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English is the world language, except that most of
the world doesn’t speak it—only one in five people
does. Dorren calculates that to speak fluently with
half of the world’s 7.4 billion people in their mother
tongues, you would need to know no fewer than
twenty languages. He sets out to explore these top
twenty world languages, which range from the
familiar (French, Spanish) to the surprising (Malay,
Javanese, Bengali). Babel whisks the reader on a
delightful journey to every continent of the world,
tracing how these world languages rose to greatness
while others fell away and showing how speakers
today handle the foibles of their mother tongues.
Whether showcasing tongue-tying phonetics or
elegant but complicated writing scripts, and mindbending quirks of grammar, Babel vividly illustrates
that mother tongues are like nations: each has its
own customs and beliefs that seem as self-evident to
those born into it as they are surprising to the
outside world. Among many other things, Babel will
teach you why modern Turks can’t read books that
are a mere 75 years old, what it means in practice
for Russian and English to be relatives, and how
Japanese developed separate “dialects” for men
and women. Dorren lets you in on his personal trials
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and triumphs while studying Vietnamese in Hanoi,
debunks ten widespread myths about Chinese
characters, and discovers that Swahili became the
lingua franca in a part of the world where people
routinely speak three or more languages. Witty,
fascinating and utterly compelling, Babel will change
the way you look at and listen to the world and how it
speaks.
Reinforce your written Chinese with this practice
book for the best-selling Tuttle Learning Chinese
Characters. Learning Mandarin Chinese Characters
helps students quickly learn the basic Chinese
characters that are fundamental to the language.
Intended for self-study and classroom use, this
character workbook presents 178 Chinese
characters and over 534 common words using these
characters. These are the characters and words
students need to know if they plan to take the official
Chinese government HSK Level 1 Exam or the
Advanced Placement (AP) Chinese Language and
Culture Exam. Each character is presented in a very
simple and clear way. A step-by-step diagram shows
how to write the character, and boxes are provided
for freehand writing practice. The meaning and
pronunciation are given along with the key
vocabulary compounds and an example sentence.
Review exercises reinforce the learning process and
an index at the back allow you to look up the
characters according to their English meanings or
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romanized Hanyu Pinyin pronunciation. Key features
of this Chinese workbook include: Designed for HSK
Level 1 and AP exam prep Learn the 178 most basic
Chinese characters Example sentences and over
534 vocabulary items Step-by-step writing diagrams
and practice boxes
From the school yards of the South Bronx to the tops
of the "Billboard" charts, rap has emerged as one of
the most influential cultural forces of our time. This
pioneering anthology brings together more than 300
lyrics written over 30 years, from the "old school" to
the present day.
This textbook aims to teach Chinese fluency in
business through typical activities and social events
in the real business world. Designed for students
who have completed at least one year of collegelevel Chinese and possess a vocabulary of
approximately 1,000 words. Published in simplified
characters edition or dual traditional/ simplified
format.
The HSK ?????? (Hàny? Shu?píng K?oshì), or
Chinese Proficiency Test, is the standardized exam
roughly equivalent to a TOEFL for Mandarin. It
covers academic, professional, and daily life
Chinese skills, making it appropriate for anyone who
wants to obtain official credentials for their Chinese
ability or just track their learning. As with any test,
practice makes perfect. Consistent exposure and
experience with Chinese grammar structures and
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instances of how vocabulary words are used
properly is necessary with the HSK. The HSK is a
great opportunity to be rewarded for your Chinese
studies, and this HSK Vocabulary flashcards aim to
help you success with your HSK Test exam.
In this uplifting and practical book, written in
collaboration with his biographer, Austen Ivereigh,
the preeminent spiritual leader explains why we
must—and how we can—make the world safer, fairer,
and healthier for all people now. In the COVID crisis,
the beloved shepherd of over one billion Catholics
saw the cruelty and inequity of our society exposed
more vividly than ever before. He also saw, in the
resilience, generosity, and creativity of so many
people, the means to rescue our society, our
economy, and our planet. In direct, powerful prose,
Pope Francis urges us not to let the pain be in vain.
He begins Let Us Dream by exploring what this crisis
can teach us about how to handle upheaval of any
kind in our own lives and the world at large. With
unprecedented candor, he reveals how three crises
in his own life changed him dramatically for the
better. By its very nature, he shows, crisis presents
us with a choice: we make a grievous error if we try
to return to some pre-crisis state. But if we have the
courage to change, we can emerge from the crisis
better than before. Francis then offers a brilliant,
scathing critique of the systems and ideologies that
conspired to produce the current crisis, from a global
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economy obsessed with profit and heedless of the
people and environment it harms, to politicians who
foment their people’s fear and use it to increase
their own power at their people’s expense. He
reminds us that Christians’ first duty is to serve
others, especially the poor and the marginalized, just
as Jesus did. Finally, the Pope offers an inspiring
and actionable blueprint for building a better world
for all humanity by putting the poor and the planet at
the heart of new thinking. For this plan, he draws not
only on sacred sources, but on the latest findings
from renowned scientists, economists, activists, and
other thinkers. Yet rather than simply offer
prescriptions, he shows how ordinary people acting
together despite their differences can discover
unforeseen possibilities. Along the way, he offers
dozens of wise and surprising observations on the
value of unconventional thinking, on why we must
dramatically increase women’s leadership in the
Church and throughout society, on what he learned
while scouring the streets of Buenos Aires with
garbage-pickers, and much more. Let Us Dream is
an epiphany, a call to arms, and a pleasure to read.
It is Pope Francis at his most personal, profound and
passionate. With this book and with open hearts, we
can change the world.
Advanced degrees are necessary for careers that
once required only a college education. Yet little has
been written about who gets into grad school and
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why. Julie Posselt pulls back the curtain on this
secret process, revealing how faculty evaluate
applicants in top-ranked doctoral programs in the
humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences.
This book presents a collection of original research
articles that showcase the state of the art of research
in corpus and computational linguistic approaches to
Chinese language teaching, learning and
assessment. It offers a comprehensive set of corpus
resources and natural language processing tools
that are useful for teaching, learning and assessing
Chinese as a second or foreign language; methods
for implementing such resources and techniques in
Chinese pedagogy and assessment; as well as
research findings on the effectiveness of using such
resources and techniques in various aspects of
Chinese pedagogy and assessment.
The CEFR Companion volume broadens the scope
of language education. It reflects academic and
societal developments since the publication of the
Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR) and updates the 2001 version. It
owes much to the contributions of members of the
language teaching profession across Europe and
beyond. This volume contains: ? an explanation of
the key aspects of the CEFR for teaching and
learning; ? a complete set of updated CEFR
descriptors that replaces the 2001 set with: modality-inclusive and gender-neutral descriptors; Page 6/26
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added detail on listening and reading; - a new
Pre–A1 level, plus enriched description at A1 and C
levels; - a replacement scale for phonological
competence; - new scales for mediation, online
interaction and plurilingual/pluricultural competence;
- new scales for sign language competence; ? a
short report on the four-year development, validation
and consultation processes. The CEFR Companion
volume represents another step in a process of
engagement with language education that has been
pursued by the Council of Europe since 1971 and
which seeks to: ? promote and support the learning
and teaching of modern languages; ? enhance
intercultural dialogue, and thus mutual
understanding, social cohesion and democracy; ?
protect linguistic and cultural diversity in Europe; and
? promote the right to quality education for all.
This user–friendly book is aimed at helping students
of Mandarin Chinese learn and remember Chinese
characters. At last—there is a truly effective and
enjoyable way to learn Chinese characters! This
book helps students to learn and remember both the
meanings and the pronunciations of over 800
characters. This otherwise daunting task is made
easier by the use of techniques based on the
psychology of learning and memory. key principles
include the use of visual imagery, the visualization of
short "stories," and the systematic building up of
more complicated characters from basic building
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blocks. Although Learning Chinese Characters is
primarily a book for serious learners of Mandarin
Chinese, it can be used by anyone with an interest in
Chinese characters, without any prior knowledge of
Chinese. It can be used alongside (or after, or even
before) a course in the Chinese language. All
characters are simplified (as in mainland China) but
traditional characters are also given, when available.
Key features: Specially designed pictures and stories
are used in a structured way to make the learning
process more enjoyable and effective, reducing the
need for rote learning to the absolute minimum. The
emphasis throughout is on learning and
remembering the meanings and pronunciations of
the characters. Tips are also included on learning
techniques and how to avoid common problems.
Characters are introduced in a logical sequence,
which also gives priority to learning the most
common characters first. Modern simplified
characters are used, with pronunciations given in
pinyin. Key information is given for each character,
including radical, stroke–count, traditional form,
compounds, and guidance on writing the character.
This is a practical guide with a clear, concise and
appealing layout, and it is well–indexed with easy
look–up methods. The 800 Chinese characters and
1,033 compounds specified for the original HSK
Level A proficiency test are covered.
Han yu kou yu su chengShort-term spoken Chinese :
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threshold : vol. 2. Ru men pian??????Textbook,
simplified characters. Level 1, part 1Cheng & Tsui
Examines myths and folk tales from around the
world in an attempt to understand the symbolism of
the hero as it appears in the mythologies and
religions of mankind.
Learning Chinese can be frustrating and difficult,
partly because it's very different from European
languages. Following a teacher, textbook or
language course is not enough. They show you the
characters, words and grammar you need to become
proficient in Chinese, but they don't teach you how to
learn them! Regardless of what program you're in (if
any), you need to take responsibility for your own
learning. If you don't, you will miss many important
things that aren't included in the course you're
taking. If you study on your own, you need to be
even more aware of what you need to do, what
you're doing at the moment and the difference
between them. Here are some of the questions I
have asked and have since been asked many times
by students: How do I learn characters efficiently?
How do I get the most out of my course or teacher?
Which are the best learning tools and resources?
How can I become fluent in Mandarin? How can I
improve my pronunciation? How do I learn
successfully on my own? How can I motivate myself
to study more? How can I fit learning Chinese into a
busy schedule? The answers I've found to these
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questions and many others form the core of this
book. It took eight years of learning, researching,
teaching and writing to figure these things out. Not
everybody has the time to do that! I can't go back in
time and help myself learn in a better way, but I can
help you! This book is meant for normal students
and independent language learners alike. While it
covers all major areas of learning, you won't learn
Chinese just by reading this book. It's like when
someone on TV teaches you how to cook: you won't
get to eat the delicious dish just by watching the
program; you have to do the cooking yourself. That's
true for this book as well. When you apply what you
learn, it will boost your learning, making every hour
you spend count for more, but you still have to do
the learning yourself. This is what a few readers
have said about the book: "The book had me
nodding at a heap of things I'd learnt the hard way,
wishing I knew them when I started, as well as
highlighting areas that I'm currently missing in my
study." - Geoff van der Meer, VP engineering "This
publication is like a bible for anyone serious about
Chinese proficiency. It's easy for anyone to read and
written with scientific precision." - Zachary Danz,
foreign teacher, children's theatre artist About me I
started learning Chinese when I was 23 (that's more
than eight years ago now) and have since studied in
many different situations, including serious
immersion programs abroad, high-intensity programs
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in Sweden, online courses, as well as on the side
while working or studying other things. I have also
successfully used my Chinese in a graduate
program for teaching Chinese as a second
language, taught entirely in Chinese mostly for
native speakers (the Graduate Institute for Teaching
Chinese as a Second Language at National Taiwan
Normal University). All these parts have contributed
to my website, Hacking Chinese, where I write
regularly about how to learn Mandarin.
The acquisition of Mandarin Chinese, one of the
most important and widely spoken languages in the
world today, is the focus of this innovative study. It
describes the rise of Chinese as a global language
and the many challenges and opportunities
associated with learning it. The collaborative,
multiple-case study and cross-case analysis is
presented from three distinct but complementary
theoretical and analytic perspectives: linguistic,
sociocultural, and narrative. The book reveals
fascinating dimensions of Chinese language learning
based on vivid first-person accounts (with
autobiographical narratives included in the book) of
adults negotiating not only their own and others'
language and literacy learning, but also their
identities, communities, and trajectories as users of
Chinese.
An intensive, one-volume beginning course for
adults that can be used in classrooms or for selfPage 11/26
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study. The 40 lessons develop an 800-word
vocabulary and 301 basic conversational sentence
patterns. Students should be able to carry on simple
conversation upon completion.
This Surgeon General's report details the causes
and the consequences of tobacco use among youth
and young adults by focusing on the social,
environmental, advertising, and marketing influences
that encourage youth and young adults to initiate
and sustain tobacco use. This is the first time
tobacco data on young adults as a discrete
population have been explored in detail. The report
also highlights successful strategies to prevent
young people from using tobacco.
The Chinese Language Demystified offers a detailed
exploration of the features that have made Mandarin
Chinese so unique among the major languages of
the world, particularly English and other European
linguistic forms of communication. While discussing
the aspects that contribute to the perception of the
language as somewhat ‘mysterious,’ the book also
investigates how it is comprehended and used by
the Chinese people despite its lack of formal
grammatical structure in the conventional terms of
understanding.
Originally published in 1992. This book brings
together the work of a number of distinguished
international researchers engaged in basic research
on beginning reading. Individual chapters address
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various processes and problems in learning to read including how acquisition gets underway, the
contribution of story listening experiences, what is
involved in learning to read words, and how readers
represent information about written words in
memory. In addition, the chapter contributors
consider how phonological, onset-rime, and syntactic
awareness contribute to reading acquisition, how
learning to spell is involved, how reading ability can
be explained as a combination of decoding skill plus
listening comprehension skill, and what causes
reading difficulties and how to study these causes.
The first truly systematic, multi-disciplinary, and
cross-linguistic study of the language and writing
system factors affecting the emergence of dyslexia.
Cheng & Tsui's best-loved Chinese textbook series
is new, revised, and better than ever!
For more than a century, no US adversary or
coalition of adversaries - not Nazi Germany, Imperial
Japan, or the Soviet Union - has ever reached sixty
percent of US GDP. China is the sole exception, and
it is fast emerging into a global superpower that
could rival, if not eclipse, the United States. What
does China want, does it have a grand strategy to
achieve it, and what should the United States do
about it? In The Long Game, Rush Doshi draws from
a rich base of Chinese primary sources, including
decades worth of party documents, leaked materials,
memoirs by party leaders, and a careful analysis of
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China's conduct to provide a history of China's grand
strategy since the end of the Cold War. Taking
readers behind the Party's closed doors, he
uncovers Beijing's long, methodical game to displace
America from its hegemonic position in both the East
Asia regional and global orders through three
sequential "strategies of displacement." Beginning in
the 1980s, China focused for two decades on "hiding
capabilities and biding time." After the 2008 Global
Financial Crisis, it became more assertive regionally,
following a policy of "actively accomplishing
something." Finally, in the aftermath populist
elections of 2016, China shifted to an even more
aggressive strategy for undermining US hegemony,
adopting the phrase "great changes unseen in
century." After charting how China's long game has
evolved, Doshi offers a comprehensive yet
asymmetric plan for an effective US response.
Ironically, his proposed approach takes a page from
Beijing's own strategic playbook to undermine
China's ambitions and strengthen American order
without competing dollar-for-dollar, ship-for-ship, or
loan-for-loan.
An edition expanded with more than 100 pages of new
content offers a blueprint for a better life, whether one's
dream is escaping the rat race, experiencing high-end
world travel, earning a monthly five-figure income with
zero management or just living more and working less.
Afterlives of Chinese Communism comprises essays
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from over fifty world- renowned scholars in the China
field, from various disciplines and continents. It provides
an indispensable guide for understanding how the Mao
era continues to shape Chinese politics today. Each
chapter discusses a concept or practice from the Mao
period, what it attempted to do, and what has become of
it since. The authors respond to the legacy of Maoism
from numerous perspectives to consider what lessons
Chinese communism can offer today, and whether there
is a future for the egalitarian politics that it once
promised.
A complete beginning-level course for spoken Mandarin
Chinese designed to have you talking quickly and
accurately! The Basic Mandarin Chinese series offers a
complete introductory Chinese language course
specifically designed for native English speakers. These
books teach spoken and written Chinese separately,
allowing you to focus on the area most important to you,
and to learn the spoken and written forms of Chinese at
different speeds depending on your available time and
interest. The free audio and video recordings included
with this book reinforce the content and make the
learning process easy. No matter whether you're
learning Mandarin for work, travel or other reasons—the
Basic Mandarin Chinese approach of having two
separate but integrated "tracks" helps you to learn the
language more efficiently and more successfully. Key
features of this Chinese textbook and discs include:
Clear and detailed pronunciation, grammar and cultural
explanations Exercises and activities based on real-life
experiences in China Hours of video recordings filmed
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on location featuring dozens of native speakers in
various parts of China and beyond Six hours of nativespeaker audio recordings for all the book's dialogues and
exercises Special software allowing you to interact with
the recordings. This Mandarin textbook is designed to be
used with its separately available workbook, Basic
Mandarin Chinese—Speaking & Listening Practice Book
which provides a range of drills and exercises designed
to dramatically enhance your spoken proficiency and
improve your Chinese language skills.
An excellent book to know business Chinese.
Expertly arranged Violin Duets by Georg Philipp
Telemann from the Kalmus Edition series. This is from
the Baroque era.
This book brings together 13 original research papers
that address emerging issues in the assessment of
Chinese as a Second Language (CSL) in five major
areas, including standards in CSL assessment;
development of CSL tests; assessment of diverse
knowledge and skills; computer-supported assessment;
and CSL assessment in relation to instruction and
teachers’ assessment competence. It goes beyond the
psychometric testing of Chinese and provides cuttingedge examinations of the interfaces of assessment with
sociology of language, acquisition, pedagogy, and
modern technologies, as well as teacher education.
Given its unique features and broad range of topics, the
book offers an intriguing and valuable resource, not only
for scholars and researchers but also teacher educators
and assessment practitioners who are directly or
indirectly involved in CSL assessment.
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The newest Oprah’s Book Club 2.0 selection: this
special eBook edition of The Invention of Wings by Sue
Monk Kidd features exclusive content, including Oprah’s
personal notes highlighted within the text, and a reading
group guide. Writing at the height of her narrative and
imaginative gifts, Sue Monk Kidd presents a masterpiece
of hope, daring, the quest for freedom, and the desire to
have a voice in the world. Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an
urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston,
yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls that enclose
her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s
daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age she is
meant to do something large in the world, but she is
hemmed in by the limits imposed on women. Kidd’s
sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh
birthday, when she is given ownership of ten year old
Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow their
remarkable journeys over the next thirty five years, as
both strive for a life of their own, dramatically shaping
each other’s destinies and forming a complex
relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrangement and
the uneasy ways of love. As the stories build to a riveting
climax, Handful will endure loss and sorrow, finding
courage and a sense of self in the process. Sarah will
experience crushed hopes, betrayal, unrequited love,
and ostracism before leaving Charleston to find her place
alongside her fearless younger sister, Angelina, as one
of the early pioneers in the abolition and women’s rights
movements. Inspired by the historical figure of Sarah
Grimke, Kidd goes beyond the record to flesh out the rich
interior lives of all of her characters, both real and
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invented, including Handful’s cunning mother, Charlotte,
who courts danger in her search for something better.
This exquisitely written novel is a triumph of storytelling
that looks with unswerving eyes at a devastating wound
in American history, through women whose struggles for
liberation, empowerment, and expression will leave no
reader unmoved. Please note there is another digital
edition available without Oprah’s notes. Go to
Oprah.com/bookclub for more OBC 2.0 content

This publication covers global megatrends for the
next 20 years and how they will affect the United
States. This is the fifth installment in the National
Intelligence Council's series aimed at providing a
framework for thinking about possible futures and
their implications. The report is intended to stimulate
strategic thinking about the rapid and vast
geopolitical changes characterizing the world today
and possible global trajectories during the next 15-20
years by identifying critical trends and potential
discontinuities. The authors distinguish between
megatrends, those factors that will likely occur under
any scenario, and game-changers, critical variables
whose trajectories are far less certain. NIC
2012-001. Several innovations are included in Global
Trends 2030, including: a review of the four previous
Global Trends reports, input from academic and
other experts around the world, coverage of
disruptive technologies, and a chapter on the
potential trajectories for the US role in the
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international system and the possible the impact on
future international relations. Table of Contents:
Introduction 1 Megatrends 6 Individual
Empowerment 8 Poverty Reduction 8 An Expanding
Global Middle Class 8 Education and the Gender
Gap 10 Role of Communications Technologies 11
Improving Health 11 A MORE CONFLICTED
IDEOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE 12 Diffusion of Power
15 THE RISE AND FALL OF COUNTRIES: NOT
THE SAME OLD STORY 17 THE LIMITS OF HARD
POWER IN THE WORLD OF 2030 18 Demographic
Patterns 20 Widespread Aging 20 Shrinking Number
of Youthful Countries 22 A New Age of Migration 23
The World as Urban 26 Growing Food, Water, and
Energy Nexus 30 Food, Water, and Climate 30 A
Brighter Energy Outlook 34 Game-Changers 38 The
Crisis-Prone Global Economy 40 The Plight of the
West 40 Crunch Time Too for the Emerging Powers
43 A Multipolar Global Economy: Inherently More
Fragile? 46 The Governance Gap 48 Governance
Starts at Home: Risks and Opportunities 48
INCREASED FOCUS ON EQUALITY AND
OPENNESS 53 NEW GOVERNMENTAL FORMS
54 A New Regional Order? 55 Global Multilateral
Cooperation 55 The Potential for Increased Conflict
59 INTRASTATE CONFLICT: CONTINUED
DECLINE 59 Interstate Conflict: Chances Rising 61
Wider Scope of Regional Instability 70 The Middle
East: At a Tipping Point 70 South Asia: Shocks on
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the Horizon 75 East Asia: Multiple Strategic Futures
76 Europe: Transforming Itself 78 Sub-Saharan
Africa: Turning a Corner by 2030? 79 Latin America:
More Prosperous but Inherently Fragile 81 The
Impact of New Technologies 83 Information
Technologies 83 AUTOMATION AND
MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGIES 87 Resource
Technologies 90 Health Technologies 95 The Role
of the United States 98 Steady US Role 98 Multiple
Potential Scenarios for the United States' Global
Role 101 Alternative Worlds 107 Stalled Engines
110 FUSION 116 Gini-out-of-the-Bottle 122 Nonstate
World 128 Acknowledgements 134 GT2030 Blog
References 137 Audience: Appropriate for anyone,
from businesses to banks, government agencies to
start-ups, the technology sector to the teaching
sector, and more. This publication helps anticipate
where the world will be: socially, politically,
technologically, and culturally over the next few
decades. Keywords: Global Trends 2030 Alternative
Worlds, global trends 2030, Global Trends series,
National Intelligence Council, global trajectories,
global megatrends, geopolitics, geopolitical changes
Three years before the September 11 bombing of
the World Trade Center-a Chinese military manual
called Unrestricted Warfare touted such an attacksuggesting it would be difficult for the U.S. military to
cope with. The events of September ll were not a
random act perpetrated by independent agents. The
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doctrine of total war outlined in Unrestricted Warfare
clearly demonstrates that the People's Republic of
China is preparing to confront the United States and
our allies by conducting "asymmetrical" or
multidimensional attack on almost every aspect of
our social, economic and political life.
Educating dual language learners (DLLs) and
English learners (ELs) effectively is a national
challenge with consequences both for individuals
and for American society. Despite their linguistic,
cognitive, and social potential, many ELsâ€"who
account for more than 9 percent of enrollment in
grades K-12 in U.S. schoolsâ€"are struggling to
meet the requirements for academic success, and
their prospects for success in postsecondary
education and in the workforce are jeopardized as a
result. Promoting the Educational Success of
Children and Youth Learning English: Promising
Futures examines how evidence based on research
relevant to the development of DLLs/ELs from birth
to age 21 can inform education and health policies
and related practices that can result in better
educational outcomes. This report makes
recommendations for policy, practice, and research
and data collection focused on addressing the
challenges in caring for and educating DLLs/ELs
from birth to grade 12.
Six thousand years. Sixty languages. One “brisk and
breezy” whirlwind armchair tour of Europe “bulg[ing]
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with linguistic trivia” (The Wall Street Journal). Take
a trip of the tongue across the continent in this
fascinating, hilarious and highly edifying exploration
of the many ways and whys of Euro-speaks—its
idiosyncrasies, its histories, commonalities, and
differences. Most European languages are
descended from a single ancestor, a language not
unlike Sanskrit known as Proto-Indo-European (or
PIE for short), but the continent’s ever-changing
borders and cultures have given rise to a linguistic
and cultural diversity that is too often forgotten in
discussions of Europe as a political entity. Lingo
takes us into today’s remote mountain villages of
Switzerland, where Romansh is still the lingua
franca, to formerly Soviet Belarus, a country whose
language was Russified by the Bolsheviks, to
Sweden, where up until the 1960s polite speaking
conventions required that one never use the word
“you.” “In this bubbly linguistic endeavor, journalist
and polyglot Dorren thoughtfully walks readers
through the weird evolution of languages”
(Publishers Weekly), and not just the usual
suspects—French, German, Yiddish, irish, and
Spanish, Here, too are the esoteric—Manx, Ossetian,
Esperanto, Gagauz, and Sami, and that global
headache called English. In its sixty bite-sized
chapters, Dorret offers quirky and hilarious tidbits of
illuminating facts, and also dispels long-held lingual
misconceptions (no, Eskimos do not have 100 words
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for snow). Guaranteed to change the way you think
about language, Lingo is a “lively and insightful . . .
unique, page-turning book” (Minneapolis Star
Tribune).
By 1979, we knew all that we know now about the
science of climate change - what was happening,
why it was happening, and how to stop it. Over the
next ten years, we had the very real opportunity to
stop it. Obviously, we failed.Nathaniel Rich's
groundbreaking account of that failure - and how
tantalizingly close we came to signing binding
treaties that would have saved us all before the fossil
fuels industry and politicians committed to antiscientific denialism - is already a journalistic
blockbuster, a full issue of the New York Times
Magazine that has earned favorable comparisons to
Rachel Carson's Silent Spring and John Hersey's
Hiroshima. Rich has become an instant, in-demand
expert and speaker. A major movie deal is already in
place. It is the story, perhaps, that can shift the
conversation.In the book Losing Earth, Rich is able
to provide more of the context for what did - and
didn't - happen in the 1980s and, more important, is
able to carry the story fully into the present day and
wrestle with what those past failures mean for us in
2019. It is not just an agonizing revelation of
historical missed opportunities, but a clear-eyed and
eloquent assessment of how we got to now, and
what we can and must do before it's truly too late.
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Children are already learning at birth, and they
develop and learn at a rapid pace in their early
years. This provides a critical foundation for lifelong
progress, and the adults who provide for the care
and the education of young children bear a great
responsibility for their health, development, and
learning. Despite the fact that they share the same
objective - to nurture young children and secure their
future success - the various practitioners who
contribute to the care and the education of children
from birth through age 8 are not acknowledged as a
workforce unified by the common knowledge and
competencies needed to do their jobs well.
Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth
Through Age 8 explores the science of child
development, particularly looking at implications for
the professionals who work with children. This report
examines the current capacities and practices of the
workforce, the settings in which they work, the
policies and infrastructure that set qualifications and
provide professional learning, and the government
agencies and other funders who support and
oversee these systems. This book then makes
recommendations to improve the quality of
professional practice and the practice environment
for care and education professionals. These detailed
recommendations create a blueprint for action that
builds on a unifying foundation of child development
and early learning, shared knowledge and
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competencies for care and education professionals,
and principles for effective professional learning.
Young children thrive and learn best when they have
secure, positive relationships with adults who are
knowledgeable about how to support their
development and learning and are responsive to
their individual progress. Transforming the
Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 8 offers
guidance on system changes to improve the quality
of professional practice, specific actions to improve
professional learning systems and workforce
development, and research to continue to build the
knowledge base in ways that will directly advance
and inform future actions. The recommendations of
this book provide an opportunity to improve the
quality of the care and the education that children
receive, and ultimately improve outcomes for
children.
This comprehensive Mandarin workbook can be
used with any textbook or on its own to dramatically
enhance your Mandarin speaking and listening skills.
No matter what textbook you're using to learn
Mandarin, it requires a lot of practice. Here is a
wealth of effective activities and drills—plus over 16
hours of audio recordings—to help you improve your
spoken Mandarin Chinese quickly and effectively.
This book follows the Basic Mandarin
Chinese—Speaking & Listening textbook but works
equally well with other coursebooks or on its own.
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The free disc contains hours of audio recording as
well as printable PDF files providing hundreds of
pages of extra practice exercises and activities.
Basic Mandarin Chinese—Speaking & Listening
Practice Book includes hundreds of carefully
designed activities to help you with every aspect of
your speaking skills, including: Pronunciation
exercises Vocabulary and Grammar summaries
Substitution drills Transformation and Response
drills Role Playing and Listening Comprehension
Dictation exercises Translation exercises The
downloadable audio includes: 16 hours of audio
recordings by native Mandarin speakers Printable
practice pages Printable exercises and activities
About the Basic Mandarin Chinese series:
Respected Chinese language educator Dr. Cornelius
Kubler has taught Mandarin Chinese to diplomats,
business people and students for several
decades—using an effective learning system with two
separate but integrated "tracks" to help you learn the
spoken and written forms of the language more
efficiently and more successfully. The materials in
this series have been acclaimed as a breakthrough
in Mandarin Chinese language learning.
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