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First published in 1987, the "Groundwork of Christian History" has been a primer for theological college students, undergraduates, lay readers
and all interested in the history and development of Christian history. Now published in a new and attractive edition with an updated
bibliography, the author still manages to argue his case convincingly that history need not be boring. He takes his readers from the earliest
days of the fledgling Christian Church to the end of the twentieth century and enables readers to put characters, movements and places in
their wider context and make connections between them. Diarmaid McCulloch is Professor of the History of the Church at the University of
Oxford.
This book provides an introduction to the latest research on the English Reformation from Edward VI's accession to the death of Elizabeth I. It
highlights the difference between the official Reformation - what those in power wanted to happen - and the actual impact on clergy and
people throughout the nation, including those Catholics and Protestants whom the official Elizabethan settlement ultimately failed to satisfy or
include. It describes the growth of barriers between a world of literate, articulate religion and patterns of illiterate belief and magical practice; it
assesses the ambiguities, the failures and the achievements of late Tudor religious structures.
Silence is long-established as a spiritual discipline amongst people of faith. However, its examination tends to focus on depictions within texts
emerging from religious life and the development of its practices. Latterly, feminist theologians have also highlighted the silencing of women
within Christian history. Consequently, silence is often portrayed as a solitary discipline based in norms of male monastic experience or a tool
of women’s subjugation. In contrast, this book investigates chosen practices of silence in the lives of Christian women today, evidencing its
potential for enabling profound relationality and empowerment within their spiritual journeys. Opening with an exploration of Christianity’s
reclamation of practices of silence in the twentieth century, this contemporary ethnographic study engages with wider academic
conversations about silence. Its substantive theological and empirical exploration of women’s practices of silence demonstrates that, for
some, silence-based prayer is a valued space for encounter and transformation in relationships with God, with themselves and with others.
Utilising a methodology that proposes focusing on silence throughout the qualitative research process, this study also illustrates a new model
for depicting relational change. Finally, the book urges practical and feminist theologians to re-examine silence’s potential for facilitating the
development of more authentic and responsible relationality within people’s lives. This is a unique study that provides new perspectives on
practices of silence within Christianity, particularly amongst women. It will, therefore, be of significant interest to academics, practitioners and
students in theology and religious studies with a focus on contemporary religion, spirituality, feminism, gender and research methods.
Few figures in history have defined their time as dramatically as Martin Luther. And few books have captured the spirit of such a figure as
truly as this robust and eloquent life of Luther. A highly regarded historian and biographer and a gifted novelist and playwright, Richard Marius
gives us a dazzling portrait of the German reformer--his inner compulsions, his struggle with himself and his God, the gestation of his
theology, his relations with contemporaries, and his responses to opponents. Focusing in particular on the productive years 1516-1525,
Marius' detailed account of Luther's writings yields a rich picture of the development of Luther's thought on the great questions that came to
define the Reformation. Marius follows Luther from his birth in Saxony in 1483, during the reign of Frederick III, through his schooling in
Erfurt, his flight to an Augustinian monastery and ordination to the outbreak of his revolt against Rome in 1517, the Wittenberg years, his
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progress to Worms, his exile in the Wartburg, and his triumphant return to Wittenberg. Throughout, Marius pauses to acquaint us with
pertinent issues: the question of authority in the church, the theology of penance, the timing of Luther's Reformation breakthrough, the
German peasantry in 1525, Muntzer's revolutionaries, the whys and hows of Luther's attack on Erasmus. In this personal, occasionally
irreverent, always humane reconstruction, Luther emerges as a skeptic who hated skepticism and whose titanic wrestling with the dilemma of
the desire for faith and the omnipresence of doubt and fear became an augury for the development of the modern religious consciousness of
the West. In all of this, he also represents tragedy, with the goodness of his works overmatched by their calamitous effects on religion and
society.
A revised and enlarged edition of the most powerful and polemic critique of the Anglo-Catholicism movement. This penetrating and highly
readable study has established itself over the years as the standard text on the subject. Rising in the wake of the Oxford Movement, AngloCatholicism can be seen as a deliberate attempt to catholicise the Church of England and to make its doctrines and services similar to those
of the Roman Catholic Church. Early followers were persecuted, but they became famous for their work and for breaking down the social
divisions associated with the Church. The Anglo-Catholic Movement indelibly changed the ethos of the Established Church with the
foundation of religious orders, overseas missions, theological colleges and public schools, promoting new social doctrines often associated
with socialist ideas. Anglo-Catholicism traces the movement from the origins to the heyday in the 1920s and 1930s. It is the first study which
analyses it from the sociological point of view. The book concentrates in the interwar period and the decline of the movement to the present
time, showing now the ambiguities and tensions originated and the way they have been dealt with over the years. This revised edition also
contains a new chapter examining the impact of women's ordination to priesthood on the movement.
A study of the role of the devil in biblical and modern times theorizes that dissident social gorups that resisted Christianity, such as pagans
and Jews, were typically portrayed as demons and therefore established as threats. Reprint. 60,000 first printing.
Christianity, one of the world’s great religions, has had an incalculable impact on human history. This book, now the most comprehensive
and up to date single volume work in English, describes not only the main ideas and personalities of Christian history, its organisation and
spirituality, but how it has changed politics, sex, and human society. Diarmaid MacCulloch ranges from Palestine in the first century to India in
the third, from Damascus to China in the seventh century and from San Francisco to Korea in the twentieth. He is one of the most widely
travelled of Christian historians and conveys a sense of place as arrestingly as he does the power of ideas. He presents the development of
Christian history differently from any of his predecessors. He shows how, after a semblance of unity in its earliest centuries, the Christian
church divided during the next 1400 years into three increasingly distanced parts, of which the western Church was by no means always the
most important: he observes that at the end of the first eight centuries of Christian history, Baghdad might have seemed a more likely capital
for worldwide Christianity than Rome. This is the first truly global history of Christianity.
The New York Times bestseller and definitive history of Christianity for our time—from the award-winning author of The Reformation and
Silence A product of electrifying scholarship conveyed with commanding skill, Diarmaid MacCulloch's Christianity goes back to the origins of
the Hebrew Bible and encompasses the globe. It captures the major turning points in Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox history and fills in
often neglected accounts of conversion and confrontation in Africa, Latin America, and Asia. MacCulloch introduces us to monks and
crusaders, heretics and reformers, popes and abolitionists, and discover Christianity's essential role in shaping human history and the
intimate lives of men and women. And he uncovers the roots of the faith that galvanized America, charting the surprising beliefs of the
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founding fathers, the rise of the Evangelical movement and of Pentecostalism, and the recent crises within the Catholic Church. Bursting with
original insights and a great pleasure to read, this monumental religious history will not soon be surpassed.

The Reformation which engulfed England and Europe in the sixteenth century was one of the most highly-charged, bloody and
transformative periods in their history, and has remained one of the most contested. In this dazzling book, Diarmaid MacCulloch
explores a turbulent and endlessly fascinating era. 'A masterly take on the Reformation ... absorbing and compelling, full of
insights' Linda Hogan, Irish Times 'One of our very best public historians ... as this collection triumphantly confirms, MacCulloch
writes authoritatively and engagingly on a remarkably diverse range of topics in the history of Christian culture' Peter Marshall,
Literary Review 'Written with elegance and sometimes donnish wit ... he wears his learning lightly' Robert Tombs, The Times
'Dazzling ... prodigiously learned ... MacCulloch has a gift for explaining complicated things simply' Jack Scarisbrick, Catholic
Herald
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • In his first book published as Pope, and in conjunction with the Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy, Pope Francis here invites all humanity to an intimate and personal dialogue on the subject closest to his
heart—mercy—which has long been the cornerstone of his faith and is now the central teaching of his papacy. In this conversation
with Vatican reporter Andrea Tornielli, Francis explains—through memories from his youth and moving anecdotes from his
experiences as a pastor—why “mercy is the first attribute of God.” God “does not want anyone to be lost. His mercy is infinitely
greater than our sins,” he writes. As well, the Church cannot close the door on anyone, Francis asserts—on the contrary, its duty is
to go out into the world to find its way into the consciousness of people so that they can assume responsibility for, and move away
from, the bad things they have done. The first Jesuit and the first South American to be elected Bishop of Rome, Pope Francis has
traveled around the world spreading God’s message of mercy to the largest crowds in papal history. Clear and profound, The
Name of God Is Mercy resonates with this desire to reach all those who are looking for meaning in life, a road to peace and
reconciliation, and the healing of physical and spiritual wounds. It is being published in more than eighty countries around the
world. “The name of God is mercy. There are no situations we cannot get out of, we are not condemned to sink into
quicksand.”—Pope Francis Praise for The Name of God Is Mercy “Francis speaks succinctly—and with refreshing forthrightness. . .
. He emphasizes moral sincerity over dogma, an understanding of the complexities of the world and individual experience over
rigid doctrine. . . . The pope has an easy conversational style that moves effortlessly between folksy sayings and erudite allusions,
between common-sense logic and impassioned philosophical insights.”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times “What makes his
book most moving is the way in which this man, without disrespecting his own privacy or offering false bromides of modesty,
opens the sacred space of his conscience to explain how he came to center his ministry, and now his papacy, around
mercy.”—James Carroll, The New Yorker “As he has done throughout his papacy, Pope Francis shows in this book a compelling
way to present God’s love anew to a skeptical world without denying the ancient teachings of faith. But now he is challenging the
entire Church to trek a new way forward.”—Time “Francis enjoys sharing personal stories of God’s grace and mercy in the lives of
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parishioners from his native Argentina, people he has known and who have recognized themselves as sinners.”—The Washington
Post “Powerful . . . Francis’s book signals a plea for a change of attitude on the part of the faithful and their pastors. . . . Bishops
and priests will talk and quarrel over the text for months, even years to come. And that, perhaps, is what Francis
intends.”—Financial Times “Deepens his calls for a more merciful Catholic Church . . . The question-and-answer book is told in
simple, breezy language, with the pope referring to experiences and people in his own life.”—Newsday “Francis has offered his
most detailed outline yet for the role of the Catholic church in the modern era.”—National Catholic Reporter Translated by Oonagh
Stransky
A fascinating history of the growth in monastic and papal power that preceded the Crusades—excerpted from Diarmaid
MacCulloch’s award-winning New York Times bestseller, Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years. A product of electrifying
scholarship conveyed with commanding skill, Diarmaid MacCulloch’s Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years stretches from
the Greek Platonists and the origins of the Hebrew Bible to the present and encompasses the globe. In this excerpt, MacCulloch
chronicles the rise of monasteries like the great Cluny Abbey, which formed orders that reached across secular kingdoms,
enjoying exclusive papal privileges and encouraging their followers to make pilgrimages among towering cathedrals and far-flung
shrines. Meanwhile, the introduction of the tithe, expanding control over marriage, and a new emphasis on Purgatory brought
penitent parishioners even closer to the Church and dependent on ministry. By the time Pope Urban II launched the First Crusade,
the practice of indulgences had made possible his grant that all who died in a state of repentance and confession while fighting
would gain immediate entry into heaven. Holy War spawned whole new orders, most famously the Knights Templar and the
Knights Hospitaller, as soldiers from across Europe joined the campaigns of conquest toward Jerusalem. The many causes and
consequences of these clashes between Christianity and Islam are captured here in illuminating detail with elegance and wit.
Diarmaid MacCulloch’s latest book, Silence: A Christian History, is available from Viking.
The Reformation was the seismic event in European history over the past 1000 years, and one which tore the medieval world
apart. Not just European religion, but thought, culture, society, state systems, personal relations - everything - was turned upside
down. Just about everything which followed in European history can be traced back in some way to the Reformation and the
Counter-Reformation which it provoked. The Reformation is where the modern world painfully and dramatically began, and
MacCulloch's great history of it is recognised as the best modern account.
A gripping biography that sheds provocative new light on the life of Saint Patrick Saint Patrick was, by his own admission, a
controversial figure. Convicted in a trial by his elders in Britain and hounded by rumors that he settled in Ireland for financial gain,
the man who was to become Ireland’s patron saint battled against great odds before succeeding as a missionary. Saint Patrick
Retold draws on recent research to offer a fresh assessment of Patrick’s travails and achievements. This is the first biography in
nearly fifty years to explore Patrick’s career against the background of historical events, and Roy Flechner leaves no stone
unturned as he takes readers on a riveting journey through Romanized Britain and late Iron Age Ireland. Rather than a dismantling
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of Patrick’s reputation, or an argument against his sainthood, Flechner’s biography raises crucial questions about self-image and
the making of a reputation. From boyhood deeds to the challenges of a missionary enterprise, Saint Patrick Retold steps beyond
established narratives to reassess a notable figure’s life and legacy.
"This is Reformation history as it should be written, not least because it resembles its subject matter: learned, argumentative, and,
even when mistaken, never dull."--Eamon Duffy, author of The Stripping of the Altars: Traditional Religion in England, 1400-1580
The Reformation and Counter-Reformation represented the greatest upheaval in Western society since the collapse of the Roman
Empire a millennium before. The consequences of those shattering events are still felt today—from the stark divisions between (and
within) Catholic and Protestant countries to the Protestant ideology that governs America, the world’s only remaining superpower.
In this masterful history, Diarmaid MacCulloch conveys the drama, complexity, and continuing relevance of these events. He offers
vivid portraits of the most significant individuals—Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Loyola, Henry VIII, and a number of popes—but also
conveys why their ideas were so powerful and how the Reformation affected everyday lives. The result is a landmark book that will
be the standard work on the Reformation for years to come. The narrative verve of The Reformation as well as its provocative
analysis of American culture’s debt to the period will ensure the book’s wide appeal among history readers.
Trent, the Catholic Church’s attempt to put its house in order after the Reformation, has long been praised and blamed for things it
never did. This one-volume history, the first in modern times, explores the volatile issues that pushed several Holy Roman
emperors, kings and queens of France, five popes, and all of Europe to the brink of disaster.
The first major biography of its subject in more than thirty years makes use of new British manuscript sources to draw a rich
portrait of Henry VIII's archbishop of Canterbury who guided England through the Reformation. UP.
The writings in this volume cast a glimmer of light upon the emerging traditions and organization of the infant church, during an
otherwise little-known period of its development. A selection of letters and small-scale theological treatises from a group known as
the Apostolic Fathers, several of whom were probably disciples of the Apostles, they provide a first-hand account of the early
Church and outline a form of early Christianity still drawing on the theology and traditions of its parent religion, Judaism. Included
here are the first Epistle of Bishop Clement of Rome, an impassioned plea for harmony; The Epistle of Polycarp; The Epistle of
Barnabas; The Didache; and the Seven Epistles written by Ignatius of Antioch - among them his moving appeal to the Romans
that they grant him a martyr's death.
A personal and cultural exploration of silence and its value in our lives—“[an] artful book, mixing autobiography, travel writing,
meditation, and essay” (Independent, UK). In her late forties, after a noisy upbringing as one of six children and adulthood as a
vocal feminist and mother, Sara Maitland found herself living alone in the country and, to her surprise, falling in love with silence.
In this fascinating, intelligent, and beautifully written book, Maitland describes how she began to explore this new love, spending
periods of silence in the Sinai desert, the Scottish hills, and a remote cottage on the Isle of Skye. Maitland also delves deep into
the rich cultural history of silence, exploring its significance in fairy tale and myth, its importance to the Western and Eastern
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religious traditions, and its use in psychoanalysis and artistic expression. Her story culminates in her building a hermitage on an
isolated moor in Galloway. “Her book is probably unique in its subject, and timely, because good, healing silence is becoming hard
to find, and we may not know we need it” (Guardian, UK).
DIV The creation of the Christian Church is one of the most important stories in the development of the world's history, but also
one of the most enigmatic and little understood, shrouded in mystery and misunderstanding. Through a forensic, brilliant
reexamination of all the key surviving texts of early Christianity, Geza Vermes illuminates the origins of a faith and traces the
evolution of the figure of Jesus from the man he was—a prophet recognizable as the successor to other Jewish holy men of the Old
Testament—to what he came to represent: a mysterious, otherworldly being at the heart of a major new religion. As Jesus's
teachings spread across the eastern Mediterranean, hammered into place by Paul, John, and their successors, they were
transformed in the space of three centuries into a centralized, state-backed creed worlds away from its humble origins. Christian
Beginnings tells the captivating story of how a man came to be hailed as the Son consubstantial with God, and of how a
revolutionary, anticonformist Jewish subsect became the official state religion of the Roman Empire. /div
Diarmaid MacCulloch, acknowledged master of the big picture in Christian history, unravels a polyphony of silences from the
history of Christianity and beyond. He considers the surprisingly mixed attitudes of Judaism to silence, Jewish and Christian
borrowings from Greek explorations of the divine, and the silences which were a feature of Jesus's brief ministry and witness.
Besides prayer and mystical contemplation, there are shame and evasion; careless and purposeful forgetting. Many deliberate
silences are revealed: the forgetting of histories which were not useful to later Church authorities (such as the leadership roles of
women among the first Christians), or the constant problems which Christianity has faced in dealing honestly with sexuality.
Behind all this is the silence of God; and in a deeply personal final chapter, MacCulloch brings a message of optimism for those
who still seek God beyond the clamorous noise of over-confident certainties.
Issues of gender and sexuality are intrinsic to people’s experience: their sense of identity, their lives and the loving relationships
that shape and sustain them. The life and mission of the Church of England – and of the worldwide Anglican Communion – are
affected by the deep, and sometimes painful, disagreements about these matters, divisions brought into sharper focus because of
society’s changing perspectives and practices, especially in relation to LGTBI+ people. Living in Love and Faith sets out to inspire
people to think more deeply both about what it means to be human, and to live in love and faith with one another. It tackles the
tough questions and the divisions among Christians about what it means to be holy in a society in which understandings and
practices of gender, sexuality and marriage continue to change. Commissioned and led by the Bishops of the Church of England,
the Living in Love and Faith project has involved many people across the Church and beyond, bringing together a great diversity
and depth of expertise, conviction and experience to explore these matters by studying what the Bible, theology, history and the
social and biological sciences have to say. After a Foreword from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, the book opens with an
invitation from the Bishops of the Church of England to embark on a learning journey in five parts: Part One sets current questions
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about human identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage in the context of God’s gift of life. Part Two takes a careful and
dispassionate look at what is happening in the world with regard to identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage. Part Three
explores current Christian thinking and discussions about human identity, sexuality, and marriage. In the light of the good news of
Jesus Christ, how do Christians understand and respond to the trends observed in Part Two? Part Four considers what it means
for us as individuals and as a church to be Christ-like when it comes to matters of identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage.
Part Five invites the reader into a conversation between some of the people who have been involved in writing this book who,
having engaged with and written Parts One to Four, nevertheless come to different conclusions. Amid the biblical, theological,
historical and scientific exploration, each part includes Encounters with real, contemporary disciples of Christ whose stories raise
questions which ask us to discern where God is active in human lives. The book ends with an appeal from the Bishops to join them
in a period of discernment and decision-making following the publication of Living in Love and Faith. The Living in Love and Faith
book is accompanied by a range of free digital resources including films, podcasts and an online library, together with Living in
Love and Faith: The Course, a 5-session course which is designed to help local groups engage with the resources, also published
by Church House Publishing.
A provocative meditation on the role of silence in Christian tradition by the New York Times bestselling author of Christianity We
live in a world dominated by noise. Religion is, for many, a haven from the clamor of everyday life, allowing us to pause for silent
contemplation. But as Diarmaid MacCulloch shows, there are many forms of religious silence, from contemplation and prayer to
repression and evasion. In his latest work, MacCulloch considers Jesus’s strategic use of silence in his confrontation with Pontius
Pilate and traces the impact of the first mystics in Syria on monastic tradition. He discusses the complicated fate of silence in
Protestant and evangelical tradition and confronts the more sinister institutional forms of silence. A groundbreaking book by one of
our greatest historians, Silence challenges our fundamental views of spirituality and illuminates the deepest mysteries of faith.
Silence is not simply the absence of noise. It is within us, in the inner citadel that great writers, thinkers, scholars and people of
faith have cultivated over the centuries. It characterizes our most intimate and sacred spaces, from private bedrooms to grand
cathedrals – those vast reservoirs of silence. Philosophers and novelists have long sought solitude and inspiration in mountains
and forests. Yet despite the centrality of silence to some of our most intense experiences, the transformations of the twentieth
century have gradually diminished its value. Today, raucous urban spaces and a continual bombardment from different media
pressure us into constant activity. We are losing a sense of our inner selves, a process that is changing the very nature of the
individual. This book rediscovers the wonder of silence and, with this, a richer experience of life. With his predilection for the
elusive, Corbin calls us to listen to another history.
From “one of the best of the new [Martin Luther] biographers” (The New Yorker), a portrait of the complicated founding father of
the Protestant Reformation, whose intellectual assault on Catholicism transformed Christianity and changed the course of world
history. “Magnificent.”—The Wall Street Journal “Penetrating.”—The New York Times Book Review “Smart, accessible,
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authoritative.”—Hilary Mantel On October 31, 1517, so the story goes, a shy monk named Martin Luther nailed a piece of paper to
the door of the Castle Church in the university town of Wittenberg. The ideas contained in these Ninety-five Theses, which boldly
challenged the Catholic Church, spread like wildfire. Within two months, they were known all over Germany. So powerful were
Martin Luther’s broadsides against papal authority that they polarized a continent and tore apart the very foundation of Western
Christendom. Luther’s ideas inspired upheavals whose consequences we live with today. But who was the man behind the Ninetyfive Theses? Lyndal Roper’s magisterial new biography goes beyond Luther’s theology to investigate the inner life of the religious
reformer who has been called “the last medieval man and the first modern one.” Here is a full-blooded portrait of a revolutionary
thinker who was, at his core, deeply flawed and full of contradictions. Luther was a brilliant writer whose biblical translations had a
lasting impact on the German language. Yet he was also a strident fundamentalist whose scathing rhetorical attacks threatened to
alienate those he might persuade. He had a colorful, even impish personality, and when he left the monastery to get married (“to
spite the Devil,” he explained), he wooed and wed an ex-nun. But he had an ugly side too. When German peasants rose up
against the nobility, Luther urged the aristocracy to slaughter them. He was a ferocious anti-Semite and a virulent misogynist, even
as he argued for liberated human sexuality within marriage. A distinguished historian of early modern Europe, Lyndal Roper looks
deep inside the heart of this singularly complex figure. The force of Luther’s personality, she argues, had enormous historical
effects—both good and ill. By bringing us closer than ever to the man himself, she opens up a new vision of the Reformation and
the world it created and draws a fully three-dimensional portrait of its founder.
First published in 1976, Paul Johnson’s exceptional study of Christianity has been loved and widely hailed for its intensive
research, writing, and magnitude—“a tour de force, one of the most ambitious surveys of the history of Christianity ever attempted
and perhaps the most radical” (New York Review of Books). In a highly readable companion to books on faith and history, the
scholar and author Johnson has illuminated the Christian world and its fascinating history in a way that no other has. Johnson
takes off in the year AD 49 with his namesake the apostle Paul. Thus beginning an ambitious quest to paint the centuries since the
founding of a little-known ‘Jesus Sect’, A History of Christianity explores to a great degree the evolution of the Western world.
With an unbiased and overall optimistic tone, Johnson traces the fantastic scope of the consequent sects of Christianity and the
people who followed them. Information drawn from extensive and varied sources from around the world makes this history as
credible as it is reliable. Invaluable understanding of the framework of modern Christianity—and its trials and tribulations throughout
history—has never before been contained in such a captivating work.
Although the young Edward VI's death in 1553 led to resounding defeat for his Protestant allies, his reign has a significance out of
all proportion to its brief six-year span. For during its course England's rulers let loose an explosive form of Christianity within the
realm. In this lavishly illustrated book, MacCulloch underlines the significance of Edward's turbulent and neglected reign. As well
as the young king's life and beliefs he takes a fresh look at the ruthless politicians who jostled for position around him and explores
the strange afterlife of Edward's attempt at the religious transformation of his kingdom. In this MacCulloch traces a connection
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through the civil wars of the 17th century up to the present day.
The most profound characteristic of Western Europe in the Middle Ages was its cultural and religious unity, a unity secured by a
common alignment with the Pope in Rome, and a common language - Latin - for worship and scholarship. The Reformation
shattered that unity, and the consequences are still with us today. In All Things Made New, Diarmaid MacCulloch, author of the
New York Times bestseller Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years, examines not only the Reformation's impact across
Europe, but also the Catholic Counter-Reformation and the special evolution of religion in England, revealing how one of the most
turbulent, bloody, and transformational events in Western history has shaped modern society. The Reformation may have
launched a social revolution, MacCulloch argues, but it was not caused by social and economic forces, or even by a secular idea
like nationalism; it sprang from a big idea about death, salvation, and the afterlife. This idea - that salvation was entirely in God's
hands and there was nothing humans could do to alter his decision - ended the Catholic Church's monopoly in Europe and altered
the trajectory of the entire future of the West. By turns passionate, funny, meditative, and subversive, All Things Made New takes
readers onto fascinating new ground, exploring the original conflicts of the Reformation and cutting through prejudices that
continue to distort popular conceptions of a religious divide still with us after five centuries. This monumental work, from one of the
most distinguished scholars of Christianity writing today, explores the ways in which historians have told the tale of the
Reformation, why their interpretations have changed so dramatically over time, and ultimately, how the contested legacy of this
revolution continues to impact the world today.
Describes the first 1,000 years of Christian history, from the early practices and beliefs through the conversion of Constantine as
well as documenting its growth to communities in Ethiopia, Armenia, Central Asia, India and China.
For most people in England today, the church is simply the empty building at the end of the road, visited for the first time, if at all,
when dead. It offers its sacraments to a population that lives without rites of passage, and which regards the National Health
Service rather than the National Church as its true spiritual guardian. In Our Church, Scruton argues that the Anglican Church is
the forlorn trustee of an architectural and artistic inheritance that remains one of the treasures of European civilization. He
contends that it is a still point in the center of English culture and that its defining texts, the King James Bible and the Book of
Common Prayer are the sources from which much of our national identity derives. At once an elegy to a vanishing world and a
clarion call to recognize Anglicanism's continuing relevance, Our Church is a graceful and persuasive book.
A "marvelous" (Economist) account of how the Christian Revolution forged the Western imagination. Crucifixion, the Romans
believed, was the worst fate imaginable, a punishment reserved for slaves. How astonishing it was, then, that people should have
come to believe that one particular victim of crucifixion-an obscure provincial by the name of Jesus-was to be worshipped as a
god. Dominion explores the implications of this shocking conviction as they have reverberated throughout history. Today, the West
remains utterly saturated by Christian assumptions. As Tom Holland demonstrates, our morals and ethics are not universal but are
instead the fruits of a very distinctive civilization. Concepts such as secularism, liberalism, science, and homosexuality are deeply
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rooted in a Christian seedbed. From Babylon to the Beatles, Saint Michael to #MeToo, Dominion tells the story of how Christianity
transformed the modern world.
Silence is essential for the health and well-being of humans and the environment in which they live. Yet silence has almost
vanished from our lives and our world. Of all the books that claim to be about silence, this is the only one that addresses silence
directly. Silence: A User's Guide is just what the title says: it is a guide to silence, which is both a vast interior spaciousness, and
the condition of our being in the natural world. This book exposes the processes by which silence can transfigure our lives--what
Maggie Ross calls "the work of silence"; it describes how lives steeped in silence can transfigure other lives unawares. It shows
how the work of silence was once understood to be the foundation of the teaching of Jesus, and how this teaching was once an
intrinsic part of Western Christianity; it describes some of the methods by which the institution suppressed the work of silence, and
why religious institutions are afraid of silence. Above all, this book shows that the work of silence gives us a way of being in the
world that is more than we can ask for or imagine.

The long-awaited biography of the genius who masterminded Henry VIII's bloody revolution in the English government,
which reveals at last Cromwell's role in the downfall of Anne Boleyn "This a book that - and it's not often you can say this
- we have been awaiting for four hundred years." --Hilary Mantel, author of Wolf Hall Since the sixteenth century we have
been fascinated by Henry VIII and the man who stood beside him, guiding him, enriching him, and enduring the king's
insatiable appetites and violent outbursts until Henry ordered his beheading in July 1540. After a decade of sleuthing in
the royal archives, Diarmaid MacCulloch has emerged with a tantalizing new understanding of Henry's mercurial chief
minister, the inscrutable and utterly compelling Thomas Cromwell. History has not been kind to the son of a Putney
brewer who became the architect of England's split with Rome. Where past biographies portrayed him as a scheming
operator with blood on his hands, Hilary Mantel reimagined him as a far more sympathetic figure buffered by the whims
of his master. So which was he--the villain of history or the victim of her creation? MacCulloch sifted through letters and
court records for answers and found Cromwell's fingerprints on some of the most transformative decisions of Henry's
turbulent reign. But he also found Cromwell the man, an administrative genius, rescuing him from myth and slander. The
real Cromwell was a deeply loving father who took his biggest risks to secure the future of his son, Gregory. He was also
a man of faith and a quiet revolutionary. In the end, he could not appease or control the man whose humors were so
violent and unpredictable. But he made his mark on England, setting her on the path to religious awakening and indelibly
transforming the system of government of the English-speaking world.
SilenceA Christian HistoryPenguin
This book offers an engrossing portrayal of the early years of the Christian movement from the perspective of the
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Romans.
Solitude has always had an ambivalent status: the capacity to enjoy being alone can make sociability bearable, but those
predisposed to solitude are often viewed with suspicion or pity. Drawing on a wide array of literary and historical sources,
David Vincent explores how people have conducted themselves in the absence of company over the last three centuries.
He argues that the ambivalent nature of solitude became a prominent concern in the modern era. For intellectuals in the
romantic age, solitude gave respite to citizens living in ever more complex modern societies. But while the search for
solitude was seen as a symptom of modern life, it was also viewed as a dangerous pathology: a perceived renunciation
of the world, which could lead to psychological disorder and anti-social behaviour. Vincent explores the successive
attempts of religious authorities and political institutions to manage solitude, taking readers from the monastery to the
prisoner’s cell, and explains how western society’s increasing secularism, urbanization and prosperity led to the
development of new solitary pastimes at the same time as it made traditional forms of solitary communion, with God and
with a pristine nature, impossible. At the dawn of the digital age, solitude has taken on new meanings, as physical
isolation and intense sociability have become possible as never before. With the advent of a so-called loneliness
epidemic, a proper historical understanding of the natural human desire to disengage from the world is more important
than ever. The first full-length account of its subject, A History of Solitude will appeal to a wide general readership.
One of the key foundation books of the English Reformation, The Obedience of a Christian Man (1528) makes a radical
challenge to the established order of the all-powerful Church of its time. Himself a priest, Tyndale boldly claims that there
is just one social structure created by God to which all must be obedient, without the intervention of the rule of the Pope.
He argues that Christians cannot be saved simply by performing ceremonies or by hearing the Scriptures in Latin, which
most could not understand, and that all should have access to the Bible in their own language - an idea that was then
both bold and dangerous. Powerful in thought and theological learning, this is a landmark in religious and political
thinking.
“An exceptional and compelling biography about one of the Tudor Age’s most complex and controversial figures.”
—Alison Weir Thomas Cromwell has long been reviled as a Machiavellian schemer who stopped at nothing in his quest
for power. As King Henry VIII’s right-hand man, Cromwell was the architect of the English Reformation; secured Henry’s
divorce from Catherine of Aragon and plotted the downfall of his second wife, Anne Boleyn; and was fatally accused of
trying to usurp the king himself. In this engrossing biography, acclaimed British historian Tracy Borman reveals a different
side to one of history’s most notorious characters: that of a caring husband and father, a fiercely loyal servant and friend,
and a revolutionary who was key in transforming medieval England into a modern state. Thomas Cromwell was at the
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heart of the most momentous events of his time—from funding the translation and dissemination of the first vernacular
Bible to legitimizing Anne Boleyn as queen—and wielded immense power over both church and state. The impact of his
seismic political, religious, and social reforms can still be felt today. Grounded in excellent primary source research,
Thomas Cromwell gives an inside look at a monarchy that has captured the Western imagination for centuries and tells
the story of a controversial and enigmatic man who forever changed the shape of his country. “An intelligent,
sympathetic, and well researched biography.” —The Wall Street Journal “Borman unravels the story of Cromwell’s rise to
power skillfully . . . If you want the inside story of Thomas Cromwell . . . this is the book for you.” —The Weekly Standard
“An engrossing biography. . . . A fine rags-to-riches-to-executioner’s-block story of a major figure of the English
Reformation.” —Kirkus Reviews “An insightful biography of a much-maligned historical figure.” —Booklist
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