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The Black Death In London
If the twenty-first century seems an unlikely stage for the return of a 14th-century killer,
the authors of Return of the Black Death argue that the plague, which vanquished half
of Europe, has only lain dormant, waiting to emerge again—perhaps, in another form. At
the heart of their chilling scenario is their contention that the plague was spread by
direct human contact (not from rat fleas) and was, in fact, a virus perhaps similar to
AIDS and Ebola. Noting the periodic occurrence of plagues throughout history, the
authors predict its inevitable re-emergence sometime in the future, transformed by
mass mobility and bioterrorism into an even more devastating killer.
The Black Death of 1348–49 may have killed more than 50% of the European
population. This book examines the impact of this appalling disaster on England's most
populous city, London. Using previously untapped documentary sources alongside
archaeological evidence, a remarkably detailed picture emerges of the arrival, duration
and public response to this epidemic and subsequent fourteenth-century outbreaks.
Wills and civic and royal administration documents provide clear evidence of the speed
and severity of the plague, of how victims, many named, made preparations for their
heirs and families, and of the immediate social changes that the aftermath brought. The
traditional story of the timing and arrival of the plague is challenged and the mortality
rate is revised up to 50%–60% in the first outbreak, with a population decline of
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40–45% across Edward III’s reign. Overall, The Black Death in London provides as
detailed a story as it is possible to tell of the impact of the plague on a major medieval
English city.
This illustrated survey examines what it was actually like to live with plague and the
threat of plague in late-medieval and early modern England.; Colin Platt's books include
"The English Medieval Town", "Medieval England: A Social History and Archaeology
from the Conquest to 1600" and "The Architecture of Medieval Britain: A Social History"
which won the Wolfson Prize for 1990. This book is intended for undergraduate/6th
form courses on medieval England, option courses on demography, medicine, family
and social focus. The "black death" and population decline is central to A-level
syllabuses on this period.
Balancing current and historical issues, this volume of essays covers the most
significant worldwide epidemics from the Black Death to AIDS. • Each of the 50 essays
includes a bibliography for further reading on each subject and is cross-referenced to
help the reader put the material into context • Glossary defines terms such as
pandemic, germ theory, and virgin soil epidemic • Visuals such as an illustration of a
17th-century costume worn to ward off the plague and a photo of a panicked father
carrying a polio-stricken daughter dramatize the effect of epidemics • Maps illustrate
the spread of major pandemics, such as influenza in 1918 • Sidebars feature source
documents, such as an eyewitness account of the death of composer Frédéric Chopin
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or clergyman Cotton Mather's description of smallpox inoculation in 1721
The first paperback edition of this unique and shocking guide to the Black Death in
Europe.
Yaron Ayalon explores the Ottoman Empire's history of natural disasters and its
responses on a state, communal, and individual level.
This is the first systematic scholarly study of the Ottoman experience of plague during
the Black Death pandemic and the centuries that followed. Using a wealth of archival
and narrative sources, including medical treatises, hagiographies, and travelers'
accounts, as well as recent scientific research, Nükhet Varlik demonstrates how plague
interacted with the environmental, social, and political structures of the Ottoman Empire
from the late medieval through the early modern era. The book argues that the empire's
growth transformed the epidemiological patterns of plague by bringing diverse
ecological zones into interaction and by intensifying the mobilities of exchange among
both human and non-human agents. Varlik maintains that persistent plagues elicited
new forms of cultural imagination and expression, as well as a new body of knowledge
about the disease. In turn, this new consciousness sharpened the Ottoman
administrative response to the plague, while contributing to the makings of an early
modern state.

The plague outbreak of 1636 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne was one of the most
devastating in English history. This hugely moving study looks in detail at its
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impact on the city through the eyes of a man who stayed as others fled: the
scrivener Ralph Tailor. As a scrivener Tailor was responsible for many of the wills
and inventories of his fellow citizens. By listening to and writing down the final
wishes of the dying, the young scrivener often became the principal provider of
comfort in people’s last hours. Drawing on the rich records left by Tailor during
the course of his work along with many other sources, Keith Wrightson vividly
reconstructs life in the early modern city during a time of crisis and envisions
what such a calamitous decimation of the population must have meant for
personal, familial, and social relations.
Illus. on lining papers. Bibliography: p. 223-224.
Sweeping across the known world with unchecked devastation, the Black Death
claimed between 75 million and 200 million lives in four short years. In this
engaging and well-researched book, the trajectory of the plague’s march west
across Eurasia and the cause of the great pandemic is thoroughly explored.
Inside you will read about... ? What was the Black Death? ? A Short History of
Pandemics ? Chronology & Trajectory ? Causes & Pathology ? Medieval
Theories & Disease Control ? Black Death in Medieval Culture ? Consequences
Fascinating insights into the medieval mind’s perception of the disease and
examinations of contemporary accounts give a complete picture of what the
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world’s most effective killer meant to medieval society in particular and humanity
in general.
Black Death in LondonThe History Press
The definitive history of the virulent and fatal plague outbreaks that wiped out half
of London's populations from the medieval Black Death of the 1340s to the Great
Plagues of the seventeenth century.
Thomson, George.
“San Francisco in 1900 was a Gold Rush boomtown settling into a gaudy middle
age. . . . It had a pompous new skyline with skyscrapers nearly twenty stories tall,
grand hotels, and Victorian mansions on Nob Hill. . . . The wharf bristled with
masts and smokestacks from as many as a thousand sailing ships and steamers
arriving each year. . . . But the harbor would not be safe for long. Across the
Pacific came an unexpected import, bubonic plague. Sailing from China and
Hawaii into the unbridged arms of the Golden Gate, it arrived aboard vessels
bearing rich cargoes, hopeful immigrants, and infected vermin. The rats slipped
out of their shadowy holds, scuttled down the rigging, and alighted on the wharf.
Uphill they scurried, insinuating themselves into the heart of the city.” The plague
first sailed into San Francisco on the steamer Australia, on the day after New
Year’s in 1900. Though the ship passed inspection, some of her
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stowaways—infected rats—escaped detection and made their way into the city’s
sewer system. Two months later, the first human case of bubonic plague
surfaced in Chinatown. Initially in charge of the government’s response was
Quarantine Officer Dr. Joseph Kinyoun. An intellectually astute but autocratic
scientist, Kinyoun lacked the diplomatic skill to manage the public health crisis
successfully. He correctly diagnosed the plague, but because of his quarantine
efforts, he was branded an alarmist and a racist, and was forced from his post.
When a second epidemic erupted five years later, the more self-possessed and
charming Dr. Rupert Blue was placed in command. He won the trust of San
Franciscans by shifting the government’s attack on the plague from the cool
remove of the laboratory onto the streets, among the people it affected. Blue
preached sanitation to contain the disease, but it was only when he focused his
attack on the newly discovered source of the plague, infected rats and their fleas,
that he finally eradicated it—truly one of the great, if little known, triumphs in
American public health history. With stunning narrative immediacy fortified by rich
research, Marilyn Chase transports us to the city during the late Victorian age—a
roiling melting pot of races and cultures that, nearly destroyed by an earthquake,
was reborn, thanks in no small part to Rupert Blue and his motley band of pied
pipers.
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This book offers a highly detailed and thorough history of the Black Death of 1348 and 1349.
The book also breaks down the information by country and region, offering a complex view into
the differing medical knowledge and treatment of the disease in varying places.?
The Black Death in Europe, from its arrival in 1347-52 into the early modern period, has been
seriously misunderstood. From a wide range of sources, this study argues that it was not the
rat-based bubonic plague usually blamed, and considers its effect on European culture.
In the middle of the fourteenth century a devastating epidemic of plague, commonly known in
European history as the "Black Death," swept over the Eurasian continent. This book, based
principally on Arabic sources, establishes the means of transmission and the chronology of the
plague pandemic's advance through the Middle East. The prolonged reduction of population
that began with the Black Death was of fundamental significance to the social and economic
history of Egypt and Syria in the later Middle Ages. The epidemic's spread suggests a
remarkable destruction of human life in the fourteenth century, and a series of plague
recurrences appreciably slowed population growth in the following century and a half,
impoverishing Middle Eastern society. Social reactions illustrate the strength of traditional
Muslim values and practices, social organization, and cohesiveness. The sudden demographic
decline brought about long-term as well as immediate economic adjustments in land values,
salaries, and commerce. Michael W. Dols is Assistant Professor of History at California State
University, Hayward. Originally published in 1977. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the
latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from
the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original
texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
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editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press
since its founding in 1905.
This series provides texts central to medieval studies courses and focuses upon the diverse
cultural, social and political conditions that affected the functioning of all levels of medieval
society. Translations are accompanied by introductory and explanatory material and each
volume includes a comprehensive guide to the sources' interpretation, including discussion of
critical linguistic problems and an assessment of recent research on the topics covered. From
1348 to 1350 Europe was devastated by an epidemic that left between a third and one half of
the population dead. This source book traces, through contemporary writings, the calamitous
impact of the Black Death in Europe, with a particular emphasis on its spread across England
from 1348 to 1349. Rosemary Horrox surveys contemporary attempts to explain the plague,
which was universally regarded as an expression of divine vengeance for the sins of
humankind. Moralists all had their particular targets for criticism. However, this emphasis on
divine chastisement did not preclude attempts to explain the plague in medical or scientific
terms. Also, there was a widespread belief that human agencies had been involved, and such
scapegoats as foreigners, the poor and Jews were all accused of poisoning wells. The final
section of the book charts the social and psychological impact of the plague, and its effect on
the late-medieval economy.
A spine-chilling saga of virulent racism, human folly, and the ultimate triumph of scientific
progress. For Chinese immigrant Wong Chut King, surviving in San Francisco meant a life in
the shadows. His passing on March 6, 1900, would have been unremarkable if a city health
Page 8/16

Read PDF The Black Death In London
officer hadn’t noticed a swollen black lymph node on his groin—a sign of bubonic plague.
Empowered by racist pseudoscience, officials rushed to quarantine Chinatown while doctors
examined Wong’s tissue for telltale bacteria. If the devastating disease was not contained,
San Francisco would become the American epicenter of an outbreak that had already claimed
ten million lives worldwide. To local press, railroad barons, and elected officials, such a
possibility was inconceivable—or inconvenient. As they mounted a cover-up to obscure the
threat, ending the career of one of the most brilliant scientists in the nation in the process, it fell
to federal health officer Rupert Blue to save a city that refused to be rescued. Spearheading a
relentless crusade for sanitation, Blue and his men patrolled the squalid streets of fast-growing
San Francisco, examined gory black buboes, and dissected diseased rats that put the fate of
the entire country at risk. In the tradition of Erik Larson and Steven Johnson, Randall spins a
spellbinding account of Blue’s race to understand the disease and contain its spread—the only
hope of saving San Francisco, and the nation, from a gruesome fate.
Focusing on Britain’s peasants, shopkeepers, and other commoners, this history of the deadly
Black Plague is a “local account of the countrywide calamity” (The Times). In this intimate
history of the extraordinary Black Plague pandemic that swept through the British Isles in 1665,
Evelyn Lord focuses on the plague’s effects on smaller towns, where every death was a
singular blow affecting the entire community. Lord’s fascinating reconstruction of life during
plague times presents the personal experiences of a wide range of individuals, from historical
notables Samuel Pepys and Isaac Newton to common folk who tilled the land and ran the
shops. The Great Plague brings this dark era to vivid life—through stories of loss and survival
from those who grieved, those who fled, and those who hid to await their fate. Includes maps,
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photos, and illustrations
A series of natural disasters in the Orient during the fourteenth century brought about the most
devastating period of death and destruction in European history. The epidemic killed one-third
of Europe's people over a period of three years, and the resulting social and economic
upheaval was on a scale unparalleled in all of recorded history. Synthesizing the records of
contemporary chroniclers and the work of later historians, Philip Ziegler offers a critically
acclaimed overview of this crucial epoch in a single masterly volume. The Black Death vividly
and comprehensively brings to light the full horror of this uniquely catastrophic event that
hastened the disintegration of an age.

Looking beyond the view of the plague as unmitigated catastrophe, Herlihy finds
evidence for its role in the advent of new population controls, the establishment of
universities, the spread of Christianity, the dissemination of vernacular cultures, and
even the rise of nationalism. This book, which displays a distinguished scholar's
masterly synthesis of diverse materials, reveals that the Black Death can be considered
the cornerstone of the transformation of Europe.
A "brilliant and sobering" (Paul Kennedy, Wall Street Journal) look at the history and
human costs of pandemic outbreaks The World Economic Forum #1 book to read for
context on the coronavirus outbreak This sweeping exploration of the impact of
epidemic diseases looks at how mass infectious outbreaks have shaped society, from
the Black Death to today, and in a new preface addresses the global threat of
COVID-19. In a clear and accessible style, Frank M. Snowden reveals the ways that
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diseases have not only influenced medical science and public health, but also
transformed the arts, religion, intellectual history, and warfare. A multidisciplinary and
comparative investigation of the medical and social history of the major epidemics, this
volume touches on themes such as the evolution of medical therapy, plague literature,
poverty, the environment, and mass hysteria. In addition to providing historical
perspective on diseases such as smallpox, cholera, and tuberculosis, Snowden
examines the fallout from recent epidemics such as HIV/AIDS, SARS, and Ebola and
the question of the world's preparedness for the next generation of diseases.
The Black Death & other putrid plagues
William Shakespeare found dozens of different ways to kill off his characters, and
audiences today still enjoy the same reactions – shock, sadness, fear – that they did
more than 400 years ago when these plays were first performed. But how realistic are
these deaths, and did Shakespeare have the knowledge to back them up? In the Bard's
day death was a part of everyday life. Plague, pestilence and public executions were a
common occurrence, and the chances of seeing a dead or dying body on the way home
from the theatre were high. It was also a time of important scientific progress.
Shakespeare kept pace with anatomical and medical advances, and he included the
latest scientific discoveries in his work, from blood circulation to treatments for syphilis.
He certainly didn't shy away from portraying the reality of death on stage, from the
brutal to the mundane, and the spectacular to the silly. Elizabethan London provides
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the backdrop for Death by Shakespeare, as Kathryn Harkup turns her discerning
scientific eye to the Bard and the varied and creative ways his characters die. Was
death by snakebite as serene as Shakespeare makes out? Could lack of sleep have
killed Lady Macbeth? Can you really murder someone by pouring poison in their ear?
Kathryn investigates what actual events may have inspired Shakespeare, what the
accepted scientific knowledge of the time was, and how Elizabethan audiences would
have responded to these death scenes. Death by Shakespeare will tell you all this and
more in a rollercoaster of Elizabethan carnage, poison, swordplay and bloodshed, with
an occasional death by bear-mauling for good measure.
Ever since we started huddling together in communities, the story of human history has
been inextricably entwined with the story of microbes. They have evolved and spread
amongst us, shaping our culture through infection, disease, and pandemic. At the same
time, our changing human culture has itself influenced the evolutionary path of
microbes. Dorothy H. Crawford here shows that one cannot be truly understood without
the other. Beginning with a dramatic account of the SARS pandemic at the start of the
21st century, she takes us back in time to follow the interlinked history of microbes and
man, taking an up-to-date look at ancient plagues and epidemics, and identifying key
changes in the way humans have lived - such as our move from hunter-gatherer to
farmer to city-dweller — which made us vulnerable to microbe attack. Showing how we
live our lives today — with increasing crowding and air travel — puts us once again at
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risk, Crawford asks whether we might ever conquer microbes completely, or whether
we need to take a more microbe-centric view of the world. Among the possible
answers, one thing becomes clear: that for generations to come, our deadly
companions will continue to shape human history. Oxford Landmark Science books are
'must-read' classics of modern science writing which have crystallized big ideas, and
shaped the way we think.
This engrossing book provides a comprehensive history of the medical response to the
Black Death. John Aberth has translated plague treatises that illustrate the human
dimensions of the horrific scourge, including doctors’ personal anecdotes as they
desperately struggled to understand a deadly new disease.
Chronicles the Great Plague that devastated Asia and Europe in the fourteenth century,
documenting the experiences of people who lived during its height while describing the
harrowing decline of moral boundaries that also marked the period. 40,000 first printing.

Royal Mint site excavation report published as 3 separate volumes, the other 2
being: The abbey of St. Mary Graces, East Smithfield, London; The Royal Navy
victualling yard, East Smithfield, London.
A wide-ranging study that illuminates the connection between epidemic diseases
and societal change, from the Black Death to Ebola This sweeping exploration of
the impact of epidemic diseases looks at how mass infectious outbreaks have
shaped society, from the Black Death to today. In a clear and accessible style,
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Frank M. Snowden reveals the ways that diseases have not only influenced
medical science and public health, but also transformed the arts, religion,
intellectual history, and warfare. A multidisciplinary and comparative investigation
of the medical and social history of the major epidemics, this volume touches on
themes such as the evolution of medical therapy, plague literature, poverty, the
environment, and mass hysteria. In addition to providing historical perspective on
diseases such as smallpox, cholera, and tuberculosis, Snowden examines the
fallout from recent epidemics such as HIV/AIDS, SARS, and Ebola and the
question of the world’s preparedness for the next generation of diseases.
In this fresh approach to the history of the Black Death, John Hatcher, a worldrenowned scholar of the Middle Ages, recreates everyday life in a mid-fourteenth
century rural English village. By focusing on the experiences of ordinary villagers
as they lived - and died - during the Black Death (1345 - 50 AD), Hatcher vividly
places the reader directly into those tumultuous years and describes in
fascinating detail the day-to-day existence of people struggling with the tragic
effects of the plague. Dramatic scenes portray how contemporaries must have
experienced and thought about the momentous events - and how they tried to
make sense of it all.
The threat of unstoppable plagues, such as AIDS and Ebola, is always with us. In
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Europe, the most devastating plagues were those from the Black Death
pandemic in the 1300s to the Great Plague of London in 1665. For the last 100
years, it has been accepted that Yersinia pestis, the infective agent of bubonic
plague, was responsible for these epidemics. This book combines modern
concepts of epidemiology and molecular biology with computer-modelling.
Applying these to the analysis of historical epidemics, the authors show that they
were not, in fact, outbreaks of bubonic plague. Biology of Plagues offers a
completely new interdisciplinary interpretation of the plagues of Europe and
establishes them within a geographical, historical and demographic framework.
This fascinating detective work will be of interest to readers in the social and
biological sciences, and lessons learnt will underline the implications of historical
plagues for modern-day epidemiology.
An ideal introduction and guide to the greatest natural disaster to ever curse
humanity, replete with illustrations, biographical sketches, and primary
documents. Presents medieval and modern perspectives of this disturbing yet
fascinating tragic historical episode.
The Black Death was the fourteenth century's equivalent of a nuclear war. It
wiped out one-third of Europe's population, taking millions of lives. The author
draws together the most recent scientific discoveries and historical research to
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pierce the mist and tell the story of the Black Death as a gripping, intimate
narrative.
"An intimate portrait of one of Shakespeare's most inspired moments: the year of
King Lear, Macbeth and Antony and Cleopatra. 1606, while a very good year for
Shakespeare, is a fraught one for England. Plague returns. There is surprising
resistance to the new king's desire to turn England and Scotland into a united
Britain. And fear and uncertainty sweep the land and expose deep divisions in
the aftermath of the failed terrorist attack that came to be known as the
Gunpowder Plot. James Shapiro deftly demonstrates how these extraordinary
plays responded to the tumultuous events of this year, events that in unexpected
ways touched upon Shakespeare's own life ... [and] profoundly changes and
enriches our experience of his plays--Publisher's description.
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