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Spartan Reflections
"This is a book that scholars will read with pleasure, and
a book from which advanced undergraduates and
graduates will gain a sense of what Sparta was like as a
culture, and (just as important) the nature and state of
play of contemporary Spartan studies. And it will be
accessible for the well informed lay reader as
well."—Josiah Ober, author of Political Dissent in
Democratic Athens "Paul Cartledge's aim, in this
powerful collection of essays, is to shed light in dark
places, to demythicize... Cartledge is shrewd, realistic,
and far from starry-eyed. Over a quarter-century's
exhaustive research, now updated, has gone into these
densely documented and tightly argued essays. These
Spartans, in the last resort, are exploitative slave-drivers,
obsessed with keeping their serfs down (by annually
killing off any resisters, among other things)... Modern
idealizers of cold baths, black broth, mindless discipline
and long route marches should read this book and,
hopefully, have second thoughts."—Peter Green, author
of Alexander to Actium
Jean Ducat is the leading French authority on classical
Sparta. Here is what is likely to be seen as his magnum
opus. Ducat systematically collects, translates and
evaluates the sources - famous and obscure alike - for
Spartan education. He deploys his familiar combination
of good judgement and uncompromising recognition of
the limits to our knowledge, while drawing at times on
aspects of French structuralism. This book is likely to
become the definitive reference on its subject, while also
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informing and provoking the future work of others. Sparta
was admitted by Greeks generally, even by its Athenian
enemies, to be the School of Hellas. Ducat's work is thus
a major contribution to our understanding of Greek ideas,
and indeed to the history of education.
"A balanced, high-quality analysis of the developing
nature of Athenian political society and its relationship to
'democracy' as a timeless concept."—Mark Munn, author
of The School of History
This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars
and students of the ancient world find reliable sources of
information by directing them to the best available
scholarly materials in whatever form or format they
appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to
online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written
by a leading international authority on the subject, the
ebook provides bibliographic information supported by
direct recommendations about which sources to consult
and editorial commentary to make it clear how the cited
sources are interrelated. A reader will discover, for
instance, the most reliable introductions and overviews
to the topic, and the most important publications on
various areas of scholarly interest within this topic. In
classics, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels
are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information,
and this guide has been created as a tool for cutting
through that material to find the exact source you need.
This ebook is just one of many articles from Oxford
Bibliographies Online: Classics, a continuously updated
and growing online resource designed to provide
authoritative guidance through the scholarship and other
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materials relevant to the study of classics. Oxford
Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines
within the social science and humanities, for more
information visit www.aboutobo.com.
Der vorliegende Band bietet eine kritische Neuausgabe
der unter dem Namen Xenophons (ca. 430 - 355 v. Chr.)
überlieferten staatsphilosophischen Schrift Der Staat der
Spartaner. Der griechische Text ist auf der Basis der
wichtigsten Handschriften neu rekonstruiert worden.
Ergänzt wird er von einer ausführlichen Einleitung, einem
kritischen Kommentar und einer Übersetzung ins
Englische. Die Einleitung diskutiert Fragen der
Authentizität und der Datierung und informiert
umfassend über Quellen und Rezeption, Sprache und
Stil sowie über die Handschriftenlage. Der Kommentar
ist sowohl philologischen wie auch historischen
Problemen gewidmet.
At eighteen Alexander had conquered mainland Greece,
was crowned King of Macedonia at twenty and by twentysix he had made himself master of the once mighty
Persian Empire. By the time of his death, aged only thirtythree, in 323BCE he was ruler of the known world and
was being worshipped as a god by the Greeks, both at
Babylon, where he died, and further west, among the
Greek cities of the Asiatic seaboard. The fruit of a
lifetime's scholarship and meticulous research, this is an
outstanding biography of one of the most remarkable
rulers in history.
For thirty years Benedict Kiernan has been deeply
involved in the study of genocide and crimes against
humanity. He has played a key role in unearthing
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confidential documentation of the atrocities committed by
the Khmer Rouge. His writings have transformed our
understanding not only of twentieth-century Cambodia
but also of the historical phenomenon of genocide. This
new bookandmdash;the first global history of genocide
and extermination from ancient timesandmdash;is
among his most important achievements. Kiernan
examines outbreaks of mass violence from the classical
era to the present, focusing on worldwide colonial
exterminations and twentieth-century case studies
including the Armenian genocide, the Nazi Holocaust,
Stalin's mass murders, and the Cambodian and
Rwandan genocides. He identifies connections, patterns,
and features that in nearly every case gave early
warning of the catastrophe to come: racism or religious
prejudice, territorial expansionism, and cults of antiquity
and agrarianism. The ideologies that have motivated
perpetrators of mass killings in the past persist in our
new century, says Kiernan. He urges that we heed the
rich historical evidence with its telltale signs for predicting
and preventing future genocides.
The two-volume A Companion to Sparta presents the
first comprehensive, multi-authored series of essays to
address all aspects of Spartan history and society from
its origins in the Greek Dark Ages to the late Roman
Empire. Offers a lucid, comprehensive introduction to all
aspects of Sparta, a community recognised by
contemporary cities as the greatest power in classical
Greece Features in-depth coverage of Sparta history and
culture contributed by an international cast including
almost every noted specialist and scholar in the field
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Provides over a dozen images of Spartan art that reveal
the evolution of everyday life in Sparta Sheds new light
on a modern controversy relating to changes in Spartan
society from the Archaic to Classical periods
Both in antiquity and in modern scholarship, classical
Sparta has typically been viewed as an exceptional
society, different in many respects from other Greek citystates. This view has recently come under challenge
from revisionist historians, led by Stephen Hodkinson.
This is the first book devoted explicitly to this lively
historical controversy. Historians from Britain, Europe
and the USA present different sides of the argument,
using a variety of comparative approaches. The focus
includes kingship and hegemonic structures, education
and commensality, religious institutions and practice,
helotage and ethnography. The volume concludes with a
wide-ranging debate between Hodkinson and Mogens
Herman Hansen (Director of the Copenhagen Polis
Centre), on the overall question of whether Sparta was a
normal or an exceptional polis.
This is the fifth volume from the International Sparta
Seminar, in the series founded by Anton Powell and
Stephen Hodkinson. Thomas J. Figueira is here the
editor of sixteen papers; fifteen are new, the other is
newly translated from the French. Among the authors are
most of the world's leading authorities on the history of
Sparta. There are particular concentrations of papers on
Spartan women; the economy of Sparta; helots and
Messenians; Xenophon and Sparta; and the modern
reception of Sparta.
Ten new essays from a distinguished international cast
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treat Sparta's most famous area of activity. The results
are challenging. Among the contributors, Thomas
Figueira explores the paradox that Sparta's cavalry was
an undistinguished institution. Jean Ducat conducts the
most thorough study to date of Sparta's official cowards,
the 'tremblers'. Anton Powell asks why Sparta chose not
to destroy Athens after the Peloponnesian War. And
Stephen Hodkinson argues that the image of Spartan
society as militaristic may after all be a?mirage. This is
the sixth volume from the International Sparta Seminar,
founded by Powell and Hodkinson in 1988. The series
has established itself as the main forum for the study of
Spartan history.
What soldiers do on the battlefield or boxers do in the
ring would be treated as criminal acts if carried out in an
everyday setting. Perpetrators of violence in the classical
world knew this and chose their venues and targets with
care: killing Julius Caesar at a meeting of the Senate
was deliberate. That location asserted Senatorial
superiority over a perceived tyrant, and so proclaimed
the pure republican principles of the assassins. The
contributors to The Topography of Violence in the GrecoRoman World take on a task not yet addressed in
classical scholarship: they examine how topography
shaped the perception and interpretation of violence in
Greek and Roman antiquity. After an introduction
explaining the “spatial turn” in the theoretical study of
violence, “paired” chapters review political
assassination, the battlefield, violence against women
and slaves, and violence at Greek and Roman dinner
parties. No other book either adopts the spatial
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theoretical framework or pairs the examination of
different classes of violence in classical antiquity in this
way. Both undergraduate and graduate students of
classics, history, and political science will benefit from
the collection, as will specialists in those disciplines. The
papers are original and stimulating, and they are
accessible to the educated general reader with some
grounding in classical history.
The Partheneion, or “maiden song,” composed in the
seventh century BCE by the SpartanpoetAlcman, is the
earliest substantial example of a choral lyric. A
provocative reinterpretation of the Partheneion and its
broader context, Alcman and the Cosmos of Sparta
excavates the poem’s invocations of widespread and
long-lived cosmological ideas that cast the universe as
perfectly harmonious and invested its workings with an
ethical dimension. Moving far beyond standard literary
interpretations, Gloria Ferrari uncovers this astral
symbolism by approaching the poem from several angles
to brilliantly reconstruct the web of ancient drama, music,
religion, painting, and material culture in which it is
enmeshed. She shows, for example, that by stringing
together images of horses, stars, and birds, the poem
evokes classical antiquity’s beloved dance of the
constellations. Instrumental in shaping the structure of
the lyric, this dance symbolizes the cosmic order
reflected in the order of the state, which the chorus
would have enacted in a ritual performance of the song.
With broad implications for archaeology, art history, and
ancient science, Ferrari’s bold new analysis dramatically
deepens our understanding of Greek poetry and the rich
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culture of archaic Sparta.
The Mind of the Master Class tells of America's greatest
historical tragedy. It presents the slaveholders as men
and women, a great many of whom were intelligent,
honorable, and pious. It asks how people who were
admirable in so many ways could have presided over a
social system that proved itself an enormity and inflicted
horrors on their slaves. The South had formidable
proslavery intellectuals who participated fully in
transatlantic debates and boldly challenged an
ascendant capitalist ('free-labor') society. Blending
classical and Christian traditions, they forged a moral
and political philosophy designed to sustain conservative
principles in history, political economy, social theory, and
theology, while translating them into political action. Even
those who judge their way of life most harshly have
much to learn from their probing moral and political
reflections on their times - and ours - beginning with the
virtues and failings of their own society and culture.
In this fully revised and updated edition of his
groundbreaking study, Paul Cartledge uncovers the
realities behind the potent myth of Sparta. The book
explores both the city-state of Sparta and the territory of
Lakonia which it unified and exploited. Combining the
more traditional written sources with archaeological and
environmental perspectives, its coverage extends from
the apogee of Mycenaean culture, to Sparta's crucial
defeat at the battle of Mantinea in 362 BC.
In this brilliant examination of one of civilizations greatest
stands, Cartledge illuminates how the confrontation
between a huge army and a small group of defenders in
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480 B.C. changed the way that generations would come
to think about courage, combat, and death.
This set includes the revised edition of Sparta and
Lakonia by Paul Cartledge and the second edition of
Hellenistic and Roman Sparta by Paul Cartledge and
Antony Spawforth at the special price of £32.00.
Plutarch's vivid and engaging portraits of the Spartans
and their customs are a major source of our knowledge
about the rise and fall of this remarkable Greek city-state
between the sixth and third centuries BC. Through his
Lives of Sparta's leaders and his recording of memorable
Spartan Sayings he depicts a people who lived frugally
and mastered their emotions in all aspects of life, who
also disposed of unhealthy babies in a deep chasm,
introduced a gruelling regime of military training for boys,
and treated their serfs brutally. Rich in anecdote and
detail, Plutarch's writing brings to life the personalities
and achievements of Sparta with unparalleled flair and
humanity.
Timothy Doran examines both causes and
consequences of the Spartiate population decline in the
Classical and Hellenistic periods, surveying
representative modern scholarship and offering new
conclusions on this important phenomenon that crucially
affected Greek interstate history.
What was childhood like in ancient Greece? What
activities and games did Greek children embrace? How
were they schooled and what religious and ceremonial
rites of passage were key to their development? These
fascinating questions and many more are answered in
this groundbreaking book--the first English-language
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study to feature and discuss imagery and artifacts
relating to childhood in ancient Greece.Coming of Age in
Ancient Greece shows that the Greeks were the first
culture to represent children and their activities
naturalistically in their art. Here we learn about
depictions of children in myth as well as life, from infancy
to adolescence. This beautifully illustrated book features
such archaeological artifacts as toys and gaming pieces
alongside images of them in use by children on ancient
vases, coins, terracotta figurines, bronze and stone
sculpture, and marble grave monuments. Essays by
eminent scholars in the fields of Greek social history,
literature, archaeology, anthropology, and art history
discuss a wide range of topics, including the burgeoning
role of childhood studies in interdisciplinary studies; the
status of children in Greek culture; the evolution of
attitudes toward children from the Bronze Age to the
Hellenistic period as documented by literature and art;
the relationships of fathers and sons and mothers and
daughters; and the roles of cult practice and death in a
child's existence.This delightful book illuminates what is
most universal and specific about childhood in ancient
Greece and examines childhood's effects on Greek life
and culture, the foundation on which Western civilization
has been based.
Come and take them Book III in the Leonidas Trilogy
Persia has crushed the Ionian revolt and is gathering a
massive army to invade and punish mainland Greece,
but in Sparta the dangers seem closer to home. The
Eurypontid king Demaratus is accused of being a
usurper, while the Agiad king Cleomenes is going
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dangerously mad. More and more Spartans turn to
Leonidas, Cleomenes's half-brother and son-in-law, to
provide leadership. But Leonidas is the younger of twins,
and his brother Brotus has no intention of letting
Leonidas lay claim to the Agiad throne without a fight.
This novel follows Leonidas and Gorgo as they steer
Sparta through the dangerous waters of domestic strife
and external threat, working together as a team to make
Sparta the best it can be. But the forces that will destroy
not only Leonidas but his Sparta are already gathering -not just in Persepolis and Sardis, but in the hubris of a
rising Athens and the bigotry and xenophobia of his
fellow Spartans. The murder of two Persian
ambassadors by an agitated Spartan Assembly sets in
train the inevitable conflict between Sparta and Persia
that will take Leonidas to Thermopylae -- and into
history. This is the third book in a trilogy of biographical
novels about Leonidas and Gorgo. The first book, A Boy
of the Agoge, described Leonidas's childhood in the
Spartan public school. The second, A Peerless Peer,
focused on his years as an ordinary citizen. This third
book describes his rise to power, his reign, and his
death.
In this new edition, Paul Cartledge and Antony Spawforth
have taken account of recent finds and scholarship to
revise and update their authoritative overview of later
Spartan history, and of the social, political, economic and
cultural changes in the Spartan community. This original
and compelling account is especially significant in
challenging the conventional misperception of Spartan
'decline' after the loss of her status as a great power on
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the battlefield in 371 BC. The book's focus on a
frequently overlooked period makes it important not only
for those interested specifically in Sparta, but also for all
those concerned with Hellenistic Greece, and with the
life of Greece and other Greek-speaking provinces under
non-Roman rule.
This is the 7th volume from the International Sparta
Seminar. Chapters by distinguished scholars deal with
the politics of Spartan nudity; the insecurity of Spartan
kings and their involvement with divination; the social
meaning of the prominence of animals in Lakonian vasepainting and in naming; what Lakonian vase-painting
reveals about local consumerism; the ' ghost of the
Lakedaimonian state' and the position of Sparta's
perioikoi; Ephorus' idealising view of Sparta; how
Spartan women policed the behaviour of men; and how
20th-century intellectuals compared Sparta with Nazi
Germany. Anton Powell is the author of Athens and
Sparta (2nd edn., 2001) and of Virgil the Partisan (2008).
He founded and, with Stephen Hodkinson, organises the
International Sparta Seminar. He has conceived and
edited numerous collective volumes in Ancient History.
He is the editor of Wiley-Blackwell's Companion to
Sparta (2011, forthcoming). Powell has recently been
Visiting Professor at L'Ecole Normale Superieure, Paris
and at the University of Bordeaux. Stephen Hodkinson is
an internationally-recognised authority on the history of
Sparta. Author of numerous influential studies in Greek
history, his book Property and Wealth in Classical Sparta
(2000) is the leading work in its field. Stephen Hodkinson
is Professor of Ancient History and Director of the Centre
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for Spartan and Peloponnesian Studies at the University
of Nottingham.
Alcibiades was one of the most dazzling figures of the
Golden Age of Athens. A ward of Pericles and a friend of
Socrates, he was spectacularly rich, bewitchingly
handsome and charismatic, a skilled general, and a
ruthless politician. He was also a serial traitor, infamous
for his dizzying changes of loyalty in the Peloponnesian
War. Nemesis tells the story of this extraordinary life and
the turbulent world that Alcibiades set out to conquer.
David Stuttard recreates ancient Athens at the height of
its glory as he follows Alcibiades from childhood to
political power. Outraged by Alcibiades’ celebrity
lifestyle, his enemies sought every chance to undermine
him. Eventually, facing a capital charge of impiety,
Alcibiades escaped to the enemy, Sparta. There he
traded military intelligence for safety until, suspected of
seducing a Spartan queen, he was forced to flee
again—this time to Greece’s long-term foes, the
Persians. Miraculously, though, he engineered a recall to
Athens as Supreme Commander, but—suffering a
reversal—he took flight to Thrace, where he lived as a
warlord. At last in Anatolia, tracked by his enemies, he
died naked and alone in a hail of arrows. As he follows
Alcibiades’ journeys crisscrossing the Mediterranean
from mainland Greece to Syracuse, Sardis, and
Byzantium, Stuttard weaves together the threads of
Alcibiades’ adventures against a backdrop of cultural
splendor and international chaos. Navigating often
contradictory evidence, Nemesis provides a coherent
and spellbinding account of a life that has gripped
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historians, storytellers, and artists for more than two
thousand years.
Challenges the long-held view that Xenophon is proSpartan, arguing that his stance is, rather, critical and
philosophical.
The Spartan legend has inspired and captivated
subsequent generations with evidence of its legacy
found in both the Roman and British Empires. The
Spartans are our ancestors, every bit as much as the
Athenians. But while Athens promoted democracy,
individualism, culture and society, their great rivals
Sparta embodied militarism, totalitarianism, segregation
and brutal repression. As ruthless as they were selfsacrificing, their devastatingly successful war rituals
made the Spartans the ultimate fighting force, epitomized
by Thermopylae. While slave masters to the Helots for
over three centuries, Spartan women, such as Helen of
Troy, were free to indulge in education, dance and sport.
Interspersed with the personal biographies of leading
figures, and based on 30 years' research, The Spartans
tracks the people from 480 to 360 BC charting Sparta's
progression from the Great Power of the Aegean Greek
world to its ultimate demise.
"Fifty years before its golden age, Athens was just
another city-state in Sparta's shadow. David Stuttard
tells the story of the father and son who lifted Athens.
Miltiades defeated the Persians at Marathon; Cimon
drove them from Greece, revitalized the war-torn city,
and moderated its foreign policy, creating the conditions
for Athenian greatness"-This textbook is endorsed by OCR and supports the
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specification for AS and A-Level Ancient History (first
teaching September 2017). It covers the whole of Component
1, both the compulsory Period Study and the three optional
Depth Studies: Period Study: Relations between Greek states
and between Greek and non-Greek states, 492–404 BC by
Steve Matthews and James Renshaw Depth Study: The
Politics and Society of Sparta, 478–404 BC by Charlie Cottam
Depth Study: The Politics and Culture of Athens c. 460–399
BC by David L. S. Hodgkinson and James Renshaw Depth
Study: The Rise of Macedon, 359–323 BC by Lucy Nicholas
How and why did a small group of city states defy the might of
the Persian Empire? Why did the same city states
subsequently descend into 60 years of conflict among
themselves? Were Sparta and Athens very different? How did
Alexander later redefine the Greek world? These are the sort
of questions that you are required to consider for A-Level
Ancient History. This book investigates how the birth of
democracy and the defeat of Persia allowed a flourish of
political and philosophical thought that subsequently defined
western civilisation. It further explores the contrasts between
Spartan and Athenian culture. The ideal preparation for the
final examinations, all content is presented by experts and
experienced teachers in a clear and accessible narrative.
Ancient literary and visual sources are described and
analysed, with supporting images. Helpful student features
include study questions, further reading, and boxes focusing
in on key people, events and terms. Practice questions and
exam guidance prepare students for assessment. A
Companion Website is available at www.bloomsbury.com/
anc-hist-as-a-level.
Following the release of Ridley Scott's Gladiator in 2000 the
ancient world epic has experienced a revival in studio and
audience interest. Building on existing scholarship on the
Cold War epics of the 1950s-60s, including Ben-Hur,
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Spartacus and The Robe, this original study explores the
current cycle of ancient world epics in cinema within the
social and political climate created by September 11th 2001.
Examining films produced against the backdrop of the War on
Terror and subsequent invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan, this
book assesses the relationship between mainstream cinema
and American society through depictions of the ancient world,
conflict and faith. Davies explores how these films evoke
depictions of the Second World War, the Vietnam War and
the Western in portraying warfare in the ancient world, as well
as discussing the influence of genre hybridisation, narration
and reception theory. He questions the extent to which
ancient world epics utilise allegory, analogy and allusion to
parallel past and present in an industry often dictated by
market forces. Featuring analysis of Alexander, Troy, 300,
Centurion, The Eagle, The Passion of the Christ and more,
this book offers new insight on the continued evolution of the
ancient world epic in cinema.
• Numerous translations by the author of original sources •
Chronology history from the Dorian Invasion (ca. 1000 BC) to
the last king of Sparta (mid-2nd century BC) • Illustrations of
the kings of Sparta, gods, and heroes, as well as diagrams of
battles and family trees • Maps of Laconia, the
Peloponnesus, and Greece • A bibliography containing
ancient and modern sources for Sparta
Xenophon has for long, and understandably, enjoyed a
privileged position as a reliable source on Sparta.
Commander of a grand military expedition of Sparta's
devising, and a dependent of Sparta's influential king
Agesilaos, Xenophon knew Sparta from the inside, and - as
himself an Athenian in exile - was well placed to comment on
Sparta's difference. The simplicity of his Greek style has a
perfume of honesty. And yet... Recent research has with
increasing force called into doubt Xenophon's motives and
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truthfulness - especially as regards Sparta. Analysis of his
Hellenica reveals much evasion and euphemism about
Sparta's failings - complicated by occasional outbursts
against the iniquity of Spartan imperialism. His euphemistic
Constitution of the Lakedaimonians (itself containing such an
outburst), and his near-hagiography of the dead Agesilaos,
have variously evoked trust and suspicion in historians. This
book, by a distinguished team of specialists in Spartan
history, is the first of a short series from CPW, approaching
Spartan reality by way of close analysis of our main
contemporary Greek sources: their access, their biases, the
literary structure and the genre of their works.
For a period of some 200 years, Sparta was acknowledged
throughout the Greek world as the home of the finest soldiers.
Xenophon called them 'the only true craftsmen in matters of
war'. Nic Fields explains the reasons for this superiority, how
their reputation for invincibility was earned (and deliberately
manipulated) and how it was ultimately shattered. The
Spartan Way examines how Spartan society, through its rigid
laws and brutal educational system, was thoroughly
militarized and devoted to producing warriors suited to the
intense demands of hoplite warfare - professional killers
inculcated with the values of unwavering obedience and a
willingness to fight and die for their city. The role of Spartan
women, as mothers and wives, in shaping the warrior ethic is
considered, as are the role of uniform and rigorous training in
enhancing the small-unit cohesion within the phalanx , and
the psychological intimidation of the enemy. The final
chapters chart the course of Sparta's successes through the
period of the Persian and Peloponnesian Wars, through the
Corinthian and Theban wars of the fourth century BC, which
culminated with the shattering military defeats at Leuctra and
2nd Mantinea, and the years of her decline with the Spartans
as a source of mercenaries for the wars of other states.
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Spartan ReflectionsUniv of California Press
From the eighteenth century until 1945, German children
were taught to model themselves on the young of an Ancient
Greek city-state: Sparta. From older children, from teachers in
the classroom, and from higher authority first in Prussia, then
in Imperial and National Socialist Germany, came images of
Sparta designed to inculcate ideals of endurance, discipline
and of military self-sacrifice. Identification with Sparta could
also be used to justify ideas of domination over Germany's
eastern neighbours. Helen Roche is the first to examine this
still sensitive topic systematically and in depth. She collects
and analyses official and published German evocations of
Sparta but also, and remarkably, reconstructs the
experiences of German children taught to be 'little Spartans'
in the Prussian Cadet Corps and National Socialist elite
schools, the Napolas. In treating the final, and gravest, period
of this process, the author has personally collected testimony
from numerous surviving German witnesses who attended
the Napolas as children in the early 1940s. That testimony is
presented here, in a work which is likely to proof definitive,
not only for its treasury of new information, but for its elegant and humane - analysis.
The second edition of Sport and Spectacle in the Ancient
World updates Donald G. Kyle’s award-winning introduction
to this topic, covering the Ancient Near East up to the late
Roman Empire. • Challenges traditional scholarship on sport
and spectacle in the Ancient World and debunks claims that
there were no sports before the ancient Greeks • Explores
the cultural exchange of Greek sport and Roman spectacle
and how each culture responded to the other’s entertainment
• Features a new chapter on sport and spectacle during the
Late Roman Empire, including Christian opposition to pagan
games and the Roman response • Covers topics including
violence, professionalism in sport, class, gender and
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eroticism, and the relationship of spectacle to political
structures
Paul Stephenson twists together multiple strands to relate the
cultural biography of a unique monument, the Serpent
Column, which stands today in Istanbul 2500 years after it
was raised at Delphi

An authoritative and refreshingly original consideration of
the government and culture of ancient Sparta and her
place in Greek history For centuries, ancient Sparta has
been glorified in song, fiction, and popular art. Yet the
true nature of a civilization described as a combination of
democracy and oligarchy by Aristotle, considered an
ideal of liberty in the ages of Machiavelli and Rousseau,
and viewed as a forerunner of the modern totalitarian
state by many twentieth-century scholars has long
remained a mystery. In a bold new approach to historical
study, noted historian Paul Rahe attempts to unravel the
Spartan riddle by deploying the regime-oriented political
science of the ancient Greeks, pioneered by Herodotus,
Thucydides, Plato, Xenophon, and Polybius, in order to
provide a more coherent picture of government, art,
culture, and daily life in Lacedaemon than has previously
appeared in print, and to explore the grand strategy the
Spartans devised before the arrival of the Persians in the
Aegean.
The story of this military powerhouse of ancient Greece,
and its nearly two centuries of battlefield triumphs.
During the eighth century BC, Sparta became one of the
leading cities of ancient Greece, conquering the southern
Peloponnese, and from the mid-sixth century BC until the
mid-fourth, Sparta became a military power of
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recognized importance. For almost two centuries the
massed Spartan army remained unbeaten in the field.
Spartan officers also commanded with great success
armies of mercenaries or coalition allies, as well as fleets
of war galleys. Although it is the stand of the Three
Hundred at Thermopylae that has earned Sparta undying
fame, it was her victories over both Persian invaders and
the armies and navies of Greek rivals that upheld her
position of leadership in Greece. Even a steady decline
in Spartiate numbers, aggravated by a terrible
earthquake in 464 BC, failed to end Spartan dominance.
Only when the Thebans learned how to defeat the
massed Spartan army in pitched battle was Sparta
toppled from her position of primacy. In this volume,
Scott Rusch examines what is known of the history of
Sparta, from the settlement of the city to her defeat at
Theban hands, focusing upon military campaigns and
the strategic circumstances that drove them. Rusch
offers fresh perspectives on important questions of
Spartan history, and illuminates some of antiquity’s most
notable campaigns.
This volume introduces the reader to every important
aspect of the society of Sparta, the dominant power in
southern Greece from the seventh century BC and the
great rival of democratic Athens in the fifth and fourth
centuries. During this period Sparta evolved a unique
social and political system that combined egalitarian
structures, military ideals and brutal oppression, and
permitted male citizens to focus on the practice of war.
The system fascinated scholars at the time and has done
so ever since: its outlines are clear, but because of the
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nature of the evidence almost all detailed aspects of
Spartan social practices and constitutional affairs are
open to debate. Michael Whitby introduces and presents
some of the most outstanding contributions to the history
of Sparta. Together they cover the key aspects of
Spartan history and society: its problematic early history,
social and economic organisation (especially the
different categories of citizens and non-citizens),
international relations and military achievements,
religious practices and culture, the role of women, and
sexual conduct and values. He has chosen them partly
for their clarity and importance, and partly too for the
questions they raise about the problems of studying
Sparta - what evidence to consider, what precautions
need to be observed in considering it, and what sorts of
conclusions it is reasonable to draw. His intention is not
to pretend that definitive answers can be offered to the
main problems of Sparta but to encourage readers to
formulate their own approaches and judgements with
due respect for the limitations of the evidence and
awareness of the benefits of informed speculation.
The image of Sparta, and the Spartans, is one dyed
indelibly into the public consciousness: musclebound
soldiers with long hair and red cloaks, bearing shiny
bronze shields emblazoned with the Greek letter lambda.
'This is Sparta!', bellows Leonidas on the silver screen,
as he decides to lead his 300 warriors to their deaths at
Thermopylae. But what was Sparta? The myths
surrounding Sparta are as old as the city itself. Even in
antiquity, Sparta was a unique society, considered an
enigma. The Spartans who fought for freedom against
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the Persians called themselves 'equals' or peers, but
their equality was reliant on the ruthless exploitation of
the indigenous population known as helots. The
Spartans' often bizarre rules and practices have the
capacity to horrify as much they do to fascinate us today.
Athenian writers were intrigued and appalled in equal
measure by a society where weak or disabled babies
were said to have been examined carefully by state
officials before being dumped off the edge of a cliff. Even
today their lurid stories have shaped our image of
Sparta; a society in which cowards were forced to shave
off half their beards, to dress differently from their peers,
and who were ultimately shunned to the extent that
suicide seemed preferable. Equally appalling to us today
is the brutal krypteia, a Spartan rite of passage where
teenagers were sent into the countryside armed with a
knife and ordered to eliminate the biggest and most
dangerous helots. But the truth behind these stories of
the exotic other can be hard to discover, lost amongst
the legend of Sparta which was even perpetuated by
later Spartans, who ran a thriving tourist industry that
exaggerated the famed brutality of their ancestors. As
Andrew Bayliss explores in this book, there was also
much to admire in ancient Sparta, such as the Spartans'
state-run education system which catered even to girls,
or the fact that Sparta was almost unparalleled in the premodern world in allowing women a clear voice, with no
fewer than forty sayings by Spartan women preserved in
our sources. This book reveals the best and the worst of
the Spartans, separating myth from reality.
Sport and spectacle in the ancient world has become a
Page 22/24

Bookmark File PDF Spartan Reflections
vital area of broad new exploration over the last few
decades. This Handbook brings together the latest
research on Greek and Roman manifestations of these
pastimes to explore current approaches and open
exciting new avenues of inquiry. It discusses historical
perspectives, contest forms, contest-related texts, civic
and social aspects, and use and meaning of the
individual body. Greek and Roman topics are interwoven
to simulate contest-like tensions and complementarities,
juxtaposing, for example, violence in Greek athletics and
Roman gladiatorial events, Greek and Roman chariot
events, architectural frameworks for contests and games
in the two cultures, and contrasting views of religion,
bodily regimens, and judicial classification related to both
cultures. It examines the social contexts of games,
namely the evolution of sport and spectacle across
cultural and political boundaries, and how games are
adapted to multiple contexts and multiple purposes,
reinforcing social hierarchies, performing shared values,
and playing out deep cultural tensions. The volume also
considers other directing forces in the ancient
Mediterranean, such as Bronze Age Egypt and the Near
East, Etruria, and early Christianity. It addresses
important themes common to both antiquity and modern
society, such as issues of class, gender, and health, as
well as the popular culture of the modern Olympics and
gladiators in cinema. With innovative perspectives from
authoratative scholars on a wide range of topics, this
Handbook will appeal to both students and researchers
interested in ancient history, literature, sports, and
games.
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