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The oldest extant poem in a modern European language chronicles a feudal
newly Christianized world still populated by the monsters and demons of the
ancient world.
A new, feminist translation of Beowulf by the author of the much-buzzed-about
novel The Mere Wife Nearly twenty years after Seamus Heaney’s translation of
Beowulf—and fifty years after the translation that continues to torment high-school
students around the world—there is a radical new verse translation of the epic
poem by Maria Dahvana Headley, which brings to light elements that have never
before been translated into English, recontextualizing the binary narrative of
monsters and heroes into a tale in which the two categories often entwine, justice
is rarely served, and dragons live among us. A man seeks to prove himself as a
hero. A monster seeks silence in his territory. A warrior seeks to avenge her
murdered son. A dragon ends it all. The familiar elements of the epic poem are
seen with a novelist’s eye toward gender, genre, and history—Beowulf has
always been a tale of entitlement and encroachment, powerful men seeking to
become more powerful, and one woman seeking justice for her child, but this
version brings new context to an old story. While crafting her contemporary
adaptation of Beowulf, Headley unearthed significant shifts lost over centuries of
translation.
" ... the battle-scarred Norse hero Beowulf leads a troop of warriors across the
sea to help an old friend, King Hrothgar, whose kingdom is being ravaged by the
marauding troll, Grendel." [box cover note].
A tyrant's heir must go into the mountains to face a band of insurgents on its own
ground. Not everybody will emerge from the confrontation unscathed, not least
him. Falki Grendelsson, eldest son of the first lord of the Northlands, serves as a
company commander in his father's elite Obsidian Guard. Though many lords
would keep their sons close and out of harm's way, Grendel is determined his
son learn the business of war firsthand for the day he puts on his father's
cloak.But when Robert Dalton leads displaced farmers armed with stolen Old
World repeating rifles in a raid that kills a favored officer, Grendel sends Falki to
make an example of them.Falki has never fought this type of war before.
Although the Obsidian Guard has the deadly weapons of the ancient world and
dirigibles to rain fire from the skies, Dalton's insurgents know the land and the
mountains hold terrors beyond his increasingly-desperate men.In order to cement
his father's new order, Falki has to triumph not only over a physical foe who
would gladly kill him, but his own demons. And victory over one might mean
falling to another...This novella is set a year before the first novel in the series,
Battle for the Wastelands.
In this first part of the epic fantasy adventure "The Saga of Beowulf" we follow the
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young Norse warrior Beowulf as he embarks upon a fateful quest for vengeance
against the creature that slew his father, setting in motion a sequence of events
that will take him from the fetid fens of Denmark to the frozen fields of SwedeLand as he battles men and demons in a quest to conquer his own fears, all the
while fleeing from the woman he has sworn to love. "Part I: The Land of Death &
Shadow" takes us from the daring fight with Grendel to the battle with the TrollHag witch that spawned that demon brood. In the hall of Hrothgar we meet the
pround but fallen clan of Danes, and await with Beowulf the hidden terrors lurking
in the shadows of the night. Steeped in Nordic myth and lore and set amidst the
harsh and rugged northern shores of dark age Dane-Land, "The Saga of
Beowulf" is a bold new retelling of the epic 10th century poem "Beowulf," the first
epic to be written in the English language.
The Anglo-Saxon poem recounting the story of Beowulf's battle with the monster,
Grendel, is translated in the style of contemporary verse
“Fearless, illuminating” criticism from a New York Times–bestselling author and
legendary teacher, “proving . . . that true art is moral and not trivial” (Los
Angeles Times). Novelist John Gardner’s thesis in On Moral Fiction is simple:
“True art is by its nature moral.” It is also an audacious statement, as Gardner
asserts an inherent value in life and in art. Since the book’s first publication, the
passion behind Gardner’s assertion has both provoked and inspired readers. In
examining the work of his peers, Gardner analyzes what has gone wrong, in his
view, in modern art and literature, and how shortcomings in artistic criticism have
contributed to the problem. He develops his argument by showing how artists
and critics can reintroduce morality and substance to their work to improve
society and cultivate our morality. On Moral Fiction is an essential read in which
Gardner presents his thoughtfully developed criteria for the elements he believes
are essential to art and its creation. This ebook features an illustrated biography
of John Gardner, including original letters, rare photos, and never-before-seen
documents from the Gardner family and the University of Rochester Archives.
The Anglo-Saxon poem recounting the story of Beowulf's battle with the monster,
Grendel, is retold in the style of modern verse
There is a distinct hint of Armageddon in the air. According to The Nice and
Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch (recorded, thankfully, in 1655,
before she blew up her entire village and all its inhabitants, who had gathered to
watch her burn), the world will end on a Saturday. Next Saturday, in fact. So the
armies of Good and Evil are amassing, the Four Bikers of the Apocalypse are
revving up their mighty hogs and hitting the road, and the world's last two
remaining witch-finders are getting ready to fight the good fight, armed with
awkwardly antiquated instructions and stick pins. Atlantis is rising, frogs are
falling, tempers are flaring. . . . Right. Everything appears to be going according
to Divine Plan. Except that a somewhat fussy angel and a fast-living demon -each of whom has lived among Earth's mortals for many millennia and has grown
rather fond of the lifestyle -- are not particularly looking forward to the coming
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Rapture. If Crowley and Aziraphale are going to stop it from happening, they've
got to find and kill the Antichrist (which is a shame, as he's a really nice kid).
There's just one glitch: someone seems to have misplaced him. . . . First
published in 1990, Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett's brilliantly dark and
screamingly funny take on humankind's final judgment is back -- and just in time
-- in a new hardcover edition (which includes an introduction by the authors,
comments by each about the other, and answers to some still-burning questions
about their wildly popular collaborative effort) that the devout and the damned
alike will surely cherish until the end of all things.
BeowulfXist Publishing
The name "Beowulf" lingers in our collective memory, although today fewer
people have heard the tale of the Germanic hero's fight with Grendel, the
dreadful Monster of the Mere, as recounted in this Anglo-Saxon epic. This edition
of Beowulf makes the poem more accessible than ever before. Ruth Lehmann's
imitative translation is the only one available that preserves both the story line of
the poem and the alliterative versification of the Anglo-Saxon original. The
characteristic features of Anglo-Saxon poetry— alliterative verse with first-syllable
stress, flexible word order, and inflectional endings—have largely disappeared in
Modern English, creating special problems for the translator. Indeed, many other
translations of Beowulf currently available are either in prose or in some modern
poetic form. Dr. Lehmann's translation alone conveys the "feel" of the original, its
rhythm and sound, the powerful directness of the Germanic vocabulary. In her
introduction, Dr. Lehmann gives a succinct summary of the poem's plot, touching
on the important themes of obligation and loyalty, of family feuds, unforgivable
crimes, the necessity of revenge, and the internal and external struggles of the
Scandinavian tribes. She also describes the translation process in some detail,
stating the guiding principles she used and the inevitable compromises that were
sometimes necessary.
Beowulf is the longest and finest literary work to have come down to us from
Anglo-Saxon times, and one of the world's greatest epic poems. This acclaimed
translation is complemented by a critical introduction and substantial editorial
apparatus.
New York Times bestselling author Maria Dahvana Headley presents a modern retelling of the
literary classic Beowulf, set in American suburbia as two mothers—a housewife and a battlehardened veteran—fight to protect those they love in The Mere Wife. From the perspective of
those who live in Herot Hall, the suburb is a paradise. Picket fences divide buildings—high and
gabled—and the community is entirely self-sustaining. Each house has its own fireplace, each
fireplace is fitted with a container of lighter fluid, and outside—in lawns and on
playgrounds—wildflowers seed themselves in neat rows. But for those who live surreptitiously
along Herot Hall’s periphery, the subdivision is a fortress guarded by an intense network of
gates, surveillance cameras, and motion-activated lights. For Willa, the wife of Roger Herot
(heir of Herot Hall), life moves at a charmingly slow pace. She flits between mommy groups,
playdates, cocktail hour, and dinner parties, always with her son, Dylan, in tow. Meanwhile, in
a cave in the mountains just beyond the limits of Herot Hall lives Gren, short for Grendel, as
well as his mother, Dana, a former soldier who gave birth as if by chance. Dana didn’t want
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Gren, didn’t plan Gren, and doesn’t know how she got Gren, but when she returned from war,
there he was. When Gren, unaware of the borders erected to keep him at bay, ventures into
Herot Hall and runs off with Dylan, Dana’s and Willa’s worlds collide.
The legendary hero Beowulf and his battles with the monster Grendel and a fire-breathing
dragon.
A generous, energetic, engaging work... will be important to Beowulf study for years to come.
THE MEDIEVAL REVIEW
Beowulf' may rightly be pronounced the great national epic of the Anglo-Saxon race. Not that it
exalts the race so much as that it presents the spirit of the Anglo-Saxon peoples, the ideals
and aims, the manners and customs, of our ancestors, and that it does so in setting before us
a great national hero. Beowulf himself was not an Anglo-Saxon. He was a Geat-Dane; but he
belonged to that confraternity of nations that composed the Teutonic people. He lived in an
heroic age, when the songs of the wandering singers were of the great deeds of outstanding
men. The absolute epic of the English people has yet to be written. To some extent Arthur,
though a British King-that is to say, though he was King of the Celtic British people, who were
subsequently driven into the West, into Cornwall and Wales and Strathclyde, by our Saxon
ancestors-became nationalized by our Anglo-Norman ancestors as a typical King of the
English people. He has become the epic King of the English in the poetry of Tennyson. It is
always a mystery to the writer that no competent singer among us has ever laid hands upon
our own Saxon hero, King Alfred. It is sometimes said that there is nothing new under the sun,
that there is nothing left for the modern singer to sing about, and that the realm of possible
musical production is fast vanishing out of view. Certainly this is not true of poetry. Both Alfred
and Arthur are waiting for the sympathetic voice that will tell forth to the world the immortal
splendour of their personalities. And just as the Anglo-Normans idealized Arthur as a hero-king
of the English nation, though he really fought against the English, so the Saxon singer of
Beowulf has idealized this Geatish chieftain, and in some way set him forth as the idealized
chieftain of the Teutonic race.
Beowulf is an Old English epic poem consisting of 3182 alliterative lines. The poem is set in
Scandinavia. Beowulf, a hero of the Geats, comes to the aid of Hrothgar, the king of the
Danes, whose mead hall in Heorot has been under attack by a monster known as Grendel.
After Beowulf slays him, Grendel's mother attacks the hall and is then also defeated.
Victorious, Beowulf goes home to Geatland (Götaland in modern Sweden) and later becomes
king of the Geats. After a period of fifty years has passed, Beowulf defeats a dragon, but is
fatally wounded in the battle. After his death, his attendants cremate his body and erect a
tower on a headland in his memory. The main protagonist Beowulf, a hero of the Geats, comes
to the aid of Hrothgar, king of the Danes, whose great hall, Heorot, is plagued by the monster
Grendel. Beowulf kills Grendel with his bare hands and Grendel's mother with a giant's sword
that he found in her lair. Later in his life, Beowulf becomes king of the Geats, and finds his
realm terrorized by a dragon, some of whose treasure had been stolen from his hoard in a
burial mound. He attacks the dragon with the help of his thegns or servants, but they do not
succeed. Beowulf decides to follow the dragon to its lair at Earnanæs, but only his young
Swedish relative Wiglaf, whose name means "remnant of valour",[a] dares to join him. Beowulf
finally slays the dragon, but is mortally wounded in the struggle. He is cremated and a burial
mound by the sea is erected in his honor. Beowulf is considered an epic poem in that the main
character is a hero who travels great distances to prove his strength at impossible odds
against supernatural demons and beasts.
Unique and beautiful, Beowulf brings to life a society of violence and honor, fierce warriors and
bloody battles, deadly monsters and famous swords. Written by an unknown poet in about the
eighth century, this masterpiece of Anglo-Saxton literature transforms legends, myth, history,
and ancient songs into the richly colored tale of the hero Beowulf, the loathsome man-eater
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Grendel, his vengeful water-hag mother, and a treasure-hoarding dragon. The earliest
surviving epic poem in any modern European language. Beowulf is a stirring portrait of a heroic
world–somber, vast, and magnificent.

The first and most terrifying monster in English literature, from the great early epic
Beowulf, tells his own side of the story in this frequently banned book. This classic and
much lauded retelling of Beowulf follows the monster Grendel as he learns about
humans and fights the war at the center of the Anglo Saxon classic epic. This is the
book William Gass called "one of the finest of our contemporary fictions."
Beowulf and Grendel A Short Story from the Epic English Poem Beowulf Beowulf is an
Old English epic poem. It may be the oldest surviving long poem in Old English and is
commonly cited as one of the most important works of Old English literature. A date of
composition is a matter of contention among scholars; the only certain dating pertains
to the manuscript, which was produced between 975 and 1025. The author was an
anonymous Anglo-Saxon poet, referred to by scholars as the "Beowulf poet". The poem
is set in Scandinavia. Beowulf, a hero of the Geats, comes to the aid of Hrothgar, the
king of the Danes, whose mead hall in Heorot has been under attack by a monster
known as Grendel. After Beowulf slays him, Grendel's mother attacks the hall and is
then also defeated. Victorious, Beowulf goes home to Geatland (Gotaland in modern
Sweden) and later becomes king of the Geats. After a period of fifty years has passed,
Beowulf defeats a dragon, but is mortally wounded in the battle. After his death, his
attendants cremate his body and erect a tower on a headland in his memory.
A powerful retelling of Britain's oldest epic vividly brings to life the warrior named
Beowulf who defeated the ogre Grendel, Grendel's mother, and the dragon that
threatened his kingdom. Original.
Beowulf is the longest and finest literary work to have come down to us from AngloSaxon times, and one of the world's greatest epic poems. Set in the half-legendary, half
historical Scandinavian past, it tells the story of the hero Beowulf, who comes to the aid
of the Danish king Hrothgar by killing first the terrifying, demonic monster Grendel, and
then Grendel's infuriated and vengeful mother. A lifetime later, Beowulf's own kingdom,
Geatland, is threatened by a fiery dragon; Beowulf heroically takes on this challenge,
but himself dies killing the dragon. The poem celebrates the virtues of the heroic life,
but Hrothgar and Beowulf are beacons of wisdom and courage in a dark world of feuds,
violence and uncertainty, and Beowulf's selfless heroism is set against a background of
ruthless power struggles, fratricide and tyranny. This acclaimed translation is
complemented by a critical introduction and substantial editorial apparatus. `The poem
has at last found its translator . . .supremely well done' Charles Causley
A retelling in graphic format of the Anglo-Saxon epic about the heroic efforts of Beowulf,
son of Edgetheow, to save the people of Heorot hall from the terrible monster, Grendel.
This book is available as open access through the Bloomsbury Open Access
programme and is available on www.bloomsburycollections.com Grendel Grendel
Grendel, directed by Alexander Stitt, is a masterpiece of animation and design which
has attained a national and international cult status since its release in 1981. The film,
based on the novel, Grendel, by John Gardner, is a loose adaptation of the Beowulf
legend, but told from the point of view of the monster, Grendel. Grendel Grendel
Grendel is a mature, intelligent, irreverent and quite unique animated film - it is a movie,
both in terms of content and of an aesthetic that was well ahead of its time. Along with a
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brief overview of Australian animation and a contextualization of where this animated
feature fits within the broader continuum of Australian (and global) film history, Dan
Torre and Lienors Torre provide an intriguing analysis of this significant Australian
animated feature.
The classic story of one family torn apart by the Revolutionary War All his life, Tim Meeker has
looked up to his brother. Sam is smart and brave, and is now a part of the American
Revolution. Not everyone in town wants to be a part of the rebellion. Most are supporters of the
British, including Tim and Sam's father. With the war soon raging, Tim knows he will have to
make a choice between the Revolutionaries and the Redcoats, and between his brother and
his father.
Beowulf could well be the oldest surviving long poem in Old English and simultaneously one of
the most important works of Old English literature. The action is set in Scandinavia, where
Beowulf comes to the aid of Hrothgar, the king of the Danes, who is under attack by a monster
known as Grendel. Beowulf conquers Grendel and finally also his mother.Later he also defeats
a dragon, but is fatally wounded in the battle.
Composed towards the end of the first millennium, the Anglo-Saxon poem Beowulf is one of
the great Northern epics and a classic of European literature. In his new translation, Seamus
Heaney has produced a work which is both true, line by line, to the original poem, and an
expression, in its language and music, of something fundamental to his own creative gift. The
poem is about encountering the monstrous, defeating it, and then having to live on, physically
and psychically exposed, in that exhausted aftermath. It is not hard to draw parallels between
this story and the history of the twentieth century, nor can Heaney's Beowulf fail to be read
partly in the light of his Northern Irish upbringing. But it also transcends such considerations,
telling us psychological and spiritual truths that are permanent and liberating.
An amber bead. A gold and glass drinking horn. A ring engraved with Thor’s hammer – all
artifacts from a Germanic tribe that carved a space for itself through brutality and violence on a
windswept land . Brimhild weaves peace and conveys culture to the kingdom, until the secret
of her birth threatens to tear apart the fragile political stability. This is her story – the tale of
Grendel’s Mother. She is no monster as portrayed in the Old English epic, Beowulf. We learn
her side of the story and that of her defamed child. We see the many passages of her life: the
brine-baby who floated mysteriously to shore; the hall-queen presiding over the triumphant
building of the golden hall Heorot and victim of sexual and political betrayal; the exiled merewife, who ekes out a marginal life by an uncanny bog as a healer and contends with the
menacing Beowulf; and the seer, who prophesizes what will occur to her adopted people. We
learn how the invasion by brutal men is not a fairy tale, but a disaster doomed to cycle
relentlessly through human history. Only the surviving women can sing poignant laments,
preserve a glittering culture, and provide hope for the future.
Epic poetry at its finest Beowulf is one of the most studied and praised English classic.
Originally written over a thousand years ago, the story celebrates Beowulf, a young Swedish
nobleman who has battled monsters and dragons to keep his people safe. This Xist Classics
edition has been professionally formatted for e-readers with a linked table of contents. This
eBook also contains a bonus book club leadership guide and discussion questions. We hope
you’ll share this book with your friends, neighbors and colleagues and can’t wait to hear what
you have to say about it. Xist Publishing is a digital-first publisher. Xist Publishing creates
books for the touchscreen generation and is dedicated to helping everyone develop a lifetime
love of reading, no matter what form it takes
Retells the heroic efforts of Beowulf, son of Edgetheow, to save the people of Heorot hall from
the terrible monster, Grendel.
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