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The Black Death The Worlds Most Devastating
Plague
The first paperback edition of this unique and shocking guide to the Black Death in
Europe.
This is the first systematic scholarly study of the Ottoman experience of plague during
the Black Death pandemic and the centuries that followed. Using a wealth of archival
and narrative sources, including medical treatises, hagiographies, and travelers'
accounts, as well as recent scientific research, Nükhet Varlik demonstrates how plague
interacted with the environmental, social, and political structures of the Ottoman Empire
from the late medieval through the early modern era. The book argues that the empire's
growth transformed the epidemiological patterns of plague by bringing diverse
ecological zones into interaction and by intensifying the mobilities of exchange among
both human and non-human agents. Varlik maintains that persistent plagues elicited
new forms of cultural imagination and expression, as well as a new body of knowledge
about the disease. In turn, this new consciousness sharpened the Ottoman
administrative response to the plague, while contributing to the makings of an early
modern state.
Looking beyond the view of the plague as unmitigated catastrophe, Herlihy finds
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evidence for its role in the advent of new population controls, the establishment of
universities, the spread of Christianity, the dissemination of vernacular cultures, and
even the rise of nationalism. This book, which displays a distinguished scholar's
masterly synthesis of diverse materials, reveals that the Black Death can be considered
the cornerstone of the transformation of Europe.
"Edge Books are published by Capstone Press."
Collects and analyzes seventy years of communist crimes that offer details on Kim
Sung's Korea, Vietnam under "Uncle Ho," and Cuba under Castro.
The Bubonic Plague terrorized Europe and North Africa in the 14th century, killing
millions of people. Readers learn many fascinating facts about what became known as
the “Black Death.” They discover that the cause of the disease was unknown for most
of the epidemic, and many unlikely things were blamed, including bad smells and occult
rituals. Detailed sidebars and a comprehensive timeline augment the compelling text as
it examines how the disastrous events of the plague were exacerbated by people’s
ignorance of scientific facts.
Combining trenchant philosophy with lyrical memoir, Afropessimism is an unparalleled
account of Blackness. Why does race seem to color almost every feature of our moral
and political universe? Why does a perpetual cycle of slavery—in all its political,
intellectual, and cultural forms—continue to define the Black experience? And why is antiBlack violence such a predominant feature not only in the United States but around the
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world? These are just some of the compelling questions that animate Afropessimism,
Frank B. Wilderson III’s seminal work on the philosophy of Blackness. Combining
precise philosophy with a torrent of memories, Wilderson presents the tenets of an
increasingly prominent intellectual movement that sees Blackness through the lens of
perpetual slavery. Drawing on works of philosophy, literature, film, and critical theory,
he shows that the social construct of slavery, as seen through pervasive anti-Black
subjugation and violence, is hardly a relic of the past but the very engine that powers
our civilization, and that without this master-slave dynamic, the calculus bolstering
world civilization would collapse. Unlike any other disenfranchised group, Wilderson
argues, Blacks alone will remain essentially slaves in the larger Human world, where
they can never be truly regarded as Human beings, where, “at every scale of
abstraction, violence saturates Black life.” And while Afropessimism delivers a
formidable philosophical account of being Black, it is also interwoven with dramatic set
pieces, autobiographical stories that juxtapose Wilderson’s seemingly idyllic upbringing
in mid-century Minneapolis with the abject racism he later encounters—whether in late
1960s Berkeley or in apartheid South Africa, where he joins forces with the African
National Congress. Afropessimism provides no restorative solution to the hatred that
abounds; rather, Wilderson believes that acknowledging these historical and social
conditions will result in personal enlightenment about the reality of our inherently
racialized existence. Radical in conception, remarkably poignant, and with soaring
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flights of lyrical prose, Afropessimism reverberates with wisdom and painful clarity in
the fractured world we inhabit. It positions Wilderson as a paradigmatic thinker and as a
twenty-first-century inheritor of many of the African American literary traditions
established in centuries past.
Sweeping across the known world with unchecked devastation, the Black Death
claimed between 75 million and 200 million lives in four short years. In this engaging
and well-researched book, the trajectory of the plague’s march west across Eurasia
and the cause of the great pandemic is thoroughly explored. Inside you will read
about... ? What was the Black Death? ? A Short History of Pandemics ? Chronology &
Trajectory ? Causes & Pathology ? Medieval Theories & Disease Control ? Black Death
in Medieval Culture ? Consequences Fascinating insights into the medieval mind’s
perception of the disease and examinations of contemporary accounts give a complete
picture of what the world’s most effective killer meant to medieval society in particular
and humanity in general.
Illus. on lining papers. Bibliography: p. 223-224.
Death is not only the final moment of life, it also casts a huge shadow on human society at
large. People throughout time have had to cope with death as an existential experience, and
this also, of course, in the premodern world. The contributors to the present volume examine
the material and spiritual conditions of the culture of death, studying specific buildings and
spaces, literary works and art objects, theatrical performances, and medical tracts from the
early Middle Ages to the late eighteenth century. Death has always evoked fear, terror, and
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awe, it has puzzled and troubled people, forcing theologians and philosophers to respond and
provide answers for questions that seem to evade real explanations. The more we learn about
the culture of death, the more we can comprehend the culture of life. As this volume
demonstrates, the approaches to death varied widely, also in the Middle Ages and the early
modern age. This volume hence adds a significant number of new facets to the critical
examination of this ever-present phenomenon of death, exploring poetic responses to the
Black Death, types of execution of a female murderess, death as the springboard for major
political changes, and death reflected in morality plays and art.
A fascinating work of detective history, The Black Death traces the causes and far-reaching
consequences of this infamous outbreak of plague that spread across the continent of Europe
from 1347 to 1351. Drawing on sources as diverse as monastic manuscripts and
dendrochronological studies (which measure growth rings in trees), historian Robert S.
Gottfried demonstrates how a bacillus transmitted by rat fleas brought on an ecological reign of
terror -- killing one European in three, wiping out entire villages and towns, and rocking the
foundation of medieval society and civilization.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE WALTER SCOTT PRIZE FOR HISTORICAL FICTION
LONGLISTED FOR THE ORWELL PRIZE FOR POLITICAL FICTION A BOOK OF THE YEAR
IN THE TIMES, GUARDIAN, SUNDAY TIMES, DAILY EXPRESS, SCOTSMAN and
SPECTATOR Three journeys. One road. England, 1348. A gentlewoman flees an odious
arranged marriage, a Scots proctor sets out for Avignon and a young ploughman in search of
freedom is on his way to volunteer with a company of archers. All come together on the road to
Calais. Coming in their direction from across the Channel is the Black Death, the plague that
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will wipe out half of the population of Northern Europe. As the journey unfolds, overshadowed
by the archers' past misdeeds and clerical warnings of the imminent end of the world, the
wayfarers must confront the nature of their loves and desires. A tremendous feat of language
and empathy, it summons a medieval world that is at once uncannily plausible, utterly alien
and eerily reflective of our own. James Meek's extraordinary To Calais, In Ordinary Time is a
novel about love, class, faith, loss, gender and desire - set against one of the biggest
cataclysms of human history.
A wide-ranging study that illuminates the connection between epidemic diseases and societal
change, from the Black Death to Ebola This sweeping exploration of the impact of epidemic
diseases looks at how mass infectious outbreaks have shaped society, from the Black Death to
today. In a clear and accessible style, Frank M. Snowden reveals the ways that diseases have
not only influenced medical science and public health, but also transformed the arts, religion,
intellectual history, and warfare. A multidisciplinary and comparative investigation of the
medical and social history of the major epidemics, this volume touches on themes such as the
evolution of medical therapy, plague literature, poverty, the environment, and mass hysteria. In
addition to providing historical perspective on diseases such as smallpox, cholera, and
tuberculosis, Snowden examines the fallout from recent epidemics such as HIV/AIDS, SARS,
and Ebola and the question of the world’s preparedness for the next generation of diseases.
A spine-chilling saga of virulent racism, human folly, and the ultimate triumph of scientific
progress. For Chinese immigrant Wong Chut King, surviving in San Francisco meant a life in
the shadows. His passing on March 6, 1900, would have been unremarkable if a city health
officer hadn’t noticed a swollen black lymph node on his groin—a sign of bubonic plague.
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Empowered by racist pseudoscience, officials rushed to quarantine Chinatown while doctors
examined Wong’s tissue for telltale bacteria. If the devastating disease was not contained,
San Francisco would become the American epicenter of an outbreak that had already claimed
ten million lives worldwide. To local press, railroad barons, and elected officials, such a
possibility was inconceivable—or inconvenient. As they mounted a cover-up to obscure the
threat, ending the career of one of the most brilliant scientists in the nation in the process, it fell
to federal health officer Rupert Blue to save a city that refused to be rescued. Spearheading a
relentless crusade for sanitation, Blue and his men patrolled the squalid streets of fast-growing
San Francisco, examined gory black buboes, and dissected diseased rats that put the fate of
the entire country at risk. In the tradition of Erik Larson and Steven Johnson, Randall spins a
spellbinding account of Blue’s race to understand the disease and contain its spread—the only
hope of saving San Francisco, and the nation, from a gruesome fate.
Discusses the causes of the Black Death, how the disease spread across Europe, how it was
treated during a time when medical knowledge was in its infancy, and the legacy of the Black
Death.
A series of natural disasters in the Orient during the fourteenth century brought about the most
devastating period of death and destruction in European history. The epidemic killed one-third
of Europe's people over a period of three years, and the resulting social and economic
upheaval was on a scale unparalleled in all of recorded history. Synthesizing the records of
contemporary chroniclers and the work of later historians, Philip Ziegler offers a critically
acclaimed overview of this crucial epoch in a single masterly volume. The Black Death vividly
and comprehensively brings to light the full horror of this uniquely catastrophic event that
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hastened the disintegration of an age.

Yaron Ayalon explores the Ottoman Empire's history of natural disasters and its
responses on a state, communal, and individual level.
With the same unique vision that brought his now classic Mars trilogy to vivid life,
bestselling author Kim Stanley Robinson boldly imagines an alternate history of the last
seven hundred years. In his grandest work yet, the acclaimed storyteller constructs a
world vastly different from the one we know. . . . “A thoughtful, magisterial alternate
history from one of science fiction’s most important writers.”—The New York Times
Book Review It is the fourteenth century and one of the most apocalyptic events in
human history is set to occur—the coming of the Black Death. History teaches us that a
third of Europe’s population was destroyed. But what if the plague had killed 99
percent of the population instead? How would the world have changed? This is a look
at the history that could have been—one that stretches across centuries, sees dynasties
and nations rise and crumble, and spans horrible famine and magnificent innovation.
Through the eyes of soldiers and kings, explorers and philosophers, slaves and
scholars, Robinson navigates a world where Buddhism and Islam are the most
influential and practiced religions, while Christianity is merely a historical footnote.
Probing the most profound questions as only he can, Robinson shines his extraordinary
light on the place of religion, culture, power—and even love—in this bold New World.
“Exceptional and engrossing.”—New York Post “Ambitious . . . ingenious.”—Newsday
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This encyclopedia provides 300 interdisciplinary, cross-referenced entries that
document the effect of the plague on Western society across the four centuries of the
second plague pandemic, balancing medical history and technical matters with
historical, cultural, social, and political factors. • 300 A–Z interdisciplinary entries on
medical matters and historical issues • Each entry includes up-to-date resources for
further research
Chronicles the Great Plague that devastated Asia and Europe in the fourteenth century,
documenting the experiences of people who lived during its height while describing the
harrowing decline of moral boundaries that also marked the period. 40,000 first printing.
To the surprise of many, George W. Bush pledged $10 billion to combat AIDS in
developing nations. Noted specialist Susan Hunter tells the untold story of AIDS in
Africa, home to 80 percent of the 40 million people in the world currently infected with
HIV. She weaves together the history of colonialism in Africa, an insider's take on the
reluctance of drug companies to provide cheap medication and vaccines in poor
countries, and personal anecdotes from the 20 years she spent in Africa working on the
AIDS crisis. Taken together, these strands make it unmistakably clear that a history of
the exploitation of developing nations by the West is directly responsible for the spread
of disease in developing nations and the AIDS pandemic in Africa. Hunter looks at what
Africans are already doing on the ground level to combat AIDS, and what the world can
and must do to help. Accessibly written and hard-hitting,Black Death brings the
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staggering statistics to life and paints for the first time a stunning picture of the most
important political issue today.
The threat of unstoppable plagues, such as AIDS and Ebola, is always with us. In
Europe, the most devastating plagues were those from the Black Death pandemic in
the 1300s to the Great Plague of London in 1665. For the last 100 years, it has been
accepted that Yersinia pestis, the infective agent of bubonic plague, was responsible for
these epidemics. This book combines modern concepts of epidemiology and molecular
biology with computer-modelling. Applying these to the analysis of historical epidemics,
the authors show that they were not, in fact, outbreaks of bubonic plague. Biology of
Plagues offers a completely new interdisciplinary interpretation of the plagues of
Europe and establishes them within a geographical, historical and demographic
framework. This fascinating detective work will be of interest to readers in the social
and biological sciences, and lessons learnt will underline the implications of historical
plagues for modern-day epidemiology.
Over the years doubts have been expressed about the accepted view that the Black
Death was caused by bubonic plague. By looking at the evidence of tree-rings and ice
cores, Mike Baillie, professor of dendrochronology, has identified a series of natural
catastrophes at the beginning of the 14th century caused by meteor strikes. On the
basis of the current scientific evidence and of contemporary accounts of the nature and
spread of the disease, he is convinced that the disease was airborne, not carried by
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rats. This fascinating book reveals the detective that led to this revolutionary
conclusion.
The definitive history of the virulent and fatal plague outbreaks that wiped out half of
London's populations from the medieval Black Death of the 1340s to the Great Plagues
of the seventeenth century.

The worst pandemic in recorded history, it is estimated that the Black Death
infected two in three Europeans, resulting in the deaths of around 25 million, or a
third of the population of the continent. Author Don Nardo explores the complex
moral, economic, and scientific implications of the Black Death. Chapters
facilitate critical conversations from diverse perspectives to provide a broad
understanding of the plague, including the origin of the disease, the hysteria and
panic that consumed entire populations, the effects to the economy and culture of
the areas affected, and recurrences of plague in later ages.
This engrossing book provides a comprehensive history of the medical response
to the Black Death. John Aberth has translated plague treatises that illustrate the
human dimensions of the horrific scourge, including doctors’ personal anecdotes
as they desperately struggled to understand a deadly new disease.
An ideal introduction and guide to the greatest natural disaster to ever curse
humanity, replete with illustrations, biographical sketches, and primary
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documents. Presents medieval and modern perspectives of this disturbing yet
fascinating tragic historical episode.
Describes social and economic conditions in Europe at the outbreak of the Black
Death and the causes and effects of the epidemic.
It was one of the most famous health issues in history. The Black Death plague
organism (Yersinia pestis) spread from Asia throughout the Mediterranean, North
Africa, and Europe in the fourteenth century, and in just a decade it killed
between 40 and 60 percent of the people living in those areas. Previous research
has shown, especially for Western Europe, how population losses then led to
structural economic, political, and social changes. But why and how did the
pandemic happen in the first place? When and where did it begin? How was it
sustained? What was its full geographic extent? And when did it really end?
Pandemic Disease in the Medieval World is the first book to synthesize the new
evidence and research methods that are providing fresh answers to these crucial
questions. It was only in 2011, thanks to ancient DNA recovered from remains
unearthed in London's East Smithfield cemetery, that the full genome of the
plague pathogen was identified. This single-celled organism probably originated
3000-4000 years ago and has caused three pandemics in recorded history: the
Justinianic (or First) Plague pandemic, around 541-750; the Black Death (Second
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Plague Pandemic), conventionally dated to the 1340s; and the Third Plague
pandemic, usually dated from around 1894 to the 1930s. This ground-breaking
book brings together scholars from the humanities and social and physcial
sciences to address the question of how recent work in genetics, zoology, and
epidemiology can enable a rethinking of the Black Death's global reach and its
larger historical significance. -- from back cover.
If the twenty-first century seems an unlikely stage for the return of a 14th-century
killer, the authors of Return of the Black Death argue that the plague, which
vanquished half of Europe, has only lain dormant, waiting to emerge
again—perhaps, in another form. At the heart of their chilling scenario is their
contention that the plague was spread by direct human contact (not from rat
fleas) and was, in fact, a virus perhaps similar to AIDS and Ebola. Noting the
periodic occurrence of plagues throughout history, the authors predict its
inevitable re-emergence sometime in the future, transformed by mass mobility
and bioterrorism into an even more devastating killer.
In the middle of the fourteenth century a devastating epidemic of plague,
commonly known in European history as the "Black Death," swept over the
Eurasian continent. This book, based principally on Arabic sources, establishes
the means of transmission and the chronology of the plague pandemic's advance
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through the Middle East. The prolonged reduction of population that began with
the Black Death was of fundamental significance to the social and economic
history of Egypt and Syria in the later Middle Ages. The epidemic's spread
suggests a remarkable destruction of human life in the fourteenth century, and a
series of plague recurrences appreciably slowed population growth in the
following century and a half, impoverishing Middle Eastern society. Social
reactions illustrate the strength of traditional Muslim values and practices, social
organization, and cohesiveness. The sudden demographic decline brought about
long-term as well as immediate economic adjustments in land values, salaries,
and commerce. Michael W. Dols is Assistant Professor of History at California
State University, Hayward. Originally published in 1977. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important
books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The
goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
This series provides texts central to medieval studies courses and focuses upon
Page 14/18

Access Free The Black Death The Worlds Most Devastating Plague
the diverse cultural, social and political conditions that affected the functioning of
all levels of medieval society. Translations are accompanied by introductory and
explanatory material and each volume includes a comprehensive guide to the
sources' interpretation, including discussion of critical linguistic problems and an
assessment of recent research on the topics covered. From 1348 to 1350 Europe
was devastated by an epidemic that left between a third and one half of the
population dead. This source book traces, through contemporary writings, the
calamitous impact of the Black Death in Europe, with a particular emphasis on its
spread across England from 1348 to 1349. Rosemary Horrox surveys
contemporary attempts to explain the plague, which was universally regarded as
an expression of divine vengeance for the sins of humankind. Moralists all had
their particular targets for criticism. However, this emphasis on divine
chastisement did not preclude attempts to explain the plague in medical or
scientific terms. Also, there was a widespread belief that human agencies had
been involved, and such scapegoats as foreigners, the poor and Jews were all
accused of poisoning wells. The final section of the book charts the social and
psychological impact of the plague, and its effect on the late-medieval economy.
Return of the Black DeathThe World's Greatest Serial KillerJohn Wiley & Sons
The Black Death was the fourteenth century's equivalent of a nuclear war. It wiped out onePage 15/18
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third of Europe's population, taking millions of lives. The author draws together the most recent
scientific discoveries and historical research to pierce the mist and tell the story of the Black
Death as a gripping, intimate narrative.
In this fresh approach to the history of the Black Death, John Hatcher, a world-renowned
scholar of the Middle Ages, recreates everyday life in a mid-fourteenth century rural English
village. By focusing on the experiences of ordinary villagers as they lived - and died - during
the Black Death (1345 - 50 AD), Hatcher vividly places the reader directly into those
tumultuous years and describes in fascinating detail the day-to-day existence of people
struggling with the tragic effects of the plague. Dramatic scenes portray how contemporaries
must have experienced and thought about the momentous events - and how they tried to make
sense of it all.
In a snow-cloaked kingdom, two wicked rivals secretly compete for the pure heart of a prince,
only to discover they might be falling for each other. Karnawa? season is a time for mischief
and revelry. For the next few weeks, all will be wintry balls, glittery disguises, and nightly torchlit sleigh-parties. Unbeknownst to the merrymakers, two uninvited girls join the fun. Zosia and
Marynka are drawn to each other the moment they meet, until they discover they're rivals, who
both have their sights set on the prince's heart. If one consumes a pure heart, she'll gain
immeasurable power. Marynka plans to bring the prince's back to her patron in order to prove
herself. While Zosia is determined to take his heart and its power for her own. Their ambition
turns into a magical contest with both girls vying to keep the prince out of the other's grasp,
even as their attraction to one another grows. But their attempts on his life draws the attention
of the city that would die for him, and suddenly their escalating rivalry might cost them not just
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their love for each other, but both their lives. Perfect for fans of: The Wicked Deep and A Curse
So Dark and Lonely Witchy tales Dark fantasy fiction LGBTQ books Enemies to lovers
romance Praise for The Dark Tide: "Striking the perfect balance, The Dark Tide demands to be
read in one held breath as its tide bears down on all."—Foreword, Starred Review "A dark
scenic adventure, sensitively written for romantics, Jasinska's debut novel is a fantasy of
promises, betrayal, unrequited love, and black magic."—School Library Journal, Starred Review
"The Dark Tide is the dark, queer fantasy of your dreams that's part beauty and the beast, part
something entirely new and original... a lush world that begs to be lived in... It's beautiful, and
fast paced, and everything I ever want from a fairy tale."—Cat VanOrder, Bookmarks (WinstonSalem, NC) "Fans of the enemies-to-lovers trope will be ecstatic with this book...The Dark Tide
offers an exciting and immersive story with a strong feminist slant that subverts common YA
tropes and forges its own original path."—The Nerd Daily
Could a few fleas really change the world? In the early 1300s, the world was on the brink of
change. New trade routes in Europe and Asia brought people in contact with different cultures
and ideas, while war and rebellions threatened to disrupt the lives of millions. Most people lived
in crowded cities or as serfs tied to the lands of their overlords. Conditions were filthy, as most
people drank water from the same sources they used for washing and for human waste. In the
cramped and rat-infested streets of medieval cities and villages, all it took were the bites of a
few plague-infected fleas to start a pandemic that killed roughly half the population of Europe
and Asia. The bubonic plague wiped out families, villages, even entire regions. Once the
swollen, black buboes appeared on victims' bodies, there was no way to save them. People
died within days. In the wake of such devastation, survivors had to reevaluate their social,
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scientific, and religious beliefs, laying the groundwork for our modern world. The Black Death
outbreak is one of world history's pivotal moments.
In the first book detailing the social and economic history of Ireland during the Second World
War, Bryce Evans reveals the real story of the Irish emergency. Revealing just how precarious
the Irish state’s economic position was at the time, the book examines the consequences of
Winston Churchill’s economic war against neutral Ireland. It explores how the Irish
government coped with the crisis and how ordinary Irish people reacted to emergency state
control of the domestic marketplace. A hidden history of black markets, smugglers, rogues and
rebels emerges, providing a fascinating slice of real life in Ireland during a crucial period in
world history. As the first comparison of economic and social conditions in Ireland with those of
the other European neutral states – Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and Portugal – the book will
make essential reading for the informed general reader, students and academics alike.
The book opens with an outline of the course of the pandemic, the causes and nature of
bubonic plague, and the recent revisionist views of what the Black Death really was. The
author presents the phenomenon of plague thematically by focusing on the places where
people lived and worked: the home, the church and cemetery, the village, the pest houses, the
streets and roads. The book then investigates contemporary theories of the causes of plague,
doctors' futile attempts to treat victims, the authorities' vain attempts to prevent the pestilence,
and its social impact. The narrative includes vivid examples from across Europe throughout the
period, and presents the words of witnesses and victims themselves wherever possible.--From
publisher description.
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