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A sweeping, interdisciplinary history of the world's
third-largest river, a potent symbol across South Asia
and the Hindu diaspora Originating in the Himalayas
and flowing into the Bay of Bengal, the Ganges is
India's most important and sacred river. In this
unprecedented work, historian Sudipta Sen tells the
story of the Ganges, from the communities that
arose on its banks to the merchants that navigated
its waters, and the way it came to occupy center
stage in the history and culture of the subcontinent.
Sen begins his chronicle in prehistoric India, tracing
the river's first settlers, its myths of origin in the
Hindu tradition, and its significance during the
ascendancy of popular Buddhism. In the following
centuries, Indian empires, Central Asian regimes,
European merchants, the British Empire, and the
Indian nation-state all shaped the identity and
ecology of the river. Weaving together geography,
environmental politics, and religious history, Sen
offers in this lavishly illustrated volume a remarkable
portrait of one of the world's largest and most
densely populated river basins.
Winner of the 2017 James M. Blaut Award from the
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Cultural and Political Ecology Specialty Group of the
Association of American GeographersHonorable
Mention for the 2016 Book Prize from the
Association for Political and Legal Anthropology
Since the 1960s, when Brazil first encouraged largescale Amazonian colonization, violence and
confusion have often accompanied national policies
concerning land reform, corporate colonization,
indigenous land rights, environmental protection, and
private homesteading. Conjuring Property shows
how, in a region that many perceive to be stateless,
colonists - from highly capitalized ranchers to
landless workers - adopt anticipatory stances while
they await future governance intervention regarding
land tenure. For Amazonian colonists, property is a
dynamic category that becomes salient in the
making: it is conjured through papers, appeals to
state officials, and the manipulation of landscapes
and memories of occupation. This timely study will
be of interest to development studies scholars and
practitioners, conservation ecologists, geographers,
and anthropologists.
What happens when a distant colonial power tries to
tame an unfamiliar terrain in the world's largest tidal
delta? This history of dramatic ecological changes in
the Bengal Delta from 1760 to 1920 involves land,
water and humans, tracing the stories and struggles
that link them together. Pushing beyond narratives of
environmental decline, Bhattacharyya argues that
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'property-thinking', a governing tool critical in making
land and water discrete categories of bureaucratic
and legal management, was at the heart of colonial
urbanization and the technologies behind the
draining of Calcutta. The story of ecological change
is narrated alongside emergent practices of land
speculation and transformation in colonial law.
Bhattacharyya demonstrates how this history
continues to shape our built environments with
devastating consequences, as shown in the Bay of
Bengal's receding coastline.
In this comparative, interdisciplinary study based on
extensive fieldwork as well as historical sources,
Janet Sturgeon examines the different trajectories of
landscape change and land use among communities
who call themselves Akha (known as Hani in China)
in contrasting political contexts. She shows how,
over the last century, processes of state formation,
construction of ethnic identity, and regional security
concerns have contributed to very different
outcomes for Akha and their forests in China and
Thailand, with Chinese Akha functioning as citizens
and grain producers, and Akha in Thailand being
viewed as "non-Thai" forest destroyers. The modern
nation-state grapples with local power hierarchies on
the periphery of the nation, with varied outcomes.
Citizenship in China helps Akha better protect a fluid
set of livelihood practices that confer benefits on
them and their landscape. Denied such citizenship in
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Thailand, Akha are helpless when forests and other
resources are ruthlessly claimed by the state.
Drawing on current anthropological debates on the
state in Southeast Asia and more generally on
debates on property theory, states and minorities,
and political ecology, Sturgeon shows how people
live in a continuous state of negotiated boundaries political, social, and ecological. This pioneering
comparison of resource access and land use among
historically related peoples in two nation-states will
be welcomed by scholars of political ecology,
environmental anthropology, ethnicity, and politics of
state formation in East and Southeast Asia.
The State of the World's Land and Water Resources
for Food and Agriculture is FAO's first flagship
publication on the global status of land and water
resources. It is an 'advocacy' report, to be published
every three to five years, and targeted at senior level
decision makers in agriculture as well as in other
sectors. SOLAW is aimed at sensitizing its target
audience on the status of land resources at global
and regional levels and FAO's viewpoint on
appropriate recommendations for policy formulation.
SOLAW focuses on these key dimensions of
analysis: (i) quantity, quality of land and water
resources, (ii) the rate of use and sustainable
management of these resources in the context of
relevant socio-economic driving factors and
concerns, including food security and poverty, and
Page 4/32

Access Free The Bengal Delta Ecology State And
Social Change 1840 1943 Cambridge Imperial And
Post Colonial Studies Series
climate change. This is the first time that a global,
baseline status report on land and water resources
has been made. It is based on several global spatial
databases (e.g. land suitability for agriculture, land
use and management, land and water degradation
and depletion) for which FAO is the worldrecognized data source. Topical and emerging
issues on land and water are dealt with in an
integrated rather than sectoral manner. The
implications of the status and trends are used to
advocate remedial interventions which are tailored to
major farming systems within different geographic
regions.
Can secularisation in the legal and political domains
settle modernitys scores with religion?Anton SchAtz
and Marinos Diamantides provide a genealogical
mapping of the universalisation/secularisation thesis
that is both widely saluted and mistrusted as master
narrative of modern political and normative history.
Questions the outdated suggestions of Carl Schmitts
political theologyBuilds upon a refined version of
Giorgio Agambens close-reading of Christian
government as managementIdentifies WesternChristian tensions within jurisprudenceConcludes
that what the Wests secular universality is passing
off as 'politics' or 'law' is really an attempt to manage
its own dwindling primacy
Bangladesh did not exist as an independent state
until 1971. Willem van Schendel's state-of-the-art
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history navigates the extraordinary twists and turns
that created modern Bangladesh through ecological
disaster, colonialism, partition, a war of
independence and cultural renewal. In this revised
and updated edition, Van Schendel offers a
fascinating and highly readable account of life in
Bangladesh over the last two millennia. Based on
the latest academic research and covering the
numerous historical developments of the 2010s, he
provides an eloquent introduction to a fascinating
country and its resilient and inventive people. A
perfect survey for travellers, expats, students and
scholars alike.
India’s partition in 1947 and the creation of
Bangladesh in 1971 saw the displacement and
resettling of millions of Muslims and Hindus,
resulting in profound transformations across the
region. A third of the region’s population sought
shelter across new borders, almost all of them
resettling in the Bengal delta itself. A similar number
were internally displaced, while others moved to the
Middle East, North America and Europe. Using a
creative interdisciplinary approach combining
historical, sociological and anthropological
approaches to migration and diaspora this book
explores the experiences of Bengali Muslim migrants
through this period of upheaval and transformation. It
draws on over 200 interviews conducted in Britain,
India, and Bangladesh, tracing migration and
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settlement within, and from, the Bengal delta region
in the period after 1947. Focussing on migration and
diaspora ‘from below’, it teases out fascinating
‘hidden’ migrant stories, including those of women,
refugees, and displaced people. It reveals surprising
similarities, and important differences, in the
experience of Muslim migrants in widely different
contexts and places, whether in the towns and
hamlets of Bengal delta, or in the cities of Britain.
Counter-posing accounts of the structures that frame
migration with the textures of how migrants shape
their own movement, it examines what it means to
make new homes in a context of diaspora. The book
is also unique in its focus on the experiences of
those who stayed behind, and in its analysis of
ruptures in the migration process. Importantly, the
book seeks to challenge crude attitudes to ‘Muslim’
migrants, which assume their cultural and religious
homogeneity, and to humanize contemporary
discourses around global migration. This groundbreaking new research offers an essential
contribution to the field of South Asian Studies,
Diaspora Studies, and Society and Culture Studies.
When did categories such as a national space and
economy acquire self-evident meaning and a global
reach? Why do nationalist movements demand a
territorial fix between a particular space, economy,
culture, and people? Producing India mounts a
formidable challenge to the entrenched practice of
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methodological
nationalism
that has accorded an
exaggerated privilege to the nation-state as a dominant
unit of historical and political analysis. Manu Goswami
locates the origins and contradictions of Indian
nationalism in the convergence of the lived experience of
colonial space, the expansive logic of capital, and
interstate dynamics. Building on and critically extending
subaltern and postcolonial perspectives, her study shows
how nineteenth-century conceptions of India as a
bounded national space and economy bequeathed an
enduring tension between a universalistic political
economy of nationhood and a nativist project that
continues to haunt the present moment. Elegantly
conceived and judiciously argued, Producing India will be
invaluable to students of history, political economy,
geography, and Asian studies.
Linking four continents over three centuries, Selling
Empire demonstrates the centrality of India--both as an
idea and a place--to the making of a global British
imperial system. In the seventeenth century, Britain was
economically, politically, and militarily weaker than India,
but Britons increasingly made use of India's strengths to
build their own empire in both America and Asia. Early
English colonial promoters first envisioned America as a
potential India, hoping that the nascent Atlantic colonies
could produce Asian raw materials. When this vision
failed to materialize, Britain's circulation of Indian
manufactured goods--from umbrellas to cottons--to
Africa, Europe, and America then established an empire
of goods and the supposed good of empire. Eacott
recasts the British empire's chronology and geography
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by situating
the Studies
development
of consumer culture, the
American Revolution, and British industrialization in the
commercial intersections linking the Atlantic and Indian
Oceans. From the seventeenth into the nineteenth
century and beyond, the evolving networks, ideas, and
fashions that bound India, Britain, and America shaped
persisting global structures of economic and cultural
interdependence.
The Congress "Arsenic in the Environment" offers an
international, multi- and interdisciplinary discussion
platform for research and innovation aimed towards a
holistic solution to the problem posed by the
environmental toxin arsenic, with significant societal
impact. The Congress has focused on cutting edge and
breakthrough research in physical, chemical,
toxicological, medical, agricultural and other specific
issues on arsenic across a broader environmental realm.
The Biennial Congress "Arsenic in the Environment" was
first organized in Mexico City (As2006) followed by
As2008 in Valencia (Spain), As2010 in Tainan (Chinese
Taiwan), As2012 in Cairns (Australia), As2014 in Buenos
Aires (Argentina) and As2016 in Stockholm (Sweden).
The 7th International Congress As2018 was held July
1-6, 2018, in Beijing, P. R. China and was entitled
Environmental Arsenic in a Changing World. The
Congress addressed the broader context of arsenic
research aligned on the following themes: Theme 1:
Arsenic Behaviour in Changing Environmental Media
Theme 2: Arsenic in a Changing Agricultural Ecosystem
Theme 3: Health Impacts of Environmental Arsenic
Theme 4: Technologies for Arsenic Immobilization and
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and Management Arsenic in drinking water (mainly
groundwater) has emerged as an issue of global health
concern. During last decade, the presence of arsenic in
rice, possibly also other food of plant origins, has
attained increasing attention. This is particularly true in
the Asian countries, where the use of high arsenic
groundwater as source of irrigation water and drinking
water has been flagged as severe health concern. This
has been accentuated by elevating arsenic
concentrations in deep groundwater recharged from
shallow high arsenic groundwater, which may have
further detrimental effects on public health. Notably,
China has been in the forefront of research on arsenic
biogeochemical cycling, health effects of arsenic,
technologies for arsenic removal, and sustainable
mitigation measures. The Congress has attracted
professionals involved in different segments of
interdisciplinary research on arsenic in an open forum,
and strengthened relations between academia, research
institutions, government and non-governmental
agencies, industries, and civil society organizations to
share an optimal ambience for exchange of knowledge.
Groundbreaking analysis of how colonialism created new
conceptual categories and spatial forms that reshaped
rural societies. This book examines how, over colonial
times, the diverse practices and customs of an existing
rural universe—with its many forms of livelihood—were
reshaped to create a new agrarian world of settled
farming. While focusing on Punjab, India, this
pathbreaking analysis offers a broad argument about the
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the fantasy of imperialism, it
says, is to make the universe afresh. Such radical
change, Neeladri Bhattacharya shows, is as much
conceptual as material. Agrarian colonization was a
process of creating spaces that conformed to the
demands of colonial rule. It entailed establishing a
regime of categories—tenancies, tenures, properties,
habitations—and a framework of laws that made the
change possible. Agrarian colonization was in this sense
a deep conquest. Colonialism, the book suggests, has
the power to revisualize and reorder social relations and
bonds of community. It alters the world radically, even
when it seeks to preserve elements of the old. The
changes it brings about are simultaneously cultural,
discursive, legal, linguistic, spatial, social, and economic.
Moving from intent to action, concepts to practices, legal
enactments to court battles, official discourses to
folklore, this book explores the conflicted and dialogic
nature of a transformative process. By analyzing this
great conquest, and the often silent ways in which it
unfolds, the book asks every historian to rethink the
practice of writing agrarian history and reflect on the
larger issues of doing history. Neeladri Bhattacharya
taught at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi for
forty-one years, from which he retired in 2017 as
Professor of History. He has been a Fellow of St.
Antony’s College, Oxford, and has held visiting
professorships in Europe, South Africa, and the United
States.
Explores how the British Empire responded to the
environmental challenges of the world's largest tidal
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In its struggle for independence, Bangladesh became the
focal point of world attention in the early 1970s. It
emerged victorious, but its development was hindered by
the after-effects of the war—the destruction of much of its
infrastructure, problems of governmental change, and
the enormous difficulties faced by government and aid
officials in assembling a data base for long-range
planning. Professor Rashid's book—the first major
comprehensive geographic inventory of
Bangladesh—provides the key elements for such a base.
Emphasizing the rural and agricultural characteristics of
the country, it also covers in depth its physiography,
hydrography, climate, soils, land utilization, migration
and settlement patterns, transportation infrastructure,
and human and natural resources.
Broadens the parameters of religious studies by
accounting for material acts that help shape religious
worlds. In Material Acts in Everyday Hindu Worlds, Joyce
Burkhalter Flueckiger analyzes the agency of
materiality—the ability of materials to have an effect on
both humans and deities—beyond human intentions.
Using materials from three regions where Flueckiger
conducted extensive fieldwork, she begins with Indian
understandings of the agency of ornaments that have the
desired effects of protecting women and making them
more auspicious. Subsequent chapters bring in
examples of materiality that are agentive beyond human
intentions, from a south Indian goddess tradition where
female guising transforms the aggressive masculinity of
men who wear saris, braids, and breasts to the presence
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of cement
images
of Ravana
in Chhattisgarh, which
perform alternative theologies and ideologies to those of
dominant textual traditions of the Ramayana epic.
Deeply ethnographic and accessibly written, Material
Acts in Everyday Hindu Worlds expands our
understanding of material agency as well as the
parameters of religion more broadly. Joyce Burkhalter
Flueckiger is Professor of Religion at Emory University.
She is the author of several books, including Everyday
Hinduism; When the World Becomes Female: Guises of
a South Indian Goddess; and In Amma’s Healing Room:
Gender and Vernacular Islam in South India.
Political ecology has developed as an academic
discipline in reaction to the increased concern of nations
and individuals about humanity's adverse impact on the
environment and the ways international bodies have
moved to counter this impact. This new text draws
together international experts at the cutting edge of this
new field to focus on real world examples of problems
and the tension between developed and developing
states.

Environmental Flows describes the timing, quality,
and quantity of water flows required to sustain
freshwater and estuarine ecosystems and the
human well-being and livelihoods that depend upon
them. It answers crucial questions about the flow of
water within and between different kinds of
ecosystems. What happens when the flow or the
availability of water is curtailed or diverted, either
naturally or by human activity? How will climate
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change alter the availability of water and impact
aquatic ecosystems? Methodological developments
from the simplest hydrological formulas to largescale frameworks that inform water management
make this book a must-read for water managers and
freshwater and estuarine ecologists contending with
ever-changing conditions influencing the flow of
water.
The Bengal DeltaEcology, State and Social Change,
1840–1943Springer
This book is a critical account of the disconnected
nature of governance, conservation and livelihood
initiatives in the Indian Sundarbans, an active delta
that spreads over 25,500 sq. km across India and
Bangladesh and lies in the Bay of Bengal. It draws a
holistic picture of the disaster-prone delta in eastern
India, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and
also one of the largest tracts of mangrove forests in
the world. The author juxtaposes the vulnerable lives
and frequently displaced existence of the islanders
against the dominant strategies of conservation and
development followed by the state.
The book discusses the indispensable connection
between the environment and health via all possible
aspects, focussing on human interactions with the
environment. The multi-dimensional field of
environmental and human health perspectives with
emerging issues and current trends is illustrated
through supporting case studies, reviews, research
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reports and examples. It also covers crucial areas of
research such as vector control in a tropical climate,
influence of climate change on human health and so
forth, including proliferation of microbial diseases.
Environmental, health and safety guidelines are
discussed as well. Aimed at graduate students and
researchers in environmental and medical sciences,
health and safety, and ecology, this book Highlights
interdisciplinary aspects of environmental changes
and associated health risks Explains different
aspects of environmental pollution and health risks
Includes dedicated chapters on global epidemics
and biomedical and municipal waste Contains case
studies pertaining to different health and safety
issues.
The storm came on the night of 31 October. It was a
full moon, and the tides were at their peak; the great
rivers of eastern Bengal were full of monsoon rain. In
the early hours the inhabitants of the coast and
islands were overtaken by an immense wave from
the Bay of Bengal -- a wall of water that reached a
height of 40 feet in some places. The wave swept
away everything in its path, drowning around
215,000 people. At least another 100,000 died in the
cholera epidemic and famine that followed. It was
the worst calamity of its kind in recorded history.
Such events are often described as "natural
disasters." Kingsbury turns that interpretation on its
head, showing that the cyclone of 1876 was not
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simply a "natural" event, but one shaped by all-toohuman patterns of exploitation and inequality -- by
divisions within Bengali society, and the enormous
disparities of political and economic power that
characterized British rule on the subcontinent. With
Bangladesh facing rising sea levels and stronger,
more frequent storms, there is every reason to revisit
this terrible calamity. An Imperial Disaster is
troubling but essential reading: history for an age of
climate change.
This book analyses the character of British rule in
nineteenth-century India, by focusing on the
underlying ideas and the practical repercussions of
agrarian policy. It argues that the great rent law
debate and the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885 helped
constitute a revolution in the effective aims of
government and in the colonial ability to interfere in
India, but that they did so alongside a continuing
weakness of understanding and in effective local
control. In particular, the book considers the
importance of notions of historical rights and
economic progress to the false categorisations made
of agrarian structure. It shows that the Tenancy Act
helped to widen social disparities in rural Bihar, and
to create political interests on the land.
The works presented in this collection take
environmental scholarship in South Asia into novel
territory by exploring how questions of national
identity become entangled with environmental
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concerns in Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, and India.
The essays provide insight into the motivations of
colonial and national governments in controlling or
managing nature, and bring into fresh perspective
the different kinds of regional political conflicts that
invoke nationalist sentiment through claims on
nature. In doing all this, the volume also offers new
ways to think about nationalism and, more
specifically, nationalism in South Asia from the
vantage point of interdisciplinary environmental
studies. The contributors to this innovative volume
show that manifestations of nationalism have long
and complex histories in South Asia. Terrestrial
entities, imagined in terms of dense ecological
networks of relationships, have often been the space
or reference point for national aspirations, as shared
memories of Mother Nature or appropriated
economic, political, and religious geographies. In
recent times, different groups in South Asia have
claimed and appropriated ancient landscapes and
territories for the purpose of locating and justifying a
specific and utopian version of nation by linking its
origin to their nature-mediated attachments to these
landscapes. The topics covered include forests,
agriculture, marine fisheries, parks, sacred
landscapes, property rights, trade, and economic
development.
Acclaimed for its unique ecosystem and Royal
Bengal tigers, the mangrove islands that comprise
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the Sundarbans area of the Bengal delta are the
setting for this pioneering anthropological work. The
key question that the author explores is: what do
tigers mean for the islanders of the Sundarbans?
The diverse origins and current occupations of the
local population produce different answers to this
question – but for all, ‘the tiger question’ is a
significant social marker. Far more than through
caste, tribe or religion, the Sundarbans islanders
articulate their social locations and interactions by
reference to the non-human world – the forest and its
terrifying protagonist, the man-eating tiger. The book
combines rich ethnography on a little-known region
with contemporary theoretical insights to provide a
new frame of reference to understand social
relations in the Indian subcontinent. It will be of
interest to scholars and students of anthropology,
sociology, development studies, religion and cultural
studies, as well as those working on environment,
conservation, the state and issues relating to
discrimination and marginality.
In 1990, Kerala on the southwestern coast has India's
lowest infant mortality, longest life expectancy and
highest female literacy. India's 'problem state' of the
1950s has become 'the Kerala model'. The collapse of a
matrilineal social structure and a rigid caste system
contributed to widespread politicization. Women retained
a circumscribed but influential position in social life. The
result is an instructive analysis for students of politics,
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This book answers key questions about environment,
people and their shared future in deltas. It develops a
systematic and holistic approach for policy-orientated
analysis for the future of these regions. It does so by
focusing on ecosystem services in the world’s largest,
most populous and most iconic delta region, that of the
Ganges-Brahmaputra delta in Bangladesh. The book
covers the conceptual basis, research approaches and
challenges, while also providing a methodology for
integration across multiple disciplines, offering a potential
prototype for assessments of deltas worldwide.
Ecosystem Services for Well-Being in Deltas analyses
changing ecosystem services in deltas; the health and
well-being of people reliant on them; the continued
central role of agriculture and fishing; and the
implications of aquaculture in such environments.The
analysis is brought together in an integrated and
accessible way to examine the future of the Ganges
Brahmaputra delta based on a near decade of research
by a team of the world’s leading scientists on deltas and
their human and environmental dimensions. This book is
essential reading for students and academics within the
fields of Environmental Geography, Sustainable
Development and Environmental Policy focused on
solving the world’s most critical challenges of balancing
humans with their environments. This book is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International
License.
Before the advent of synthetic fibers and cargo
containers, jute sacks were the preferred packaging
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material
of global
trade, transporting
the world's grain,
cotton, sugar, tobacco, coffee, wool, guano, and bacon.
Jute was the second-most widely consumed fiber in the
world, after cotton. While the sack circulated globally, the
plant was cultivated almost exclusively by peasant
smallholders in a small corner of the world: the Bengal
delta. This book examines how jute fibers entangled the
delta's peasantry in the rhythms and vicissitudes of
global capital. Taking readers from the nineteenthcentury high noon of the British Raj to the early years of
post-partition Pakistan in the mid-twentieth century, Tariq
Omar Ali traces how the global connections wrought by
jute transformed every facet of peasant life: practices of
work, leisure, domesticity, and sociality; ideas and
discourses of justice, ethics, piety, and religiosity; and
political commitments and actions. Ali examines how
peasant life was structured and restructured with
oscillations in global commodity markets, as the
nineteenth-century period of peasant consumerism and
prosperity gave way to debt and poverty in the twentieth
century. A Local History of Global Capital traces how jute
bound the Bengal delta's peasantry to turbulent global
capital, and how global commodity markets shaped
everyday peasant life and determined the difference
between prosperity and poverty, survival and starvation.
São Paulo, Brazil, holds the largest number of Japanese
descendants outside Japan, and they have been there
for six generations. Japanese immigration to Brazil
started in 1908 to replace European immigrants to work
in São Paulo’s expanding coffee industry. It peaked in
the late 1920s and early 1930s as anti-Japanese
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Approximately 189,000
Japanese entered Brazil by 1942 in mandatory family
units. After the war, prewar immigrants and their
descendants became quickly concentrated in São Paulo
City. Immigration from Japan resumed in 1952, and by
1993 some 54,000 immigrants arrived in Brazil. By 1980,
the majority of Japanese Brazilians had joined the urban
middle class and many had been mixed racially. In the
mid-1980s, Japanese Brazilians’ “return” labor
migrations to Japan began on a large scale. More than
310,000 Brazilian citizens were residing in Japan in June
2008, when the centenary of Japanese immigration was
widely celebrated in Brazil. The story does not end there.
The global recession that started in 2008 soon forced
unemployed Brazilians in Japan and their Japanese-born
children to return to Brazil. Based on her research in
Brazil and Japan, Mieko Nishida challenges the
essentialized categories of “the Japanese” in Brazil and
“Brazilians” in Japan, with special emphasis on gender.
Nishida deftly argues that Japanese Brazilian identity
has never been a static, fixed set of traits that can be
counted and inventoried. Rather it is about being and
becoming, a process of identity in motion responding to
the push-and-pull between being positioned and
positioning in a historically changing world. She
examines Japanese immigrants and their descendants’
historically shifting sense of identity, which comes from
their experiences of historical changes in socioeconomic
and political structure in both Brazil and Japan. Each
chapter illustrates how their identity is perpetually in
formation, across generation, across gender, across
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the movement of people
between nations. Diaspora and Identity makes an
important contribution to the understanding of the
historical development of ethnic, racial, and national
identities; as well as construction of the Japanese
diaspora in Brazil and its response to time, place, and
circumstances.
Shared concern for nature can be a way of transcending
national, ethnic, religious, and cultural boundaries, yet
conservation efforts often pit the interests of historically
rooted or indigenous peoples against the state and
international environmental organizations, eroding local
autonomy while “saving” rural land for animals and
tourists. Wild Sardinia’s examination of the cultural
politics around nature conservation and the traditional
Commons on an Italian island illustrates the complexities
of environmental stewardship. Long known as the home
of fiercely independent shepherds (often typecast as
rustics, bandits, or eco-vandals), as well as wild mouflon
sheep, magnificent eagles, and rare old oak forests, the
town of Orgosolo has for several decades received
notoriety through local opposition to Gennargentu
National Park. Interweaving rich ethnographic description
of highland central Sardinia with analysis grounded in
political ecology and reflexive cultural critique, Wild
Sardinia illuminates the ambivalent and open-ended
meanings of many Sardinians’ acts and memories of
“resistance” to environmental projects. This
groundbreaking case study of the tension between living
cultural landscapes and the emerging ecological
imaginaries envisioned through policy discourses and
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new media
-- theStudies
“global dreamtimes
of
environmentalism” -- has relevance far beyond its
Mediterranean locale.
With a focus on colonial Bengal, this book demonstrates
how the dynamics of agrarian prosperity or decline,
communal conflicts, poverty and famine can only be
properly understood from an ecological perspective as
well as discussions of state's coercion and popular
resistance, market forces and dependency, or contested
cultures and consciousness.
The coasts of today's American South feature luxury
condominiums, resorts, and gated communities, yet just
a century ago, a surprising amount of beachfront
property in the Chesapeake, along the Carolina shores,
and around the Gulf of Mexico was owned and populated
by African Americans. Blending social and environmental
history, Andrew W. Kahrl tells the story of African
American–owned beaches in the twentieth century. By
reconstructing African American life along the coast,
Kahrl demonstrates just how important these properties
were for African American communities and leisure, as
well as for economic empowerment, especially during
the era of the Jim Crow South. However, in the wake of
the civil rights movement and amid the growing
prosperity of the Sunbelt, many African Americans fell
victim to effective campaigns to dispossess black
landowners of their properties and beaches. Kahrl makes
a signal contribution to our understanding of African
American landowners and real-estate developers, as
well as the development of coastal capitalism along the
southern seaboard, tying the creation of overdeveloped,
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unsustainable
to the unmaking of black
communities and cultures along the shore. The result is
a skillful appraisal of the ambiguous legacy of racial
progress in the Sunbelt.
A critique of the greatest reallocation of resources in the
history of the world and an analysis of its effects on
indigenous peoples, the growth of property rights, and
the evolution of ideas that make up the foundation of the
modern world.

"Key global players increasingly politicize discussion
of climatic change. This is especially evident in
regard to Bangladesh, much of which is perilously
close to sea level and vulnerable to flooding, and
which has long been the recipient of various
development schemes for "poverty reduction" or
"progress" to justify interventions in its environment
and society. Some of these projects have resulted in
severe, often unintended, environmental effects,
such as silting of waterbodies that are surrounded by
embankments; biodiversity loss and weakening of
the sea walls (which protect against floods) resulting
from tiger-prawn monoculture; and loss of soil fertility
in intensive agriculture. Camelia Dewan utilizes
ethnography and environmental history to highlight
flawed assumptions of international development
projects in Bangladesh, which often misread the
coastal landscape by attributing causality solely to
climate change. Examination of multiple and often
conflicting perspectives-from poor rural coastal
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populations, middle-class elites, political actors, and
NGO staff-shows how, since the colonial era,
Bangladesh has endured intrusions, and how its
current environmental crisis goes beyond global
warming. This case study informs broader issues
worldwide by documenting how the idea of climate
change shapes development projects in the Global
South, and the extent to which these endeavors
correspond with the problems and concerns of
populations they are intended to help. This
provocative study will be welcomed by readers in the
fields of environmental anthropology, human
geography, and development studies"-From a MacArthur "Genius," a bold new perspective
on the history of Asia, highlighting the long quest to
tame its waters Asia's history has been shaped by
her waters. In Unruly Waters, historian Sunil Amrith
reimagines Asia's history through the stories of its
rains, rivers, coasts, and seas--and of the weatherwatchers and engineers, mapmakers and farmers
who have sought to control them. Looking out from
India, he shows how dreams and fears of water
shaped visions of political independence and
economic development, provoked efforts to reshape
nature through dams and pumps, and unleashed
powerful tensions within and between nations.
Today, Asian nations are racing to construct
hundreds of dams in the Himalayas, with dire
environmental impacts; hundreds of millions crowd
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into coastal cities threatened by cyclones and storm
surges. In an age of climate change, Unruly Waters
is essential reading for anyone seeking to
understand Asia's past and its future.
In Stages of Capital, Ritu Birla brings research on
nonwestern capitalisms into conversation with
postcolonial studies to illuminate the historical roots
of India’s market society. Between 1870 and 1930,
the British regime in India implemented a barrage of
commercial and contract laws directed at the “free”
circulation of capital, including measures regulating
companies, income tax, charitable gifting, and
pension funds, and procedures distinguishing
gambling from speculation and futures trading. Birla
argues that this understudied legal infrastructure
institutionalized a new object of sovereign
management, the market, and along with it, a
colonial concept of the public. In jurisprudence, case
law, and statutes, colonial market governance
enforced an abstract vision of modern society as a
public of exchanging, contracting actors free from
the anachronistic constraints of indigenous culture.
Birla reveals how the categories of public and private
infiltrated colonial commercial law, establishing
distinct worlds for economic and cultural practice.
This bifurcation was especially apparent in legal
dilemmas concerning indigenous or “vernacular”
capitalists, crucial engines of credit and production
that operated through networks of extended kinship.
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Focusing on the story of the Marwaris, a powerful
business group renowned as a key sector of India’s
capitalist class, Birla demonstrates how colonial law
governed vernacular capitalists as rarefied cultural
actors, so rendering them illegitimate as economic
agents. Birla’s innovative attention to the
negotiations between vernacular and colonial
systems of valuation illustrates how kinship-based
commercial groups asserted their legitimacy by
challenging and inhabiting the public/private
mapping. Highlighting the cultural politics of market
governance, Stages of Capital is an unprecedented
history of colonial commercial law, its legal fictions,
and the formation of the modern economic subject in
India.
The Water Institute of the Gulf is a not-for-profit,
independent research institute dedicated to
advancing the understanding of coastal, deltaic, river
and water resource systems, both within the Gulf
Coast and around the world. Their mission supports
the practical application of innovative science and
engineering, providing solutions that benefit society.
Those who make policy for coastal and deltaic
systems, as well as managers of natural resources,
need high-quality science and engineering to guide
their decisions. The Water Institute of the Gulf began
operations in 2012 to address exactly this sort of
challenge. Delta Waters offers advice to The Water
Institute of the Gulf that it might use as part of its
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strategic planning process. This report focuses on
strategic research to support integrated water
resources management in the lower Mississippi
River delta and includes international comparative
assessments. The recommendations of Delta
Waters promote a human and environmental
systems approach to scientific research that
supports integrated water and environmental
resources management in the lower Mississippi
River and delta, and offers ideas regarding
comparative assessments with other, relevant deltaic
regions around the world. This report provides input
for research into common deltaic problems and
challenges, identifies strategic research for The
Water Institute of the Gulf, and suggests ways that
the organization can utilize knowledge gained from
the lower Mississippi River and delta system in
developing a research program to support water
management decisions in other large river/delta
complexes.
As cities become habitat for most of humanity, the
question of their ecological capacity to sustain lives
worth living becomes ever more critical. Yet, when
we listen to debates about city planning and
governance, and observe urban environmental
campaigns on the ground, we notice that they have
little to do with ecology or justice. To examine this
contradiction, Uncivil City: Ecology, Equity and the
Commons in Delhi looks at two decades of
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environmental politics in Delhi—across homes and
workplaces, ordinary streets and extraordinary
spectacles, and the river and the Ridge. It argues
that the terms of the discourse—what is an
environmental issue, who is authorised to speak,
and which modes of action count as legitimate—are
partial, particularistic and perverse. ‘Bourgeois
environmentalists’, who claim to speak in the public
interest, for nature and society, have made the city
what it is: unfair and unliveable. Only citizenship and
civility will save the commons—air, water, space and
trees—upon which cities depend for survival.
This study traces the emergence and dissemination
of Aryanism within the British Empire. The idea of an
Aryan race became an important feature of imperial
culture in the nineteenth century, feeding into
debates in Britain, Ireland, India, and the Pacific. The
global reach of the Aryan idea reflected the complex
networks that enabled the global reach of British
Imperialism. Tony Ballantyne charts the shifting
meanings of Aryanism within these 'webs' of Empire.
In this far-reaching examination of environmental
problems and politics in northern Thailand, Tim
Forsyth and Andrew Walker analyze deforestation,
water supply, soil erosion, use of agrochemicals, and
biodiversity in order to challenge popularly held
notions of environmental crisis. They argue that such
crises have been used to support political objectives
of state expansion and control in the uplands. They
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have also been used to justify the alternative
directions advocated by an array of NGOs. In official
and alternative discourses of economic
development, the peoples living in Thailand's hill
country are typically cast as either guardians or
destroyers of forest resources, often depending on
their ethnicity. Political and historical factors have
created a simplistic, misleading, and often
scientifically inaccurate environmental narrative:
Hmong farmers, for example, are thought to exhibit
environmentally destructive practices, whereas the
Karen are seen as linked to and protective of their
ancestral home. Forsyth and Walker reveal a much
more complex relationship of hill farmers to the land,
to other ethnic groups, and to the state. They
conclude that current explanations fail to address the
real causes of environmental problems and
unnecessarily restrict the livelihoods of local people.
The authors' critical assessment of simplistic
environmental narratives, as well as their
suggestions for finding solutions, will be valuable in
international policy discussions about environmental
issues in rapidly developing countries. Moreover,
their redefinition of northern Thailand's
environmental problems, and their analysis of how
political influences have reinforced inappropriate
policies, demonstrate new ways of analyzing how
environmental science and knowledge are important
arenas for political control. This book makes
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valuable contributions to Thai studies and more
generally to the fields of environmental science,
ecology, geography, anthropology, and political
science, as well as to policy making and resource
management in the developing world.
The Anthropocene is the human-dominated modern
era that has accelerated social, environmental and
climate change across the world in the last few
decades. This open access book examines the
challenges the Anthropocene presents to the
sustainable management of deltas, both the many
threats as well as the opportunities. In the world's
deltas the Anthropocene is manifest in major land
use change, the damming of rivers, the engineering
of coasts and the growth of some of the world's
largest megacities; deltas are home to one in twelve
of all people in the world. The book explores biophysical and social dynamics and makes clear
adaptation choices and trade-offs that underpin
policy and governance processes, including
visionary delta management plans. It details new
analysis to illustrate these challenges, based on
three significant and contrasting deltas: the GangesBrahmaputra-Meghna, Mahanadi and Volta. This
multi-disciplinary, policy-orientated volume is
strongly aligned to the United Nation's Sustainable
Development Goals as delta populations often
experience extremes of poverty, gender and
structural inequality, variable levels of health and
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well-being, while being vulnerable to extreme and
systematic climate change. Robert J Nicholls is
Professor of Coastal Engineering within Engineering
and Physical Sciences at the University of
Southampton, UK. He has contributed to a wide
range of influential national and international
publications including the IPCC Assessment
Reports. W Neil Adger is Professor of Human
Geography at the University of Exeter, UK. His
research examines demographic, political economy,
public health and well-being aspects of the
Anthropocene. Craig W Hutton is Professor of
Sustainability Science within Geography and
Environment at the University of Southampton, UK.
His research focuses on spatial analysis of
vulnerability and the incorporation of sustainable
management, policy and governance into decisionmaking processes. Susan E Hanson is Research
Fellow within Engineering and Physical Sciences at
the University of Southampton, UK. She specializes
in coastal vulnerability and management, particularly
as a consequence of climate change.
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