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An analysis of the American electoral college with its complicated set of procedures,
this book analyzes the significant consequences of the winning of a presidential
election by a candidate with fewer votes than his or her opponent. Effective remedies
for the modification of the electoral college's deficiencies are presented by Abbott and
Levine. They conclude that the only satisfactory solution to the inadequacies of the
current electoral system is the complete elimination of the electoral college, and a
change to direct popular election of the president.
ZJ's friends Ollie, Darry and Daniel help him cope when his father, a beloved
professional football player, suffers severe headaches and memory loss that spell the
end of his career.
This text captures the essence of the futures industry. It dissects many of the industry's
leading lights, exposes the frauds and pokes fun at the seers who believe they can
predict the future. The importance of imagination, independent thinking and discipline to
trading success is explained.
It's time to do more than protest In It’s Time to Fight Dirty, David Faris offers
accessible, actionable strategies for American political reform which doesn't require a
constitutional amendment, and would have a lasting impact on our future. With equal
amounts of playful irreverence and persuasive reasoning, Faris describes how the
Constitution’s deep democratic flaws constantly put progressives at a disadvantage,
and lays out strategies for “fighting dirty” through obstructionism and procedural
warfare: establishing statehood for D.C. and Puerto Rico; breaking California into
several states; creating a larger House of Representatives; passing a new voting rights
act; and expanding the Supreme Court. The Constitution may be the world’s most
difficult document to amend, but David Faris argues that many of America’s democratic
failures can be fixed within its rigid confines—and, at a time when the stakes have never
been higher, he outlines a path for long-term, progressive change in the United States.
Hyperpartisanship is as old as American democracy. But now, acrimony is not confined
to a moment; it's a permanent state of affairs and has seeped into every part of the
political process. Identifying the overriding problems that have led Congress—and the
United States—to the brink of institutional collapse, It's Even Worse Than It Looks
profoundly altered the debate about why America's government has become so
dysfunctional. Through a new preface and afterword, Thomas Mann and Norman
Ornstein bring the story forward, examining the 2012 presidential campaign and
exploring the prospects of a less dysfunctional government. As provocative and
controversial as ever, It's Even Worse Than It Looks will continue to set the terms of
our political debate in the years to come.
The must-read summary of Richard J. Elkus, Jr.'s book: “Winner Take All: How
Competitiveness Shapes the Fate of Nations”. This complete summary of "Winner
Take All" by Richard J. Elkus, Jr., a prominent business expert, presents his argument
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Therefore he highlights how to be competitive and recover the successful thinking this
nation had in the past. Added-value of this summary: • Save time • Understand
competitiveness in terms of American business • Expand your knowledge of American
politics and economics To learn more, read "Winner Take All" and discover how policy
changes and reformed thinking can give America its competitive edge once more.
This paper is one of a series being prepared for the National Research Council's
Committee on International Conflict Resolution. The committee was organized in late
1995 to respond to a growing need for prevention, management, and resolution of
violent conflict in the international arena, a concern about the changing nature and
context of such conflict in the post-Cold War era, and a recent expansion of knowledge
in the field. The committee's main goal is to advance the practice of conflict resolution
by using the methods and critical attitude of science to examine the effectiveness of
various techniques and concepts that have been advanced for preventing, managing,
and resolving international conflicts. The committee's research agenda has been
designed to supplement the work of other groups, particularly the Carnegie Corporation
of New York's Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict, which issued its final report
in December 1997. The committee has identified a number of specific techniques and
concepts of current interest to policy practitioners and has asked leading specialists on
each one to carefully review and analyze available knowledge and to summarize what
is known about the conditions under which each is or is not effective. These papers
present the results of their work.
Alan Krueger, a former chairman of the president's Council of Economic Advisers, uses
the music industry, from superstar artists to music executives, from managers to
promoters, as a way in to explain key principles of economics, and the forces shaping
our economic lives. The music industry is a leading indicator of today's economy; it is
among the first to be disrupted by the latest wave of technology, and examining the ins
and outs of how musicians create and sell new songs and plan concert tours offers
valuable lessons for what is in store for businesses and employees in other industries
that are struggling to adapt. Drawing on interviews with leading band members, music
executives, managers, promoters, and using the latest data on revenues, royalties,
streaming tour dates, and merchandise sales, Rockonomics takes readers backstage to
show how the music industry really works--who makes money and how much, and how
the economics of the music industry has undergone a radical transformation during
recent decades. Before digitalization and the ability to stream music over the Internet,
rock stars made much of their income from record sales. Today, income from selling
songs has plummeted, even for superstars like James Taylor and Taylor Swift. The real
money nowadays is derived from concert sales. In 2017, for example, Billy Joel earned
$27.4 million from his live performances, and less than $2 million from record sales and
streaming. Even Paul McCartney, who has written and recorded more number one
songs than anyone in music history, today, earns 80 percent of his income from live
concerts. Krueger tackles commonly asked questions: How does a song become
popular? And how does a new artist break out in today's winner-take-all economy? How
can musicians and everyday workers earn a living in the digital economy?
An insider's groundbreaking investigation of how the global elite's efforts to "change the
world" preserve the status quo and obscure their role in causing the problems they later
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inner sanctums of a new gilded age, where the rich and powerful fight for equality and
justice any way they can--except ways that threaten the social order and their position
atop it. We see how they rebrand themselves as saviors of the poor; how they lavishly
reward "thought leaders" who redefine "change" in winner-friendly ways; and how they
constantly seek to do more good, but never less harm. We hear the limousine
confessions of a celebrated foundation boss; witness an American president hem and
haw about his plutocratic benefactors; and attend a cruise-ship conference where
entrepreneurs celebrate their own self-interested magnanimity. Giridharadas asks hard
questions: Why, for example, should our gravest problems be solved by the unelected
upper crust instead of the public institutions it erodes by lobbying and dodging taxes?
He also points toward an answer: Rather than rely on scraps from the winners, we must
take on the grueling democratic work of building more robust, egalitarian institutions
and truly changing the world. A call to action for elites and everyday citizens alike.
"American democracy is in precarious health. Books on tyranny and fascism are now
bestsellers. Parents wonder whether their children will still grow up in a democracy. Gallows
political humor about the collapse of the republic creeps into ordinary conversation. No longer
a shining model for the world, American democracy today strikes a more cautionary note. An
anxious pessimism dominates. By every expert judgment, the United States is slipping. In late
2017, the Economist Intelligence Unit downgraded the United States from "full democracy" to
"flawed democracy," giving it the same ranking as Italy. In January 2018, Freedom House
downgraded its rating of American democracy to 86 (out of 100), just above Poland (85) and
Greece (85), but behind Latvia (87) (and down from 94 in 2010). The August 2018 "Bright Line
Watch" survey of 679 political scientists concluded: "Our expert respondents perceive a
consistent, ongoing decline in the overall quality of American democracy from 2015." In the
August/September 2018 "Authoritarian Warning Survey," 747 democracy experts collectively
gave the United States a one in six chance of democratic breakdown in the next four years,
and were nearly unanimous (97.1 percent) in their assessment American democracy had
declined over the last decade. Let me repeat: a one in six chance of democratic breakdown.
That's like rolling a six-sided die, and hoping it doesn't land on Hungary"--
“Wegman combines in-depth historical analysis and insight into contemporary politics to
present a cogent argument that the Electoral College violates America’s ‘core democratic
principles’ and should be done away with..." —Publishers Weekly The framers of the
Constitution battled over it. Lawmakers have tried to amend or abolish it more than 700 times.
To this day, millions of voters, and even members of Congress, misunderstand how it works. It
deepens our national divide and distorts the core democratic principles of political equality and
majority rule. How can we tolerate the Electoral College when every vote does not count the
same, and the candidate who gets the most votes can lose? Twice in the last five elections, the
Electoral College has overridden the popular vote, calling the integrity of the entire system into
question—and creating a false picture of a country divided into bright red and blue blocks when
in fact we are purple from coast to coast. Even when the popular-vote winner becomes
president, tens of millions of Americans—Republicans and Democrats alike—find that their votes
didn't matter. And, with statewide winner-take-all rules, only a handful of battleground states
ultimately decide who will become president. Now, as political passions reach a boiling point at
the dawn of the 2020 race, the message from the American people is clear: The way we vote
for the only official whose job it is to represent all Americans is neither fair nor just. Major
reform is needed—now. Isn't it time to let the people pick the president? In this thoroughly
researched and engaging call to arms, Supreme Court journalist and New York Times editorial
board member Jesse Wegman draws upon the history of the founding era, as well as
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first-century Democratic and Republican presidential campaigns, to make a powerful case for
abolishing the antiquated and antidemocratic Electoral College. In Let the People Pick the
President he shows how we can at long last make every vote in the United States count—and
restore belief in our democratic system.
From New York Times bestselling author and economics columnist Robert Frank, a compelling
book that explains why the rich underestimate the importance of luck in their success, why that
hurts everyone, and what we can do about it How important is luck in economic success? No
question more reliably divides conservatives from liberals. As conservatives correctly observe,
people who amass great fortunes are almost always talented and hardworking. But liberals are
also correct to note that countless others have those same qualities yet never earn much. In
recent years, social scientists have discovered that chance plays a much larger role in
important life outcomes than most people imagine. In Success and Luck, bestselling author
and New York Times economics columnist Robert Frank explores the surprising implications of
those findings to show why the rich underestimate the importance of luck in success—and why
that hurts everyone, even the wealthy. Frank describes how, in a world increasingly dominated
by winner-take-all markets, chance opportunities and trivial initial advantages often translate
into much larger ones—and enormous income differences—over time; how false beliefs about
luck persist, despite compelling evidence against them; and how myths about personal
success and luck shape individual and political choices in harmful ways. But, Frank argues, we
could decrease the inequality driven by sheer luck by adopting simple, unintrusive policies that
would free up trillions of dollars each year—more than enough to fix our crumbling
infrastructure, expand healthcare coverage, fight global warming, and reduce poverty, all
without requiring painful sacrifices from anyone. If this sounds implausible, you'll be surprised
to discover that the solution requires only a few, noncontroversial steps. Compellingly
readable, Success and Luck shows how a more accurate understanding of the role of chance
in life could lead to better, richer, and fairer economies and societies.
We live in the ‘urban century’. Cities all over the world – in both developing and developed
countries – display complex evolutionary patterns. Urban Empires charts the backgrounds,
mechanisms, drivers, and consequences of these radical changes in our contemporary
systems from a global perspective and analyses the dominant position of modern cities in the
‘New Urban World’. This volume views the drastic change cities have undergone
internationally through a broad perspective and considers their emerging roles in our global
network society. Chapters from renowned scholars provide advanced analytical contributions,
scaling applied and theoretical perspectives on the competitive profile of urban agglomerations
in a globalizing world. Together, the volume traces and investigates the economic and political
drivers of network cities in a global context and explores the challenges over governance that
are presented by mega-cities. It also identifies and maps out the new geography of the
emergent ‘urban century’. With contributions from well-known and influential scholars from
around the world, Urban Empires serves as a touchstone for students and researchers keen to
explore the scientific and policy needs of cities as they become our age’s global power
centers.
Like the canaries that alerted miners to a poisonous atmosphere, issues of race point to
underlying problems in society that ultimately affect everyone, not just minorities. Addressing
these issues is essential. Ignoring racial differences--race blindness--has failed. Focusing on
individual achievement has diverted us from tackling pervasive inequalities. Now, in a powerful
and challenging book, Lani Guinier and Gerald Torres propose a radical new way to confront
race in the twenty-first century. Given the complex relationship between race and power in
America, engaging race means engaging standard winner-take-all hierarchies of power as
well. Terming their concept political race, Guinier and Torres call for the building of grass-roots,
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politics and reforming the process of democracy. Their illuminating and moving stories of
political race in action include the coalition of Hispanic and black leaders who devised the
Texas Ten Percent Plan to establish equitable state college admissions criteria, and the
struggle of black workers in North Carolina for fair working conditions that drew on the strength
and won the support of the entire local community. The aim of political race is not merely to
remedy racial injustices, but to create truly participatory democracy, where people of all races
feel empowered to effect changes that will improve conditions for everyone. In a book that is
ultimately not only aspirational but inspirational, Guinier and Torres envision a social justice
movement that could transform the nature of democracy in America.
Once again, it looks like Dani Sloan will get a slice of the action... In the small town of
Normalton, IL, there aren't a lot of opportunities for small business owner Dani Sloan to cater
big-ticket events. But that's about to change—a client named Yvette Joubert is marrying
Franklin Whittaker, the richest guy around, and they want Dani to cater their engagement
party! The swanky event is the perfect opportunity to put Dani on the map for wealthier clients.
But when a storm hits the party after guests arrive, it becomes clear that more than the dinner
is ruined: Yvette is found dead beneath the marquee. Is her death a tragic accident, or a
perfectly orchestrated murder? Then the case gets even juicier—it turns out that Yvette's ex-
husband is Spencer Drake, Dani's almost-boyfriend, and the police start circling. Now Dani
must follow an unending list of clues to save her business, her better half, and catch a criminal.
Let's just hope they get their just desserts!
The must-read summary of Jacob S. Hacker and Paul Pierson's book: "Winner-Take-All
Politics: How Washington Made the Rich Richer - and Turned Its Back on the Middle Class".
This complete summary of "Winner-Take-All Politics" by Jacob S. Hacker and Paul Pierson,
two renowned political scholars, presents their argument that American politics are to blame for
the growing inequality between Americans. In their book, the authors expose several
unexpected causes of this inequality and who is to blame. By reading their research, you can
discover what is really happening in society and what needs to be done to find a solution.
Added-value of this summary: • Save time • Understand income inequality in the US and its
implications • Expand your knowledge of American politics and economics To learn more, read
"Winner-Take-All Politics" and discover how inequality contributed to this economic crisis and
what now needs to be done for a better future.
Discusses the commodity dynamics that the world will face over the next several decades and,
in particular, the implications of China's rush for resources across all regions of the world.
Amy provides readers with all the relevant information needed to analyze and to choose from
various voting system options. He brings together information and analysis about the full range
of voting systems. The book is "one-stop-shopping" for those interested in learning more about
voting systems and how to choose among them.
What is democracy really? What do we mean when we use the term? And can it ever truly
exist? Astra Taylor, hailed as a “New Civil Rights Leader” by the Los Angeles Times, provides
surprising answers. There is no shortage of democracy, at least in name, and yet it is in crisis
everywhere we look. From a cabal of plutocrats in the White House to gerrymandering and
dark-money compaign contributions, it is clear that the principle of government by and for the
people is not living up to its promise. The problems lie deeper than any one election cycle. As
Astra Taylor demonstrates, real democracy—fully inclusive and completely egalitarian—has in
fact never existed. In a tone that is both philosophical and anecdotal, weaving together history,
theory, the stories of individuals, and interviews with such leading thinkers as Cornel West and
Wendy Brown, Taylor invites us to reexamine the term. Is democracy a means or an end, a
process or a set of desired outcomes? What if those outcomes, whatever they may be—peace,
prosperity, equality, liberty, an engaged citizenry—can be achieved by non-democratic means?
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people, what does it mean to rule and who counts as the people? Democracy's inherent
paradoxes often go unnamed and unrecognized. Exploring such questions, Democracy May
Not Exist offers a better understanding of what is possible, what we want, why democracy is so
hard to realize, and why it is worth striving for.
Fixing Elections shows our whole 18th-century Winner Take All political system, including the
way we elect our legislatures. Steven Hill argues our geographic-based, Winner Take All
political system is at the root of many of our worst political problems, including poor minority
and majority representation, low voter turnout, expensive mudslinging campaigns,
congressional gridlock, regional balkanization, and the growing divide between city-dwellers
and middle-America.
Winners Take AllThe Elite Charade of Changing the WorldVintage
A trio of experts on high-tech business strategy and innovation reveal the principles that have
made platform businesses the most valuable firms in the world and the first trillion-dollar
companies. Managers and entrepreneurs in the digital era must learn to live in two worlds—the
conventional economy and the platform economy. Platforms that operate for business
purposes usually exist at the level of an industry or ecosystem, bringing together individuals
and organizations so they can innovate and interact in ways not otherwise possible. Platforms
create economic value far beyond what we see in conventional companies. The Business of
Platforms is an invaluable, in-depth look at platform strategy and digital innovation. Cusumano,
Gawer, and Yoffie address how a small number of companies have come to exert
extraordinary influence over every dimension of our personal, professional, and political lives.
They explain how these new entities differ from the powerful corporations of the past. They
also question whether there are limits to the market dominance and expansion of these digital
juggernauts. Finally, they discuss the role governments should play in rethinking data privacy
laws, antitrust, and other regulations that could reign in abuses from these powerful
businesses. Their goal is to help managers and entrepreneurs build platform businesses that
can stand the test of time and win their share of battles with both digital and conventional
competitors. As experts who have studied and worked with these firms for some thirty years,
this book is the most authoritative and timely investigation yet of the powerful economic and
technological forces that make platform businesses, from Amazon and Apple to Microsoft,
Facebook, and Google—all dominant players in shaping the global economy, the future of work,
and the political world we now face.
Born in Italy, University of Chicago economist Luigi Zingales witnessed firsthand the
consequences of high inflation and unemployment—paired with rampant nepotism and
cronyism—on a country's economy. This experience profoundly shaped his professional
interests, and in 1988 he arrived in the United States, armed with a political passion and the
belief that economists should not merely interpret the world, but should change it for the better.
In A Capitalism for the People, Zingales makes a forceful, philosophical, and at times personal
argument that the roots of American capitalism are dying, and that the result is a drift toward
the more corrupt systems found throughout Europe and much of the rest of the world.
American capitalism, according to Zingales, grew in a unique incubator that provided it with a
distinct flavor of competitiveness, a meritocratic nature that fostered trust in markets and a faith
in mobility. Lately, however, that trust has been eroded by a betrayal of our pro-business elites,
whose lobbying has come to dictate the market rather than be subject to it, and this betrayal
has taken place with the complicity of our intellectual class. Because of this trend, much of the
country is questioning—often with great anger—whether the system that has for so long buoyed
their hopes has now betrayed them once and for all. What we are left with is either anti-market
pitchfork populism or pro-business technocratic insularity. Neither of these options presents a
way to preserve what the author calls “the lighthouse” of American capitalism. Zingales argues
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the good of the people—not for the good of big business. Drawing on the historical record of
American populism at the turn of the twentieth century, Zingales illustrates how our current
circumstances aren't all that different. People in the middle and at the bottom are getting
squeezed, while people at the top are only growing richer. The solutions now, as then, are
reforms to economic policy that level the playing field. Reforms that may be anti-business
(specifically anti-big business), but are squarely pro-market. The question is whether we can
once again muster the courage to confront the powers that be.
There is a growing realization that many of the problems afflicting American elections can be
traced to the electoral system itself, in particular to our winner-take-all approach to electing
officials. Douglas Amy demonstrates that switching to proportional representation elections --
the voting system used in most other Western democracies, by which officials are elected in
large, multimember districts according to the proportion of the vote won by their parties --
would enliven democratic political debate, increase voter choice and voter turnout, ensure fair
representation for third parties and minorities, eliminate wasted votes and "spoliers," and
ultimately produce policies that better reflect the public will. Looking beyond new voting
machines and other quick fixes for our electoral predicament, this new edition of Real
Choices/New Voices offers a timely and imaginative way out of the frustrations of our current
system of choosing leaders.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A stunning “portrait of the enduring grace of friendship” (NPR)
about the families we are born into, and those that we make for ourselves. A masterful
depiction of love in the twenty-first century. A NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • A MAN
BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST • WINNER OF THE KIRKUS PRIZE A Little Life follows four
college classmates—broke, adrift, and buoyed only by their friendship and ambition—as they
move to New York in search of fame and fortune. While their relationships, which are tinged by
addiction, success, and pride, deepen over the decades, the men are held together by their
devotion to the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma.
A hymn to brotherly bonds and a masterful depiction of love in the twenty-first century, Hanya
Yanagihara’s stunning novel is about the families we are born into, and those that we make for
ourselves. Look for Hanya Yanagihara’s new novel, To Paradise, coming in January 2022.
The New York Times bestselling, groundbreaking investigation of how the global elite's efforts
to "change the world" preserve the status quo and obscure their role in causing the problems
they later seek to solve. An essential read for understanding some of the egregious abuses of
power that dominate today’s news. Former New York Times columnist Anand Giridharadas
takes us into the inner sanctums of a new gilded age, where the rich and powerful fight for
equality and justice any way they can--except ways that threaten the social order and their
position atop it. We see how they rebrand themselves as saviors of the poor; how they lavishly
reward "thought leaders" who redefine "change" in winner-friendly ways; and how they
constantly seek to do more good, but never less harm. We hear the limousine confessions of a
celebrated foundation boss; witness an American president hem and haw about his plutocratic
benefactors; and attend a cruise-ship conference where entrepreneurs celebrate their own self-
interested magnanimity. Giridharadas asks hard questions: Why, for example, should our
gravest problems be solved by the unelected upper crust instead of the public institutions it
erodes by lobbying and dodging taxes? He also points toward an answer: Rather than rely on
scraps from the winners, we must take on the grueling democratic work of building more
robust, egalitarian institutions and truly changing the world. A call to action for elites and
everyday citizens alike.
With every presidential election, Americans puzzle over the peculiar mechanism of the
Electoral College. The author of the Pulitzer finalist The Right to Vote explains the enduring
problem of this controversial institution. Every four years, millions of Americans wonder why
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the loser of the popular vote to become president and narrows campaigns to swing states.
Most Americans would prefer a national popular vote, and Congress has attempted on many
occasions to alter or scuttle the Electoral College. Several of these efforts—one as recently as
1970—came very close to winning approval. Yet this controversial system remains. Alexander
Keyssar explains its persistence. After tracing the Electoral College’s tangled origins at the
Constitutional Convention, he explores the efforts from 1800 to 2019 to abolish or significantly
reform it, showing why each has thus far failed. Reasons include the tendency of political
parties to elevate partisan advantage above democratic values, the difficulty of passing
constitutional amendments, and, especially, the impulse to preserve white supremacy in the
South, which led to the region’s prolonged backing of the Electoral College. The most
common explanation—that small states have blocked reform for fear of losing influence—has
only occasionally been true. Keyssar examines why reform of the Electoral College has
received so little attention from Congress for the last forty years, as well as alternatives to
congressional action such as the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact and state efforts to
eliminate winner-take-all. In analyzing the reasons for past failures while showing how close
the nation has come to abolishing the institution, Why Do We Still Have the Electoral College?
offers encouragement to those hoping to produce change in the twenty-first century.
A pair of technology experts describe how humans will have to keep pace with machines in
order to become prosperous in the future and identify strategies and policies for business and
individuals to use to combine digital processing power with human ingenuity.
"Intense and fiercely smart, this volatile love story is both timely and classic." —Maurene Goo,
author of I Believe in a Thing Called Love For Nell Becker, life is a competition she needs to
win. For Jackson Hart, everyone is a pawn in his own game. They both have everything to
lose. Nell wants to succeed at everything—school, sports, life. And victory is sweeter when it
means beating Jackson Hart, the rich, privileged, undisputed king of Cedar Woods Prep
Academy. Yet no matter how hard she tries, Jackson is somehow one step ahead. They’re a
match made in hell, but opposites do attract. Drawn to each other by their rivalry, Nell and
Jackson fall into a whirlwind romance that consumes everything in their lives. But when a
devastating secret exposes their relationship as just another game, how far will Nell go to win?
Visceral and whip-smart, Laurie Devore’s Winner Take All paints an unflinching portrait of
obsessive love, toxic competition, and the drive for perfection. An Imprint Book "Intense and
fiercely smart, this volatile love story is both timely and classic." —Maurene Goo, author of I
Believe in a Thing Called Love "A bold, incisive, timely examination of the high price girls often
have to pay for daring to want it all...Clever, romantic, and absolutely unputdownable."
—Courtney Summers, author of Cracked up to Be and All the Rage "Darker and weightier than
many stories about rivals falling in love, Devore’s second novel draws a blurry line between
honest emotions and calculated moves...a hard-hitting message about the pressures placed on
teens to succeed." —Publishers Weekly “Heartbreakingly real... an unrelenting, incisive look at
one young woman's highly pressurized world." —Kirkus Reviews "A clever plot twist reveals just
how quick we are to judge the behavior of girls more harshly than that of boys...A winning
choice." —School Library Journal
Commodities permeate virtually every aspect of modern daily living, but for all their importance
-- their breadth, their depth, their intricacies, and their central role in daily life -- few people who
are not economists or traders know how commodity markets work. Almost every day,
newspaper headlines and media commentators scream warnings of impending doom --
shortages of arable land, clashes over water, and political conflict as global demand for fossil
fuels outstrips supply. The picture is bleak, but our grasp of the details and the macro shifts in
commodities markets remain blurry. Winner Take All is about the commodity dynamics that the
world will face over the next several decades. In particular, it is about the implications of
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Paul PiersonChina's rush for resources across all regions of the world. The scale of China's resource
campaign for hard commodities (metals and minerals) and soft commodities (timber and food)
is among the largest in history. To be sure, China is not the first country to launch a global
crusade to secure resources. From Britain's transcontinental operations dating back to the end
of the 16th century, to the rise of modern European and American transnational corporations
between the mid 1860's and 1870's, the industrial revolution that powered these economies
created a voracious demand for raw materials and created the need to go far beyond their
native countries. So too is China's resource rush today. Although still in its early stages,
already the breadth of China's operation is awesome, and seemingly unstoppable. China's
global charge for commodities is a story of China's quest to secure its claims on resource
assets, and to guarantee the flow of inputs needed to continue to drive economic development.
Moyo, an expert in global commodities markets, explains the implications of China's resource
grab in a world of diminishing resources.
Argues that disproportionate rewards are distorting society
In the past, government and business were as much partners as rivals, resulting in broad-
based growth and healthy social development. But advocates of anti-government market
fundamentalism are intent on scrapping the instrument of nearly a century of unprecedented
economic and social progress. Hacker and Pierson examine why what's good for American
business elites and what's good for Americans have become misaligned.
'Winners Take All' is about building a product and a company into a winner. Written by Tony
Seba, a high tech entrepreneur and Stanford University lecturer, this book is an easy-to-read
guide to the strategies, tools, templates, and step-by-step implementation frameworks that
recent Silicon Valley winners have used to achieve market leadership. Seba, who teaches
entrepreneurship and strategic marketing looked at recent winners like Google, Symantec,
Netflix, Apple, Craigslist, Salesforce, and compared them to the competition (Yahoo, McAfee,
Sony) in order to learn what differentiated these companies He found 9 really simple rules that
winning companies can follow. To test the 9 Rules's predictive power, the author published two
portfolios. 18 months later the results were compelling: 80% of the '9 Rules' companies beat
the market and the portfolio had a 57% return (details: www.tonyseba.com). Winners Take All
is refreshingly free of buzzwords and consultant-speak.
Why does the top one per cent of the population capture such a disproportionate amount of the
wealth? Why do top athletes win dozens of sponsorship deals, yet competitors who finish just
moments behind struggle to attract a single deal? Why does one product become a runaway
success, while others flounder and fail? The answer is the rise of 'winner-take-all' markets, in
which small differences in performance lead to huge differences in reward. More relevant today
than ever before, this fascinating book shows how in business, as in sport, thousands are
competing for only a handful of top prizes. As Robert Frank and Philip J Cook reveal, this
relentless emphasis on coming out on top has shaped our society and how we define success
in troubling ways, creating growing income inequality and an enormous misallocation of talent,
as more and more gifted people seek the big bucks and limelight of lucrative yet non-essential
careers while vital professions scramble to attract staff. But there are measures we can take to
create a more equitable and more prosperous future, and The Winner-Take-All Society shows
the way.
From New York Times bestselling author and senior economic correspondent at The New York
Times, how to survive—and thrive—in this increasingly challenging economy. Every ambitious
professional is trying to navigate a perilous global economy to do work that is lucrative and
satisfying, but some find success while others struggle to get by. In an era of remarkable
economic change, how should you navigate your career to increase your chances of landing
not only on your feet, but ahead of those around you? In How to Win in a Winner-Take-All
World, Neil Irwin, senior economic correspondent at the New York Times, delivers the
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Paul Piersonessential guide to being successful in today’s economy when the very notion of the “job” is
shifting and the corporate landscape has become dominated by global firms. He shows that
the route to success lies in cultivating the ability to bring multiple specialties together—to
become a “glue person” who can ensure people with radically different technical skills work
together effectively—and how a winding career path makes you better prepared for today's fast-
changing world. Through original data, close analysis, and case studies, Irwin deftly explains
the 21st century economic landscape and its implications for ambitious people seeking a
lifetime of professional success. Using insights from global giants like Microsoft, Walmart, and
Goldman Sachs, and from smaller lesser known organizations like those that make cutting-
edge digital effects in Planet of the Apes movies or Jim Beam bourbon, How to Win in a
Winner-Take-All World illuminates what it really takes to be on top in this world of technological
complexity and global competition.
Analyzes the growing divide between the incomes of the wealthy class and those of middle-
income Americans, exonerating popular suspects to argue that the nation's political system
promotes greed and under-representation.
Ernest Hemingway's first new book of fiction, since the publication of A Farewell to Arms in
1929, contains fourteen stories of varying length. Some of them have appeared in magazines
but the majority have not been published before. The characters and backgrounds are widely
varied. “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” is about an old Spanish Beggar. “Homage to
Switzerland” concerns various conversations at a Swiss railway-station restaurant. “The
Gambler, the Nun, and the Radio” is laid in the accident ward of a hospital in Western United
States, and so on. Ernest Hemingway made his literary start as a short-story writer. He has
always excelled in that medium, and this volume reveals him at his best.
Bartels’s acclaimed examination of how the American political system favors the wealthy—now
fully revised and expanded The first edition of Unequal Democracy was an instant classic,
shattering illusions about American democracy and spurring scholarly and popular interest in
the political causes and consequences of escalating economic inequality. This revised,
updated, and expanded second edition includes two new chapters on the political economy of
the Obama era. One presents the Great Recession as a "stress test" of the American political
system by analyzing the 2008 election and the impact of Barack Obama's "New New Deal" on
the economic fortunes of the rich, middle class, and poor. The other assesses the politics of
inequality in the wake of the Occupy Wall Street movement, the 2012 election, and the partisan
gridlock of Obama’s second term. Larry Bartels offers a sobering account of the barriers to
change posed by partisan ideologies and the political power of the wealthy. He also provides
new analyses of tax policy, partisan differences in economic performance, the struggle to raise
the minimum wage, and inequalities in congressional representation. President Obama
identified inequality as "the defining challenge of our time." Unequal Democracy is the
definitive account of how and why our political system has failed to rise to that challenge. Now
more than ever, this is a book every American needs to read.
"The most important book at the borderland of psychology and politics that I have ever
read."--Martin E. P. Seligman, Zellerbach Family Professor of Psychology at that University of
Pennsylvania and author of Learned Optimism Why are we devastated by a word of criticism
even when it's mixed with lavish praise? Because our brains are wired to focus on the bad.
This negativity effect explains things great and small: why countries blunder into disastrous
wars, why couples divorce, why people flub job interviews, how schools fail students, why
football coaches stupidly punt on fourth down. All day long, the power of bad governs people's
moods, drives marketing campaigns, and dominates news and politics. Eminent social scientist
Roy F. Baumeister stumbled unexpectedly upon this fundamental aspect of human nature. To
find out why financial losses mattered more to people than financial gains, Baumeister looked
for situations in which good events made a bigger impact than bad ones. But his team couldn't
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Paul Piersonfind any. Their research showed that bad is relentlessly stronger than good, and their paper
has become one of the most-cited in the scientific literature. Our brain's negativity bias makes
evolutionary sense because it kept our ancestors alert to fatal dangers, but it distorts our
perspective in today's media environment. The steady barrage of bad news and
crisismongering makes us feel helpless and leaves us needlessly fearful and angry. We ignore
our many blessings, preferring to heed--and vote for--the voices telling us the world is going to
hell. But once we recognize our negativity bias, the rational brain can overcome the power of
bad when it's harmful and employ that power when it's beneficial. In fact, bad breaks and bad
feelings create the most powerful incentives to become smarter and stronger. Properly
understood, bad can be put to perfectly good use. As noted science journalist John Tierney
and Baumeister show in this wide-ranging book, we can adopt proven strategies to avoid the
pitfalls that doom relationships, careers, businesses, and nations. Instead of despairing at
what's wrong in your life and in the world, you can see how much is going right--and how to
make it still better.
An expert on US election law presents an encouraging assessment of current efforts to make
our voting system more accessible, reliable, and effective. In contrast to the anxiety
surrounding our voting system, with stories about voter suppression and manipulation, there
are actually quite a few positive initiatives toward voting rights reform. Professor Joshua A.
Douglas, an expert on our electoral system, examines these encouraging developments in this
inspiring book about how regular Americans are working to take back their democracy, one
community at a time. Told through the narratives of those working on positive voting rights
reforms, Douglas includes chapters on expanding voter eligibility, easing voter registration
rules, making voting more convenient, enhancing accessibility at the polls, providing voters
with more choices, finding ways to comply with voter ID rules, giving redistricting back to the
voters, pushing back on big money through local and state efforts, using journalism to make
the system more accountable, and improving civics education. At the end, the book includes
an appendix that lists organizations all over the country working on these efforts. Unusually
accessible for a lay audience and thoroughly researched, this book gives anyone fed up with
our current political environment the ideas and tools necessary to affect change in their own
communities.
The former special assistant for legislative affairs to President Clinton, president of the
American Constitution Society, and author of the “damn fine” (Elle) Under the Bus shows how
the left can undo the right’s damage and take the country back Despite representing the
beliefs of a minority of the American public on many issues, conservatives are in power not just
in Washington, DC, but also in state capitals and courtrooms across the country. They got
there because, while progressives fought to death over the nuances of policy and to bring
attention to specific issues, conservatives focused on simply gaining power by gaming our
democracy. They understood that policy follows power, not the other way around. Now, in a
sensational new book, Caroline Fredrickson—who has had a front-row seat on the political
drama in DC for decades while working to shape progressive policies as special assistant for
legislative affairs to President Clinton, chief of staff to Senator Maria Cantwell, deputy chief of
staff to Senator Tom Daschle, and president of the American Constitution Society—argues that
it’s time for progressives to focus on winning. She shows us how we can learn from the right
by having the determination to focus on judicial elections, state power, and voter laws without
stooping to their dishonest, rule-breaking tactics. We must be ruthless in thinking through how
work to change the rules of the game to regain power, expand the franchise, end voter
suppression, win judicial elections, and fight for transparency and fairness in our political
system, and Fredrickson shows us how.
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