His wit matches his intelligence (’Well-behaved Salafis seldom make history’)—you don't get through any two pages in his book without a
good laugh.”—Peter Theroux, author of Sandstorms: Days and Nights in Arabia “Excruciatingly well observed and devastatingly honest . . .
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This is the first and only book about the Islamic State to expose, explain, and ultimately undermine its ideology with the relentless irony that
comes from blending deep knowledge with hands-on experience. Wood makes it impossible not to laugh, despite the horrors.”—Elisabeth
Kendall, senior research fellow in Arabic and Islamic studies, University of Oxford
America’s leading religious scholar and public intellectual introduces lay readers to the Qur’an with a measured, powerful reading of the
ancient text Garry Wills has spent a lifetime thinking and writing about Christianity. In What the Qur’an Meant, Wills invites readers to join him
as he embarks on a timely and necessary reconsideration of the Qur’an, leading us through perplexing passages with insight and erudition.
What does the Qur’an actually say about veiling women? Does it justify religious war? There was a time when ordinary Americans did not
have to know much about Islam. That is no longer the case. We blundered into the longest war in our history without knowing basic facts
about the Islamic civilization with which we were dealing. We are constantly fed false information about Islam—claims that it is essentially a
religion of violence, that its sacred book is a handbook for terrorists. There is no way to assess these claims unless we have at least some
knowledge of the Qur’an. In this book Wills, as a non-Muslim with an open mind, reads the Qur’an with sympathy but with rigor, trying to
discover why other non-Muslims—such as Pope Francis—find it an inspiring book, worthy to guide people down through the centuries. There
are many traditions that add to and distort and blunt the actual words of the text. What Wills does resembles the work of art restorers who
clean away accumulated layers of dust to find the original meaning. He compares the Qur’an with other sacred books, the Old Testament
and the New Testament, to show many parallels between them. There are also parallel difficulties of interpretation, which call for patient
exploration—and which offer some thrills of discovery. What the Qur’an Meant is the opening of a conversation on one of the world’s most
practiced religions.
For the first time in English, a catalog of the world through fourteenth-century Arab eyes—a kind of Schott’s Miscellany for the Islamic Golden
Age An astonishing record of the knowledge of a civilization, The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition catalogs everything known to exist
from the perspective of a fourteenth-century Egyptian scholar and litterateur. More than 9,000 pages and thirty volumes—here abridged to one
volume, and translated into English for the first time—it contains entries on everything from medieval moon-worshipping cults, sexual
aphrodisiacs, and the substance of clouds, to how to get the smell of alcohol off one’s breath, the deliciousness of cheese made from buffalo
milk, and the nesting habits of flamingos. Similar works by Western authors, including Pliny’s Natural History and Diderot’s Encyclopédie,
have been available in English for centuries. This groundbreaking translation of a remarkable Arabic text—expertly abridged and
annotated—offers a look at the world through the highly literary and impressively knowledgeable societies of the classical Islamic world.
Meticulously arranged and delightfully eclectic, it is a compendium to be treasured—a true monument of erudition. For more than seventy
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
The great 13th century Muslim philosopher explores the mysteries of divine love and wisdom, using the symbolic examples of Biblical figures,
prophets and holy men, from Adam to Muhammad.
A contemporary prose rendering of the great medieval French epic, The Song of Roland is as canonical and significant as the Anglo-Saxon
Beowulf. It extols the chivalric ideals in the France of Charlemagne through the exploits of Charlemagne's nephew, the warrior Roland, who
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fights bravely to his death in a legendary battle. Against the bloody backdrop of the struggle between Christianity and Islam, The Song of
Roland remains a vivid portrayal of medieval life, knightly adventure, and feudal politics. The first great literary works of a culture are its epic
chronicles, those that create simple hero-figures about whom the imagination of a nation can crystallize, observed V. S. Pritchett. The Song
of Roland is animated by the crusading spirit and fortified by national and religious propaganda. This edition features W. S. Merwin's glowing,
lyrical translation.
A haunting and heart-wrenching story of two girls, two time periods, and the one event that changed their lives--and the world--forever.
In 1099, when the first crusaders arrived triumphant and bloody before the walls of Jerusalem, they carved out a Christian European
presence in the Islamic world that remained for centuries, bolstered by subsequent waves of new crusades and pilgrimages. But how did
medieval Muslims understand these events? What does an Islamic history of the Crusades look like? The answers may surprise you. In The
Race for Paradise, we see medieval Muslims managing this new and long-lived Crusader threat not simply as victims or as victors, but as
everything in-between, on all shores of the Muslim Mediterranean, from Spain to Syria. This is not just a straightforward tale of warriors and
kings clashing in the Holy Land - of military confrontations and enigmatic heroes such as the great sultan Saladin. What emerges is a more
complicated story of border-crossers and turncoats; of embassies and merchants; of scholars and spies, all of them seeking to manage this
new threat from the barbarian fringes of their ordered world. When seen from the perspective of medieval Muslims, the Crusades emerge as
something altogether different from the high-flying rhetoric of the European chronicles: as a diplomatic chess-game to be mastered, a
commercial opportunity to be seized, a cultural encounter shaping Muslim experiences of Europeans until the close of the Middle Ages - and,
as so often happened, a political challenge to be exploited by ambitious rulers making canny use of the language of jihad.
'O day so ardently desired! O time of times the most memorable! O deed before all other deeds!' The fall of Jerusalem in the summer of 1099
to an exhausted and starving army of Western European soldiers was one of the most extraordinary events of the Middle Ages.It was both
the climax of a great wave of visionary Christian fervour and the beginning of what proved to be a futile and abortive attempt to implant a new
European kingdom in an overwhelmingly Muslim world.The legacy of these events continues to be argued over more than nine centuries
later.This remarkable collection of first-hand accounts brings to life the First Crusade in all its cruelty and strangeness.
Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, the 13th-century Shi'i philosopher and scholar, is one of the most controversial Muslim personalities of his time. His
contributions to different fields of learning, including astronomy, theology and philosophy, won for him the honorific titles of scholar
("Muhaqiq") and the "Eleventh Intellect". In Isma'ili circles he was held in the highest esteem and addressed as "Da'i al-du'at wa khwaja-i
ka'inat", chief propagandist and master of creation. This is al-Tusi's spiritual autobiography. Although it is not traditionally listed in his writings,
contemporary scholars have no doubts about its authenticity. In it, al-Tusi recounts his spiritual attraction and conversion to Isma'ilism. The
work of and inquisitive and highly intelligent mind, the importance of this document lies not only in al-Tusi's account of his spiritual journey but
also in his clear and vivid elaboration of the Shi'i Isma'ili doctrine of "ta'lim", or the need for authoritative teaching by the Isma'ili imam.

The Book of ContemplationIslam and the CrusadesPenguin UK
Covers those dimensions of Islamic rituals of worship – prayer, almsgiving, fasting, Pilgrimage, etc. which are essential to the
fulfilment of inner quality. Consists of selections from al-Ghazali's Ihya, a pivotal work in the history of Islamic thought.
The human race is in crisis and very few of us – if any – are able to understand what is wrong with our lives and the world at large.
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How did this happen and how did humans become so ‘disconnected’ with humanity? Why are psychological disorders such as
depression, anxiety, fear, and suicide on the increase, and why are conventional Western therapies unable to stem the tide? To
approach this we must first look inside ourselves – to explore our own purpose in life and extend that principle to the rest of
humanity. Despite the advances of modern Western psychology and the development of therapies that do help many, one area
that is largely unexplored is that of the ‘human spirit’ and spirituality since it is more convenient to consider the human mind as
‘machine’ that responds to external stimuli. In this powerful exploration into the human mind and its relationship with the human
spirit, Malik Badri invites the reader to open the door to self-discovery, purpose and spirituality through the practice of
contemplation, reflection and meditation – understanding the true meaning and experience of spirituality as well as one’s own
place in Creation. Whilst central to worship in Islam, this will also be of great interest to, and help any reader wishing to explore the
notion of spirituality whether as part of worship or simply as part of self development and inner healing.
“Ed Husain has become one of the most vital Muslim voices in the world. The House of Islam could very well be his magnum
opus.” -Reza Aslan, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Zealot “This should be compulsory reading.” -Peter Frankopan,
author of the international bestseller The Silk Roads Today, Islam is to many in the West an alien force, with Muslims held in
suspicion. Failure to grasp the inner workings of religion and geopolitics has haunted American foreign policy for decades and has
been decisive in the new administration's controversial orders. The intricacies and shadings must be understood by the West not
only to build a stronger, more harmonious relationship between the two cultures, but also for greater accuracy in predictions as to
how current crises, such as the growth of ISIS, will develop and from where the next might emerge. The House of Islam addresses
key questions and points of disconnection. What are the roots of the conflict between Sunni and Shi'a Muslims that is engulfing
Pakistan and the Middle East? Does the Koran encourage the killing of infidels? The book thoughtfully explores the events and
issues that have come from and contributed to the broadening gulf between Islam and the West, from the United States' overthrow
of Iran's first democratically elected leader to the emergence of ISIS, from the declaration of a fatwa on Salman Rushdie to the
attack on the offices of Charlie Hebdo. Authoritative and engaging, Ed Husain leads us clearly and carefully through the nuances
of Islam and its people, taking us back to basics to contend that the Muslim world need not be a stranger to the West, nor our
enemy, but our peaceable allies.
Religious thinkers, political leaders, lawmakers, writers, and philosophers have shaped the 1,400-year-long development of the
world's second-largest religion. But who were these people? What do we know of their lives and the ways in which they influenced
their societies? In Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives, the distinguished historian of Islam Chase F. Robinson draws on the long
tradition in Muslim scholarship of commemorating in writing the biographies of notable figures, but he weaves these ambitious
lives together to create a rich narrative of Islamic civilization, from the Prophet Muhammad in the seventh century to the era of the
world conquerer Timur and the Ottoman Sultan Mehmed II in the fifteenth. Beginning in Islam’s heartland, Mecca, and ranging
from North Africa and Iberia in the west to Central and East Asia, Robinson not only traces the rise and fall of Islamic states
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through the biographies of political and military leaders who worked to secure peace or expand their power, but also discusses
those who developed Islamic law, scientific thought, and literature. What emerges is a fascinating portrait of rich and diverse
Islamic societies. Alongside the famous characters who colored this landscape—including Muhammad’s cousin ’Ali; the Crusaderera hero Saladin; and the poet Rumi—are less well-known figures, such as Ibn Fadlan, whose travels in Eurasia brought fascinating
first-hand accounts of the Volga Vikings to the Abbasid Caliph; the eleventh-century Karima al-Marwaziyya, a woman scholar of
Prophetic traditions; and Abu al-Qasim Ramisht, a twelfth-century merchant millionaire. An illuminating read for anyone interested
in learning more about this often-misunderstood civilization, this book creates a vivid picture of life in all arenas of the pre-modern
Muslim world.
European and Arab versions of the Crusades have little in common. For Arabs, the twelfth and thirteenth centuries were years of
strenuous efforts to repel a brutal and destructive invasion by barbarian hordes. Under Saladin, an unstoppable Muslim army
inspired by prophets and poets finally succeeded in destroying the most powerful Crusader kingdoms. The memory of this greatest
and most enduring victory ever won by a non-European society against the West still lives in the minds of millions of Arabs today.
Amin Maalouf has sifted through the works of a score of contemporary Arab chroniclers of the Crusades, eyewitnesses and often
participants in the events. He retells their stories in their own vivacious style, giving us a vivid portrait of a society rent by internal
conflicts and shaken by a traumatic encounter with an alien culture. He retraces two critical centuries of Middle Eastern history,
and offers fascinating insights into some of the forces that shape Arab and Islamic consciousness today. 'Well-researched and
highly readable.' Guardian 'A useful and important analysis adding much to existing western histories ... worth recommending to
George Bush.' London Review of Books 'Maalouf tells an inspiring story ... very readable ... warmly recommended.' Times Literary
Supplement 'A wide readership should enjoy this vivid narrative of stirring events.' The Bookseller 'Very well done indeed ...
Should be put in the hands of anyone who asks what lies behind the Middle East's present conflicts.' Middle East International
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