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The Archaeology Of Disease
The first edition of Ancient Medicine was the most complete examination of the medicine of the
ancient world for a hundred years. The new edition includes the key discoveries made since
the first edition, especially from important texts discovered in recent finds of papyri and
manuscripts, making it the most comprehensive and up-to-date survey available. Vivian Nutton
pays particular attention to the life and work of doctors in communities, links between medicine
and magic, and examines the different approaches to medicine across the ancient world. The
new edition includes more on Rufus and Galen as well as augmented information on
Babylonia, Hellenistic medicine and Late Antiquity. With recently discovered texts made
accessible for the first time, and providing new evidence, this broad exploration challenges
currently held perspectives, and proves an invaluable resource for students of both classics
and the history of medicine.
Foucault's classic study of the history of medicine.
Palaeopathology of Children: Identification of Pathological Conditions in the Human Skeletal
Remains of Non-Adults provides archaeological examples of pathological child remains with
varying degrees of disease manifestation, and where possible, presents illustrations of
individually affected bones to help with identification. The structure and inclusion of
photographs and summary diagnostic tables make this suitable for use as a textbook. Each
chapter includes a table of international archaeological cases collated by the author from
published and unpublished literature. Child skeletal remains come in a variety of different
sizes, with bones appearing and fusing at different times during growth. Identifying pathology in
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such unfamiliar bones can be a challenge, and we often rely on photographs of clinical
radiographs or intact anatomical specimens to try and interpret the lesions we see in
archaeological material. These are usually the most extreme examples of the disease, and do
not account for the wide degree of variation we may see in skeletal remains. Provides a
comprehensive review of the types of pathological conditions identified in non-adult skeletal
remains Contains chapters that tackle a particular disease classification Features for each
condition are described and illustrated to aid in the identification
This book accounts for the tumultuous period of the fifth to eleventh centuries from the Fall of
Rome and the collapse of the Western Roman Empire through the breakup of the Eastern
Roman Empire and loss of pan-Mediterranean rule, until the Turks arrived and seized Anatolia.
The volume is divided into a dozen syntheses that each addresses an issue of intrigue for the
archaeology of Anatolia, and two dozen case studies on single sites that exemplify its richness.
Anatolia was the only major part of the Roman Empire that did not fall in late antiquity; it
remained steadfast under Roman rule through the eleventh century. Its personal history stands
to elucidate both the emphatic impact of Roman administration in the wake of pan-
Mediterranean collapse. Thanks to Byzantine archaeology, we now know that urban decline
did not set in before the fifth century, after Anatolia had already be thoroughly Christianized in
the course of the fourth century; we know now that urban decline, as it occurred from the fifth
century onwards, was paired with rural prosperity, and an increase in the number, size, and
quality of rural settlements and in rural population; that this ruralization was halted during the
seventh to ninth centuries, when Anatolia was invaded first by the Persians, and then by the
Arabs---and the population appears to have sought shelter behind new urban fortifications and
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in large cathedrals. Further, it elucidates that once the Arab threat had ended in the ninth
century, this ruralization set in once more, and most cities seem to have been abandoned or
reduced to villages during the ensuing time of seeming tranquility, whilst the countryside
experienced renewed prosperity; that this trend was reversed yet again, when the Seljuk Turks
appeared on the scene in the eleventh century, devastated the countryside and led to a revival
and refortification of the former cities. This dynamic historical thread, traced across its
extremes through the lens of Byzantine archaeology, speaks not only to the torrid narrative of
Byzantine Anatolia, but to the enigmatic medievalization.
The Archaeology of DiseaseCornell University Press
The Bioarchaeology of Metabolic Bone Disease provides a comprehensive and invaluable
source of information on this important group of diseases. It is an essential guide for those
engaged in either basic recording or in-depth research on human remains from archaeological
sites. The range of potential tools for investigating metabolic diseases of bone are far greater
than for many other conditions, and building on clinical investigations, this book will consider
gross, surface features visible using microscopic examination, histological and radiological
features of bone, that can be used to help investigate metabolic bone diseases. Clear
photographs and line drawings illustrate gross, histological and radiological features
associated with each of the conditions Covers a range of issues pertinent to the study of
metabolic bone disease in archaeological skeletal material, including the problems that
frequent co-existence of these conditions in individuals living in the past raises, the
preservation of human bone and the impact this has on the ability to suggest a diagnosis of a
condition Includes a range of conditions that can lead to osteopenia and osteoporosis,
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including previous investigations of these conditions in archaeological bone
This revised and updated 2nd edition of Professor Charlotte Robert's best-selling Practical
Handbook provides the very latest guidance on all aspects of the recovery, handling and study
of human remains. Professon Roberts is one of the UK's leading experts in bioarchaeology,
and is internationally renowned in the field. It begins by asking why we should study human
remains, and the ethical issues surrounding their recovery, analysis, curation and display,
along with consideration of the current legal requirements for the excavation of such remains in
the UK. How people were laid to rest at death is considered, as well as the effect of various
factors on their preservation, including the environment. Further chapters give practical advice
on the excavation, processing and conservation of human remains, and the recording of data
such as age at death, sex, height, and pathological lesions. The author then discusses recent
technological advances in the study of human remains, such as stable isotope and ancient
DNA analyses. This book, with its extensive bibliography, is essential and fascinating reading
for all practictioners and students of bioarchaeology and burial archaeology and is accessible
for anyone with an interest in the study of human remains.
There is no question that European colonization introduced smallpox, measles, and other
infectious diseases to the Americas, causing considerable harm and death to indigenous
peoples. But though these diseases were devastating, their impact has been widely
exaggerated. Warfare, enslavement, land expropriation, removals, erasure of identity, and
other factors undermined Native populations. These factors worked in a deadly cabal with
germs to cause epidemics, exacerbate mortality, and curtail population recovery. Beyond
Germs: Native Depopulation in North America challenges the “virgin soil” hypothesis that was
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used for decades to explain the decimation of the indigenous people of North America. This
hypothesis argues that the massive depopulation of the New World was caused primarily by
diseases brought by European colonists that infected Native populations lacking immunity to
foreign pathogens. In Beyond Germs, contributors expertly argue that blaming germs lets
Europeans off the hook for the enormous number of Native American deaths that occurred
after 1492. Archaeologists, anthropologists, and historians come together in this cutting-edge
volume to report a wide variety of other factors in the decline in the indigenous population,
including genocide, forced labor, and population dislocation. These factors led to what the
editors describe in their introduction as “systemic structural violence” on the Native
populations of North America. While we may never know the full extent of Native depopulation
during the colonial period because the evidence available for indigenous communities is
notoriously slim and problematic, what is certain is that a generation of scholars has
significantly overemphasized disease as the cause of depopulation and has downplayed the
active role of Europeans in inciting wars, destroying livelihoods, and erasing identities.
If Levinas and Negarestani raised a child enchanted by the dark, then this is his debut. In this
book, Rosen argues that current archaeological theoretic approaches are not up to the task of
adequately theorizing exhumation in our present age of extinctions. Speculative
Annihilationism attempts to “think thought’s extinction,” suggesting a new ontological ground
for archaeology. Combining contemporary work in speculative philosophy, saprophytic
dialectics, and Levinasian ethics, Rosen’s “putrefied-thought” explores themes of the
unthought and unthinkable, anonymity, otherness, and meaninglessness so that archaeology
can be granted a new basis, a new avenue of inquiry at its intersection with extinction.
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Through an unprecedented multidisciplinary and global approach, this book
documents the dramatic several-thousand-year history of leprosy using
bioarchaeological, clinical, and historical information from a wide variety of
contexts, dispelling many long-standing myths about the disease. Drawing on her
30 years of research on the infection, Charlotte Roberts begins by outlining its
bacterial causes, how it spreads, and how it affects the body. She then considers
its diagnosis and treatment, both historically and in the present. She also looks at
the methods and tools used by paleopathologists to identify signs of leprosy in
skeletons. Examining evidence in human remains from many countries,
particularly in Europe and including Britain, Hungary, and Sweden, Roberts
demonstrates that those affected were usually buried in the same cemeteries as
their communities, contrary to the popular belief that they were all ostracized or
isolated from society into leprosy hospitals. Other myths addressed by Roberts
include the assumptions that leprosy can't be cured, that leprosy is no longer a
problem today, and that what is called "leprosy" in the Bible is the same illness as
the disease with that name now. Roberts concludes by projecting the future of
leprosy, arguing that researchers need to study the disease through an ethically
grounded evolutionary perspective. Importantly, she advises against use of the
word "leper" to avoid perpetuating stigma today surrounding people with the
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infection and resulting disabilities. Leprosy will stand as the authoritative source
on the subject for years to come. A volume in the series Bioarchaeological
Interpretations of the Human Past: Local, Regional, and Global Perspectives,
edited by Clark Spencer Larsen
This advanced textbook provides the reader with an up-to-date account of recent
developments and future potential in the study of human skeletons from both an
archaeological and forensic context. It is well-illustrated, comprehensive in its
coverage and is divided into six sections for ease of reference, encompassing
such areas as palaeodemography, juvenile health and growth, disease and
trauma, normal skeletal variation, biochemical and microscopic analyses and
facial reconstruction. Each chapter is written by a recognised specialist in the
field, and includes in-depth discussion of the reliability of methods, with
appropriate references, and current and future research directions. It is essential
reading for all students undertaking osteology as part of their studies and will also
prove a valuable reference for forensic scientists, both in the field and the
laboratory.
Biology of Disease describes the biology of many of the human disorders and
disease that are encountered in a clinical setting. It is designed for first and
second year students in biomedical science programs and will also be a highly
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effective reference for health science professionals as well as being valuable to
students beginning medical school. Real cases are used to illustrate the
importance of biology in understanding the causes of diseases, as well as in
diagnosis and therapy.
An interdisciplinary collection of papers focussing on infections, chronic illness,
and the impact of infectious diseases on medieval society, with contributions by
academics from a variety of disciplines and a diverse range of international
institutions.
"The method of Formgeschichte seeks to help in answering the historical
questions as to the nature and trustworthiness of our knowledge of Jesus, and
also in solving a theological problem properly so-called. It shows in what way the
earliest testimony about Jesus was interwoven with the earliest testimony about
the salvation which had appeared in Jesus Christ. Thereby it attempts to
emphasise and illuminate the chief elements of the message upon which
Christianity was founded." From the Author's Preface Ably translated by Bertram
Lee Woolf, this is the classic exposition of the German school of theology known
as Formgeschichte or the criticism of literary form, which through literary and
historical analysis seeks to understand the origins of the traditions of the New
Testament, and in so doing bring to light the original intentions and interests of
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those earliest traditions.
The Photographic Regional Atlas of Bone Disease is intended to serve the needs
of a diverse audience including paleopathologists, physical anthropologists and
other anthropologists, police, crime scene technicians, medical examiners,
radiologists, anatomists, and other medical specialists, regardless of training or
experience. Although originally written as a manual for physical anthropologists, it
has become a reference for anyone examining skeletal remains or dealing with
bone disease, especially in dry-bone specimens. Over the years it has gained in
popularity as one of the few “required” manuals in most skeletal laboratories
throughout the U.S. and, in fact, many countries. The purpose of the book is to
bridge the gap between clinical medicine, radiology and physical anthropology by
providing researchers with a single source and photographic atlas of what they
might encounter in one bone or an entire skeletal collection, regardless of
antiquity or origin. Unlike most texts written by clinicians for clinicians, or those
that focus on one specialty, the Regional Atlas was compiled by biological
anthropologists using a “dry bones” approach and simple yet precise
terminology, based on examination of nearly 10,000 skeletons. The authors’
expertise and diversity in anatomy, radiology, pathology and human variation
provide them with a unique perspective for distinguishing normal variation from
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pathological conditions. The book was written as a basic stand-alone reference
for bone disease and normal variation. It contains black and white photographs
and an extensive use of color plates depicting a variety of disease conditions and
stages of progression that one might expect to encounter in one or many
skeletons. The purpose of this text is to provide readers with sufficient
information on bone disease and human variation for them to recognize, describe
and interpret them. Once they have identified a disease, normal variant or other
condition, they can turn to the bibliography for references and additional
information. The Regional Atlas is intended to provide readers with enough
information to do their own skeletal analysis. It is this “dry bones” approach,
combined with the vast experiences of the authors, vivid photos and simple
terminology, that sets the Regional Atlas apart from all others.
This text shows how scientific and archaeological techniques can be used to
identify the common illnesses and injuries from which humans suffered in
antiquity. Charlotte Roberts and Keith Manchester study evidence gleaned from
written records and works of art as well as from ancient human remains, and they
combine a clinical interpretation of prevalent diseases with a graphic description
of thier social, economic, and cultural consequences. This edition includes case
studies from around the world and gives an account of the rapid technical
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advances that have dramatically increased our knowledge of illness in the distant
past.
Human bones form the most direct link to understanding how people lived in the
past, who they were and where they came from. The interpretative value of
human skeletal remains (within their burial context) in terms of past social identity
and organisation is awesome, but was, for many years, underexploited by
archaeologists. The nineteen papers in this edited volume are an attempt to
redress this by marrying the cultural aspects of burial with the anthropology of the
deceased.
This handbook examines human responses to climatic and environmental
changes in the past,and their impacts on disease patterns, nutritional status,
migration, and interpersonal violence. Bioarchaeology—the study of
archaeological human skeletons—provides direct evidence of the human
experience of past climate and environmental changes and serves as an
important complement to paleoclimate, historical, and archaeological approaches
to changes we may expect with global warming. Comprising 27 chapters from
experts across a broad range of time periods and geographical regions, this book
addresses hypotheses about how climate and environmental changes impact
human health and well-being, factors that promote resilience, and circumstances
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that make migration or interpersonal violence a more likely outcome. The volume
highlights the potential relevance of bioarchaeological analysis to contemporary
challenges by organizing the chapters into a framework outlined by the United
Nation's Sustainable Development Goals for 2030. Planning for a warmer world
requires knowledge about humans as biological organisms with a deep
connection to Earth's ecosystems balanced by an appreciation of how historical
and socio-cultural circumstances, socioeconomic inequality, degrees of
urbanization, community mobility, and social institutions play a role in shaping
long-term outcomes for human communities. Containing a wealth of nuanced
perspectives about human-environmental relations, book is key reading for
students of environmental archaeology, bioarchaeology, and the history of
disease. By providing a longer view of contemporary challenges, it may also
interest readers in public health, public policy, and planning.
Many ancient diseases with a long history of afflicting mankind such as Tuberculosis and
Malaria are now re-emerging. Greenblatt brings together palaeopathologists, anthropologists,
molecular biologists and modern infectious disease specialists to examine this phenomenon.
New techniques allow us to detect ancient pathogen DNA and other biomarkers, in effect the
chemical 'signatures' of pathogens. These tools could help us develop strategies to combat
modern emerging diseases. This book focuses on ancient diseases in order to bridge the gap
that has for so long separated today's infectious disease specialists and the paleopathologists
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who describe pathology in skeletal and mummified remains. Linking these two research
communities, and incorporating the views of anthropologists, medical ecologists and
molecular/evolutionary biologists, will hopefully promote a better understanding of this complex
but vitally important field. A more thorough knowledge of the impact of evolutionary biology on
the host-parasite relationship may even enable us to coexist with these pathogenic micro-
organisms. The book is intended to stimulate debate and co-operation between infectious
disease specialists, medical researchers, archaeologists, anthropologists and evolutionary
biologists.
Palaeopathology is designed to help bone specialists with diagnosis of diseases in skeletal
assemblages. It suggests an innovative method of arriving at a diagnosis in the skeleton by
applying what are referred to as 'operational definitions'. The aim is to ensure that all those
who study bones will use the same criteria for diagnosing disease, which will enable valid
comparisons to be made between studies. This book is based on modern clinical knowledge
and provides background information so that those who read it will understand the natural
history of bone diseases, and this will enable them to draw reliable conclusions from their
observations. Details of bone metabolism and the fundamentals of basic pathology are also
provided, as well as a comprehensive and up-to-date bibliography. A short chapter on
epidemiology provides information on how best to analyze and present the results of a study of
human remains.
The analysis of animal bone assemblages from archaeological sites provides much valuable
data concerning economic and husbandry practices in the past, as well as insights into cultural
and symbolic or ritual activity. Animal palaeopathology can identify diseases in
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archaeozoological assemblages but little interest has been expressed in investigating and
understanding the cultural aspects of the diseases identified. Such assemblages represent the
cumulative effects of human attitudes, decisions and influences regarding the keeping, care,
treatment, neglect and exploitation of animals which result in a range of conditions, non-
infectious diseases and injuries that can be recognised on ancient skeletal material.
Additionally, ever since the domestication of a handful of animal species around 10,000 years
ago, close physical proximity has been a mutual source of infectious disease and traumatic
injury for humans and animals alike. Shuffling Nags, Lame Ducks provides an invaluable guide
to the investigation of trauma and disease in archaeozoological assemblages. It provides a
clear methodological approach, and describes and explains the wide range of traumatic
lesions, infections, diseases, inherited disorders and other pathological changes and
anomalies that can be identified. In so doing, it explores the impact that “man-made” decisions
have had on animals, including special aspects of culture that may be reflected in the
treatment of diseased or injured animals often incorporating powerful symbolic or religious
roles, and seeks to enhance our understanding of the relationship between man and beast in
the past. Chapters include: · History of studying pathological animal remains · Differences
between human and animal palaeopathology · Methodology · Growth, development and ageing
· Traumatic lesions · Inflammatory diseases and bone · Pathological lesions in working animals
· Diseases connected to the environment
Lupton's newest edition of Medicine as Culture is more relevant than ever. Trudy Rudge,
Professor of Nursing, University of Sydney A welcome update of a text that has become a
mainstay of the medical sociologist's library. Alan Radley, Emeritus Professor of Social
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Psychology, Loughborough University Medicine as Culture introduces students to a broad
range of cross-disciplinary theoretical perspectives, using examples that emphasize bodies
and visual images. Lupton's core contrast between lay perspectives on illness and medical
power is a useful beginning point for courses teaching health and illness from a socio-cultural
perspective. Arthur Frank, Department of Sociology, University of Calgary Medicine as Culture
is unlike any other sociological text on health and medicine. It combines perspectives drawn
from a wide variety of disciplines including sociology, anthropology, social history, cultural
geography, and media and cultural studies. The book explores the ways in which medicine and
health care are sociocultural constructions, ranging from popular media and elite cultural
representations of illness to the power dynamics of the doctor-patient relationship. The Third
Edition has been updated to cover new areas of interest, including: - studies of space and
place in relation to the body - actor-network theory as it is applied in research related to
medicine - The internet and social media and how they contribute to lay health knowledge and
patient support - complementary and alternative medicine - obesity and fat politics.
Contextualising introductions and discussion points in every chapter makes Medicine as
Culture, Third Edition a rigorous yet accessible text for students. Deborah Lupton is an
independent sociologist and Honorary Associate in the Department of Sociology and Social
Policy, University of Sydney.
Over the last decade, North American archaeologists have become increasingly aware that
numerous biological and man-made hazards pose significant health risks for field researchers.
The present collection is the first descriptive and analytical volume on the health safety issues
that confront Americas archaeological community.
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The aim of this book is to provide an introduction to what can be learnt from the scientific study
of human skeletal remains from archaeological sites.
Highly practical yet authoritative, the new edition of Modern Infectious Disease Epidemiology
has been thoroughly updated and revised in line with changing health concerns. This
successful book continues to outline the tools available to the infectious disease student or
clinician seeking a thorough background in the epidemiology of infectious and communicable
diseases. Building on many case studies and practical scenarios included, the book then uses
the tools learnt to illustrate the fundamental concepts of the study of infectious diseases, such
as infection spread, surveillance and control, infectivity, incubation periods, seroepidemiology,
and immunity in populations. New edition of this popular book, completely revised and updated
Retains the clarity and down-to-earth approach praised in previous editions Successfully
combines epidemiological theory with the principles of infectious disease treatment and control
A highly experienced author brings a personal and unique approach to this important subject
All students of epidemiology, infectious disease medicine and microbiology will find this text
invaluable, ensuring its continued popularity.
Ortner's Identification of Pathological Conditions in Human Skeletal Remains, Third Edition,
provides an integrated and comprehensive treatment of the pathological conditions that affect
the human skeleton. As ancient skeletal remains can reveal a treasure trove of information to
the modern orthopedist, pathologist, forensic anthropologist, and radiologist, this book presents
a timely resource. Beautifully illustrated with over 1,100 photographs and drawings, it provides
an essential text and material on bone pathology, thus helping improve the diagnostic ability of
those interested in human dry bone pathology. Presents a comprehensive review of the
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skeletal diseases encountered in archaeological human remains Includes more than 1100
photographs and line drawings illustrating skeletal diseases, including both microscopic and
gross features Based on extensive research on skeletal paleopathology in many countries
Reviews important theoretical issues on how to interpret evidence of skeletal disease in
archaeological human populations
Affliction inaugurates a novel way of understanding the trajectories of health and disease in the
context of poverty. Focusing on low-income neighborhoods in Delhi, it stitches together three
different sets of issues. First, it examines the different trajectories of illness: What are the
circumstances under which illness is absorbed within the normal and when does it exceed the
normal—putting resources, relationships, and even one’s world into jeopardy? A second set of
issues involves how different healers understand their own practices. The astonishing range of
practitioners found in the local markets in the poor neighborhoods of Delhi shows how the
magical and the technical are knotted together in the therapeutic experience of healers and
patients. The book asks: What is expert knowledge? What is it that the practitioner knows and
what does the patient know? How are these different forms of knowledge brought together in
the clinical encounter, broadly defined? How does this event of everyday life bear the traces of
larger policies at the national and global levels? Finally, the book interrogates the models of
disease prevalence and global programming that emphasize surveillance over care and deflect
attention away from the specificities of local worlds. Yet the analysis offered retains an
openness to different ways of conceptualizing “what is happening” and stimulates a
conversation between different disciplinary orientations to health, disease, and poverty. Most
studies of health and disease focus on the encounter between patient and practitioner within
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the space of the clinic. This book instead privileges the networks of relations, institutions, and
knowledge over which the experience of illness is dispersed. Instead of thinking of illness as an
event set apart from everyday life, it shows the texture of everyday life, the political economy of
neighborhoods, as well as the dark side of care. It helps us see how illness is bound by the
contexts in which it occurs, while also showing how illness transcends these contexts to say
something about the nature of everyday life and the making of subjects.
A global history of malaria that traces the natural and social forces that have shaped its spread
and made it deadly, while limiting efforts to eliminate it. Malaria sickens hundreds of millions of
people—and kills nearly a half a million—each year. Despite massive efforts to eradicate the
disease, it remains a major public health problem in poorer tropical regions. But malaria has
not always been concentrated in tropical areas. How did malaria disappear from other regions,
and why does it persist in the tropics? From Russia to Bengal to Palm Beach, Randall M.
Packard's far-ranging narrative shows how the history of malaria has been driven by the
interplay of social, biological, economic, and environmental forces. The shifting alignment of
these forces has largely determined the social and geographical distribution of the disease,
including its initial global expansion, its subsequent retreat to the tropics, and its current
persistence. Packard argues that efforts to control and eliminate malaria have often ignored
this reality, relying on the use of biotechnologies to fight the disease. Failure to address the
forces driving malaria transmission have undermined past control efforts. Describing major
changes in both the epidemiology of malaria and efforts to control the disease, the revised
edition of this acclaimed history, which was chosen as the 2008 End Malaria Awards Book of
the Year in its original printing, • examines recent efforts to eradicate malaria following
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massive increases in funding and political commitment; • discusses the development of new
malaria-fighting biotechnologies, including long-lasting insecticide-treated nets, rapid
diagnostic tests, combination artemisinin therapies, and genetically modified mosquitoes; •
explores the efficacy of newly developed vaccines; and • explains why eliminating malaria will
also require addressing the social forces that drive the disease and building health
infrastructures that can identify and treat the last cases of malaria. Authoritative, fascinating,
and eye-opening, this short history of malaria concludes with policy recommendations for
improving control strategies and saving lives.
Have you ever wondered what it was like to live in the past? Did they experience reality in a
much different way than we do now with our media, our fast travel, our fast food, and our
leisure? Do you especially think about what it might have been like to have lived in Bible
times? What would your childhood have been like? How would you have chosen a marriage
partner? How would you probably have made a living? What sort of house would you have
lived in? What diseases would have threatened your daily existence? How long would you
have lived? How would you have practiced your religion? These are a few of the intriguing
questions answered by this study. The book takes you on a journey into the past to view daily
life through the lenses of not only texts but archaeological finds. The information from the past
is also filtered through ethnographic studies of more contemporaneous, yet traditional,
societies in the Middle East. The result is a presentation that may surprise you--even shock
you--at times, but always will interest you.
Bioarchaeology covers the history and general theory of the field plus the recovery and
laboratory treatment of human remains. Bioarchaeology is the study of human remains in
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context from an archaeological and anthropological perspective. The book explores, through
numerous case studies, how the ways a society deals with their dead can reveal a great deal
about that society, including its religious, political, economic, and social organizations. It details
recovery methods and how, once recovered, human remains can be analyzed to reveal details
about the funerary system of the subject society and inform on a variety of other issues, such
as health, demography, disease, workloads, mobility, sex and gender, and migration. Finally,
the book highlights how bioarchaeological techniques can be used in contemporary forensic
settings and in investigations of genocide and war crimes. In Bioarchaeology, theories,
principles, and scientific techniques are laid out in a clear, understandable way, and students
of archaeology at undergraduate and graduate levels will find this an excellent guide to the
field.
Archäozoologie - Zoologie.
A Companion to Paleopathology offers a comprehensive overview of this rapidly growing sub-
field of physical anthropology. Presents a broad overview of the field of paleopathology,
integrating theoretical and methodological approaches to understand biological and disease
processes throughout human history Demonstrates how paleopathology sheds light on the
past through the analysis of human and non-human skeletal materials, mummified remains
and preserved tissue Integrates scientific advances in multiple fields that contribute to the
understanding of ancient and historic diseases, such as epidemiology, histology, radiology,
parasitology, dentistry, and molecular biology, as well as archaeological, archival and historical
research. Highlights cultural processes that have an impact on the evolution of illness, death
and dying in human populations, including subsistence strategies, human environmental
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adaptations, the effects of malnutrition, differential access to resources, and interpersonal and
intercultural violence
The Archaeology of Human Bones provides an up to date account of the scientific analysis of
human skeletal remains from archaeological sites. This completely revised edition reflects the
latest developments in scientific techniques for studying human skeletons and the latest
applications of those techniques in archaeology. In particular, the sections on ancient DNA and
bone stable isotopes have been comprehensively updated, and two completely new chapters
have been introduced, covering metric study of the postcranial skeleton and ethical dimensions
of the study of human remains. The Archaeology of Human Bones introduces students to the
anatomy of bones and teeth, utilising a large number of images. It analyzes the biasing effects
of decay and incomplete recovery on burial data from archaeological sites, and discusses what
we may learn about burial rites from human remains. Subsequent chapters focus on
demographic analysis of earlier populations, normal skeletal variation, disease and injury,
isotopic and DNA analysis of bone, the study of cremated bone and ethical aspects of working
with ancient human remains. Current scientific methods are explained, alongside a critical
discussion of their strengths and weaknesses. The ways in which scientific analyses of human
skeletal remains can contribute to tackling major archaeological or historical issues is
illustrated by means of examples drawn from studies from around the world. Technical jargon
is kept to a minimum, and each chapter contains a summary of the main points that a student
should grasp and a list of further reading targeted to enable students to follow up major issues
covered in the book. Featuring case studies from around the world and with copious
illustrations, The Archaeology of Human Bones continues to be a crucial work for students of
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archaeology.
Designed to be used as an aid in the field, this practical guide explains how to recognize and
classify joint disease in skeletal material. Emphasizes the fact that palaeopathological
diagnoses differ in many important respects from clinical or radiological diagnoses. Describes
each of the major joint diseases along with methods for their diagnoses. Every chapter is
extensively illustrated with photographs and line drawings of type specimens.
An Indispensable Resource on Advanced Methods of Analysis of Human Skeletal and Dental
Remains in Archaeological and Forensic Contexts Now in its third edition, Biological
Anthropology of the Human Skeleton has become a key reference for bioarchaeologists,
human osteologists, and paleopathologists throughout the world. It builds upon basic skills to
provide the foundation for advanced scientific analyses of human skeletal remains in cultural,
archaeological, and theoretical contexts. This new edition features updated coverage of topics
including histomorphometry, dental morphology, stable isotope methods, and ancient DNA, as
well as a number of new chapters on paleopathology. It also covers bioarchaeological ethics,
taphonomy and the nature of archaeological assemblages, biomechanical analyses of
archaeological human skeletons, and more. Fully updated and revised with new material
written by leading researchers in the field Includes many case studies to demonstrate
application of methods of analysis Offers valuable information on contexts, methods,
applications, promises, and pitfalls Covering the latest advanced methods and techniques for
analyzing skeletal and dental remains from archaeological discoveries, Biological Anthropology
of the Human Skeleton is a trusted text for advanced undergraduates, graduate students, and
professionals in human osteology, bioarchaeology, and paleopathology.
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Interdisciplinary study on the role of earthquakes in the eastern Mediterranean Does the
“Minoan myth” still stand up to scientific scrutiny? Since the work of Sir Arthur Evans at
Knossos (Crete, Greece), the romanticized vision of the Cretan Bronze Age as an era of
peaceful prosperity only interrupted by the catastrophic effects of natural disasters has
captured the popular and scientific imagination. Its impact on the development of archaeology,
archaeoseismology, and earthquake geology in the eastern Mediterranean is considerable.
Yet, in spite of more than a century of archaeological explorations on the island of Crete,
researchers still do not have a clear understanding of the effects of earthquakes on Minoan
society. This volume, gathering the contributions of Minoan archaeologists, geologists,
seismologists, palaeoseismologists, geophysicists, architects, and engineers, provides an up-
to-date interdisciplinary appraisal of the role of earthquakes in Minoan society and in Minoan
archaeology – what we know, what are the remaining issues, and where we need to go.
Contributors: Tim Cunningham (Université catholique de Louvain), Jan Driessen (Université
catholique de Louvain), Charalampos Fassoulas (Natural History Museum of Crete, University
of Crete), Christoph Grützner (RWTH Aachen University, University of Cambridge), Susan E.
Hough (U.S. Geological Survey), Simon Jusseret (The University of Texas at Austin, Université
catholique de Louvain), Colin F. Macdonald (The British School at Athens), Jack Mason
(RWTH Aachen University), James P. McCalpin (GEO-HAZ Consulting Inc.), Floyd W. McCoy
(University of Hawaii – Windward), Clairy Palyvou (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki),
Gerassimos A. Papadopoulos (National Observatory of Athens), Klaus Reicherter (RWTH
Aachen University), Manuel Sintubin (KU Leuven), Jeffrey S. Soles (University of North
Carolina – Greensboro), Rhonda Suka (Research Corporation of the University of Hawaii),

Page 23/28



Get Free The Archaeology Of Disease

Eleftheria Tsakanika (National Technical University of Athens), Thomas Wiatr (RWTH Aachen
University, German Federal Agency for Cartography and Geodesy).
The Archaeology of Identities brings together seventeen seminal articles from this
exciting new discipline in one indispensable volume for the first time. Editor Timothy
Insoll expertly selects a cross-section of contributions by leading authorities to form a
comprehensive and balanced representation of approaches and interests. Issues
covered include: gender and sexuality ethnicity, nationalism and caste age ideology
disability. Chapters are thematically arranged and are contextualized with lucid
summaries and an introductory chapter, providing an accessible introduction to the
varied selection of case studies included and archaeological materials considered from
global sources. The study of identity is increasingly recognized as a fundamental
division of archaeological enquiry, and has recently become the focus of a variety of
new and challenging developments. As such, this volume will fast become the definitive
sourcebook in archaeology of identities, making it essential reading for students,
lecturers and researchers in the field.
How devastating viruses, pandemics, and other natural catastrophes swept through the
far-flung Roman Empire and helped to bring down one of the mightiest civilizations of
the ancient world Here is the monumental retelling of one of the most consequential
chapters of human history: the fall of the Roman Empire. The Fate of Rome is the first
book to examine the catastrophic role that climate change and infectious diseases
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played in the collapse of Rome’s power—a story of nature’s triumph over human
ambition. Interweaving a grand historical narrative with cutting-edge climate science
and genetic discoveries, Kyle Harper traces how the fate of Rome was decided not just
by emperors, soldiers, and barbarians but also by volcanic eruptions, solar cycles,
climate instability, and devastating viruses and bacteria. He takes readers from Rome’s
pinnacle in the second century, when the empire seemed an invincible superpower, to
its unraveling by the seventh century, when Rome was politically fragmented and
materially depleted. Harper describes how the Romans were resilient in the face of
enormous environmental stress, until the besieged empire could no longer withstand
the combined challenges of a “little ice age” and recurrent outbreaks of bubonic
plague. A poignant reflection on humanity’s intimate relationship with the environment,
The Fate of Rome provides a sweeping account of how one of history’s greatest
civilizations encountered and endured, yet ultimately succumbed to the cumulative
burden of nature’s violence. The example of Rome is a timely reminder that climate
change and germ evolution have shaped the world we inhabit—in ways that are
surprising and profound.
The Archaeology of Disease shows how the latest scientific and archaeological
techniques can be used to identify the common illnesses and injuries from which
humans suffered in antiquity. Charlotte Roberts and Keith Manchester offer a vivid
picture of ancient disease and trauma by combining the results of scientific research
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with information gathered from documents, other areas of archaeology, art, and
ethnography. The book contains information on congenital, infectious, dental, joint,
endocrine, and metabolic diseases. The authors provide a clinical context for specific
ailments and accidents and consider the relevance of ancient demography, basic bone
biology, funerary practices, and prehistoric medicine. This fully revised third edition has
been updated to and encompasses rapidly developing research methods of in this
fascinating field.
Though apparently in decline during the first half of the 20th century, tuberculosis has
reawakened in both developed and developing countries, particularly among
susceptible populations with immunodeficiency disorders.
This volume presents a truly integrated methodological and biocultural approach to the
expanding discipline of human palaeopathology. The book provides researchers and
practitioners with a comprehensive guide to the main methods and techniques that are
currently available for studying diseases and related conditions from human skeletal
remains. It also describes the ways in which these methods can be applied to the
reconstruction of health and disease in the past. The first part of the book deals with the
survival of palaeopathological evidence and provides an up-to-date account of some of
the latest techniques for studying disease in ancient remains. These include imaging
techniques, such as radiography and CT scanning, and biochemical and histological
analyses. Part two discusses the diagnosis and interpretation of particular classes of

Page 26/28



Get Free The Archaeology Of Disease

disease. The emphasis here is on what can be learnt by taking a biocultural or holistic
approach to the study of disease frequencies at a population level. Combines
theoretical, methodological and diagnostic aspects with key biocultural approaches.
Includes overviews of the latest applicable techniques from molecular biology,
biochemistry, histopathology and medical imaging. Written by an international team of
experts. This book is an invaluable resource for biological anthropologists and
archaeologists who study health and disease in past populations. It is also of interest to
medical researchers dealing with epidemiological, diagnostic and pathophysiological
aspects of diseases, who need a perspective upon the ways in which particular
diseases affected earlier generations. Praise from the reviews: “… This book offers an
impressive amount of information for both students and more advanced researchers. Its
value lies in the vast expertise the contributors have to offer, with all of them being
experts with long-standing careers in their respective fields, as well as the geographical
distribution of examples that are given to illustrate specific diseases… outstanding and it
truly is an important resource for anyone interested in palaeopathology.”
PALEOPATHOLOGY NEWSLETTER “The strengths of the book are numerous, but I
am especially impressed with the clarity of presentation… I strongly recommend the
book, and plan on using it in my classes as assigned reading to emphasize the very
complex nature of diagnosis and its essential role of providing baseline information for
interpreting health profiles of ancient populations.” THE QUARTERLY REVIEW OF
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BIOLOGY “It may be asked if we really need yet another book on paleopathology,
especially because there are many acclaimed sources available. In this case, the
answer must be a resounding ‘‘Yes!’’…Visually and textually, this volume is of
exceptional value for guiding future generations of paleopathologists.” AMERICAN
JOURNAL OF PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY "Pinhasi and Mays have produced an
excellent, balanced compilation that reflects what is currently happening in
paleopathology research and that nicely addresses paleopathology as both discipline
and tool, highlighting technical advanced and schooling us on how disease manifests in
the human skeleton. This is valuable resource that students and professionals
interested in human paloepathology should consider adding to their libraries."
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HUMAN BIOLOGY
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