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Created in partnership with Hockey Ministries International, this Hockey New Testament features the testimonies of sixteen hockey
players and coaches. Their personal stories and thoughts on faith, the Bible, and about what Jesus means to them on and off the
ice, are interspersed throughout the popular New Living Translation (NLT) New Testament. It's a powerful little book that will offer
spiritual encouragement and guidance to both players and lovers of the sport. Featuring photos and testimonies of well known
hockey players, like: - Jarome Iginla - Eric Staal - Glen Wesley - Mike Sauer - Joe Vitale - Gigi Marvin - Jim & Trevor Nill - Anne
Schleper Features - 16 players' and coaches' testimonies, interspersed throughout the NLT New Testament - Play to Win
Introduction - 20 color photographs
The mother of pop star Justin Bieber tells her inspiring story--from being a teenage mother to overcoming drug and alcohol
addiction, from a suicide attempt to her ultimate triumph over her demons.
Simone Manuel is one of the country's best female athletes. Learn about her childhood, the challenges she has overcome, and
this swimmer's greatest accomplishments. Get the inside scoop on gold-medal-winning Olympic appearance.
Missy Franklin is one of the most talented swimmers in the world. She is a four-time Olympic gold medalist and currently holds the
world record in the 200-meter backstroke and American records in both the 100-meter and 200-meter backstroke. She was
Swimming World’s World Swimmer of the Year and was awarded the American Swimmer of the Year award in 2012. Swimming
with Faith: The Missy Franklin Story details her rise in fame as a swimmer and humbleness in the sport and in her personal life.
Linspired reveals the remarkable journey of the ultimate underdog, Jeremy Lin, formerly of the New York Knicks, current superstar
point guard of the Houston Rockets, and the first American-born player of Chinese/Taiwanese descent to play in the National
Basketball Association. In spite of being cut by two NBA teams before he signed with the Knicks, Lin always trusted that God had
a plan for his life and his talents. In an interview with Mike Yorkey, Lin says, "I'm not exactly sure how it is all going to turn out, but I
know for a fact that God has called me to be here now in the NBA.” After weeks of sitting at the end of the bench, a teammate’s
injury finally placed Lin on the court. Since then, he has captivated sports fans throughout the world with his tremendous skill and
humble response to all the acclaim. Weighing in on this phenomenon are tennis’s Michael Chang, the first notable AsianAmerican athlete, Lin’s pastor, Stephen Chen, and Pat Williams, senior vice president of the Orlando Magic. Other features
include eight pages of full-color photos and in-depth interviews with Lin himself, as well as an entirely new chapter detailing
Jeremy’s move to the Rockets.
The top Paralympic swimmer in the world, Jessica Long delivers an inspirational photographic memoir. Born in Siberia with fibular
hemimelia, Jessica Long was adopted from a Russian orphanage at thirteen months old and has since become the second most
decorated U.S. Paralympic athlete of all time. Now, Jessica shares all the moments in her life—big and small, heartbreaking and
uplifting—that led to her domination in the Paralympic swimming world. This photographic memoir, filled with photographs,
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sidebars, quotes, and more, will thrill her fans and inspire those who are hearing her story for the first time.
Disciplined Life, Determined Athlete, Devoted Christian Kids will be inspired by the compelling story of David “The Admiral”
Robinson, who went from the Navy to the NBA, becoming MVP center for the San Antonio Spurs. When David Robinson became
MVP center for the San Antonio Spurs, he seemed to have it all—fame, success, wealth, and a wonderful family—but he didn’t feel
complete until he found his faith. This is the true story of one man’s disciplined life, how he excelled in academics and sports, and
who isn’t afraid to share his utter devotion to God.
Tera Bradham was born to prove people wrong. The fastest swimmer her age in the United States by age ten, many believed
“Tera the Terror” was destined for the Olympics. Her fiercely competitive spirit and unmatched intensity knew no limits until Tera
suffered a sudden, devastating shoulder injury that derailed her promising career. Although she trusted in God, she also wrestled
with doubts of his goodness throughout subsequent years of misdiagnoses, chronic pain, and crippling disappointment. Her injury
finally forced her to fully surrender to God. Then her miracle came, or so she thought. Her shoulder was successfully
reconstructed, and after two more years of grueling recovery, Tera found the courage to swim again and pursue her dreams with
renewed faith. Swimming for Freedom tells the story of Tera’s unconventional comeback and shows that through God, all things
are possible. What started as an Olympic dream ended in her true miracle: the freedom of a life in Christ. Tera’s story will inspire
you to rise up, dream again, and fight for his calling on your life.
He conquered the thing that nearly took his life At five years old, Cullen Jones nearly drowned. While some people might stay
away from water after that, Jones conquered his fear when his mother enrolled him in a swimming class. Not only did he learn to
swim, he quickly found that he was a good swimmer... and would become one of the world’s best. Discover how faith, courage,
and hard work led Jones to win an Olympic gold medal and set a new world record in his event. Find out what can happen when
you overcome fear and strive to become all God calls you to be. Includes a personal note from Cullen Jones.
“I floated toward one of the windows as Atlantis sailed high over the coast of Africa, unprepared for the incredible view that was
about to unfold right before my eyes.” Being an astronaut wasn’t enough. Dr. David C. Hilmers has launched into space four
times as part of NASA space shuttle crews. But God had more planned for Dr. Hilmers. The beauty of the Earth from orbit
reminded Hilmers of his first dream to become a doctor. He went to medical school, became a pediatrician, and has since
launched into countless missions and disaster relief trips around the world. Dr. Hilmers’ extraordinary life and work as a
missionary will inspire you to reach even higher than the stars.
In California, a team of talented young men begin pursuing the most elusive dream in sports, the Olympic Games. The pressure
steadily increases as two best friends (a mentor and his protégé) reach the top of the world rankings and unexpectedly find
themselves direct competitors. Their teammates include an emerging star methodically plotting to retrace his father's path to
Olympic glory, as well as a super-extraordinary athlete desperate to walk away from it all. Led by one of the most passionate
coaches in sports, a brilliant and explosive strategist on a personal quest for redemption, this team of dark horses and Olympic
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favorites works through escalating rivalries, joyous triumphs, and heartbreaking setbacks. Author P. H. Mullen chronicles their
journey to the 2000 Olympic Games and presents one of the most powerful and moving sports books ever written. Boldly
sweeping in literary power and pace, this startling book will permanently change how you view the Olympic athlete. It is a
fascinating world of suspense and emotion where human desire for excellence rules over all, and where there are no second
chances for glory. But above all, Gold in the Water is a triumph of the human spirit.
My Story, My Song is the heartwarming memoir of the late 88-year-old Lucimarian Tolliver Roberts, mother of Good Morning
America coanchor Robin Roberts. It details pivotal moments in Mrs. Roberts' life, revealing how faith in God gave her strength and
hope to face the challenges of life. Good Morning America viewers came to know and love Lucimarian Tolliver Roberts. For many,
the heartfelt connection began the day after Hurricane Katrina blew through the Gulf Coast. They eagerly watched as Robin stood
among the remnants of her hometown and talked about her desperate search for her elderly mother, who had ridden out the storm
in her Mississippi home. Once she knew that her mother was safe, Robin admitted she was not surprised to learn that even as the
winds howled and floodwaters rose, Lucimarian Roberts sang hymns. As she was working on her memoir, Lucimarian still was
able to recite the lyrics to hundreds of hymns and spirituals first learned in her childhood church. She credited hymns for helping
her, a black woman born in 1924, live faithfully through the turbulent times of the Great Depression, segregation, the civil rights
struggle, and the loneliness and constant moves that came with being married to a U.S. Air Force officer. Robin writes, "Folks are
drawn to Mom's humility, wisdom, and spirituality. Countless times I've been told, 'Your mother should write a book.' Reflections
from Robin on her mother's life and faith cap each chapter. Now you will be able to gain insights from Lucimarian Roberts'
amazing life. "God has brought the most wonderful and sometimes the most unlikely people, of all ages and races, into my life to
encourage and guide me on this spiritual journey of life," Mrs. Roberts said with bright eyes. Highlights of My Story, My Song
include: Inspiring stories of how a mother's love and character affect generations to come A tribute to the power of hymns and
music to lift the heart out of loneliness and grief Honest childhood stories of poverty and alcoholism and the strength to overcome
Insight into life as an African American during segregation and beyond Examples of the powerful influence of mentors and role
models Encouraging stories of aging with grace Reminders of the impact of integrity, character, and love You will be inspired and
uplifted by this memoir of a woman who faced the best and worst of times with faith, dignity, and grace.
Story of Olympic gymnast and motivational speaker Dominique Dawes. She knew what she wanted—a gold medal in the
Olympics—and she worked to make it happen, winning her first at age 19. With her personal motto, “Determination, dedication, and
desire,” Dominique went on to win two more Olympic gold medals in gymnastics. And today she carries her message to kids and
adults as a motivational speaker with a passionate message—Never give up on your dreams!
“This game means a lot to me, and by the grace of God, I’ll never lose sight of the privilege it is to play it.” —Kirk Cousins Kirk’s
book is a reflection of who he is—not just a football player, but someone who is committed to making those around him better in
every walk of life. —Mike Shanahan, head coach, Washington Redskins In 2011, the NFF selected 16 college football players as
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"National Scholar Athletes", one of the highest honors a college football player can receive … Kirk was one of these distinguished
16, which says everything you need to know about him. —Archie Manning, chairman, National Football Foundation and College
Hall of Fame Kirk Cousins is a lot more than an outstanding quarterback. He walks the talk. Few people I've met can inspire like he
does. —Jon Gruden, ESPN announcer and former head coach, Tampa Bay Buccaneers In a world with far too many bad
examples, Kirk is a bright light of hope, inspiration, and leadership for a new generation. —Bill Huizenga, United States
Congressman, Michigan What’s it really like for a person of strong character to live in the spotlight of pressure and fame? Sit
down with Kirk Cousins, record-setting Michigan State quarterback and 2012 draft pick of the NFL’s Washington Redskins. In
Game Changer, Cousins gives readers an inside look at his life—as experienced under the bright lights ofcollege and professional
football—and how he put his faith and values into action, both on and off the field. Featuring: Personal stories and struggles of a
competitive Christian athlete Truthful discussion of media hype and modern sports culture Reflections on honesty, humility, hard
work, privilege, and responsibility Life principles for winning choices on and off the field
Swimming with FaithThe Missy Franklin Story
When oh-so-neat and organized Norman the pig looks down on his neighbor Sidney, who has trouble managing his messes, God
intervenes and teaches them both a lesson.
"Katie Ledecky: Swimming's Golden Girl" narrates the extraordinary story of the young US swimmer who stunned the world by capturing gold
at the 2012 Olympics. Since the London Games, the popular role model has dominated ladies swimming with her powerful swimming and
winning attitude. A children's biography accompanied by breathtaking illustrations, "Katie Ledecky: Swimming's Golden Girl" offers an indepth look at the swimmer who is expected to reign at the 2016 Rio Olympics. The stirring story of Ledecky's meteoric rise to the top will
captivate and inspire young readers.
Presents a biography of Mamie Johnson, one of three women to play in the professional Negro League, discussing the challenges she faced
as a black woman to make her way into professional baseball.
OUR DEAR YOUNG MEN AND YOUNG WOMEN, we have great confidence in you. You are beloved sons and daughters of God and He is
mindful of you. You have come to earth at a time of great opportunities and also of great challenges. The standards in this booklet will help
you with the important choices you are making now and will yet make in the future. We promise that as you keep the covenants you have
made and these standards, you will be blessed with the companionship of the Holy Ghost, your faith and testimony will grow stronger, and
you will enjoy increasing happiness.
A very simple introduction to the sport of swimming.
The long-awaited, deeply personal story of one of American music's greatest icons, a remarkable tale of the utmost heights of fame and
success, the deepest lows of life's sorrows, and a miraculous return from the brink of death—told as only Randy Travis can. Beloved around
the world, Randy Travis has sold more than 25 million albums in both country and gospel and is considered one of the finest performers of his
generation, admired by superstars across the musical landscape, from Garth Brooks to Mick Jagger. From a working-class background in
North Carolina to a job as a cook and club singer in Nashville to his "overnight success" with his smash 1986 album Storms of Life--which
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launched the neotraditional movement in country music--Randy’s first three decades are a true rags-to-riches story. But in 2009, this
seemingly charmed life began a downward spiral. His marriage dissolved, he discovered that his finances had unraveled, and his struggles
with anger led to alcohol abuse, public embarrassment, and even police arrest in 2012. Then, just as he was putting his life back together,
Randy suffered a devastating viral cardiomyopathy that led to a massive stroke which he was not expected to survive. Yet he not only
survived but also learned to walk again and in 2016 accepted his induction into the Country Music Hall of Fame by singing the hymn that
explains his life today: "Amazing Grace." Filled with never-before-told stories, Forever and Ever, Amen is a riveting tale of unfathomable
success, great joy, deep pain, and redemption that can come only from above.
"US swimmer Michael Phelps was the most decorated Olympic athlete in history before the 2016 Summer Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Winning an additional five golds and a silver in Rio for a total of 28 career medals, Phelps has a list of accomplishments in the pool that may
never be matched. Learn all about Phelps's Olympic victories, how he maintains a world-class swimmer's body, what he does for fun, his
plans for the future, and much more ovided by publisher.
In No Limits, Michael Phelps - perhaps the greatest Olympic competitor the world has ever seen - will show us the secrets to his remarkable
success, from training to execution. Behind his tally of Olympic gold medals - more than any athlete throughout history - lies a consistent
approach to competition, a determination to win, mental preparation, and a straightforward passion for his sport. One of his mottos is
'Performance is Reality', and it typifies his attitude about swimming. No Limits goes behind the scenes to explore the hard work, sacrifice, and
dedication that catapulted Phelps into the international spotlight. Phelps will share remarkable anecdotes about family, his coach, his passion
for the sport, and the wisdom that he has gained from unexpected challenges and obstacles. Highlighting memorable races and valuable
lessons from throughout his career, Phelps offers candid insight into the mind and experiences of a world champion. No Limits will inspire
anyone to follow their passion straight to the finish line.
The Paralympic gold-medalist, world champion swimmer, ESPY winner, and NBC Sports commentator uses her extraordinary story to equip
others to meet whatever challenges they face in life. On January 21, 2008, a routine medical procedure left Mallory Weggemann paralyzed
from her waist down. Less than two years later, Mallory had broken eight world records, and by the 2012 Paralympic Games, she held fifteen
world records and thirty-four American records. Two years later a devastating fall severely damaged her left arm, yet Mallory refused to give
up. After two reconstructive surgeries and extended rehab, she won two golds and a silver at the 2019 World Para Swimming
Championships. And perhaps most significantly, she found confidence, independence, and persevering love as she walked down the aisle on
her wedding day. Mallory's extraordinary resilience and uncompromising commitment to excellence are rooted in her resolve, perseverance,
and sheer grit. In this remarkable new book, Mallory shares the lessons she learned by pushing past every obstacle, expectation, and
limitation that stood in her way, including the need to: redefine limitations; remember that healing is not chronological; be willing to fail; and
embrace your comeback. Mallory's story reminds us that whatever circumstances we face, we have the capacity to face down whatever
challenges, labels, or difficulties confront us--and to do so on our own terms.
Having failed English, eighteen-year-old Steve York must generate a paper to get credit and chooses to write about his years in high school,
during which he experienced his first love and struggled with family relationships.
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Inspiring Story of How Brokenness Leads to Bold Faith Jesus promises peace and trouble for his
followers. But most of us accept the peace and are confused and angry when adversity comes our way. All-American soccer star Mo Isom
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knows the struggle firsthand. While her life seemed like a success, she was battling an eating disorder, the suicide of her father, and a horrific
car accident. It wasn't until God wrecked her life that she discovered the glory of renewal through Jesus Christ and that wreckage can be
sacred rather than scarring. Readers take the journey from broken to bold with her and learn to surrender their lives to the King who was
wrecked on their behalf. Endorsements "Mo reminds us that brokenness is actually the very place God meets us the most, and the place
where we can find Jesus like never before."--Jefferson Bethke, New York Times bestselling author of Jesus > Religion "Every person who
picks up this book will be challenged, entertained, and more connected with God by reading it."--Annie Downs, author of Let's All Be Brave
I learnt that it is faith that decides whether something will happen or not. At the age of eight, Kaká already knew what it he wanted in life: to
play soccer, and only soccer. He started playing in front of his friends and family, but when he suffered a crippling injury doctors told him he
would never play again. Through faith and perseverance Kaká recovered, and today he plays in front of thousands of fans every year. As the
2007 FIFA World Player of the Year and winner of the Ballon d’Or, this midfielder for Real Madrid has become one of the most recognized
faces on the soccer field.
This book is the first complete history of swimming that looks at multiple aspects of the sport, including the top swimmers, major moments,
controversies, developments, innovations, and more. Leading up to the 2020/2021 Olympic Games, it is the most up-to-date resource on
competitive swimming.
A frontline account of how to fight corruption, from Nigeria's former finance minister Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala. In Fighting Corruption Is
Dangerous, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala has written a primer for those working to root out corruption and disrupt vested interests. Drawing on her
experience as Nigeria's finance minister and that of her team, she describes dangers, pitfalls, and successes in fighting corruption. She
provides practical lessons learned and tells how anti-corruption advocates need to equip themselves. Okonjo-Iweala details the numerous
ways in which corruption can divert resources away from development, rewarding the unscrupulous and depriving poor people of services.
Okonjo-Iweala discovered just how dangerous fighting corruption could be when her 83-year-old mother was kidnapped in 2012 by forces
who objected to some of the government's efforts at reforms led by Okonjo-Iweala—in particular a crackdown on fraudulent claims for oil
subsidy payments, a huge drain on the country's finances. The kidnappers' first demand was that Okonjo-Iweala resign from her position on
live television and leave the country. Okonjo-Iweala did not resign, her mother escaped, and the program of economic reforms continued.
“Telling my story is risky,” Okonjo-Iweala writes. “But not telling it is also dangerous.” Her book ultimately leaves us with hope, showing that
victories are possible in the fight against corruption.
Prepare to peek into the mind of a champion, known as the most decorated Olympian of all time with 28 medals, including 23 gold, with this
newly updated edition of Michael Phelps’s autobiography, Beneath the Surface. In this candid memoir, Phelps talks openly about his battle
with attention deficit disorder, the trauma of his parents’ divorce, and the challenges that come with being thrust into the limelight. Readers
worldwide will relive all the heart-stopping glory as Phelps completes his journey from the youngest man to ever set a world swimming record
in 2001, to an Olympic powerhouse in 2008, to surpassing the greatest athlete of ancient Greece, Leonidas of Rhodes, with 13 triumphs in
2016. Athletes and fans alike will be fascinated by insights into Phelps’s training, mental preparation, and behind-the-scenes perspective on
international athletic competitions. A chronicle of Phelps’s evolution from awkward teenager to record-breaking powerhouse, Beneath the
Surface is a must-read for any sports fan.
Talented swimmer Lasha Boyko finds that she needs to balance her sport with other aspects of her life, as well as learn to deal with the
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pressure of training competitively, if she is going to live up to her potential.
Overweight and pretty, high school senior Aden gets caught up in an exciting new friendship that quickly turns into unreturned love--at least
on Aden's side--even while it helps her get closer to her deceased mother's heritage.

What does it take to become a champion? Gold medalist Missy Franklin, along with her parents, D.A. and Dick, tell the
inspirational and heartwarming story of how Missy became both a legendary athlete and a happy and confident woman,
something they accomplished by doing things their own way and making the right choices for their family. The word
relentless has many meanings for swimmer Missy Franklin. In the pool, it reminds her to remain steady and persistent,
unyielding in intensity and strength. In life, it tells her to reach down for her very best, even when it feels like there’s
nothing left. The motto “don’t quit” doesn’t do it for Missy, but relentless gets her where she needs to be. And when
Missy faces a challenge or a setback, her relentless spirit is what empowers her to learn, adapt, and move forward into
the future. In Relentless Spirit, Missy and her parents, D.A. and Dick Franklin, share the story of how Missy became the
athlete she is today, a six-time Olympic medalist, five of them gold. Since her Olympic debut in London’s 2012
games—when Missy was just seventeen—people who have met the Franklins or seen them on TV have wondered what it
was like to raise such a champion. What was the training like? How did Missy handle school? How did the family find the
right facilities, coaches, and support network? The story that Missy, and her parents, share inside is both inspiring and
heartwarming, explaining how she became both a legendary athlete and a happy and confident woman, something they
accomplished by doing things their own way and making the right choices for their family, which includes Missy’s faith
journey, something she writes about with inspirational candor. Including the highs, the tough moments, and everything inbetween, Relentless Spirit tells the story of a woman—and a family—full of love, heart, faith, and resilience.
Missy Franklin is one of the most talented swimmers in the world. She is a four-time Olympic gold medalist and currently
holds the world record in the 200-meter backstroke and American records in both the 100-meter and 200-meter
backstroke. She was Swimming World's World Swimmer of the Year and the American Swimmer of the Year in 2012.
This story tells of her rise in fame and humbleness in the sport.
The perfect gift for baseball fans, now with a new epilogue by author R.A. Dickey, winner of the 2012 Cy Young award.
"An astounding memoir—haunting and touching, courageous and wise."—Jeremy Schaap, bestselling author, Emmy awardwinning journalist, ESPN In 1996, R.A. Dickey was the Texas Rangers’ much-heralded No. 1 draft choice. Then, a
routine physical revealed that his right elbow was missing its ulnar collateral ligament, and his lifelong dream—along with
his $810,000 signing bonus—was ripped away. Yet, despite twice being consigned to baseball’s scrap heap, Dickey
battled back. Sustained by his Christian faith, the love of his wife and children, and a relentless quest for self-awareness,
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Dickey is now the starting pitcher for the Toronoto Blue Jays (he was previously a star pitcher for the New York Mets)
and one of the National League’s premier players, as well as the winner of the 2012 Cy Young award. In Wherever I
Wind Up, Dickey eloquently shares his quintessentially American tale of overcoming extraordinary odds to achieve a
game, a career, and a life unlike any other.
A Moving Story of Redemption and Second Chances Jep Robertson, the youngest son of Duck Commander Phil
Robertson, and his wife, Jessica, open up about their personal trials, their early years together, and the challenges that
might have destroyed them both had the grace of God not intervened. Jep describes being molested as a child and his
reluctance to tell anyone until only a few years ago, his downward spiral into drug and alcohol abuse, and the eventual
intervention of his family. Jessica shares about the difficult failure of her first marriage while still a teenager and the hurt
that came along with it, much of it from the church. Her insecurities spun out of control as she wondered whether she
would ever be good enough or pretty enough. This book is their love story but, more importantly, their love story for God.
“We are desperate to let people know that no matter what you’ve done; no matter what you’ve lived through, you can
come out of it. You can be washed clean. You are redeemed."
Reaching New Heights Snowboarder and Olympic Gold Medalist Kelly Clark had accomplished her life’s goals by the
age of 18. Yet, success didn’t leave her feeling fulfilled. Two years later, at an event in Salt Lake City, Kelly stood at the
bottom of the pipe, listening to one snowboarder console another who had just crashed: “It’s alright. God still loves you.”
These words led Kelly on a new journey from an Olympian snowboarder into an awesome relationship with Jesus. This
story of one of the world’s greatest snowboarders will encourage readers young and old to reach for the next level,
knowing that God will be with them, win or lose.
Michael Phelps, nicknamed the Flying Fish, is the most decorated Olympian of all time with a total of 28 medals. He has
broken several world records in swimming and is now known as the greatest swimmer of all time. Diagnosed with ADHD
at a young age, Phelps has broken the mold by overcoming the stigma surrounding the disorder. Although he retired from
swimming after the 2016 Summer Olympics, Phelps still serves as a role model and a source of inspiration for young
people around the world. This book provides readers with photographs and a timeline that give insight into Phelps's
record-setting career.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE • A searing, post-apocalyptic novel about a father and
son's fight to survive, this "tale of survival and the miracle of goodness only adds to McCarthy's stature as a living master.
It's gripping, frightening and, ultimately, beautiful" (San Francisco Chronicle). A father and his son walk alone through
burned America. Nothing moves in the ravaged landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones,
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and when the snow falls it is gray. The sky is dark. Their destination is the coast, although they don't know what, if
anything, awaits them there. They have nothing; just a pistol to defend themselves against the lawless bands that stalk
the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged food—and each other. The Road is the profoundly moving
story of a journey. It boldly imagines a future in which no hope remains, but in which the father and his son, "each the
other's world entire," are sustained by love. Awesome in the totality of its vision, it is an unflinching meditation on the
worst and the best that we are capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the tenderness that keeps
two people alive in the face of total devastation.
When high school junior Melissa Keiser returns to her hometown of Anna Maria Island, Florida, she has one goal: hide
from the bullies who had convinced her she was the ugliest girl in school. But when she is caught sneaking into a
neighbor's pool at night, everything changes. Something is different now that Melissa is sixteen, and the guys and
popular girls who once made her life miserable have taken notice. When Melissa gets the chance to escape life in a
house ruled by her mom's latest boyfriend, she must choose where her loyalties lie between a long-time crush, a new
friend, and her surfer brother who makes it impossible to forget her roots. Just as Melissa seems to achieve everything
she ever wanted, she loses a loved one to suicide. Melissa must not only grieve for her loss, she must find the truth
about the three boys who loved her and discover that joy sometimes comes from the most unexpected place of all.
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