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Biospherian Mark Nelson offers insider perspectives on Biosphere 2 and bold insights into today's global ecological
challenges--Provided by publisher.
Grow your own delicious food literally anywhere. In Home Hydroponics, hydroponic-growing pro Tyler Baras (aka Farmer Tyler)
shows you how easy it is to build your own soilless growing systems to cultivate greens, veggies, herbs, and more. And, to
sweeten the deal even further, Tyler's designs are not just functional, they’re also attractive. In fact, unlike the typical industrial
designs of most DIY hydroponic systems, these projects fit beautifully into your living space, no matter its size or style. The smallspace hydroponics projects found here come with easy-to-follow, step-by-step plans for making growing systems that fit right into
your home. No need to have a separate grow room or to tuck your plants into a corner of the basement. Turn a coffee table,
kitchen cupboard, bathroom wall, bedside table, or windowsill into a wonder of hydroponic production with Tyler’s project plans
and DIY tutelage. Turn a living room armoire into a food-growing machine Build a hydroponic wall garden for the dining room
Convert a bar cart into a mobile hydroponics system Grow scented herbs in a unique hanging unit Fill a kitchen window with
hydroponic suction cup planters Cultivate your own food on a compact corner shelf in your bedroom With hydroponics, you can
grow productive plants anywhere, even in the total absence of natural sunlight. Home Hydroponics covers everything from crop
selection and lighting to nutrient management and site selection. Turn almost any room in your home into a mini food farm with the
resources and projects found here.
Games, stories, activities, experiments & ideas about living lightly on planet Earth.
We barely talk about them and seldom know their names. Philosophy has always overlooked them; even biology considers them
as mere decoration on the tree of life. And yet plants give life to the Earth: they produce the atmosphere that surrounds us, they
are the origin of the oxygen that animates us. Plants embody the most direct, elementary connection that life can establish with the
world. In this highly original book, Emanuele Coccia argues that, as the very creator of atmosphere, plants occupy the fundamental
position from which we should analyze all elements of life. From this standpoint, we can no longer perceive the world as a simple
collection of objects or as a universal space containing all things, but as the site of a veritable metaphysical mixture. Since our
atmosphere is rendered possible through plants alone, life only perpetuates itself through the very circle of consumption
undertaken by plants. In other words, life exists only insofar as it consumes other life, removing any moral or ethical considerations
from the equation. In contrast to trends of thought that discuss nature and the cosmos in general terms, Coccia’s account brings
the infinitely small together with the infinitely big, offering a radical redefinition of the place of humanity within the realm of life.
An anthology of optimistic climate change science fiction stories set in winter.
Tade Thompson's Rosewater is the start of an award-winning, cutting edge trilogy set in Nigeria, by one of science fiction's most
engaging new voices. *Arthur C. Clarke Award for Best Science Fiction Novel, winner*Nommo Award for Best Speculative Fiction
Novel, winner Rosewater is a town on the edge. A community formed around the edges of a mysterious alien biodome, its
residents comprise the hopeful, the hungry and the helpless - people eager for a glimpse inside the dome or a taste of its rumored
healing powers. Kaaro is a government agent with a criminal past. He has seen inside the biodome, and doesn't care to again -but when something begins killing off others like himself, Kaaro must defy his masters to search for an answer, facing his dark
history and coming to a realization about a horrifying future. The Wormwood TrilogyRosewaterThe Rosewater Insurrection
Explores Plants And Animals Found In Forests And How Humans Are Changing The Natural Habitats. Supports Next Generation
Science Standards.
Once upon a time, a girl was born. A hundred years later, she grew up. Aurianna must rewrite the past in order to save the future.
When a mysterious stranger sweeps her back in time, she discovers there is more to her life than she ever imagined. Aurianna
must race against time to uncover the truth about a catastrophe that will leave the world broken, divided, and at war.
"This is what the truth is. Second Salvations murdered my parents, and I'm running away." A single post over unregulated Internet channels.
A sleeping society awakens to a chase, broadcast live on television screens all across the New United States of America... Rebecca and
Daniel have never met. A fifteen-year-old preacher's kid and a sixteen-year-old atheist outcast, they appear to have little in common. And yet
they have both attracted the attention of a recruiter for Angel Island, where bad kids go to be remade-or destroyed. Agents of the all-powerful
New America Unity Church will stop at nothing to get them. They're building an army, a modern children's crusade, in which Rebecca and
Daniel may be just the kind of future leaders they need. If not, they might be just the kind of sacrifice necessary to keep the rest of the
faithless in line.
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Teenage heiress Kaya experiences her first taste of freedom when she’s kidnapped from her sheltered life. But as she forms an unlikely
connection with her abductor, Luke, her adventure takes a strange turn. Now, as her father’s men and her devoted bodyguard scour the
woods to find her, she wonders if staying in the arms of her abductor is the safer place to be. At least, that’s what her heart is saying—her
head is saying run… There is nothing magical about growing up in a mountainside castle, when it’s your prison. Kaya’s ruthless and powerful
father keeps her under lock and key, watched every second of the day—and Kaya’s not really sure why. She’s just a normal girl…no one
special. She doesn’t understand her father’s obsession with her safety—until she is kidnapped. Dragged through a brutal wilderness, Kaya’s
captor shows her the devastating truth, and even though he has dark secrets of his own, she is inexplicably drawn to him—when the stars are
in your eyes, sometimes the line between right and wrong gets blurred. Passion obliterates common sense. Love... makes you reckless.
Dangerously passionate and darkly romantic, SERENADE is the first novel in a page-turning thriller and seductive romance series. THE
NIGHTMUSIC TRILOGY by Heather McKenzie Serenade, Book One (Available Now) Nocturne, Book Two (Available Now) Rhapsody, Book
Three (Available January 7, 2019) Praise for Heather McKenzie and the Nightmusic Trilogy "The suspense is nail biting..." In'Dtale Magazine
"McKenzie is a promising author that is going to give readers a powerhouse trilogy that is sure to be successful."- Danielle Roberts, The
Pluviophile Reader "It's been a long time since I've enjoyed a romantic suspense this much ... probably since my last Sandra Brown and that
is saying something." Julie Brandenburg, Little Miss Bookmark "... everything I hope for and love in a YA book. The writing style and powerful
way the author can showcase emotions makes me eager to read anything McKenzie will write next." Rachel Barnard – Author "An awesome
and refreshing read full of love, hate, surprises, mystery, loyalty and everything in between. This author truly has a knack for story-telling and
spinning it just enough to keep you guessing and needing to read more." -Jenny Bynum, Black Words White Pages "This book really took me
on for a ride. There was not a single dull moment…" - Poulami, Daydreaming Books kidnapped romance, young adult contemporary, teen love
story, YA mystery suspense, contemporary romance modern, survival stories thriller, coming of age, steamy romance, alpha romance, love
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triangle, crime romance, best-seller, free first book, Free young adult books, free romance, free romance books
Comprehensive coverage of passive solar greenhouse design including material selection, building methods and how to store thermal energy
using a variety of simple and innovative strategies. Over a dozen case studies provide real-life inspiration, capped off with how-to guidance
for building a durable, energy-efficient greenhouse. Variations include underground and aquaponic greenhouses and integrating solar panels
to grow off-grid, year-round.
When Prince Charles first moved in to Highgrove, the gardens were a blank canvas and His Royal Highness an inexperienced gardener.
Now, nearly 40 years later, through hard work and passion, not only has he become an accomplished gardener but the grounds of his
Gloucestershire home have been transformed into one of the most remarkable gardens in Britain, delighting visitors from all around the world.
With a Foreword by His Royal Highness, this lavishly illustrated book brings together the history of Highgrove and the myriad gardens that he
has created which reflect his interests: architecture, the arts, conservation, his belief in organic principles and, quite simply, his love of nature
all play their part. There are surprises, too: as Prince Charles loves to experiment, his garden is one that constantly evolves as new ideas
take shape. The Sundial Garden, Cottage Garden, Thyme Walk, Terrace, Kitchen Garden, Stumpery, Arboretum, Sanctuary and Wildflower
Meadow – all, and more, are here to explore and enjoy.
This book begins with a lesson on the nature of botany and the process of classifying plants. It then discusses the development of plants from
seeds, the reproduction processes in plants, the way plants make their food, and how plants get their water and nutrients and distribute them
throughout the body of the plant. As students study these topics, they also learn about many different kinds of plants in creation and where
they belong in the plant classification system. The activities and projects use easy-to-find household items and truly make the lessons come
alive! They include making a "light hut" in which to grow plants, dissection of a bean seed, growing seeds in plastic bags to watch the
germination process, making a leaf skeleton, observing how plants grow towards light, measuring transpiration, forcing bulbs to grow out of
season, and forcing pine cones to open and close. We recommend that you spend the entire school year covering this book.
With a revolutionary new “Climate Battery” design for near-net-zero heating and cooling By the turn of the nineteenth century, thousands of
acres of glass houses surrounded large American cities, becoming a commonplace symbol of the market garden and nursery trades. But the
possibilities of the indoor garden to transform our homes and our lives remain largely unrealized. In this groundbreaking book, Jerome
Osentowski, one of North America’s most accomplished permaculture designers, presents a wholly new approach to a very old horticultural
subject. In The Forest Garden Greenhouse, he shows how bringing the forest garden indoors is not only possible, but doable on unlikely
terrain and in cold climates, using near-net-zero technology. Different from other books on greenhouse design and management, this book
advocates for an indoor agriculture using permaculture design concepts—integration, multi-functions, perennials, and polycultures—that take
season extension into new and important territory. Osentowski, director and founder of Central Rocky Mountain Permaculture Institute
(CRMPI), farms at 7,200 feet on a steep, rocky hillside in Colorado, incorporating deep, holistic permaculture design with practical common
sense. It is at this site, high on a mountaintop, where Osentowski (along with architect and design partner Michael Thompson) has been
designing and building revolutionary greenhouses that utilize passive and active solar technology via what they call the “climate battery”—a
subterranean air-circulation system that takes the hot, moist, ambient air from the greenhouse during the day, stores it in the soil, and
discharges it at night—that can offer tropical and Mediterranean climates at similarly high altitudes and in cold climates (and everywhere else).
Osentowski’s greenhouse designs, which can range from the backyard homesteader to commercial greenhouses, are completely ecological
and use a simple design that traps hot and cold air and regulates it for best possible use. The book is part case study of the amazing
greenhouses at CRMPI and part how-to primer for anyone interested in a more integrated model for growing food and medicine in a
greenhouse. With detailed design drawings, photos, and profiles of successful greenhouse projects on all scales, this inspirational manual will
considerably change the conversation about greenhouse design.
Good Energy delivers a declaration that renewable energy can be beautiful, affordable, and easy to implement. Jared Green highlights thirtyfive case studies from around the world, featuring a wide array of designs and building types that achieve good energy, good design, and
excellent cost-efficiency. Single-family homes, townhouses, community spaces, schools, offices, and even power plants demonstrate that
relying on solar, wind, and geothermal energy doesn't have to cost more. Each inspiring design harmonizes nature, technology, and
democratic space and shows that renewable energy can be appealing and accessible to everyone. An interview with Mark Z. Jacobson,
Stanford University professor of civil and environmental engineering and cofounder of the Solutions Project, discusses pathways to
100-percent renewable energy around the globe through good design.
A gorgeous, easy-to-follow, and inspiring guide to stunningly realistic botanical drawing that covers everything you need to draw our natural
world. Achieve amazingly realistic and vibrant botanical illustrations, from flowers so dazzling you feel as if you might be able to smell them,
to tomatoes that look as if they've just been picked from the garden. Wendy Hollender is known for her vivid, detailed, and inspiring
illustrations and in The Joy of Botanical Drawing, she helps you take your art to the next level by sharing her perfected techniques through
short lessons that start simple, then build on the basics with easy-to-use and clear step-by-step illustrations. Using colored pencils and
watercolor pencils, Hollender shows you how to accomplish scientifically accurate botanical portraits of a spiraling pine cone, a spiky
chestnut, a fuchsia-tined radish, a graceful morning glory, and many more. From colorful leaves to delicate petals to textured bark and
slender stems, The Joy of Botanical Drawing will give you the skills to complete lifelike drawings while also enjoying nature and the
mindfulness of a regular drawing practice.
An absolute must-read for fans of The Hunger Games...
A darkly humorous exploration of the human body and its various functions in poetic prose, Valerio Magrelli’s The Condominium of the Flesh,
a personal chronicle of his clinical experience, catalogues a life history of ailments without ever being pathological.
Since it was established by Ove Arup in 1946, Arup has been the design, architectural and engineering genius behind many of the world's
leading buildings and urban areas. The team has been pivotal in creating some of the world's best-known developments: from the
groundbreaking Sydney Opera House to the unconventional Centre Pompidou in Paris and Crossrail, the largest construction project in
Europe today. Beyond iconic buildings, Arup's influence is also in evidence behind the scenes. The hidden hand of the engineer has
transformed many of our everyday experiences - often without us knowing. Arup has developed leading fire-safety systems in airports,
cooling systems in museums to protect priceless artworks, and its experience with acoustics ensures every note is heard in the world’s
leading opera houses. The book focuses on some of the biggest global issues to arise over the past 70 years. They include the population
explosion and subsequent increase in city living, as well as changes in transport patterns that have fuelled the construction of airports, roads,
rail and bridges, and even the democratisation of sporting events. Looking at Arup's work under the lens of these world-shaping events, we
show how this is a firm that has not just responded to a changing world, but has anticipated and led many of those changes. Arup takes its
place in society seriously. Collaborations such as the partnership with C40 to tackle climate change are impacting the way future generations
will live. Looking to the future, this is a firm that will continue on its mission to shape a better world.
#1 Amazon Best Seller — Welcome to the farm! The Cut Flower Garden: Erin Benzakein is a florist-farmer, leader in the locaflor farm-tocenterpiece movement, and owner of internationally renowned Floret Flower Farm in Washington's lush Skagit Valley. A stunning flower
book: This beautiful guide to growing, harvesting, and arranging gorgeous blooms year-round provides readers with vital tools to nurture a
stunning flower garden and use their blossoms to create show-stopping arrangements. Floret Farm's Cut Flower Garden: Cut Flower Garden
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is equal parts instruction and inspiration—a book overflowing with lush photography of magnificent flowers and breathtaking arrangements
organized by season. Find inspiration in this lush flower book: Irresistible photos of Erin's flower farm that showcase exquisite blooms Tips for
growing in a variety of spaces and climates Step-by-step instructions for lavish garlands, airy centerpieces, and romantic floral décor for every
season If you liked Paris in Bloom, you'll love Floret Farm's Cut Flower Garden.
A deep-dive into human behavior in an epic story of science, society, sex, and survival, from one of the greatest American novelists today, T.
C. Boyle, the acclaimed, bestselling, author of the PEN/ Faulkner Award–winning World’s End and The Harder They Come. It is 1994, and in
the desert near Tillman, Arizona, forty miles from Tucson, a grand experiment involving the future of humanity is underway. As climate
change threatens the earth, eight scientists, four men and four women dubbed the "Terranauts," have been selected to live under glass in E2,
a prototype of a possible off-earth colony. Their sealed, three-acre compound comprises five biomes—rainforest, savanna, desert, ocean, and
marsh—and enough wildlife, water, and vegetation to sustain them. Closely monitored by an all-seeing Mission Control, this New Eden is the
brainchild of ecovisionary Jeremiah Reed, aka G.C.—"God the Creator"—for whom the project is both an adventure in scientific discovery and a
momentous publicity stunt. In addition to their roles as medics, farmers, biologists, and survivalists, his young, strapping Terranauts must
impress watchful visitors and a skeptical media curious to see if E2’s environment will somehow be compromised, forcing the Ecosphere’s
seal to be broken—and ending the mission in failure. As the Terranauts face increased scrutiny and a host of disasters, both natural and of
their own making, their mantra: "Nothing in, nothing out," becomes a dangerously ferocious rallying cry. Told through three distinct
narrators—Dawn Chapman, the mission’s pretty, young ecologist; Linda Ryu, her bitter, scheming best friend passed over for E2; and
Ramsay Roothorp, E2’s sexually irrepressible Wildman—The Terranauts brings to life an electrifying, pressured world in which connected
lives are uncontrollably pushed to the breaking point. With characteristic humor and acerbic wit, T.C. Boyle indelibly inhabits the perspectives
of the various players in this survivalist game, probing their motivations and illuminating their integrity and fragility to illustrate the inherent
fallibility of human nature itself.
Even a Time Lord can’t change the past. A wasteland. A dead world... No, there is a biodome, rising from the ash. Here, life teems and
flourishes, with strange and lush plants, and many-winged insects with bright carapaces – and one solitary sentient creature, who spends its
days watering the plants, talking to the insects, and tending this lonely garden. This is Inyit, the Last of the Kotturuh. In All Flesh is Grass we
are transported back to The Dark Times. The Tenth Doctor has sworn to stop the Kotturuh, ending Death and bringing Life to the universe.
But his plan is unravelling – instead of bringing Life, nothing has changed and all around him people are dying. Death is everywhere. Now he
must confront his former selves – one in league with their greatest nemesis and the other manning a ship of the undead...
Building a hoome? want an inexpensve, easy way to build home? Consider the owrld famous Hexadom! Dome homes offer maximum
strength and space for the least cost. Domes are super-saving energy effcient, saving thousands of dollars year after year.Plus, they require
les upkeep! This book shows you how! ILLUSTRATED DOME BUILDING is essential for anyone planning this energy-saving, low-cost home.
Leadsd you step-by-step through the complete process of buiding a 25' or 32' diameter Hexadome! Includes the handy "Work Schedule for
the Do-It-Yourselfer" and outlines the sequence of work from stakes to completing. Offers sound advice on common pitfalls to avoid.The
NEW definitive layman's book! By the designer of Hexadome! For those who need help in building, here are the complete plans, material
listing, and much more. Gene Hopster has designed and constructed thousands of domes since 1975.

**THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER** Everything we've been told about our diets is wrong Is breakfast really the most
important meal of the day? Is there any point in counting calories? Is there any evidence that coffee is bad for you?
Through his pioneering scientific research, Tim Spector busts these myths and combats food fake news. Spoon-Fed
explores the scandalous lack of good science behind many medical and government diet recommendations, and how the
food industry holds sway over these policies and our choices. Spoon-Fed is a groundbreaking book that forces us to
question every diet plan, official recommendation, miracle cure or food label we encounter, and encourages us to rethink
our whole relationship with food. 'A hugely enjoyable and critical look at common food myths' Michael Mosley 'Illuminating
and so incredibly timely' Yotam Ottolenghi 'This book should be available on prescription.' Felicity Cloake
She's from the past, locked inside a world within a world. He's from the future, haunted by her death. A chilling secret
binds their lives together. A sensible young nobleman and his sister live in an experimental medieval village. Sealed
inside this biodome since infancy, Leaf and Willow have been groomed by The Code to build a sustainable world, one
devoid of Outsider interference. One that believes death will give way to life. All is ideal until their father bequeaths a
family secret with his dying breath, placing an invisible crown of power on Leaf's head. A death Leaf believes is the result
of murder. Now everyone in their quiet town is suspect. Risking banishment, the siblings search for clues, leading them to
Fillion Nichols, an Outsider with a shocking connection to their family. Their encounter launches Fillion into a
psychological battle with his turbulent past as he rushes to decode the many dangerous secrets that bind them
together--a necessity if they're all to survive. The Middle Ages clashes with the near future in an unforgettable quest for
truth, unfolding a story rich in mystery, betrayal, and love. Are you ready to discover what is real? UNTANGLE HOW THE
FUTURE MEETS THE PAST in this multi-award winning series! For fans of eco-pagan science fiction, young adult
dystopian fantasy romance, and murder mysteries. The Biodome Chronicles is sure to keep you on the edge of your
seat!
A gripping thriller about a woman who must help cover the tracks of her serial killer sister -- only to discover her sibling
isn't the only serial killer in town. Carrie wants a normal life. Carrie Lawrence doesn’t need a happily ever after. She’ll
just settle for “after.” After a decade of helping her sister hide her victims. After a lifetime of lies. She just wants to be
safe, boring, and not trekking through the woods at night with a dead body wrapped in a carpet. Becca wants to get away
with murder. Becca Lawrence doesn’t believe in happily ever after because she’s already happy. She’s gotten away
with murder for a decade and has blackmailed her sister into helping her hide the evidence—what more could a girl want?
But first they have to stop a serial killer. When thirteen bodies are discovered in their small town, people are shocked. But
not as shocked as Carrie, who thought she knew all the details of Becca’s sordid pastime. When Becca swears she’s
not behind the grisly new crimes, they realize the town has a second serial killer who has the sisters in his sights, and
what he wants is . . . Carrie.
With over a hundred photographs (B&W for the $9.95 edition, and full color for the $19.95 edition), as well as detailed
diagrams, THE BIODOME GARDEN BOOK describes how to construct and maintain a unique, self-contained, passive
solar greenhouse and aquaculture unit that needs no electrical ventilation or humidifying system. Many of the
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photographs, along with information about the Biodome Garden unit, are available if you visit www.biodomegarden.com.
Unlike the usual flimsy greenhouse structure, the Biodome Garden is a design of superior strength, engineered with a
high degree of structural integrity--an organic system capable of supplying animal and vegetable protein and nutrients,
while also absorbing, storing, and radiating heat for a naturally humidified, moisture-retaining, weed-free, "potting soil"
garden that includes a totally wind-powered ventilation system. For more information on the book, including many color
photographs, please visit the biodome garden website at: www.biodomegarden.com.
It's back, bigger and better, with new stories & illustrations! First published in 1984, the book recounts the delightful story
of two stray dogs who roamed the streets of San Francisco in the early 1860s, as reported in newspapers of the period.
In a new introduction, Barker compares these contemporary accounts with the myths that have evolved around Bummer
and Lazarus. Herb Caen called the original a wonderful addition to the shelf of Sanfriscana.
Chronicles a century of achievements, trends, important and influential people, and events that have shaped this country.
After being rescued moments before Earth is destroyed, Sam and his daughter Emma are shipped away to planet Syri,
where they now reside in a dome with thousands of other human survivors. Complete with welcome mats, mailboxes,
and breakfast cereal, the dome is a suburban paradise made to emulate Earth in every way... But something feels wrong.
Why did the aliens save them? How did they know about Earth's fate? And exactly what are they hiding?The mystery
intensifies as Emma forms an unexplainable bond with one of the Syrions; a bond that quickly has Emma sliding deeper
into a dangerous attraction. As Sam and Emma search for answers on their own, Emma wonders if she can trust her
heart while Sam questions how he'll be able to protect his family from the very aliens humanity depends on for survival.
the DOME is part 1 of a 3 part series. This book has a cliffhanger ending.
A deadly influenza virus rages out of control. There is no easy-fix vaccine. No eleventh-hour containment. Only death.
With no workforce, power plants are unmanned so there's no means of communication; police and fire departments have
collapsed so no one is safe; looters are scavenging everything from big-screen TVs to canned peas. When Dr. Taeya
Sanchez finds herself unceremoniously dismissed from an emergency medical facility in New York, she decides to steal
the hospital's armored van for a midnight escape. Unfortunately, Rick DeAngelo, a driver for the hospital, has already
stocked the van for his own getaway. Thrown into an unfriendly alliance, these two must pick their way across the
dangerous wasteland of America in search of a safe haven. And as the miles roll by, they discover that the living should
be feared much more than the festering corpses out there.
The Complete Idiot's Guide® to Aquaponic Gardening is a comprehensive guide to aquaponic gardening, from choosing
a setup to selecting fish and vegetables. In addition to everything one needs to know to run a healthy aquaponic garden
and care for both the vegetables and fish, there are step-by step plans with photos for building different size systems.
The expert author fully explains how to garden indoors and how to resize and move a garden inside or outside,
depending on the season, to produce an abundant supply of edible, organically-raised vegetables and fish.
Raise. Your. Phantom. In a world on the brink of the next Great Dying, no amount of training can prepare us for what is to
come... A young heir will raise the most powerful phantom in all of Baiseen. A dangerous High Savant will do anything to
control the nine realms. A mysterious and deadly Mar race will steal children into the sea. And a handsome guide with far
too many secrets will make me fall in love. My name is Ash. A lowly scribe meant to observe and record. And yet I think
I’m destined to surprise us all.
At some point, in our lives, most of us will question who, what and why we are. PG and the Great I AM addresses those
questions through the story of a young squirrel who goes through experiences similar to those of the human fledgling or
even adult, for that matter. Sometimes humorous sometimes adventurous but always searching for the One thing to give
him the answer he seeks. Other species offer their answers to only frighten or confuse PG and, just as he was about to
give up, the answer comes. Enjoy the trip with PG as he searches and finds that the answer has always been right there
inside him. The Author hopes this story will entertain and enlighten children of all ages and those who read this book will
be able to find the Great I AM within themselves.
From my father, who I remember as a faded dream, I was given his stamina and the will not to give in. From my mother,
who took up the burden after my father left the world, gave me the love and deep feelings I will draw upon when faced
with an emotional crises. From my brother, whose scheming and jealousy never ceased, gave me a higher sense of
competition that made me better than the lazy peasants. From my fun loving friends, who have all gone their separate
ways, gave me that variety of companionship and the honesty amongst blood brothers that shall never perish. From my
God, who is unique from within and without, the desire to seek and use the wisdom of her blessed and holy words. From
my adopted father, who took a dangerous chance one early morning, gave me a new life and opened the door to the
stars. These things I now know are the foundation stones of my life, a life that continues to unfold with each chapter I am
forced to experience.
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