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The Black Prince Englands Greatest Medieval
Warrior
A fascinating recreation of the world of one of England's most charismatic monarchs, from
award-winning author and historian Richard Barber The destruction of the French army at
Crécy in 1346 and the subsequent siege and capture of Calais marked a new era in European
history. The most powerful, glamorous and respected of all western monarchies had been
completely humiliated by England, a country long viewed either as a chaotic backwater or a
mere French satellite. The young Edward III's triumph would launch both countries, as we now
know, into a grim cycle of some 90 years of further fighting ending with English defeat, but after
Crécy anything seemed possible - Edward's claim to be King of France could be pressed home
and, in any event, enormous rewards of land, treasure and prestige were available both to the
king and to the close companions who had made the victory possible. It was to enshrine this
moment that Edward created one of the most famous of all knightly orders, the Company of the
Garter. Barber writes about both the great campaigns and the individuals who formed the
original membership of the Company - and through their biographies makes the period tangible
and fascinating. This is a book about knighthood, battle tactics and grand strategy, but it is also
about fashion, literature and the privates lives of everyone from queens to freebooters.
Barber's book is a remarkable achievement - but also an extremely enjoyable one. Reviews:
'Barber [has an] infectious passion for and deep knowledge of his subject matter ... elegant
prose and rigorous historical analysis ... a valuable and thorough addition to the body of work
on this most impressive of English monarchs' Sunday Times 'In Edward III and the Triumph of
England [Barber] has written the kind of book that the king would have enjoyed: full of battles,
glitter and ceremony ... he has an original eye and an elegant pen' Jonathan Sumption, Literary
Review 'Barber share's his hero's love of chivalry ... The book sparkle[s] with some of Edward's
own glitz' Telegraph 'This absorbing book is layered rather than linear, sifting with uncommon
sensitivity through challenging sources to test the boundaries of what we can and cannot know
... We discover the complexity of the world in which Edward and his commanders lived' Helen
Castor, The Times About the author: Richard Barber has had a huge influence on the study of
medieval history and literature, both as a writer and as a publisher. His major works include
The Knight and Chivalry (winner of the Somerset Maugham Award), Edward Prince of Wales
and Aquitaine, The Penguin Guide to Medieval Europe and The Holy Grail: The History of a
Legend. He lives in East Anglia.
"Stories from English History" by Hilda T. Skae. Published by Good Press. Good Press
publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics &
literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world literature, we
issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited
and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks
that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
In 1485 the Battle of Bosworth marked an epoch in the lives of two great houses: the house of
York fell to the ground when Richard III died on the field of battle; and the house of Tudor rose
from the massacre to reign for the next hundred years. Michael Jones co-author of The King's
Grave: The Search for Richard III rewrites this landmark event in English history. He shifts our
perspective of its heroes and villains and puts Richard firmly back into the context of his family
and his times.
Letters, reports, campaign diaries and the chronicles of Geoffrey le Baker and Chandos Herald
document the life and dazzling exploits of the legendary Black Prince.
He is one of the most reviled English kings in history. He drove his kingdom to the brink of civil
war a dozen times in less than twenty years. He allowed his male lovers to rule the kingdom.
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He led a great army to the most ignominious military defeat in English history. His wife took a
lover and invaded his kingdom, and he ended his reign wandering around Wales with a handful
of followers, pursued by an army. He was the first king of England forced to abdicate his
throne. Popular legend has it that he died screaming impaled on a red-hot poker, but in fact the
time and place of his death are shrouded in mystery. His life reads like an Elizabethan tragedy,
full of passionate doomed love, bloody revenge, jealousy, hatred, vindictiveness and
obsession. He was Edward II, and this book tells his story. The focus here is on his
relationships with his male 'favourites' and his disaffected wife, on his unorthodox lifestyle and
hobbies, and on the mystery surrounding his death. Using almost exclusively fourteenth-
century sources and Edward s own letters and speeches wherever possible, Kathryn Warner
strips away the myths which have been created about him over the centuries, and provides a
far more accurate and vivid picture of him than has previously been seen.
A knight and his company of champion longbowmen fall victim to royal treachery in the Holy
Land, are sentenced to death, but offered escape by Mantuka, an enslaved African prince and
a pigmy, if they vow to help him return to claim his throne deep within the jungle lands of
Africana. Fortunes in precious gems and, astoundingly, The Relics of the True Cross are also
their reward if they succeed and survive.
The remarkable and inspiring story of one of the greatest warrior-princes of the Middle
Ages—and an unforgettably vivid portrait of warfare and chivalry in the fourteen century. As a
child he was given his own suit of armor; at the age of sixteen, he helped defeat the French at
Crécy. At Poitiers, in 1356, his victory over King John II of France forced the French into a
humiliating surrender that marked the zenith of England’s dominance in the Hundred Years
War. As lord of Aquitaine, he ruled a vast swathe of territory across the west and southwest of
France, holding a magnificent court at Bordeaux that mesmerized the brave but unruly Gascon
nobility and drew them like moths to the flame of his cause. He was Edward of Woodstock,
eldest son of Edward III, and better known to posterity as “the Black Prince.” His military
achievements captured the imagination of Europe: heralds and chroniclers called him “the
flower of all chivalry” and “the embodiment of all valor.” But what was the true nature of the
man behind the chivalric myth, and of the violent but pious world in which he lived? This
exemplary new history uses contemporary chronicles plus a wide range of documentary
material—including the Prince's own letters and those of his closest followers—to tell the tale of
an authentic English hero and to paint a memorable portrait of society in the tumultuous
fourteenth century.
A major new biography of the Black Prince. 'A clear-eyed and thrilling vision of the man behind
the legend' DAN JONES. 'Pacy, vivid and extremely readable' TLS. In 1346, at the age of
sixteen, he won his spurs at Crécy; nine years later he conducted a brutal raid across
Languedoc; in 1356 he captured the king of France at Poitiers; as lord of Aquitaine he ruled a
vast swathe of southwestern France. He was Edward of Woodstock, eldest son of Edward III,
but better known to posterity as 'the Black Prince'. Michael Jones tells the remarkable story of
a great warrior-prince – and paints an unforgettable portrait of warfare and chivalry in the late
Middle Ages.
‘A spectacular, elegant, brilliant portrait of skulduggery, murder and sex in
Renaissance Florence’ Simon Sebag Montefiore, Evening Standard, Books of
the Year 1531 – after years of brutal war and political intrigue, the bastard son of
a Medici Duke and a ‘half-negro’ maidservant rides into Florence. Within a year,
he rules the city as its Prince. Backed by the Pope and his future father-in-law the
Holy Roman Emperor, the nineteen-year-old Alessandro faces down bloody
family rivalry and the scheming hostility of Italy’s oligarchs to reassert the
Medicis’ faltering grip on the turbulent city-state. Six years later, as he awaits an
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adulterous liaison, he will be murdered by his cousin in another man’s bed.
‘Nothing in sixteenth-century history is more astonishing’ Hilary Mantel
One of the most charismatic and enigmatic personalities of the High Middle Ages,
Edward the 'Black Prince' commanded an English division at the battle of Crecy
at just 16 years old. But despite his battlefield exploits, romantic reputation, and
popularity among the people, Edward has become notorious as a proponent of
'scorched earth' campaigns, or chevauchee. These expeditions amounted to little
more than the licensed plunder of undefended towns and the murder of non-
combatants. The premature death of Edward saw his infant son ascend to the
throne and led, eventually, to the fraticidal chaos of the Wars of the Roses and
the emergence of the Tudor dynasty. In this startling reappraisal of the prince's
life, David Green assesses his actions in their historical context and examines
what might have been had Edward the Black Prince become King Edward IV.
One night in August 1323, a captive rebel baron, Sir Roger Mortimer, drugged his
guards and escaped from the Tower of London. With the king's men-at-arms in
pursuit he fled to the south coast and sailed to France. There he was joined by
Isabella, the Queen of England, who threw herself into his arms. A year later, as
lovers, they returned with an invading army: King Edward II's forces crumbled
before them and Mortimer took power. He removed Edward II in the first
deposition of a monarch in British history. Then the ex-king was apparently
murdered, some said with a red-hot poker, in Berkeley Castle. Brutal, intelligent,
passionate, profligate, imaginative, and violent, Sir Roger Mortimer was an
extraordinary character. It is not surprising that the Queen lost her heart to him.
Nor is it surprising that his contemporaries were terrified of him. But until now no
one has appreciated the full evil genius of the man. This first biography, The
Greatest Traitor by Ian Mortimer, reveals not only Mortimer's career as a feudal
lord, a governor of Ireland, a rebel leader, and a dictator of England, but also the
truth of what happened that night in Berkeley Castle.
From the bestselling author of The Time Traveller's Guide to Medieval England,
comes the story of King Edward III, who - like Elizabeth and Victoria after him -
embodied the values of his age, forged a nation out of war and re-made England.
He ordered his uncle to be beheaded; he usurped his father's throne; he started
a war which lasted for more than a hundred years, and taxed his people more
than any other previous king. Nineteenth century historians saw in Edward the
opportunity to decry a warmonger, and painted him as a self-seeking, rapacious,
tax-gathering conqueror. Yet, in this first full study of the King's character and life,
Dr Ian Mortimer unveils that behind the strong warrior king was a compassionate,
conscientious and often merciful man - resolute yet devoted to his wife, friends
and family, and the father of both the English nation and the English people. 'A
fascinating portrait. At times, the reader seems almost able to reach across time
and touch this man' - The Economist
What were the essential qualities for a military commander during the Hundred
Years War? How important were strategic vision, tactical skill and powers of
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leadership in medieval warfare? These are the questions that Peter Hoskins
explores in this perceptive study of the careers of Edward, the Black Prince who
led the English army to victory at the Battle of Poitiers and the opponent he
defeated, the French King Jean II. Their contrasting characters and backgrounds
are considered as is the military tradition of their time, but the primary focus of
the book is a close comparison of their strengths and weaknesses as soldiers as
they were revealed on campaign and on the battlefield. The Black Prince was
one of the most admired generals of his generation, a charismatic leader, a
shrewd tactician and strategist and a decisive commander. In contrast King Jean
was impulsive, driven more by pride, his sense of honor and personal objectives
than strategic priorities. When he was put to the ultimate test at Poitiers he lost
control of his army, while the Black Prince took the initiative personally to secure
victory against the odds. Peter Hoskins analyses the leadership qualities of the
prince and the king according to the principles of war enunciated by Sun Tzu and
Vegetius as well as the modern principles of war of the United Kingdom armed
forces. He gives readers a fascinating insight into the nature of command and the
conduct of war in the Middle Ages.
A TIMES AND SUNDAY TIMES BEST BOOK OF 2021 ‘The Red Prince
announces Helen Carr as one of the most exciting new voices in narrative
history.’ Dan Jones Son of Edward III, brother to the Black Prince, father to
Henry IV and the sire of all the Tudors. Always close to the English throne, John
of Gaunt left a complex legacy. Too rich, too powerful, too haughty… did he have
his eye on his nephew’s throne? Why was he such a focus of hate in the
Peasants’ Revolt? In examining the life of a pivotal medieval figure, Helen Carr
paints a revealing portrait of a man who held the levers of power on the English
and European stage, passionately upheld chivalric values, pressed for the Bible
to be translated into English, patronised the arts, ran huge risks to pursue the
woman he loved… and, according to Shakespeare, gave the most beautiful of all
speeches on England.
Detailed account and analysis of a major event of the Hundred Years War,
stressing the logistical efforts behind the fighting.
Shortlisted for the Wolfson History Prize 2018 A Book of the Year for the Evening
Standard and the Observer A black porter publicly whips a white Englishman in
the hall of a Gloucestershire manor house. A Moroccan woman is baptised in a
London church. Henry VIII dispatches a Mauritanian diver to salvage lost
treasures from the Mary Rose. From long-forgotten records emerge the
remarkable stories of Africans who lived free in Tudor England… They were
present at some of the defining moments of the age. They were christened,
married and buried by the Church. They were paid wages like any other Tudors.
The untold stories of the Black Tudors, dazzlingly brought to life by Kaufmann,
will transform how we see this most intriguing period of history.
A look at the brutal, brilliant fourteenth-century ruler, by the bestselling author of The Time
Traveler’s Guide to Medieval England. Holding power for over fifty years starting in 1327,
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Edward III was one of England’s most influential kings—and one who shaped the course of
English history. Revered as one of the country’s most illustrious leaders for centuries, he was
also a usurper and a warmonger who ordered his uncle beheaded. A brutal man, to be sure,
but also a brilliant one. Noted historian Ian Mortimer offers the first comprehensive look at the
life of Edward III. The Perfect King was often the instigator of his own drama, but also
overthrew tyrannous guardians as a teenager and ushered in a period of chivalric ideals.
Mortimer traces how Edward’s reforms made feudal England a thriving, sophisticated country
and one of Europe’s major military powers. Ideal for anyone fascinated by medieval history,
this lively book provides new insight into Edward III’s lasting influence on the justice system,
artistic traditions, language, and architecture of the country. “The most remarkable medieval
historian of our time.” —The Times (London)
A thrilling new account of the tragic life and troubled times of Henry VI. 'The best life of Henry
VI now in print' DAN JONES. 'Vivid, absorbing and richly detailed' HELEN CASTOR. 'A well-
crafted moving account of a tragic reign' MICHAEL JONES. First-born son of a warrior father
who defeated the French at Agincourt, Henry VI of the House Lancaster inherited the crown
not only of England but also of France, at a time when Plantagenet dominance over the Valois
dynasty was at its glorious height. And yet, by the time he was done to death in the Tower of
London in 1471, France was lost, his throne had been seized by his rival, Edward IV of the
House of York, and his kingdom had descended into the violent chaos of the Wars of the
Roses. Henry VI is perhaps the most troubled of English monarchs, a pious, gentle, well-
intentioned man who was plagued by bouts of mental illness. In Shadow King, Lauren Johnson
tells his remarkable and sometimes shocking story in a fast-paced and colourful narrative that
captures both the poignancy of Henry's life and the tumultuous and bloody nature of the times
in which he lived.
Shortlisted for the 2021 Booker Prize Longlisted for the 2021 National Book Award for Fiction A
heartrending new novel from the Pulitzer Prize–winning and #1 New York Times best-selling
author of The Overstory. Named one of the Most Anticipated Books of 2021 by Newsweek, Los
Angeles Times, New York Magazine, Chicago Tribune, BuzzFeed, BookPage, Goodreads,
Literary Hub, The Millions, New Statesman, and Times of London The astrobiologist Theo
Byrne searches for life throughout the cosmos while single-handedly raising his unusual nine-
year-old, Robin, following the death of his wife. Robin is a warm, kind boy who spends hours
painting elaborate pictures of endangered animals. He’s also about to be expelled from third
grade for smashing his friend in the face. As his son grows more troubled, Theo hopes to keep
him off psychoactive drugs. He learns of an experimental neurofeedback treatment to bolster
Robin’s emotional control, one that involves training the boy on the recorded patterns of his
mother’s brain… With its soaring descriptions of the natural world, its tantalizing vision of life
beyond, and its account of a father and son’s ferocious love, Bewilderment marks Richard
Powers’s most intimate and moving novel. At its heart lies the question: How can we tell our
children the truth about this beautiful, imperiled planet?
Studies the manifestations of Edward the Black Prince in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries.
The King is dead: long live the King. In 1509, Henry VII was succeeded by his son Henry VIII,
second monarch of the house of Tudor. But this is not the familiar Tudor world of Protestantism
and playwrights. Decades before the Reformation, ancient traditions persist: boy bishops,
pilgrimage, Corpus Christi pageants, the jewel-decked shrine at Canterbury. So Great a Prince
offers a fascinating glimpse of a country and people that at first appear alien – in calendar and
clothing, in counting the hours by bell toll – but which on closer examination are recognisably
and understandably human. Lauren Johnson tells the story of 1509 not just from the
perspective of king and court, but of merchant and ploughman;apprentice and
laundress;husbandman and foreign worker. She looks at these early Tudor lives through the
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rhythms of the ritual year, juxtaposing political events in Westminster and the palaces of
southeast England with the liturgical and agricultural events that punctuated the year for the
ordinary people of England.
The author has retraced on foot the routes taken by the Black Prince during the French
campaigns of 1355-1356, enabling him to provide an entirely new dimension to the events.
Known to posterity as Scottorum Malleus - the Hammer of the Scots - Edward I was one of
medieval England's most formidable rulers. In this meticulously researched new history, David
Santiuste offers a fresh interpretation of Edward's military career, with a particular focus on his
Scottish wars. This is in part a study of personality: Edward was a remarkable man. His
struggles with tenacious opponents - including Robert the Bruce and William Wallace - have
become the stuff of legend.There is a clear and perceptive account of important military
events, notably the Battle of Falkirk, but the narrative also encompasses the wider impact of
Edward's campaigns. He attempted to mobilize resources - including men, money and supplies
- on an unprecedented scale. His wars affected people at all levels of society, throughout the
British Isles.David Santiuste builds up a vivid and convincing description of Edward's
campaigns in Scotland, whilst also exploring the political background. Edward emerges as a
man of great conviction, who sought to bend Scotland to his will, yet also, on occasion, as a
surprisingly beleaguered figure. He is presented here as the central character in a turbulent
world, as commander and king.
The Black PrinceEngland's Greatest Medieval WarriorPegasus Books
‘I’m working on a novel intended to express the feel of England in Edward III’s
time ... The fourteenth century of my novel will be mainly evoked in terms of smell
and visceral feelings, and it will carry an undertone of general disgust rather than
hey-nonny nostalgia’ – Anthony Burgess, 1973 The Black Prince is a brutal
historical tale of chivalry, religious belief, obsession, siege and bloody warfare.
From disorientating depictions of medieval battles to court intrigues and
betrayals, the campaigns of Edward, the Black Prince, are brought to vivid life.
This rambunctious book, based on a completed screenplay by Anthony Burgess,
showcases Adam Roberts in complete control of the novel as a way of making us
look at history with fresh eyes, all while staying true to the linguistic pyrotechnics
and narrative verve of Burgess’s best work.
The story of the beautiful wife of the Black Prince and mother of Richard II.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK
TIMES BOOK REVIEW AND THE BOSTON GLOBE This richly entertaining
biography chronicles the eventful life of Queen Victoria’s firstborn son, the
quintessential black sheep of Buckingham Palace, who matured into as wise and
effective a monarch as Britain has ever seen. Granted unprecedented access to
the royal archives, noted scholar Jane Ridley draws on numerous primary
sources to paint a vivid portrait of the man and the age to which he gave his
name. Born Prince Albert Edward, and known to familiars as “Bertie,” the future
King Edward VII had a well-earned reputation for debauchery. A notorious
gambler, glutton, and womanizer, he preferred the company of wastrels and
courtesans to the dreary life of the Victorian court. His own mother considered
him a lazy halfwit, temperamentally unfit to succeed her. When he ascended to
the throne in 1901, at age fifty-nine, expectations were low. Yet by the time he
died nine years later, he had proven himself a deft diplomat, hardworking head of
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state, and the architect of Britain’s modern constitutional monarchy. Jane
Ridley’s colorful biography rescues the man once derided as “Edward the
Caresser” from the clutches of his historical detractors. Excerpts from letters and
diaries shed new light on Bertie’s long power struggle with Queen Victoria,
illuminating one of the most emotionally fraught mother-son relationships in
history. Considerable attention is paid to King Edward’s campaign of personal
diplomacy abroad and his valiant efforts to reform the political system at home.
Separating truth from legend, Ridley also explores Bertie’s relationships with the
women in his life. Their ranks comprised his wife, the stunning Danish princess
Alexandra, along with some of the great beauties of the era: the actress Lillie
Langtry, longtime “royal mistress” Alice Keppel (the great-grandmother of
Camilla Parker Bowles), and Lady Randolph Churchill, mother of Winston.
Edward VII waited nearly six decades for his chance to rule, then did so with
considerable panache and aplomb. A magnificent life of an unexpectedly
impressive king, The Heir Apparent documents the remarkable transformation of
a man—and a monarchy—at the dawn of a new century. Praise for The Heir
Apparent “If [The Heir Apparent] isn’t the definitive life story of this fascinating
figure of British history, then nothing ever will be.”—The Christian Science Monitor
“The Heir Apparent is smart, it’s fascinating, it’s sometimes funny, it’s well-
documented and it reads like a novel, with Bertie so vivid he nearly leaps from
the page, cigars and all.”—Minneapolis Star Tribune “I closed The Heir Apparent
with admiration and a kind of wry exhilaration.”—The Wall Street Journal “Ridley
is a serious scholar and historian, who keeps Bertie’s flaws and virtues in a fine
balance.”—The Boston Globe “Brilliantly entertaining . . . a landmark royal
biography.”—The Sunday Telegraph “Superb.”—The New York Times Book
Review
A historical adventure set during the Hundred Years' War. The story follows a
young man as he leaves the shelter of an abbey in England and becomes
involved with Edward, the Black Prince's campaign in Spain. Doyle later wrote a
prequel, titled "Sir Nigel", concerning the early life of one of the heroes in this
novel."We go to France, and from thence I trust to Spain, in humble search of a
field in which we may win advancement and perchance some small share of
glory. For this purpose I would have you know that it is not my wont to let any
occasion pass where it is in any way possible that honor may be gained. I would
have you bear this in mind, and give great heed to it that you may bring me word
of all cartels, challenges, wrongs, tyrannies, infamies, and wronging of damsels.
Nor is any occasion too small to take note of, for I have known such trifles as the
dropping of a gauntlet, or the flicking of a breadcrumb, when well and properly
followed up, lead to a most noble spear-running."- Sir Nigel, "The White
Company".
Bradley Pearson, an unsuccessful novelist in his late fifties, has finally left his dull
office job as an Inspector of Taxes. Bradley hopes to retire to the country, but
predatory friends and relations dash his hopes of a peaceful retirement. He is
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tormented by his melancholic sister, who has decided to come live with him; his
ex-wife, who has infuriating hopes of redeeming the past; her delinquent brother,
who wants money and emotional confrontations; and Bradley's friend and rival,
Arnold Baffin, a younger, deplorably more successful author of commercial
fiction. The ever-mounting action includes marital cross-purposes, seduction,
suicide, abduction, romantic idylls, murder, and due process of law. Bradley tries
to escape from it all but fails, leading to a violent climax and a coda that casts
shifting perspectives on all that has preceded.
The first major biography of a truly formidable king, whose reign was one of the
most dramatic and important of the entire Middle Ages, leading to war and
conquest on an unprecedented scale. Edward I is familiar to millions as
"Longshanks," conqueror of Scotland and nemesis of Sir William Wallace (in
"Braveheart"). Yet this story forms only the final chapter of the king's action-
packed life. Earlier, Edward had defeated and killed the famous Simon de
Montfort in battle; travelled to the Holy Land; conquered Wales, extinguishing
forever its native rulers and constructing a magnificent chain of castles. He raised
the greatest armies of the Middle Ages and summoned the largest parliaments;
notoriously, he expelled all the Jews from his kingdom.The longest-lived of
England's medieval kings, he fathered fifteen children with his first wife, Eleanor
of Castile, and, after her death, he erected the Eleanor Crosses—the grandest
funeral monuments ever fashioned for an English monarch. In this book, Marc
Morris examines afresh the forces that drove Edward throughout his relentless
career: his character, his Christian faith, and his sense of England's destiny—a
sense shaped in particular by the tales of the legendary King Arthur. He also
explores the competing reasons that led Edward's opponents (including Robert
Bruce) to resist him. The result is a sweeping story, immaculately researched yet
compellingly told, and a vivid picture of medieval Britain at the moment when its
future was decided.
The amazing life of Richard I, King of England, known to history as 'Richard the
Lionheart', after his reputation for bravery exhibited fighting the 'Saracens' whilst
crusading in the Holy Land.
A historian examines how a once-ardent hero of the American Revolutionary
cause became its most dishonored traitor. General Benedict Arnold’s failed
attempt to betray the fortress of West Point to the British in 1780 stands as one of
the most infamous episodes in American history. In the light of a shining record of
bravery and unquestioned commitment to the Revolution, Arnold’s defection
came as an appalling shock. Contemporaries believed he had been corrupted by
greed; historians have theorized that he had come to resent the lack of
recognition for his merits and sacrifices. In this provocative book Stephen
Brumwell challenges such interpretations and draws on unexplored archives to
reveal other crucial factors that illuminate Arnold’s abandonment of the
revolutionary cause he once championed. This work traces Arnold’s journey
from enthusiastic support of American independence to his spectacularly
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traitorous acts and narrow escape. Brumwell’s research leads to an unexpected
conclusion: Arnold’s mystifying betrayal was driven by a staunch conviction that
America’s best interests would be served by halting the bloodshed and reuniting
the fractured British Empire. “Gripping… In a time when charges of treason and
disloyalty intrude into our daily politics, Turncoat is essential reading.”—R. R. B.
Bernstein, City College of New York “The most balanced and insightful
assessment of Benedict Arnold to date. Utilizing fresh manuscript sources,
Brumwell reasserts the crucial importance of human agency in history.”—Edward
G. Lengel, author of General George Washington “An incisive study of the war
and the very meaning of the American Revolution itself…. The defining portrait of
Arnold for the twenty-first century.”—Francis D. Cogliano, author of Revolutionary
America
A renowned scholar brings to life medieval England’s most celebrated knight, William
Marshal—providing an unprecedented and intimate view of this age and the legendary warrior
class that shaped it. Caught on the wrong side of an English civil war and condemned by his
father to the gallows at age five, William Marshal defied all odds to become one of England’s
most celebrated knights. Thomas Asbridge’s rousing narrative chronicles William’s rise, using
his life as a prism to view the origins, experiences, and influence of the knight in British history.
In William’s day, the brutish realities of war and politics collided with romanticized myths about
an Arthurian “golden age,” giving rise to a new chivalric ideal. Asbridge details the training
rituals, weaponry, and battle tactics of knighthood, and explores the codes of chivalry and
courtliness that shaped their daily lives. These skills were essential to survive one of the most
turbulent periods in English history—an era of striking transformation, as the West emerged
from the Dark Ages. A leading retainer of five English kings, Marshal served the great figures
of this age, from Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine to Richard the Lionheart and his infamous brother
John, and was involved in some of the most critical phases of medieval history, from the
Magna Carta to the survival of the Angevin/Plantagenet dynasty. Asbridge introduces this
storied knight to modern readers and places him firmly in the context of the majesty, passion,
and bloody intrigue of the Middle Ages. The Greatest Knight features 16 pages of black-and-
white and color illustrations.
As a child he was given his own suit of armor; at the age of sixteen, he helped defeat the
French at Crécy. At Poitiers, in 1356, his victory over King John II of France forced the French
into a humiliating surrender that marked the zenith of England’s dominance in the Hundred
Years War. As lord of Aquitaine, he ruled a vast swathe of territory across the west and
southwest of France, holding a magnificent court at Bordeaux that mesmerized the brave but
unruly Gascon nobility and drew them like moths to the flame of his cause. He was Edward of
Woodstock, eldest son of Edward III, and better known to posterity as “the Black Prince.” His
military achievements captured the imagination of Europe: heralds and chroniclers called him
“the flower of all chivalry” and “the embodiment of all valor.” But what was the true nature of
the man behind the chivalric myth, and of the violent but pious world in which he lived?
King John is one of those historical characters who needs little in the way of introduction. If
readers are not already familiar with him as the tyrant whose misgovernment gave rise to
Magna Carta, we remember him as the villain in the stories of Robin Hood. Formidable and
cunning, but also cruel, lecherous, treacherous and untrusting. Twelve years into his reign,
John was regarded as a powerful king within the British Isles. But despite this immense early
success, when he finally crosses to France to recover his lost empire, he meets with disaster.
John returns home penniless to face a tide of criticism about his unjust rule. The result is
Magna Carta – a ground-breaking document in posterity, but a worthless piece of parchment in
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1215, since John had no intention of honoring it. Like all great tragedies, the world can only be
put to rights by the tyrant’s death. John finally obliges at Newark Castle in October 1216, dying
of dysentery as a great gale howls up the valley of the Trent.
Edward the Black Prince was one of the most successful English commanders of the Hundred
Years War. In this, the first new biography of the prince for nearly 25 years, David Green
explores the importance of Edward's life.
This “taut narrative” of the fourteenth-century conflict between England and France offers “a
detailed, climactic account of a legendary battle” (Publishers Weekly). The epic fourteenth-
century Battle of Poitiers marked a major turn in the Hundred Years’ War between England
and France. Prince Edward, known to all as the Black Prince, not only won a surprising victory
in his first campaign as commander, but managed the nearly impossible feat of taking the
French monarch, King Jean II, prisoner. In the summer of 1356, Prince Edward drove toward
the Loire Valley, deep in French territory. There, he met the full French army led by King Jean
and a number of French nobles, including veterans of the defeat at Crécy ten years before.
Outnumbered, the Prince fell back, but in September, he turned near the city of Poitiers to
make a stand. Historians Witzel and Livingstone provide a day-by-day description of the
campaign of July to September 1356, climaxing with a vivid description of the Battle of Poitiers
itself. The detailed account and analysis of the battle and the campaigns that led up to it has a
strong focus on the people involved in the campaign: ordinary men-at-arms and
noncombatants, as well as princes and nobles.
A Tale of ARMS, of DEATH, of LOVE, and of HONOR Set against the turbulent backdrop of
the Hundred Years' War, I Serve chronicles the story of Sir John Potenhale. A young
Englishman of lowly birth, Potenhale wins his way to knighthood on the fields of France. He
enters the service of Edward, the Black Prince of Wales, and immerses himself in a stormy
world of war, politics, and romantic intrigue. While campaigning in France, Potenhale develops
an interest in Margery, a spirited lady-in-waiting with a close-kept secret. He soon learns that
Sir Thomas Holland, a crass and calculating baron, holds the key to unlock Margery's mystery
and possesses the power to overturn all of his hopes. When the Black Death strikes Europe,
however, Potenhale realizes that the fiercest enemy does not always appear in human form.
Seeing the pestilence as a punishment for the sins of his generation, he questions his calling
as a knight and considers entering the cloister. Margery or the monastery? Torn between
losing his soul and losing the love of his life, he finds friendship with a French knight who might-
just possibly-help him save both.
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