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In this lively history of writing, six goofy birds - a penguin, two toucans, an owl and two
chickens - team up to tour the world of writing: how it developed, where alphabets came
from, and the origins of international languages such as Latin, Esperanto and Morse
Code. They begin their time-travelling journey in 4000 BCE with the Sumerians, who
invented pictograms out of the necessity to keep trading records. One of the toucans
flies on a kite tail to China to learn about characters, the penguin walks like an Egyptian
in full headdress across the desert sands to uncover hieroglyphs, and then there's a
mad rush of characters who pass the idea of an alphabet around Europe and the Near
East. Illustrated in full colour, Write Around the World includes light-hearted and
informative sections on the world's alphabets, languages, handwriting, calligraphy,
typefaces and punctuation, icons, and secret codes as well as a glossary of important
words.
WHAT MAKES US HAPPY? BILL BAILEY PLAYS CRAZY GOLF AND HUGS TREES
TO FIND OUT. 'A warm, funny read, full of personal anecdotes and love letters to
things that bring Bill Bailey pleasure' Sunday Mirror 'Very thoughtful and written in a
delightfully humorous and accessible way... Guaranteed to make [you] smile' Daily
Express Is there a knack to being happy? From paddle-boarding down the Thames in a
Santa hat, to wild swimming in a glacial river and cooking sausages on a campfire, Bill
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revels in the exhilaration of the outdoors, as well as the quieter pleasures of letterwriting, or of simple reflection. In this beautiful and uplifting book, Bill Bailey explores all
this and more while delving into the nature of happiness, all in his own, remarkable,
way. Packed with wisdom and humour, and with delightful illustrations by the comedian
himself, Bill Bailey aims for the heart of pure joy and contentment - and how we can all
achieve it. *Bill Bailey will be dancing on Strictly Come Dancing from 17th October
2020*
THE RECORD-BREAKING NUMBER ONE BESTSELLER FROM THE UK'S
BESTSELLING NON-FICTION AUTHOR. Discover all the weird and wonderful things
that go on inside your body with Adam Kay. Covers key stage 2 / 3 human biology
syllabus (in a slightly repulsive way). 'Hilarious and fascinating! I wish Adam had been
my biology teacher' - Konnie Huq Do you ever think about your body and how it all
works? Like really properly think about it? The human body is extraordinary and
fascinating and, well . . . pretty weird. Yours is weird, mine is weird, your maths
teacher's is even weirder. This book is going to tell you what's actually going on in
there, and answer the really important questions, like: Are bogeys safe to eat? Look, if
your nose is going to all that effort of creating a snack, the least we can do is check out
its nutritional value. (Yes, they're safe. Chew away!) And how much of your life will you
spend on the toilet? About a year - so bring a good book. (I recommend this one.) So sit
back, relax, put on some rubber gloves, and let a doctor take you on a poo (and puke)
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filled tour of your insides. Welcome to Kay's Anatomy*. *a fancy word for your body.
See, you're learning already. 'The sort of book I would have loved as a child' - Malorie
Blackman 'Like listening to a teacher who makes pupils fall about' - The Times
'Absolutely packed with facts... Entertaining and highly informative' - Daily Mail 'As
brilliant, and revolting, as the human body it celebrates' - The i newspaper 'Totally
brilliant!' - Jacqueline Wilson 'If only this funny and informative book had been around
when I was too embarrassed to teach my kids about bodily functions' - David Baddiel
From the author of BETWEEN THE STOPS and TOKSVIG'S ALMANAC Sandi Toksvig
- broadcaster, writer, actor and seeker of all things whimsical - has turned her probing
mind to many of the most intriguing questions of our times in the pages of the Sunday
Telegraph for many years. Now, for the very first time, these musings have been
collected in one hilarious collection. In The Chain of Curiosity, Sandi takes the reader
on a side-splitting journey through life's peculiarities in a book packed with wit, wisdom
and wonderment. From pondering the joys of World Pencil Day to examining the
intricacies of applause etiquette, and from tip-toeing around the delicate art of school
report vocabulary to researching the oddest way to meet a sticky end, the tickling tidbits
and intriguing revelations contained within the book will delight Sandi's fans, both old
and new.
Linda Silver selected the titles that "represent the best in writing, illustration, reader
appeal, and authentically Jewish content--in picture books, fiction and non-fiction, for
Page 3/28

Read Book Sandi Toksvigs Guide To France
readers ranging from early childhood through the high school years."--P. [4] of cover.
Choosing and Using Fiction and Non-Fiction 3-11 is a guide for primary teachers to the
many kinds of texts children encounter, use and enjoy in their nursery and primary
school years, providing an invaluable insight into the literature available. Addressing
important issues and allowing for the voices of teachers, reviewers and children to be
heard, it contains suggestions of best practice which offer a more creative approach to
learning. Including both fiction and non-fiction, with genres ranging from picture books
to biographies, this fully updated second edition features: New coverage on recent
books Discussion of new changes in concepts of literacy, particularly focused on
technological advances in moving image media and virtual worlds The balance
between print and screen-based texts on developing children’s visual and multi modal
literacy Annotated booklists for each genre for different age groups New sections on
equality, diversity and translation Exploring fiction, non-fiction and poetry, Choosing and
Using Fiction and Non-Fiction 3-11 is an invaluable resource, supporting teachers as
they help children on their journey to becoming insightful and critical readers of nonfiction, and sensitive and reflective readers of fiction.
'The most important book about the second half of your life you'll ever read. I wish
everyone in the UK could be under Dr Lucy's care, but this is the next best thing' SANDI
TOKSVIG 'This warm and compassionate book gets to the heart of older age. Using
stories and accessible explanations, it covers issues of declining health, quality of life
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and choices about the things that matter most' THE BRITISH GERIATRICS SOCIETY
____ Now more than ever, we need to talk about getting older. Many of us are living to
a very great age. But how do we give those we love, and eventually ourselves, long
lives that are as happy and healthy as possible? Dr Lucy's book gives us answers to
the questions we can voice - and those that we can't. A long life should be embraced
and celebrated, but it's not all easy. Yet even the most challenging situation can be
helped by the right conversation. How do we start? · How do we ask whether it's worth
taking seven different medicines? · Is it normal to find you're falling out of love with
someone, as they disappear into dementia? · Should Dad be driving, and if not, who
can stop him? · What are the secrets of the best care homes? · When does fierce
independence become bad behaviour? · How do you navigate near-impossible
discussions around resuscitation and intensity of treatments? · And who decides what
happens when we become ill? Serious, funny, kind and knowledgeable, this readable
book helps guide us through essential conversations about getting older that go straight
to the heart of what matters most. ____ 'Dr Pollock writes with spirit and empathy,
making this an engaging and thought-provoking read' Sunday Express 'Serious, funny,
kind and knowledgeable, this book helps guide us through essential conversations
about issues of getting older' Eastern Daily Press 'Wise, compassionate, well
researched and very broad in its coverage. I've learnt a lot that will help me both as a
doctor and a patient. Thank you' Dr Phil Hammond 'Terrific . . . I suggest we all get a
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copyof Dr Lucy's book' Evening Standard 'Interesting and engaging . . . The tone
throughout is warm and friendly, even as serious and dark subjects are under
discussion. It is an important book' Irish Times
“A truly outstanding novel.”—Heather Morris, #1 bestselling author of The Tattooist of
Auschwitz “Emotional and powerful.”—Pam Jenoff, New York Times bestselling author
of The Lost Girls of Paris From New York Times bestselling author Karen Robards
comes one of the most anticipated novels of the summer… A world at war. A beautiful
young star. A mission no one expected. Paris, 1944 Celebrated singer Genevieve
Dumont is both a star and a smokescreen. An unwilling darling of the Nazis, the
chanteuse’s position of privilege allows her to go undetected as an ally to the
resistance. When her estranged mother, Lillian de Rocheford, is captured by Nazis,
Genevieve knows it won’t be long before the Gestapo succeeds in torturing information
out of Lillian that will derail the upcoming allied invasion. The resistance movement is
tasked with silencing her by any means necessary—including assassination. But
Genevieve refuses to let her mother become yet one more victim of the war. Reuniting
with her long-lost sister, she must find a way to navigate the perilous cross-currents of
Occupied France undetected—and in time to save Lillian’s life. For fans of The
Nightingale, The Women in the Castle and The Lost Girls of Paris, this exquisite novel
illuminates three women’s strength, courage and capacity for unconditional love.

From HRH Princess Michael of Kent, bestselling author of The Queen of Four
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Kingdoms, comes the extraordinary second volume in the Anjou trilogy. Yolande,
the Queen of Four Kingdoms is dead. Agnès Sorel, beautiful, innocent, twenty
years old, had arrived a year earlier with the court of Yolande's son, René
D'Anjou, and remained with his mother at her request, knowing how much the
King of France, her dissolute son-in-law Charles VII, would need wise guidance.
As a trusted confidant of Yolande, Agnès captivates everyone she meets, and in
her role as a demoiselle to René's wife, Isabelle of Lorraine, Agnès finds herself
firmly ensconced in the royal court. Soon though, whispers at court regarding
Charles's burgeoning feelings for her begin to grow, and despite her best efforts
to resist, Agnès is alarmed to discover that she too is in love. Plagued by guilt but
unable to deny her feelings for the King, Agnès is forced to choose between her
love for Charles, and her duty to herself . . . Praise for The Queen of Four
Kingdoms: 'Meticulously researched and powerfully evoked.' Philippa Gregory
'Takes the reader to the heart of this glamorous, dangerous world, and holds
them spellbound. I loved it.' Julian Fellowes 'Riveting . . . spellbinding.' Mail on
Sunday 'A page-turning blend of epic battles, betrayal, seduction and heroism.'
Hello
The Methuen Drama Guide to Contemporary British Playwrights is an
authoritative guide to the work of twenty-five playwrights who have risen to
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prominence since the 1980s. Written by an international team of scholars, it will
be invaluable to anyone interested in, studying or teaching contemporary drama.
Among the many playwrights whose work is examined are Sarah Daniels, Terry
Johnson, Martin Crimp, Sarah Kane, Anthony Neilson, Mark Ravenhill, Simon
Stephens, Debbie Tucker Green, Tanika Gupta and Richard Bean. Each essay
features: A biographical sketch and introduction to the playwright A discussion of
their most important plays An analysis of their stylistic and thematic traits, the
critical reception and their place in the discourses of British theatre A bibliography
of texts and critical material
“The French Revolution comes alive through the eyes of six diverse and complex
women, in the skilled hands of these amazing authors.”--Martha Hall Kelly, New
York Times bestselling author of Lilac Girls Six bestselling and award-winning
authors bring to life a breathtaking epic novel illuminating the hopes, desires, and
destinies of princesses and peasants, harlots and wives, fanatics and
philosophers—six unforgettable women whose paths cross during one of the most
tumultuous and transformative events in history: the French Revolution. Ribbons
of Scarlet is a timely story of the power of women to start a revolution—and
change the world. In late eighteenth-century France, women do not have a place
in politics. But as the tide of revolution rises, women from gilded salons to the
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streets of Paris decide otherwise—upending a world order that has long
oppressed them. Blue-blooded Sophie de Grouchy believes in democracy,
education, and equal rights for women, and marries the only man in Paris who
agrees. Emboldened to fight the injustices of King Louis XVI, Sophie aims to
prove that an educated populace can govern itself--but one of her students, fruitseller Louise Audu, is hungrier for bread and vengeance than learning. When the
Bastille falls and Louise leads a women’s march to Versailles, the monarchy is
forced to bend, but not without a fight. The king’s pious sister Princess Elisabeth
takes a stand to defend her brother, spirit her family to safety, and restore the old
order, even at the risk of her head. But when fanatics use the newspapers to
twist the revolution’s ideals into a new tyranny, even the women who toppled the
monarchy are threatened by the guillotine. Putting her faith in the pen, brilliant
political wife Manon Roland tries to write a way out of France’s blood-soaked
Reign of Terror while pike-bearing Pauline Leon and steely Charlotte Corday
embrace violence as the only way to save the nation. With justice corrupted by
revenge, all the women must make impossible choices to survive--unless unlikely
heroine and courtesan’s daughter Emilie de Sainte-Amaranthe can sway the
man who controls France’s fate: the fearsome Robespierre.
How much cheese does the average French person eat each year? What do you
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do if someone gives you la bise? How many elephants are the same weight as
the Eiffel Tower? What year did France last win the football World Cup? If you
don't know the answers to these questions, then this is the book for you! Sandi
Toksvig, seasoned traveller and presenter of Radio Four's popular Excess
Baggage programme, is the perfect tour guide in this French travel companion
with a difference! Packed full of fun, jokes and tons of information as well as
games, stickers and space for you to write your own travel journal, it will keep
any young globetrotter occupied for hours.
'Fierce, funny and long overdue - I read this book out loud to anyone who'd
listen.' Adam Kay 'Toksvig's Almanac is intended merely as a starting point for
your own discoveries. Find a fabulous (or infamous) woman mentioned and,
please, go looking for more of her story. The names mentioned are merely
temptations. Amuse-bouches for the mind, if you like. How I would have loved to
have written out in detail each tale there is to be told, but then this book would
have been too heavy to lift.' Let Sandi Toksvig guide you on an eclectic meander
through the calendar, illuminating neglected corners of history to tell tales of the
fascinating figures you didn't learn about at school. From revolutionary women to
serial killers, pirate nuns to pioneering civil rights activists, doctors to dancing
girls, artists to astronauts, these pages commemorate women from all around the
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world who were pushed to the margins of historical record. Amuse your bouche
with: Belle Star, American Bandit Queen Lady Murasaki, author of the world's first
novel Madame Ching, the most successful pirate of all time Maud Wagner, the
first female tattoo artist Begum Samru, Indian dancer and ruler who led an army
of mercenaries Inês de Castro, crowned Queen Consort of Portugal six years
after her death Ida B. Wells, activist, suffragist, journalist and co-founder of the
NAACP Eleanor G. Holm, disqualified from the 1936 Berlin Olympics for drinking
too much champagne These stories are interspersed with helpful tips for the
year, such as the month in which one is most likely to be eaten by a wolf, and the
best time to sharpen your sickle. Explore a host of annual events worth travelling
for, from the Olney Pancake Race in Wiltshire to the Danish Herring Festival, or
who would want to miss Serbia's World Testicle Cooking Championship? As witty
and entertaining as it is instructive, Toksvig's Almanac is an essential companion
to each day of the year.
Historical fiction set in France during WW II. An addictive look at the French
Resistance through the eyes of two members who become lovers. The novel
captivates from the first and is a beautifully written must-read.
How are great turning points in history experienced by individuals? As Britain
pulls away from Europe great British writers come together to give voice to their
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innermost feelings. These writers include novelists, writers of books for children,
of comic books, humourists, historians, biographers, nature writers, film writers,
travel writers, writers young and old and from an extraordinary range of
backgrounds. Most are famous perhaps because they have won the Booker or
other literary prizes, written bestsellers, changed the face of popular culture or
sold millions of records. Others are not yet household names but write with depth
of insight and feeling. There is some extraordinary writing in this book. Some of
these pieces are expressions of love of particular places in Europe. Some are
true stories, some nostalgic, some hopeful. Some are cries of pain. There are
hilarious pieces. There are cries of pain and regret. Some pieces are quietly
devastating. All are passionate. Conceived as a love letter to Europe, this book
may also help reawaken love for Britain. It shows the unique richness and
diversity of British cultures, a multitude of voices in harmony. Contributors
include: Hugh Aldersey-Williams, Philip Ardagh, Jake Arnott, Patricia Atkinson,
Paul Atterbury, Richard Beard, Mary Beard, Don Boyd, Melvyn Bragg, Gyles
Brandreth, Kathleen Burke, James Buxton, Philip Carr, Brian Catling, Shami
Chakrabarti, Chris Cleave, Mark Cocker, Peter Conradi , Heather Cooper, Frank
Cottrell-Boyce, Roger Crowley, David Crystal, William Dalrymple, Lindsey
Davies, Margaret Drabble, Mark Ellen, Richard Evans, Michel Faber, Sebastian
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Faulks, Ranulph Fiennes, Robert Fox, James Fox, Neil Gaiman, Evelyn Glennie,
James Hanning, Nick Hayes, Alan Hollinghurst, Gabby Hutchinson-Crouch, Will
Hutton, Robert Irwin, Holly Johnson , Liane Jones, Ruth Jones, Sam Jordison,
Kapka Kassabova, AL Kennedy, Hermione Lee, Prue Leith, Patrick Lenox, Roger
Lewis, David Lindo, Penelope Lively, Beth Lync, Richard Mabey, Sue
MacGregor, Ian Martin, Frank McDonough, Jonathan Meades, Andrew Miller,
Deborah Moggach, Ben Moor, Alan Moore, Paul Morley, Jackie Morris, Charles
Nicholl, Richard Overy, Chris Riddell, Adam Roberts, Tony Robinson, Lee
Rourke, Sophie Sabbage, Marcus Sedgwick, Richard Shirreff, Paul Stanford, Isy
Suttie, Sandi Toksvig, Colin Tudge, Ed Vulliamy, Anna Whitelock, Kate Williams,
Michael Wood, Louisa Young
'An uplifting record of progress and strength... You'll lay the book down feeling
not only informed, but galvanised to take action yourself.' Independent 'An
incredible book . . . with the potential to change women's lives.' Sandi Toksvig
Why is it taking so long? Despite huge progress since the suffragette campaigns
and wave after wave of feminism, women are still fighting for equality. Why will
we have to wait until 2069 for the gender pay gap to disappear in the UK? Why,
in 2015, did 11% of women lose their jobs due to pregnancy discrimination? Why
has 1 in 3 women in the world experienced physical or sexual violence?
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'Engaging...part feminist history, part progress scoresheet and part family
memoir.' Daily Telegraph In Deeds Not Words suffragette descendant and
activist Helen Pankhurst charts the changes in the lives of women over the last
100 years. She celebrates landmark successes and little-known victories, looking
at politics, money, identity, violence, culture and social norms and turning to the
voices of both pioneers and ordinary women for their perspective. 'An exciting
and engaging account of an essential part of British history.' Mary Evans,
Emeritus Leverhulme Professor, London School of Economics Combining
historical insight with inspiring argument, Deeds not Words reveals how far
women have come, how far we still have to go, and how we might get there. It is
essential reading for women - and men - on the most important issue of our time.
'Deeds Not Words is so timely. A valuable guide and reference.' Annie Lennox
OBE
Miller's Field Guides are an invaluable resource for collectors when out buying
items at antiques shops, auctions or car boot fairs. They provide a fast and
accurate way to recognize, identify and date antiques. In each book a simple
question-and-answer checklist is provided for a wide range of key items, teaching
you what to look for as well how to spot a fake or a copy. There are price codes
throughout, plus concise information on makers, factories, identifying marks and
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the factors that affect the value of the piece. In Art Deco, Antiques Roadshow
experts Judith Miller and Eric Knowles explore the ever popular field of Art Deco
furniture, glass, ceramics, sculpture, metalwork, jewellery and textiles.
An instant New York Times, Washington Post, and USA TODAY
bestseller—based on the true story of the heroic librarians at the American Library
in Paris during World War II—The Paris Library is a moving and unforgettable
“ode to the importance of libraries, books, and the human connections we find
within both” (Kristin Harmel, New York Times bestselling author). Paris, 1939:
Young and ambitious Odile Souchet seems to have the perfect life with her
handsome police officer beau and a dream job at the American Library in Paris.
When the Nazis march into the city, Odile stands to lose everything she holds
dear, including her beloved library. Together with her fellow librarians, Odile joins
the Resistance with the best weapons she has: books. But when the war finally
ends, instead of freedom, Odile tastes the bitter sting of unspeakable betrayal.
Montana, 1983: Lily is a lonely teenager looking for adventure in small-town
Montana. Her interest is piqued by her solitary, elderly neighbor. As Lily uncovers
more about her neighbor’s mysterious past, she finds that they share a love of
language, the same longings, and the same intense jealousy, never suspecting
that a dark secret from the past connects them. “A love letter to Paris, the power
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of books, and the beauty of intergenerational friendship” (Booklist), The Paris
Libraryshows that extraordinary heroism can sometimes be found in the quietest
places.
It is not by chance that the relation of matters in the past are called 'History'. It is,
generally, 'his story' with many men doing grand things while the women stayed
home to make the soup. Pope Joan & Other Great Women gives another, highly
entertaining view on life as comedian Sandi Toksvig brings her trademark wit and
humour to bear on 22 portraits of as eccentric a melange of women throughout
history as you are ever likely to find.
From a noted Cambridge zoologist, a wildly fun and scientifically sound
exploration of what alien life must be like, using universal laws that govern life on
Earth and in space. Scientists are confident that life exists elsewhere in the
universe. Yet rather than taking a realistic approach to what aliens might be like,
we imagine that life on other planets is the stuff of science fiction. The time has
come to abandon our fantasies of space invaders and movie monsters and place
our expectations on solid scientific footing. But short of aliens landing in New
York City, how do we know what they are like? Using his own expert
understanding of life on Earth and Darwin's theory of evolution--which applies
throughout the universe--Cambridge zoologist Dr. Arik Kershenbaum explains
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what alien life must be like: how these creatures will move, socialize, and
communicate. For example, by observing fish whose electrical pulses indicate
social status, we can see that other planets might allow for communication by
electricity. As there was evolutionary pressure to wriggle along a sea floor,
Earthling animals tend to have left/right symmetry; on planets where creatures
evolved in midair or in soupy tar, they might be lacking any symmetry at all. Might
there be an alien planet with supersonic animals? A moon where creatures have
a language composed of smells? Will aliens scream with fear, act honestly, or
have technology? The Zoologist's Guide to the Galaxy answers these questions
using the latest science to tell the story of how life really works, on Earth and in
space.
My name is Lucie Blaise.I am sixteen years old.I have many aliases, but I am
none of the girls you see.What I am is the newest recruit of Covert Ops.And we
are here to take down Hitler.After the Nazis killed my brother on the North African
front, I volunteered at the Office of Strategic Services in Washington to do my
part for the war effort. Only instead of a desk job at the OSS, I was tapped to join
the Clandestine Operations--a secret espionage and sabotage organization of
girls. Six months ago, I was deployed to German-occupied France to gather
intelligence and eliminate Nazi targets.My current mission: Track down and
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interrogate a Nazi traitor about a weapon that threatens to wipe out all of Western
Europe. Then find and dismantle the weapon before Hitler detonates it. But the
deeper I investigate, the more danger I'm in. Because the fate of the free world
hangs in the balance, and trusting the wrong person could cause millions of lives
to be lost. Including my own.
“The Confessions of Catherine de Medici is a dramatic, epic novel of an all-toohuman woman whose strength and passion propelled her into the center of grand
events. Meticulously-researched, this engrossing novel offers a fresh portrait of a
queen who has too often been portrayed as a villain. Bravo Mr. Gortner!”—Sandra
Gulland, author of The Josephine B Trilogy and Mistress of the Sun The truth is,
not one of us is innocent. We all have sins to confess. So reveals Catherine de
Medici, the last legitimate descendant of her family’s illustrious line. Expelled
from her native Florence, Catherine is betrothed to Henri, son of François I of
France. In an unfamiliar realm, Catherine strives to create a role for herself
through her patronage of the famous clairvoyant Nostradamus and her own
innate gift as a seer. But in her fortieth year, Catherine is widowed, left alone with
six young children in a kingdom torn apart by the ambitions of a treacherous
nobility. Relying on her tenacity, wit, and uncanny gift for compromise, Catherine
seizes power, intent on securing the throne for her sons, unaware that if she is to
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save France, she may have to sacrifice her ideals, her reputation, and the secret
of her embattled heart. BONUS: This edition contains a The Confessions of
Catherine de Medici discussion guide and an excerpt from C.W. Gortner's The
Queen's Vow. Praise for The Confessions of Catherine de Medici “Alison Weir
and Philippa Gregory fans will devour this.”—Booklist “Highly recommended . . . a
compelling and fascinating view of Catherine’s life and world.”—Historical Novels
Review “Remarkably thoughtful in its insight into an unapologetically ruthless
queen.”—Publishers Weekly “A fresh, well-researched and powerful portrait.”—RT
Book Reviews
Eva Traube Abrams, a semiretired librarian in Florida, is at the returns desk one
morning when her eyes lock on to a photograph in a newspaper nearby. She
freezes; it's an image of a book she hasn't seen in sixty-five years--a book she
recognizes as the Book of Lost Names. The accompanying article describes the
looting of libraries across Europe by the Nazis during World War II--an
experience Eva remembers all too well. As a graduate student in 1942, Eva was
forced to flee Paris after the arrest of her father, a Polish Jew. Finding refuge in a
small mountain town in the Free Zone, she begins forging identity documents for
Jewish children fleeing to neutral Switzerland. But erasing people comes with a
price, and along with a mysterious, handsome forger named Rémy, Eva decides
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she must find a way to preserve the real names of the children who are too
young to remmeber who they really are. The records they keep in the Book of
Last Names will become even more vital when the Resistance cell they work with
is betrayed and Rémy disappears. As the Germans close in, Eva records a last,
vital message in the book. Decades later, does she have the strength to seek out
its answer--and help reunite those lost during the war?
How do you get rid of unwanted guests? What do you do if there's a racket in the
quiet carriage? How should you eat peas, and behave in queues? How to
behave, like how to punctuate, is an aspect of life that many are no longer taught
- and getting it wrong is the stuff of comedy at best and humiliation at worst.
Thankfully, Sandi Toksvig has come to the rescue with her entertaining guide to
modern manners,with tips on what to do whether you're talking to a bore, or
forgot their name in the first place. (Just call them 'darling'.) The award-winning
Radio 4 broadcaster and writer offers guidance on the social pitfalls of every
phase of life, from christenings to condolence letters. With characteristic wit and
perceptiveness, and revealing the trickiest of her encounters along the way, she
highlights decency rather than convention and provides an essential guide to
twenty-first century behaviour. Now this down-to-earth, hilarious guide is
available in perfect pocket-sized paperback size.
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Misconceptions, misunderstandings, and flawed
facts finally get the heave-ho in this humorous, downright humiliating book of
reeducation based on the phenomenal British bestseller. Challenging what most of us
assume to be verifiable truths in areas like history, literature, science, nature, and
more,The Book of General Ignorance is a witty “gotcha” compendium of how little we
actually know about anything. It’ll have you scratching your head wondering why we
even bother to go to school. Think Magellan was the first man to circumnavigate the
globe, baseball was invented in America, Henry VIII had six wives, Mount Everest is the
tallest mountain? Wrong, wrong, wrong, and wrong again. You’ll be surprised at how
much you don’t know! Check out The Book of General Ignorance for more fun entries
and complete answers to the following: How long can a chicken live without its head?
About two years. What do chameleons do? They don’t change color to match the
background. Never have; never will. Complete myth. Utter fabrication. Total Lie. They
change color as a result of different emotional states. How many legs does a centipede
have? Not a hundred. How many toes has a two-toed sloth? It’s either six or eight.
Who was the first American president? Peyton Randolph. What were George
Washington’s false teeth made from? Mostly hippopotamus. What was James Bond’s
favorite drink? Not the vodka martini.
This popular guide has been fully updated and redesigned to reflect exactly what
today's students want to know. It is the most accessible guide to higher education and
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student life in the UK and provides reliable, lively and unbiased information on what
universities really offer. The establishments are listed alphabetically, with each entry
providing a wealth of information, from a description of the campuses to famous alumni.
A separate section supplies a list of courses and which universities offer them, making
it easy for the reader to cross-reference their chosen course with the right university.
A history and celebration of women's cycling—beginning with its origins as a political
statement, beloved pastime, and early feminist act—that shares the stories of notable
cyclists and groups around the world More than a century after they first entered the
mainstream, bicycles and the culture around them are as accessible as ever—but for
women, that progress has always been a struggle to achieve, and even now the culture
remains overwhelmingly male. In Revolutions, author Hannah Ross highlights the
stories of extraordinary women cyclists and all-female cycling groups over time and
around the world, and demonstrates both the feminist power of cycling and its presentday issues. A cyclist herself, Ross puts a spotlight on the many incredible women and
girls on bicycles from then to now—many of whom had to endure great opposition to do
so, beginning in the 1880s, when the first women began setting distance records,
racing competitively, and using bicycles to spread the word about women’s suffrage.
Revolutions also celebrates women setting records and demanding equality in
competitive cycling, as well as cyclists in countries including Afghanistan, India, and
Saudi Arabia who are inspiring women to take up space on the road, trails, and
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elsewhere. Both a history of women's cycling and an impassioned manifesto,
Revolutions challenges a male-dominated narrative that has long prevailed in cycling
and celebrates the excellence of women in the culture.
This installment in the New York Times bestselling I Survived series from Lauren
Tarshis shines a spotlight on the Normandy landings, just in time for the 75th
anniversary of D-Day!
Sandi Toksvig's Guide to FranceRed Fox
"My brother stood up so quickly he almost knocked Mama over. 'Why aren't you doing
something? Do you know what the British are calling us? Hitler's canary! I've heard it on
the radio, on the BBC. They say he has us in a cage and we just sit and sing any tune
he wants.'" Bamse's family are theater people. They don't get involved in politics. "it had
nothing to do with us," Bamse tells us. Yet now he must decide: should he take his
father's advice and not stir up trouble? Or should he follow his brother into the
Resistance and take part in the most demanding role of his life?
Get Shit Done Ang! 2020 Planner Weekly and Monthly
A fast and fun tale from Sandi Toksvig, in a special Colour First Reader format perfect
for beginner readers. When Jessica brings her granny into school for 'Unusual Day'
Miss Johnson thinks she's got muddled up with 'Family Day'. Her granny may be
wearing a tracksuit and trainers, but she still looks like a fairly ordinary granny.
However, when 'Unusual Day' is disrupted by a fire next door, everybody discovers just
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how unusual Jessica's granny is.

A “sensible and extremely amusing” guide to etiquette from the comedian and
former cohost of The Great British Bake Off (Library Journal, starred review). No
one learns “etiquette” anymore (except by embarrassing trial and error). But
manners are more than a dusty tradition: Done right, they make life easier for
everyone. That’s why Sandi Toksvig, cohost of The Great British Bake Off,
highlights decency rather than convention in this entertaining guide, with: SpotOn Advice: “Remember—you don’t have to answer the phone, so don’t do it if
you don’t have time to be polite.” Fascinating Trivia: “It is very rude to clear the
plate of someone who hasn’t finished. In fact, the Romans believed doing so
would bring about the diner’s sudden death.” And Her Characteristic Wit:
“Focusing on the people you share a meal with is both a pleasure and a
necessity. Get to know your family members; you might even like them.” Be the
most decently behaved person in the room, and the most interesting: Master The
Tricky Art of Co-Existing! “Instead of some prissy, preachy list of rules, [the
author] backs up her suggestions on etiquette with occasionally obscure and
often hilarious facts.” —Bust
SHORTLISTED FOR THE WALTER SCOTT PRIZE FOR HISTORICAL FICTION
LONGLISTED FOR THE ORWELL PRIZE FOR POLITICAL FICTION A BOOK
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OF THE YEAR IN THE TIMES, GUARDIAN, SUNDAY TIMES, DAILY
EXPRESS, SCOTSMAN and SPECTATOR Three journeys. One road. England,
1348. A gentlewoman flees an odious arranged marriage, a Scots proctor sets
out for Avignon and a young ploughman in search of freedom is on his way to
volunteer with a company of archers. All come together on the road to Calais.
Coming in their direction from across the Channel is the Black Death, the plague
that will wipe out half of the population of Northern Europe. As the journey
unfolds, overshadowed by the archers' past misdeeds and clerical warnings of
the imminent end of the world, the wayfarers must confront the nature of their
loves and desires. A tremendous feat of language and empathy, it summons a
medieval world that is at once uncannily plausible, utterly alien and eerily
reflective of our own. James Meek's extraordinary To Calais, In Ordinary Time is
a novel about love, class, faith, loss, gender and desire - set against one of the
biggest cataclysms of human history.
This long-awaited memoir from one of Britain's best-loved celebrities - a writer,
broadcaster, activist, comic on stage, screen and radio for nearly forty years,
presenter of QI and Great British Bake Off star - is an autobiography with a
difference: as only Sandi Toksvig can tell it. 'Between the Stops is a sort of a
memoir, my sort. It's about a bus trip really, because it's my view from the
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Number 12 bus (mostly top deck, the seat at the front on the right), a doubledecker that plies its way from Dulwich, in South East London, where I was living,
to where I sometimes work - at the BBC, in the heart of the capital. It's not a
sensible way to write a memoir at all, probably, but it's the way things pop into
your head as you travel, so it's my way'. From London facts including where to
find the blue plaque for Una Marson, 'The first black woman programme maker at
the BBC', to discovering the best Spanish coffee under Southwark's railway
arches; from a brief history of lady gangsters at Elephant and Castle to memories
of climbing Mount Sinai and, at the request of a fellow traveller, reading aloud the
Ten Commandments; from the story behind Pissarro's painting of Dulwich Station
to performing in Footlights with Emma Thompson; from painful memoires of
being sent to Coventry while at a British boarding school to thinking about how
Wombells Travelling Circus of 1864 haunts Peckham Rye;from anecdotes about
meeting Prince Charles, Monica Lewinsky and Grayson Perry to Bake-Off antics;
from stories of a real and lasting friendship with John McCarthy to the importance
of family and the daunting navigation of the Zambezi River in her father's canoe,
this Sandi Toksvig-style memoir is, as one would expect and hope, packed full of
surprises. A funny and moving trip through memories, musings and the many
delights on the Number 12 route, Between the Stops is also an inspiration to us
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all to get off our phones, look up and to talk to each other because as Sandi
says: 'some of the greatest trips lie on our own doorstep'.
A lighthearted look at how to bring more humor, happiness, and joie de vivre into
our lives through French literature Like many people the world over, Viv Groskop
wishes she was a little more French. A writer, comedian, and journalist, Groskop
studied the language obsessively starting at age 11, and spent every vacation in
France, desperate to escape her Englishness and to have some French chic rub
off on her. In Au Revoir, Tristesse, Groskop mixes literary history and memoir to
explore how the classics of French literature can infuse our lives with joie de vivre
and teach us how to say goodbye to sadness. From the frothy hedonism of
Colette and the wit of Cyrano de Bergerac to the intoxicating universe of
Marguerite Duras and the heady passions of Les Liaisons dangereuses, this is a
love letter to great French writers. With chapters on Marcel Proust, Victor Hugo,
Gustave Flaubert, Stendhal, Honoré de Balzac, Albert Camus, and of course
Françoise Sagan, this is a delectable read for book lovers everywhere.
Stand-up: it's the ultimate solo art form. Yet, behind the scenes, you will
increasingly find the shadowy figure of a director. For comics themselves and for
those who support them, this is the first book to give the director's perspective on
creating and performing stand-up comedy. Drawing on his own experience of
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directing stand-up alongside speaking to comedians and their directors, Chris
Head produces a revealing perspective on the creative process, comic persona,
writing stand-up, structuring material and delivering a performance. Directors
interviewed include Logan Murray, John Gordillo and Simon McBurney, who
between them have directed Eddie Izzard, Michael McIntyre, Milton Jones, Lenny
Henry and French & Saunders. With a foreword by BBC arts editor Will Gompertz
and contributions from many other interviewees including Oliver Double (author
of Getting the Joke), this is the only book that goes all the way from one-liners to
theatre via comedy club sets and full-length shows. Perfect for stand-ups from
newbies to pros, students of comedy, academics studying and teaching stand-up
and for directors themselves, A Director's Guide to the Art of Stand-up offers
hundreds of inspiring practical insights and shows how creating the comedian's
highly personal, individual act can be a deeply collaborative process.
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