File Type PDF The Age Of Vikings Anders Winroth

The Age Of Vikings Anders Winroth
The Age of the VikingsPrinceton University Press
Fantasy fans of Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson and John Flanagan’s Ranger’s Apprentice series will embrace this first novel in an adventurefilled, Viking-inspired series by a debut author. Meet Karn. He is destined to take over the family farm in Norrøngard. His only problem? He’d
rather be playing the board game Thrones and Bones. Enter Thianna. Half human, half frost giantess. She’s too tall to blend in with other
humans but too short to be taken seriously as a giant. When family intrigues force Karn and Thianna to flee into the wilderness, they have to
keep their sense of humor and their wits about them. But survival can be challenging when you’re being chased by a 1,500-year-old dragon,
Helltoppr the undead warrior and his undead minions, an evil uncle, wyverns, and an assortment of trolls and giants. Readers will embark on
a sweeping epic fantasy as they join Karn and Thianna on a voyage of discovery. Antics and hair-raising escapades abound in this fantasy
adventure as the two forge a friendship and journey to unknown territory. Their plan: to save their families from harm. Debut novelist Lou
Anders has created a rich world of over twenty-five countries inhabited by Karn, Thianna, and an array of fantastical creatures, as well as the
Thrones and Bones board game. Praise for Frostborn: "Future fans of Tolkien and George R.R. Martin can happily cut their serial-fantasy
teeth on this first book of an eventual series." -Kirkus Reviews "A fun, fast-paced, and highly enjoyable tale." -Garth Nix, bestselling author of
the Abhorsen trilogy *"...a powerful, fast-paced tale... The setting is rich, the characters well-defined, and the danger ever-paramount."
-Publishers Weekly, starred "...an excellent choice for readers new to the genre. The themes of staying true to oneself, teamwork, and
individuality will resonate with readers." -School Library Journal "...this accessible fantasy brings together two very different children bound by
common goals." -Booklist "The most delightful fantasy I have read in ages. . . . Put me on the waiting list for book 2!" -Amy Plum, international
bestselling author of the Die For Me series
Christianity and European-style monarchy—the cross and the scepter—were introduced to Scandinavia in the tenth century, a development
that was to have profound implications for all of Europe. Cross and Scepter is a concise history of the Scandinavian kingdoms from the age of
the Vikings to the Reformation, written by Scandinavia's leading medieval historian. Sverre Bagge shows how the rise of the three kingdoms
not only changed the face of Scandinavia, but also helped make the territorial state the standard political unit in Western Europe. He
describes Scandinavia’s momentous conversion to Christianity and the creation of church and monarchy there, and traces how these events
transformed Scandinavian law and justice, military and administrative organization, social structure, political culture, and the division of power
among the king, aristocracy, and common people. Bagge sheds important new light on the reception of Christianity and European learning in
Scandinavia, and on Scandinavian history writing, philosophy, political thought, and courtly culture. He looks at the reception of European
impulses and their adaptation to Scandinavian conditions, and examines the relationship of the three kingdoms to each other and the rest of
Europe, paying special attention to the inter-Scandinavian unions and their consequences for the concept of government and the division of
power. Cross and Scepter provides an essential introduction to Scandinavian medieval history for scholars and general readers alike, offering
vital new insights into state formation and cultural change in Europe.
Though infamous for their pirating and raiding, active Vikings were actually only a tiny fraction of the total Scandinavian population during the
so-called Viking Age. This exploration of their culture goes beyond the myths into the prosaic realities and intimate details of family life; their
attitude toward the more vulnerable members of society; their famed longships and extensive travels; and the role they played in the greater
community. In addition to images and maps, a timeline lays out Viking history.
Covers the different geographical areas of the Viking world, and traces the Viking story from the first raids on isolated coastal communities
toward the end of the eighth century to the establishing of permanent settlements
This book analyses the Nordic pre-Christian ideology of rulership, and its confrontation with, survival into and adaptation to the European
Christian ideals during the transition from the Viking to the Middle Ages from the ninth to the thirteenth century.
A comprehensive and comparative study of the prehistory and medieval history of Scandinavia.
Johannes Fried gives us a Middle Ages full of people encountering the unfamiliar, grappling with new ideas, redefining power, and interacting
with different societies—an era characterized by continuities and discontinuities, the vibrant expansion of knowledge, and an understanding of
the growing complexity of the world.
From the translator of the bestselling Poetic Edda (Hackett, 2015) comes a gripping new rendering of two of the greatest sagas of Old Norse
literature. Together the two sagas recount the story of seven generations of a single legendary heroic family and comprise our best source of
traditional lore about its members—including, among others, the dragon-slayer Sigurd, Brynhild the Valkyrie, and the Viking chieftain Ragnar
Lothbrok.
An illustrated guide to Viking warfare from strategy and weapons to culture and tradition: “a very excellent introduction to the Viking age as a
whole” (Justin Pollard, historical consultant for the Amazon television series Vikings). From the time when sailing was first introduced to
Scandinavia, Vikings reached virtually every corner of Europe and even America with their raids and conquests. Wherever Viking ships
roamed, enormous suffering followed in their wake, but the encounters between cultures also brought immense change to both European and
Nordic societies. In Vikings at War, historian Kim Hjardar presents a comprehensive overview of Viking weapons technology, military
traditions and tactics, offensive and defensive strategies, fortifications, ships, and command structure. The most crucial element of the
Viking’s success was their strategy of arriving by sea, attacking with great force, and withdrawing quickly. In their militarized society, honor
was everything, and ruining one’s posthumous reputation was considered worse than death itself. Vikings at War features more than 380
color illustrations, including beautiful reconstruction drawings, maps, cross-section drawings of ships, line-drawings of fortifications, battle
plan reconstructions, and photos of surviving artifacts, including weapons and jewelry. Winner of Norway’s Saga Prize, Vikings at War is now
available in English with this new translation. “A magnificent piece of work [that] I’d recommend to anyone with an interest in the Viking
period.” —Justin Pollard, historical consultant for the Amazon television series Vikings
In this book a MacArthur Award-winning scholar argues for a radically new interpretation of the conversion of Scandinavia from paganism to
Christianity in the early Middle Ages. Overturning the received narrative of Europe's military and religious conquest and colonization of the
region, Anders Winroth contends that rather than acting as passive recipients, Scandinavians converted to Christianity because it was in
individual chieftains' political, economic, and cultural interests to do so. Through a painstaking analysis and historical reconstruction of both
archeological and literary sources, and drawing on scholarly work that has been unavailable in English, Winroth opens up new avenues for
studying European ascendency and the expansion of Christianity in the medieval period.
Valkyries: the female supernatural beings that choose who dies and who lives on the battlefield. They protect some, but guide spears, arrows
and sword blades into the bodies of others. Viking myths about valkyries attempt to elevate the banality of war – to make the pain and
suffering, the lost limbs and deformities, the piles of lifeless bodies of young men, glorious and worthwhile. Rather than their death being
futile, it is their destiny and good fortune, determined by divine beings. The women in these stories take full part in the power struggles and
upheavals in their communities, for better or worse. Drawing on the latest historical and archaeological evidence, Valkyrie introduces readers
to the dramatic and fascinating texts recorded in medieval Iceland, a culture able to imagine women in all kinds of roles carrying power, not
just in this world, but pulling the strings in the other-world, too. In the process, this fascinating book uncovers the reality behind the myths and
legends to reveal the dynamic, diverse lives of Viking women.
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This book analyses the society, economy, settlement, and culture of the territory of present-day Estonia in the period of ca AD 450-1050. This
period is known in the Estonian archaeological chronology as the Migration Period, the Pre-Viking Age, and the Viking Age. This was an era
of rapid change, by the end of which traditional Estonian peasant culture as it is known until the 19th century had developed. Whereas in
Western Europe written sources from the second half of the first millennium AD herald the arrival of the Middle Ages, there is an almost
complete absence of written information about the prevailing conditions and events that took place in the area of present-day Estonia. There
are only remains of the farms and fortresses of that time beneath the earth, as well as cemeteries, overgrown field baulks and clearance
cairns, and the large amount of excavated ancient objects or fragments thereof. Many aspects of prehistoric life cannot be researched
because the source material is not extant and there is no hope of finding it. Moreover, many phenomena of human life do not generate
archaeological source material. Thus our overall understanding of the Estonian Middle Iron Age and the Viking Age is inevitably fragmentary
and superficial.
The first edition of this standard work was published in 1927 and has been reprinted several times. This second edition has been revised and
reset and the saga Hrafnkels saga freysgooa is now included in its entirety. The work is now available for the first time in paperback.
"The popular TV show may have popularized Ragnar's story but the real facts are not very well known. Discover the truth behind this Viking
Warrior and the rich history of the Vikings."--Publisher's description.
In this extensively revised third edition of The Viking Age: A Reader, Somerville and McDonald successfully bring the Vikings and their world
to life for twenty-first-century students and instructors. The diversity of the Viking era is revealed through the remarkable range and variety of
sources presented as well as the geographical and chronological coverage of the readings. The third edition has been reorganized into fifteen
chapters. Many new sources have been added, including material on gender and warrior women, and a completely new final chapter traces
the continuing cultural influence of the Vikings to the present day. into the twenty-first century. The use of visual material has been expanded
significantly, and updated maps illustrate historical developments throughout the Viking Age. The NorseEnglish translations of Norse texts,
many of them new to this collection, are straightforward and easily accessible, while chapter introductions contextualize the readings.

'The Viking World' is a one-stop authoritative introduction to the latest research in the field and covers such wide-ranging
topics as social institutions, spatial issues, the Viking Age economy, warfare, beliefs, language, voyages, and links with
medieval and Christian Europe.
This book explores households, social organization, and rituals in Viking Age Scandinavia through a study of dwellings
and their doorways.
This book, the first in our Companions to Medieval Studies series, is a brief introduction to the history, culture, and
religion of the Viking Age and provides an essential foundation for study of the period. The companion begins by defining
the Viking Age and explores topics such as Viking society and religion. Viking biographies provide students with
information on important figures in Viking lore such as Harald Bluetooth, Eirik the Red, Leif Eiriksson, and Gudrid
Thorbjarnardaughter, a female Viking traveler. A compelling chapter entitled "How Do We Know About the Vikings?" and
a case study on the wandering monks of St. Philibert introduce students to the process of historical inquiry. The book
concludes with a discussion of the impact of the Vikings and their legacy. Pedagogical resources include a detailed
chronology, study questions, a glossary, 4 maps, and 14 images. Text boxes provide information on outsider perceptions
of the Vikings, a detailed account of a Viking raid, and a description of a chieftain's dwelling in Arctic Norway. This study
also benefits from a multi-disciplinary approach including insights and evidence from such diverse disciplines as
archaeology, philology, religion, linguistics, and genetics.
Scandinavia is the epitome of cool: we fill our homes with Nordic furniture; we envy their humane social welfare system
and their healthy outdoor lifestyle; we glut ourselves on their crime fiction; even their strangely attractive melancholia
seems to express a stoic, commonsensical acceptance of life’s vicissitudes. But how valid is this outsider’s view of
Scandinavia, and how accurate our picture of life in Scandinavia today? Scandinavians follows a chronological
progression across the Northern centuries: the Vendel era of Swedish prehistory; the age of the Vikings; the Christian
conversions of Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Iceland; the unified Scandinavian state of the late Middle Ages; the seachange of the Reformation; the kingdom of Denmark-Norway; King Gustav Adolphus and the age of Sweden’s
greatness; the cultural golden age of Ibsen, Strindberg and Munch; the impact of the Second World War; Scandinavia’s
postwar social democratic nirvana; and the terror attacks of Anders Behring Breivik. Scandinavians is also a personal
investigation, with award-winning author Robert Ferguson as the ideal companion as he explores wide-ranging topics
such as the power and mystique of Scandinavian women, from the Valkyries to the Vikings; from Nora and Hedda to
Garbo and Bergman. This digressive technique is familiar from the writings of W. G. Sebald, and in Ferguson’s hands it
is deployed with particular felicity, accessibility, and deftness, richly illuminating our understanding of modern
Scandinavia, its society, politics, culture, and temperament.
A comprehensive and thrilling history of the Vikings for fans of the History Channel series, soon to return for its fifth
season From Harald Bluetooth to Cnut the Great, the feared seamen and plunderers of the Viking Age ruled Norway,
Sweden, and Denmark but roamed as far as Byzantium, Greenland, and America. Raiders and traders, settlers and
craftsmen, the medieval Scandinavians who have become familiar to history as Vikings never lose their capacity to
fascinate, from their ingeniously designed longboats to their stormy pantheon of Viking gods and goddesses, ruled by
Odin in Valhalla. Robert Ferguson is a sure guide across what he calls "the treacherous marches which divide legend
from fact in Viking Age history." His long familiarity with the literary culture of Scandinavia with its skaldic poetry is
combined with the latest archaeological discoveries to reveal a sweeping picture of the Norsemen, one of history's most
amazing civilizations. Impeccably researched and filled with compelling accounts and analyses of legendary Viking
warriors and Norse mythology, The Vikings is an indispensable guide to medieval Scandinavia and is a wonderful
companion to the History Channel series. "Integrating archaeological, genetic, linguistic, and literary information,
Ferguson realizes a Viking history bound to satisfy." -Booklist
From Finland to Newfoundland and Jelling to Jerusalem, follow in the wake of the Vikings—a transformative story of a
people that begins with paganism and ends in Christendom. In AD 800, the Scandinavians were just barbarians in
longships. Though they held sway in the north, their power meant little more than the ability to pillage and plunder, which
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they did to bolster their status at home. But as these Norse warriors left their strongholds to trade, raid, and settle across
wide areas of Europe, Asia, and the North Atlantic, their violent and predatory culture left a unique imprint on medieval
history. The twist that no one predicted, however, was a much slower, insidious takeover than any the Vikings would
execute, and by a turn of the tide, they themselves became its target. For as they made their mark on Europe, Europe
made its mark on them. By the year 1200, what remained of the Vikings’ pagan origins floated beneath the surface and
the strong, strange territories of the north had become a part of Latin Christendom. Northmen is there to tell the tale, to
pay homage to what was lost and celebrate what was won. Focusing on key events, including the sack of Lindisfarne in
793 and the Battle of Stamford Bridge in 1066, medieval history expert John Haywood recounts the saga of the Viking
Age, from the creation of the world through to the dwindling years of halfhearted raids and elegiac storytelling in the
thirteenth century. He does so with meticulous research, engaging narrative, and sensitivity for his subject, shedding light
and blood along the way.
Sons of Vikings tells the story of the Viking Age (793-1066 A.D.) through the lives of extraordinary people. Each chapter
is a biography of Ragnar Lothbrok, Ivar the Boneless, Bjorn Ironside, Rollo, Brian Boru, Erik the Red, Floki, Leif Erikson,
Lagertha, Alfred, Rurik, Sviatoslav, William the Conqueror, and many other heroes and villains. It provides an
understanding of this pivotal historical period in a way that facts and chronologies alone cannot. Sons of Vikings is
meticulously researched from almost 100 sources but is also not afraid to challenge conventional beliefs and offer new
perspectives. It is the perfect introduction for the casual fan of Vikings in television and popular culture but also offers a
new take for the well-read history enthusiast. From myths, legends, sagas, and stories, to the most-recent archeology
and DNA research, this book brings the Viking Age to life.
The Vikings maintain their grip on our imagination, but their image is too often distorted by myth. It is true that they
pillaged, looted, and enslaved. But they also settled peacefully and traveled far from their homelands in swift and sturdy
ships to explore. The Age of the Vikings tells the full story of this exciting period in history. Drawing on a wealth of written,
visual, and archaeological evidence, Anders Winroth captures the innovation and pure daring of the Vikings without
glossing over their destructive heritage. He not only explains the Viking attacks, but also looks at Viking endeavors in
commerce, politics, discovery, and colonization, and reveals how Viking arts, literature, and religious thought evolved in
ways unequaled in the rest of Europe. The Age of the Vikings sheds new light on the complex society, culture, and
legacy of these legendary seafarers.
This groundbreaking collection brings the Middle Ages to life and conveys the distinctiveness of this diverse, constantly
changing period. Thirty-eight scholars bring together one medieval world from many disparate worlds, from Connacht to
Constantinople and from Tynemouth to Timbuktu. This extraordinary set of reconstructions presents the reader with a
vivid re-drawing of the medieval past, offering fresh appraisals of the evidence and modern historical writing. Chapters
are thematically linked in four sections: identities beliefs, social values and symbolic order power and power-structures
elites, organizations and groups. Packed full of original scholarship, The Medieval World is essential reading for anyone
studying medieval history.
The latest Scandinavian publishing phenomenon is not a Stieg Larsson–like thriller; it’s a book about chopping, stacking,
and burning wood that has sold more than 200,000 copies in Norway and Sweden and has been a fixture on the
bestseller lists there for more than a year. Norwegian Wood provides useful advice on the rustic hows and whys of taking
care of your heating needs, but it’s also a thoughtful attempt to understand man’s age-old predilection for stacking wood
and passion for open fires. An intriguing window into the exoticism of Scandinavian culture, the book also features
enough inherently interesting facts and anecdotes and inspired prose to make it universally appealing. The U.S. edition is
a fully updated version of the Norwegian original, and includes an appendix of U.S.-based resources and contacts.
In AD 793 Norse warriors struck the English isle of Lindisfarne and laid waste to it. Wave after wave of Norse ‘seawolves’ followed in search of plunder, land, or a glorious death in battle. Much of the British Isles fell before their swords,
and the continental capitals of Paris and Aachen were sacked in turn. Turning east, they swept down the uncharted rivers
of central Europe, captured Kiev and clashed with mighty Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine Empire. But there
is more to the Viking story than brute force. They were makers of law - the term itself comes from an Old Norse word and they introduced a novel form of trial by jury to England. They were also sophisticated merchants and explorers who
settled Iceland, founded Dublin, and established a trading network that stretched from Baghdad to the coast of North
America. In The Sea Wolves, Lars Brownworth brings to life this extraordinary Norse world of epic poets, heroes, and
travellers through the stories of the great Viking figures. Among others, Leif the Lucky who discovered a new world,
Ragnar Lodbrok the scourge of France, Eric Bloodaxe who ruled in York, and the crafty Harald Hardrada illuminate the
saga of the Viking age - a time which “has passed away, and grown dark under the cover of night”.
Laughing Shall I Die explores the Viking fascination with scenes of heroic death. The literature of the Vikings is
dominated by famous last stands, famous last words, death songs, and defiant gestures, all presented with grim humor.
Much of this mindset is markedly alien to modern sentiment, and academics have accordingly shunned it. And yet, it is
this same worldview that has always powered the popular public image of the Vikings—with their berserkers, valkyries,
and cults of Valhalla and Ragnarok—and has also been surprisingly corroborated by archaeological discoveries such as
the Ridgeway massacre site in Dorset. Was it this mindset that powered the sudden eruption of the Vikings onto the
European scene? Was it a belief in heroic death that made them so lastingly successful against so many bellicose
opponents? Weighing the evidence of sagas and poems against the accounts of the Vikings’ victims, Tom Shippey
considers these questions as he plumbs the complexities of Viking psychology. Along the way, he recounts many of the
great bravura scenes of Old Norse literature, including the Fall of the House of the Skjoldungs, the clash between the two
great longships Ironbeard and Long Serpent, and the death of Thormod the skald. One of the most exciting books on
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Vikings for a generation, Laughing Shall I Die presents Vikings for what they were: not peaceful explorers and traders,
but warriors, marauders, and storytellers.
The definitive history of the Vikings -- from arts and culture to politics and cosmology -- by a distinguished archaeologist
with decades of expertise The Viking Age -- from 750 to 1050 -- saw an unprecedented expansion of the Scandinavian
peoples into the wider world. As traders and raiders, explorers and colonists, they ranged from eastern North America to
the Asian steppe. But for centuries, the Vikings have been seen through the eyes of others, distorted to suit the tastes of
medieval clerics and Elizabethan playwrights, Victorian imperialists, Nazis, and more. None of these appropriations
capture the real Vikings, or the richness and sophistication of their culture. Based on the latest archaeological and textual
evidence, Children of Ash and Elm tells the story of the Vikings on their own terms: their politics, their cosmology and
religion, their material world. Known today for a stereotype of maritime violence, the Vikings exported new ideas,
technologies, beliefs, and practices to the lands they discovered and the peoples they encountered, and in the process
were themselves changed. From Eirík Bloodaxe, who fought his way to a kingdom, to Gudrid Thorbjarnardóttir, the most
traveled woman in the world, Children of Ash and Elm is the definitive history of the Vikings and their time.
The Vikings were a seafaring people from the late eighth to early 11th century who established a name for themselves as
traders, explorers and warriors. They discovered the Americas long before Columbus and could be found as far east as
the distant reaches of Russia. While these people are often attributed as savages raiding the more civilized nations for
treasure and women, the motives and culture of the Viking people are much more diverse. These raiders also facilitated
many changes throughout the lands from economics to warfare. Many historians commonly associate the term "Viking" to
the Scandinavian term vikingr, a word for "pirate." However, the term is meant to reference oversea expeditions, and was
used as a verb by the Scandinavian people for when the men traditionally took time out of their summers to go "a Viking."
While many would believe these expeditions entailed the raiding of monasteries and cities along the coast, many
expeditions were actually with the goal of trade and enlisting as foreign mercenaries. Many modern perceptions of
Vikings found their origins through Catholic propaganda. Upon the sacking of multiple Christian facilities and the loss of
countless relics and treasures, the Catholic ministry sought to dehumanize them. Until Queen Victoria's rule of Britain,
the Vikings were still portrayed as a violent and barbaric people. During the 19th and 20th centuries, perceptions
changed to the point where Vikings were glamorized as noble savages with horned helmets, a proud culture and a feared
prowess in battle. Scroll to the top of the page and click Add To Cart to read more about this extraordinary forgotten
chapter of history.
This book offers perspectives on the legal and intellectual developments of the twelfth century. Gratian's collection of
Church law, the Decretum, was a key text in these developments. Compiled in around 1140, it remained a fundamental
work throughout and beyond the Middle Ages. Until now, the many mysteries surrounding the creation of the Decretum
have remained unsolved, thereby hampering exploration of the jurisprudential renaissance of the twelfth century.
Professor Winroth has now discovered the original version of the Decretum, which has long lain unnoticed among
medieval manuscripts, in a version about half as long as the final text. It is also different from the final version in many
respects - for example, with regard to the use of of Roman law sources - enabling a reconsideration of the resurgence of
law in the twelfth century.
Medieval Iceland was unique amongst Western Europe, with no foreign policy, no defence forces, no king, no lords, no
peasants and few battles. It should have been a utopia yet its literature is dominated by brutality and killing. The reasons
for this, argues Jesse Byock, lie in the underlying structures and cultural codes of the islands' social order. 'Viking Age
Iceland' is an engaging, multi-disciplinary work bringing together findings in anthropology and ethnography interwoven
with historical fact and masterful insights into the popular Icelandic sagas, this is a brilliant reconstruction of the inner
workings of a unique and intriguing society.
Through runic inscriptions and behind the veil of myth, Jesch discovers the true story of viking women.
“An absorbing and humane account . . . Mr. Herman is at pains to remind us that the Viking world was never just a stage for
mayhem. It was, he says, ‘about daring to reach for more than the universe had gifted you, no matter the odds and the
obstacles.’ In short: We might all take our own life’s cue from the Viking heart.”—The Wall Street Journal From a New York Times
best-selling historian and Pulitzer Prize finalist, a sweeping epic of how the Vikings and their descendants have shaped history and
America Scandinavia has always been a world apart. For millennia Norwegians, Danes, Finns, and Swedes lived a remote and
rugged existence among the fjords and peaks of the land of the midnight sun. But when they finally left their homeland in search of
opportunity, these wanderers—including the most famous, the Vikings—would reshape Europe and beyond. Their ingenuity, daring,
resiliency, and loyalty to family and community would propel them to the gates of Rome, the steppes of Russia, the courts of
Constantinople, and the castles of England and Ireland. But nowhere would they leave a deeper mark than across the Atlantic,
where the Vikings’ legacy would become the American Dream. In The Viking Heart, Arthur Herman melds a compelling historical
narrative with cutting-edge archaeological and DNA research to trace the epic story of this remarkable and diverse people. He
shows how the Scandinavian experience has universal meaning, and how we can still be inspired by their indomitable spirit.
In Scandinavia in the Age of Vikings, Jón Viðar Sigurðsson returns to the Viking homeland, Scandinavia, highlighting such key
aspects of Viking life as power and politics, social and kinship networks, gifts and feasting, religious beliefs, women's roles, social
classes, and the Viking economy, which included farming, iron mining and metalworking, and trade. Drawing of the latest
archeological research and on literary sources, namely the sagas, Sigurðsson depicts a complex and surprisingly peaceful society
that belies the popular image of Norsemen as bloodthirsty barbarians. Instead, Vikings often acted out power struggles
symbolically, with local chieftains competing with each other through displays of wealth in the form of great feasts and gifts, rather
than arms. At home, conspicuous consumption was a Viking leader's most important virtue; the brutality associated with them was
largely wreaked abroad. Sigurðsson's engaging history of the Vikings at home begins by highlighting political developments in the
region, detailing how Danish kings assumed ascendency over the region and the ways in which Viking friendship reinforced
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regional peace. Scandinavia in the Age of Vikings then discusses the importance of religion, first pagan and (beginning around
1000 A.D.) Christianity; the central role that women played in politics and war; and how the enormous wealth brought back to
Scandinavia affected the social fabric—shedding new light on Viking society.
A major reassessment of the vikings and their legacy The Vikings maintain their grip on our imagination, but their image is too
often distorted by myth. It is true that they pillaged, looted, and enslaved. But they also settled peacefully and traveled far from
their homelands in swift and sturdy ships to explore. The Age of the Vikings tells the full story of this exciting period in history.
Drawing on a wealth of written, visual, and archaeological evidence, Anders Winroth captures the innovation and pure daring of
the Vikings without glossing over their destructive heritage. He not only explains the Viking attacks, but also looks at Viking
endeavors in commerce, politics, discovery, and colonization, and reveals how Viking arts, literature, and religious thought evolved
in ways unequaled in the rest of Europe. The Age of the Vikings sheds new light on the complex society, culture, and legacy of
these legendary seafarers.
"In this book a MacArthur Award-winning scholar argues for a radically new interpretation of the conversion of Scandinavia from
paganism to Christianity in the early Middle Ages. Overturning the received narrative of Europe's military and religious conquest
and colonization of the region, Anders Winroth contends that rather than acting as passive recipients, Scandinavians converted to
Christianity because it was in individual chieftains' political, economic, and cultural interests to do so. Through a painstaking
analysis and historical reconstruction of both archeological and literary sources, and drawing on scholarly work that has been
unavailable in English, Winroth opens up new avenues for studying European ascendency and the expansion of Christianity in the
medieval period"-THERE ARE SOME BOUNDARIES THAT SHOULD NEVER BE CROSSED Midgard is a funeral pyre. Ragnarök, the doom of the
gods, has brought the Empire of the Heavens to ruin. For some, the harrowing promises a new beginning. Mother Jörð will rise
again, and new gods will return to the golden tables of old. But Iðunn Lind, keeper of the great World Tree Yggdrasil, no longer
believes in ancient prophecy or the hand of fate. Across the veil, Churchwarden Michaels is stuck dealing with his own personal
Ragnarök - and just how to save his neck now that three Viking crosses have appeared overnight at St. Mary's. When the
boundaries between realities fracture, the two guardians discover that the gods not only play dice with the Vikingverse, they are
rolling snake-eyes. In this new chapter of the Vikingverse, the tapestry of time unfurls in deadly new ways: -An Arabian
ambassador faces a dead reckoning in Viking Ireland -A Jomsviking Jarl sails to far-flung lands beyond the record of the sagas -A
lone Runesmith defends the Pax Nordica against the Mongol horde THE RESURRECTION IS AT HAND, AND HEAVEN ON
EARTH AWAITS THE FAITHFUL - BUT WILL THE FUTURE BE KRISTIN OR ÆSIR?
The Vikings maintain their grip on our imagination, but their image is too often distorted by medieval and modern myth. It is true
that they pillaged, looted, and enslaved. But they also settled peacefully and developed a vast trading network. They traveled far
from their homelands in swift and sturdy ships, not only to raid, but also to explore. Despite their fearsome reputation, the Vikings
didn't wear horned helmets, and even the infamous berserkers were far from invincible. By dismantling the myths, The Age of the
Vikings allows the full story of this period in medieval history to be told. By exploring every major facet of this exciting age, Anders
Winroth captures the innovation and pure daring of the Vikings without glossing over their destructive heritage. He not only
explains the Viking attacks, but also looks at Viking endeavors in commerce, politics, discovery, and colonization, and reveals how
Viking arts, literature, and religious thought evolved in ways unequaled in the rest of Europe. He shows how the Vikings seized on
the boundless opportunities made possible by the invention of the longship, using it to venture to Europe for plunder, to open new
trade routes, and to settle in lands as distant as Russia, Greenland, and the Byzantine Empire. Challenging the image of the
Vikings that comes so easily to mind, Winroth argues that Viking chieftains were no more violent than men like Charlemagne, who
committed atrocities on a far greater scale than the northern raiders. Drawing on a wealth of written, visual, and archaeological
evidence, The Age of the Vikings sheds new light on the complex society and culture of these legendary seafarers.
The Vikings famously took no prisoners, relished cruel retribution, and prided themselves on their bloodthirsty skills as warriors.
But their prowess in battle is only a small part of their story, which stretches from their Scandinavian origins to America in the west
and as far as Baghdad in the east. As the Vikings did not write their own history, we have to discover it for ourselves, and that
discovery, as Neil Oliver reveals, tells an extraordinary story of a people who, from the brink of destruction, reached a quarter of
the way around the globe and built an empire that lasted nearly two hundred years. Drawing on the latest discoveries that have
only recently come to light, Scottish archaeologist Neil Oliver goes on the trail of the real Vikings. Where did they emerge from?
How did they really live? And just what drove them to embark on such extraordinary voyages of discovery over 1,000 years ago?
The Vikings explores many of those questions for the first time in an epic story of one of the world's great empires of conquest.
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