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Syntax Semantics And Pragmatics Of Contexts
Traditionally, anaphor resolution focused on structural cues of the antecedent. Recently, the
interaction between discourse factors and information structure affecting antecedent salience
has been more thoroughly explored. This volume depicts selected peer-reviewed research
papers that tackle issues in anaphor resolution from theoretical, empirical and experimental
perspectives. These collected articles present a wide spectrum of cross-linguistic data (Dutch,
German, Spanish, Turkish, Yurakaré) and also offer new results from L1 and L2 acquisition
studies. Data interpretation span from typological to psycholinguistic viewpoints and are related
to recent developments in linguistic theory. One data analysis puts the issue of anaphor
resolution in a historical context. The experimental findings are complemented by reviews of
the current literature on the role of discourse units. This volume gives a comprehensive
overview of the state of discussion how the interaction between information structure and
contextual discourse affects salience. That's why it will be welcomed by all linguists and
psycholinguists who are theoretically and / or experimentally investigating several aspects of
anaphor resolution.
This volume brings together recent scholarship addressing a number of significant issues in
linguistic theory and description, including verb classification, case marking, comparative
constructions, noun phrase structure, clause linkage and reference-tracking in discourse.
These topics are discussed with respect to a wide range of languages, including Bamunka
(Bantu), Biblical Hebrew, Japanese, Persian, Pitjantjatjara (Australia), Russian and Taiwan
Sign Language. The theoretical perspective employed in these analyses is that of Role and
Page 1/14

Where To Download Syntax Semantics And Pragmatics Of Contexts
Reference Grammar (RRG), a theory which strives to describe language structure and
grammatical phenomena in terms of the interaction of syntax, semantics and discoursepragmatics. RRG differs from other parallel-architecture, constructionally-oriented theories in
important ways, particularly with respect to the ability to formulate cross-linguistic
generalizations. The ability of RRG to facilitate the formulation of cross-linguistic
generalizations is exemplified well in the contributions to this volume. As such, this text makes
important theoretical and descriptive contributions to contemporary linguistic discussions.
Interjections in Ancient Greek have long lacked a comprehensive account, despite their
frequent occurrence in major texts. The present study of their semantics and pragmatics,
encompassing all items encountered in Greek drama from the 5th century BC, applies a
moderate minimalism, theory-driven method. Readers are offered a thorough and detailed
study of this elusive, and in several respects deviant, class of linguistic items.
This volume comprises thirteen original research papers and three overview papers presenting
new work using a number of experimental techniques from psycho- and neurolinguistics in the
three key areas of current semantics and pragmatics: implicature, negation and
presupposition.
The answer to the question "How can we understand and use a definition?" provides new
constraints on natural language and on the internal language in which meaning is mentally
represented. Most syntax takes the sentence as the basic unit for well-formedness, but
definitions force us to focus on words and phrases, and hence to focus on compositional
syntax in parallel with compositional semantics. This study examines both dictionary definitions
and definitions from textbooks, from the points of view of their syntax, semantics, and use for
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learning word meaning. The tools used throughout are Principles and Parameters syntax,
Relevance theoretic pragmatics, Model theoretic semantics, and the formal theory of
definitions. The analyses argue that because phrases can be understood in isolation, some
standard syntactic analyses must be modified. 'NP movement' has to be reanalysed as
transmission of theta roles. These ideas are then applied to a variety of adjectives which take
propositional complements. The final chapter argues that for definitions to be understood, the
syntax of the Language of Thought must be close to that of Natural Language in specifiable
way.
The volume aims at a universal definition of modality or “illocutionary/speaker’s perspective
force” that is strong enough to capture the entire range of different subtypes and varieties of
modalities in different languages. The central idea is that modality is all-pervasive in language.
This perspective on modality allows for the integration of covert modality as well as peripheral
instances of modality in neglected domains such as the modality of insufficieny, of attitudinality,
or neglected domains such as modality and illocutionary force in finite vs. nonfinite and factive
vs. non-factive subordinated clauses. In most languages, modality encompasses modal verbs
both in their root and epistemic meanings, at least where these languages have the principled
distribution between root and epistemic modality in the first place (which is one fundamentally
restricted, in its strict qualitative and quantitative sense, to the Germanic languages). In
addition, this volume discusses one other intricate and partially highly mysterious class of
modality triggers: modal particles as they are sported in the Germanic languages (except for
English). It is argued in the contributions and the languages discussed in this volume how
modal verbs and adverbials, next to modal particles, are expressed, how they are interlinked
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with contextual factors such as aspect, definiteness, person, verbal factivity, and assertivity as
opposed to other attitudinal types. An essential concept used and argued for is
perspectivization (a sub-concept of possible world semantics). Language groups covered in
detail and compared are Slavic, Germanic, and South East Asian. The volume will interest
researchers in theoretical and applied linguistics, typology, the semantics/pragmatics interface,
and language philosophy as it is part of a larger project developing an alternative approach to
Universal Grammar that is compatible with functionalist approaches.

The study of linguistics has been forever changed by the advent of the computer. Not
only does the machine permit the processing of enormous quantities of text thereby
securing a better empirical foundation for conclusions-but also, since it is a modelling
device, the machine allows the implementation of theories of grammar and other kinds
of language processing. Models can have very unexpected properties both good and
bad-and it is only through extensive tests that the value of a model can be properly
assessed. The computer revolution has been going on for many years, and its
importance for linguistics was recognized early on, but the more recent spread of
personal workstations has made it a reality that can no longer be ignored by anyone in
the subject. The present essay, in particular, could never have been written without the
aid of the computer. I know personally from conversations and consultations with the
author over many months how the book has changed. If he did not have at his
command a powerful typesetting program, he would not have been able to see how his
writing looked and exactly how it had to be revised and amplified. Even more significant
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for the evolution of the linguistic theory is the easy testing of examples made possible
by the implementation of the parser and the computer-held lexicon. Indeed, the rule set
and lexicon grew substantially after the successes of the early implementations created
the desire to incorporate more linguistic phenomena.
Atypical demonstratives have not received adequate attention in the literature so far, or
have even been completely neglected. By providing fresh insights and discussing new
facets, this volume contributes to the better understanding of this group of words,
starting from specific empirical phenomena, and advances our knowledge of the
various properties of demonstratives, their syntactic multi-functionality, semantic feature
specifications and pragmatic functions. In addition, some of the papers discuss different
grammaticalization processes involving demonstratives, in particular how and from
which lexical and morphosyntactic categories they originate cross-linguistically, and
which semantic or pragmatic mechanisms play which role in their emergence. As such,
the different contributions guide the readers on an adventurous journey into the realm
of different exotic species of demonstratives, whose peculiar properties offer new
exiting insights into the complex nature of demonstrative expressions themselves.
A guide to the relations between a predicate and its arguments, for researchers and
advanced students in linguistics. Engages foundational issues in both syntax and
semantics, with attention to the correspondence between structure at the two levels.
Chapters include discussion questions and suggestions for further reading.
Page 5/14

Where To Download Syntax Semantics And Pragmatics Of Contexts
This is the first of two volumes emanating from the Linguistic Symposium on Romance
Languages held at the University of Texas at Austin in February 2005. It features the
keynote address delivered by Denis Bouchard on exaptation and linguistic explanation,
as well as seventeen contributions by emerging and internationally recognized scholars
of Spanish, French, Italian, as well as Rumanian. While the emphasis bears on formal
analyses, the coverage is remarkably broad, as topics range from morphology, syntax,
semantics, pragmatics and language acquisition. Each article seeks to represent a new
perspective on these topics and a variety of frameworks and concepts are exploited:
distributive morphology, entailment theory, grammaticalization, information structure,
left-periphery, polarity lattice, spatial individuation, thematic hierarchy, etc. This volume
will challenge anyone interested in current issues in theoretical Romance Linguistics.
The category P belongs to a less studied area in theoretical linguistics, which has only
recently attracted considerable attention. This volume brings together pioneering work
on adpositions in spatial relations from different theoretical and cross-linguistic
perspectives. The common theme in these contributions is the complex semantic and
syntactic structure of PPs. Analyses are presented in several different frameworks and
approaches, including generative syntax, optimality theoretic semantics and syntax,
formal semantics, mathematical modeling, lexical syntax, and pragmatics. Among the
languages featured in detail are English, German, Hebrew, Igbo, Italian, Japanese, and
Persian. This volume will be of interest to students and researchers of formal
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semantics, syntax and language typology, as well as scholars with a more general
interest in spatial cognition.
This book investigates the morphosyntactic, semantic, and pragmatic properties of
language, and the interactions between them, from the perspective of Optimality
Theory. It integrates optimization processes into the formal and functional study of
grammar, interpreting optimization as the result of conflicting, violable ranked
constraints. Unlike previous work on the topic, this book also takes into account the
question of directionality of grammar. A model of grammar in which optimization
processes interact bidirectionally allows both language generation-the process of
selecting the optimal form of a given meaning-and language interpretation-the process
of optimal interpretation of a given form-to be taken into account. Chapters in this
volume explore the consequences of both symmetric (unidirectional) and asymmetric
(bidirectional) versions of Optimality Theory, investigating the syntax-semantics
interface, first language acquisition, and sequential bilingual grammars. The volume
presents cutting edge research in Optimality-Theoretic syntax and semantics, as well
as demonstrating how optimization processes as modelled in this formalism serve as a
viable approach for linguists and scholars in related fields.

This book looks at how syntax, semantics and pragmatics interact in different
ways across human languages.
Investigations of the Syntax-Semantics-Pragmatics Interface presents on-going
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research in Role and Reference Grammar in a number of critical areas of
linguistic theory: verb semantics and argument structure, the nature of syntactic
categories and syntactic representation, prosody and syntax, information
structure and syntax, and the syntax and semantics of complex sentences. In
each of these areas there are important results which not only advance the
development of the theory, but also contribute to the broader theoretical
discussion. In particular, there are analyses of grammatical phenomena such as
transitivity in Kabardian, the verb-less numeral quantifier construction in
Japanese, and an unusual kind of complex sentence in Wari' (Chapakuran,
Brazil) which not only illustrate the descriptive and explanatory power of the
theory, but also present interesting challenges to other approaches. In addition,
there are papers looking at the implications and applications of Role and
Reference Grammar for neurolinguistic research, parsing and automated text
analysis.
Little Words is an interdisciplinary examination of the functions and change in the
use of clitics, pronouns, determiners, conjunctions, discourse particles,
auxiliary/light verbs, prepositions, and other “little words” that have played a
central role in linguistic theory and in language acquisition research. Leading
scholars present advanced research in phonology, morphology, syntax,
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semantics, discourse function, historical development, variation, and acquisition
by children and adults. This unique volume integrates the views and findings of
these different research areas into one professional source to be used within and
across disciplines. Languages studied include English, Spanish, French,
Romanian, German, Norwegian, Swedish, Slavonic, and Medieval Leonese.
This study provides a consistent description and explanation of the syntax, the
semantics and the pragmatics of Spanish mood. A major focus of attention is the
central role of the truthfunctional categories of "realis, potentialis" and "irrealis" as
parameters relevant to mood selection in both subordinate and non-subordinate
clauses. Furthermore, a proposal is offered for a new typology of clauseembedding predicates. The framework chosen stems from the insight that
complement-taking predicates share the property of providing information on the
set of mental processes which characterize intentional human behavior. At the
level of pragmatic analysis, mood selection is examined from a variety of angles.
Thus, specific research is conducted within the framework of speech act theory,
relevance theory, politeness theory and the theory of Gricean maxims.
This book looks at the relationship between syntax and semantics, bringing
together two seemingly unrelated hypotheses: that verbs do not require
arguments, and that specifiers are not required by the grammar. The analysis
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has consequences for the theory of locality, agreement, serial verbs, and
multidominance structures.
What do we mean when we say things like 'If only we knew what he was up to!'
Clearly this is more than just a message, or a question to our addressee. We are
expressing simultaneously that we don't know, and also that we wish to know.
Several modes of encoding contribute to such modalities of expression: word
order, subordinating subjunctions, sentences that are subordinated but
nevertheless occur autonomously, and attitudinal discourse adverbs which, far
beyond lexical adverbials of modality, allow the speaker and the listener to
presuppose full agreement, partial agreement under presupposed conditions, or
negotiation of common ground. This state of the art survey proposes a new
model of modality, drawing on data from a variety of Germanic and Slavic
languages to find out what is cross-linguistically universal about modality, and to
argue that it is a constitutive part of human cognition.
Examining the syntax and semantics of discourse markers, this book employs a syntactic
approach to describe discourse markers in Head-Driven Phrase Structure Grammar (HPSG),
relevant in a theory of discourse because it provides a framework in which all levels of
grammar can be integrated. Since discourse markers operate at discourse level, a well
developed discourse theory is required - in this case, Segmented Discourse Representation
Page 10/14

Where To Download Syntax Semantics And Pragmatics Of Contexts
Theory (SDRT) is adopted. During the course of the book, Minimal Recourse Semantics is
explained as it provides an integration of HPSG and SDRT. The approach described is
exemplified with an analysis of 'anyway'. This book provides a detailed overview of research on
discourse markers covering different areas of linguistics: from a discourse analysis point of
view, to a Relevance Theory perspective going through a computational linguistics approach.
Containing a precise summary of HPSG and the recently developed SDRT, it will be of great
interest to researchers in semantics, pragmatics, grammar and discourse analysis.
First published in 1988, this book examines the aspects of pragmatic competence involving the
class of preposing constructions in English. By limiting the scope of investigation to particular
grammatical categories, the author argues previous studies have failed to capture significant
pragmatic generalisations. The author asserts what distinguishes one preposing type from
another are the semantic and pragmatic properties of the referent of that constituent. After a
review of the past literature on preposing, the book goes on to present a pragmatic theory in
which two discourse functions of preposing are proposed. It then provides a functional
taxonomy of the various preposing types which the theory is designed to account for. One type
of preposing, Topicalization, and two of its subtypes, Proposition Affirmation and Ironic
Preposing, are discussed in detail in the subsequent chapters before the book concludes with
a summary along with directions for future research.
Offers a comprehensive and accessible introduction to a novel theory of syntax, which
analyzes grammar from a semantic perspective.
An innovative survey that covers the linguistic questions of modality and mood, offering a new
model for the phenomenon.
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Professor Ferenc Kiefer of the Linguistics Institute of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences was
instrumental in bringing early transformational grammar to Europe. His extensive work
contributes substantially to making a connection between the grammatical theory and other
areas of linguistics. The 17 essays in this book celebrate his career by continuing to explore
inter-area research in linguistics: pragmatics in grammar (de Groot, van Riemsdijk, Dressler &
Barbaresi, Comrie), semantic compositionality and pragmatics (Wunderlich, Partee, Borschev,
Szabo, Bach), logical structures and universals in semantics and pragmatics (van der Auwera,
Bultinck, Burton-Roberts, Harnish, Wierzbicka) dialogue and thematic structure (Jonasson,
Doherty, Hajicova, Panevova, Sgall, Allwood, Fraser).
Language is a system of communication in which grammatical structures function to express
meaning in context. While all languages can achieve the same basic communicative ends,
they each use different means to achieve them, particularly in the divergent ways that syntax,
semantics and pragmatics interact across languages. This book looks in detail at how
structure, meaning, and communicative function interact in human languages. Working within
the framework of Role and Reference Grammar (RRG), Van Valin proposes a set of rules,
called the 'linking algorithm', which relates syntactic and semantic representations to each
other, with discourse-pragmatics playing a role in the linking. Using this model, he discusses
the full range of grammatical phenomena, including the structures of simple and complex
sentences, verb and argument structure, voice, reflexivization and extraction restrictions.
Clearly written and comprehensive, this book will be welcomed by all those working on the
interface between syntax, semantics and pragmatics.
Challenges at the Syntax-Semantics-Pragmatics InterfaceA Role and Reference Grammar
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PerspectiveCambridge Scholars Publishing
Although the field of polarity is well researched, this monograph offers a new take on polarity
sensitivity that both challenges and incorporates previous theories. Based primarily on
Swedish data, it presents new solutions to long-standing problems, such as the noncomplementary distribution of NPIs and PPIs in yes/no-questions and conditionals, long
distance licensing by superordinate elements, and the occurrence of polarity items in whquestions. It is argued that polarity sensitivity can be understood in terms of evaluability.
Lacking any immediate predecessor in the literature, evaluability refers to the possibility of
accepting or rejecting an utterance as true in a communicative exchange. Intriguingly, the
evaluable status of a clause is shown to have syntactic correlates in Swedish, mirrored in the
configuration of the C-domain. This book is of interest to scholars studying the interplay
between syntax, semantics and pragmatics, particularly those working on negation and
polarity.
The Interfaces of Chinese Syntax with Semantics and Pragmatics provides an in-depth
exploration of a variety of interface phenomena in Chinese, a non-inflectional language, where
to a large extent word order constrains its interpretation and defines its grammatical functions.
Under the Dynamic Syntax approach, which takes the incremental left-to-right processing of
linguistic forms to be a fundamental part of characterizing the relation between syntactic
structure and semantic interpretation, a straightforward explanation is provided. The study
features detailed analysis of a range of key grammatical constructions such as topic, passive,
copular and cleft, where previous analyses were sought in pure syntactic, semantic or
pragmatic terms. Clear and straightforward throughout, The Interfaces of Chinese Syntax with
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Semantics and Pragmatics will be of interest to graduate students and scholars of Chinese,
linguistics and cognitive science.
The main body of this dissertation consists of one chapter summarizing the basic facts about
the Japanese honorific system and three chapters discussing issues in the domain of
(morpho)syntax, semantics, and pragmatics.
This book brings together research on the semantics and pragmatics of adjectives and
adverbs. It integrates lexical and compositional semantics and provides a full account of the
structural and interpretive properties of adjectives and adverbs. It will interest students in
linguistics and philosophy at graduate level and above.
This study provides a consistent description and explanation of the syntax, the semantics and
the pragmatics of Spanish mood. A major focus of attention is the central role of the
truthfunctional categories of realis, potentialis and irrealis as parameters relevant to mood
selection in both subordinate and non-subordinate clauses. Furthermore, a proposal is offered
for a new typology of clause-embedding predicates. The framework chosen stems from the
insight that complement-taking predicates share the property of providing information on the
set of mental processes which characterize intentional human behavior. At the level of
pragmatic analysis, mood selection is examined from a variety of angles. Thus, specific
research is conducted within the framework of speech act theory, relevance theory, politeness
theory and the theory of Gricean maxims.
Copyright: 65385a7618e132fe09c9b9cc67f30182

Page 14/14

Copyright : www.treca.org

