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The Battle Of Waterloo Experience
The French literary master's work depicting young Fabrizio's struggles to keep his love
for Clelia a secret in the small court of Parma.
Austerlitz, Wagram, Borodino, Trafalgar, Leipzig, Waterloo: these are the places most
closely associated with the era of the Napoleonic Wars. But how did this period of
nearly continuous conflict affect the world beyond Europe? The immensity of the
fighting waged by France against England, Prussia, Austria, and Russia, and the
immediate consequences of the tremors that spread throughout the world. In this
ambitious and far-ranging work, Alexander Mikaberidze argues that the Napoleonic
Wars can only be fully understood in an international perspective. France struggled for
dominance not only on the plains of Europe but also in the Americas, West and South
Africa, Ottoman Empire, Iran, India, Indonesia, the Philippines, Mediterranean Sea, and
the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. Taking specific regions in turn, Mikaberidze discusses
major political-military events around the world and situates geopolitical decision-
making within its long- and short-term contexts. From the British expeditions to
Argentina and South Africa to the Franco-Russian maneuvering in the Ottoman Empire,
the effects of the French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars would shape international
affairs well into the next century. In Egypt, the wars led to the rise of Mehmed Ali and
the emergence of a powerful state; in North America, the period transformed and
enlarged the newly established United States; and in South America, the Spanish
colonial empire witnessed the start of national-liberation movements that ultimately
ended imperial control. Skillfully narrated and deeply researched, here at last is the
global history of the period, one that expands our view of the Napoleonic Wars and their
role in laying the foundations of the modern world.
In 1814, Napoleon was in exile, his power curtailed. Then he escaped and made a last
stand, which climaxed on June 18, 1815, at Waterloo. This compelling and visually
stunning treatment of the Hundred Days campaign includes reproductions of
contemporary letters and documents that graphically portray Napoleon's final
overthrow, as well as information on the armies, commanders, topography, and
consequences for Europe.
John Keegan's groundbreaking portrayal of the common soldier in the heat of battle -- a
masterpiece that explores the physical and mental aspects of warfare The Face of
Battle is military history from the battlefield: a look at the direct experience of individuals
at the "point of maximum danger." Without the myth-making elements of rhetoric and
xenophobia, and breaking away from the stylized format of battle descriptions, John
Keegan has written what is probably the definitive model for military historians. And in
his scrupulous reassessment of three battles representative of three different time
periods, he manages to convey what the experience of combat meant for the
participants, whether they were facing the arrow cloud at the battle of Agincourt, the
musket balls at Waterloo, or the steel rain of the Somme. The Face of Battle is a
companion volume to John Keegan's classic study of the individual soldier, The Mask
of Command: together they form a masterpiece of military and human history.
There have been many books about Waterloo, but never one to rival this in scale or
authority. The text, based upon extensive research, describes both the battle and the
campaign that preceded it in detail, drawing upon the first-hand accounts of participants
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on all sides in order to give the reader a vivid feeling for the experiences of those who
fought upon this most celebrated of all battlefields. The many full-color maps, all
specially commissioned for the book, and the numerous diagrams and photographs, the
majority in color, as well as sixteen pages of original paintings, make the book a feast
for the eyes and a collector's dream.
On the eve of battle, passions are running high... IN THE SUMMER OF 1815, with
Napolean Bonaparte marching down from the north, Brussels is a whirlwind of parties,
balls and soirees. In the swirling social scene surrounding the Duke of Wellington and
his noble aides de camp, no one attracts more attention than the beautiful, outrageous
young widow Lady Barbara Childe. On their first meeting, dashing Colonel Charles
Audley proposes to her, but even their betrothal doesn't calm her wild behavior. Finally,
with the Battle of Waterloo raging just miles away, civilians fleeing and the wounded
pouring back into the town, Lady Barbara discovers where her heart really lies, and like
a true noblewoman, she rises to the occasion, and to the demands of love, life and
war... "Wonderful characters, elegant, witty writing, perfect period detail, and
rapturously romantic. Georgette Heyer achieves what the rest of us only aspire
to."—Katie Fforde "A brilliant achievement...vivid, accurate, dramatic...the description of
Waterloo is magnificent."—Daily Mail "My favorite historical novelist."—Margaret Drabble
Marking the 200th anniversary of his death, Napoleon is an unprecedented portrait of
the emperor told through his engagement with the natural world. “How should one
envisage this subject? With a great pomp of words, or with simplicity?” —Charlotte
Brontë, “The Death of Napoleon” The most celebrated general in history, Napoleon
Bonaparte (1769–1821) has for centuries attracted eminent male writers. Since Thomas
Carlyle first christened him “our last Great Man,” regiments of biographers have
marched across the same territory, weighing campaigns and conflicts, military tactics
and power politics. Yet in all this time, no definitive portrait of Napoleon has endured,
and a mere handful of women have written his biography—a fact that surely would have
pleased him. With Napoleon, Ruth Scurr, one of our most eloquent and original
historians, emphatically rejects the shibboleth of the “Great Man” theory of history,
instead following the dramatic trajectory of Napoleon’s life through gardens, parks, and
forests. As Scurr reveals, gardening was the first and last love of Napoleon, offering
him a retreat from the manifold frustrations of war and politics. Gardens were, at the
same time, a mirror image to the battlefields on which he fought, discrete settings in
which terrain and weather were as important as they were in combat, but for creative
rather than destructive purposes. Drawing on a wealth of contemporary and historical
scholarship, and taking us from his early days at the military school in Brienne-le-
Château through his canny seizure of power and eventual exile, Napoleon frames the
general’s story through the green spaces he cultivated. Amid Corsican olive groves,
ornate menageries in Paris, and lone garden plots on the island of Saint Helena, Scurr
introduces a diverse cast of scientists, architects, family members, and gardeners, all of
whom stood in the shadows of Napoleon’s meteoric rise and fall. Building a cumulative
panorama, she offers indelible portraits of Augustin Bon Joseph de Robespierre, the
younger brother of Maximilien Robespierre, who used his position to advance
Napoleon’s career; Marianne Peusol, the fourteen-year-old girl manipulated into a
Christmas-Eve assassination attempt on Napoleon that resulted in her death; and
Emmanuel, comte de Las Cases, the atlas maker to whom Napoleon dictated his
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memoirs. As Scurr contends, Napoleon’s dealings with these people offer unusual and
unguarded opportunities to see how he grafted a new empire onto the remnants of the
ancien régime and the French Revolution. Epic in scale and novelistic in its detail,
Napoleon, with stunning illustrations, is a work of revelatory range and depth, revealing
the contours of the general’s personality and power as no conventional biography can.
For much of its history, Britain has been ravaged by war and internal strife. Foreign
invasions have devastated British society, bitter battles have been fought over social
and political rights, and warlords have torn the country asunder in their struggles for
dominance. In Battlefield Britain, Peter and Dan Snow tell the story of eight decisive
battles that have done much to shape Britain: Boudicca’s Battle with Rome, the Battle
of Hastings, the Battle for Wales, the Spanish Armada, the Battle of Naseby, the Battle
of Boyne, the Battle of Culloden, and the Battle of Britain. For the first time,
groundbreaking computer graphics are used to recreate the ebb and flow of these
famous battles in vivid and dramatic detail.
Further insights into the campaign of 1815 This book contains two pieces-one very short-which
give the reader and student of military history further insights into the Battle of Waterloo. The
first, 'Flying Sketches' is fascinating. It is the account of a British tourist who has landed at
Ostend in time to be caught up in the momentous events of June, 1815. We are given insights
into the court of Louis, the French monarch ever ready to flee before the advance of Napoleon.
We are party to the conversations of British soldiers before the battle and witness the army as
it marches from Brussels. The narrator visits the battlefields of Waterloo and Quatre Bras
immediately after the termination of the battle and we discover it to be a lawless landscape
where the wounded and dying still lay, where French stragglers still snipe at moving figures,
where plunderers ply their deadly trade and where roaming Prussian troops, intimidating with
threats and acts of violence, rob ally and enemy alike. The plight and care of the wounded in
the aftermath of battle is also starkly described and several soldiers recount their battlefield
experiences to the author. This is essential source material from a non-military author. It is
accompanied here by a short work which, because of its length, would have been unlikely to
receive re-publication in modern times. In it an anonymous sergeant of the Third Battalion,
First Regiment of Foot Guards describes his experience of the great battle. Available in
softcover and hardcover with dust jacket.
June 1815
'A fabulous story, superbly told' Max Hastings The bloodbath at Waterloo ended a war that had
engulfed the world for over twenty years. It also finished the career of the charismatic
Napoleon Bonaparte. It ensured the final liberation of Germany and the restoration of the old
European monarchies, and it represented one of very few defeats for the glorious French
army, most of whose soldiers remained devoted to their Emperor until the very end.
Extraordinary though it may seem much about the Battle of Waterloo has remained uncertain,
with many major features of the campaign hotly debated. Most histories have depended
heavily on the evidence of British officers that were gathered about twenty years after the
battle. But the recent publication of an abundance of fresh first-hand accounts from soldiers of
all the participating armies has illuminated important episodes and enabled radical reappraisal
of the course of the campaign. What emerges is a darker, muddier story, no longer biased by
notions of regimental honour, but a tapestry of irony, accident, courage, horror and human
frailty. An epic page turner, rich in dramatic human detail and grounded in first-class scholarly
research, Waterloo is the real inside story of the greatest land battle in British history, the
defining showdown of the age of muskets, bayonets, cavalry and cannon.
A beautifully observed history of the British home front during the Napoleonic Wars by a
celebrated historian We know the thrilling, terrible stories of the battles of the Napoleonic
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Wars—but what of those left behind? The people on a Norfolk farm, in a Yorkshire mill, a Welsh
iron foundry, an Irish village, a London bank, a Scottish mountain? The aristocrats and
paupers, old and young, butchers and bakers and candlestick makers—how did the war touch
their lives? Jenny Uglow, the prizewinning author of The Lunar Men and Nature's Engraver,
follows the gripping back-and-forth of the first global war but turns the news upside down,
seeing how it reached the people. Illustrated by the satires of Gillray and Rowlandson and the
paintings of Turner and Constable, and combining the familiar voices of Austen, Wordsworth,
Scott, and Byron with others lost in the crowd, In These Times delves into the archives to tell
the moving story of how people lived and loved and sang and wrote, struggling through hard
times and opening new horizons that would change their country for a century.
In the grand tradition of John Keegan’s enduring classic The Face of Battle comes a searing,
unforgettable chronicle of war through the eyes of the American soldiers who fought in three of
our most iconic battles: Bunker Hill, Gettysburg, and Iwo Jima. This is not a book about how
great generals won their battles, nor is it a study in grand strategy. Men of War is instead a
riveting, visceral, and astonishingly original look at ordinary soldiers under fire. Drawing on an
immense range of firsthand sources from the battlefield, Alexander Rose begins by re-creating
the lost and alien world of eighteenth-century warfare at Bunker Hill, the bloodiest clash of the
War of Independence—and reveals why the American militiamen were so lethally effective
against the oncoming waves of British troops. Then, focusing on Gettysburg, Rose describes a
typical Civil War infantry action, vividly explaining what Union and Confederate soldiers
experienced before, during, and after combat. Finally, he shows how in 1945 the Marine Corps
hurled itself with the greatest possible violence at the island of Iwo Jima, where nearly a third
of all Marines killed in World War II would die. As Rose demonstrates, the most important
factor in any battle is the human one: At Bunker Hill, Gettysburg, and Iwo Jima, the American
soldier, as much as any general, proved decisive. To an unprecedented degree, Men of War
brings home the reality of combat and, just as important, its aftermath in the form of the
psychological and medical effects on veterans. As such, the book makes a critical contribution
to military history by narrowing the colossal gulf between the popular understanding of wars
and the experiences of the soldiers who fight them. Praise for Men of War “A tour de force . . .
strikingly vivid, well-observed, and compulsively readable.”—The Daily Beast “Military history at
its best . . . This is indeed war up-close, as those who fought it lived it—and survived it if they
could. Men of War is deeply researched, beautifully written.”—The Wall Street Journal “A
brilliant, riveting, unique book . . . Men of War will be a classic.”—General David H. Petraeus,
U.S. Army (Retired) “The fact is that Men of War moves and educates, with the reader finding
something interesting and intriguing on virtually every page.”—National Review “This is a book
that has broad value to a wide audience. Whether the reader aims to learn what actually
happens in battle, draw on the military lessons within, or wrestle with what actually defines
combat, Men of War is a valuable addition to our understanding of this all-too-human
experience.”—The New Criterion “A highly recommended addition to the literature of military
history . . . [Rose] writes vividly and memorably, with a good eye for the telling detail or
anecdote.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Using the firsthand accounts of brave soldiers
who fought for freedom, Rose sheds new light on viewpoints we haven’t heard as widely
before. It’s a welcome perspective in an era where most people have no military experience to
speak of.”—The Washington Times “Rose poignantly captures the terror and confusion of hand-
to-hand combat during the battle.”—The Dallas Morning News “If you want to know the
meaning of war at the sharp end, this is the book to read.”—James McPherson, Pulitzer
Prize–winning author of The War That Forged a Nation
Taking its title from The Face of Battle, John Keegan's canonical book on the nature of
warfare, The Other Face of Battle illuminates the American experience of fighting in "irregular"
and "intercultural" wars over the centuries. Sometimes known as "forgotten" wars, in part
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because they lacked triumphant clarity, they are the focus of the book. David Preston, David
Silbey, and Anthony Carlson focus on, respectively, the Battle of Monongahela (1755), the
Battle of Manila (1898), and the Battle of Makuan, Afghanistan (2020)--conflicts in which
American soldiers were forced to engage in "irregular" warfare, confronting an enemy entirely
alien to them. This enemy rejected the Western conventions of warfare and defined success
and failure--victory and defeat--in entirely different ways. Symmetry of any kind is lost. Here
was not ennobling engagement but atrocity, unanticipated insurgencies, and strategic
stalemate. War is always hell. These wars, however, profoundly undermined any sense of
purpose or proportion. Nightmarish and existentially bewildering, they nonetheless characterize
how Americans have experienced combat and what its effects have been. They are therefore
worth comparing for what they hold in common as well as what they reveal about our attitude
toward war itself. The Other Face of Battle reminds us that "irregular" or "asymmetrical"
warfare is now not the exception but the rule. Understanding its roots seems more crucial than
ever.
Is peace an aberration? The bestselling author of Paris 1919 offers a provocative view of war
as an essential component of humanity. NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW AND THE EAST HAMPTON STAR
“Margaret MacMillan has produced another seminal work. . . . She is right that we must, more
than ever, think about war. And she has shown us how in this brilliant, elegantly written
book.”—H.R. McMaster, author of Dereliction of Duty and Battlegrounds: The Fight to Defend
the Free World The instinct to fight may be innate in human nature, but war—organized
violence—comes with organized society. War has shaped humanity’s history, its social and
political institutions, its values and ideas. Our very language, our public spaces, our private
memories, and some of our greatest cultural treasures reflect the glory and the misery of war.
War is an uncomfortable and challenging subject not least because it brings out both the vilest
and the noblest aspects of humanity. Margaret MacMillan looks at the ways in which war has
influenced human society and how, in turn, changes in political organization, technology, or
ideologies have affected how and why we fight. War: How Conflict Shaped Us explores such
much-debated and controversial questions as: When did war first start? Does human nature
doom us to fight one another? Why has war been described as the most organized of all
human activities? Why are warriors almost always men? Is war ever within our control?
Drawing on lessons from wars throughout the past, from classical history to the present day,
MacMillan reveals the many faces of war—the way it has determined our past, our future, our
views of the world, and our very conception of ourselves.
At seven o'clock in the morning on February 21, 1916, the ground in northern France began to
shake. For the next ten hours, twelve hundred German guns showered shells on a salient in
French lines. The massive weight of explosives collapsed dugouts, obliterated trenches,
severed communication wires, and drove men mad. As the barrage lifted, German troops
moved forward, darting from shell crater to shell crater. The battle of Verdun had begun. In
Verdun, historian Paul Jankowski provides the definitive account of the iconic battle of World
War I. A leading expert on the French past, Jankowski combines the best of traditional military
history-its emphasis on leaders, plans, technology, and the contingency of combat-with the
newer social and cultural approach, stressing the soldier's experience, the institutional
structures of the military, and the impact of war on national memory. Unusually, this book
draws on deep research in French and German archives; this mastery of sources in both
languages gives Verdun unprecedented authority and scope. In many ways, Jankowski writes,
the battle represents a conundrum. It has an almost unique status among the battles of the
Great War; and yet, he argues, it was not decisive, sparked no political changes, and was not
even the bloodiest episode of the conflict. It is said that Verdun made France, he writes; but
the question should be, What did France make of Verdun? Over time, it proved to be the last
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great victory of French arms, standing on their own. And, for France and Germany, the battle
would symbolize the terror of industrialized warfare, "a technocratic Moloch devouring its
children," where no advance or retreat was possible, yet national resources poured in
ceaselessly, perpetuating slaughter indefinitely.
The seven-year campaign that saved Europe from Napoleon told by those who
were there. What made Arthur Duke of Wellington the military genius who was
never defeated in battle? In the vivid narrative style that is his trademark, Peter
Snow recalls how Wellington evolved from a backward, sensitive schoolboy into
the aloof but brilliant commander. He tracks the development of Wellington's
leadership and his relationship with the extraordinary band of men he led from
Portugal in 1808 to their final destruction of Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo
seven years. Having described his soldiers as the 'scum of the earth' Wellington
transformed them into the finest fighting force of their time. Digging deep into the
rich treasure house of diaries and journals that make this war the first in history to
be so well recorded, Snow examines how Wellington won the devotion of
generals such as the irascible Thomas Picton and the starry but reckless 'Black
Bob' Crauford and soldiers like Rifleman Benjamin Harris and Irishman Ned
Costello. Through many first-hand accounts, Snow brings to life the horrors and
all of the humanity of life in and out of battle, as well as shows the way that
Wellington mastered the battlefield to outsmart the French and change the future
of Europe. To War with Wellington is the gripping account of a very human story
about a remarkable leader and his men.
"November, 1815. The Battle of Waterloo has come and gone, leaving the British
economy in shreds; Henry Austen, high-flying banker extraordinaire, is about to
declare bankruptcy dragging several of his brothers down with him. The crisis
destroys Henry's health, and Jane flies to his London bedside, believing him to
be dying. While she's there, the Reverend James Stanier Clarke, chaplain to His
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, invites Jane to tour Carlton House, the
Prince's fabulous London home. Clarke is a fan of Jane's books, and during the
tour he suggests she dedicate her next novel Emma to HRH, whom she
despises. However, before she can speak to HRH, Jane stumbles upon a body
sprawled on the carpet in (where else?) the Regent's library. The dying man,
Colonel MacFarland, was a cavalry hero and a friend of Wellington's. He utters a
single failing phrase: "Waterloo map" and Jane is on the hunt for a treasure of
incalculable value and a killer of considerable cunning"--
In the early morning hours of June 19, 1815, more than 50,000 men and 7,000
horses lay dead and wounded on a battlefield just south of Brussels. In the hours,
days, weeks and months that followed, news of the battle would begin to shape
the consciousness of an age; the battlegrounds would be looted and cleared, its
dead buried or burned, its ground and ruins overrun by voyeuristic tourists; the
victorious British and Prussian armies would invade France and occupy Paris.
And as his enemies within and without France closed in, Napoleon saw no
avenue ahead but surrender, exile and captivity. In this dramatic account of the
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aftermath of the battle of Waterloo, Paul O'Keeffe employs a multiplicity of
contemporary sources and viewpoints to create a reading experience that brings
into focus as never before the sights, sounds, and smells of the battlefield, of
conquest and defeat, of celebration and riot.
The Battle of Waterloo ExperienceAndre Deutsch Limited
'Vivid, violent, almost impossible to put down unfinished, this is a particularly
welcome reprint of a masterpiece' The Good Book Guide
From the prizewinning author of Europe, a riveting account of the heroic Second
Light Battalion, which held the line at Waterloo, defeating Napoleon and changing
the course of history. In 1815, the deposed emperor Napoleon returned to France
and threatened the already devastated and exhausted continent with yet another
war. Near the small Belgian municipality of Waterloo, two large, hastily mobilized
armies faced each other to decide the future of Europe-Napoleon's forces on one
side, and the Duke of Wellington on the other. With so much at stake, neither
commander could have predicted that the battle would be decided by the Second
Light Battalion, King's German Legion, which was given the deceptively simple
task of defending the Haye Sainte farmhouse, a crucial crossroads on the way to
Brussels. In The Longest Afternoon, Brendan Simms captures the chaos of
Waterloo in a minute-by-minute account that reveals how these 400-odd riflemen
successfully beat back wave after wave of French infantry. The battalion suffered
terrible casualties, but their fighting spirit and refusal to retreat ultimately decided
the most influential battle in European history.
This book, re-written for teen and young adult readers, is an exhilarating hour-by-
hour account of the Battle of Waterloo as experienced by some REAL youngsters
who were on the battlefield. Fifteen-year-old Lord William Lennox attends the
famous ball in Brussels on 15 June 1815 when Wellington learns that Napoleon's
army has invaded Belgium, and he witnesses the start of the battle. A seventeen-
year-old ensign fresh from England is terrified and bewildered by his first taste of
battle. Two young German brothers find themselves on the battlefield by mistake.
There is a French drummer boy proud to belong to Napoleon's army. And there is
six-year-old Mary Adwicke, one of the children whose mothers marched behind
their soldier husbands and encamped near the battlefield. All the glory and gore
of the battle is vividly evoked and set in a clear context so that the events of the
day are easy to follow. Children at the Battle of Waterloo is a fascinating
introduction to the history of warfare, is soundly researched, original and written
with warmth and humanity. Julia Tugendhat has written a number of therapeutic
self-help books as well as 11 books for children under the name of Julia Dobson.
At Waterloo, some 70,000 men under Napoleon and an equal number under
Wellington faced one another in a titanic and bloody struggle. In the end, as John
Keegan notes, contemporaries felt that Napoleon's defeat had "reversed the tide
of European history." Even 190 years later, the name Waterloo resounds. Italian
historian Alessandro Barbero's majestic new account stands apart from previous
British and French histories by giving voice to all the nationalities that took part.
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Invoking the memories of British, French, and Prussian soldiers, Barbero
meticulously re-creates the conflict as it unfolded, from General Reille's early
afternoon assault on the chateau of Hougoumont, to the desperate last charge of
Napoleon's Imperial Guard as evening settled in. From privates to generals,
Barbero recounts individual miracles and tragedies, moments of courage and
foolhardiness, skillfully blending them into the larger narrative of the battle's
extraordinary ebb and flow. One is left with indelible images: cavalry charges
against soldiers formed in squares; the hand-to-hand combat around
farmhouses; endless cannon balls and smoke. And, finally, a powerful
appreciation of the inevitability and futility of war. To be published on the 190th
anniversary of Waterloo, The Battle is a masterpiece of military history.
Explores the relationship between the French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte and the
Duke of Wellington prior to and in the aftermath of the Battle of Waterloo, the most
decisive battle of the nineteenth century.
"Ackroyd, as always, is well worth the read." —Kirkus, starred review Dominion, the fifth
volume of Peter Ackroyd’s masterful History of England, begins in 1815 as national
glory following the Battle of Waterloo gives way to a post-war depression and ends with
the death of Queen Victoria in January 1901. Spanning the end of the Regency,
Ackroyd takes readers from the accession of the profligate George IV whose
government was steered by Lord Liverpool, whose face was set against reform, to the
‘Sailor King’ William IV whose reign saw the modernization of the political system and
the abolition of slavery. But it was the accession of Queen Victoria, at only eighteen
years old, that sparked an era of enormous innovation. Technological progress—from
steam railways to the first telegram—swept the nation and the finest inventions were
showcased at the first Great Exhibition in 1851. The emergence of the middle-classes
changed the shape of society and scientific advances changed the old pieties of the
Church of England, and spread secular ideas among the population. Though intense
industrialization brought booming times for the factory owners, the working classes
were still subjected to poor housing, long work hours, and dire poverty. Yet by the end
of Victoria’s reign, the British Empire dominated much of the globe, and Britannia really
did seem to rule the waves.
Waterloo was the last battle fought by Napoleon and the one which finally ended his
imperial dreams. It involved the deployment of huge armies and incurred heavy losses
on both sides; for those who fought in it, Dutch and Belgians, Prussians and
Hanoverians as well as British and French troops, it was a murderous struggle. It was a
battle that would be remembered very differently across Europe. In Britain it would be
seen as an iconic battle whose memory would be enmeshed in British national identity
across the following century. In London news of the victory unleashed an outburst of
patriotic celebration and captured the imagination of the public. The Duke of Wellington
would go on to build his political career on it, and towns and cities across Britain and
the Empire raised statues and memorials to the victor. But it was only in Britain that
Waterloo acquired this iconic status. In Prussia and Holland its memory was muted - in
Prussia overshadowed by the Battle of the Nations at Leipzig, in Holland a simple
appendage to the prestige of the House of Orange. And in France it would be portrayed
as the very epitome of heroic defeat. Encapsulated in the bravery of General
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Cambronne and the last stand of the Old Guard, remembered movingly in the lines of
Stendhal and Victor Hugo, the memory of Waterloo served to sustain the romantic
legend of the Napoleonic Wars - and contributed to the growing cult of Napoleon
himself.
" --Allan R. Millett, The Journal of American History
The name Waterloo has become synonymous with final, crushing defeat. Now this
legendary battle is re-created in a groundbreaking book by an eminent British military
historian making his major American debut. Revealing how and why Napoleon fell in
Belgium in June 1815, The Battle of Waterloo definitively clears away the fog that has,
over time, obscured the truth. With fresh details and interpretations, Jeremy Black
places Waterloo within the context of the warfare of the period, showing that
Napoleon’s modern army was beaten by Britain and Prussia with techniques as old as
those of antiquity, including close-quarter combat. Here are the fateful early stages,
from Napoleon’s strategy of surprise attack—perhaps spoiled by the defection of one of
his own commanders—to his younger brother’s wasteful efforts assaulting the farm
called Hougoumont. And here is the endgame, including Commander Michel Ney’s
botched cavalry charge against the Anglo-Dutch line and the solid British resistance
against a series of French cavalry strikes, with Napoleon “repeating defeat and
reinforcing failure.” More than a masterly guide to an armed conflict, The Battle of
Waterloo is a brilliant portrait of the men who fought it: Napoleon, the bold emperor who
had bullied other rulers and worn down his own army with too many wars, and the
steadfast Duke of Wellington, who used superior firepower and a flexible generalship in
his march to victory. With bold analysis of the battle’s impact on history and its lessons
for building lasting alliances in today’s world, The Battle of Waterloo is a small volume
bound to have a big impact on global scholarship.
In 1814, with Napoleon in exile, it looked as if his career was over. Then the Emperor
escaped and made a last stand, which climaxed on June 18, 1815 at Waterloo.
Published to mark the 200th anniversary, this compelling and beautifully illustrated new
treatment of the Hundred Days campaign includes reproductions of contemporary
letters and documents that graphically portray Napoleon's final overthrow.
This historical study of Napoleonic battles and tactics examines firsthand accounts from
soldiers’ memoirs, diaries, and letters: “A major work” (David Seymour, Military
Illustrated). In this illuminating volume, historian Rory Muir explores what actually
happened in battle during the Napoleonic Wars, putting special focus on how the
participants’ feelings and reactions influenced the outcome. Looking at the immediate
dynamics of combat, Muir sheds new light on how Napoleon’s tactics worked. This
analysis is enhanced with vivid accounts of those who were there—the frightened foot
soldier, the general in command, the young cavalry officer whose boils made it
impossible to ride, and the smartly dressed aide-de-camp, tripped up by his voluminous
pantaloons. Muir considers the interaction of artillery, infantry, and cavalry; the role of
the general, subordinate commanders, staff officers, and aides; morale, esprit de corps,
soldiers’ attitudes toward death and feelings about the enemy; the plight of the
wounded; the difficulty of surrendering; and the way victories were finally decided. He
discusses the mechanics of musketry, artillery, and cavalry charges and shows how
they influenced the morale, discipline, and resolution of the opposing armies. "Muir has
filled an important gap in the study of the Napoleonic era."—Library Journal
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‘One of the lancers rode by, and stabbed me in the back with his lance. I then turned,
and lay with my face upward, and a foot soldier stabbed me with his sword as he
walked by. Immediately after, another, with his firelock and bayonet, gave me a terrible
plunge, and while doing it with all his might, exclaimed, “Sacré nom de Dieu!” ’ The
truly epic and brutal battle of Waterloo was a pivotal moment in history – a single day,
one 24-hour period, defined the course of Europe’s future. In March 1815, the Allies
declared war on Napoleon in response to his escape from exile and the renewed threat
to imperial European rule. Three months later, on 18 June 1815, having suffered
considerable losses at Quatre-Bras, Wellington’s army fell back on Waterloo, some ten
miles south of Brussels. Halting on the ridge, they awaited Napoleon’s army, blocking
their entry to the capital. This would become the Allies’ final stand, the infamous battle
of Waterloo. In this intimate, hour-by-hour account, acclaimed military historian Robert
Kershaw resurrects the human stories at the centre of the fighting, creating an
authoritative single-volume biography of this landmark battle. Drawing on his profound
insight and a field knowledge of military strategy, Kershaw takes the reader to where
the impact of the orders was felt, straight into the heart of the battle, shoulder to
shoulder with the soldiers on the mud-splattered ground. Masterfully weaving together
painstakingly researched eyewitness accounts, diaries and letters – many never before
seen or published – this gripping portrayal of Waterloo offers unparalleled authenticity.
Extraordinary images of the men and women emerge in full colour; the voices of the
sergeants, the exhausted foot-soldiers, the boy ensigns, the captains and the cavalry
troopers, from both sides, rise from the page in vivid and telling detail, as the fate of
Europe hangs by a thread.
The most beguiling and distinctive debut novel of the season: the Battle of
Waterloo…as told by a rabbit. On June 17, 1815, the Duke of Wellington amassed
his troops at Hougoumont, an ancient farmstead not far from Waterloo. The next
day, the French attacked—the first shots of the Battle of Waterloo—sparking a
brutal, day-long skirmish that left six thousand men either dead or wounded.
William is a white rabbit living at Hougoumont today. Under the tutelage of his
mysterious and wise grandmother Old Lavender, William attunes himself to the
echoes and ghosts of the battle, and through a series of adventures he comes to
recognize how deeply what happened at Waterloo two hundred years before
continues to reverberate. “Nature,” as Old Lavender says, “never truly recovers
from human cataclysms.” The Sage of Waterloo is a playful retelling of a key
turning point in human history, full of vivid insights about Napoleon, Wellington,
and the battle itself—and a slyly profound reflection on our place in the world.
Waterloo has a claim to be the most discussed battle of all time. It was the battle
which finished the career of one of history's handful of indisputable military
geniuses; it brought to a close a 20-year-old war; and it altered the destinies of
the great powers for nearly 100 years.
This account of the final years of Britain's long war against Revolutionary and
Napoleonic France places the conflict in a new - and wholly modern -
perspective. Rory Muir looks beyond the purely military aspects of the struggle to
show how the entire British nation played a part in the victory. His book provides
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a total assessment of how politicians, the press, the crown, civilians, soldiers and
commanders together defeated France. Beginning in 1807 when all of continental
Europe was under Napoleon's control, the author traces the course of the war
throughout the Spanish uprising of 1808, the campaigns of the Duke of
Wellington and Sir John Moore in Portugal and Spain, and the crossing of the
Pyrenees by the British army, to the invasion of southern France and the defeat
of Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo. Muir sets Britain's military operations on
the Iberian Peninsula within the context of the wider European conflict, and
examines how diplomatic, financial, military and political considerations combined
to shape policies and priorities. Just as political factors influenced strategic
military decisions, Muir contends, fluctuations of the war affected British political
decisions. The book is based on a comprehensive investigation of primary and
secondary sources, and on a thorough examination of the vast archives left by
the Duke of Wellington. Muir offers vivid new insights into the personalities of
Canning, Castlereagh, Perceval, Lord Wellesley, Wellington and the Prince
Regent, along with fresh information on the financial background of Britain's
campaigns. This vigorous narrative account will appeal to general readers and
military enthusiasts, as well as to students of early nineteenth-century British
politics and military history.
Published to coincide with the 200th anniversary of the battle of Waterloo, this
lavishly illustrated volume looks at all the different aspects of the 100-day
campaign which has become synonymous with the Napoleonic Wars and saw
the eventual defeat of Napoleon's French forces. Ten articles by internationally
renowned historians examine the battle from different angles, from the
microcosm of the bitter fighting for the fortified farmhouse of Hougoumont
through to a wider perspective of the 100-day campaign in its entirety. The official
publication of the Waterloo 200 organization, slipcased and highly collectible,
Waterloo – The Decisive Victory offers a unique and authoritative history of one
of the most important battles in world history.
From vicar’s son To captain of her heart! Lady Helene Banes travels to Brussels
to bring her battle-seeking younger brother home, only to collide with Rhys
Landon, her ex-fiancé! Gone is the penniless vicar’s son, now transformed into a
combat-hardened captain. The spark still burns between them, but Rhys has a
new love now—the army. Until, on the eve of battle, with Napoleon’s troops
advancing, the emotional turmoil of their past explodes into a night of passion!
From Harlequin Historical: Your romantic escape to the past.
A remarkable debut novel, ‘Four Days in June’ is an imaginative but accurate
reconstruction of five men – all real figures – five points of view, and four days of
one of the world's most famous battles.
#1 Bestseller in the U.K. From the New York Times bestselling author and master
of martial fiction comes the definitive, illustrated history of one of the greatest
battles ever fought—a riveting nonfiction chronicle published to commemorate the
200th anniversary of Napoleon’s last stand. On June 18, 1815 the armies of
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France, Britain and Prussia descended upon a quiet valley south of Brussels. In
the previous three days, the French army had beaten the Prussians at Ligny and
fought the British to a standstill at Quatre-Bras. The Allies were in retreat. The
little village north of where they turned to fight the French army was called
Waterloo. The blood-soaked battle to which it gave its name would become a
landmark in European history. In his first work of nonfiction, Bernard Cornwell
combines his storytelling skills with a meticulously researched history to give a
riveting chronicle of every dramatic moment, from Napoleon’s daring escape
from Elba to the smoke and gore of the three battlefields and their aftermath.
Through quotes from the letters and diaries of Emperor Napoleon, the Duke of
Wellington, and the ordinary officers and soldiers, he brings to life how it actually
felt to fight those famous battles—as well as the moments of amazing bravery on
both sides that left the actual outcome hanging in the balance until the bitter end.
Published to coincide with the battle’s bicentennial in 2015, Waterloo is a tense
and gripping story of heroism and tragedy—and of the final battle that determined
the fate of nineteenth-century Europe.
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