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As it enters its sixtieth year of independence, India stands on the threshold of superpower status. Yet India is strikingly different from all other
global colossi. While it is the world's most populous democracy and enjoys the benefits of its internationally competitive high-tech and
software industries, India also contends with extremes of poverty, inequality, and political and religious violence. This accessible and vividly
written book presents a new interpretation of India's history, focusing particular attention on the impact of British imperialism on Independent
India. Maria Misra begins with the rebellion against the British in 1857 and tracks the country's advance to the present day. India's extremes
persist, the author argues, because its politics rest upon a peculiar foundation in which traditional ideas of hierarchy, difference, and privilege
coexist to a remarkable degree with modern notions of equality and democracy. The challenge of India's leaders today, as in the last sixty
years, is to weave together the disparate threads of the nation's ancient culture, colonial legacy, and modern experience.
From Alan Bennett's Baffled at a Bookcase, to Lucy Mangan's Library Rules, famous writers tell us all about how libraries are used and why
they're important. Tom Holland writes about libraries in the ancient world, while Seth Godin describes what a library will look like in the future.
Lionel Shriver thinks books are the best investment, Hardeep Singh Kohli makes a confession and Julie Myerson remembers how her career
began beside the shelves. Using memoir, history, polemic and some short stories too, The Library Book celebrates 'that place where they
lend you books for free' and the people who work there. All royalties go to The Reading Agency, to help their work supporting libraries.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER "Nathaniel Philbrick is a masterly storyteller. Here he seeks to elevate the naval battles between the
French and British to a central place in the history of the American Revolution. He succeeds, marvelously."--The New York Times Book
Review The thrilling story of the year that won the Revolutionary War from the New York Times bestselling author of In the Heart of the Sea
and Mayflower. In the concluding volume of his acclaimed American Revolution series, Nathaniel Philbrick tells the thrilling story of the year
that won the Revolutionary War. In the fall of 1780, after five frustrating years of war, George Washington had come to realize that the only
way to defeat the British Empire was with the help of the French navy. But coordinating his army's movements with those of a fleet of
warships based thousands of miles away was next to impossible. And then, on September 5, 1781, the impossible happened. Recognized
today as one of the most important naval engagements in the history of the world, the Battle of the Chesapeake—fought without a single
American ship—made the subsequent victory of the Americans at Yorktown a virtual inevitability. A riveting and wide-ranging story, full of
dramatic, unexpected turns, In the Hurricane's Eye reveals that the fate of the American Revolution depended, in the end, on Washington
and the sea.
The vast Deccan plateau of south-central India stretches from the Arabian Sea to the Bay of Bengal. In the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, the region was home to several major Muslim kingdoms and became a nexus of international trade — most notably in diamonds and
textiles, through which the sultanates attained remarkable wealth. The opulent art of the Deccan courts, invigorated by cultural connections to
the Middle East, Africa, and Europe, developed an otherworldly character distinct from that of the contemporary Mughal north: in painting, a
poetic lyricism and audacious use of color; in the decorative arts, lively creations of inlaid metalware and painted and dyed textiles; and in
architecture, a somber grandeur still visible today in breathtaking monuments throughout the plateau. The first book to fully explore the history
and legacy of these kingdoms, Sultans of Deccan India elucidates the predominant themes in Deccani art—the region’s diverse spiritual
traditions, its exchanges with the outside world, and the powerful styles of expression that evolved under court patronage—with fresh insights
and new scholarship. Alongside the discussion of the art, lively, engaging essays by some of the field’s leading scholars offer perspectives
on the cycles of victory and conquest as dynasties competed with one another, vied with Vijayanagara, a great empire to the south, and
finally succumbed to the Mughals from the north. Featuring some 200 of the finest works from the Deccan sultanates, as well as spectacular
site photographs and informative maps, this magnificently illustrated catalogue provides the most comprehensive examination of this world to
date and constitutes a pioneering resource for specialists and general readers alike.
Rebel, Princess, Suffragette: this is the incredible true story of the life of Princess Sophia Duleep Singh, a forgotten heroine of the early
twentieth century.
A groundbreaking book that pulls back the curtain on the terrorist movement no one is talking about Women's rights activist Laura Bates has
been the target of many misogynistic attacks online: from hate-fueled Twitter rants to vivid descriptions of her own rape and even death
threats. At first, the vitriol seemed to be the work of a small handful of individual men... but over time, the volume and consistency of the
attacks hinted at something bigger and more ominous. As Bates followed the thread of online misogyny farther into the corners of the
internet, the spiral of hateful and toxic rhetoric deepened until she found an unseen, organized movement of thousands of anonymous men
wishing violence (and worse) upon women—the terrorism no one is talking about. Men Who Hate Women examines the rise of secretive
extremist communities who despise women as Bates traces the roots of misogyny across a complex spider web of groups extending from
Men's Rights Activists to trolls and the incel movement. Drawing parallels to other extremist movements around the world, including white
nationalism, Bates shows what attracts men to the movement, how it grooms and radicalizes boys, how it operates, and what can be done to
stop it. Most urgently of all, she follows the pathways this extreme ideology has taken from the darkest corners of the internet to emerge
covertly in our mainstream media, our playgrounds, and our government. Going undercover on and offline, Bates provides the first
comprehensive look at this under-the-radar phenomenon, including eye-opening interviews with former members of these communities, the
academics studying this movement, and the men fighting back. By turns fascinating and horrifying, Men Who Hate Women is a broad,
unflinching account of the deep current of loathing toward women and anti-feminism that underpins our society and is a must-read for
parents, educators, and anyone who believes in equality for women. "Men Who Hate Women has the power to spark social change."—Sunday
Times
In 1839, Maharaja Ranjit Singh Of Punjab, One Of India&Rsquo;S Greatest Rulers, Died And His Empire Was Plunged Into Chaos. Less
Than A Decade Later, Weakened By Internecine Rivalry And Intrigue, Punjab Fell Into The Waiting Hands Of The British. The Ruler Who
Signed Away The Kingdom And Its Treasures, Including The Famed Koh-I-Noor Diamond, Was An Eleven-Year-Old Boy, Duleep Singh, The
Youngest Of Ranjit Singh&Rsquo;S Acknowledged Sons. In This Nuanced And Poignant Novel That Draws Upon True Events, Navtej Sarna
Tells The Unusual Story Of The Last Maharaja Of Punjab. Soon After The British Had Annexed His Kingdom, Duleep Was Separated From
His Mother And His People, Taken Under British Guardianship And Converted To Christianity. At Sixteen, He Was Transported To England
To Live The Life Of A Country Squire&Mdash;An Exile That He Had Been Schooled To Seek Himself. But Disillusionment With The
Treatment Meted Out To Him And A Late Realization Of His Lost Legacy Turned Duleep Into A Rebel. He Became A Sikh Again And Sought
To Return To And Lead His People. The Attempt Was To Drag Him Into The Murky Politics Of Nineteenthcentury Europe, And Leave Him
Depleted And Vulnerable To Every Kind Of Deceit And Ridicule. His End Came In A Cheap Hotel Room In Paris, But Not Before One Last
Act Of Betrayal And Humiliation.
In 1801, at the age of just 20 years old, Ranjit Singh became the Maharaja of the Punjab Empire and subsequently became one of the
greatest figures in the history of India. He was a fiercely brave leader, capturing the city of Lahore before becoming Maharaja and overcoming
a variety of challenges during his 40-year rule, such as harsh terrain, an ethnically and religiously diverse population and strong aggressors
including the British and the Afghans. Despite such challenges, Ranjit Singh was able to unite Punjab's various factions yet rule a nation that
was strictly secular; the Maharaja was benevolent to his subjects no matter their ethnicity or religion and sought to promote interfaith unity
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through policies of equality and non-discrimination. Aside from building his own nation, Ranjit built solid strategic relations with his most
challenging aggressor - the British. Through stamina and political will, he managed to establish a formal treaty between the two and secured
from 1809 Britain's protection against third party attempts to conquer the Punjab. Following Ranjit Singh's death in 1839, the Empire fell into
decline. Just six years later, the Punjabis attacked the British, and in 1845 they were beaten and forced to sign the Treaty of Lahore,
essentially conceding control to the British.Ranjit Singh's personal characteristics and leadership skills were what held the Punjab nation
together in a tumultuous period in history. Mohamed Sheikh's new account of Singh's life illustrates these characteristics and skills and
illuminates the man who singlehandedly created and sustained the Empire.
The enthralling story of an extraordinary princess who became a suffragette and revolutionary, who lived through some of
the most eventful times in British and Indian history
'A wonderful book ... Holmes sublimely illuminates Sylvia's extraordinary life' The Times 'A masterpiece' Vanessa
Redgrave Born into one of Britain's most famous activist families, Sylvia Pankhurst was a natural rebel. A free spirit and
radical visionary, history placed her in the shadow of her famous mother, Emmeline, and elder sister, Christabel. Yet
artist Sylvia Pankhurst was the most revolutionary of them all. Sylvia found her voice fighting for votes for women,
imprisoned and tortured in Holloway prison more than any other suffragette. But the vote was just the beginning of her
lifelong defence of human rights. She engaged with political giants, warned of fascism in Europe, championed the
liberation struggles in Africa and India and became an Ethiopian patriot. Her intimate life was no less controversial. The
rupture between Sylvia, Emmeline and Christabel became worldwide news, while her romantic life drew public
speculation and condemnation. Rachel Holmes interweaves the personal and political in an extraordinary celebration of a
life in resistance, painting a compelling portrait of one of the greatest unsung political figures of the twentieth century. 'A
monument to an astonishing life' Daily Telegraph, Best Biographies of 2020 'A robust and sensitive biography' Sunday
Times, History Books of the Year 'A moving, powerful biography' Guardian
A captivating study of the ancient Indian movement that has influenced and intrigued the world for more than a
millennium.
A masterful history of Ireland’s Easter Rising told through the lives of ordinary people who forged a revolutionary
generation. On Easter Monday, 1916, Irish rebels poured into Dublin’s streets to proclaim an independent republic.
Ireland’s long struggle for self-government had suddenly become a radical and bloody fight for independence from Great
Britain. Irish nationalists mounted a week-long insurrection, occupying public buildings and creating mayhem before the
British army regained control. The Easter Rising provided the spark for the Irish revolution, a turning point in the violent
history of Irish independence. In this highly original history, acclaimed scholar R. F. Foster explores the human dimension
of this pivotal event. He focuses on the ordinary men and women, Yeats’s “vivid faces,” who rose “from counter or desk
among grey / Eighteenth-century houses” and took to the streets. A generation made, not born, they rejected the
inherited ways of the Church, their bourgeois families, and British rule. They found inspiration in the ideals of socialism
and feminism, in new approaches to love, art, and belief. Drawing on fresh sources, including personal letters and
diaries, Foster summons his characters to life. We meet Rosamond Jacob, who escaped provincial Waterford for bustling
Dublin. On a jaunt through the city she might visit a modern art gallery, buy cigarettes, or read a radical feminist
newspaper. She could practice the Irish language, attend a lecture on Freud, or flirt with a man who would later be
executed for his radical activity. These became the roots of a rich life of activism in Irish and women’s causes. Vivid
Faces shows how Rosamond and her peers were galvanized to action by a vertiginous sense of transformation: as one
confided to his diary, “I am changing and things around me change.” Politics had fused with the intimacies of love and
belief, making the Rising an event not only of the streets but also of the hearts and minds of a generation.
'A wonderful, inspiring story told with scholarship, passion and wit' – Miriam Margolyes 'A must-read' – Independent on
Sunday With an introduction by Dr Helen Pankhurst. An illuminating and riveting exploration of the women's movement in
Britain, and the extraordinary women behind it. From the passing of the Marriage and Divorce Act in 1857 to all women
attaining the vote in 1928, the struggle for suffrage in the United Kingdom was to be fought using the weapons of
intellect, searing rhetoric, and violence in the streets. Ordinary women rose up to defy the roles prescribed by their
society to become heroes in the battle for equality. Using anecdotes and accounts by both famous and hitherto lesser-
known suffragettes and suffragists, March, Women, March explores how the voices of women came to be heard
throughout the land in the pursuit of equal voting rights for all women. Lucinda Hawksley brings the main protagonists of
the women's movement to life, sharing diary extracts and letters that show the true voices of these women, while their
portrayals in literature and art – as well as the media reports of the day – show just how much of an impact these
trailblazers made. 'An accessible and engaging guide to the original women's movement' – Daily Telegraph
In this delightful portrait of a unique character, the quixotic Duleep Singh, a deposed Punjabi maharajah, converted to
Christianity and moved to England, where he became a favorite of Queen Victoria. But, his extravagance and the
parsimony of the India Office eventually led him to declare a holy war to recover his homeland from the British Empire.
The account is based on the archives at Windsor and the India Office Library.
Martha Vicinus's subject is the middle-class English woman, the first of her sex who could afford to live on her own
earnings 'outside heterosexual domesticity or church governance.' She wanted and needed to work. Meticulous,
resonant, original, triumphant, Independent Women tells of the efforts and endurance of this Victorian woman; of her
courage and the constraints that she rejected, accepted, and created. . . . The independent women are the 'foremothers'
of any women today who seeks significant work, emotionally satisfying friendships, and a morally charged
freedom."—from the Foreword by Catharine R. Stimpson "Feminist insight combines with vast research to produce a
dramatic narrative. Independent Women chronicles the energetic lives and imaginative communal structures invented by
women who 'pioneered new occupations, new living conditions, and new public roles.'"—Lee R. Edwards, Ms. "Vicinus is
to be congratulated for her brave and unflinching portraits of twisted spinsters as well as stolid saints. That she stretches
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her net up into the '20s and covers the women's suffrage momement is a brilliant stroke, for one may see clearly how it
was possible for women to mount such an enormous and successful political campaign."—Jane Marcus, Chicago Tribune
Book World "Vicinus' beautifully written book abounds in rich historical detail and in subtle psychological insights in the
character of its protagonists. The author understands the complexities of the interplay between economic and social
conditions, cultural values, and the aims and aspirations of individual personalities who act in history. . . . A superb
achievement."—Gerda Lerner, Reviews in American History "Martha Vicinus has with intelligence and energy paved and
landscaped the road on which scholars and students of activist women all travel for many years."—Blanche Wiesen Cook,
Women's Review of Books "Independent Women can be read by anyone with an interest in women's history. But for all
contemporary women, unconsciously enjoying privileges and freedoms once bought so dearly, this book should be
required reading."—Catharine E. Boyd, History
How a group of Iranian students sought love and learning in Jane Austen's London In July 1815, six Iranian students
arrived in London under the escort of their chaperone, Captain Joseph D'Arcy. Their mission was to master the modern
sciences behind the rapid rise of Europe. Over the next four years, they lived both the low life and high life of Regency
London, from being down and out after their abandonment by D’Arcy to charming their way into society and landing on
the gossip pages. The Love of Strangers tells the story of their search for love and learning in Jane Austen’s England.
Drawing on the Persian diary of the student Mirza Salih and the letters of his companions, Nile Green vividly describes
how these adaptable Muslim migrants learned to enjoy the opera and take the waters at Bath. But there was more than
frivolity to their student years in London. Burdened with acquiring the technology to defend Iran against Russia, they
talked their way into the observatories, hospitals, and steam-powered factories that placed England at the forefront of the
scientific revolution. All the while, Salih dreamed of becoming the first Muslim to study at Oxford. The Love of Strangers
chronicles the frustration and fellowship of six young men abroad to open a unique window onto the transformative
encounter between an Evangelical England and an Islamic Iran at the dawn of the modern age. This is that rarest of
books about the Middle East and the West: a story of friendships.
In this dazzling historical novel, bestselling author Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni presents the unforgettable true story of Jindan, who
rose from daughter of the royal kennel keeper to become the last reigning queen of India's Sikh Empire. Sharp-eyed, stubborn,
and passionate, Jindan was known for her beauty. When she caught the eye of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, she was elevated to
royalty, becoming his youngest and last queen--and his favorite. And when her son, barely six years old, unexpected rose to the
throne, Jindan assumed the regency, transforming herself into a warrior ruler, determined to protect her people and her son's
heritage from the encroaching British Empire. Defying tradition, she stepped out of the zenana, cast aside the veil and conducted
state business in public. Addressing her Khalsa troops herself, she inspired her men in two wars against the 'firangs'. Her power
and influence were so formidable that the British, fearing an uprising, robbed the rebel queen of everything she had, including her
son. She was imprisoned and exiled. But that did not crush her indomitable will. An exquisite love story of a king and a commoner,
a cautionary tale about loyalty and betrayal, and a powerful parable of the indestructible bond between mother and child, Chitra
Banerjee Divakaruni's novel brings alive one of the most fearless women of the nineteenth century, one whose story cries out to
be told, an inspiration for our times.
Seventy years on, the Partition of India fades from memory. Can it be restored?
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 10 BEST BOOKS • THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW • 2011 NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • The New Yorker • Chicago Tribune • The Economist • Nancy Pearl,
NPR • Bloomberg.com • Library Journal • Publishers Weekly In this brilliant narrative, Amanda Foreman tells the fascinating story
of the American Civil War—and the major role played by Britain and its citizens in that epic struggle. Between 1861 and 1865,
thousands of British citizens volunteered for service on both sides of the Civil War. From the first cannon blasts on Fort Sumter to
Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, they served as officers and infantrymen, sailors and nurses, blockade runners and spies. Through
personal letters, diaries, and journals, Foreman introduces characters both humble and grand, while crafting a panoramic yet
intimate view of the war on the front lines, in the prison camps, and in the great cities of both the Union and the Confederacy. In
the drawing rooms of London and the offices of Washington, on muddy fields and aboard packed ships, Foreman reveals the
decisions made, the beliefs held and contested, and the personal triumphs and sacrifices that ultimately led to the reunification of
America. “Engrossing . . . a sprawling drama.”—The Washington Post “Eye-opening . . . immensely ambitious and immensely
accomplished.”—The New Yorker WINNER OF THE FLETCHER PRATT AWARD FOR CIVIL WAR HISTORY
My Story: Princess Sophia Duleep Singh - the thrilling story of the princess and suffragette. Born in Britain to Indian and Egyptian
parents, Princess Sophia Duleep Singh was a prominent suffragette and campaigned for the women's right to vote. Explore
Sophia's incredible life with My Story. Perfect for any child wanting to learn more about history's untold stories Great background
reading for Key Stage 2 & 3 My Story: exciting stories with reliable and accurate historical detail Experience history first-handwith
My Story.
WINNER OF THE 2017 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD IN NONFICTION FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE
AWARDS WINNER OF THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY'S HELEN BERNSTEIN BOOK AWARD NAMED A BEST BOOK OF
2017 BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW, LOS ANGELES TIMES, WASHINGTON POST, BOSTON GLOBE, SEATTLE
TIMES, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, NEWSWEEK, PASTE, and POP SUGAR The essential journalist and bestselling
biographer of Vladimir Putin reveals how, in the space of a generation, Russia surrendered to a more virulent and invincible new
strain of autocracy. Award-winning journalist Masha Gessen's understanding of the events and forces that have wracked Russia in
recent times is unparalleled. In The Future Is History, Gessen follows the lives of four people born at what promised to be the
dawn of democracy. Each of them came of age with unprecedented expectations, some as the children and grandchildren of the
very architects of the new Russia, each with newfound aspirations of their own--as entrepreneurs, activists, thinkers, and writers,
sexual and social beings. Gessen charts their paths against the machinations of the regime that would crush them all, and against
the war it waged on understanding itself, which ensured the unobstructed reemergence of the old Soviet order in the form of
today's terrifying and seemingly unstoppable mafia state. Powerful and urgent, The Future Is History is a cautionary tale for our
time and for all time.
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The story of the suffrage movement and the ongoing struggle for women’s rights through the lens of one family’s history. Through
the lens of one family’s history, An Unfinished Revolution tells the story of the suffrage movement and the ongoing struggle for
women’s rights in the United States. The book opens with ten-year-old Marguerite Kearns listening to her grandfather Wilmer’s
stories about how he met her grandmother Edna, a ninth-generation Quaker and ardent suffrage campaigner, and how he fell in
love with her. Wilmer, who became a male suffrage activist himself, also shares the story of the “Spirit of 1776” suffrage campaign
wagon that Edna and others used while organizing in New York State in 1913. After sitting for years in a Kearns family garage, the
wagon is currently housed in the permanent collection of the New York State Museum as a prime artifact in the national suffrage
movement. As Marguerite grows older, she draws on a wide variety of sources—from family stories and photographs to archives
and scholarly histories—to piece together the real-life narrative of her family. Profoundly changed in the process, she becomes an
activist herself, and when she marches in a present-day women’s march, she carries a photo of her grandparents participating in
a 1914 women’s march in New York. With the women’s suffrage movement as the backdrop, this memoir and family history
illuminates how activism passes from one generation to another—and how a horse-drawn suffrage campaign wagon became a
symbol of freedom and equality. Marguerite Kearns grew up in the Philadelphia area learning about her family history. A former
journalist and teacher, her award-winning writing has contributed to a support base for her storytelling. She lives in Northern New
Mexico.
The dramatic true story of a celebrated young survivor of a 1919 British massacre in India, and his ferocious twenty-year campaign
of revenge that made him a hero to hundreds of millions—and spawned a classic legend. When Sir Michael O’Dwyer, the
Lieutenant Governor of Punjab, ordered Brigadier General Reginald Dyer to Amritsar, he wanted Dyer to bring the troublesome
city to heel. Sir Michael had become increasingly alarmed at the effect Gandhi was having on his province, as well as recent
demonstrations, strikes, and shows of Hindu-Muslim unity. All these things, to Sir Michael, were a precursor to a second Indian
revolt. What happened next shocked the world. An unauthorized gathering in the Jallianwallah Bagh in Amritsar in April 1919
became the focal point for Sir Michael’s law enforcers. Dyer marched his soldiers into the walled garden, blocking the only exit.
Then, without issuing any order to disperse, he instructed his men to open fire, turning their guns on the thickest parts of the
crowd, filled with over a thousand unarmed men, women, and children. For ten minutes, the soldiers continued firing, stopping only
when they ran out of ammunition. According to legend, eighteen-year-old Sikh orphan Udham Singh was injured in the attack, and
remained surrounded by the dead and dying until he was able to move the next morning. Then, he supposedly picked up a handful
of blood-soaked earth, smeared it across his forehead, and vowed to kill the men responsible. The truth, as the author has
discovered, is more complex—but no less dramatic. Award-winning journalist Anita Anand traced Singh’s journey through Africa,
the United States, and across Europe until, in March 1940, he finally arrived in front of O’Dwyer himself in a London hall ready to
shoot him down. The Patient Assassin shines a devastating light on one of history’s most horrific events, but it reads like a taut
thriller and reveals the incredible but true story behind a legend that still endures today.
From the internationally acclaimed and bestselling historians William Dalrymple and Anita Anand, the first comprehensive and
authoritative history of the Koh-i-Noor diamond, arguably the most celebrated jewel in the world. On March 29, 1849, the ten-year-
old leader of the Sikh kingdom of the Punjab was ushered into the magnificent Mirrored Hall at the center of the British fort in
Lahore, India. There, in a formal Act of Submission, the frightened but dignified child handed over to the British East India
Company swathes of the richest land in India and the single most valuable object in the subcontinent: the celebrated Koh-i-Noor
diamond, otherwise known as the Mountain of Light. To celebrate the acquisition, the British East India Company commissioned a
history of the diamond woven together from the gossip of the Delhi Bazaars. From that moment forward, the Koh-i-Noor became
the most famous and mythological diamond in history, with thousands of people coming to see it at the 1851 Great Exhibition and
still more thousands repeating the largely fictitious account of its passage through history. Using original eyewitness accounts and
chronicles never before translated into English, Dalrymple and Anand trace the true history of the diamond and disperse the myths
and fantastic tales that have long surrounded this awe-inspiring jewel. The resulting history of south and central Asia tells a true
tale of greed, conquest, murder, torture, colonialism, and appropriation that shaped a continent and the Koh-i-Noor itself.
Even the conquering British had to tread cautiously around this one-eyed, all-seeing lion-hearted king of Punjab. Strong
and outstanding brave, Ranjit Singh defied death at every turn. Only ten years old when he first led a victorious army, he
went to become Maharaja, in 1801, of all Punjab and then lands beyond.
In 1839, Maharaja Ranjit Singh of Punjab died and his empire was plunged into chaos. Less than a decade later,
weakened by internecine rivalry, Punjab fell into the hands of the British. The ruler who signed away the kingdom and its
treasures, including the famed Koh-i-noor diamond, was the eleven-year-old Duleep Singh, the youngest of Ranjit
Singh’s acknowledged sons. In this nuanced and poignant novel, Navtej Sarna tells the unusual story of the last
Maharaja of Punjab. Soon after the British annexed his kingdom, Duleep was separated from his mother and his people,
taken under British guardianship and converted to Christianity. At sixteen, he was transported to England to live the life of
a country squire—an exile that he had been schooled to seek himself. But disillusionment with the treatment meted out to
him and a late realization of his lost legacy turned Duleep into a rebel. He became a Sikh again and sought to return to
and lead his people. The attempt would drag him into the murky politics of nineteenth-century Europe, leaving him
depleted and vulnerable to every kind of deceit and ridicule. His end came in a cheap hotel room in Paris, but not before
one last act of betrayal and humiliation.
Unrestrained by convention, lion-hearted and free, Eleanor Marx (1855-98) was an exceptional woman. Hers was the first
English translation of Flaubert's Mme Bovary. She pioneered the theatre of Henrik Ibsen. She was the first woman to
lead the British dock workers' and gas workers' trades unions. For years she worked tirelessly for her father, Karl Marx,
as personal secretary and researcher. Later she edited many of his key political works, and laid the foundations for his
biography. But foremost among her achievements was her pioneering feminism. For her, sexual equality was a
necessary precondition for a just society. Drawing strength from her family and their wide circle, including Friedrich
Engels and Wilhelm Liebknecht, Eleanor Marx set out into the world to make a difference – her favourite motto: 'Go
ahead!' With her closest friends - among them, Olive Schreiner, Havelock Ellis, George Bernard Shaw, Will Thorne and
William Morris - she was at the epicentre of British socialism. She was also the only Marx to claim her Jewishness. But
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her life contained a deep sadness: she loved a faithless and dishonest man, the academic, actor and would-be playwright
Edward Aveling. Yet despite the unhappiness he brought her, Eleanor Marx never wavered in her political life,
ceaselessly campaigning and organising until her untimely end, which – with its letters, legacies, secrets and hidden
paternity – reads in part like a novel by Wilkie Collins, and in part like the modern tragedy it was. Rachel Holmes has
gone back to original sources to tell the story of the woman who did more than any other to transform British politics in
the nineteenth century, who was unafraid to live her contradictions.
John Bright was one of the greatest British statesmen of the nineteenth century. In a series of Punch cartoons in 1878,
Bright featured alongside Disraeli and Gladstone as among the most influential politicians of the age. However, his
profound contribution to British politics and society has been virtually forgotten in the modern world. Bright played a
critical role in many of the most important political movements of the Victorian era, from the repeal of the Corn Laws to
Home Rule. In his great campaign leading up to the Reform Act 1867, he fought for parliamentary reform on behalf of the
working class and for the abolition of newspaper taxes. Internationally renowned as an orator, he was a dedicated
opponent of slavery and champion of the North in the American Civil War. His testimonial for Abraham Lincoln's re-
election was found in the President's pocket on his assassination. He was vigorously opposed to the Crimean War and
campaigned against the oppression of the Irish tenantry and colonial subjects throughout the Empire. Fiercely
independent, he eventually split from the Liberal Party over Home Rule, becoming a Liberal Unionist. In this new
biography, the first for over 30 years, Bill Cash provides an incisive and engaging portrait of a man who influenced the
politics of his generation more than virtually any other, with important implications for the present day.
SophiaPrincess, Suffragette, RevolutionaryBloomsbury Publishing
Shortlisted for the Slightly Foxed Best First Biography Prize Winner of the Eastern Eye Alchemy Festival award for
Literature In 1876 Sophia Duleep Singh was born into royalty. Her father, Maharajah Duleep Singh, was heir to the
Kingdom of the Sikhs, a realm that stretched from the lush Kashmir Valley to the craggy foothills of the Khyber Pass and
included the mighty cities of Lahore and Peshawar. It was a territory irresistible to the British, who plundered everything,
including the fabled Koh-I-Noor diamond. Exiled to England, the dispossessed Maharajah transformed his estate at
Elveden in Suffolk into a Moghul palace, its grounds stocked with leopards, monkeys and exotic birds. Sophia, god-
daughter of Queen Victoria, was raised a genteel aristocratic Englishwoman: presented at court, afforded grace-and-
favour lodgings at Hampton Court Palace and photographed wearing the latest fashions for the society pages. But when,
in secret defiance of the British government, she travelled to India, she returned a revolutionary. Sophia transcended her
heritage to devote herself to battling injustice and inequality,a far cry from the life to which she was born. Her causes
were the struggle for Indian independence, the fate of the Lascars, the welfare of Indian soldiers in the First World War –
and, above all, the fight for female suffrage. She was bold and fearless, attacking politicians, putting herself in the front
line and swapping her silks for a nurse's uniform to tend wounded soldiers evacuated from the battlefields. Meticulously
researched and passionately written, this enthralling story of the rise of women and the fall of empire introduces an
extraordinary individual and her part in the defining moments of recent British and Indian history.
Follows the princess who, at the age of thirty-one, secretly went to India and returned as a revolutionary to fight for Indian
Independence, the welfare of Indian soldiers in World War I, and, above all, women's suffrage.
‘The most life-affirming book ever written about death.’ Sandi Toksvig ‘One of the most powerful and helpful books
about grief that you will ever read.’ Anita Anand ‘Grief is more than the price of love. It is love. We must learn not just to
live with it, but to make it welcome.’
Following the success of India's beauty queens, and the burgeoning cosmetics industry, this book looks at how beauty impacts
middle-class city women. It examines how a new, more global image of beauty is being created and promoted by the industry and
the media, and whether this is demeaning, exploiting or even objecting.
Bestselling author and historian Lucy Worsley tracks a new course through Queen Victoria's life, examining how she transformed
from dancing princess to the Widow of Windsor and became one of Britain's greatest monarchs along the way. Taking twenty-four
significant days from Victoria's life, from her birth, her wedding, her coronation to her husband's death, and many more in between,
allows us to see Victoria up close and personal, examining how she lived hour to hour. Published to coincide with the 200th
anniversary of Queen Victoria's birth, this major new biography will celebrate Queen Victoria as a woman of her time, who lived an
extraordinary life.
A global history of the post-Revolutionary War exodus of 60,000 Americans loyal to the British Empire to such regions as Canada,
India and Sierra Leone traces the experiences of specific individuals while challenging popular conceptions about the founding of
the United States. Reprint.
During the spring and summer of 1918, with World War I still undecided, British, French and American agents in Russia developed
a breathtakingly audacious plan. Led by Robert Hamilton Bruce Lockhart, a dashing, cynical, urbane 30-year-old Scot, they
conspired to overthrow Lenin's newly established Bolshevik regime, and to install one that would continue the war against
Germany on the Eastern Front. Lockhart's confidante and chief support, with whom he engaged in a passionate love affair, was
the mysterious, alluring Moura von Benkendorff, wife of a former aide-de-camp to the Tsar. The plotters' chief opponent was 'Iron
Felix' Dzerzhinsky. He led the Cheka, 'Sword and Shield' of the Russian Revolution and forerunner of the KGB. Dzerzhinsky loved
humanity - in the abstract. He believed socialism represented humanity's best hope. To preserve and protect it he would unleash
unbounded terror. Revolutionary Russia provided the setting for the ensuing contest. In the back streets of Petrograd and Moscow,
in rough gypsy cabarets, in glittering nightclubs, in cells beneath the Cheka's Lubianka prison, the protagonists engaged in a
deadly game of wits for the highest possible stakes - not merely life and death, but the outcome of a world war and the nature of
Russia's post-war regime. Confident of success, the conspirators set the date for an uprising, September 8, 1918, but the Cheka
had penetrated their organization and pounced just beforehand. The Lockhart Plot was a turning point in world history, except it
failed to turn. At a time when Russian meddling in British and American politics now sounds warning bells, however, we may
sense its reverberations and realize that it is still relevant.
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Popular depictions of campaigns for women’s suffrage in films and literature have invariably focused on Western suffrage
movements. The fact that Indian women built up a vibrant suffrage movement in the twentieth century has been largely neglected.
The Indian ‘suffragettes’ were not only actively involved in campaigns within the Indian subcontinent, they also travelled to Britain,
America, Europe, and elsewhere, taking part in transnational discourses on feminism, democracy, and suffrage. Indian
Suffragettes focuses on the different geographical spaces in which Indian women were operating. Covering the period from the
1910s until 1950, it shows how Indian women campaigning for suffrage positioned themselves within an imperial system and
invoked various identities, whether regional, national, imperial, or international, in the context of debates about the vote.
Significantly, this volume analyses how the global connections that were forged influenced social and political change in the Indian
subcontinent, highlighting Indian mobility at a time when they were colonial subjects.
This riveting tale of the Kohinoor, the worldÕs most coveted gem, unearths fascinating new information as it moves from the
Mughal court to Persia to Afghanistan; from Maharaja Ranjit Singh's durbar in Punjab to the Queen of England's Crown. A thrilling
tale, full of violence, drama and intrigue.
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