Read Book The Bondwomans Narrative

The Bondwomans Narrative
NeoSlave Narratives is a study in the political, social, and cultural content of a
given literary form--the novel of slavery cast as a first-person slave narrative.
After discerning the social and historical factors surrounding the first appearance
of that literary form in the 1960s, NeoSlave Narratives explores the complex
relationship between nostalgia and critique, while asking how African American
intellectuals at different points between 1976 and 1990 remember and use the
site of slavery to represent the crucial cultural debates that arose during the
sixties.
A seamstress and friend of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln describes her days as a slave
and her memories of the martyred President and his First Lady
A New York Times Best Seller! To many, the past 8 years under President
Obama were meant to usher in a new post-racial American political era,
dissolving the divisions of the past. However, when seventeen-year-old Trayvon
Martin was shot by a wannabe cop in Florida; and then Ferguson, Missouri,
happened; and then South Carolina hit the headlines; and then Baltimore blew
up, it was hard to find any evidence of a new post-racial order. Suddenly the
entire country seemed to be awakened to a stark fact: African American men are
in danger in America. This has only become clearer as groups like Black Lives
Matter continue to draw attention to this reality daily not only online but also in the
streets of our nation’s embattled cities. Now one of our country’s quintessential
urban war zones is brought powerfully to life by a rising young literary talent, D.
Watkins. The author fought his way up on the eastside (the “beastside”) of
Baltimore, Maryland—or “Bodymore, Murderland,” as his friends call it. He writes
openly and unapologetically about what it took to survive life on the streets while
the casualties piled up around him, including his own brother. Watkins pushed
drugs to pay his way through school, staying one step ahead of murderous
business rivals and equally predatory lawmen. When black residents of Baltimore
finally decided they had had enough—after the brutal killing of twenty-five-year-old
Freddie Gray while in police custody—Watkins was on the streets as the city
erupted. He writes about his bleeding city with the razor-sharp insights of
someone who bleeds along with it. Here are true dispatches from the other side
of America. In this new paperback edition, the author has also added new
material responding to the rising tide of racial resentment and hate embodied by
political figures like Donald Trump and Ted Cruz, and the impact this has had on
issues of race in America. This book is essential reading for anyone trying to
make sense of the chaos of our current political moment.
Moments after Lisbeth is born, she's taken from her mother and handed over to
an enslaved wet nurse, Mattie, a young mother separated from her own infant
son in order to care for her tiny charge. Thus begins an intense relationship that
will shape both of their lives for decades to come. Though Lisbeth leads a life of
privilege, she finds nothing but loneliness in the company of her overwhelmed
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mother and her distant, slave-owning father. As she grows older, Mattie becomes
more like family to Lisbeth than her own kin and the girl's visits to the slaves'
quarters—and their lively and loving community—bring them closer together than
ever. But can two women in such disparate circumstances form a bond like theirs
without consequence? This deeply moving tale of unlikely love traces the journey
of these very different women as each searches for freedom and dignity.
An absorbing study of the evolution of sentiment in Victorian life and literature
What is sentimentality, and where did it come from? For acclaimed scholar and
biographer Fred Kaplan, the seeds were planted by the British moral
philosophers of the eighteenth century. The Victorians gained from them a theory
of human nature, a belief in the innateness of benevolent moral instincts;
sentiment, in turn, emerged as a set of shared moral feelings in opposition to
both scientific realism and the more ego-driven energies of Romanticism. Sacred
Tears investigates the profound ways in which seminal writers Charles Dickens,
William Makepeace Thackeray, and Thomas Carlyle were influenced by the
philosophies of David Hume and Adam Smith, and by novelists of the same
period. Exploring sentiment in its original context—one often forgotten or
overlooked—Kaplan’s study is a stimulating fusion of intellectual history and
literary criticism, and holds no small importance for questions of art and morality
as they exist today.
Profiles one hundred influential African Americans who helped shape the history
of the twentieth century, including revered figures in the fields of music, literature,
sports, science, politics, and the civil rights movement.
Welcome to the 3 Books To Know series, our idea is to help readers learn about
fascinating topics through three essential and relevant books. These carefully
selected works can be fiction, non-fiction, historical documents or even
biographies. We will always select for you three great works to instigate your
mind, this time the topic is: Abolitionist Novel. - Uncle Tom's Cabin by Harriet
Beecher Stowe - Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave
by Douglass - The Narrative of William W. Brown, a Fugitive Slave by William
Wells Brown Uncle Tom's Cabin is an anti-slavery novel by American author
Harriet Beecher Stowe. Published in 1852, the novel had a profound effect on
attitudes toward African Americans and slavery in the U.S. and is said to have
"helped lay the groundwork for the Civil War". Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass is an 1845 memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator
and former slave Frederick Douglass during his time in Lynn, Massachusetts. It is
generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former
slaves during the same period. William Wells Brown (c. 1814 – November 6,
1884) was a prominent African-American abolitionist lecturer, novelist, playwright,
and historian in the United States. Born into slavery in Montgomery County,
Kentucky, near the town of Mount Sterling, Brown escaped to Ohio in 1834 at the
age of 20. He settled in Boston, Massachusetts, where he worked for abolitionist
causes and became a prolific writer. This is one of many books in the series 3
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Books To Know. If you liked this book, look for the other titles in the series, we
are sure you will like some of the topics
In the segregated South of the mid-1900s, fourteen-year-old Nell bears witness
to a world that embraces the oppression of women. She is fascinated with the
prospect of being an independent person—but when she turns sixteen, she is
married off and brought to the city of Boston as a bride. Nell is a shy girl who
must quickly learn how to be a wife and mother. She quickly discovers that she
must acquire new skills to navigate the unknown territory of the North, as well as
her relationship with her husband, Henry, who is controlling and emotionally
abusive. After giving birth to three children, her body begins to fail her and Henry,
concerned for her health, pulls away from her physically. But this void of intimacy
drives Nell into the arms of another man. It’s through her encounter with Charles
in the church kitchen, at the point when she is most vulnerable, that Nell finds
escape from her depressed life with Henry. The cost though, is another
pregnancy. When Charles finds out the baby is his, at first it appears he plans to
leave Nell; ultimately, however, his love for her brings him back.
From acclaimed scholar Henry Louis Gates, Jr., the most comprehensive collection of Lincoln's
writings on race and slavery Generations of Americans have debated the meaning of Abraham
Lincoln's views on race and slavery. He issued the Emancipation Proclamation and supported
a constitutional amendment to outlaw slavery, yet he also harbored grave doubts about the
intellectual capacity of African Americans, publicly used the n-word until at least 1862, and
favored permanent racial segregation. In this book—the first complete collection of Lincoln's
important writings on both race and slavery—readers can explore these contradictions through
Lincoln's own words. Acclaimed Harvard scholar and documentary filmmaker Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., presents the full range of Lincoln's views, gathered from his private letters,
speeches, official documents, and even race jokes, arranged chronologically from the late
1830s to the 1860s. Complete with definitive texts, rich historical notes, and an original
introduction by Henry Louis Gates, Jr., this book charts the progress of a war within Lincoln
himself. We witness his struggles with conflicting aims and ideas—a hatred of slavery and a
belief in the political equality of all men, but also anti-black prejudices and a determination to
preserve the Union even at the cost of preserving slavery. We also watch the evolution of his
racial views, especially in reaction to the heroic fighting of black Union troops. At turns inspiring
and disturbing, Lincoln on Race and Slavery is indispensable for understanding what Lincoln's
views meant for his generation—and what they mean for our own.
In this “outstanding volume” (Boston Herald) that “ought to be at the top of everyone’s mustread list” (Essence), Black women and men evocatively explore what could make a smart
woman ignore doctor’s orders; what could get a hardworking employee fired from her job;
what could get a black woman in hot water with her white boyfriend? In a word: hair. In a
society where beauty standards can be difficult if not downright unobtainable for many Black
women, the issue of hair is a major one. Now, in this evocative and fascinating collection of
essays, poems, excerpts, and more, Tenderheaded speaks to the personal, political, and
cultural meaning of Black hair. From A’?Leila Perry Bundles, the great-granddaughter of hair
care pioneer Madam C.J. Walker celebrating her ancestor’s legacy, to an art historian
exploring the moving ways in which Black hair has been used to express Yoruba spirituality, to
renowned activist Angela Davis questioning how her message of revolution got reduced to a
hairstyle, Tenderheaded is as rich and diverse as the children of the African diaspora. With
works from authors including Toni Morrison, Alice Walker, bell hooks, Henry Louis Gates Jr.,
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and more, this “remarkable array of writings and images” (Publishers Weekly) will stay with
you long after you turn the final page.
Best Books of 2019: Washington Post • O, The Oprah Magazine • Time • NPR • People •
Buzzfeed A TODAY Show #ReadWithJenna Book Club Selection Winner • Lambda Literary
Award [Lesbian Fiction] A Washington Post Lily Lit Club Selection Longlisted • PEN/Faulkner
Award for Fiction American Library Association • A Barbara Gittings Literature Award Honor
Book (Stonewall Book Awards) Finalist • Aspen Words Literary Prize Apple Books • Best
Books of the Month New York Times Book Review • Editors’ Choice Selection Kirkus Reviews
• Most Memorable Fictional Families of 2019 Longlisted • The Morning News Tournament of
Books A Rumpus Book Club Selection A beautifully layered portrait of motherhood,
immigration, and the sacrifices we make in the name of love from award-winning novelist
Nicole Dennis-Benn. Heralded for writing “deeply memorable . . . women” (Jennifer Senior,
New York Times), Nicole Dennis-Benn introduces readers to an unforgettable heroine for our
times: the eponymous Patsy, who leaves her young daughter behind in Jamaica to follow
Cicely, her oldest friend, to New York. Beating with the pulse of a long-withheld confession and
peppered with lilting patois, Patsy gives voice to a woman who looks to America for the
opportunity to love whomever she chooses, bravely putting herself first. But to survive as an
undocumented immigrant, Patsy is forced to work as a nanny, while back in Jamaica her
daughter, Tru, ironically struggles to understand why she was left behind. Greeted with
international critical acclaim from readers who, at last, saw themselves represented in Patsy,
this astonishing novel “fills a literary void with compassion, complexity and tenderness”
(Joshunda Sanders, Time), offering up a vital portrait of the chasms between selfhood and
motherhood, the American dream and reality.
Harriet Jacobs's slave narrative is remarkable for its candid exposure of the sexual abuse
suffered by slaves at the hands of their owners. Her sufferings, and eventual escape to the
North, are described in vivid detail. This edition also includes her brother's short memoir, 'A
True Tale of Slavery'.
Tackling fraught but fascinating issues of cultural borrowing and appropriation, this
groundbreaking book reveals that Victorian literature was put to use in African American
literature and print culture in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in much more
intricate, sustained, and imaginative ways than previously suspected. From reprinting and
reframing "The Charge of the Light Brigade" in an antislavery newspaper to reimagining David
Copperfield and Jane Eyre as mixed-race youths in the antebellum South, writers and editors
transposed and transformed works by the leading British writers of the day to depict the lives of
African Americans and advance their causes. Central figures in African American literary and
intellectual history—including Frederick Douglass, Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, Charles
Chesnutt, Pauline Hopkins, and W.E.B. Du Bois—leveraged Victorian literature and this history
of engagement itself to claim a distinctive voice and construct their own literary tradition. In
bringing these transatlantic transfigurations to light, this book also provides strikingly new
perspectives on both canonical and little-read works by Charles Dickens, George Eliot,
Tennyson, and other Victorian authors. The recovery of these works' African American
afterlives illuminates their formal practices and ideological commitments, and forces a
reassessment of their cultural impact and political potential. Bridging the gap between African
American and Victorian literary studies, Reaping Something New changes our understanding
of both fields and rewrites an important chapter of literary history.
Fifteen years after its hardcover debut, the FSG Classics reissue of the celebrated work of
narrative nonfiction that won the National Book Award and changed the American conversation
about race, with a new preface by the author The Ball family hails from South
Carolina—Charleston and thereabouts. Their plantations were among the oldest and longeststanding plantations in the South. Between 1698 and 1865, close to four thousand black
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people were born into slavery under the Balls or were bought by them. In Slaves in the Family,
Edward Ball recounts his efforts to track down and meet the descendants of his family's slaves.
Part historical narrative, part oral history, part personal story of investigation and catharsis,
Slaves in the Family is, in the words of Pat Conroy, "a work of breathtaking generosity and
courage, a magnificent study of the complexity and strangeness and beauty of the word
‘family.'"
First published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Bathsheba Spooner, daughter of infamous Massachusetts Loyalist Timothy Ruggles,
conspired with two British POWs and her teenage American soldier/lover to kill her Patriot
husband. All four were hanged in Worcester July 2, 1778. Spooner, five months pregnant, was
the first woman executed in the new nation.

This series provides texts central to medieval studies courses and focuses upon
the diverse cultural, social and political conditions that affected the functioning of
all levels of medieval society. Translations are accompanied by introductory and
explanatory material and each volume includes a comprehensive guide to the
sources' interpretation, including discussion of critical linguistic problems and an
assessment of recent research on the topics covered. From 1348 to 1350 Europe
was devastated by an epidemic that left between a third and one half of the
population dead. This source book traces, through contemporary writings, the
calamitous impact of the Black Death in Europe, with a particular emphasis on its
spread across England from 1348 to 1349. Rosemary Horrox surveys
contemporary attempts to explain the plague, which was universally regarded as
an expression of divine vengeance for the sins of humankind. Moralists all had
their particular targets for criticism. However, this emphasis on divine
chastisement did not preclude attempts to explain the plague in medical or
scientific terms. Also, there was a widespread belief that human agencies had
been involved, and such scapegoats as foreigners, the poor and Jews were all
accused of poisoning wells. The final section of the book charts the social and
psychological impact of the plague, and its effect on the late-medieval economy.
The instant New York Times bestseller and companion book to the PBS series.
“Absolutely brilliant . . . A necessary and moving work.” —Eddie S. Glaude, Jr.,
author of Begin Again “Engaging. . . . In Gates’s telling, the Black church shines
bright even as the nation itself moves uncertainly through the gloaming, seeking
justice on earth—as it is in heaven.” —Jon Meacham, New York Times Book
Review From the New York Times bestselling author of Stony the Road and one
of our most important voices on the African American experience comes a
powerful new history of the Black church as a foundation of Black life and a
driving force in the larger freedom struggle in America. For the young Henry
Louis Gates, Jr., growing up in a small, residentially segregated West Virginia
town, the church was a center of gravity—an intimate place where voices rose up
in song and neighbors gathered to celebrate life's blessings and offer comfort
amid its trials and tribulations. In this tender and expansive reckoning with the
meaning of the Black Church in America, Gates takes us on a journey spanning
more than five centuries, from the intersection of Christianity and the transatlantic
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slave trade to today’s political landscape. At road’s end, and after Gates’s
distinctive meditation on the churches of his childhood, we emerge with a new
understanding of the importance of African American religion to the larger
national narrative—as a center of resistance to slavery and white supremacy, as a
magnet for political mobilization, as an incubator of musical and oratorical talent
that would transform the culture, and as a crucible for working through the Black
community’s most critical personal and social issues. In a country that has
historically afforded its citizens from the African diaspora tragically few safe
spaces, the Black Church has always been more than a sanctuary. This fact was
never lost on white supremacists: from the earliest days of slavery, when
enslaved people were allowed to worship at all, their meetinghouses were
subject to surveillance and destruction. Long after slavery’s formal eradication,
church burnings and bombings by anti-Black racists continued, a hallmark of the
violent effort to suppress the African American struggle for equality. The past
often isn’t even past—Dylann Roof committed his slaughter in the Mother
Emanuel AME Church 193 years after it was first burned down by white citizens
of Charleston, South Carolina, following a thwarted slave rebellion. But as Gates
brilliantly shows, the Black church has never been only one thing. Its story lies at
the heart of the Black political struggle, and it has produced many of the Black
community’s most notable leaders. At the same time, some churches and
denominations have eschewed political engagement and exemplified practices of
exclusion and intolerance that have caused polarization and pain. Those tensions
remain today, as a rising generation demands freedom and dignity for all within
and beyond their communities, regardless of race, sex, or gender. Still, as a
source of faith and refuge, spiritual sustenance and struggle against society’s
darkest forces, the Black Church has been central, as this enthralling history
makes vividly clear.
The visionary author’s masterpiece pulls us—along with her Black female
hero—through time to face the horrors of slavery and explore the impacts of
racism, sexism, and white supremacy then and now. Dana, a modern black
woman, is celebrating her twenty-sixth birthday with her new husband when she
is snatched abruptly from her home in California and transported to the
antebellum South. Rufus, the white son of a plantation owner, is drowning, and
Dana has been summoned to save him. Dana is drawn back repeatedly through
time to the slave quarters, and each time the stay grows longer, more arduous,
and more dangerous until it is uncertain whether or not Dana's life will end, long
before it has a chance to begin.
The first novel by an African-American, this dramatic tale tells the fate of a child
fathered by Thomas Jefferson with one of his slaves. The author, a former slave,
powerfully depicts racial injustice.
The abolitionist author presents profound insight on the meaning of race and
freedom in America in this memoir of slavery, escape, and reinvention. One of
the most important figures in the American civil rights movement, Frederick
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Douglass was a major influence on social and political thought in the nineteenth
century. His autobiographical writings were a powerful vehicle for his philosophy
of human equality. Written ten years after his legal emancipation in 1846, My
Bondage and My Freedom recounts Douglass’s journey—intellectual, spiritual,
and geographical—from life as a slave under various masters, and his many plots
and attempts at escape, to his liberation, time as a fugitive, and new life as a
prominent abolitionist. Expanding on his earlier work Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, this later memoir illuminates Douglass’s maturation as a
writer and thinker.
Possibly the first novel written by a black woman slave, this work is both a
historically important literary event and a gripping autobiographical story in its
own right. When her master is betrothed to a woman who conceals a tragic
secret, Hannah Crafts, a young slave on a wealthy North Carolina plantation,
runs away in a bid for her freedom up North. Pursued by slave hunters,
imprisoned by a mysterious and cruel captor, held by sympathetic strangers, and
forced to serve a demanding new mistress, she finally makes her way to freedom
in New Jersey. Her compelling story provides a fascinating view of American life
in the mid-1800s and the literary conventions of the time. Written in the 1850's by
a runaway slave, THE BONDSWOMAN'S NARRATIVE is a provocative literary
landmark and a significant historical event that will captivate a diverse audience.
Sites Unseen examines the complex intertwining of race and architecture in
nineteenth and early-twentieth century American culture, the period not only in
which American architecture came of age professionally in the U.S. but also in
which ideas about architecture became a prominent part of broader
conversations about American culture, history, politics, andOCoalthough we have
not yet understood this clearlyOCorace relations. This rich and copiously
illustrated interdisciplinary study explores the ways that American writing
between roughly 1850 and 1930 concerned itself, often intensely, with the racial
implications of architectural space primarily, but not exclusively, through domestic
architecture. In addition to identifying an archive of provocative primary materials,
Sites Unseen draws significantly on important recent scholarship in multiple fields
ranging from literature, history, and material culture to architecture, cultural
geography, and urban planning. Together the chapters interrogate a variety of
expressive American vernacular forms, including the dialect tale, the novel of
empire, letters, and pulp stories, along with the plantation cabin, the West Indian
cottage, the Latin American plaza, and the OC OrientalOCO parlor. These are
some of the overlooked plots and structures that can and should inform a more
comprehensive consideration of the literary and cultural meanings of American
architecture. Making sense of the relations between architecture, race, and
American writing of the long nineteenth centuryOCoin their regional, national, and
hemispheric contextsOCo Sites Unseen provides a clearer view not only of this
catalytic era but also more broadly of what architectural historian Dell Upton has
aptly termed the social experience of the built environment."
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"Contributors look at the writers and their works from a feminist-womanist
perspective, and address issues relating to race, class, and gender. Topical
entries, e.g., "Work," "Protest Tradition," "Religion," "The Use of Myth," and
"Memory," provide a rich context for the literature."--Choice review.
This rich and varied collection of essays makes a timely contribution to critical
debates about the Female Gothic, a popular but contested area of literary
studies. The contributors revisit key Gothic themes - gender, race, the body,
monstrosity, metaphor, motherhood and nationality - to open up new critical
directions.
My GoPro Hero Camera offers a comprehensive introduction to using the most
recently released GoPro Hero camera models, including the basic GoPro Hero,
GoPro Hero3+ and the GoPro Hero4. All three of these cameras utilize the same
basic operating system and menus, but each has slightly different features,
functions and possible shooting resolutions for digital images and video. After
offering an initial introduction to the cameras themselves, as well as their menus
and buttons, this book offers an overview of the different camera housings and
mounts available, plus explains how to utilize the GoPro mobile app and
computer software. How to best use other “must have” GoPro accessories,
including the Wi-Fi Remote and the LCD Touch BacPac display are also be
covered. Throughout the book are hundreds of shooting tips and strategies that
teach readers how to capture the best possible photos and videos in a wide
range of situations. Strategies for shooting professional-quality first and thirdperson photos/videos, as well as traditional photos/video, plus ways to achieve
the best possible results indoors, outdoors, underwater, in low-light situations,
and in high-action situations are covered. This book appeals to those who
purchased a GoPro camera to take on vacation or to capture “family moments,”
as well as to more active people who want to capture crystal-clear “action”
images or videos of themselves engaged in various activities, using their GoPro
camera in conjunction with the best combination of optional camera accessories,
housings and mounts, based on their activity and the shooting conditions. How
and why all of the accessories, housings, mounts, menu options and camera
settings were used to capture the sample content is explained in the text and with
plenty of visual examples within the book. Some additional companion video
content is available through the Que website.
A well-known nineteenth-century abolitionist and former slave, William Wells
Brown was a prolific writer and lecturer who captivated audiences with readings
of his drama The Escape; or, a Leap for Freedom (1858). The first published play
by an African American writer, The Escape explored the complexities of
American culture at a time when tensions between North and South were about
to explode into the Civil War. This new volume presents the first-edition text of
Brown's play and features an extensive introduction that establishes the work's
continuing significance. The Escape centers on the attempted sexual violation of
a slave and involves many characters of mixed race, through which Brown
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commented on such themes as moral decay, white racism, and black selfdetermination. Rich in action and faithful in dialect, it raises issues relating not
only to race but also to gender by including concepts of black and white
masculinity and the culture of southern white and enslaved women. It portrays a
world in which slavery provided a convenient means of distinguishing between
the white North and the white South, allowing northerners to express moral
sentiments without recognizing or addressing the racial prejudice pervasive
among whites in both regions. John Ernest's introductory essay balances the
play's historical and literary contexts, including information on Brown and his
career, as well as on slavery, abolitionism, and sectional politics. It also
discusses the legends and realities of the Underground Railroad, examines the
role of antebellum performance art--including blackface minstrelsy and stage
versions of Uncle Tom's Cabin--in the construction of race and national identity,
and provides an introduction to theories of identity as performance. A century and
a half after its initial appearance, The Escape remains essential reading for
students of African American literature. Ernest's keen analysis of this classic play
will enrich readers' appreciation of both the drama itself and the era in which it
appeared. The Editor: John Ernest is an associate professor of English at the
University of New Hampshire and author of Resistance and Reformation in
Nineteenth-Century African-American Literature: Brown, Wilson, Jacobs, Delany,
Douglass, and Harper.
Clotelle; or the Colored Heroine by William Wells Brown (1814 - 1884) was
originally printed by the Press of Geo. C Rand and Avery in 1867. This
reproduction is reset line-for-line, page-for-page from a copy in the Negro
Collection of the Fisk University Library by Jeffrey Young & Associates.
In 1865, The Christian Recorder, the national newspaper of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, serialized The Curse of Caste; or The Slave Bride, a novel
written by Mrs. Julia C. Collins, an African American woman living in the small
town of Williamsport, Pennsylvania. The first novel ever published by a black
American woman, it is set in antebellum Louisiana and Connecticut, and focuses
on the lives of a beautiful mixed-race mother and daughter whose opportunities
for fulfillment through love and marriage are threatened by slavery and caste
prejudice. The text shares much with popular nineteenth-century women's fiction,
while its dominant themes of interracial romance, hidden African ancestry, and
ambiguous racial identity have parallels in the writings of both black and white
authors from the period. Begun in the waning months of the Civil War, the novel
was near its conclusion when Julia Collins died of tuberculosis in November of
1865. In this first-ever book publication of The Curse of Caste; or The Slave
Bride, the editors have composed a hopeful and a tragic ending, reflecting two
alternatives Collins almost certainly would have considered for the closing of her
unprecedented novel. In their introduction, the editors offer the most complete
and current research on the life and community of an author who left few traces
in the historical record, and provide extensive discussion of her novel's literary
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and historical significance. Collins's published essays, which provide intriguing
glimpses into the mind of this gifted but overlooked writer, are included in what
will prove to be the definitive edition of a major new discovery in African
American literature. Its publication contributes immensely to our understanding of
black American literature, religion, women's history, community life, and race
relations during the era of United States emancipation.
Essays offer a critical analysis of "The Bondwoman's Narrative," a first novel
written by a female African-American slave, assessing the influence of the work
on our view of slavery, African-American history, and antebellum literature.
Bleak House provides students and teachers occasion to discuss Victorian social
concerns involving law, crime, family, education, and money and to learn about
every stratum of English society, from the aristocracy to the homeless. The
essays in this volume offer instructors an array of practical strategies for use in
the classroom: some describe courses organised exclusively around Bleak
House; others offer ideas for teaching a single scene or topic in the novel.
Possibly the first novel written by a black woman slave, this work is both a
historically important literary event and a gripping autobiographical story in its
own right.
A novel written in the 1850s by a runaway slave follows a young slave from a North Carolina
plantation as she flees to the North and, after being pursued by slave hunters and forced to
serve a difficult new mistress, finally obtains freedom in New Jersey.
What is death and how does it touch upon life? Twenty writers look for answers. Birth is not
inevitable. Life certainly isn't. The sole inevitability of existence, the only sure consequence of
being alive, is death. In these eloquent and surprising essays, twenty writers face this fact,
among them Geoff Dyer, who describes the ghost bikes memorializing those who die in biking
accidents; Jonathan Safran Foer, proposing a new way of punctuating dialogue in the face of a
family history of heart attacks and decimation by the Holocaust; Mark Doty, whose reflections
on the art-porn movie Bijou lead to a meditation on the intersection of sex and death
epitomized by the AIDS epidemic; and Joyce Carol Oates, who writes about the loss of her
husband and faces her own mortality. Other contributors include Annie Dillard, Diane
Ackerman, Peter Straub, and Brenda Hillman.
Across the centuries, the acts and arts of black heroism have inspired a provocative,
experimental, and self-reflexive intellectual, political, and aesthetic tradition. In Characters of
Blood, Celeste-Marie Bernier illuminates the ways in which six iconic men and
women—Toussaint Louverture, Nathaniel Turner, Sengbe Pieh, Sojourner Truth, Frederick
Douglass, and Harriet Tubman—challenged the dominant conceptualizations of their histories
and played a key role in the construction of an alternative visual and textual archive. While
these figures have survived as symbolic touchstones, Bernier contends that scholars have yet
to do justice to their complex bodies of work or their multifaceted lives. Adopting a comparative
and transatlantic approach to her subjects’ remarkable life stories, the author analyzes a
wealth of creative work—from literature, drama, and art to public monuments, religious tracts,
and historical narratives—to show how it represents enslaved heroism throughout the United
States, Africa, and the Caribbean. In mapping this black diasporic tradition of resistance,
Bernier intends not only to reveal the limitations and distortions on record but also to
complicate the definitions of black heroism that have been restricted by ideological boundaries
between heroic and anti-heroic sites and sights of struggle.
Simon Schama's extraordinary novel in a new stage adaptation by Caryl Philips. As the
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American War of Independence reaches its climax, a plantation slave and a British Naval
Officer embark on an epic journey in search of freedom. Divided by barriers of race but united
in their ambitions for equality, their convictions will change attitudes towards slavery forever.
Sweeping from the Deep South of America to the scorched earth of West Africa, Rough
Crossings is a compelling true story that marks the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the
slave trade in the British Empire. Rough Crossings was staged by Headlong Theatre Company
which opened at Birmingham Rep in September 2007 and toured the Lyric Hammersmith,
Liverpool Playhouse and West Yorkshire Playhouse.
The Bondwoman's NarrativeGrand Central Publishing
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