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The study of Syro-Mesopotamian civilization has greatly advanced in the past twenty-five years. In particular the renewed interest
in Eastern (or 'Mesopotamian') Syria has radically altered our understanding of not only the ancient Near East, but of the Bible as
well. With Syria east of the Euphrates becoming one of the most active areas of archaeological investigation in the entire Near
East, the need for a synthesis of this research and its integration with the Hebrew Bible has greatly increased.This volume charts
the state of our knowledge, following a general chronological flow, and will appeal not only to scholars of the ancient Near East but
also to Biblical specialists interested in the historical and religious backgrounds to the Israelite and Judahite kingdoms.
What role do texts play in religious practice? What is the relationship between these texts and cognition? Are some texts more
successful because they are better adapted to our cognitive structures? Why is biblical interpretation necessary, and what is the
cognitive process behind it? This book considers such questions, and fills the gap in research on religious texts and narratives in
the cognitive science of religion. The study of ancient religions and biblical studies are dominated by textual evidence. However,
the cognitive science of religion is lacking significant research on the language and textual interpretation of this literature. This
book presents a systematic attempt to redefine the interpretation of religious texts in a cognitive framework, providing concrete
textual analysis on a broad selection of biblical passages. It explores the ways that cognitive approaches to language and textual
interpretation expand the disciplines of the cognitive science of religion and biblical studies. This book brings together
methodology from the cognitive sciences, linguistics, philology, biblical studies, and religious studies, to offer a new perspective for
biblical studies and cognitive sciences. It presents a renewed vision of textual interpretation - one that aligns hermeneutical
reflection with our cognitive capacities.
Victorian Testaments examines the changing nature of biblical and religious authority during the first half of the Victorian period.
The book argues that these changes had a profound impact on concepts of cultural authority in general. Among the figures
discussed are Coleridge, Thomas Arnold, Ruskin, Dickens, Florence Nightingale, and the missionaries of the British and Foreign
Bible Society. In developing its picture of Victorian religious ideology, the book analyzes major works of the period, as well as
works and documents that have received little critical attention. Its methods are interdisciplinary, building upon recent ideas in
literary theory, cultural criticism, and gender studies. The book proposes that changes in religious faith and Bible reading tended in
two directions, the one a celebration of spiritual individualism, the other of the nuclear family. As the credibility of a supernatural
source for the scriptures diminished, the need for certainty in moral and religious matters was increasingly filled by the importance
attached to individual character. Those Victorians who nurtured their individual character on Bible reading were understood to
reveal the perfect spirit of the scriptures—just as the scriptures themselves, it seemed, could no longer do so. However, the desire
for religious heroes was counterpoised by another and highly sentimentalized model of the spiritual life, one where religious
authority was decentered across a social spectrum of fathers, mothers, and children. In this second direction explored by the book,
a complex economy of spiritual power and authority is created by the distribution of sexual, intellectual, and affective attributes to
figures who together constitute the nuclear family—one might say the secular holy family. By tracing these two narrative
patterns—the intellectual drama of the spiritual hero and the sentimental saga of the nuclear family—the author demonstrates that
the spirituality of many nineteenth-century texts was not an allegory of transcendence so much as a by-product of the narratives
themselves. A large-scale cultural confrontation with the disappearance of God was, to a certain extent, deferred by narratives that
picked up the slack in faith, creating performances of sacred power with characters who demonstrated either an awesome
religious interiority or a recognizably sentimental display of idealized femininity or childhood innocence.
Arguably the oldest book in the Bible, the book of Job has a surprising amount to say about some of the newest scientific
discoveries and controversies. Far from a book that is just about suffering, Job is filled with rich insight into both ancient and
modern questions about the formation of the world the difference between animals and humans cosmology dinosaurs and the
fossil record how to care for creation and more With careful consideration and exegesis, internationally known astrophysicist and
Christian apologist Hugh Ross adds yet another compelling argument to the case for the veracity of the biblical commentary on the
history of the universe, Earth, life, and humanity. Hidden Treasures in the Book of Job shows that the Bible is an accurate
predictor of scientific discoveries and a trustworthy source of scientific information, and that both the book of Scripture and the
book of nature are consistent both internally and externally.
G.A. Riplinger objectively and methodically documents the hidden alliance between new versions and the New Age Movement's
one world religion. If you only read one book on the version issue, this is the book! It is so powerful -- the devil despises it. This
international bestselling book is the result of an exhaustive six year collation of new Bible versions, their underlying Greek
manuscripts, editions, and editors. It objectively and methodically documents the hidden alliance between new versions and the
New Age Movement's one world religion. - Publisher.
The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly
images and numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the "Beast" will be destroyed and Christ will rule a new
Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
The essays reprinted in this volume capture the main contributions to international Hebrew and biblical scholarship by one of the leading
scholars of his time. Their profound learning and rigorous argument offer an example of scholarly writing at its best.
The Bible contains a variety of passages that defend the poor and champion the cause of the oppressed, but are these ancient texts able to
find a voice in confronting injustice in the modern world? 'Bible and Justice' examines the ways in which the Bible can speak to contemporary
poverty, environmental issues, and state-sponsored violence, whilst exploring the difficulties that arise when ancient concepts of justice are
applied to modern ideals. The book covers a range of topics from human rights to deaf biblical interpretation and from hospitality to corporate
globalization. Broad and accessible, 'Bible and Justice' will be an invaluable resource for students of religious and biblical studies.
Codex Sinaiticus, written in Greek in the fourth century, is the oldest surviving complete New Testament and one of the two oldest
manuscripts of the whole Bible. Since 2002, a major international project has been creating an electronic version of the manuscript and this
facsimile is based on that project. The facsimile reunites the text, now divided between the British Library, the National Library of Russia,
Saint Catherine's Monastery (Mount Sinai) and Leipzig University Library.
There are two strands woven together in the history of the Bible and its translations. One is the development of the biblical text: its materials,
texts, and translations. The second is the story of the men and women who went to great extremes, at times risking death, in order to provide
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their generation with the Word of God in a language that could be understood. David Ewert skillfully combines both these elements in this
informative and captivating book, beginning with what "Bible" means, how the Bible is organized, and how various books were named. He
explores such other matters as the development of the biblical languages, the canon and the history of the testaments, and early versions of
the Bible. English translations, from the time of Wycliffe to the present, are the focus of several chapters. A General Introduction to the Bible
is filled with photographs of ancient texts, pages from various Bibles, photographs of key individuals and settings -- all of which add
understanding to the Bible's history. Maps and charts show the development of languages, textual families, and the relationship of various
translations and revisions. There are suggested readings and an extensive glossary and index.
Barbara Kingsolver's acclaimed international bestseller tells the story of an American missionary family in the Congo during a poignant
chapter in African history. It spins the tale of the fierce evangelical Baptist, Nathan Price, who takes his wife and four daughters on a
missionary journey into the heart of darkness of the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with them to Africa all they believe they will need from
home, but soon find that all of it - from garden seeds to the King James Bible - is calamitously transformed on African soil. Told from the
perspective of the five women, this is a compelling exploration of African history, religion, family, and the many paths to redemption. The
Poisonwood Bible was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in 1999 and was chosen as the best reading group novel ever at the Penguin/Orange
Awards. It continues to be read and adored by millions worldwide.
Melchizedek is a mysterious figure to many people. Adopting discourse analysis and text-linguistic approaches, Chan attempts to tackle the
Melchizedek texts in Genesis 14, Psalm 110, and Hebrews 5-7. This seminal study illustrates how the mysterious figure is understood and
interpreted by later biblical writers, "... Using the “blessing” motif as a framework, Chan also argues that Numbers 22-24, 2 Samuel 7 and the
Psalter: Books I-V (especially Psalms 1-2) provide a reading paradigm of interpreting Psalm 110. In addition, the structure of Hebrews
provides a clue to how the author interprets the Old Testament texts.
More than 300 Bible or New Testament translations, including the popular King James Version, have been produced in English in the past
600 years. These various translations, both obscure and well-known, were undertaken by diligent individuals working either alone or in
committees known to number more than 100. This reference work provides information about the men and women who produced English
language translations. Arranged alphabetically by surname, each of the 346 entries includes biographical and vocational information; notes
on the various editions produced; samples of their translation; and other pertinent facts. In cases where translations were done by committee,
the chairpersons and project initiators are covered. Important anonymous translations are also included.
GaDangmes of Ghana claim through oral history that they are descendants of ancient Hebrew Israelites. They refer to themselves as
Yudafoi, meaning they are Jews. This book traces the origins of GaDangmes and their migration from ancient Israel, following the attack of
Israel by the Assyrians to their present abode in Ghana. The ancestors of the GaDangmes were ruled by Wulomei (The High Priesthood).
The book discusses GaDangme custom and traditions, including the Homowo Festival, Otufo/Dipo, circumcision, and outdooring
(sanctification) of the child after birth. These traditions and customs of GaDangmes are of Hebraic origins. GaDangmes names are like
genetic markers and are scattered throughout The Old Testament. Some of the names of their towns and villages bear Hebrew names.
Tamar Kemp describes the GaDangmes of Ghana as descendants of authentic biblical Hebrew/Israelites whose ancestors once reigned
supreme in the motherland. Joseph Nii Abekar Mensah, PhD., is currently a clinical/educational consultant with Progressive Learning Institute
& Counselling Services in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Dr. Mensah is the founder of GaDangme Heritage & Cultural Foundation. Born and
raised in Accra (Ganyobi), Ghana, the author pursued studies in applied biology in London, England, with specialization in pharmacology. He
also holds undergraduate and graduate degrees in psychology and in education. "I had always wanted to know why my people call
themselves 'Gamei, ' meaning 'Ga people.' I learned they are of Hebrew Israelite origins, possibly from the tribes of Gad and Dan."
Publisher's website: http: //sbpra.com/JosephNiiAbekarMensah
The Language of the King James BibleA. V. Publications CorporationReading the Bible through the eyes of AnotherBoD – Books on Demand
This Covenant experience will guide participants in a comprehensive, in-depth study of the Bible over twenty-four weeks. Unlike the learning
participants may have experienced in other groups, this in-depth study of the whole Bible emphasizes the biblical concept of covenant as a
unifying pattern through all the books in the Old and New Testaments. It underscores the unique relationship that God chooses to have with
us as God’s people. This relationship is grounded in the faithfulness of God’s love and on our ongoing commitment to stay in love with God
while we share signs of that love with others. Each episode connects to an aspect of this covenant relationship, which is summarized in the
heading of each participant guide. LIFE, AS WE ALL KNOW TOO WELL, IS IMPERFECT. Difficulties are inevitable. That’s why the final
eight-weeks, Trusting the Covenant, looks at the crises that sometimes call covenant life into question, and how we are restored to trust in
God when troubling things happen. This module discusses the loss of hope, and how it is restored by faithfulness in the midst of suffering.
From the story of Job, to the Hebrew exile, to the apocalyptic visions in Daniel and Revelation, we learn how faithful love is at work in
everything—to restore hope, freedom, and wholeness to our lives. Each participant in the group needs the Participant Guides and a Bible. The
CEB Study Bible is preferred. The Trusting Participant Guide is 8 weeks long, and has a lay flat binding making it easy to take notes in the
generous space provided on each page. The Trusting Participant Guide contains the following episodes: Episode 17: John; 1, 2, and 3 John
For John the God we meet in Jesus is the one who keeps coming into the world, going out of the way to be in relationship with us. Jesus
meets his followers in whatever ways they need with new and abundant life. Jesus draws people back into community and promises the Holy
Spirit to those who follow him. Episode 18: Psalms Psalms are songs, poems, and prayers to and about God. There is diversity of authorship
across the Psalms. Three major types of psalms are laments, thanksgiving psalms, and psalms of praise. The psalms are user-friendly and
give voice to our conflicts, confessions, and cries for God’s rescuing help. The Psalms teach us how to pray and that God’s primary
character trait is faithful love. Episode 19: Job Like the Bible as a whole, the book of Job offers a number of voices or perspectives. Job
stages difficult human questions such as, “Why do human beings worship God?” or “Why do people suffer?” and even, “what is God’s role
in suffering?” The book of Job also asks, “Does good behavior bring blessing?” and “Does bad behavior bring curse and suffering?”
Episode 20: Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel Jeremiah, Lamentations, and Ezekiel offer three different perspectives on the same
catastrophic event: the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem in 587 CE and the exile of God’s people to a foreign land. These books affirm
the power of lingering with sorrow so we can hear the voices of those who are suffering. Any hope found in these books remains in the
promise that God will bring life to dry bones or write a new covenant on hearts in a blessed but distant future. Episode 21: Isaiah 40-66 The
story of how Israel gained and lost the land becomes a treasure that they carry with them into exile. The poetry in these passages is written to
inspire and invite God’s homesick people in Babylon to become pioneers and return home to Israel. The God of Israel is no regional deity but
is the one and only God of all, everywhere and all the time. Through fire and water, chaos and captivity, the people called by God and
redeemed by God also belong to God. Episode 22: 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah The people returning home from exile in successive
waves must rebuild their whole way of life. Ezra and Nehemiah look at the practical need for city walls and a center for worship. The
Chronicler stresses the importance of “re-remembering” our story in the right way in order to understand who we are in this new life. The
practices that sustained the people in exile will define a people who weren’t old enough to remember life before exile. Episode 23:
Apocalyptic—Daniel Apocalyptic literature is not primarily about future events. It looks at traumatic events in the present and finds a divine plan
at work. By using vivid symbols and imagery, the court tales and visions of Daniel stress that God is ultimately controls human events. The
identity of faithful people is defined by living faithfully according to the covenant teachings in a context where those values are under threat.
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Faith has its price, but our hope in God empowers us to never give up. Episode 24: Revelation Revelation is a book written for poor people
struggling under great duress. It uses vivid, terrifying images to express God’s unswerving faithfulness and the faithfulness of those who
stand firm in the face of dehumanizing forces in the world. The symbol of hope in Revelation is the new creation and loyal love between God
and the faithful. This symbol provides comfort, courage, and assurance that the one who made a covenant with all things at the very
beginning will be with us at the end of all things. More Questions? Visit http://covenantbiblestudy.com/ for more information.
Man's language certainly is one of the most important elements distinguishing him from the other creatures roaming the earth. According to
Martin Heidegger, it is the " House of Being, " man's home and what shapes his own nature. This metaphor is the starting point of the present
work, which aims at telling the (hi)story of the relationship between man's language and his being, using the biblical narrative as a roadmap
giving us a vision of the origin of language, of its evolution, and of its end. The biblical narrative here serves as a source for the creation of a "
meta-narrative, " that is, a new narrative that depicts the metaphysical world opened up by language: the (hi)story of man's relationship with
the house of being. Based on the description offered by the Bible, this meta-narrative tells how the House of Being comes to be built. It
describes how this house becomes a village composed of scattered houses following the confusion of tongues at Babel; how the introduction
of literacy radically transforms their dwellers' relation to their own temporality, and how the learning of a foreign language, which comes as a
consequence of the Babylonian captivity , offers man the opportunity to appropriate a foreign house and leads him to a homecoming that
unveils the nature of his home. Following the Pentecost, the village formed by all the houses becomes a city, as men begin to translate the
scriptures into every language, that is, as exchanges occur between all the houses. Finally, the end of language and its relation with man's
destiny is examined, in relation to the last days. Rooted in the philosophy of Heidegger and the spirituality of Karfried graf von Dürckheim, this
work proposes a new vision of the nature of language and of its role in man's destiny, one that uses the Bible as a guide but that is
nonetheless not bound by its horizon.
Looking into the translation, publication, circulation and use of the Mandarin Bible, this book examines the relationship between Protestant
Bible translation and the development of Mandarin into the national language of China during the late Qing and Republican era.
Early Americans have long been considered "A People of the Book" Because the nickname was coined primarily to invoke close associations
between Americans and the Bible, it is easy to overlook the central fact that it was a book-not a geographic location, a monarch, or even a
shared language-that has served as a cornerstone in countless investigations into the formation and fragmentation of early American culture.
Few books can lay claim to such powers of civilization-altering influence. Among those which can are sacred books, and for Americans
principal among such books stands the Bible. This Handbook is designed to address a noticeable void in resources focused on analyzing the
Bible in America in various historical moments and in relationship to specific institutions and cultural expressions. It takes seriously the fact
that the Bible is both a physical object that has exercised considerable totemic power, as well as a text with a powerful intellectual design that
has inspired everything from national religious and educational practices to a wide spectrum of artistic endeavors to our nation's politics and
foreign policy. This Handbook brings together a number of established scholars, as well as younger scholars on the rise, to provide a
scholarly overview--rich with bibliographic resources--to those interested in the Bible's role in American cultural formation.
If you enjoy a book of substance, beautifully packaged, you’ll love the classic 365-day devotional Daily Light on the Daily Path. For two
centuries, this book has informed, encouraged, and challenged readers with its unique, all-scripture approach to readings—each day’s entry
is carefully woven from several scriptures from both the Old and New Testaments. The beloved King James Version is used throughout, and
references are included with each reading. Handsomely packaged for gift-giving, this substantial yet never overwhelming devotional will
provide you Daily Light on the Daily Path.
This book reveals the mother of all conspiracies. It sets forth biblical proof and irrefutable evidence that will cause the scales to fall from your
eyes and reveal that the world you thought existed is a myth. The most universally accepted scientific belief today is that the earth is a globe,
spinning on its axis at a speed of approximately 1,000 miles per hour at the equator, while at the same time it is orbiting the sun at
approximately 66,600 miles per hour. All of this is happening as the sun, in turn, is supposed to be hurtling through the Milky Way galaxy at
approximately 500,000 miles per hour. The Milky Way galaxy, itself, is alleged to be racing through space at a speed ranging from 300,000 to
1,340,000 miles per hour. What most people are not told is that the purported spinning, orbiting, and speeding through space has never been
proven. In fact, every scientific experiment that has ever been performed to determine the motion of the earth has proven that the earth is
stationary. Yet, textbooks ignore the scientific proof that contradicts the myth of a spinning and orbiting globe. Christian schools have been
hoodwinked into teaching heliocentrism, despite the clear teaching in the bible that the earth is not a sphere and does not move. This book
reveals the evil forces behind the heliocentric deception, and why scientists and the Christian churches have gone along with it.
Severine Brock's first language was Ga, yet it was not surprising when, in 1842, she married Edward Carstensen. He was the last governor of
Christiansborg, the fort that, in the eighteenth century, had been the center of Danish slave trading in West Africa. She was the descendant of
Ga-speaking women who had married Danish merchants and traders. Their marriage would have been familiar to Gold Coast traders going
back nearly 150 years. In Daughters of the Trade, Pernille Ipsen follows five generations of marriages between African women and Danish
men, revealing how interracial marriage created a Euro-African hybrid culture specifically adapted to the Atlantic slave trade. Although
interracial marriage was prohibited in European colonies throughout the Atlantic world, in Gold Coast slave-trading towns it became a
recognized and respected custom. Cassare, or "keeping house," gave European men the support of African women and their kin, which was
essential for their survival and success, while African families made alliances with European traders and secured the legitimacy of their
offspring by making the unions official. For many years, Euro-African families lived in close proximity to the violence of the slave trade.
Sheltered by their Danish names and connections, they grew wealthy and influential. But their powerful position on the Gold Coast did not
extend to the broader Atlantic world, where the link between blackness and slavery grew stronger, and where Euro-African descent did not
guarantee privilege. By the time Severine Brock married Edward Carstensen, their world had changed. Daughters of the Trade uncovers the
vital role interracial marriage played in the coastal slave trade, the production of racial difference, and the increasing stratification of the early
modern Atlantic world.
For over 50 years students, professors, clergy, and general readers have relied on The New Oxford Annotated Bible as an unparalleled
authority in Study Bibles. This fifth edition of the Annotated, thumb-indexed and in a protective two-piece box, remains the best way to study
and understand the Bible at home or in the classroom. This thoroughly revised and substantially updated edition contains the best
scholarship informed by recent discoveries and anchored in the solid Study Bible tradition. · Introductions and extensive annotations for each
book by acknowledged experts in the field provide context and guidance. · Introductory essays on major groups of biblical writings Pentateuch, Prophets, Gospels, and other sections - give readers an overview that guides more intensive study. · General essays on history,
translation matters, different canons in use today, and issues of daily life in biblical times inform the reader of important aspects of biblical
study. · Maps and diagrams within the text contextualize where events took place and how to understand them. · Color maps give readers the
geographical orientation they need for understanding historical accounts throughout the Bible. · Timelines, parallel texts, weights and
measures, calendars, and other helpful tables help navigate the biblical world. · An extensive glossary of technical terms demystifies the
language of biblical scholarship. · An index to the study materials eases the way to the quick location of information. The New Oxford
Annotated Bible, with twenty new essays and introductions and others--as well as annotations--fully revised, offers the reader flexibility for
any learning style. Beginning with a specific passage or a significant concept, finding information for meditation, sermon preparation, or
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academic study is straightforward and intuitive. A volume that users will want to keep for continued reference, The New Oxford Annotated
Bible continues the Oxford University Press tradition of providing excellence in scholarship for the general reader. Generations of users attest
to its status as the best one-volume Bible reference tool for any home, library, or classroom.
Revised & Updated Edition! God is love. Crazy, relentless, all-powerful love. Have you ever wondered if we're missing it? It's crazy, if you
think about it. The God of the universe—the Creator of nitrogen and pine needles, galaxies and E-minor—loves us with a radical, unconditional,
self-sacrificing love. And what is our typical response? We go to church, sing songs, and try not to cuss. Whether you've verbalized it yet or
not, we all know something's wrong. Does something deep inside your heart long to break free from the status quo? Are you hungry for an
authentic faith that addresses the problems of our world with tangible, even radical, solutions? God is calling you to a passionate love
relationship with Himself. Because the answer to religious complacency isn't working harder at a list of do's and don'ts—it's falling in love with
God. And once you encounter His love, as Francis describes it, you will never be the same. Because when you're wildly in love with
someone, it changes everything. Learn more about Crazy Love at www.crazylovebook.com.

What is the role of performance in faith practices? How is performance understood in and across a range of faith settings? How
are performance and faith conceptualised through different academic disciplines? This collection of essays addresses these
questions, and others, as it explores the complex relationship present in the nexus between faith and performance. A naturally
inter-disciplinary work, this book contains contributions from a diverse group of scholars representing a wide range of
methodologies and theoretical perspectives. As sociolinguists explore how language performance shapes and is shaped by faith,
social anthropologists and psychologists examine how identity performance is crucial in negotiating faith identities, and scholars
from theatre and performance studies engage with ways material settings are performatively transfigured to create sacred spaces
(to mention but a few approaches covered in this book), the reader is taken on a journey of the world’s faiths and their diverse
practices.
This book marks an important step on an intercultural spiritual journey in the EMS fellowship of 28 churches and mission societies
in Africa, Asia, Europe and the Middle East. It reflects on exciting and challenging experiences during a 15-year process of
Reading the Bible through the Eyes of Another. During three project periods, approximately 250 groups in 20 different countries
teamed up. They aimed to exchange and share as intercultural pairs of partner groups on how biblical texts spoke into their
respective lives. Several international workshops in Africa, Asia and Europe provided opportunities for intensive personal
encounters adopting various methods and approaches to learn from each other, to worship together, and to celebrate life in
diversity. In 2018, a workshop in Bangalore, India, with participating scholars from various theological institutions in the EMS
fellowship embarked on an effort to combine the participatory grassroots approach with academic reflection.
This book focuses on language, culture, and identity in nineteen countries in Africa. Leading specialists, mainly from Africa,
describe national linguistic and political histories, assess the status of majority and minority languages, and consider the role of
language in ethnic conflict.
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