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Spreadsheet Based Decision
Support Systems
This book presents real-world decision support
systems, i.e., systems that have been running for
some time and as such have been tested in real
environments and complex situations; the cases are
from various application domains and highlight the
best practices in each stage of the system’s life
cycle, from the initial requirements analysis and
design phases to the final stages of the project. Each
chapter provides decision-makers with
recommendations and insights into lessons learned
so that failures can be avoided and successes
repeated. For this reason unsuccessful cases, which
at some point of their life cycle were deemed as
failures for one reason or another, are also included.
All decision support systems are presented in a
constructive, coherent and deductive manner to
enhance the learning effect. It complements the
many works that focus on theoretical aspects or
individual module design and development by
offering ‘good’ and ‘bad’ practices when
developing and using decision support systems.
Combining high-quality research with real-world
implementations, it is of interest to researchers and
professionals in industry alike.
Developing Spreadsheet-based Decision Support
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SystemsUsing Excel and VBA for ExcelDeveloping
Spreadsheet-based Decision Support SystemsUsing
Excel and VBA for ExcelMitchell Beazley
As effective organizational decision making is a
major factor in a company's success, a
comprehensive account of current available research
on the core concepts of the decision support agenda
is in high demand by academicians and
professionals. Through 110 authoritative
contributions by over 160 of the world's leading
experts the Encyclopedia of Decision Making and
Decision Support Technologies presents a critical
mass of research on the most up-to-date research
on human and computer support of managerial
decision making, including discussion on support of
operational, tactical, and strategic decisions, human
vs. computer system support structure, individual
and group decision making, and multi-criteria
decision making.
In recent years, much work has been done in
formulating and clarifying the concept of sustainable
development and related theoretical and research
issues. Now, the challenge has shifted to designing
and stimulating processes of effective planning and
decision-making, at all levels of human activity, in
such a way as to achieve local and global
sustainable development. Information technology
can help a great deal in achieving sustainable
development by providing well-designed and useful
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tools for decision makers. One such tool is the
decision support system, or DSS. This book explores
the area of DSS in the context of sustainable
development. As DSS is a very new technique,
especially in the developing world, this book will
serve as a reference text, primarily for managers,
government officials, and information professionals
in developing countries. It covers the concept of
sustainable development, defines DSS and how it
can be used in the planning and management of
sustainable development, and examines the state of
the art in DSS use. Other interested readers will
include students, teachers, and analysts in
information sciences; DSS designers, developers,
and implementors; and international development
agencies.
A guide to management support system
technologies, and how they can be used for better
decision making. It focuses on Web-enabled tools,
performance analysis, knowledge management, and
other innovations.
Today’s learners master both basic and advanced
skills in Visual Basic for Applications (VBA), the
programming language for Microsoft Office, with this
essential tool. Albright’s VBA FOR MODELERS:
DEVELOPING DECISION SUPPORT SYSTEMS
WITH MICROSOFT OFFICE EXCEL, 5E teaches
how to automate common spreadsheet tasks as well
as create the sophisticated management science
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applications needed in business today. The first half
of the book introduces readers to the fundamentals
of VBA for Excel. The second half of the book puts
knowledge into action as it illustrates how to
automate a number of management science models
using VBA. Students learn to develop clean code
and user-friendly interfaces for inputs and results. A
new section familiarizes readers with PowerPivot
and the new Excel Data Model. Novices as well as
more experienced professionals will find the skills
and background they need to maximize their VBA
skills. Important Notice: Media content referenced
within the product description or the product text may
not be available in the ebook version.
Decision support systems (DSS) are widely touted
for their effectiveness in aiding decision making,
particularly across a wide and diverse range of
industries including healthcare, business, and
engineering applications. The concepts, principles,
and theories of enhanced decision making are
essential points of research as well as the exact
methods, tools, and technologies being implemented
in these industries. From both a standpoint of DSS
interfaces, namely the design and development of
these technologies, along with the implementations,
including experiences and utilization of these tools,
one can get a better sense of how exactly DSS has
changed the face of decision making and
management in multi-industry applications.
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Furthermore, the evaluation of the impact of these
technologies is essential in moving forward in the
future. The Research Anthology on Decision Support
Systems and Decision Management in Healthcare,
Business, and Engineering explores how decision
support systems have been developed and
implemented across diverse industries through
perspectives on the technology, the utilizations of
these tools, and from a decision management
standpoint. The chapters will cover not only the
interfaces, implementations, and functionality of
these tools, but also the overall impacts they have
had on the specific industries mentioned. This book
also evaluates the effectiveness along with benefits
and challenges of using DSS as well as the outlook
for the future. This book is ideal for decision makers,
IT consultants and specialists, software developers,
design professionals, academicians, policymakers,
researchers, professionals, and students interested
in how DSS is being used in different industries.
A decision support system (DSS) is an intelligent
information system that uses data, models it,
processes or analyzes it using problem-specific
methodologies, and assists the user in the decisionmaking process through a graphical user interface
(GUI). Developing Spreadsheet-Based Decision
Support Systems is a comprehensive book that
describes how to build decision support systems
using the Excel spreadsheet framework and the VBA
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programming language. This book illustrates
complete decision support development applications
through several case studies arising in operations
research, industrial engineering, management, and
business administration.
This textbook is a logical continuation of Dr. Tan's first book,
Healt h Management Information Systems. For graduate level
and upper level u ndergraduate courses, it explains the use of
health decision support s ystems throughout the health care
industry, citing examples from hospi tals, managed care
organizations and long term care facilities. This b ook
includes learning objectives, case studies and review
questions. A n Instructor's guide is also available.
It is not easy to summarize -even in a volume -the results of a
scientific study con ducted by circa 30 researchers, in four
different research institutions, though cooperating between
them and jointly with the International Institute for Applied
Systems Analysis, but working part-time, sponsored not only
by IIASA's national currency funds, but also by several other
research grants in Poland. The aims of this cooperative study
were de fined broadly by its title Theory, Software and Testing
Examples for Decision Support Systems. The focusing theme
was the methodology of decision analysis and support related
to the principle of reference point optimization (developed by
the editors of this volume and called also variously: aspirationled decision support, quasi-satisfying framework of rationality,
DIDAS methodology etc. ). This focusing theme motivated
extensive theoretical research - from basic methodological
issues of decision analysis, through various results in
mathematical programming (in the fields of large scale and
stochastic optimization, nondifferentiable optimization,
cooperative game theory) mo tivated and needed because of
this theme, through methodological issues related to software
Page 6/22

Download File PDF Spreadsheet Based Decision
Support Systems
development to issues resulting from testing and applications.
We could not include in this volume all papers -theoretical,
methodological, appiied, software manu als and
documentation -written during this cooperative study.
As more companies shift their operations between countries
to take advantage of lower costs and greater profit, the global
market continues to change rapidly, resulting in global
hypercompetition that can be detrimental to a business. Firms
must remain updated with the latest research as they
navigate cultural differences, communication challenges, and
inconsistent standards in order to thrive. Advanced
Perspectives on Global Industry Transitions and Business
Opportunities is an essential, comprehensive reference book
that explores the current global business environment and the
challenges that have arisen due to contemporary
globalization and the resulting global hypercompetition. With
a broad scope, the book covers the implications of industry
transitions from small and medium-sized companies to
multinational businesses and large enterprises and discusses
opportunities for both born global and born-again global firms.
Featuring topics that deal with innovation, digitalization,
disruptive technologies, and international collaboration, this is
an ideal source for executives, managers, entrepreneurs,
global businesses and businesses looking to transition to the
global market, academicians, researchers, and students.
This publication presents the latest innovations and
achievements of academic communities on Decision Support
Systems (DSS). These advances include theory systems,
computer-aided methods, algorithms, techniques and
applications related to supporting decision making. The aim is
to develop approaches for applying information systems
technology to increase the effectiveness of decision making
in situations where the computer system can support and
enhance human judgements in the performance of tasks that
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have elements which cannot be specified in advance. Also it
is intended to improve ways of synthesizing and applying
relevant work from resource disciplines to practical
implementation of systems that enhance decision support
capability. The resource disciplines include: information
technology, artificial intelligence, cognitive psychology,
decision theory, organizational theory, operations research
and modeling. Researchers come from the Operational
Research area but also from Decision Theory, Multicriteria
Decision Making methodologies, Fuzzy sets and modeling
tools. Based on the introduction of Information and
Communication Technologies in organizations, the decisional
process is evolving from a mono actor to a multi actor
situation in which cooperation is a way to make the decision.
Although interest in Spatial Decision Support Systems
(SDSS) continues to grow rapidly in a wide range of
disciplines, students, planners, managers, and the research
community have lacked a book that covers the fundamentals
of SDSS along with the advanced design concepts required
for building SDSS. Filling this need, Spatial Decision Support
Systems: Principles and Practices provides a comprehensive
examination of the various aspects of SDSS evolution,
components, architecture, and implementation. It integrates
research from a variety of disciplines, including the
geosciences, to supply a complete overview of SDSS
technologies and their application from an interdisciplinary
perspective. This groundbreaking reference provides
thorough coverage of the roots of SDSS. It explains the core
principles of SDSS, how to use them in various decision
making contexts, and how to design and develop them using
readily available enabling technologies and commercial tools.
The book consists of four major parts, each addressing
different topic areas in SDSS: Presents an introduction to
SDSS and the evolution of SDSS Covers the essential and
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optional components of SDSS Focuses on the design and
implementation of SDSS Reviews SDSS applications from
various domains and disciplines—investigating current
challenges and future directions The text includes numerous
detailed case studies, example applications, and methods for
tailoring SDSS to your work environment. It also integrates
sample code segments throughout. Addressing the technical
and organizational challenges that affect the success or
failure of SDSS, the book concludes by considering future
directions of this rapidly emerging field of study.
This concise volume covers nonparametric statistics topics
that most are most likely to be seen and used from a practical
decision support perspective. While many degree programs
require a course in parametric statistics, these methods are
often inadequate for real-world decision making in business
environments. Much of the data collected today by business
executives (for example, customer satisfaction opinions)
requires nonparametric statistics for valid analysis, and this
book provides the reader with a set of tools that can be used
to validly analyze all data, regardless of type. Through
numerous examples and exercises, this book explains why
nonparametric statistics will lead to better decisions and how
they are used to reach a decision, with a wide array of
business applications. Online resources include exercise
data, spreadsheets, and solutions.
This report provides an overview of today s water problems
around the world, develops a picture of the international water
sector structure and explores the challenges to the public and
private sectors. It then describes in detail the impact of private
sector participation in all the continents of the world, provides
the development of the KB-DSS step-by-step and applies the
model to the special cases of a Western European country
(Portugal) and an African archipelago (Cape Verde)."
Over the past two decades, many advances have been made
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in the decision support system (DSS) field. They range from
progress in fundamental concepts, to improved techniques
and methods, to widespread use of commercial software for
DSS development. Still, the depth and breadth of the DSS
field continues to grow, fueled by the need to better support
decision making in a world that is increasingly complex in
terms of volume, diversity, and interconnectedness of the
knowledge on which decisions can be based. This continuing
growth is facilitated by increasing computer power and
decreasing per-unit computing costs. But, it is spearheaded
by the multifaceted efforts of DSS researchers. The collective
work of these researchers runs from the speculative to the
normative to the descriptive. It includes analysis of what the
field needs, designs of means for meeting recognized needs,
and implementations for study. It encompasses theoretical,
empirical, and applied orientations. It is concerned with the
invention of concepts, frameworks, models, and languages
for giving varied, helpful perspectives. It involves the
discovery of principles, methods, and techniques for
expeditious construction of successful DSSs. It aims to create
computer-based tools that facilitate DSS development. It
assesses DSS efficacy by observing systems, their
developers, and their users. This growing body of research
continues to be fleshed out and take shape on a strong, but
still-developing, skeletal foundation.
Management today has become a strategic function in view
of frequently occurring economic cycle changes on a global
scale resulting in loss of millions of customers and jobs. The
recessionary trend also has become a prolonged one which
has necessitated the application of more mind to this
problems. Although some argue that recession is an
opportunity and it should be properly exploited, we cannot
agree with this argument and lead our ears to those people.
Today many organizations face challenges when developing
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a realistic plan or schedule that provides the best possible
balance between customer service and revenue goals.
Optimization technology has long been used to find the best
solutions to complex planning and scheduling problems. A
decision-support environment that enables the flexible
exploration of all the trade-offs and sensitivities needs to
provide the following capabilities: Flexibility to develop and
compare realistic planning and scheduling scenarios Quality
sensitivity analysis and explanations Collaborative planning
and scenario sharing Decision recommendations This IBM®
Redbooks® publication introduces you to the IBM ILOG®
Optimization Decision Manager (ODM) Enterprise. This
decision-support application provides the capabilities you
need to take full advantage of optimization technology.
Applications built with IBM ILOG ODM Enterprise can help
users create, compare, and understand planning or
scheduling scenarios. They can also adjust any of the model
inputs or goals, and fully understanding the binding
constraints, trade-offs, sensitivities, and business options.
This book enables business analysts, architects, and
administrators to design and use their own operational
decision management solution.
Decision support systems have experienced a marked
increase in attention and importance over the past 25 years.
The aim of this book is to survey the decision support system
(DSS) field – covering both developed territory and emergent
frontiers. It will give the reader a clear understanding of
fundamental DSS concepts, methods, technologies, trends,
and issues. It will serve as a basic reference work for DSS
research, practice, and instruction. To achieve these goals,
the book has been designed according to a ten-part structure,
divided in two volumes with chapters authored by well-known,
well-versed scholars and practitioners from the DSS
community.
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This work on strategic decision making focuses on multiobjective decision analysis with spreadsheets
CD-ROM contains: Crystal Ball -- TreePlan -- AnimaLP -Queue -- ExcelWorkbooks.
This second edition of Excel Basics to Blackbelt capitalizes
on the success of the first edition and leverages some of the
advancements in visualization, data analysis, and sharing
capabilities that have emerged over the past five years. As
with the original text, the second edition is intended to serve
as an accelerated guide to decision support designs for
consultants and service professionals. This 'fast track'
enables a ramping up of skills in Excel for those who may
have never used it to reach a level of mastery that will allow
them to integrate Excel with widely available associated
applications, make use of intelligent data visualization and
analysis techniques, automate activity through basic VBA
designs, and develop easy-to-use interfaces for customizing
use. In other words, this book provides users with lessons
and examples on integrative Excel use that are not available
from alternative texts.
In modern, information-centric business environments,
Decision Making Support Systems (DMSS) present a critical
consideration for any organization serious about maintaining
competitive advantage. Advances in information systems,
knowledge management technologies, and other decision
support systems necessitate a critical understanding of the
latest trends and research. Engineering Effective Decision
Support Technologies: New Models and Applications
presents a collection of the latest research in DMSS and
applies those theoretical considerations to best practices in
the field. This reference includes empirical case studies and
an analysis of new models and perspectives in knowledge
management, promoting discussion of DMSS strategies
among managers, researchers, and students of information
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science.
ABSTRACT: A decision support system (DSS) is a modelbased or knowledge-based system intended to support a
managerial decision making user. A spreadsheet-based DSS
uses spreadsheets to organize data and perform some
spreadsheet functions. It uses a basic programming language
to design user interface and implement model algorithms and
calculations. A DSS should also oregistered trademarker the
user some options to resolve his problem for a comparative
analysis which may enhance the decision making process.
This thesis proposes design principles and a development
process for building a spreadsheet-based decision support
system.

This book fills a void for a balanced approach to
spreadsheet-based decision modeling. In addition to
using spreadsheets as a tool to quickly set up and solve
decision models, the authors show how and why the
methods work and combine the user's power to logically
model and analyze diverse decision-making scenarios
with software-based solutions. The book discusses the
fundamental concepts, assumptions and limitations
behind each decision modeling technique, shows how
each decision model works, and illustrates the real-world
usefulness of each technique with many applications
from both profit and nonprofit organizations. The authors
provide an introduction to managerial decision modeling,
linear programming models, modeling applications and
sensitivity analysis, transportation, assignment and
network models, integer, goal, and nonlinear
programming models, project management, decision
theory, queuing models, simulation modeling, forecasting
models and inventory control models. The additional
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material files Chapter 12 Excel files for each chapter
Excel modules for Windows Excel modules for Mac 4th
edition errata can be found at
https://www.degruyter.com/view/product/486941
Issues in Finance, Business, and Economics Research:
2011 Edition is a ScholarlyEditions™ eBook that delivers
timely, authoritative, and comprehensive information
about Finance, Business, and Economics Research. The
editors have built Issues in Finance, Business, and
Economics Research: 2011 Edition on the vast
information databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can
expect the information about Finance, Business, and
Economics Research in this eBook to be deeper than
what you can access anywhere else, as well as
consistently reliable, authoritative, informed, and
relevant. The content of Issues in Finance, Business,
and Economics Research: 2011 Edition has been
produced by the world’s leading scientists, engineers,
analysts, research institutions, and companies. All of the
content is from peer-reviewed sources, and all of it is
written, assembled, and edited by the editors at
ScholarlyEditions™ and available exclusively from us.
You now have a source you can cite with authority,
confidence, and credibility. More information is available
at http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.
Disaster management is a process or strategy that is
implemented when any type of catastrophic event takes
place. The process may be initiated when anything
threatens to disrupt normal operations or puts the lives of
human beings at risk. Governments on all levels as well
as many businesses create some sort of disaster plan
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that make it possible to overcome the catastrophe and
return to normal function as quickly as possible.
Response to natural disasters (e.g., floods, earthquakes)
or technological disaster (e.g., nuclear, chemical) is an
extreme complex process that involves severe time
pressure, various uncertainties, high non-linearity and
many stakeholders. Disaster management often requires
several autonomous agencies to collaboratively mitigate,
prepare, respond, and recover from heterogeneous and
dynamic sets of hazards to society. Almost all disasters
involve high degrees of novelty to deal with most
unexpected various uncertainties and dynamic time
pressures. Existing studies and approaches within
disaster management have mainly been focused on
some specific type of disasters with certain agency
oriented. There is a lack of a general framework to deal
with similarities and synergies among different disasters
by taking their specific features into account. This book
provides with various decisions analysis theories and
support tools in complex systems in general and in
disaster management in particular. The book is also
generated during a long-term preparation of a European
project proposal among most leading experts in the
areas related to the book title. Chapters are evaluated
based on quality and originality in theory and
methodology, application oriented, relevance to the title
of the book.
Annotation The book presents state-of-the-art knowledge
about decision-making support systems (DMSS). Its
main goals are to provide a compendium of quality
chapters on decision-making support systems that help
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diffuse scarce knowledge about effective methods and
strategies for successfully designing, developing,
implementing, and evaluating decision-making support
systems, and to create an awareness among readers
about the relevance of decision-making support systems
in the current complex and dynamic management
environment.
The aim of this book is to document for the first time the
dimensions and requirements of effective integrated
groundwater management (IGM). Groundwater
management is a formidable challenge, one that remains
one of humanity’s foremost priorities. It has become a
largely non-renewable resource that is overexploited in
many parts of the world. In the 21st century, the issue
moves from how to simply obtain the water we need to
how we manage it sustainably for future generations,
future economies, and future ecosystems. The focus
then becomes one of understanding the drivers and
current state of the groundwater resource, and restoring
equilibrium to at-risk aquifers. Many interrelated
dimensions, however, come to bear when trying to
manage groundwater effectively. An integrated approach
to groundwater necessarily involves many factors
beyond the aquifer itself, such as surface water, water
use, water quality, and ecohydrology. Moreover, the
science by itself can only define the fundamental bounds
of what is possible; effective IGM must also engage the
wider community of stakeholders to develop and support
policy and other socioeconomic tools needed to realize
effective IGM. In order to demonstrate IGM, this book
covers theory and principles, embracing: 1) an overview
Page 16/22

Download File PDF Spreadsheet Based Decision
Support Systems
of the dimensions and requirements of groundwater
management from an international perspective; 2) the
scale of groundwater issues internationally and its links
with other sectors, principally energy and climate
change; 3) groundwater governance with regard to
principles, instruments and institutions available for IGM;
4) biophysical constraints and the capacity and role of
hydroecological and hydrogeological science including
water quality concerns; and 5) necessary tools including
models, data infrastructures, decision support systems
and the management of uncertainty. Examples of
effective, and failed, IGM are given. Throughout, the
importance of the socioeconomic context that connects
all effective IGM is emphasized. Taken as a whole, this
work relates the many facets of effective IGM, from the
catchment to global perspective.
Master database creation and management Access
2019 Bible is your, comprehensive reference to the
world's most popular database management tool. With
clear guidance toward everything from the basics to the
advanced, this go-to reference helps you take advantage
of everything Access 2019 has to offer. Whether you're
new to Access or getting started with Access 2019, you'll
find everything you need to know to create the database
solution perfectly tailored to your needs, with expert
guidance every step of the way. The companion website
features all examples and databases used in the book,
plus trial software and a special offer from Database
Creations. Start from the beginning for a complete
tutorial, or dip in and grab what you need when you need
it. Access enables database novices and programmers
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to store, organize, view, analyze, and share data, as well
as build powerful, integrable, custom database solutions
— but databases can be complex, and difficult to
navigate. This book helps you harness the power of the
database with a solid understanding of their purpose,
construction, and application. Understand database
objects and design systems objects Build forms, create
tables, manipulate datasheets, and add data validation
Use Visual Basic automation and XML Data Access
Page design Exchange data with other Office
applications, including Word, Excel, and more From
database fundamentals and terminology to XML and
Web services, this book has everything you need to
maximize Access 2019 and build the database you need.
For MIS specialists and nonspecialists alike, a
comprehensive, readable, understandable guide to the
concepts and applications of decision support systems.
Decision support systems (DSS) have evolved over the
past four decades from theoretical concepts into real
world computerized applications. DSS architecture
contains three key components: knowledge base,
computerized model, and user interface. DSS simulate
cognitive decision-making functions of humans based on
artificial intelligence methodologies (including expert
systems, data mining, machine learning, connectionism,
logistical reasoning, etc.) in order to perform decision
support functions. The applications of DSS cover many
domains, ranging from aviation monitoring, transportation
safety, clinical diagnosis, weather forecast, business
management to internet search strategy. By combining
knowledge bases with inference rules, DSS are able to
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provide suggestions to end users to improve decisions
and outcomes. This book is written as a textbook so that
it can be used in formal courses examining decision
support systems. It may be used by both undergraduate
and graduate students from diverse computer-related
fields. It will also be of value to established professionals
as a text for self-study or for reference.

Decision Support Systems: Frequently Asked
Questions is the authoritative reference guide to
computerized Decision Support Systems. Author
Dan Power has spent almost 30 years building,
studying and teaching others about computerized
Decision Support Systems. Dr. Power is first and
foremost a Decision Support evangelist and
generalist. From his vantage point as editor of
DSSResources.COM, he tracks a broad range of
contemporary DSS topics. In this DSS FAQ, Dr.
Power answers 83 frequently asked questions about
computerized decision support systems. The FAQ
covers a broad range of contemporary topics and the
questions are organized into 8 chapters. DSS FAQ
helps readers understand questions like: What is a
DSS? What kind of DSS does Mr. X need? Does
data modeling differ for a Data-Driven DSS? Is a
Data Warehouse a DSS? Is tax preparation software
an example of a DSS? What do I need to know
about Data Warehousing/OLAP? What is a cost
estimation DSS? What is a Spreadsheet-based
DSS? Decision Support Systems: Frequently Asked
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Questions is a useful resource for IT specialists,
students, professors and managers. It organizes
important Ask Dan! questions (with answers)
published in DSS News from 2000 through 2004.
This series is directed to diverse managerial
professionals who are leading the transformation of
individual domains by using expert information and
domain knowledge to drive decision support systems
(DSSs). The series offers a broad range of subjects
addressed in specific areas such as health care,
business management, banking, agriculture,
environmental improvement, natural resource and
spatial management, aviation administration, and
hybrid applications of information technology aimed
to interdisciplinary issues. This book series is
composed of three volumes: Volume 1 consists of
general concepts and methodology of DSSs; Volume
2 consists of applications of DSSs in the biomedical
domain; Volume 3 consists of hybrid applications of
DSSs in multidisciplinary domains. The book is
shaped decision support strategies in the new
infrastructure that assists the readers in full use of
the creative technology to manipulate input data and
to transform information into useful decisions for
decision makers.
As the most comprehensive reference work dealing
with decision support systems (DSS), this book is
essential for the library of every DSS practitioner,
researcher, and educator. Written by an international
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array of DSS luminaries, it contains more than 70
chapters that approach decision support systems
from a wide variety of perspectives. These range
from classic foundations to cutting-edge thought,
informative to provocative, theoretical to practical,
historical to futuristic, human to technological, and
operational to strategic. The chapters are
conveniently organized into ten major sections that
novices and experts alike will refer to for years to
come.
Excel Basics to Blackbelt is intended to serve as an
accelerated guide to decision support designs. Its
structure is designed to enhance the skills in Excel of
those who have never used it for anything but
possibly storing phone numbers, enabling them to
reach a level of mastery that will allow them to
develop user interfaces and automated applications.
To accomplish this, the major theme of the text is
'the integration of the basic'; as a result readers will
be able to develop decision support tools that are at
once highly intuitive from a working-components
perspective but also highly significant from the
perspective of practical use and distribution.
Applications integration discussed includes the use
of MS MapPoint, XLStat and RISKOptimizer, as well
as how to leverage Excel's iteration mode, web
queries, visual basic code, and interface
development. There are ample examples throughout
the text.
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