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Sociolinguistic Patterns William Labov
This collection brings together several perspectives on language varieties defined according to their contexts of use--what are
variously called registers, sublanguages, or genres. The volume highlights the importance of these central linguistic phenomena; it
includes empirical analyses and linguistic descriptions, as well as explanations for existing patterns of variation and proposals for
theoretical frameworks. The book treats languages in obsolescence and in their youth; it examines registers from languages from
around the globe; and it offers several of the most complete studies of registers and register variation published to date, adopting
both synchronic and diachronic perspectives.
Discovering Sociolinguistics introduces readers to the field of Sociolinguistics and hands them the tools to start their own
sociolinguistic research project. The first two parts of the book present this broad field and the second two parts lay out the
practicalities and steps needed to do actual sociolinguistic investigations. The book is introductory in nature and covers the
common core of topics and theories in the field. It give much attention to cultural variation and examples from across the world.
Written by the world-renowned pioneer in the field of modern sociolinguistics, this volume examines the cognitive and cultural
factors responsible for linguistic change, tracing the life history of these developments, from triggering events to driving forces and
endpoints. Explores the major insights obtained by combining sociolinguistics with the results of dialect geography on a large scale
Examines the cognitive and cultural influences responsible for linguistic change Demonstrates under what conditions dialects
diverge from one another Establishes an essential distinction between transmission within the community and diffusion across
communities Completes Labov?s seminal Principles of Linguistic Change trilogy
This Handbook answers a long-standing need for an up-to-date, comprehensive, international, in-depth critical survey of the
history, trajectory, data, results and key figures involved in sociolinguistics. The result is a work of unprecedented coverage and
insight. It is all here, from the foundational contributions to the field to the impact of new media, new technologies of
communication, globalization, trans-border fluidities and agendas of research.
Linguistic styles particularly variations in pronunciation, carry a wide range of meaning - from speakers' socio-economic class to
their mood or stance in the moment. This book examines the development of the study of sociolinguistic variation, from early
demographic studies to a focus on the construction of social meaning in stylistic practice. It traces the development of the 'Third
Wave' approach to sociolinguistic variation, uncovering the stylistic practices that underlie broad societal patterns of change.
Eckert charts the development of her thinking and of the emergence of a theoretical community around the 'Third Wave' approach
to social meaning. Featuring brand new material alongside earlier seminal work, it provides a coherent account of the social
meaning of linguistic variation.
An important new study of the social meaning of sociolinguistic variation.
This study of the South African variety of English is an exercise in the sociology of language conducted mainly within the
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conceptual framework and methodology created by William Labov. It accepts that social process and social structure are reflected
in patterns of covariation involving linguistic and social variables, and in attitudes to different varieties of speech within the
community. This premise is pursued here in its historical implications: linguistuic evidence in present-day speech patterns of earlier
states of the society and of the social, political and cultural changes that have brought about the present state. The second main
focus in this volume is directed at the concept of standard variety, that is the social attributes and functions of a formal speech
pattern for which the status of standard might be claimed.
Investigates when and how preschool children acquire the vernacular norms of the community they come from.
Sociolinguistic Variation brings together a group of leading scholars in the field of language variation and change to address the directions
that sociolinguistic research is taking in the new millennium. Among the main themes of the volume are the construction of identity, the nature
of "place" as distinct from "community", and the role of attitudes in language variation. These themes are explored through a variety of types
of data, from traditional sources such as narratives, to relatively new sources, such as postings on the Internet or television documentaries.
Combining the voices of established scholars in the field with the perspectives of promising younger scholars this volume provides crucial
guidance for anyone interested in doing research on sociolinguistic variation. Contributors include Guy Bailey, Penelope Eckert, Barbara
Johnstone, William Labov, Ronald Macaulay, Lesley Milroy, Dennis Preston, John Rickford, Gillian Sankoff, Natalie Schilling-Estes, Jan
Tillery, and Walt Wolfram.
This book challenges the predominance of mainstream sociolinguistic theories by focusing on lesser known sociolinguistic systems, from
regions of Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, South America, the European Mediterranean, and Slavic regions as well as specific speech
communities such as those speaking Nivkh, Jamaican Creole, North Saami, and Central Yup’ik. In nineteen chapters, the specialist authors
look at key sociolinguistic aspects of each region or speech community, such as gender, politeness strategies, speech patterns and the
effects of social hierarchy on language, concentrating on the differences from mainstream models. The volume, introduced by Miriam
Meyerhoff, has been written by the leading expert of each specific region or community and includes contributions by Rajend Mesthrie, Marc
Greenberg and Daming Xu. This publication draws together connections across regions/communities and considers how mainstream
sociolinguistics is incomplete or lacking. It reveals how lesser-known cultures can play an important role in the building of theory in
sociolinguistics. Globalising Sociolinguistics is essential reading for any researcher in sociolinguistics and language variation and will be a key
reference for advanced sociolinguistics courses.
Explores the role of linguistics in promoting justice and equality with regard to ethnic minorities, legal matters and civil rights.
Written by the world-renowned pioneer in the field of modern sociolinguistics, this volume examines the cognitive and cultural factors
responsible for linguistic change, tracing the life history of these developments, from triggering events to driving forces and endpoints.
Explores the major insights obtained by combining sociolinguistics with the results of dialect geography on a large scale Examines the
cognitive and cultural influences responsible for linguistic change Demonstrates under what conditions dialects diverge from one another
Establishes an essential distinction between transmission within the community and diffusion across communities Completes Labov’s
seminal Principles of Linguistic Change trilogy
This second edition of Miriam Meyerhoff’s highly successful textbook is supported by the Routledge Sociolinguistics Reader and online
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resources common to both books. It provides a solid, up-to-date appreciation of the interdisciplinary nature of the field covering foundation
issues, recent advances and current debates. It presents familiar or classic data in new ways, and supplements the familiar with fresh
examples from a wide range of languages and social settings. It clearly explains the patterns and systems that underlie language variation in
use, as well as the ways in which alternations between different language varieties index personal style, social power and national identity.
New features of the second edition: a wider range of approaches to politeness theory incorporating an international range of research
expanded sections on multi-lingualism and code-switching, social class, dialect contact and tracking change over time linkage to the new
Routledge Sociolinguistics Reader which can be used alongside this textbook, allowing students to supplement and build on material covered
in the textbook. a shared website serving both Reader and Textbook which includes web- and video-links, interactive exercises and an
expanded online glossary at: www.routledge.com/textbooks/meyerhoff a refreshed text design to assist navigation through textbook and
reader. Each chapter includes exercises that enable readers to engage critically with the text, break-out boxes making connections between
sociolinguistics and linguistic or social theory, and brief, lively add-ons guaranteed to make the book a memorable and enjoyable read. With a
full glossary of terms and suggestions for further reading, this text gives students all the tools they need for an excellent command of
sociolinguistics.
In today’s culturally diverse classrooms, students possess and use many culturally, ethnically, and regionally diverse English language
varieties that may differ from standardized English. This book helps classroom teachers become attuned to these differences and offers
practical strategies to support student achievement while fostering positive language attitudes in classrooms and beyond. The text contrasts
standardized varieties of English with Southern, Appalachian, and African American English varieties, focusing on issues that are of everyday
concern to those who are assessing the linguistic competence of students. Featuring a narrative style with teaching strategies and discussion
questions, this practical resource: Provides a clear, introductory explanation of what is meant by non-standard English, from both linguistic
and educational viewpoints. Emphasizes what educators needs to know about language variation in and outside of the classroom. Addresses
the social factors accompanying English language variation and how those factors interact in real classrooms. “A landmark book. . . . It
guides linguists and educators as we all work to apply our knowledge on behalf of those for whom it matters most: students.” —From the
Afterword by Walt Wolfram, North Carolina State University “In the ongoing debate about language we typically hear arguments about what
students say and/or how they say it. Finally, a volume that takes on the ‘elephant in the parlor’—WHO is saying it. By laying bare the
complicated issues of race, culture, region, and ethnicity, Charity Hudley and Mallinson provide a scholarly significant and practically relevant
text for scholars and practitioners alike. This is bound to be an important contribution to the literature.” —Gloria Ladson-Billings, University of
Wisconsin–Madison “An invaluable guide for teachers, graduate students, and all lovers of language. The authors provide a comprehensive
and fascinating account of Southern and African American English, showing how it differs from standardized English, how those differences
affect children in the classroom, and how teachers can use these insights to better serve their students.” —Deborah Tannen, University
Professor and professor of linguistics, Georgetown University
This book considers how far social factors explain why human societies produce different kinds of language at different times and places and
why some languages and dialects get simpler while others get more complex. It does so in the context of a wide range of languages and
societies.
Sociolinguistic PatternsUniversity of Pennsylvania Press
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This volume presents the long-anticipated results of several decades of inquiry into the social origins and social motivation of linguistic
change. Written by one of the founders of modern sociolinguistics Features the first complete report on the Philadelphia project designed to
establish the social location of the leaders of linguistic change Includes chapters on social class, neighborhood, ethnicity, gender, and social
networks that delineate the leaders of linguistic change as women of the upper working class with a high density of interaction within their
neighborhoods and a high proportion of weak ties outside of it
With the recent controversy in the Oakland, California school district about Ebonics—or as it is referred to in sociolinguistic circles, African
American Vernacular English or Black English Vernacular—much attention has been paid to the patterns of speech prevalent among African
Americans in the inner city. In January 1997, at the height of the Ebonics debate, author and prominent sociolinguist William Labov testified
before a Senate subcommittee that for most inner city African American children, the relation of sound to spelling is different, and more
complicated than for speakers of other dialects. He suggested that it was time to apply this knowledge to the teaching of reading. The
testimony harkened back to research contained in his groundbreaking book Language in the Inner City, originally published in 1972. In it,
Labov probed the question "Does 'Black English' exist?" and emerged with an answer that was well ahead of his time, and that remains
essential to our contemporary understanding of the subject. Language in the Inner City firmly establishes African American Vernacular
English not simply as slang but as a well-formed set of rules of pronunciation and grammar capable of conveying complex logic and
reasoning. Studying not only the normal processes of communication in the inner city but such art forms as the ritual insult and ritualized
narrative, Labov confirms the Black vernacular as a separate and independent dialect of English. His analysis goes on to clarify the nature
and processes of linguistic change in the context of a changing society. Perhaps even more today than two decades ago, Labov's
conclusions are mandatory reading for anyone concerned with education and social change, with African American culture, and with the
future of race relations in this country.
Linguists usually discuss language or dialects in terms of groups of speakers. Believing that patterns can be seen more clearly in the group
than the individual, researchers often present group scores with no indication of the variation within the group. Even though linguists
acknowledge that no two individuals speak alike, few study individual variation and voice. Barbara Johnstone makes a case for the
individual's importance and idiosyncrasies in language and linguistics. Using theoretical arguments and discourse analysis, along with
linguistic examples from a variety of speakers and settings, Johnstone illustrates how speakers draw on linguistic models associated with
class, ethnicity, gender, and region, among others, to construct an individual voice. In doing so Johnstone shows that certain important
questions in sociolinguistics and pragmatics can only be answered with reference to individual speakers. Johnstone's study is important both
for the understanding of speech as expressive of self, and for the study of variation and mechanisms of linguistic choice and change.
A phonetic analysis of accents in North American film and television: how they vary and how they have changed.
This new and updated textbook gives students a coherent view of the complex interaction of language and society.

This classic volume, by a well-known linguist, constitutes a systematic introduction to sociolinguistics, unmatched in the clarity and
forcefulness of its approach, and to the study of language in its social setting.
Sociophonetics – the interface of sociolinguistics and phonetics – is a field that has expanded rapidly in recent years. A subject
that requires both methodological and theoretical assessment for study, sociophonetics has never before been presented in a way
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that ties these fundamental strands together so successfully. This comprehensive and user friendly introduction seamlessly
marries the dual cores of sociophonetics into one accessible text. In a methodical and structured approach, Sociophonetics: An
Introduction: ? Provides detailed analysis of phonetic variables, discussing consonants, vowels, prosody and voice quality ?
Includes clear and thorough explanations of how to measure linguistic phenomena and conduct acoustic analyses and perception
experiments ? Contains almost 200 illustrations of phonetic processes and 'field marks' for the examination of sociolinguistic
variables ? Covers a variety of theoretical approaches, including exemplar theory and cognitive sociolinguistics ? Examines,
through theoretical issues, how sociolinguistics, phonetics and cognitive linguistics are linked Thomas' innovative and friendly
introduction to sociophonetics presents both a guide for advanced beginners as well as a basis for further development of
professional research.
This comprehensive collection is the first full book-length volume to bring together writing focused around and inspired by the work
of John Rickford and his role in sociolinguistic research over the last four decades. Featuring contributions from more than 40
leading scholars in the field, the volume integrates both historical and current perspectives on key topics in Rickford’s body of
work at the intersection of language and society, highlighting the influence of his work from diverse fields such as sociolinguistics,
stylistics, creole studies, and language and education. The volume is organized around four sections, each representing one of the
fundamental strands in Rickford’s scholarship over the course of his career, bookended by short vignettes that feature stories
from the field to more broadly contextualize his intellectual legacy: • Language contact from a sociolinguistic and sociohistorical
point of view • The political ramifications of linguistic heterogeneity • The stylistic implications of language variation and change •
The educational implications of linguistic heterogeneity and social injustice Taken together, The Routledge Companion to the Work
of John R. Rickford serves as a platform to showcase Rickford’s pioneering contributions to the field and, in turn, to socially
reflective linguistic research more generally, making this key reading for students and researchers in sociolinguistics, creole
studies, language and style, and language and education.
In this introduction to Mikhail Bakhtin, Ken Hirschkop presents a compact, readable, detailed, and sophisticated exposition of all of
Bakhtin's important works. Using the most up-to-date sources and the new, scholarly editions of Bakhtin's texts, Hirschkop
explains Bakhtin's influential ideas, demonstrates their relevance and usefulness for literary and cultural analysis, and sets them in
their historical context. In clear and concise language, Hirschkop shows how Bakhtin's ideas have changed the way we
understand language and literary texts. Authoritative and accessible, this Cambridge Introduction is the most comprehensive and
reliable account of Bakhtin and his work yet available.
This is a two-volume collection of original research papers designed to reflect the breadth and depth of the impact that William
Labov has had on linguistic science. Four areas of 'Labovian' linguistics are addressed: First is the study of variation and change;
the papers in sections I and II of the first volume take this as their central theme, with a focus on either the social context and uses
of language (I) or on the the internal linguistic dynamics of variation and change (II). The study of African American English, and
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other language varieties in the Americas spoken by people of African descent and influenced by their linguistic heritage, is the
subject of the papers in section III of the first volume. The third theme is the study of discourse; the papers in section I of the
second volume develop themes in Labovian linguistics that go back to Labov's work on narrative, descriptive, and therapeutic
discourse. Fourth is the emphasis on language use, the search for discursive, interactive, and meaningful determinants of the
complexity in human communication. Papers with these themes appear in section II of the second volume.
Understanding how culture affects the ways we communicate—how we tell jokes, greet, ask questions, hedge, apologize,
compliment, and so much more. We can learn to speak other languages, but do we truly understand what we are saying? How
much detail should we offer when someone asks how we are? How close should we stand to our conversational partners? Is an
invitation genuine or just pro forma? So much of communication depends on culture and context. In Getting Through, Roger Kreuz
and Richard Roberts offer a guide to understanding and being understood in different cultures. Drawing on research from
psychology, linguistics, sociology, and other fields, as well as personal experience, anecdotes, and popular culture, Kreuz and
Roberts describe cross-cultural communication in terms of pragmatics—exploring how language is used and not just what words
mean. Sometimes this is easy to figure out. If someone hisses “I'm fine!” though clenched teeth, we can assume that she's not
really fine. But sometimes the context, cultural or otherwise, is more nuanced. For example, a visitor from another country might
be taken aback when an American offers a complaint (“Cold out today!”) as a greeting. And should you apologize the same way in
Tokyo as you would in Toledo? Kreuz and Roberts help us navigate such subtleties. It's a fascinating way to think about human
interaction, but it's not purely academic: The more we understand one another, the better we can communicate, and the better we
can communicate, the more we can avoid conflict.
'This is a book written by real academics, drawing articulately on their own research interests, and using an excellent range of
twenty-first century examples to give the book a lively, contemporary feel. The extensive textual analysis is far superior to some of
the banal tasks often found in introductory textbooks.' âMartin Conboy,University of Sheffield, UK Language, Society and
Powerlooks at the ways in which language functions, how it influences thought and how it varies according to age, ethnicity, class
and gender. It seeks to answer such questions as: How can a language reflect the status of children and older people? Do men
and women talk differently? How can our use of language mark our ethnic identity? The book also looks at language use in politics
and the media and examines how language affects and constructs our identities, exploring notions of correctness and attitudes
towards language use. This second edition includes recent developments in theory and research and offers the following features:
new and engaging examples drawn from everyday life: conversation transcripts, novels including Ian McEwan'sAtonement,
television and the internet new activities designed to give students a real understanding of the topic an international perspective
with examples from the world's press, includingThe Washington Post,TheDaily MailandTheNew Zealand Listener updated and
expanded further reading sections and glossary. Language, Society and Powerremains an essential introductory text for students
of English language and linguistics, and will also be of use to students of media, communication, cultural studies, sociology and
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psychology.

"First issued as an Oxford University Press paperback, 2015"--Title page verso.
We share the experience of others through the stories they tell of the crucial events in their lives. This book provides a
rich range of narratives that grip the reader's attention together with an analysis of how it is done. While remaining true to
the facts, narrators use linguistic devices to present themselves in the best possible light and change the listener's
perception of who is to blame for what has occurred. William Labov extends his widely used framework for narrative
analysis to matters of greatest human concern: the danger of death, violence, premonitions and large-scale community
conflicts. The book also examines traditional epic and historical texts, from Herodotus and the Old Testament to
Macaulay, showing how these literary genres draw upon the techniques of personal narratives. Not only relevant to
students of narratology, discourse and sociolinguistics, this book will be rewarding reading for anyone interested in the
human condition.
This volume marks the centenary of Liebermann’s Die Gesetze der Angelsachsen (1903-1916) by bringing together
essays by scholars specializing in medieval legal culture. The essays address not only Liebermann’s legacy, but also
major issues in the study of early law.
This volume corrects the relative neglect in Second Language Acquisition studies of the quantitative study of language
variation and provides insights into such issues as language transfer, acquisition through exposure, language universals,
learner’s age and so forth. These studies bolster the idea that a full account of SLA development (and, hence, a “theory
of SLA”) must be built on not only detailed accounts of interlanguage data but also on a wide appeal to factors which
govern the psycholinguistic bases of SLA. An important addition to the volume is a comprehensive guide to both the DOS
and Macintosh versions of the VARBRUL statistical program used by variationists.
The Atlas of North American English provides the first overall view of the pronunciation and vowel systems of the dialects
of the U.S. and Canada. The Atlas re-defines the regional dialects of American English on the basis of sound changes
active in the 1990s and draws new boundaries reflecting those changes. It is based on a telephone survey of 762 local
speakers, representing all the urbanized areas of North America. It has been developed by Bill Labov, one of the leading
sociolinguists of the world, together with his colleagues Sharon Ash and Charles Boberg. The Atlas consists of a printed
volume accompanied by an interactive CD-ROM. The print and multimedia content is also available online. Combined
Edition: Book and Multimedia CD-ROM The book contains 23 chapters that re-define the geographic boundaries of North
American dialects and trace the influence of gender, age, education, and city size on the progress of sound change;
findings that show a dramatic and increasing divergence of English in North America; 139 four color maps that illustrate
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the regional distribution of phonological and phonetic variables across the North American continent; 120 four color vowel
charts of individual speakers. The multimedia CD-ROM supplements the articles and maps by providing a data base with
measurements of more than 100,000 vowels and mean values for 439 speakers; the Plotnik program for mapping each
of the individual vowel systems; extended sound samples of all North American dialects; multimedia applications to
enhance classroom presentations. Online Version: Book and CD-ROM content plus additional data The online version
comprises the contents of the book and the multimedia CD-ROM along with additional data. It presents a wider selection
of data, maps, and audio samples that will be recurrently updated; proffers simultaneous access to the information
contained in the book and on the multimedia CD-ROM to all users in the university/library network; provides students with
easy access to research material for classroom assignments. For more information, please contact Mouton de Gruyter:
customerservice@degruyter.com System Requirements for CD-ROM and Online Version Windows PC: Pentium PC,
Windows 9x, NT, or XP, at least 16MB RAM, CD-ROM Drive, 16 Bit Soundcard, SVGA (600 x 800 resolution) Apple
MAC: OS 6 or higher, 16 Bit Soundcard, at least 16MB RAM Supported Browsers: Internet Explorer, 5.5 or 6 (Mac OS:
Internet Explorer 5.1)/Netscape 7.x or higher/Mozilla 1.0 or higher/Mozilla Firefox 1.0 or higher PlugIns: Macromedia
Flash Player 6/Acrobat Reader
An accessible, user-friendly guide to the variety of different experimental methods used in sociolinguistics, Experimental
Research Methods in Sociolinguistics walks students through the "how-to†? of experimental methods used to investigate
variation in both speech production and perception. Focusing squarely on practice and application, it takes the reader
from defining a research question, to choosing an appropriate framework, to completing a research project. Featuring a
companion website with information on experiment-friendly software, sample experiments and suggestions for work to
undertake, the book also covers: -Ethical concerns -How to measure production and perception -How to construct and
use corpora
Much theorizing in language change research is made without taking into account dialect data. Yet, dialects seem to be
superior data to build a theory of linguistic change on, since dialects are relatively free of standardization and therefore
more tolerant of variant competition in grammar. In addition, as compared to most cross-linguistic and diachronic data,
dialect data are unusually high in resolution. This book shows that the study of dialect variation has indeed the potential,
perhaps even the duty, to play a central role in the process of finding answers to fundamental questions of theoretical
historical linguistics. It includes contributions which relate a clearly formulated theoretical question of historical linguistic
interest with a well-defined, solid empirical base. The volume discusses phenomena from different domains of grammar
(phonology, morphology and syntax) and a wide variety of languages and language varieties in the light of several
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current theoretical frameworks.
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