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The Absent Minded Imperialists Empire Society And
Culture In Britain
In this fresh and controversial account of Britain's end of empire, Grob-Fitzgibbon
reveals that the British government developed a successful strategy of decolonization
following the Second World War based on devolving power to indigenous peoples
within the Commonwealth.
The emergence of a vibrant imperial culture in British society from the 1890s both
fascinated and appalled contemporaries. It has also consistently provoked controversy
among historians. This book offers a ground-breaking perspective on how imperial
culture was disseminated. It identifies the important synergies that grew between a new
civic culture and the wider imperial project. Beaven shows that the ebb and flow of
imperial enthusiasm was shaped through a fusion of local patriotism and a broader
imperial identity. Imperial culture was neither generic nor unimportant but was instead
multi-layered and recast to capture the concerns of a locality. The book draws on a rich
seam of primary sources from three representative English cities. These case studies
are considered against an extensive analysis of seminal and current historiography.
This renders the book invaluable to those interested in the fields of imperialism, social
and cultural history, popular culture, historical geography and urban history.
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The Scandal of Empire reveals that the conquests and exploitations of the East India
Company were critical to England's development in the eighteenth century and beyond.
In this powerfully written critique, Nicholas Dirks shows how the empire projected its
own scandalous behavior onto India itself. By returning to the moment when the
scandal of empire became acceptable, we gain a new understanding of the modern
culture of the colonizer and the colonized and the manifold implications for Britain,
India, and the world.
This textbook combines a lively narrative of events with a number of broad analytical
themes that challenge more conventional interpretations of British imperialism,
including a new concluding section on the legacy of empire.
It has been said that the British Empire, on which the sun never set, meant little to the
man in the street. Apart from the jingoist eruptions at the death of Gordon or the relief of
Mafeking he remained stonily indifferent to the imperial destiny that beckoned his rulers
so alluringly. Strange, then that for three-quarters of a century it was scarcely possible
to buy a bar of soap or a tin of biscuits without being reminded of the idea of Empire.
Packaging, postcards, music hall, cinema, boy's stories and school books, exhibitions
and parades, all conveyed the message that Empire was an adventure and an
ennobling responsibility. Army and navy were a sure shield for the mother country and
the subject peoples alike. Boys' brigades and Scouts stiffened the backbone of youth
who flocked to join. In this illuminating study John M. Mackenzie explores the
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manifestations of the imperial idea, from the trappings of royalty through writers like G.
A. Henty to the humble cigarette card. He shows that it was so powerful and pervasive
that it outlived the passing of Empire itself and, as events such as the Falklands
'adventure' showed, the embers continue to smoulder.
Edward Elgar occupies a pivotal place in the British cultural imagination. His music has
been heard as emblematic of Empire and the English landscape. The recent success of
Anthony Payne's elaboration of the sketches for Elgar's Third Symphony has prompted
a critical revaluation of his music. This Companion provides an accessible and vivid
account of Elgar's work in its historical and cultural context. Established authorities on
British music and scholars new in the field examine Elgar's music from a range of
critical perspectives, including nationalism, post-colonialism, decadence, reception and
musical influences. There are also chapters on interpretation, including his own (Elgar
was the first major composer to commit a representative quantity of his own work to
record), and on Elgar's relationships with the BBC and with his publishers. The book
includes much new material, drawing on original research, as well as providing a
comprehensive introduction to Elgar's major musical achievements.
After the First World War, Britain faced a number of challenges as it sought to adapt to
domestic conditions of mass democracy while maintaining its position in the empire in
the face of national independence movements. As politicians at home and abroad
sought to legitimize their position, new efforts were made to conceptualize nationality
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and citizenship, with attempts to engage the public using mass media and greater
emphasis on governing in the public interest. Brave New World reappraises the
domestic and imperial history of Britain in the inter-war period, investigating how 'nation
building' was given renewed impetus by the upheavals of the First World War. The
essays in this collection address how new technologies and approaches to governance
were used to forge new national identities both at home and in the empire, covering a
wide range of issues from the representation of empire on film to the convergence of
politics and 'star culture'. The book is an invaluable resource for scholars of British
social, political and imperial history, as well as being of interest to the general reader.
Kipling, Elgar, Mafeking Night . . . all these conjure up an image of a British society
besotted with imperial pride in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. In fact the
true picture was more complex than this and people reacted to their empire in different
ways. Many were hardly aware of it at all. This lively book is the first study of the impact
of the empire on British society and culture that looks beneath the surface to find out
what people really thought, with some surprising results. - ;The British empire was a
huge enterprise. To foreigners it more or less defined Britain in the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Its repercussions in the wider world are still with us today. It also
had a great impact on Britain herself: for example, on her economy, security,
population, and eating habits. One might expect this to have been reflected in her
society and culture. Indeed, this has now become the conventional wisdom: that Britain
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was steeped in imperialism domestically, which affected (or infected) almost everything
Britons thought, felt, and did. This is the first book to examine this assumption critically
against the broader background of contemporary British society. Bernard Porter, a
leading imperial historian, argues that the empire had a far lower profile in Britain than it
did abroad. Many Britons could hardly have been aware of it for most of the nineteenth
century and only a small number was in any way committed to it. Between these
extremes opinions differed widely over what was even meant by the empire. This
depended largely on class, and even when people were aware of the empire, it had no
appreciable impact on their thinking about anything else. Indeed, the influence far more
often went the other way, with perceptions of the empire being affected (or distorted) by
more powerful domestic discourses. Although Britain was an imperial nation in this
period, she was never a genuine imperial society. As well as showing how this was
possible, Porter also discusses the implications of this attitude for Britain and her
empire, and for the relationship between culture and imperialism more generally,
bringing his study up to date by including the case of the present-day USA. - ;...an
important book on empires. - Manan Ahmed, South Asia News;a vivid, compelling and
closely written book - TLS;Immensely learned, provocative and entertaining - a powerful
stimulus to a necessary debate - The Independent;Rich and fascinating. - Sunday
Telegraph
The British Empire is often misunderstood. Judgments of it differ widely, from broadly
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adulatory - a 'great' enterprise, spreading 'civilization' through the world; to the blame
that is often put on it for most of the world's ills today, including racism, exploitation and
the problems of the Middle East. In this provocative book, Bernard Porter argues that
many of these judgments arise from some fundamental misreadings of the nature,
causes and effects of British imperialism, which was a more complex, ambivalent and in
some ways accidental phenomenon than it is often taken to be. Drawing on his fifty
years' experience of research and writing on the subject, Porter aims to clear away
many of the misconceptions that surround the story of the British Empire's rise,
governance and fall; and to point some ways to a fairer (though not necessarily more
favourable) assessment of it. He addresses the connections of imperialism with
capitalism, racism and British domestic culture, and ends with some reflections on the
modern repercussions of both the Empire itself, and the myths which have sprung up
around it.
This fascinating book shows how the later years of the British Empire were
characterised by accidental oversights, irresponsible opportunism and uncertain
pragmatism.
This pioneering 2006 volume addresses the question of how Britain's empire was lived
through everyday practices - in church and chapel, by readers at home, as embodied in
sexualities or forms of citizenship, as narrated in histories - from the eighteenth century
to the present. Leading historians explore the imperial experience and legacy for those
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located, physically or imaginatively, 'at home,' from the impact of empire on
constructions of womanhood, masculinity and class to its influence in shaping literature,
sexuality, visual culture, consumption and history-writing. They assess how people
thought imperially, not in the sense of political affiliations for or against empire, but
simply assuming it was there, part of the given world that had made them who they
were. They also show how empire became a contentious focus of attention at certain
moments and in particular ways. This will be essential reading for scholars and
students of modern Britain and its empire.
'An exceptional account.' Prospect 'Enlightening.' Spectator For the first time in
millennia we live without formal empires. But that doesn't mean we don't feel their
presence rumbling through history. The Great Imperial Hangover examines how the
world's imperial legacies are still shaping the thorniest issues we face today. From
Russia's incursions in the Ukraine to Brexit; from Trump's 'America-first' policy to
China's forays into Africa; from Modi's India to the hotbed of the Middle East, Puri
provides a bold new framework for understanding the world's complex rivalries and
politics. Organised by region, and covering vital topics such as security, foreign policy,
national politics and commerce, The Great Imperial Hangover combines gripping
history and astute analysis to explain why the history of empire affects us all in
profound ways.
Unlike many of his contemporaries, Thomas Hardy is not generally recognized as an
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imperial writer, even though he wrote during a period of major expansion of the British
Empire and in spite of the many allusions to the Roman Empire and Napoleonic Wars
in his writing. Jane L. Bownas examines the context of these references, proposing that
Hardy was a writer who not only posed a challenge to the whole of established society,
but one whose writings bring into question the very notion of empire. Bownas argues
that Hardy takes up ideas of the primitive and civilized that were central to Western
thought in the nineteenth century, contesting this opposition and highlighting the effect
outsiders have on so-called 'primitive' communities. In her discussion of the
oppressions of imperialism, she analyzes the debate surrounding the use of gender as
an articulated category, together with race and class, and shows how, in exposing the
power structures operating within Britain, Hardy produces a critique of all forms of
ideological oppression.
Uncovering strange plots by early British anthropologists to use scientific status to
manipulate the stock market, Anthropologists in the Stock Exchange tells a provocative
story that marries the birth of the social sciences with the exploits of global finance.
Marc Flandreau tracks a group of Victorian gentleman-swindlers as they shuffled
between the corridors of the London Stock Exchange and the meeting rooms of learned
society, showing that anthropological studies were integral to investment and
speculation in foreign government debt, and, inversely, that finance played a crucial
role in shaping the contours of human knowledge. Flandreau argues that finance and
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science were at the heart of a new brand of imperialism born during Benjamin
Disraeli’s first term as Britain’s prime minister in the 1860s. As anthropologists
advocated the study of Miskito Indians or stated their views on a Jamaican rebellion,
they were in fact catering to the impulses of the stock exchange—for their own benefit. In
this way the very development of the field of anthropology was deeply tied to issues
relevant to the financial market—from trust to corruption. Moreover, this book shows how
the interplay between anthropology and finance formed the foundational structures of
late nineteenth-century British imperialism and helped produce essential technologies
of globalization as we know it today.
The Absent-minded ImperialistsEmpire, Society, and Culture in BritainOxford University
Press on Demand
America's empire expanded dramatically following the Spanish-American War of 1898.
The United States quickly annexed the Philippines and Puerto Rico, seized control over
Cuba and the Panama Canal Zone, and extended political and financial power
throughout Latin America. This age of empire, Benjamin Allen Coates argues, was also
an age of international law. Justifying America's empire with the language of law and
civilization, international lawyers-serving simultaneously as academics, leaders of the
legal profession, corporate attorneys, and high-ranking government officials-became
central to the conceptualization, conduct, and rationalization of US foreign policy. Just
as international law shaped empire, so too did empire shape international law. Legalist
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Empire shows how the American Society of International Law was animated by the
same notions of "civilization" that justified the expansion of empire overseas. Using the
private papers and published writings of such figures as Elihu Root, John Bassett
Moore, and James Brown Scott, Coates shows how the newly-created international law
profession merged European influences with trends in American jurisprudence, while
appealing to elite notions of order, reform, and American identity. By projecting an
image of the United States as a unique force for law and civilization, legalists reconciled
American exceptionalism, empire, and an international rule of law. Under their influence
the nation became the world's leading advocate for the creation of an international
court. Although the legalist vision of world peace through voluntary adjudication
foundered in the interwar period, international lawyers-through their ideas and their
presence in halls of power-continue to infuse vital debates about America's global role
Prize-winning historian Robert Gildea dissects the legacy of empire for the former colonial
powers and their subjects.
The British Empire: Sunrise to Sunset is a broad survey of the history of the British Empire
from its beginnings to its demise that offers a comprehensive analysis of what life was like
under colonial rule, weaving the everyday stories of people living through the experience of
colonialism into the bigger picture of empire. The experience of the British Empire was not
limited to what happened behind closed doors or on the floor of Parliament. It affected men,
women and children across the globe, making a difference to what they ate and what kind of
work they did, what languages and lessons they learned in school, and how they were able to
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live their lives. This new edition expands its coverage and discusses the relationship between
Brexit and empire as well as the recent controversies connected to empire that have engulfed
Britain: the Windrush scandal, the fight over the Chagos Islands and the Mau Mau lawsuits,
bringing it up to date and engaging with key debates that govern the study of empire. Painting
a picture of life for all those affected by empire and supported by maps and illustrations, this is
the perfect text for all students of imperial history.
`The Empire Strikes Back' will inject the empire back into the domestic history of modern
Britain. In the nineteenth century and for much of the twentieth century, Britain's empire was so
large that it was truly the global superpower. Much of Africa, Asia and America had been
subsumed. Britannia's tentacles had stretched both wide and deep. Culture, Religion, Health,
Sexuality, Law and Order were all impacted in the dominated countries. `The Empire Strikes
Back' shows how the dependent states were subsumed and then hit back, affecting in turn
England itself.
The British Empire was an astonishingly complex and varied phenomenon, not to be reduced
to any of the simple generalisations or theories that are often taken to characterise it. One way
of illustrating this, and so conveying some of the subtle flavour of the thing itself, is to descend
from the over-arching to the particular, and describe and discuss aspects of it in detail. This
book, by the well-known imperial historian Bernard Porter, ranges among a wide range of the
events and personalities that shaped or were shaped by British imperialism, or by its decline in
the post-war years. These include chapters on science, drugs, battles, proconsuls, an odd
assortment of imperialists including Kipling, Lady Hester Stanhope and TE Lawrence,
architecture, music, the role of MI6 and the reputation of the Empire since its demise. Together
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the chapters inform, explain, provoke, and occasionally amuse; but above all they demonstrate
the kaleidoscopic variety and ambivalence of Britain s imperial history."
The Spanish-American War marked the emergence of the United States as an imperial power.
It was when the United States first landed troops overseas and established governments of
occupation in the Philippines, Cuba, and other formerly Spanish colonies. But such actions to
extend U.S. sovereignty abroad, argues Katharine Bjork, had a precedent in earlier relations
with Native nations at home. In Prairie Imperialists, Bjork traces the arc of American expansion
by showing how the Army's conquests of what its soldiers called "Indian Country" generated a
repertoire of actions and understandings that structured encounters with the racial others of
America's new island territories following the War of 1898. Prairie Imperialists follows the
colonial careers of three Army officers from the domestic frontier to overseas posts in Cuba
and the Philippines. The men profiled—Hugh Lenox Scott, Robert Lee Bullard, and John J.
Pershing—internalized ways of behaving in Indian Country that shaped their approach to later
colonial appointments abroad. Scott's ethnographic knowledge and experience with Native
Americans were valorized as an asset for colonial service; Bullard and Pershing, who had
commanded African American troops, were regarded as particularly suited for roles in the
pacification and administration of colonial peoples overseas. After returning to the mainland,
these three men played prominent roles in the "Punitive Expedition" President Woodrow
Wilson sent across the southern border in 1916, during which Mexico figured as the next
iteration of "Indian Country." With rich biographical detail and ambitious historical scope,
Prairie Imperialists makes fundamental connections between American colonialism and the
racial dimensions of domestic political and social life—during peacetime and while at war.
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Ultimately, Bjork contends, the concept of "Indian Country" has served as the guiding force of
American imperial expansion and nation building for the past two and a half centuries and
endures to this day.
As well as presenting a lively narrative of events, Bernard Porter explores a number of broad
analytical themes, challenging more conventional and popular interpretations. He sees
imperialism as a symptom not of Britain's strength in the world, but of her decline; and he
argues that the empire itself both aggravated and obscured deep-seated malaise in the British
economy.
Over a century before Monopoly invited child players to bankrupt one another with merry
ruthlessness, a lively and profitable board game industry thrived in Britain from the 1750s
onward, thanks to publishers like John Wallis, John Betts, and William Spooner. As part of the
new wave of materials catering to the developing mass market of child consumers, the games
steadily acquainted future upper- and middle-class empire builders (even the royal family
themselves) with the strategies of imperial rule: cultivating, trading, engaging in conflict,
displaying, and competing. In their parlors, these players learned the techniques of successful
colonial management by playing games such as Spooner’s A Voyage of Discovery, or Betts’
A Tour of the British Colonies and Foreign Possessions. These games shaped ideologies
about nation, race, and imperial duty, challenging the portrait of Britons as "absent-minded
imperialists." Considered on a continuum with children’s geography primers and adventure
tales, these games offer a new way to historicize the Victorians, Britain, and Empire itself. The
archival research conducted here illustrates the changing disciplinary landscape of children’s
literature/culture studies, as well as nineteenth-century imperial studies, by situating the games
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at the intersection of material and literary culture.
The entire course of modern Western history has been shaped by the rise and fall of the great
European empires. The Burdens of Empire examines different aspects of this long history,
focusing on how political theorists, jurists, historians and others sought to explain what an
empire is and to justify its very existence.
Study of key themes in the history of the British Empire by one of the senior figures in
the field.
Develops a fresh non-Eurocentric analysis of the rise and development of the global
economy in the last half-millennium.
The First World War marked the end point of a process of German globalization that
began in the 1870s. Learning Empire looks at German worldwide entanglements to
recast how we interpret German imperialism, the origins of the First World War, and the
rise of Nazism.
Imperial Boredom offers a radical reconsideration of the British Empire during its
heyday in the nineteenth century. Challenging the long-established view that that the
Empire was about adventure and excitement, with heroic men and intrepid women
settling new lands and spreading commerce and civilization around the globe, this
thoroughly researched, engagingly written, and lavishly illustrated analysis instead
argues that boredom was central to the experience of Empire. This volume looks at
what it was actually like to sail to Australia, to serve as a soldier in South Africa, or to
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accompany a colonial official to the hill stations of India, and agrues that for numerous
men and women, from governors to convicts, explorers to tourists, the Victorian Empire
was dull and disappointing. Drawing on diaries, letters, memoirs, and travelogues, it
demonstrates that all across the empire, men and women found the landscapes
monotonous, the physical and psychological distance from home debilitating, the
routines of everyday life wearisome, and their work unfulfilling. Ocean voyages were
tedious; colonial rule was bureaucratic; warfare was infrequent; economic opportunity
was limited; and indigenous people were largely invisible. The seventeenth-century
Empire may have been about wonder and marvel, but the Victorian Empire was a far
less exciting project.
This volume adopts a distinctive thematic approach to the history of British imperialism
from the eighteenth to the twentieth century. It brings together leading scholars of
British imperial history: Tony Ballantyne, John Darwin, Andrew Dilley, Elizabeth
Elbourne, Kent Fedorowich, Eliga Gould, Catherine Hall, Stephen Howe, Sarah
Stockwell, Andrew Thompson, Stuart Ward, and Jon Wilson. Each contributor offers a
personal assessment of the topic at hand, and examines key interpretive debates
among historians Addresses many of the core issues that constitute a broad
understanding of the British Empire, including the economics of the empire, the empire
and religion, and imperial identities
Updated to incorporate a substantial new epilogue considering Brexit and its ‘imperial’
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implications, the sixth edition of The Lion’s Share remains an essential introduction to
British imperialism from its Victorian heyday to the present. Well-known for its vigorous
and readable style, this book presents a broad narrative of events and explores a
number of general themes, challenging more conventional and popular interpretations
of British imperialism, as well as the simplistic ‘for’ and ‘against’ arguments put
forward in today’s ‘history wars’. Bernard Porter sees imperialism as a symptom not
of Britain's strength in the world, but of her decline, and he argues that the empire itself
both aggravated and obscured deep-seated malaise in the British economy. This sixth
edition includes a final epilogue that engages with what Brexit means for British
Imperial History, and whether it represents an extension of or final conclusion to
Britain’s Imperial Career. In so doing, the book offers readers a thorough
understanding of the history of British imperialism and its heritage, extending right into
the present day. Supported by maps, images and an updated chronology, The Lion’s
Share is the perfect resource for both students and those interested in British and
Imperial History from the Victorian era to the modern day.
The British empire was a huge enterprise. To foreigners it more or less defined Britain
in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Its repercussions in the wider world are
still with us today. It also had a great impact on Britain herself: for example, on her
economy, security, population, and eating habits. One might expect this to have been
reflected in her society and culture. Indeed, this has now become the conventional
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wisdom: that Britain was steeped in imperialism domestically, which affected (or
infected) almost everything Britons thought, felt, and did. This is the first book to
examine this assumption critically against the broader background of contemporary
British society. Bernard Porter, a leading imperial historian, argues that the empire had
a far lower profile in Britain than it did abroad. Many Britons could hardly have been
aware of it for most of the nineteenth century and only a small number was in any way
committed to it. Between these extremes opinions differed widely over what was even
meant by the empire. This depended largely on class, and even when people were
aware of the empire, it had no appreciable impact on their thinking about anything else.
Indeed, the influence far more often went the other way, with perceptions of the empire
being affected (or distorted) by more powerful domestic discourses. Although Britain
was an imperial nation in this period, she was never a genuine imperial society. As well
as showing how this was possible, Porter also discusses the implications of this attitude
for Britain and her empire, and for the relationship between culture and imperialism
more generally, bringing his study up to date by including the case of the present-day
USA.
In this major work, Lewis S. Feuer examines critical distinctions between progressive
and regressive imperialism. He explores causes of anti-imperial ideologies, noting that
unlike the spoliation that took place under regressive tartar, Spanish and Nazi
colonizations, civilization flourished during the progressive imperialism of Hellenic,
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Macedonian, Roman, and modern British eras of empire-building. Feuer holds that it is
erroneous to blame the relative backwardness of colonial peoples on the imperialism of
Western democratic nations. In case after case, the character of colonial rulers
determined economic development and democratic reform alike. Pursuing the theme of
progress versus regression, Feuer compares the imperialism of the United States with
that of the Soviet Union â€“ to the detriment of the latter in nearly every instance. His
effort constitutes nothing short of a fundamentally new perspective on the lessons of
modern history and the mistakes of modern analysts of international affairs. Feuer
opens as well a new chapter in political psychology with his study of such anti-
imperialist intellectuals as Hobson, Morel, and Leonard Woolf; his portrait of Emin
Pasha, the heroic Jewish governor of Equatorial Sudan, suggests a living model for
Conrad's Lord Jim.
The bestselling author of Overthrow and The Brothers brings to life the forgotten
political debate that set America’s interventionist course in the world for the twentieth
century and beyond. How should the United States act in the world? Americans cannot
decide. Sometimes we burn with righteous anger, launching foreign wars and deposing
governments. Then we retreat—until the cycle begins again. No matter how often we
debate this question, none of what we say is original. Every argument is a pale shadow
of the first and greatest debate, which erupted more than a century ago. Its themes
resurface every time Americans argue whether to intervene in a foreign country.
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Revealing a piece of forgotten history, Stephen Kinzer transports us to the dawn of the
twentieth century, when the United States first found itself with the chance to dominate
faraway lands. That prospect thrilled some Americans. It horrified others. Their debate
gripped the nation. The country’s best-known political and intellectual leaders took
sides. Theodore Roosevelt, Henry Cabot Lodge, and William Randolph Hearst pushed
for imperial expansion; Mark Twain, Booker T. Washington, and Andrew Carnegie
preached restraint. Only once before—in the period when the United States was
founded—have so many brilliant Americans so eloquently debated a question so fraught
with meaning for all humanity. All Americans, regardless of political perspective, can
take inspiration from the titans who faced off in this epic confrontation. Their words are
amazingly current. Every argument over America’s role in the world grows from this
one. It all starts here.
People around the world are confused and concerned. Is it a sign of strength or of
weakness that the US has suddenly shifted from a politics of consensus to one of
coercion on the world stage? What was really at stake in the war on Iraq? Was it all
about oil and, if not, what else was involved? What role has a sagging economy played
in pushing the US into foreign adventurism and what difference does it make that neo-
conservatives rather than neo-liberals are now in power? What exactly is the
relationship between US militarism abroad and domestic politics? These are the
questions taken up in this compelling and original book. Closely argued but clearly
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written, 'The New Imperialism' builds a conceptual framework to expose the underlying
forces at work behind these momentous shifts in US policies and politics. The
compulsions behind the projection of US power on the world as a 'new imperialism' are
here, for the first time, laid bare for all to see. This new paperback edition contains an
Afterword written to coincide with the result of the 2004 American presidental election.
Examines the phenomenon of human exhibitions in nineteenth-century Britain and
considers how this legacy informs understandings of race and empire today.
The first modern history of the 1975 European Referendum, ranging across 1970s
Britain to assess why voters said 'Yes to Europe'.
A landmark work from the author of Orientalism that explores the long-overlooked
connections between the Western imperial endeavor and the culture that both reflected
and reinforced it. In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, as the Western
powers built empires that stretched from Australia to the West Indies, Western artists
created masterpieces ranging from Mansfield Park to Heart of Darkness and Aida. Yet
most cultural critics continue to see these phenomena as separate. Edward Said looks
at these works alongside those of such writers as W. B. Yeats, Chinua Achebe, and
Salman Rushdie to show how subject peoples produced their own vigorous cultures of
opposition and resistance. Vast in scope and stunning in its erudition, Culture and
Imperialism reopens the dialogue between literature and the life of its time.
Popular culture is invariably a vehicle for the dominant ideas of its age. Never was this
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more true than in the late-19th and early 20th centuries, when it reflected the nationalist
and imperialist ideologies current throughout Europe. This text examines the various
media through which nationalist ideas were conveyed in late-Victorian and Edwardian
times - in the theatre, "ethnic" shows, juvenile literature, education and the iconography
of popular art. Several chapters look beyond World War I, when the most popular
media, cinema and broadcasting, continued to convey an essentially late-19th-century
world view, while government agencies like the Empire Marketing Board sought to
convince the public of the economic value of empire. Youth organizations, which had
propagated imperialist and militarist attitudes before the war, struggled to adapt to the
new internationalist climate.
While imperial blockbusters fly off the shelves, there is no comprehensive history
dedicated to resistance in the 19th and 20th century British Empire. The Trouble with
Empire is the first volume to fill this gap, offering a brief but thorough introduction to the
nature and consequences of resistance to British imperialism. Historian Antoinette
Burton's study spans the 19th and 20th centuries, when discontented subjects of
empire made their unhappiness felt from Ireland to Canada to India to Africa to
Australasia, in direct response to incursions of military might and imperial capitalism.
The Trouble with Empire offers the first thoroughgoing account of what British
imperialism looked like from below and of how tenuous its hold on alien populations
was throughout its long, unstable life. By taking the long view, moving across a variety
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of geopolitical sites and spanning the whole of the period 1840-1955, Burton examines
the commonalities between different forms of resistance and unveils the structural
weaknesses of the British Empire.0.
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