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The Big Con Story Of Confidence Man David W Maurer
Shares insights from confidence men and swindlers on the schemes they used to cheat their
victims.
Chuck Restic, HR manager and part-time private investigator, has a problem: the consultant
guru Julie St. Jean is the bane of his existence. Over his twenty-year HR career, he's been
forced to partner with her on inane employee engagement programs whose only value has
been to Julie's sizable bank account. When Julie is suddenly wanted for the murder of an
associate, Chuck sees his chance to rid himself of her forever, until the corporate tables are
turned on him and he must find the elusive figure or risk losing his job. The search uncovers a
dark past of murder and stolen identity. And what begins as a search to save his corporate
neck soon turns into one a lot more literal.
Bilked bankers, grifted gamblers, and swindled spinsters: welcome to the world of confidence
men. You'll marvel at the elaborate schemes developed by The Yellow Kid and cry for the
marks who lost it all to his ingenuity—$8,000,000 by some estimations. Fixed horse races, bad
real-estate deals, even a money-making machine—all were tools of the trade for the Kid and his
associates: the Swede, the Butterine Kid, the Harmony Kid, Fats Levine, and others. The Sting
(1973), starring Paul Newman and based largely on the story of the Yellow Kid, is entertaining,
but is no match for the real deal.
Ten years in the works, a masterpiece of reportage, this is the definitive account of the
Columbine massacre, its aftermath, and its significance, from the acclaimed journalist who
followed the story from the outset. "The tragedies keep coming. As we reel from the latest
horror . . ." So begins a new epilogue, illustrating how Columbine became the template for
nearly two decades of "spectacle murders." It is a false script, seized upon by a generation of
new killers. In the wake of Newtown, Aurora, and Virginia Tech, the imperative to understand
the crime that sparked this plague grows more urgent every year. What really happened April
20, 1999? The horror left an indelible stamp on the American psyche, but most of what we
"know" is wrong. It wasn't about jocks, Goths, or the Trench Coat Mafia. Dave Cullen was one
of the first reporters on scene, and spent ten years on this book-widely recognized as the
definitive account. With a keen investigative eye and psychological acumen, he draws on
mountains of evidence, insight from the world's leading forensic psychologists, and the killers'
own words and drawings-several reproduced in a new appendix. Cullen paints raw portraits of
two polar opposite killers. They contrast starkly with the flashes of resilience and redemption
among the survivors. Expanded with a New Epilogue
Soon to be a Netflix film starring Millie Bobbie Brown! In this feminist, suspenseful thriller the
daughter of a con artist is taken hostage in a bank heist—and will need to tap into all her skills in
order to survive. A BUSTLE, REFINERY29, COSMOPOLITAN, BUZZFEED and MARIE
CLAIRE MOST ANTICIPATED BOOK of 2021 Nora O'Malley's been a lot of girls. As the
daughter of a con-artist who targets criminal men, she grew up as her mother's protégé. But
when her mom fell for the mark instead of conning him, Nora pulled the ultimate con: escape.
For five years Nora's been playing at normal. But she needs to dust off the skills she ditched
because she has three problems: #1: Her ex walked in on her with her girlfriend. Even though
they're all friends, Wes didn't know about her and Iris. #2: The morning after Wes finds them
kissing, they all have to meet to deposit the fundraiser money they raised at the bank. It's a
nightmare that goes from awkward to deadly, because: #3: Right after they enter the bank, two
guys start robbing it. The bank robbers may be trouble, but Nora's something else entirely.
They have no idea who they're really holding hostage . . .
The classic 1940 study of con men and con games that Luc Sante in Salon called “a bonanza
of wild but credible stories, told concisely with deadpan humor, as sly and rich in atmosphere
as anything this side of Mark Twain.” “Of all the grifters, the confidence man is the aristocrat,”
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wrote David Maurer, a proposition he definitely proved in The Big Con, one of the most
colorful, well-researched, and entertaining works of criminology ever written. A professor of
linguistics who specialized in underworld argot, Maurer won the trust of hundreds of swindlers,
who let him in on not simply their language but their folkways and the astonishingly complex
and elaborate schemes whereby unsuspecting marks, hooked by their own greed and
dishonesty, were “taken off” – i.e. cheated—of thousands upon thousands of dollars. The Big
Con is a treasure trove of American lingo (the write, the rag, the payoff, ropers, shills, the cold
poke, the convincer, to put on the send) and indelible characters (Yellow Kid Weil, Barney the
Patch, the Seldom Seen Kid, Limehouse Chappie, Larry the Lug). It served as the source for
the Oscar-winning film The Sting.
A fool and his money are soon parted, so the saying goes. And if the job is done right, the fool
doesn't even realize it's happened until the wily con artist has moved on to the next victim or
the next town. In this entertaining and eye-opening book, Dennis M. Marlock, a retired cop and
chairman of the board for the international law enforcement organization Professionals Against
Confidence Crime, takes the reader into the mind and greedy heart of the con man. You'll learn
the mechanics behind famous swindles such as the pigeon drop, the Jamaican switch, bankexaminer schemes, three-card monte and even fortune-telling. You'll find out why a good scam
artist rarely gets caught and, if he does, how he gets away with the lightest punishment or no
punishment at all. If you've ever read a news story about a sucker getting taken and wondered
how he could have fallen for that, you need to read this book before an honest-faced stranger
offers you a deal too good to pass up.
From viral comedy sensation James Veitch (as seen on TED, Conan, and The Tonight Show
with Jimmy Fallon) comes a collection of laugh-out-loud funny exchanges with email
scammers. The Nigerian prince eager to fork over his inheritance, the family friend stranded
unexpectedly in Norway, the lonely Russian beauty looking for love . . . they spam our inboxes
with their hapless pleas for help, money, and your social security number. In Dot Con, Veitch
finally answers the question: what would happen if you replied? Suspicious emails pop up in
our inboxes and our first instinct is to delete unopened. But what if you responded to the
deposed princess begging for money in your Gmail? Veitch dives into the underbelly of our
absurd email scam culture, playing the scammers at their own game, and these are the
surprising, bizarre, and hilarious results.
Truth and lies are two sides of the same coin. But who's flipping it? A thought-provoking and
brilliantly entertaining work of nonfiction from one of the world's leading deceivers, the creator
and star of the astonishing theater show and forthcoming film In & Of Itself. Derek DelGaudio
believed he was a decent, honest man. But when irrefutable evidence to the contrary is found
in an old journal, his memories are reawakened and Derek is forced to confront--and try to
understand--his role in a significant act of deception from his past. Using his youthful notebook
entries as a road map, Derek embarks on a soulful, often funny, sometimes dark journey,
retracing the path that led him to a world populated by charlatans, card cheats, and con artists.
As stories are peeled away and artifices are revealed, Derek examines the mystery behind his
father's vanishing act, the secret he inherited from his mother, the obsession he developed
with sleight-of-hand that shaped his future, and the affinity he felt for the professional swindlers
who taught him how to deceive others. And once he finds himself working as a crooked dealer
in a big-money Hollywood card game, Derek begins to question his own sense of morality, and
discovers that even a master of deception can find himself trapped inside an illusion. A M O R
A L M A N is a wildly engaging exploration of the fictions we live as truths. It is ultimately a
book about the lies we tell ourselves and the realities we manufacture in others.
A nationally syndicated columnist furnishes an eye-opening exposé that reveals how a small
cadre of economic hucksters, obsessed with radical ideas that benefit no one but themselves
and their business interests, have seized control of the American political system to dictate the
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nation's policies and American agenda. Reprint.
'Utterly captivating. Carrick spins an exciting web of mystery, magic, and political treachery in a
richly drawn and innovative world.' S. A. Chakraborty, author of The City of Brass Darkly
magical and beautifully imagined, The Mask of Mirrors is the unmissable start to the Rook &
Rose trilogy, a rich and dazzling fantasy adventure in which a con artist, a vigilante, and a
crime lord must unite to save their city. Nightmares are creeping through the city of dreams . . .
Renata Virdaux is a con artist who has come to the sparkling city of Nadezra -- the city of
dreams -- with one goal: to trick her way into a noble house and secure her fortune and her
sister's future. But as she's drawn into the aristocratic world of House Traementis, she realises
her masquerade is just one of many surrounding her. And as corrupted magic begins to weave
its way through Nadezra, the poisonous feuds of its aristocrats and the shadowy dangers of its
impoverished underbelly become tangled -- with Ren at their heart. 'Wonderfully immersive--I
was unable to put it down.' Andrea Stewart, author of The Bone Shard Daughter 'An intricate,
compelling dream of a book' Melissa Caruso, author of The Tethered Mage 'I was utterly
entranced by this glittering world filled with masked vigilantes, cunning conwomen, and dark
magic. A sheer delight!' Katy Rose Pool, author of There Will Come A Darkness
This is a sceptical history of the internet/stock market boom. John Cassidy argues that what we
have just witnessed wasn't simply a stock market bubble; it was a social and cultural
phenomenon driven by broad historical forces. Cassidy explains how these forces combined to
produce the buying hysteria that drove the prices of loss-making companies into the
stratosphere. Much has been made of Alan Greenspan's phrase irrational exuberance, but
Cassidy shows that there was nothing irrational about what happened. The people involved fund managers, stock analysts, journalists and pundits - were simply acting in their own selfinterest.
A thrilling true crime caper, bursting with colorful characters and awash in ‘70s glamour, that
spotlights the FBI's first white-collar undercover sting 1977, the Thunderbird Motel. J.J. Wedick
and Jack Brennan—two fresh-faced, maverick FBI agents—were about to embark on one of their
agency's first wire-wearing undercover missions. Their target? Charismatic, globetrotting con
man Phil Kitzer, whom some called the world's greatest swindler. From the Thunderbird, the
three men took off to Cleveland, to Miami, to Hawaii, to Frankfurt, to the Bahamas—meeting
other members of Kitzer's crime syndicate and powerful politicians and businessmen he fooled
at each stop. But as the young agents, playing the role of proteges and co-conspirators,
became further entangled in Phil's outrageous schemes over their months on the road, they
also grew to respect him—even care for him. Meanwhile, Phil began to think of Jack and J.J. as
best friends, sharing hotel rooms and inside jokes with them and even competing with J.J. in
picking up women. Phil Kitzer was at the center of dozens of scams in which he swindled
millions of dollars, but the FBI was mired in a post-Watergate malaise and slow to pivot toward
a new type of financial crime that is now all too familiar. Plunging into the field with no
undercover training, the agents battled a creaky bureaucracy on their adventures with Phil,
hoping the FBI would recognize the importance of their mission. Even as they grew closer to
Phil, they recognized that their endgame—the swindler's arrest—was drawing near… Anchored by
larger-than-life characters, framed by exotic locales and an irresistible era, Chasing Phil is high
drama and propulsive reading, delivered by an effortless storyteller.
The timeless and practical advice in The Magic of Thinking Big clearly demonstrates how you
can: Sell more Manage better Lead fearlessly Earn more Enjoy a happier, more fulfilling life
With applicable and easy-to-implement insights, you’ll discover: Why believing you can
succeed is essential How to quit making excuses The means to overcoming fear and finding
confidence How to develop and use creative thinking and dreaming Why making (and getting)
the most of your attitudes is critical How to think right towards others The best ways to make
“action” a habit How to find victory in defeat Goals for growth, and How to think like a leader
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"Believe Big,” says Schwartz. “The size of your success is determined by the size of your
belief. Think little goals and expect little achievements. Think big goals and win big success.
Remember this, too! Big ideas and big plans are often easier -- certainly no more difficult - than
small ideas and small plans."
Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as childhood itself. I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings captures the longing of lonely children, the brute insult of
bigotry, and the wonder of words that can make the world right. Maya Angelou’s debut memoir
is a modern American classic beloved worldwide. Sent by their mother to live with their devout,
self-sufficient grandmother in a small Southern town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the
ache of abandonment and the prejudice of the local “powhitetrash.” At eight years old and
back at her mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man many times her age—and
has to live with the consequences for a lifetime. Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns that
love for herself, the kindness of others, her own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors (“I
met and fell in love with William Shakespeare”) will allow her to be free instead of imprisoned.
Poetic and powerful, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings will touch hearts and change minds for
as long as people read. “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings liberates the reader into life simply
because Maya Angelou confronts her own life with such a moving wonder, such a luminous
dignity.”—James Baldwin From the Paperback edition.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From an award-winning journalist at The Atlantic, these
searing essays make a damning case that cruelty is not merely an unfortunate byproduct of the
Trump administration but its main objective and the central theme of the American project. “No
writer better demonstrates how American dreams are so often sabotaged by American history.
Adam Serwer is essential.”—Ta-Nehisi Coates “Trump summoned the most treacherous forces
in American history and conducted them with the ease of a grand maestro.” Like many of us,
Adam Serwer didn’t know that Donald Trump would win the 2016 election. But over the four
years that followed, the Atlantic staff writer became one of our most astute analysts of the
Trump presidency and the volatile powers it harnessed. The shock that greeted Trump’s
victory, and the subsequent cruelty of his presidency, represented a failure to confront
elements of the American past long thought vanquished. In this searing collection, Serwer
chronicles the Trump administration not as an aberration but as an outgrowth of the
inequalities the United States was founded on. Serwer is less interested in the presidential
spectacle than in the ideological and structural currents behind Trump’s rise—including a media
that was often blindsided by the ugly realities of what the administration represented and how it
came to be. While deeply engaged with the moment, Serwer’s writing is also haunted by
ghosts of an unresolved American past, a past that torments the present. In bracing new
essays and previously published works, he explores white nationalism, myths about migration,
the political power of police unions, and the many faces of anti-Semitism. For all the dynamics
he examines, cruelty is the glue, the binding agent of a movement fueled by fear and
exclusion. Serwer argues that rather than pretending these four years didn’t happen or
dismissing them as a brief moment of madness, we must face what made them possible and
continues to endure. Unless we confront these toxic legacies, the fragile dream of American
multiracial democracy will remain vulnerable to the forces that have nearly destroyed it time
and again.

The Big Conservation Lie' is a wake up call focused on a field that has been 'front and
centre' of many people's hearts and minds in recent years; The conservation of Africa's
wildlife. It is a pursuit whose power to inspire is only rivalled by it's ability to blind it's
audience to reality. This book takes the reader through Kenya's conservation 'industry'
and the players therein with all their prejudices, weaknesses and commitment to
causes, many of which are indistinguishable from their personalities. It is a call to
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indigenous Africans to claim their place at the table where the management of their
natural resources is being discussed and invites well-meaning donors to look beyond
the romantic images and detect the possible role of their money in the
disenfranchisement of a people.
The New York Times Best Seller. Part biography, part critical appreciation, part love
letter, and all fun, this enormous full-color volume, packed with color film stills and
behind-the-scenes photography, chronicles every Murray performance in loving detail,
recounting all the milestones, legendary “Murray stories,” and controversies in the life
of this enigmatic performer. He’s played a deranged groundskeeper, a bellowing
lounge singer, a paranormal exterminator, and a grouchy weatherman. He is William
James “Bill” Murray, America’s greatest national treasure. From his childhood lugging
golf bags at a country club to his first taste of success on Saturday Night Live, from his
starring roles in Hollywood blockbusters to his reinvention as a hipster icon for the
twenty-first century, The Big Bad Book of Bill Murray chronicles every aspect of his
extraordinary life and career. He’s the sort of actor who can do Hamlet and Charlie’s
Angels in the same year. He shuns managers and agents, and he once agreed to voice
the lead in Garfield because he mistakenly believed it was a Coen Brothers film. He’s
famous for crashing house parties all over New York City—and if he keeps
photobombing random strangers, he might just break the Internet.
The Big ConThe Story of the Confidence ManAnchor
In this classic of children's literature, beloved by generations of readers and listeners,
the quiet poetry of the words and the gentle, lulling illustrations combine to make a
perfect book for the end of the day. In a great green room, tucked away in bed, is a little
bunny. "Goodnight room, goodnight moon." And to all the familiar things in the softly lit
room—to the picture of the three little bears sitting on chairs, to the clocks and his socks,
to the mittens and the kittens, to everything one by one—the little bunny says goodnight.
One of the most beloved books of all time, Goodnight Moon is a must for every
bookshelf and a time-honored gift for baby showers and other special events.
'Of all the gifters, the confidence man is the aristocrat, ' wrote David Maurer, a
proposition he definitively proved in The Big Con. A professor of linguistics who
specialised in underworld argot, Maurer won the trust of hundreds of swindlers. They let
him in on not simply their language, but their folkwrys and the astonishingly complex
and elaborate schemes whereby unsuspecting marks, hooked by their own greed and
dishonesty were 'taken off' - i. e. , cheated - of thousands upon thousands of dollars.
The products of amazing ingenuity, crack timing and attention to every last detail, these
'big cons', as thoroughly scripted and rehearsed as any Hollywood production, richly
deserve Maurer's description as 'the most effective swindling device which man has
ever invented. ' The Big Con is a treasure trove of American lingo (the write, the rag,
the pay-off, ropers, shills, the cold poke and the convincer) and indeliable characters
(Yellow Kid Weil, Barney the Patch, the Seldom-Seen Kid, Limehouse Chappie and
Larry the Lug). First published in 1940, The Big Con makes compelling reading whilst
being the most authentic and utterly authoritative study on the con artist and his game.
A sucker is still born every minute. In this modern and interconnected world, con-men
are lurking everywhere – it’s never been easier for them to dupe us, take from us, and
infiltrate our lives. One of the world’s leading and celebrated experts on con-games
takes the reader through the history of cons, how they’ve been updated to the modern
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age, how they work, how to spot them, and how to protect yourself from being the
victim of one. R. Paul Wilson is a con-man who works for the other side – our side. He
has spent a lifetime learning, performing, studying, and teaching about the ins and outs
of the con world in order to open up our eyes to the dangers lurking about us – and to
show us how not to get taken. Paul has never made a living as a con-man, profiting off
of marks – he has used his expertise throughout his life to help people avoid cons. In
this fascinating book, Paul takes the reader through the history and developments of
the con game, what elements from the past are based on basic human psychology and
have stood the test of time, what has been updated for the modern era and how it’s
getting used in the computer age, the structure of how these cons work, and – most
importantly - how to recognize one, protect yourself and your loved ones, and avoid
becoming just another sucker.
A whimsical resource for low-risk grifters provides a treasury of humorous tips and
historical facts about the art of the con, in a volume that outlines easy-to-follow swindles
that can be used to score free meals, good tickets, bar bets, and more.
It was a time of unregulated madness. And nowhere was it madder than in Chicago at
the dawn of the Roaring Twenties. Enter a slick, smooth-talking, charismatic lawyer
named Leo Koretz, who enticed hundreds of people to invest as much as $30
million—upward of $400 million today—in phantom timberland and nonexistent oil wells in
Panama. This rip-roaring tale of greed, financial corruption, dirty politics, over-the-top
and under-the-radar deceit, illicit sex, and a brilliant and wildly charming con man on
the town, then on the lam, is not only a rich and detailed account of a man and an era;
it’s a fascinating look at the methods of swindlers throughout history. As Model Ts
rumbled down Michigan Avenue, gang-war shootings announced Al Capone’s rise to
underworld domination. As bedecked partygoers thronged to the Drake Hotel’s opulent
banquet rooms, corrupt politicians held court in thriving speakeasies and the frenzy of
stock market gambling was rampant. Leo Koretz was the Bernie Madoff of his day, and
Dean Jobb shows us that the American dream of easy wealth is a timeless commodity.
“Intoxicating and impressively researched, Jobb’s immorality tale provides a sobering
post-Madoff reminder that those who think everything is theirs for the taking are
destined to be taken.” —The New York Times Book Review “Captivating . . . A story
that seems to be as American as it can get, and it’s told well.” —The Christian Science
Monitor “A masterpiece of narrative set-up and vivid language . . . Jobb vividly . . .
brings the Chicago of the 1880s and ‘90s to life.” —Chicago Tribune “This cautionary
tale of 1920s greed and excess reads like it could happen today.” —The Associated
Press

"It’s a startling and disconcerting read that should make you think twice every
time a friend of a friend offers you the opportunity of a lifetime.” —Erik Larson, #1
New York Times bestselling author of Dead Wake and bestselling author of Devil
in the White City Think you can’t get conned? Think again. The New York Times
bestselling author of Mastermind: How to Think Like Sherlock Holmes explains
how to spot the con before they spot you. “[An] excellent study of Con Artists,
stories & the human need to believe” –Neil Gaiman, via Twitter A compelling
investigation into the minds, motives, and methods of con artists—and the people
who fall for their cons over and over again. While cheats and swindlers may be a
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dime a dozen, true conmen—the Bernie Madoffs, the Jim Bakkers, the Lance
Armstrongs—are elegant, outsized personalities, artists of persuasion and
exploiters of trust. How do they do it? Why are they successful? And what keeps
us falling for it, over and over again? These are the questions that journalist and
psychologist Maria Konnikova tackles in her mesmerizing new book. From
multimillion-dollar Ponzi schemes to small-time frauds, Konnikova pulls together
a selection of fascinating stories to demonstrate what all cons share in common,
drawing on scientific, dramatic, and psychological perspectives. Insightful and
gripping, the book brings readers into the world of the con, examining the
relationship between artist and victim. The Confidence Game asks not only why
we believe con artists, but also examines the very act of believing and how our
sense of truth can be manipulated by those around us.
It's nighttime in the city and everybody's working a hustle. Winking bartenders
and smiling waitresses flirt their way to bigger tips. Hostesses and bouncers hit
up the crowd of would-be customers for bribes. And on the other side of the
velvet rope, single men and women are on a perpetual hunt to score - or at least
pick up a phone number. Ever...
The uproarious, bestselling true story of the world's most sought-after con man,
immortalized by Leonardo DiCaprio in DreamWorks' feature film of the same
name, from the author of Scam Me If You Can. Frank W. Abagnale, alias Frank
Williams, Robert Conrad, Frank Adams, and Robert Monjo, was one of the most
daring con men, forgers, imposters, and escape artists in history. In his brief but
notorious criminal career, Abagnale donned a pilot's uniform and copiloted a Pan
Am jet, masqueraded as the supervising resident of a hospital, practiced law
without a license, passed himself off as a college sociology professor, and
cashed over $2.5 million in forged checks, all before he was twenty-one. Known
by the police of twenty-six foreign countries and all fifty states as "The
Skywayman," Abagnale lived a sumptuous life on the lam—until the law caught up
with him. Now recognized as the nation's leading authority on financial foul play,
Abagnale is a charming rogue whose hilarious, stranger-than-fiction international
escapades, and ingenious escapes-including one from an airplane-make Catch
Me If You Can an irresistible tale of deceit.
A narrative history of con artistry in America documents the early 20th-century
efforts of J. Frank Norfleet to track down a gang of confidence men who swindled
him out of everything he had, in an account that places con artistry in America
against a backdrop of the nation's culture.
Anecdotal accounts of the most successful, most outrageous, and most expert
scammers, flim-flammers, swindlers, and sharpers of the past two hundred years
provide grist for Barnum's mill
In a classic urban-fiction tale, a light-skinned, blue-eyed black con man
nicknamed "White Folks" plans his most ambitious caper. Reissue.
When the first American tax on distilled spirits was established in 1791, violence
broke out in Pennsylvania. The resulting Whiskey Rebellion sent hundreds of
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families down the Ohio River by flatboat, stills on board, to settle anew in the
fertile bottomlands of Kentucky. Here they used cold limestone spring water to
make bourbon and found that corn produced even better yields of whiskey than
rye. Thus, the licit and illicit branches of the distilling industry grew up side-byside in the state. This is the story of the illicit side—the moonshiners' craft and
craftsmanship, as practiced in Kentucky. A glossary of moonshiner jargon sheds
light on such colorful terms as "puker," "slop," and "weed-monkey." With a new
foreword by author Wes Berry, David M. Maurer's classic history of this subject is
tongue-in-cheek, but nevertheless provides a realistic look at the Kentucky
moonshiner and the moonshining industry.
The definitive history of the covert struggle between Russia and America to
influence elections, why the threat to American democracy is greater than ever,
and what we can do about it. This is the first book to put the story of Russian
interference into a broader context ... Extraordinary and gripping (The New York
Times Book Review) Russia's interference in 2016 marked only the latest chapter
of a hidden and revelatory history. In Rigged, David Shimer tells the sweeping
story of covert electoral interference past and present. He exposes decades of
secret operations--by the KGB, the CIA, and Vladimir Putin's Russia--to shape
electoral outcomes, melding deep historical research with groundbreaking
interviews with more than 130 key players, from leading officials in both the
Trump and Obama administrations, to CIA and NSA directors, to a former KGB
general. What Americans should make of Russia's attack in 2016 is still hotly
debated, even after the Mueller report and years of media coverage. Shimer
shows that Putin's operation was, in fact, a continuation of an ongoing struggle,
using familiar weapons radically enhanced by new technology. Throughout
history and in 2016, both Russian and American operations achieved their
greatest success by influencing the way voters think, rather than tampering with
actual vote tallies. Casting aside partisanship and sensationalism, Rigged reveals
new details about what Russia achieved in 2016, how the Obama administration
responded, and why Putin has also been interfering covertly in elections across
the globe in recent years, while American presidents have largely refrained from
doing so. Shimer also makes disturbingly clear that this type of intrusion can be
used to harm Democrats and Republicans alike. Russia's central aim is to
undermine and disrupt our democracy, to the detriment of all Americans.
Understanding 2016 as one battle in a much longer war is essential to
understanding the critical threat currently posed to America's electoral
sovereignty and how to defend against it. Illuminating how the lessons of the past
can be used to protect our democracy in the future, Rigged is an essential book
for readers of every political persuasion.
A New York Times bestseller! “Lively and absorbing. . ." — The New York Times Book Review
"Engrossing." —Wall Street Journal “Entertaining and well-researched . . . ” —Houston
Chronicle Three noted Texan writers combine forces to tell the real story of the Alamo,
dispelling the myths, exploring why they had their day for so long, and explaining why the ugly
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fight about its meaning is now coming to a head. Every nation needs its creation myth, and
since Texas was a nation before it was a state, it's no surprise that its myths bite deep. There's
no piece of history more important to Texans than the Battle of the Alamo, when Davy Crockett
and a band of rebels went down in a blaze of glory fighting for independence from Mexico,
losing the battle but setting Texas up to win the war. However, that version of events, as
Forget the Alamo definitively shows, owes more to fantasy than reality. Just as the site of the
Alamo was left in ruins for decades, its story was forgotten and twisted over time, with the
contributions of Tejanos--Texans of Mexican origin, who fought alongside the Anglo
rebels--scrubbed from the record, and the origin of the conflict over Mexico's push to abolish
slavery papered over. Forget the Alamo provocatively explains the true story of the battle
against the backdrop of Texas's struggle for independence, then shows how the sausage of
myth got made in the Jim Crow South of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. As
uncomfortable as it may be to hear for some, celebrating the Alamo has long had an echo of
celebrating whiteness. In the past forty-some years, waves of revisionists have come at this
topic, and at times have made real progress toward a more nuanced and inclusive story that
doesn't alienate anyone. But we are not living in one of those times; the fight over the Alamo's
meaning has become more pitched than ever in the past few years, even violent, as Texas's
future begins to look more and more different from its past. It's the perfect time for a wise and
generous-spirited book that shines the bright light of the truth into a place that's gotten awfully
dark.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Who’s really following you on social media? The scam of
a lifetime brings together two wildly different women in this page-turning thriller about greed,
legacy, and betrayal from the New York Times bestselling author of Watch Me Disappear. An
ID Book Club Selection • “It’s Dynasty meets Patricia Highsmith.”—The Washington Post Nina
once bought into the idea that her fancy liberal arts degree would lead to a fulfilling career.
When that dream crashed, she turned to stealing from rich kids in L.A. alongside her wily Irish
boyfriend, Lachlan. Nina learned from the best: Her mother was the original con artist, hustling
to give her daughter a decent childhood despite their wayward life. But when her mom gets
sick, Nina puts everything on the line to help her, even if it means running her most audacious,
dangerous scam yet. Vanessa is a privileged young heiress who wanted to make her mark in
the world. Instead she becomes an Instagram influencer—traveling the globe, receiving free
clothes and products, and posing for pictures in exotic locales. But behind the covetable
façade is a life marked by tragedy. After a broken engagement, Vanessa retreats to her
family’s sprawling mountain estate, Stonehaven: a mansion of dark secrets not just from
Vanessa’s past, but from that of a lost and troubled girl named Nina. Nina’s, Vanessa’s, and
Lachlan’s paths collide here, on the cold shores of Lake Tahoe, where their intertwined lives
give way to a winter of aspiration and desire, duplicity and revenge. This dazzling, twisty,
mesmerizing novel showcases acclaimed author Janelle Brown at her best, as two brilliant,
damaged women try to survive the greatest game of deceit and destruction they will ever play.
Lowell, a former con man, reveals the secrets of cheating, scams, and hustles in this rollercoaster ride through bar bets, carnivals, Internet fraud, big and small cons, card and dice
games, and more.
Whiz Mob is David W. Maurer's classic study of the world of pickpockets. Similar to his bestknown work, The Big Con, in Whiz Mob Maurer explains the colorful expressions and vivid
words used by pickpockets and uses them to provide a window into the life and experiences of
the professional criminal. Although he is quick to point out that he never had any actual
experience on the racket, Maurer spent many years interviewing pickpockets and learning
about their way of life. The result is a fascinating look at the work, lives, morals, and dangers of
this element of the criminal subculture. Whiz Mob is essential reading for sociologists, linguists,
and everyone interested in the mystery and intrigue of the criminal underworld.
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