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This detailed history traces how, rather than being a legacy of 'traditional’ forms of
sovereignty, practices of border control historically rose from attepmts to control Asian
migration around the Pacific in the 1880s.

This is a biography of a borderland between Russia and Poland, a region where, in
1925, people identified as Poles, Germans, Jews, Ukrainians, and Russians lived side
by side. Over the next three decades, this mosaic of cultures was modernized and
homogenized out of existence by the ruling might of the Soviet Union, then Nazi
Germany, and finally, Polish and Ukrainian nationalism. By the 1950s, this "no place"
emerged as a Ukrainian heartland, and the fertile mix of peoples that defined the region
was destroyed. Brown's study is grounded in the life of the village and shtetl, in the
personalities and small histories of everyday life in this area. In impressive detail, she
documents how these regimes, bureaucratically and then violently, separated, named,
and regimented this intricate community into distinct ethnic groups. Drawing on recently
opened archives, ethnography, and oral interviews that were unavailable a decade ago,
A Biography of No Place reveals Stalinist and Nazi history from the perspective of the
remote borderlands, thus bringing the periphery to the center of history. We are given,
in short, an intimate portrait of the ethnic purification that has marked all of Europe, as
well as a glimpse at the margins of twentieth-century "progress.” Table of Contents:
Glossary Introduction 1. Inventory 2. Ghosts in the Bathhouse 3. Moving Pictures 4.
The Power to Name 5. A Diary of Deportation 6. The Great Purges and the Rights of
Man 7. Deportee into Colonizer 8. Racial Hierarchies Epilogue: Shifting Borders,
Shifting Identities Notes Archival Sources Acknowledgments Index This is a biography
of a borderland between Russia and Poland, a region where, in 1925, people identified
as Poles, Germans, Jews, Ukrainians, and Russians lived side by side. Over the next
three decades, this mosaic of cultures was modernized and homogenized out of
existence by the ruling might of the Soviet Union, then Nazi Germany, and finally,
Polish and Ukrainian nationalism. By the 1950s, this "no place" emerged as a Ukrainian
heartland, and the fertile mix of peoples that defined the region was destroyed. Brown's
study is grounded in the life of the village and shtetl, in the personalities and small
histories of everyday life in this area. In impressive detail, she documents how these
regimes, bureaucratically and then violently, separated, named, and regimented this
intricate community into distinct ethnic groups. Drawing on recently opened archives,
ethnography, and oral interviews that were unavailable a decade ago, A Biography of
No Place reveals Stalinist and Nazi history from the perspective of the remote
borderlands, thus bringing the periphery to the center of history. Brown argues that
repressive national policies grew not out of chauvinist or racist ideas, but the very
instruments of modern governance - the census, map, and progressive social programs
- first employed by Bolshevik reformers in the western borderlands. We are given, in
short, an intimate portrait of the ethnic purification that has marked all of Europe, as
well as a glimpse at the margins of twentieth century "progress.” Kate Brown is
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Assistant Professor of History at University of Maryland, Baltimore County. A Biography
of No Place is one of the most original and imaginative works of history to emerge in
the western literature on the former Soviet Union in the last ten years.
Historiographically fearless, Kate Brown writes with elegance and force, turning this
history of a lost, but culturally rich borderland into a compelling narrative that serves as
a microcosm for understanding nation and state in the Twentieth Century. With
compassion and respect for the diverse people who inhabited this margin of territory
between Russia and Poland, Kate Brown restores the voices, memories, and humanity
of a people lost. --Lynne Viola, Professor of History, University of Toronto Samuel
Butler and Kate Brown have something in common. Both have written about Erewhon
with imagination and flair. | was captivated by the courage and enterprise behind this
book. Is there a way to write a history of events that do not make rational sense? Kate
Brown asks. She proceeds to give us a stunning answer. --Modris Eksteins, author of
Rites of Spring: The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age Kate Brown tells the
story of how succeeding regimes transformed a onetime multiethnic borderland into a
far more ethnically homogeneous region through their often murderous imperialist and
nationalist projects. She writes evocatively of the inhabitants' frequently challenged
identities and livelihoods and gives voice to their aspirations and laments, including
Poles, Ukrainians, Germans, Jews, and Russians. A Biography of No Place is a
provocative meditation on the meanings of periphery and center in the writing of history.
--Mark von Hagen, Professor of History, Columbia University
Indonesia is the world’s largest archipelago, encompassing nearly eighteen thousand
islands. The fourth-most populous nation in the world, it has a larger Muslim population
than any other. The Indonesia Reader is a unique introduction to this extraordinary
country. Assembled for the traveler, student, and expert alike, the Reader includes
more than 150 selections: journalists’ articles, explorers’ chronicles, photographs,
poetry, stories, cartoons, drawings, letters, speeches, and more. Many pieces are by
Indonesians; some are translated into English for the first time. All have introductions by
the volume’s editors. Well-known figures such as Indonesia’s acclaimed novelist
Pramoedya Ananta Toer and the American anthropologist Clifford Geertz are featured
alongside other artists and scholars, as well as politicians, revolutionaries, colonists,
scientists, and activists. Organized chronologically, the volume addresses early
Indonesian civilizations; contact with traders from India, China, and the Arab Middle
East; and the European colonization of Indonesia, which culminated in centuries of
Dutch rule. Selections offer insight into Japan’s occupation (1942-45), the
establishment of an independent Indonesia, and the post-independence era, from
Sukarno’s presidency (1945-67), through Suharto’s dictatorial regime (1967-98), to
the present Reformasi period. Themes of resistance and activism recur: in a book
excerpt decrying the exploitation of Java’s natural wealth by the Dutch; in the writing of
Raden Ajeng Kartini (1879-1904), a Javanese princess considered the icon of
Indonesian feminism; in a 1978 statement from East Timor objecting to annexation by
Indonesia; and in an essay by the founder of Indonesia’s first gay activist group. From
fifth-century Sanskrit inscriptions in stone to selections related to the 2002 Bali
bombings and the 2004 tsunami, The Indonesia Reader conveys the long history and
the cultural, ethnic, and ecological diversity of this far-flung archipelago nation.
At present, collecting and analyzing data from inside Myanmar remains notoriously
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difficult. There is, therefore, a non-Myanmar approach towards the majority of studies
on Myanmar. This is especially the case when dealing with informal or illegal trade
within the country’s territory. IRASEC and the Observatory on lllicit Trafficking wanted
to fill this gap by giving the floor to Professor Winston Set Aung, the founder and the
director of the Asia Development Research Institute, and director of the Asia Language
and Business Academy in Myanmar. He is also an MBA lecturer at the Institute of
Economics in Yangon and is involved in several international and regional research
programs in partnership with various research institutes including the Institute of Asian
Studies, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand; Tokyo University, Japan; and the Institute
for Security and Development Policy of Sweden, Stockholm Environmental Institute.
The focus of Professor Winston Set Aung'’s study is to provide a Myanmar-centric
perspective on informal or illegal trade. The author offers an analysis regarding the
process of informal exchanges through a pragmatic and non-contextualized critique.
The causes of informal and illegal exchanges are identified and described without
commenting on their origins. This intentional, measured, and calculated conservative
perspective enables us to think on how to best use these flows in the current political
situation in Myanmar. It seems therefore useful and relevant to make this data available
to our readers.
How has the concept of wild nature changed over the millennia? And what have been
the environmental consequences? In this broad-ranging book Max Oelschlaeger argues
that the idea of wilderness has reflected the evolving character of human existence
from Paleolithic times to the present day. An intellectual history, it draws together
evidence from philosophy, anthropology, theology, literature, ecology, cultural
geography, and archaeology to provide a new scientifically and philosophically informed
understanding of humankind's relationship to nature. Oelschlaeger begins by examining
the culture of prehistoric hunter-gatherers, whose totems symbolized the idea of
organic unity between humankind and wild nature, and idea that the author believes is
essential to any attempt to define human potential. He next traces how the
transformation of these hunter-gatherers into farmers led to a new awareness of
distinctions between humankind and nature, and how Hellenism and Judeo-Christianity
later introduced the unprecedented concept that nature was valueless until humanized.
Oelschlaeger discusses the concept of wilderness in relation to the rise of classical
science and modernism, and shows that opposition to "modernism" arose almost
immediately from scientific, literary, and philosophical communities. He provides new
and, in some cases, revisionist studies of the seminal American figures Thoreau, Muir,
and Leopold, and he gives fresh readings of America's two prodigious wilderness poets
Robinson Jeffers and Gary Snyder. He concludes with a searching look at the
relationship of evolutionary thought to our postmodern effort to reconceptualize
ourselves as civilized beings who remain, in some ways, natural animals.
By examining three centuries of history, this book shows how vital border regions have
been in shaping states and social contracts.
In the final volume of Asia Inside Out, a stellar interdisciplinary team of scholars shows
the ways that itinerant groups criss-crossing the continent have transformed their
culture and surroundings. Going beyond time and place, which animated the first two
books, this third one looks at human beings on the move.
A Shared Turn : Opium and the Rise of Prohibition -- The Different Lives of Southeast
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Asia's Opium Monopolies -- "Morally Wrecked" in British Burma, 1870s-1890s -- Fiscal
Dependency in British Malaya, 1890s-1920s -- Disastrous Abundance in French
Indochina, 1920s-1940s -- Colonial Legacies.
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The pilgrimage to Mecca, or Hajj, has been a yearly phenomenon of great importance
in Muslim lands for well over one thousand years. Each year, millions of pilgrims from
throughout the Dar al-Islam, or Islamic world, stretching from Morocco east to
Indonesia, make the trip to Mecca as one of the five pillars of their faith. By the end of
the nineteenth century, and the beginning of the twentieth, fully half of all pilgrims
making the journey in any given year could come from Southeast Asia. The Longest
Journey, spanning eleven modern nation-states and seven centuries, is the first book to
offer a history of the Hajj from one of Islam's largest and most important regions.
This updated edition examines the rise of fundamentalist Islam in Indonesia and asks
why the country's democratic aspirations have yet to be realized.
Over the course of the half century from 1865 to 1915, the British and Dutch delineated
colonial spheres, in the process creating new frontiers. This book analyzes the
development of these frontiers in Insular Southeast Asia as well as the accompanying
smuggling activities of the opium traders, currency runners, and human traffickers who
pierced such newly drawn borders with growing success. The book presents a history
of the evolution of this 3000-km frontier, and then inquires into the smuggling of
contraband: who smuggled and why, what routes were favored, and how effectively the
British and Dutch were able to enforce their economic, moral, and political will.
Examining the history of states and smugglers playing off one another within a hidden
but powerful economy of forbidden cargoes, the book also offers new insights into the
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modern political economies of Southeast Asia.
A Mon-Khmer Comparative Dictionary is the magnum opus of Professor Harry L.
Shorto (1919-1995), formerly Professor of Mon-Khmer Studies in the University of
London, School of Oriental and African Studies, until his retirement in 1984. He is the
author of two standard reference works, A Dictionary of Modern Spoken Mon (1962)
and the highly respected author of the standard reference to epigraphic Mon - A
Dictionary of the Mon Inscriptions (1971) - as well as the classic dictionary. Shorto held
the Chair in Mon-Khmer Studies. The MKCD is Shorto's grand synthesis of seventy
years of historical and comparative research on the Mon-Khmer languages. Meant to
be published in the early 1980s, Shorto's manuscript was rediscovered by his daughter
Anna, and has been carefully edited in line with the author's intentions. The MKCD
presents 2,246 etymologies with almost 30,000 lexical citations; even today, it is the
most extensive analysis of Mon-Khmer to appear since Wilhelm Schmidt laid the
foundations of comparative Mon-Khmer exactly 100 years ago with the Grundztige
einer Lautlehre der Mon-Khmer-Sprachen (1905) and Die Mon-Khmer-Voélker (1906). A
Mon-Khmer Comparative Dictionary includes numerous Munda, Austronesian, Thai,
Burmese and Chinese lexical comparisons. It is an incomparable resource for studying
Southeast Asia's rich legacy of language contact, and for investigating distant genetic
relations with its largest, oldest language family. Clearly establishing the terms of
reference for future discussion of Mon-Khmer etymology, Shorto's MKCD joins such
defining works as Emeneau and Burrow's A Dravidian Etymological Dictionary (1961)
and Turner's A Comparative Dictionary of the Indo-Aryan Languages (1966-85) in the
canon of 20th century comparative linguistics.
BIRTH CONTROL, CONTRACEPTION, FAMILY PLANNING. Heralded as the catalyst
of the sexual revolution and the solution to global overpopulation, the contraceptive pill
was one of the twentieth century's most important inventions. It has not only
transformed the lives of millions of women but has also pushed the limits of drug
monitoring and regulation across the world. This deeply-researched new history of the
oral contraceptive shows how its development and use have raised crucial questions
about the relationship between science, medicine, technology, and society. Lara Marks
explores the reasons why the pill took so long to be developed and explains why it did
not prove to be the social panacea envisioned by its inventors. Unacceptable to the
Catholic Church, rejected by countries such as India and Japan, too expensive for
women in poor countries, it has, more recently, been linked to cardiovascular problems.
Fluid Iron is the first extended treatment of state formation in Southeast Asia from early
to contemporary times and the first book-length analysis of Western historical and
ethnographic writing on the region. It includes critical assessments of the work of
Clifford Geertz, O.W. Wolters, Benedict Anderson, and other major scholars who have
written on early, colonial, and modern Southeast Asian history and culture. Making use
of the ideas of Weber, Marx, Foucault, and postmodern and postcolonial theory, Tony
Day argues that culture must be restored to the study of Southeast Asian history so that
the state and historical developments in the region can be returned to their own
"alternative" historical contexts and trajectories. He employs a wide range of
contemporary scholarship, as well as Southeast Asian literary and historical texts,
inscriptions, and temples to explore the kinds of concepts and practices--kinship
networks, cosmologies, gender identities, bureaucracies, rituals, violence and
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aesthetics--that have been used for centuries to build states.Highly readable and
accessibly written, Fluid Iron demonstrates that Southeast Asian state building has
taken place in a part of the world that has always been a crossroads of cultural and
transcultural change. Day urges Southeast Asians to learn more about the history of
their own state formations so they can safeguard not only human freedom, but also the
“incongruity” of their unique region in the years ahead.

Smuggling along the Chinese coast has been a thorn in the side of many
regimes. From opium and weapons concealed aboard foreign steamships in the
Qing dynasty to nylon stockings and wristwatches trafficked in the People’s
Republic, contests between state and smuggler have exerted a surprising but
crucial influence on the political economy of modern China. Seeking to
consolidate domestic authority and confront foreign challenges, states introduced
tighter regulations, higher taxes, and harsher enforcement. These interventions
sparked widespread defiance, triggering further coercive measures. Smuggling
simultaneously threatened the state’s power while inviting repression that
strengthened its authority. Philip Thai chronicles the vicissitudes of smuggling in
modern China—its practice, suppression, and significance—to demonstrate the
intimate link between illicit coastal trade and the amplification of state power.
China’s War on Smuggling shows that the fight against smuggling was not a
simple law enforcement problem but rather an impetus to centralize authority and
expand economic controls. The smuggling epidemic gave Chinese states pretext
to define legal and illegal behavior, and the resulting constraints on consumption
and movement remade everyday life for individuals, merchants, and
communities. Drawing from varied sources such as legal cases, customs
records, and popular press reports and including diverse perspectives from
political leaders, frontline enforcers, organized traffickers, and petty runners, Thai
uncovers how different regimes policed maritime trade and the unintended
consequences their campaigns unleashed. China’'s War on Smuggling traces
how defiance and repression redefined state power, offering new insights into
modern Chinese social, legal, and economic history.

A groundbreaking investigation of how illicit commerce is changing the world by
transforming economies, reshaping politics, and capturing governments.In this
fascinating and comprehensive examination of the underside of globalization,
Moises Naim illuminates the struggle between traffickers and the hamstrung
bureaucracies trying to control them. From illegal migrants to drugs to weapons
to laundered money to counterfeit goods, the black market produces enormous
profits that are reinvested to create new businesses, enable terrorists, and even
to take over governments. Naim reveals the inner workings of these amazingly
efficient international organizations and shows why it is so hard — and so
necessary to contain them. Riveting and deeply informed, lllicit will change how
you see the world around you.

Situated along the line that divides the rich ecologies of Asia and Australia, the
Indonesian archipelago is a hotbed for scientific exploration, and scientists from
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around the world have made key discoveries there. But why do the names of
Indonesia’s own scientists rarely appear in the annals of scientific history? In
The Floracrats Andrew Goss examines the professional lives of Indonesian
naturalists and biologists, to show what happens to science when a powerful
state becomes its greatest, and indeed only, patron. With only one purse to pay
for research, Indonesia’s scientists followed a state agenda focused mainly on
exploiting the country’s most valuable natural resources—above all its major
export crops: quinine, sugar, coffee, tea, rubber, and indigo. The result was a
class of botanic bureaucrats that Goss dubs the “floracrats.” Drawing on
archives and oral histories, he shows how these scientists strove for the
Enlightenment ideal of objective, universal, and useful knowledge, even as they
betrayed that ideal by failing to share scientific knowledge with the general public.
With each chapter, Goss details the phases of power and the personalities in
Indonesia that have struggled with this dilemma, from the early colonial era,
through independence, to the modern Indonesian state. Goss shows just how
limiting dependence on an all-powerful state can be for a scientific community, no
matter how idealistic its individual scientists may be.

This handbook offers a comprehensive survey of interdisciplinary research
related to smuggling, reflecting on key themes, and charting current and future
trends. The volume covers themes such as mobility, borders, violent conflict, and
state politics, as well as looking at the smuggling of specific goods.

Secret Trades, Porous BordersSmuggling and States Along a Southeast Asian
Frontier, 1865-1915Yale University Press

The illicit antiquities market is fueled by a well-documented rise in looting at
archaeological sites and a fear that the proceeds of such looting may be
financing terrorism or rogue states. In this report, the authors compile evidence
from numerous open sources to outline the major policy-relevant characteristics
of that market and to propose the way forward for developing policies intended to
disrupt illicit networks.

Asia Inside Out reveals the dynamic forces that have linked regions of the
world’s largest continent. Connected Places, the second of three volumes,
highlights the flows of goods, ideas, and people across natural and political
boundaries and illustrates the confluence of factors in the historical construction
of place and space.

Winner, Jim Parish Award for Documentation and Publication of Local and
Regional History, Webb County Heritage Foundation, 2015 Present-day
smuggling across the U.S.-Mexico border is a professional, often violent, criminal
activity. However, it is only the latest chapter in a history of illicit business
dealings that stretches back to 1848, when attempts by Mexico and the United
States to tax commerce across the Rio Grande upset local trade and caused
popular resentment. Rather than acquiesce to what they regarded as arbitrary
trade regulations, borderlanders continued to cross goods and accepted many

forms of smuggling as just. In Border Contraband, George T. Diaz provides the
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first history of the common, yet little studied, practice of smuggling across the
U.S.-Mexico border. In Part I, he examines the period between 1848 and 1910,
when the United States' and Mexico's trade concerns focused on tariff collection
and on borderlanders' attempts to avoid paying tariffs by smuggling. Part Il
begins with the onset of the Mexican Revolution in 1910, when national customs
and other security forces on the border shifted their emphasis to the interdiction
of prohibited items (particularly guns and drugs) that threatened the state. Diaz's
pioneering research explains how greater restrictions have transformed
smuggling from a low-level mundane activity, widely accepted and still routinely

practiced, into a highly profitable professional criminal enterprise.

From about 1600 to 1800, the Qing empire of China expanded to unprecedented size. Through
astute diplomacy, economic investment, and a series of ambitious military campaigns into the
heart of Central Eurasia, the Manchu rulers defeated the Zunghar Mongols, and brought all of
modern Xinjiang and Mongolia under their control, while gaining dominant influence in Tibet.
The China we know is a product of these vast conquests. Peter C. Perdue chronicles this little-
known story of China's expansion into the northwestern frontier. Unlike previous Chinese
dynasties, the Qing achieved lasting domination over the eastern half of the Eurasian
continent. Rulers used forcible repression when faced with resistance, but also aimed to win
over subject peoples by peaceful means. They invested heavily in the economic and
administrative development of the frontier, promoted trade networks, and adapted ceremonies
to the distinct regional cultures. Perdue thus illuminates how China came to rule Central
Eurasia and how it justifies that control, what holds the Chinese nation together, and how its
relations with the Islamic world and Mongolia developed. He offers valuable comparisons to
other colonial empires and discusses the legacy left by China's frontier expansion. The Beijing
government today faces unrest on its frontiers from peoples who reject its autocratic rule. At
the same time, China has launched an ambitious development program in its interior that in
many ways echoes the old Qing policies. China Marches West is a tour de force that will
fundamentally alter the way we understand Central Eurasia.

Pearls, People, and Power is the first book to examine the trade, distribution, production, and
consumption of pearls and mother-of-pearl in the global Indian Ocean over more than five
centuries. While scholars have long recognized the importance of pearling to the social,
cultural, and economic practices of both coastal and inland areas, the overwhelming majority
have confined themselves to highly localized or at best regional studies of the pearl trade. By
contrast, this book stresses how pearling and the exchange in pearl shell were interconnected
processes that brought the ports, islands, and coasts into close relation with one another,
creating dense networks of connectivity that were not necessarily circumscribed by local,
regional, or indeed national frames. Essays from a variety of disciplines address the role of
slaves and indentured workers in maritime labor arrangements, systems of bondage and
transoceanic migration, the impact of European imperialism on regional and local communities,
commodity flows and networks of exchange, and patterns of marine resource exploitation
between the Industrial Revolution and Great Depression. By encompassing the geographical,
cultural, and thematic diversity of Indian Ocean pearling, Pearls, People, and Power deepens
our appreciation of the underlying historical dynamics of the many worlds of the Indian Ocean.
Contributors: Robert Carter, William G. Clarence-Smith, Joseph Christensen, Matthew S.
Hopper, Pedro Machado, Julia T. Martinez, Michael McCarthy, Jonathan Miran, Steve Mullins,
Karl Neuenfeldt, Samuel M. Ostroff, and James Francis Warren.

The third and final volume of Asia Inside Out, Itinerant People focuses on the idea of
"Diasporic Asia" - the meanings of the movement of people, past and present. Which specific
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groups and communities linked the trading empires of the South China Coast, South Asia, and
the Middle East ? Who actually traveled in the ships, and who travels in our modern jumbo
jets? The authors consider the varied experiences of important mobile ethnic groups and their
modern descendants. It is no accident that many of the descendants of these traveling
communities can still be found around the rim of the Indian Ocean - and that many have
seeped up into the land- and sea-scapes of the South China coast. The book explores the
transient histories of "people on the move," through voluntary or involuntary circulation, either
part of chosen paths (such as migration) or the radials of coerced journeys (such as slavery, or
the dislocations wrought by conflict). The fluidity of human movement has acted to render the
evolution of "Asia" more complex, both reinforcing older connections across time and space
and forging new connections.--

This study shows that migrant smuggling routes affect every part of the world. It is based on an
extensive review of existing data and literature. The study presents detailed information about
key smuggling routes, such as the magnitude, the profiles of smugglers and smuggled
migrants, the modus operandi of smugglers and the risks that smuggled migrants face. It
shows that smugglers use land, air and sea routes - and combinations of those - in their quest
to profit from people's desire to improve their lives. Smugglers also expose migrants to a range
of risks; violence, theft, exploitation, sexual violence, kidnapping and even death along many
routes.

Recovering lost voices and exploring issues intimate and institutional, this sweeping
examination of Spanish California illuminates Indian struggles against a confining colonial
order and amidst harrowing depopulation. To capture the enormous challenges Indians
confronted, Steven W. Hackel integrates textual and quantitative sources and weaves together
analyses of disease and depopulation, marriage and sexuality, crime and punishment, and
religious, economic, and political change. As colonization reduced their numbers and remade
California, Indians congregated in missions, where they forged communities under Franciscan
oversight. Yet missions proved disastrously unhealthful and coercive, as Franciscans sought
control over Indians' beliefs and instituted unfamiliar systems of labor and punishment. Even
so, remnants of Indian groups still survived when Mexican officials ended Franciscan rule in
the 1830s. Many regained land and found strength in ancestral cultures that predated the
Spaniards' arrival. At this study's heart are the dynamic interactions in and around Mission San
Carlos Borromeo between Monterey region Indians (the Children of Coyote) and Spanish
missionaries, soldiers, and settlers. Hackel places these local developments in the context of
the California mission system and draws comparisons between California and other areas of
the Spanish Borderlands and colonial America. Concentrating on the experiences of the
Costanoan and Esselen peoples during the colonial period, Children of Coyote concludes with
an epilogue that carries the story of their survival to the present day.

America is a smuggler nation. Our long history of illicit imports has ranged from West Indies
molasses and Dutch gunpowder in the 18th century, to British industrial technologies and
African slaves in the 19th century, to French condoms and Canadian booze in the early 20th
century, to Mexican workers and Colombian cocaine in the modern era. Contraband
capitalism, it turns out, has been an integral part of American capitalism. Providing a sweeping
narrative history from colonial times to the present, Smuggler Nation is the first book to retell
the story of America--and of its engagement with its neighbors and the rest of the world--as a
series of highly contentious battles over clandestine commerce. As Peter Andreas
demonstrates in this provocative and fascinating account, smuggling has played a pivotal and
too often overlooked role in America's birth, westward expansion, and economic development,
while anti-smuggling campaigns have dramatically enhanced the federal government's policing
powers. The great irony, Andreas tells us, is that a country that was born and grew up through

smuggling is today the world's leading anti-smuggling crusader. In tracing America's long and
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often tortuous relationship with the murky underworld of smuggling, Andreas provides a much-
needed antidote to today's hyperbolic depictions of out-of-control borders and growing global
crime threats. Urgent calls by politicians and pundits to regain control of the nation's borders
suffer from a severe case of historical amnesia, nostalgically implying that they were ever
actually under control. This is pure mythology, says Andreas. For better and for worse,
America's borders have always been highly porous. Far from being a new and unprecedented
danger to America, the illicit underside of globalization is actually an old American tradition. As
Andreas shows, it goes back not just decades but centuries. And its impact has been decidedly
double-edged, not only subverting U.S. laws but also helping to fuel America's evolution from a
remote British colony to the world's pre-eminent superpower.

America is the first world power to inhabit an immense land mass open at both ends to the
world’s two largest oceans—the Atlantic and the Pacific. This gives America a great competitive
advantage often overlooked by Atlanticists, whose focus remains overwhelmingly fixed on
America’s relationship with Europe. Bruce Cumings challenges the Atlanticist perspective in
this innovative new history, arguing that relations with Asia influenced our history greatly.
Cumings chronicles how the movement westward, from the Middle West to the Pacific, has
shaped America’s industrial, technological, military, and global rise to power. He unites
domestic and international history, international relations, and political economy to
demonstrate how technological change and sharp economic growth have created a truly
bicoastal national economy that has led the world for more than a century. Cumings
emphasizes the importance of American encounters with Mexico, the Philippines, and the
nations of East Asia. The result is a wonderfully integrative history that advances a strong
argument for a dual approach to American history incorporating both Atlanticist and Pacificist
perspectives.

This collection of twenty essays provides an unprecedented overview of Chinese trade through
the centuries, highlighting its scope, diversity, complexity, and the commodities that have
linked it with Southeast Asia.

To be civilized involves, among other things, making, using, and buying objects. Although
speculation on the significance of objects often tends to be casual, there are
professionals--anthropologists, historians, semioticians, Marxists, sociologists, and
psychologists--who analyze material culture in a systematic way and attempt to elicit from it
reliable information about people, societies, and cultures. One reason that analyzing objects
has been problematical for scholars is the lack of a sound methodology governing
multidisciplinary research. Reading Matter addresses this problem by defining a
comprehensive set of methodological approaches that can be used to analyze and interpret
material culture and relate it to personality and society.Berger offers discussions of the main
concepts found in semiotic, historical, anthropological, psychoanalytic, Marxist, and
sociological analysis. He provides practical descriptions of the working methods of each
discipline and demarcates their special areas of investigation. Berger's lively discussions
include a wealth of illustrative examples that help to clarify the complex and often difficult
theories that underlie interpretations of material culture. In the second part of his analysis,
Berger uses these disciplines to investigate one subject--fashion and an important aspect of
fashion, blue jeans, and what the author calls the denimization phenomenon. Here he shows
how different methods of reading material culture end up with different perspectives on
things--even when they are dealing with the same topic.The author's focus is on the material
culture of post-literate societies and cultures, both contemporary and historical. This
comparative approach enables the reader to trace the evolution of objects from past to present
or to see how American artifacts spread to different cultures, acquiring a wholly new meaning
in the process. Reading Matter is an important contribution to the study of popula

Drawing on in-depth research in the Philippines, this book reveals how local forms of political
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and economic monopoly may thrive under conditions of democracy and capitalist development.
The contributors to this book emphasize a mix of heritage and history as the primary leitmotif
for contemporary border rivalries and dynamics. Whether the region's 11 states want it or not,
their bordered identity is falling into ever sharper definition-if only because of pressure from
extraregional states. Chapters are organized by country to elicit a broad range of thought and
approach as much as for the specific areas or nation-states examined in each chapter. This
book aims to provide new ways of looking at the reality and illusion of bordered Southeast
Asia.Edited by James Clad, Sean M. McDonald, and Bruce Vaughn, with contributions from:
Zachary Abuza, Richard P. Cronin, David Lee, Rhoda Margesson, Dick K. Nanto, Patricia
O'Brien, David Rosenberg, Carlyle A. Thayer, Michael Wood.

Among the groups of workers whose labour built Singapore in the 20th century were women
who travelled from China and Japan to work in Singapore as prostitutes. This study explores
the trade in women and children in Asia, and looks at the daily lives of prostitutes in the
colonial city.
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