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To explore what extended competition between the United States and China
might entail out to 2050, the authors of this report identified and characterized
China’s grand strategy, analyzed its component national strategies (diplomacy,
economics, science and technology, and military affairs), and assessed how
successful China might be at implementing these over the next three decades.
foreign policy are rippling across the globe, The Absence of Grand Strategy
offers key insight into the nature and evolution of American foreign policy in the
Gulf.
More than 2500 years ago a confederation of small Greek city-states defeated
the invading armies of Persia, the most powerful empire in the world. In this
meticulously researched study, historian Paul Rahe argues that Sparta was
responsible for the initial establishment of the Hellenic defensive coalition and
was, in fact, the most essential player in its ultimate victory. Drawing from an
impressive range of ancient sources, including Herodotus and Plutarch, the
author veers from the traditional Atheno-centric view of the Greco-Persian Wars
to examine from a Spartan perspective the grand strategy that halted the Persian
juggernaut. Rahe provides a fascinating, detailed picture of life in Sparta circa
480 B.C., revealing how the Spartans’ form of government and the regimen to
which they subjected themselves instilled within them the pride, confidence,
discipline, and discernment necessary to forge an alliance that would stand firm
against a great empire, driven by religious fervor, that held sway over two-fifths of
the human race.
This book explores fundamental questions about grand strategy, as it has
evolved across generations and countries. It provides an overview of the ancient
era of grand strategy and a detailed discussion of its philosophical, military, and
economic foundations in the modern era. The author investigates these aspects
through the lenses of four approaches - those of historians, social scientists,
practitioners, and military strategists. The main goal is to provide contemporary
policy makers and scholars with a historic and analytic framework in which to
evaluate and conduct grand strategy. By providing greater analytical clarity about
grand strategy and describing its nature and its utility for the state, this book
presents a comprehensive theory on the practice of grand strategy in order to
articulate the United States' past, present, and future purpose and position on the
world stage.
All efforts presently underway in the United States Government (USG) to plan,
organize, and resource for future stabilization and reconstruction operations are
handicapped by the absence of a grand strategy. The Department of State and
the Department of Defense, in coordination with several other departments and
agencies of the USG, several more intergovernmental and nongovernmental
organizations and allies and friends, are ambitiously attempting to build new
Page 1/12

Download Ebook The Absence Of Grand Strategy The United States In The
Persian Gulf 1972 2005
capacities and institutionalize new processes that will better enable the USG and
its like-minded partners to conduct political interventions into fragile, failing,
failed, and post-conflict states in order to rebuild those states' institutions of civil
governance. All of these efforts are handicapped by the absence of a grand
strategy that links them with - and links together - the array of adjacent USG
plans to, among other things, align diplomacy and development assistance,
secure and defend the U.S. homeland, combat terrorism, cooperate with theater
security partners, counter the proliferation of weapons mass destruction, and
conduct major combat operations to win decisively and achieve enduring results.
Not only should the USG plans be linked, but also the participation with the USG
in these and similar operations of allies & partners and intergovernmental &
nongovernmental organizations needs to be addressed with sufficient specificity
to guide investment in U.S. capacity as a measurable subset of global capacity.
Absent grand strategy, which presumably accomplishes the above and more,
planning and resourcing for stabilization and reconstruction operations amounts
to pre-planning responses to anticipated crises on a case-by-case basis.
In this monograph, Dr. Tami Davis Biddle examines why it is so difficult to devise,
implement, and sustain sound strategies and grand strategies. Her analysis
begins with an examination of the meaning of the term "strategy" and a history of
the ways that political actors have sought to employ strategies and grand
strategies to achieve their desired political aims. She examines the reasons why
the logic undergirding strategy is often lacking and why challenges of
implementation (including bureaucratic politics, unforeseen events, civil-military
tensions, and domestic pressures) complicate and undermine desired outcomes.
This clear-headed critique, built on a broad base of literature (historical and
modern; academic and policy-oriented), will serve as a valuable guide to students
and policymakers alike as they seek to navigate their way through the
unavoidable challenges-and inevitable twists and turns-inherent in the
development and implementation of strategy.
David C. Kang tells an often overlooked story about East Asia's 'comprehensive
security', arguing that American policy towards Asia should be based on
economic and diplomatic initiatives rather than military strength.
Contemporary Military Strategy and the Global War on Terror offers an in-depth
analysis of US/UK military strategy in Afghanistan and Iraq from 2001 to the
present day. It explores the development of contemporary military strategy in the
West in the modern age before interrogating its application in the Global War on
Terror. The book provides detailed insights into the formulation of military plans
by political and military elites in the United States and United Kingdom for
Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. Alastair Finlan
highlights the challenges posed by each of these unique theatres of operation,
the nature of the diverse enemies faced by coalition forces, and the shortcomings
in strategic thinking about these campaigns. This fresh perspective on strategy in
the West and how it has been applied in recent military campaigns facilitates a
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deep understanding of how wars have been and will be fought. Including key
terms, concepts and discussion questions for each chapter, Contemporary
Military Strategy and the Global War on Terror is a crucial text in strategic
studies, and required reading for anyone interested in the new realities of
transnational terrorism and twenty-first century warfare.
"In recent years, historians and other scholars have offered useful definitions, most of
which coalesce around the notion that grand strategy is an amplification of the "normal"
strategic practice of deploying various means to attain specific ends. "The crux of grand
strategy," writes Paul Kennedy, co-founder of the influential Grand Strategy program at
Yale University, "lies...in policy, that is, in the capacity of the nation's leaders to bring
together all the elements, both military and nonmilitary, for the preservation and
enhancement of the nation's long-term (that is, in wartime and peacetime) best
interests." John Lewis Gaddis, the program's co-founder with Kennedy, defines grand
strategy succinctly as "the alignment of potentially unlimited aspirations with necessarily
limited capabilities." Hal Brands, an alumnus of Yale's program and a contributor to this
volume, observes that grand strategy is best understood as an "intellectual architecture
that lends structure to foreign policy; it is the logic that helps states navigate a complex
and dangerous world." Peter Feaver, who followed Yale's model when establishing a
grand strategy program at Duke University, is somewhat more specific: "Grand strategy
refers to the collection of plans and policies that comprise the state's deliberate effort to
harness political, military, diplomatic, and economic tools together to advance that
state's national interest." International Relations theorist Stephen Walt is even more
precise: "a state's grand strategy is its plan for making itself secure. Grand strategy
identifies the objectives that must be achieved to produce security, and describes the
political and military actions that are believed to lead to this goal. Strategy is thus a set
of 'contingent predictions': if we do A, B, and C, the desired results X, Y, and Z should
follow.""-On November 8-9, 2011, the National Defense University (NDU), Washington, DC, held
a conference entitled "Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a
Complex Future," which I had the privilege of chairing. For more than 2 decades, I have
been studying the mechanisms and methods we use as a nation to develop and
conduct grand strategy. The conversation that began at that conference needs to be
further developed and continued. More importantly, we, as a nation, need to explore
together the path ahead and answer questions regarding how and why we struggle with
grand strategies. If developed and executed with a systemic orientation, grand
strategies could help us shape our future in an ever changing and complex world. This
volume represents a compilation of some of the presentations given at the NDU
conference. It also represents the great diversity of opinions regarding this subject. For
more than 2 decades, it has been evident to many that the United States needs a new
framework for a grand strategy, especially since the "containment" strategy of George
F. Kennan that shaped U.S. policy during the Cold War is no longer relevant. But, what
kind of framework do we need? Most commonly, grand strategy is framed in the context
of warfare, or at least conflict among nations. There have been exceptions, and the
focus of this symposium was not on warfare or preparation for war. Our intent was to
promote a discussion about the elements of and prospect for a grand strategy for
America. Over the millennia, grand strategies have evolved as the complexities of the
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known world grew. Rulers have created and executed grand strategies for their nations
through modern times. It is possible that a 21st century grand strategy will be very
different than past models since our understanding of the world has and will change our
understanding of how complex systems, including nations, behave. The empowerment
of individuals or small groups with new technologies and communication tools can
extend beyond anything imagined outside the realm of science fiction. Other factors
may come into play as well. Some would also argue that, in a democracy, it is not
possible to attain the necessary consensus to craft and implement a national grand
strategy in the absence of an existential threat. Recent political discourse lends some
credence to that line of reasoning.
This book develops a new approach in explaining how a nation's Grand Strategy is
constituted, how to assess its merits, and how grand strategies may be comparatively
evaluated within a broader framework. The volume responds to three key problems
common to both academia and policymaking. First, the literature on the concept of
grand strategy generally focuses on the United States, offering no framework for
comparative analysis. Indeed, many proponents of US grand strategy suggest that the
concept can only be applied, at most, to a very few great powers such as China and
Russia. Second, characteristically it remains prescriptive rather than explanatory,
ignoring the central conundrum of why differing countries respond in contrasting ways
to similar pressures. Third, it often understates the significance of domestic politics and
policymaking in the formulation of grand strategies - emphasizing mainly systemic
pressures. This book addresses these problems. It seeks to analyze and explain grand
strategies through the intersection of domestic and international politics in ten countries
grouped distinctively as great powers (The G5), regional powers (Brazil and India) and
pivotal powers hostile to each other who are able to destabilize the global system (Iran,
Israel, and Saudi Arabia). The book thus employs a comparative framework that
describes and explains why and how domestic actors and mechanisms, coupled with
external pressures, create specific national strategies. Overall, the book aims to fashion
a valid, cross-contextual framework for an emerging research program on grand
strategic analysis.
This study is designed to contribute to the current efforts to reform the United States'
foreign policy and national security capabilities. It addresses contemporary problems
with specific policy and structural recommendations, but also aims to teach lessons in
diplomacy and strategy that apply to all times and places. The author asserts that the
U.S. needs a successful long-term national strategy integrating all the instruments of
statecraft to influence the world positively to restore its ability to win friends, allies,
politically motivated intelligence sources, and the resultant ability to achieve peace and
security.
A master class in strategic thinking, distilled from the legendary program the author has
co-taught at Yale for decades For almost two decades, Yale students have competed
for admission each year to the "Studies in Grand Strategy" seminar taught by John
Lewis Gaddis, Paul Kennedy, and Charles Hill. Its purpose has been to prepare future
leaders for responsibilities they will face, through lessons drawn from history and the
classics. Now Gaddis has distilled that teaching into a succinct, sharp and potentially
transformational book, surveying statecraft from the ancient Greeks to Franklin D.
Roosevelt and beyond. An unforgettable guide to the art of leadership, On Grand
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Strategy is, in every way, its own master class.
This book accounts the Reagan administration’s development and execution of the
grand strategy that led to the collapse of the Soviet Union, emphasizing the coordinated
use of diplomatic, informational, military, and economic instruments of national power. It
challenges the dominant narrative that often denies the existence of the grand strategy.
In strategic studies and international relations, grand strategy is a frequently-invoked
concept. Yet, despite its popularity, it is not well understood and it has many definitions,
some of which are even mutually contradictory. This state of affairs undermines its
usefulness for scholars and practitioners alike. Lukas Milevski aims to remedy this
situation by offering a conceptual history of grand strategy in the English language,
analysing its evolution from 1805 to the present day in the writings of its major
proponents. In doing so, he seeks to clarify the meaning and role of the concept, both
theoretically and practically, and shed light on its continuing utility today.
This book focuses on grand strategic approaches to the South China Sea dispute by
major powers in the region -- those capable of projecting force to the South China Sea
and abroad. It explores international dimensions of the South China Sea dispute, and
how military, diplomatic, and economic strategies of global actors have both contributed
to solutions and exacerbated conflict. Key international organizations and major powers
have their own chapters, including China, the United States, the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the European Union (EU), Japan, India, Australia,
and Russia. The book is unique in the existing literature in that it provides an allencompassing, interconnected, and theoretical explanation of major powers involved in
the South China Sea conflict. Grand strategy -- which includes not only military, but
economic, political, and diplomatic strategies, is addressed in the volume as a whole.
Authors seek to put the grand strategies of the major powers into analytic juxtaposition
to determine likely outcomes of, and optimal major power strategies for, the South
China Sea conflict over time. The volume focuses on the deeper aspects of grand
strategy and history, not customarily in the daily news coverage of incidents-at-sea and
negotiations. The South China Sea Conflict has been ongoing since at least 1909,
when the Qing sent a German-guided ship on a two-day voyage to the Paracels to fire
cannon and claim the area. The two major adversaries -- China and the U.S. (plus
allies), are in a long-term stalemate with incremental changes and frequent outbursts of
brinkmanship. Occupation and economic activities in foreign exclusive economic zones
(EEZs) increased substantially in the 1980s, and are the basis of a conflict that will
likely persist for the next 10-20 years. Country-specific specialists are in discussion with
one another between the covers of this book, in order to better understand the
strategies of major players and their likely outcomes. One cannot understand the South
China Sea dispute without understanding the interaction of grand strategies, and that
requires consideration of military, diplomatic, and economic aspects of the conflict
across all major powers. This book provides that comparative strategic analysis of the
dispute that is required to make progress towards its solution.

Grand strategy is one of the most widely used and abused concepts in the
foreign policy lexicon. In this important book, Hal Brands explains why grand
strategy is a concept that is so alluring—and so elusive—to those who make
American statecraft. He explores what grand strategy is, why it is so essential,
and why it is so hard to get right amid the turbulence of global affairs and the
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chaos of domestic politics. At a time when "grand strategy" is very much in
vogue, Brands critically appraises just how feasible that endeavor really is.
Brands takes a historical approach to this subject, examining how four
presidential administrations, from that of Harry S. Truman to that of George W.
Bush, sought to "do" grand strategy at key inflection points in the history of
modern U.S. foreign policy. As examples ranging from the early Cold War to the
Reagan years to the War on Terror demonstrate, grand strategy can be an
immensely rewarding undertaking—but also one that is full of potential pitfalls on
the long road between conception and implementation. Brands concludes by
offering valuable suggestions for how American leaders might approach the
challenges of grand strategy in the years to come.
Within a variety of historical contexts, The Shaping of Grand Strategy addresses
the most important tasks states have confronted: namely, how to protect their
citizens against the short-range as well as long-range dangers their polities
confront in the present and may confront in the future. To be successful, grand
strategy demands that governments and leaders chart a course that involves
more than simply reacting to immediate events. Above all, it demands they adapt
to sudden and major changes in the international environment, which more often
than not involves the outbreak of great conflicts but at times demands recognition
of major economic, political, or diplomatic changes. This collection of essays
explores the successes as well as failures of great states attempting to create
grand strategies that work and aims at achieving an understanding of some of
the extraordinary difficulties involved in casting, evolving and adapting grand
strategy to the realities of the world.
After World War II, George Kennan became the State Department's first director
of policy planning. Secretary of State George Marshall's initial advice to Kennan:
above all, "avoid trivia." Concentrate on the forest, not the trees, and don't lost
sight of the big picture. Easier said than done. Avoiding Trivia critically assesses
the past, future, and future role and impact of long-term strategic planning in
foreign policy. Strategic planning needs to be a more integral part of America's
foreign policymaking. Thousands of troops are engaged in combat while
homeland security concerns remain. In such an environment, long-term
coordination of goals and resources would seem to be of paramount importance.
But history tells us that such cohesiveness and coherence are tremendously
difficult to establish, much less maintain. Can policy planners—in the Pentagon,
the State Department, Treasury, NSC, and National Intelligence Council—rise to
the challenge? Indeed, is strategic planning a viable concept in 21st century
foreign policy? These crucial questions guide this eye-opening book. The
contributors include key figures from the past few decades of foreign policy and
planning—individuals responsible for imposing some sort of order and strategic
priority on foreign policy in a world that changes by the minute. They provide
authoritative insight on the difficulties and importance of thinking and acting in a
coherent way, for the long term. Contributors: Andrew P. N. Erdmann, Peter
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Feaver, Aaron L. Friedberg, David F. Gordon, Richard N. Haass, William
Inboden, Bruce W. Jentleson, Steven D. Krasner, Jeffrey W. Legro, Daniel
Twining, Thomas Wright, Amy B. Zegart.
This book challenges the dominant strategic culture and makes the case for
restraint in US grand strategy in the 21st century. Grand strategy, meaning a
state’s theory about how it can achieve national security for itself, is elusive. That
is particularly true in the United States, where the division of federal power and
the lack of direct security threats limit consensus about how to manage danger.
This book seeks to spur more vigorous debate on US grand strategy. To do so,
the first half of the volume assembles the most recent academic critiques of
primacy, the dominant strategic perspective in the United States today. The
contributors challenge the notion that US national security requires a massive
military, huge defense spending, and frequent military intervention around the
world. The second half of the volume makes the positive case for a more
restrained foreign policy by excavating the historical roots of restraint in the
United States and illustrating how restraint might work in practice in the Middle
East and elsewhere. The volume concludes with assessments of the political
viability of foreign policy restraint in the United States today. This book will be of
much interest to students of US foreign policy, grand strategy, national security,
and International Relations in general.
"Ionut Popescu explores how successful American grand strategy comes about.
For most experts in the academic world of political science and in the
Washington policymaking community, the answer lies in the design and
implementation of a farsighted strategic plan or framework. The role of such a
Grand Design is to guide the president's foreign policy actions and resource
allocation decisions in the pursuit of specific long-term objectives. The alternative
to following a Grand Design is usually said to consist of ad-hoc, incoherent, and
ultimately unsuccessful foreign policy decision-making. But what if successful
grand strategies are sometimes formed through an emergent process of learning
and adaptation, instead of being the product of strategic planning and farsighted
designs? Popescu argues that the Emergent Strategy model, adapted from the
business strategy literature, explains some of the traditional success stories and
failures of American grand strategy better than the prevalent Grand Design
model. These findings suggest the need to shift the focus of policymakers away
from planning for long-term objectives and toward short- and medium-term
incremental learning and adaptation. Based on this new theoretical
understanding of successful grand strategy being formed by either Design or
Emergent elements depending on the circumstances, the book also offers a
framework to help policymakers and strategic planners choose the right model
and tools based on the level of uncertainty they face in the external
environment"-From the earliest days of the Republic, the outlines of an evolving American
grand strategy have been evident in our foreign and domestic policy.1 Much of
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that history continues to inform our strategic conduct, and therefore American
grand strategy rests today on traditional foundations. Despite a welter of theory
and debate, grand strategy as a practical matter is remarkably consistent from
decade to decade, with its means altering as technology advances and
institutions evolve but its ends and ways showing marked continuity. Grand
strategy can be understood simply as the use of power to secure the state.2
Thus, it exists at a level above particular strategies intended to secure particular
ends and above the use of military power alone to achieve political objectives.
One way to comprehend grand strategy is to look for long-term state behavior as
defined by enduring, core security interests and how the state secures and
advances them over time.
Emergent Strategy and Grand Strategy thus offers both scholars and
practitioners of foreign policy an original theoretical framework to explain
strategic success.
The Fear of Invasion presents a new interpretation of British preparation for War
before 1914. It argues that protecting the British Isles from invasion was the
foundation upon which all other plans for the defence of the Empire were built up.
Home defence determined the amount of resources available for other tasks and
the relative focus of the Army and Navy, as both played an important role in
preventing an invasion. As politicians were reluctant to prepare for offensive
British participation in a future war, home defence became the means by which
the government contributed to an ill-defined British 'grand' strategy. The Royal
Navy formed the backbone of British defensive preparations. However, after
1905 the Navy came to view the threat of a German invasion of the British Isles
as a far more credible threat than is commonly realised. As the Army became
more closely associated with operations in France, the Navy thus devoted an
ever-greater amount of time and effort to safeguarding the vulnerable east coast.
In this manner preventing an invasion came to exert a 'very insidious' effect on
the Navy by the outbreak of War in 1914. This book explains how and why this
came to pass, and what it can tell us about the role of government in forming
strategy.
War--or the threat of war--usually strengthens states as governments tax, draft soldiers, exert
control over industrial production, and dampen internal dissent in order to build military might.
The United States, however, was founded on the suspicion of state power, a suspicion that
continued to gird its institutional architecture and inform the sentiments of many of its
politicians and citizens through the twentieth century. In this comprehensive rethinking of
postwar political history, Aaron Friedberg convincingly argues that such anti-statist inclinations
prevented Cold War anxieties from transforming the United States into the garrison state it
might have become in their absence. Drawing on an array of primary and secondary sources,
including newly available archival materials, Friedberg concludes that the "weakness" of the
American state served as a profound source of national strength that allowed the United States
to outperform and outlast its supremely centralized and statist rival: the Soviet Union.
Friedberg's analysis of the U. S. government's approach to taxation, conscription, industrial
planning, scientific research and development, and armaments manufacturing reveals that the
American state did expand during the early Cold War period. But domestic constraints on its
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expansion--including those stemming from mean self-interest as well as those guided by a
principled belief in the virtues of limiting federal power--protected economic vitality,
technological superiority, and public support for Cold War activities. The strategic synthesis
that emerged by the early 1960s was functional as well as stable, enabling the United States to
deter, contain, and ultimately outlive the Soviet Union precisely because the American state
did not limit unduly the political, personal, and economic freedom of its citizens. Political
scientists, historians, and general readers interested in Cold War history will value this
thoroughly researched volume. Friedberg's insightful scholarship will also inspire future policy
by contributing to our understanding of how liberal democracy's inherent qualities nurture its
survival and spread.
Grand strategy is one of the most widely used and abused concepts in the foreign policy
lexicon. In this important book, Hal Brands explains why grand strategy is a concept that is so
alluring—and so elusive—to those who make American statecraft. He explores what grand
strategy is, why it is so essential, and why it is so hard to get right amid the turbulence of global
affairs and the chaos of domestic politics. At a time when “grand strategy” is very much in
vogue, Brands critically appraises just how feasible that endeavor really is. Brands takes a
historical approach to this subject, examining how four presidential administrations, from that of
Harry S. Truman to that of George W. Bush, sought to “do” grand strategy at key inflection
points in the history of modern U.S. foreign policy. As examples ranging from the early Cold
War to the Reagan years to the War on Terror demonstrate, grand strategy can be an
immensely rewarding undertaking—but also one that is full of potential pitfalls on the long road
between conception and implementation. Brands concludes by offering valuable suggestions
for how American leaders might approach the challenges of grand strategy in the years to
come.
A sweeping and insightful grand strategic overview of the American Revolution, highlighting
Washington's role in orchestrating victory and creating the US Army Led by the Continental
Congress, the Americans almost lost the war for independence because their military thinking
was badly muddled. Following the victory in 1775 at Bunker Hill, patriot leaders were
convinced that the key to victory was the home-grown militia -- local men defending their
families and homes. But the flush of early victory soon turned into a bitter reality as the British
routed Americans fleeing New York. General George Washington knew that having and
maintaining an army of professional soldiers was the only way to win independence. As he
fought bitterly with the leaders in Congress over the creation of a regular army, he patiently
waited until his new army was ready for pitched battle. His first opportunity came late in 1776,
following his surprise crossing of the Delaware River. In New Jersey, the strategy of victory
was about to unfold. In The Strategy of Victory, preeminent historian Thomas Fleming
examines the battles that created American independence, revealing how the creation of a
professional army worked on the battlefield to secure victory, independence, and a lasting
peace for the young nation.
The field of grand strategy is exceptionally American-centric theoretically, methodologically and
empirically. Indeed, many scholars treat the United States as a unique case, and thus
incomparable. This Element addresses the shortcomings of this approach by developing a
novel framework for the purpose of systematic comparison, both within and among different
countries. Using the United States as a benchmark, three dimensions are considered in which
grand strategy can be compared: first, attributes of the major types commonly discussed in the
literature; second, similarities and differences in the implementation of grand strategies over
time, using US strategic relations with contemporary Russia as an example; and finally, across
space, properties of the grand strategies that are interactively employed by other major powers
in relation to the United States in the Indo-Pacific. The Element can be used by scholars and
students alike to expand analysis beyond the confines that currently dominate the field.
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This book delineates the role that Pakistan should play in the largely anarchic world of the
twenty-first century in order to best serve the country’s long-term national interests. Its main
aim is to lay down the parameters within which Pakistan’s grand strategy should be
formulated, taking into account the evolving global and regional security environment and
Pakistan’s historical experience. Provided here is an in-depth analysis and critical evaluation
of the past record of Pakistan’s foreign policy within this context, bringing out its successes
and failures, strengths and weaknesses. Based on these analyses, a comprehensive approach
is recommended for safeguarding Pakistan’s national security and promoting its prosperity
utilizing a strategy that is a marked departure from the military-dominated, uni-dimensional
policies the country has followed thus far. Besides providing guidelines to Pakistan’s policy
makers and intelligentsia, this book will be of interest to academics, foreign observers, and
general readers in understanding the constraints and parameters within which Pakistan – a de
facto nuclear-weapon state of 190 million people at the cross-roads of South Asia, Central
Asia, and the Persian Gulf – must operate to safeguard its national interests in the turbulent
times ahead.
As new presidential administrations come into power, they each bring their own approach to
foreign policy. No grand strategy, however, is going to be completely novel. New
administrations never start with a blank slate, so it is always possible to see similarities
between an administration and its predecessors. Conversely, since each administration faces
novel problems and operates in a unique context, no foreign policy strategy is going to be an
exact replica of its predecessors. In American Pendulum, Christopher Hemmer examines
America’s grand strategic choices between 1914 and 2014 using four recurring debates in
American foreign policy as lenses. First, how should the United States balance the trade-offs
between working alone versus working with other states and international organizations?
Second, what is the proper place of American values in foreign policy? Third, where does the
strategic perimeter of the United States lie? And fourth, is time on the side of the United States
or of its enemies? Offering new readings of debates within the Wilson, Truman, Nixon, Bush,
and Obama administrations, Hemmer asserts that heated debates, disagreements, and even
confusions over U.S. grand strategy are not only normal but also beneficial. He challenges the
claim that uncertainties or inconsistences about the nation’s role in the world or approach to
security issues betray strategic confusion or the absence of a grand strategy. American foreign
policy, he states, is most in danger not when debates are at their most pointed but when the
weight of opinion crushes dissent. As the United States looks ahead to an increasingly
multipolar world with increasing complicated security issues, Hemmer concludes, developing
an effective grand strategy requires ongoing contestation and compromises between
competing visions and policies.
What is grand strategy and what is it good for? What are great powers, and which states are
great powers today? What are the grand strategies available to great powers? What are the
conditions under which a certain strategy is suitable and when should it be rejected? What are
the factors affecting the success or failure of a given grand strategy? The present volume
provides answers to these questions by introducing a typology of great power grand strategies,
as strategies of rising, status quo, and declining powers, as well as through historical
illustrations of each type. The reader is thus exposed to strategies such as divide and conquer,
biding your time, opportunity strike, primacy, semi-detachment, concert, and appeasement
through the experiences of leaders such as Bismarck, Peter the Great, Metternich, Deng
Xiaoping, Neville Chamberlain, and Stalin. This analysis is then brought to bear on present
developments in the grand strategies of the United States, China, and Russia. The volume
should be of interest to both the academic and foreign policy-making communities, and in
particular to students of international relations, diplomacy, history, and current international
affairs.
Page 10/12

Download Ebook The Absence Of Grand Strategy The United States In The
Persian Gulf 1972 2005
As India prepares to take its place in shaping the course of an ‘Asian century’, there are
increasing debates about its ‘grand strategy’ and its role in a future world order. This timely
and topical book presents a range of historical and contemporary interpretations and case
studies on the theme. Drawing upon rich and diverse narratives that have informed India’s
strategic discourse, security and foreign policy, it charts a new agenda for strategic thinking on
postcolonial India from a non-Western perspective. Comprehensive and insightful, the work will
prove indispensable to those in defence and strategic studies, foreign policy, political science,
and modern Indian history. It will also interest policy-makers, think-tanks and diplomats.

The Absence of Grand StrategyThe United States in the Persian Gulf,
1972–2005JHU Press
"This research effort focuses on the causes [of an] astrategic approach by
evaluating the absence of grand strategy at the national level, the resulting
misalignment and distortion that has occurred in the defense policy, planning,
programming, budgeting, and acquisition processes, and the role DOD has
played in fostering this strategic shortfall. The critique utilizes the expected fiscal
austerity and complex threat environment of the next decade argue that the
current unconstrained strategic approach is unsustainable. DOD must desist in
its passive approach to strategy and, instead, drive the strategic development
process, execute a genuine strategic review, foster a new value culture within the
department that focuses on national loyalty and moral courage instead of
parochialism and status quo, and advocate for a new roles and missions review
for the Services and Defense Agencies."--Abstract.
Thoroughly updated with a new preface and a chapter on the 2003 Iraq War,
Explaining Foreign Policy, already widely used in courses, will continue to be of
interest to students and scholars of foreign policy, international relations, and
related fields.
Intro -- Contents -- List of Tables -- Preface -- Introduction. No Grand Strategy -1. Exploring Great Powers in Regions -- 2. The Nixon Administration's Twin
Pillars -- 3. The Reagan Administration and the Iran-Iraq War -- 4. The Bush
Administration and Constructive Engagement -- 5. The Iraq War of 1991 -- 6. The
Clinton Administration and Saddam Hussein -- 7. Containment-Plus and Regime
Change in Iraq -- 8. The Iraq War of 2003 -- 9. The Decline of Balance-of-Power
Policy -- 10. The Balance Sheet, So to Speak -- 11. Theory, Strategy, and
Realism -- Conclusion. Reactive Engagement -- Appendix: Core Interviews -Notes -- Bibliography -- Index -- A -- B -- C -- D -- E -- F -- G -- H -- I -- J -- K -- L
-- M -- N -- O -- P -- R -- S -- T -- U -- V -- W.
This unique book examines grand strategy and the assistance such a strategy
makes to the development and articulation of the National Security Strategy. This
is the focus of much of the curriculum at all the war colleges within the Pentagon.
What is the country's grand strategy? Do we need one? If one does not exist,
then in a world of complexity and globalization, what is the context that we will
use to make decisions in the absence of a grand strategy that guides? How can
the Nation plan in a proactive sense to be ready for the future, let alone shape
one, without such a framework? The papers presented at this conference
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represent a sampling of the diversity of opinions on this topic. We hope that it will
give the reader some issues to consider. Chapter 1 - Introduction * Chapter 2 Grand Strategy * Chapter 3 - Educating Strategists: Some Discomforting
Contradictions * Chapter 4 - Eight Myths about American Grand Strategy *
Chapter 5 - Department of Homeland Security Approach to Strategy * Chapter 6 Forging Grand Strategy: The President's Role * Chapter 7 - Grand Strategy and
Human Thinking * Chapter 8 - Designing the U.S. President's Ability to Make
Strategy * Chapter 9 - The Need for Grand Strategy Development: Lessons from
the Project on National Security Reform and Singapore * Chapter 10 - Postscript
For more than 2 decades, it has been evident to many that the United States
needs a new framework for a grand strategy, especially since the "containment"
strategy of George F. Kennan that shaped U.S. policy during the Cold War is no
longer relevant. But, what kind of framework do we need? Most commonly, grand
strategy is framed in the context of warfare, or at least conflict among nations.
There have been exceptions, and the focus of this symposium was not on
warfare or preparation for war. Our intent was to promote a discussion about the
elements of and prospect for a grand strategy for America. Over the millennia,
grand strategies have evolved as the complexities of the known world grew.
Rulers have created and executed grand strategies for their nations through
modern times. It is possible that a 21st century grand strategy will be very
different than past models since our understanding of the world has and will
change our understanding of how complex systems, including nations, behave.
The empowerment of individuals or small groups with new technologies and
communication tools can extend beyond anything imagined outside the realm of
science fiction. Other factors may come into play as well. Some would also argue
that, in a democracy, it is not possible to attain the necessary consensus to craft
and implement a national grand strategy in the absence of an existential threat.
Recent political discourse lends some credence to that line of reasoning.
American foreign policy is the subject of extensive debate. Many look to domestic
factors as the driving forces of bad policies. Benjamin Miller instead seeks to
account for changes in US international strategy by developing a theory of grand
strategy that captures the key security approaches available to US decisionmakers in times of war and peace. Grand Strategy from Truman to Trump makes
a crucial contribution to our understanding of competing grand strategies that
accounts for objectives and means of security policy. Miller puts forward a model
that is widely applicable, based on empirical evidence from post-WWII to today,
and shows that external factors—rather than internal concerns—are the most
determinative.
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